EXTENDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD...ONE PERSON AT A TIME.

SPRING 2023



ONTENTS

03. FROM THE EDITOR
The Rhythms of Grace

04. KEYNOTE

GETTING TO THE ROOTS

How to build a foundation that brings
life and truth instead of chaos

By Charles Simpson

08. CONTRIBUTING
MINISTRIES
Find a Church in Your Area

10. GOOD NEWS

The Gospel of the Grace of God
Are we living the message we are
carrying?

By Stephen Simpson

14. MEET THE CSM STAFF

B,

W Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/CSMinPublishing
0 Join us on Facebook: facebook.com/CharlesSimpsonMinistries
& YouTube: CSMPublishing

2 / ONE-TO-ONE® SPRING 2023

mn m°
(N

VOL. 36, NO. 1 SPRING 2023

Editorial and Publishing:
Editor-in-Chief: Charles Simpson
President: Stephen Simpson

Administrative / Operations:
Susanne Simpson, Administrator;
Victoria Grace Simpson, Betty Duke,
Christina Villalobos, Abigail Brock Hii
Creative Services: TC
Accounting Services: Alison Richardson

International Outreach Ministries
Senior Administrator: Mike McCarty, Sr.
Director of Missions Growth: Ronald Gray
Administrative Assistant: Sandy Jeanson

Board of Directors
Charles Simpson, Chairman
Michael Coleman, Larry Grainger, Ronald Gray,
Dwayne Higgason, Stephen Simpson

©2023 by Charles Simpson Ministries. All rights
reserved. One-to-One® is published quarterly by
Charles Simpson Ministries, 800 Hillcrest Rd, Bldg. 6
Mobile, AL 36695. Third-class postage paid at Mobile,
AL, and additional mailing offices. One-to-One® is a
non-subscription magazine supported by the contri-
butions of its readers. Those who contribute to any
activity of Charles Simpson Ministries automatically
receive a one-year subscription, which is updated with
each contribution. If you have questions about your
subscription, write us or call us at (251) 633-7900 or
(888) 811-2276. If you move, please notify us at least
six weeks in advance.

Charles Simpson Ministries is a tax exempt 501(C)(3)
organization as recognized by the Internal Revenue
Service.

All scripture quotations are from the King James
Version unless otherwise noted. Bible verses marked
NAS: Scripture taken from the New American Standard
Bible. © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1972, 1975 by The Lockman
Foundation, LaHabre, California 90631. Bible verses
marked NKJ: From The New King James Version. ©
1979, 1980, 1982, Thomas Nelson, Inc., Publishers.
Bible verses from The Message, © 1993 by Eugene H.
Peterson, NavPress, Colorado Springs, CO 80935.
Because One-To-One® is staff-written and assigned,
we cannot accept or review unsolicited manuscripts
from outside authors. Please write us for permission to
reprint articles.

One-To-One® Magazine is designed to bring corporate
values to a personal level by encouraging every
believer to extend God's Kingdom through personal
relationships. Charles Simpson Ministries also includes
Conquista Cristiana Spanish-language magazine,
The Covenant and the Kingdom curriculum, books,
Hidden Treasures. We also support International
Outreach Ministries (IOM).

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
One-to-One®, P.O. Box 850067, Mobile, AL 36685

m
Visit
csmpublishing.org
or email us at

customer.service@
csmpublishing.org.



FROM THE EDITOR

The Rhythms

of Grace

Entering into the rest and restoration

Jesus has prepared for us

BY STEPHEN SIMPSON

There were five of us sitting in
a small conference room in a hotel
near Columbus, Ohio, in the early
Autumn of 2022. | had gathered
these friends in ministry for two days
of fellowship, worship, and good
food. Pastor Derek Miller had just led
us in a powerful time of worship, and
the presence of the Holy Spirit was
very evident among us.

As we began to share Scripture
and personal testimonies together,
Pastor Gerard Montenegro opened
Matthew 11:28-30 from The
Message paraphrase of The Bible,
and began to read these words of
Jesus:

“Are you tired? Worn out?
Burned out on religion? Come to
me. Get away with me and you'll
recover your life. I'll show you how
to take a real rest. Walk with me
and work with me—watch how |
do it. Learn the unforced rhythms
of grace. | won't lay anything heavy
or ill-fitting on you. Keep company
with me and you'll learn to live freely
and lightly.”

Something in my heart and mind
took a deep breath. The phrase
“unforced rhythms of grace” washed
over me, and tears came to my eyes.
“Lord, | want to learn from You," |
silently prayed.

According to Strong’s Dictionary,
the word used in the original Greek
language of the New Testament
is Charis, which comes from
root words meaning “joy” and “to
rejoice.” It is the word for the grace

of God extended to sinful man;

it is unmerited favor, undeserved
blessing, a free gift of God to us.
Charis is the root word where we
get the word “charismatic”. The
late Bible teacher Ern Baxter often
said that having charisma in the
modern sense is No guarantee of
character righteousness. Charisma
that is divorced from character is a
recipe for deception and disaster.
According to the New Testament, a
true “charismatic” is a person who

How can His
unforced rhythms
of grace carry us
through times
of tumult and
uncertainty?

has received the free gift of the
grace of God and is now extending
that same grace to others as they
live and move in the power of the
Holy Spirit.

Grace is not only a New
Testament concept; in the
original Hebrew language of
the Old Testament, the word
grace is translated from the
word Chen, which means favor,
grace, graciousness, kindness,

beauty, pleasantness, compassion,
attractiveness, loveliness,
affectionate regard. Grace is not
just something that God does, but
it's at the core of Who God is...the
very fabric of His nature. When the
Lord declared His hame to Moses in
Exodus 34:6, He said it is: “The Lord
God merciful and gracious, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast
love and faithfulness” (Exodus 34:6).

| love how author Philip Wijaya
differentiates between mercy and
grace:

“Mercy is the act of withholding
deserved punishment, while grace is
the act of endowing unmerited fa-
vor. In His mercy, God does not give
us punishment we deserve, hamely
hell; while in His grace, God gives us
the gift we do not deserve, namely
heaven.”

We cannot strive for His grace;
we cannot force it; we can only re-
ceive it by resting in Him by faith.
The Apostle Paul reminds us in
Ephesians 2:8-9, ‘For by grace you
have been saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God, not of works, lest anyone
should boast.”

By faith, let us come away
with Him and learn His unforced
rhythms of grace, which will carry us
through these times of tumult and
uncertainty.

STEPHEN SIMPSON is the Editor of
One-to-One Magazine and the President
of CSM. For information on speaking
availability, please call (251) 633-7900.
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BY CHARLES gl SON

“For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear g0od

fruit. For every tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather

figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush”

(Luke 6:43-44). ' /d
|

oots are the source of nourishment, éljpport, and stability. What is below the
surface determines what is seen above the surface. If you want to kill a plant,

kill its roots. The same. is true df n'ation_s_ gﬁd cultures. When ideas take root, they

oduce results that can be seen if people

produce results that-_becor"rie visit_:__l_e-;'Ei:}ey o]

pay attention. To understar'n/d'/w'Ha is happehingi we must examine the ideas that

produced what we now see.

Y
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It concerns me that we talk a lot about the
visible, but not so much about what produced
it; that which is below the surface. In my view,
we talk and debate about leaves, but not roots.
My desire is to get to the roots. |deas rooted in
principles that have endured produce enduring
fruit and results. Mere idealism has not.

What we learn from history
is that we do NOT learn from
history.

A friend of mine, who at that time was Billy
Graham'’s pastor, gave me a statement that has
stuck with me for 48 years: "My beautiful theory
was murdered by a gang of ugly facts.” So it
has been for centuries; idealism and theories
have been destroyed by ugly, sometimes
brutal, facts. Yet, as it has been said, “What we
learn from history is that we do not learn from
history.” What is more, many seek to destroy
or alter history by removing accurate records
and stories of it. Rather than building upon or
improving history, they are doomed to repeat it.

When ideas implode or explode, they
produce chaos. Chaos happens when a
condominium tower collapses, lives are lost,
and rubble is all around. Cracks appeared but
were ignored or excused. Chaos is the result
of a poor foundation, poor materials, or a bad
idea. It's when structure, order, and stability are
lost. Someone’s dream has become everyone'’s
nightmare. A lot of people bought into bad
ideas and lost a lifetime investment, and even
their lives. Then, there is the search for the
cause. It would have been useful if cause
was the search before building. There was
corruption in the cause.

Chaos is the loss of meaning, purpose,
direction, and cohesion. It is when things
fly apart and the parts are shouting “blame”
at each other, pointing fingers, and denying
responsibility. Then there are suicides and even

mass murders, as in the Nazi genocide of the
Jews, and other examples. The gravity of truth
and reality have toppled the structure.

Yes, the gravity of truth, or the truth of
gravity, outlasts ideas. Denial and deception are
no match for gravity, as in the condominium
example. Truth must be considered in the
foundation. In fact, it is the foundation. Lying
continues but lies do not. Lies produce utter
chaos, and deception is at the root of chaos

Chaos is not fit place for life. Genesis
chapter one teaches that order was established
before life was created. When order is replaced
by chaos or oppression, life is endangered.
Most of us prefer order, even in our home or
in our business. When order is lost, insecurity,
instability and even death result.

ROOTS OF ORDER

Order is rooted in unchanging principles—
natural law. Methods will change but not the
principles. Farming methods change, but the
law of sowing and reaping will not. Natural
law is based upon creation rules. Two plus two
equals four everywhere, all the time. Natural
law, as our founders in America understood it,
nature’s law, was never voted upon or amended
by some legislators. It does not disappear
when ignored or efforts to amend it are applied.
It is the gold standard for currency and social
interaction. “Floating standards” lead to chaos.

We live in an ordered universe and galaxy.
As far as we know there are billions of
galaxies. How did that happen? Was it some
philosopher’s or political leader’s idea? Of
course not. How can clocks be set by the sun
or poles be detected by a compass? Order is
nature’s answer, and we depend upon it. Chaos
in the heavens would produce chaos upon the
earth immediately! We may try to improve the
environment, but we do not want to play with
the order.

Stable order must be rooted in the
unchanging Divine. Humanity is totally
incapable of establishing Divine order. We




can learn from it, enjoy it, be disappointed
by ignoring it, but it remains. Our security
and prosperity are rooted in the unchanging
unseen God.

Psalm 33:12 says, “Blessed is the nation
whose God is the Lord, and the people whom
He has chosen for His inheritance.”

Proverbs 14:34 tells us, “Righteousness
(right relationships) exalt a nation, but sin is
a reproach to any people.” Order, favor, and
prosperity are the results of a right relationship
to God and one another. A man named
Moses understood that and was taught that
from God, Who wrote it in stone. It was
affirmed by Jesus Christ. If those principles
are at the root, then the fruit will be beautiful!

Now the question is, who will pass on that
truth? Stewardship is a serious issue; a divine
trust. When stewardship fails, and truth is
removed from the public square, justice and
peace follow God out the door.

STEWARDSHIP OF ORDER

God creates order and life, then family.
Family became the custodian of truth and
order. Adam was given specific instructions
regarding responsibility and Eve was
created to help him to fulfill what God had
commanded. The one thing Adam was told
by God not to do was to not eat from a certain
tree in the Garden of Eden. Did Adam tell
Eve? Whether he did or not, Eve was deceived
by the serpent and Adam ate knowingly. We
do know that God came calling for Adam
afterwards. Of course, chaos followed, and
paradise was lost.

It appears to me that Genesis, “beginnings,”
establishes certain “root principles.” Among
those principles are male responsibility. Eve
was promised that she would be the mother
of all living and her offspring would “bruise the
serpent’s heel.” Our enemy, the Devil, hates
men and women, and God'’s blessings over
their lives. The enemy always seeks to attack
our lives, identities, and purpose.

Some of the failures we see today in
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our culture are rooted in the failure of men

to obey God. “Blame” is another principle
established in Eden. Adam blamed Eve and
Eve blamed the serpent. So, evil and blame
are beginning principles. Both principles

have continued to affect us all. Obedience,
truth, and order are foundational for us to
experience any measure of peace and good
fruit. These principles were given to the family
before there ever was human government.

Chaos begins in a culture when
families implode or explode.
The family is "nuclear."

If Adam was given the primary
responsibility for obeying God, where was
he in the Garden when the serpent tempted
Eve? He was running away and hiding.
Adam abdicated his responsibility and chaos
resulted.

As | write this, | am reaching out to a young
woman who has an eleven-year-old son with
an absent father. She has experienced a tragic




marriage, trauma, working, raising a son, and working
hard alone. In addition, she is not a believer. Sadly, this is
an all-too-common story.

The odds of her son going to prison, being involved
in a gang, or taking drugs are very high statistically. Let's
pray for her and her son, and all families facing this kind
of fracturing. Let's stand with them, invest our time and
love with them, and see salvation and healing come to
them, in Jesus’ name.

The exploding family sends the parts in every
direction. Chaos begins in a culture when families
implode or explode. Family is “nuclear.” If a primary
steward is absent, the treasure is exposed; trafficked,
abused, or otherwise violated. Children are our treasure,
but many are being abandoned, aborted, and abused-
tragic for our future!

Fathers are called by God to feed, lead, protect and
model maturity. Absent fathers can do none of that. The
“crack” in our foundation starts there. Governmentis no
substitute for fatherhood or motherhood! School boards
are no substitute, either. Shifting our responsibilities to
bureaucracy is like inviting the serpent to dinner.

The reason we call God our “Father in heaven” and
hallow His name is because He is our Source, and if
we obey Him, He is our feeder, leader, protector, and
model. If we lose sight of His “star” then we are lost. No
substitute idea of humanity can replace our source of life,
ideas, and purpose. Humanistic roots bring chaotic fruits.
Thank God, for fathers and mothers who are able to stand
together, by God'’s grace; for fathers who are faithful to
their wives and children, and lead with grace and wisdom
in the Holy Spirit.

As we battle inflation, violence, and deception let's
not overlook the battle for the family and our precious
children! Roots for healing and peace for society can
be found in homes where families love, listen, and serve
the Lord together. Thank God that there are still many
families who have not bowed their knees to man-made
gods or sacrificed their children on the altar of some false
ideology. But we are in a battle that is both ideological
and especially spiritual in nature.

HOW DO [WE FIGHT?

It is very important to remember to deal with roots

Getting to the Roots Continues of page 13

Join Pastor Charles Simpson and local
leaders for insights and encouragement!

Long Branch Covenant Church
Tony Moss - (732) 870-2028

Abundant Life Church
Larry Grainger - (615) 754-7035

Home Group
Jack Turner - (678) 222-8794

Home Group
Jack Turner - (678) 222-8794

Home Group
Jack Turner - (678) 222-8794

Bancroft Mission
Jim Legg - (304) 586-9776

Foothills Christian Church
Neil Hoffman - (619) 442-7728

River of Life Church
Jim Tully - (319) 332-9154

Saddleback Covenant Church
Kevin Davenport (949)770-0291

Please contact: Susanne Simpson at
cvsshs@bellsouth.net or (251) 633-7900.
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CALIFORNIA
SADDLEBACK COVENANT
CHURCH

23401 Madero, Ste. A

Mission Viejo, CA 92691

Kevin Davenport, Pastor

Ph: (949) 770-0291

E: info@saddlebackcovenant.com
saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
365 W Bradley Ave

El Cajon, CA 92020

Neil Hoffman

Ph: (619) 442-7728

E: info@foothillschurch.org
foothillschurch.org

IRANIAN CHURCH

OF LOS ANGELES

20242 Ingomar Street,
Winnetka, CA 91306

Rev. Dr. Patrick Safarian, Pastor
Ph: (818) 882-0586
patrick.safarian@gmail.com

CONNECTICUT
ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Ryan Duck, Pastor

P.O. Box 108, 980 Main St.
Willimantic, CT 06226

Ph: (860) 456-2522

E: alccwilli@hotmail.com
facebook.com/alccwilli
alccwilli.faithlifesites.com

FLORIDA

COVENANT COMMUNITY
CHURCH

1007 Gospel Rd.

Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547
Robbie Bailey Pastor

Ph: (850) 863-1323

E: info@cccfwb.com
cccfwb.com

GEORGIA

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

1945 Lawrenceville-Suwanne Road
Lawrenceville, GA 30043

Chris Hyatt, Pastor

Ph:(678) 224-8911

E: info@covenant.life

covenant.life

BOY WITH A BALL

P.O. Box 748 Buford, GA 30515
Ph: (404) 454-7702

Jamie Johnson
info@boywithaball.com
boywithaball.com

FREE POINT CHURCH

111 Walthour Rd.

Savannah, GA 31410
Brandon Burnam, Pastor

Ph: (912) 875-7667
E:info@freepointchurch.
community
freepointchurch.community
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ILLINOIS

SPIRIT OF GOD FELLOWSHIP
16350 State St

South Holland, IL 60473
Pastor Brian Kamstra

Ph: (708) 331-1234
sogfchurch.com

IOWA

RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
4855 Forest Grove Dr.
P.O. Box 347
Bettendorf, IA 52722
Ph: (563) 332-9154

Jim Tully, Pastor

KENTUCKY

NEW LIFE CHURCH

3402 Goose Creek Rd.
Louisville, KY, 40241

Tim Parish, Pastor

Ph: (502) 426-3132

E: info@newlifechurch-lou.org
newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT
CHURCH

19 Wainscott Avenue

Winchester, KY 40391

Ph: (859) 771-7138

E: winchestercovenant@gmail.com
winchestercovenant.org

LOUISIANA

OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH
P.O. Box 194

Oberlin, LA 70655

William Currie, Pastor

Ph: (318) 319-8980

COVENANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP
350 Whispering Creek Rd.
West Monroe, LA 71291
Contact: Michael Clark

Ph: (318) 557-4455
acalltogreatness.com

INDIANA

OUTWARD FOCUSED

3432 Christopher Trail
Jeffersonville, IN 477130

Jim Newsom, Exec. Director

Ph: (502) 593-7612

E: nuke035878@verizon.net
outwardfocusedinternational.org

MARYLAND

NEW HERITAGE COMMUNITY
9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B

Ellicott City, MD 21042

Ph: (410) 313-9660

E: newheritagecommunity@gmail.com

MICHIGAN
CENTRAL CHURCH
3433 South Lincoln Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, M| 48858
Adam Reid, Pastor

Ph: (989) 773-1800

E: info@cmccmp.com
centralchurchmp.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

4415 W St. Joseph Hwy
Lansing, Ml, 48917

Ron Burns, P astor

E: office@ncccweb.org

Ph: (517) 323-8180
nccclansing.org

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2215 E. Michigan Ave.

Lansing, MI, 48912

Ben Rous, Pastor

Ph: (517) 485-5483

E: office@libertycc.net
libertycc.net

LIVING LIGHT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

7700 W Blue Rd.

Lake City, Ml 49651

Ph: (231) 839-2244

E: cadillac@livinglightchurch.com
livinglightchurch.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF WEBBERVILLE
6250 Herrington Rd.
Webberville, Ml 48892

(517) 468-3530

Jeff Williams, Pastor

Ph: (517) 468-3443

E: jpmk@tds.net

AGAPE’' CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 Cherokee St.

Kalamazoo, Ml 49006

Dave Sykes, Pastor

Ph: (269) 385-5772

E: dsykes@agapecc.com
agapechristianchurchcenter.com

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP
P.O. Box 484

Williamston, M1 48895

Bill Michell, Pastor

Ph: (517) 618-6977

E: wmmichell@frontier.com

MISSISSIPPI

GRACE TEMPLE

1131 Richburg Rd.
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
Ph: (601) 264-0593
Dwayne Higgason, Pastor
E: infor@gracetemple.com
gracetemple.church

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
200 W. Garrard Rd.
Starkville, MS 39759

Bill Murphy, Pastor

Ph: (662) 323-4555

E: ncc4555@gmail.com
newcovchurch.net

INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH
MINISTRIES

PO Box 2140

McComb, MS 39649

Michael McCarty

Ph: (601) 684-0558
iom-online.com

MISSOURI

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
9018 Big Bend Blvd.

Webster Groves, MO 63119

Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor

Ph: (314) 395-6326

E: secretary@ctkcommunity.com
ctkcommunity.com

NEW JERSEY

LONG BRANCH COVENANT
CHURCH

355 Joline Ave.

Long Branch, NJ 07740
Tony Moss, Pastor

Ph: (732) 870-2028

E: info@lbcovenant.org
lbcovenant.org

NEW YORK
FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

125 Main St.

Farmingdale, NY, 11735

Frank Howell and John Landi,
Pastors

Ph: (516) 293-1838

E: fccelders@aol.com
farmingdalechristianchurch.org

NORTH CAROLINA
COVENANT FELLOWSHIP
MINISTRIES

6062 Petra Mill Rd.

Granite Falls, NC 28630
Randy Bowlin, Pastor

Ph: (828) 396-7690

E: cfs@conninc.com

NEW PATH CHURCH

9225 Leesville Rd.

Raleigh, NC 27613

E: info@newpathchurch.com
Jim Sink, Pastor

Ph: (919) 307-7803

E: info@newpathchurch.com
newpathchurch.com

OHIO

NEW WINE COVENANT
COMMUNITY

4816 Indianola Ave.
Columbus, OH 43214

Ph: (614) 563-1741

Mark Puttick, Pastor

E: markputtick@yahoo.com

NEW COVENANT FELLOWSHIP
6736 NW 39th Expwy.

Bethany, OK 73008

Nick Tarter, Pastor

Ph: (405) 943-5939

E: pastortart@gmail.com
newcovenantokc.com



PENNSYLVANIA
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH

110 Hays Rd.

Upper St. Clair PA 15241

Rick Wiater, Pastor

Ph: (412) 523-2964

E: rweph210@gmail.com
goodshepherdchurchofsouthhills.org

TENNESSEE 2 3
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH .

1000 Woodridge Place e

Mt. Juliet, TN 37122

Larry Grainger, Pastor

Ph: (615) 754-7035

alcmtjuliet.com

. GET THE MESSAGES
S o . _ FROM GATLINBURG23

Houston, TX 77095
Ryan Weemes, Sr. Pastor
Ph: (281) 463-6600

E: ccc@christcov.net
christcov.net

VIDA COVENANT CHURCH

6635 Queenston Blvd,

Houston,TX 77084

Ph: (713) 597-9587

E: vidacovenantchurch@gmail.com
vidacc.com

FAITH ALIVE CHURCH

1311 Industrial Drive, Ste. A & B
New Braunfels, TX 78130
Gerard Montenegro, Pastor
Ph. (830) 312-7709

E: info@facnb.org

facnb.org

VIRGINIA

GROVE CHRISTIAN OUTREACH
8800 Pocahontas Trail
Willamsburg, VA 23185-3142
Thomas McCormick, Pastor

Ph: (757) 887-1100

E: office@groveoutreach.com
groveoutreach.com

. :"Er:"“ -
WASHINGTON - il FEATURING
YADA EE-—" -
Dr. Bradley Stuart i

4103 W Peninsula Drive, | x -‘ | Chailes Simpsqn

Moses Lake, WA 98837
Ph: (509) 989-4900

E: yada@yadainternational.com Ste p h e n Si mpson

yadainternational.com

WISCONSIN Gerard Moﬁfenegro

Terry Everroad
Ph: (715) 416-0889
terry@everroad.com

Po Box 8, Spooner, Wi 54801 Ti
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Are we living the message we are carrying?

cts 20 is one of the most moving and poignant passages in the New
A Testament to me. The Apostle Paul had been ministering in Greece
and now he is hurrying back to Jerusalem. His travels will take him near the
city of Ephesus, to the seaport of Miletus. The people of Ephesus were near
and dear to the heart of Paul; earlier in his travels, he had spent three years

ministering, teaching, and establishing a church there.
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So, Paul calls for the
Ephesian elders to meet him
down in Miletus. There, he
senses prophetically that this
will be the last time he sees
them. These are his dearly
beloved friends, and he has
something important he wants
to tell them as he bids them
farewell.

“From Miletus he sent to
Ephesus and called for the
elders of the church. And
when they had come to
him, he said to them: "You
know, from the first day
that | came to Asia, in
what manner | always lived
among you, serving the
Lord with all humility, with
many tears and trials which
happened to me by the
plotting of the Jews; how |
kept back nothing that was
helpful, but proclaimed
it to you, and taught you
publicly and from house to
house, testifying to Jews, and
also to Greeks, repentance
toward God and faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ. And
see, now | go bound in the
spirit to Jerusalem, not
knowing the things that will
happen to me there, except
that the Holy Spirit testifies
in every city, saying that
chains and tribulations await
me. But none of these things
move me; nor do | count my
life dear to myself, so that
I may finish my race with
jJjoy, and the ministry which
| received from the Lord
Jesus, to testify to the

gospel of the grace of God.
And indeed, now | know
that you all, among whom
| have gone preaching the
kingdom of God, will see my
face no more. Therefore,

| testify to you this day

that | am innocent of the
blood of all men. For | have
not shunned to declare to
you the whole counsel of
God” (Acts 20:17-27).

They all wept
freely with great
sorrow knowing

they would not

see Paul again.
He was their true
companion in the

cause of Christ.

When Paul had finished
his instructions, he prayed
with them, and they all wept
freely and kissed his neck; they
expressed great sorrow because
they would not see him again.
This scene gives us a wonderful
picture of Paul's relationship
with the people he discipled.
He wasn't just a distant lecturer,
but a true companion in the
cause of Christ.

WHAT MATTERS
MOST

In Acts 20:24, Paul ex-
plicitly says his mission is to

testify to the gospel of the
grace of God. In The Message,
it reads like this: “What mat-
ters most to me is to finish
what God started: the job the
Master Jesus gave me of let-
ting everyone | meet know all
about this incredibly extrava-
gant generosity of God.”

Paul says, “I've gone
through all these trials, yet
none of it will deter me.” | am
struck by the degree to which
Paul was moved by grace.
This is the Good News...Jesus
called it the Gospel of the
Kingdom of God. Itis God's
powerful and gracious gov-
ernment in our lives which re-
sults in righteousness, peace,
and joy in the Holy Spirit. It
is the message that God is
rich in mercy and lovingkind-
ness,; the message that while
we were yet sinners—unlovely
and undeserving—Jesus died
for us on the Cross and rose
again on the third day, tri-
umphing over death and hell
on our behalf, and that He is
even now praying for us and
inviting us to receive His life.
By His grace alone, we have
the promise of abundant and
eternal life!

Paul understood well the
richness of God's great and
lavish gift of grace because
Paul himself had received it.
Before He encountered the
mercy, grace, and forgiveness
of Jesus Christ, Paul had been
a murderer and a harsh per-
secutor of the Church. Before
he encountered Jesus, Paul
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Jesus stopped
Paul in his tracks
and knocked him
off his high horse
with the power of

grace. Paul's life
was permanently
transformed.

had been cruel, arrogant, and
violent. He was a man on the
road to hell. What's worse is,
he didn't even know it. Paul
thought he was living right;
he thought he was doing
God's will.

But Jesus stopped Paul in
his tracks and knocked him off
his high horse with the power
of grace. Paul's life was perma-
nently transformed by grace.
Paul was so consumed by the
love of God—not only God'’s
love for Him personally, but
God’s love for lost and hurting
people—that he was now will-
ing to give his life to declare
that Gospel of grace. Salvation
to all who believe!

Jesus died to share His
grace with us; many of His
disciples did also. At the end,
even Paul did.

Whatever threats, whatev-
er trials, whatever obstacles...
these did not deter nor dis-
courage these heroes from the

12 / ONE-TO-ONE® SPRING 2023

burning desire to extend the
grace of God to all who would
receive it.

LIVING BY GRACE

Not only were they willing
to die for the sake of grace,
but they also lived for it. One
reason they lived for it is that
they lived by it. These heroes
in Scripture were passionate
about seeing the Gospel of
God’'s Grace extended across
the earth, from generation to
generation. Grace woke them
up in the morning, caused
them to journey to strange
lands to visit strange people,
leaving their comfort zones
to sail the high seas and
traverse dangerous lands, to
preach and teach boldly and
tirelessly; to give all they had,
until they had nothing left,
except to call on the name of
the Lord for more strength,
more resources, and more

wisdom in order that they
might continue to proclaim
the Gospel of Grace.

So overflowing with grace
was Paul that he frequently
opened his letters with the

"Grace and
peace"... are these
words people in
the world hear
whenever they
hear the words,
"Gospel" or
"Christian?"

If not, why not?

blessing, “Grace and peace to
you in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Paul is declaring
the purpose and spirit of

his entire letter; that in the



declarations of God's nature,
in the practical teachings and
exhortations, in the rebukes
and corrections, in the urgent
challenges and hard sayings,
and in the benedictions, the
reader might receive grace
and peace in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Paul is not
just making nice or following
tradition. These are not mere
greeting card sentiments. Paul
is prayerfully, powerfully, and
sincerely passing on a spiritual
blessing.

“Grace and peace” ... are
these the words people in
the world hear whenever
they hear the words "Gospel”
or “Christian?” If not, why
not? Perhaps it's because
Christians have sometimes
done a poor job of extending
the grace of God to the world,
or even to one another. May
we be renewed in His Spirit
and filled with His grace, so
that our testimony might be
credible again to a world that
is desperate to hear the Good
News.

STEPHEN SIMPSON is the Editor of
One-to-One Magazine and the President
of CSM. For information on speaking
availability, please call (251) 633-7900.

Charles Simpson continued from 7

and not merely fruits. First Samuel 17:47 says, “The battle is
not with sword or spear; the battle is the Lord’s.” It is easy
to get angry and resort to physical or human means, but
that is a serious error. The battle is the Lord’s; if we pray
and obey, He can handle the rest. I'm sure that there are
numerous actions that we can take but pray first and ask for
the Holy Spirit's guidance; He leads the way back to truth.

“Salvation is of the Lord” is said many times in scripture.
In Zechariah 4:6, we read, “Not by might nor by power, but
by My spirit; says the Lord of Hosts.” If indeed the battle is
the Lord’s, then let's begin there. Know that our battle is first
within us to obey the Lord; win that battle as we pray for the
nations where God has planted us.

Rage and violence won't win in this battle.

| suggest studying Matthew 5-7, Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount. The way He fought was not as we fight. He fought
by example, obedience to the Holy Spirit, humility, mercy,
peacemaking, and love, even for His enemies. He was
willing to die in the Father's will, in order to save sinners like
us. Rage and violence won't win in this battle. It begins with
us pleasing the Father.

If He calls us to battle, don't forget that it is not with flesh
and blood, and do not forget the whole armor of God (see
Ephesians 6:10-18). Don't be spiritually naive, we are dealing
with the “Serpent,” “the dragon,” “an angel of light,” and
“seducer and destroyer. Our enemy hates babies and seeks
to destroy them as well (see Revelation 12:1-12). He wants to
stop the promise in our lives before we can begin to fulfill it.

| pray that we will enter the battle under God'’s guidance
and deal with the spiritual roots of evil; but please don't
do so with natural desire or ability. Do so in the grace of
Holy Spirit and His wisdom. Deal with roots, and not mere
fruits. Be careful how seriously you take the "news” but take
the Word of God with all seriousness. And ask the Lord to
help us model what we believe, even in persecution and
adversity. Let's pray together. Stay together and stand
together. Forget labels, find friends! And God bless you
with courage, peace, and His favor!

CHARLES SIMPSON is Editor-in-Chief of One-to-One
Magazine. He ministers extensively throughout the United
States and among the nations.
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STAFF UPDATE

Meet the CSM Publishing Team!

Susanne Simpson
Administrator

Since 1988, Susanne has
served CSM in a variety
of capacities including production
management, customer service,
bookkeeping, and administration.
After receiving her degree in Fashion
Merchandising in 1984, she worked
with department stores and major
designers before joining the CSM Staff.
She serves as Administrator for CSM
as well as Personal Administrator to
Charles Simpson. She has also served
in ministry to women, youth, children,
young married couples, and mercy
ministries outreach. Susanne is the
wife of Stephen Simpson and mother
of Victoria Grace Simpson.

Christina Villalobos
Customer Service

Christina has been part
of the CSM team since
2002. After moving to Alabama from
California, she studied Computer
Science and Art in college, and
worked in restaurants, call centers,
daycare centers, and department
stores. She has more than 30 years

of customer service and project
management experience. Christina
served Covenant Church of Mobile

in youth ministry from 1998-2021
and continues in ministry to women,
singles, and small group Bible studies.
She is currently writing a Bible study on
the Beatitudes with her small group.

“
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Victoria Grace Simpson
Social Media

Grace received her

Bachelor of Science
degree in International Studies in 2012
and her Bachelor of Science degree
in Psychology in 2017, both from
Spring Hill College. She studied and
worked in Bologna, Italy through the
Spring Hill Italy Center, and earned her
Cambridge University ESL certificate
in Verona, ltaly. Grace worked with
the Child Advocacy Center in Mobile
and served the Hidden Treasures
Costa Rica Children’'s Home in 2015.
She is presently pursuing her Master's
Degree in Psychology with Wake
Forest University.

Abigail Brock Hii
Audio/Visual

In 2020, Abigail
graduated with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Production Technology
from the University of Mobile. She
has worked as a freelance camera
operator and video editor for Chick-
Fil-A NEXT, Custom Media Solutions,
Dorset Productions Unlimited, and
Alabama School of the Arts (ASOTA).
Abigail began working for CSM in
January 2021. She also shoots wedding
photography and videography, and

is married to Andrew Hii, who is a
Business Accounting major at the
University of South Alabama.

Billy and Betty Duke
CSM Ambassadors

Billy and Betty

Duke are loved by
the CSM Family
worldwide. Both have officially
retired but remain active in service to
God and are exceptionally valuable
members of our team as intercessors,
supporters, and encouragers. After
many years working bi-vocationally
in ministry and in the marketplace,
Billy stepped into full-time pastoral
ministry in 1977 with Covenant
Church of Mobile, where he continues
to serve. Betty worked for Johnson
Chevrolet and Quality Printing before
starting with CSM in 1995, serving

as Secretary to Stephen Simpson

and as CSM Gatlinburg Conference
Coordinator. Billy and Betty have two
children: Randall (how home with the
Lord) and Rebecca Hinson (married to
Buddy Hinson, three children (Chris,
now home with the Lord), and one
grandchild).

Alison Richardson,
Accounting Services

Alison serves many
clients as an accounting
professional and built a successful
private practice in Mobile, AL. She
worked at Integrity Media for many
years and was in senior leadership.
Alison is a beloved wife, mother, and
friend, and has four adult children. She
is active in her church and teaches
Sunday School. Alison shared her
testimony at the CSM Gatlinburg
Conference in 2018 about God's
grace, peace, and healing after being
severely burned in an accident in
2017.



Free Downdoads at,

csmpublishing.org

SEEING THROUGH HEAVEN'S EYES
Charles Simpson

Charles shares how we must gain spiritual eyes to see
what God is doing and respond accordingly to His
purpose. As the world's “vision” is darkened, our task is to
bring the light of heaven in all we do. (CD206)

RETURN TO YOUR FIRST LOVE
Stephen Simpson

Have you settled into a life of “have to” (even in hard work
for God), and quietly given up on real relationship with
Him? Stephen shares practical insights to help you return
to, and reconcile with, your first love and extend His love
to a hurting and changing world. (CD207)

EXPENSIVE

STEW

[ ot Wikt God Loves and Passing Tt On

THE UNFOLDING MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM
OF GOD Charles Simpson

Charles Simpson provides encouraging and practical Bible
teaching about how to see more than what is visible or
obvious and into what is real and true. God gives revelation,
not for information, but for transformation. (CD207)

THE WORLD'S MOST EXPENSIVE STEW
Stephen Simpson

Stephen shares the story of Jacob and Esau—who tragically
traded an eternal blessing for temporary comfort. What is
our inheritance and how can we pass it on? How can we
learn to love what God loves? (SS025)

All CDs (singles) $5 for plus $3.50 shipping and handling. Or get the message as a free
download online! Visit csmpublishing.org to order or download.
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