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Eh?

Aesop is credited with first saying, 

“United we stand, divided we fall.”  

Of course, he likely said it in Greek 

and it probably sounded something 

like this:  Ηνωμένες Πολιτείες έχουμε 
φτάσει, διαιρείται έχουμε πτώση 

Now that I have dazzled you with 

quoting from Aesop and my incredible 

knowledge of Greek and the powers 

of internet translation services, let’s 

look at the real life-and-death issue 

of unity.  The world in which we 

live today seems to be in a state of 

disintegration.  That is, as relationships, 

structures, and cultures “dis-integrate” 

from God and one another, the whole 

world is falling apart.  

I think we can agree that in 

these challenging times, it’s more 

vital than ever for the people of God 

to be rightly related to Him and to 

one another ... and to our common 

mission.   This is not simply a matter 

of survival for us, but for a world that 

is lost in darkness and despair.  We are 

called to be salt and light.  What good 

is salt that has lost its flavor?  And 

how great is the darkness if the light is 

extinguished?  

The Good News for us is that God 

is in the business of reconciliation and 

redemption.  He not only calls us to 

Himself, but He gives His power and 

grace so that we can respond to His 

call.  And in Christ, we find ourselves 

reconciled to God and to our brothers 

and sisters.  

The better related we are to 

Him and to each other, the more 

effective we become as agents of His 

reconciliation out in the world.  Pastor 

Karl Strader once said, “A broken 
and divided Church offers no hope 
for a broken and divided world.”  
Conversely, a body of believers that 

is healed and rightly related provides 

hope and a model to the world of 

what is possible in Christ Jesus.  

Unity produces an enhanced 

ability to see the Lord and to hear His 

voice.  The Hebrew word for peace is 

“shalom”.  But shalom doesn’t simply 

mean an absence of conflict; it means 

that everything is working together 

in harmony and completeness.  

It is where relationships and 

structures have integrity and work to 

complement one another and the 

purpose for which they were created.  

The Apostle Paul puts it this way in 

his letter to the Christians in Corinth:  

“For as the body is one and has many 
members, but all the members of that 
one body, being many, are one body, 
so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—
whether Jews or Greeks, whether 
slaves or free—and have all been made 
to drink into one Spirit. For in fact the 
body is not one member but many” (1 

Corinthians 12:12-14).  

The 
Blessing of Life

from the editor

Throughout 1 Corinthians 12, Paul 

outlines many diverse spiritual gifts 

and how they work together.   He 

also discusses how to use spiritual 

gifts in 1 Corinthians 14, especially 

the gifts of tongues and prophecy.  

I was once asked to do a series on 

1 Corinthians 12 and 1 Corinthians 

14, but I insisted that we must also 

include 1 Corinthians 13, because any 

discussion of how to use the gifts is 

incomplete without applying the love 

of God.  

Ultimately, unity comes about 

through the Holy Spirit of God, and by 

our resolute commitment to Him and 

each other.  David paints a picture for 

us in Psalm 133:  

“Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity!  It is like the 
precious oil upon the head, running 
down on the beard, the beard of 
Aaron, running down on the edge 
of his garments. It is like the dew 
of Hermon, descending upon the 
mountains of Zion; for there the 
Lord commanded the blessing—Life 
forevermore” (Psalm 133:1-3).

Where there is unity, the Lord 

commands a blessing of life!  He 

commands it!  Jesus is praying for our 

unity (see John 17).  God commands 

blessings upon it.  Therefore, we look 

—not at present circumstances—but at 

God’s Sovereign purpose and promise, 

and find there our hope.  

We will be unpacking more of this 

theme together at our annual CSM 

Leadership Conference in Gatlinburg, 

Tennessee, on May 16-18.  We would 

love to have you there as we hear 

“The Power of the Prophetic Word” 
from Marc Dupont, Michael Coleman, 

and Charles Simpson.  For more 

information, visit us on the web at 

www.csmpublishing.org.

What happens when believers come together?

STEPHEN SIMPSON is the Editor of One-to-One and Senior Pastor of Covenant Church of Mobile. 
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Where are we 
going and how 

can we help 
each other get 

there? 
BY CHARLES SIMPSON

keynote



e
arly in my ministry, I spent 

a lot of time studying and 

preaching on prophecy.  

Lately, I have been called 

back to the subject by the Holy 

Spirit.   I am more convinced 

than ever that the fulfi llment of 

prophecy is the most powerful 

authentication of the Bible as 

God’s Word.

The words spoken by God not 

only created and sustained all that 

is, but creation is on a prophetic 

path to fulfi ll all that was spoken, 

and we do well to study the Word 

of God regarding the prophetic 

journey that we are on.  The 

Word of God gives us both 

promises and warnings regarding 

our choices as we sojourn.  

Obedience will lead us to the 

Land of Promise.  (See Acts 3:18-

26; romans 1:1-6; Luke 1:70.)

 Satan’s fi rst appearance in 

creation was to question the 

Word of God.  The warnings given 

by God came to pass.  The very 

existence of evil testifi es to God’s 

Word.  If we know and heed His 

promises, our journey will take 

us to the tree of life, the 

river of life, and the very 

throne of God (see 

revelation 

22).   But it is 

a journey, 

and as 

we study Abraham and Israel, we can 

better understand our journey and 

what God has called us to do.

abraham
Abraham was chosen by God to 

be the “father of the faith”, and he 

demonstrated numerous lessons 

from which we can benefi t (study 

romans 4).  The Lord promised 

Abraham a son, a land, a nation; God 

promised that he would bless all 

nations and have great name.   At the 

time, Abraham had none of that.   In 

the ensuing centuries, those words are 

still coming to pass—4000 years later!

The Word of God required 

Abraham to make a 400 mile journey 

to the West.   Abraham believed God, 

was counted righteous, and he made 

the journey.   All of those who have 

the faith of Abraham are sojourners.  

The prophetic word requires 

movement, obedience, and a 

change of locations.  It calls us 

to the land of promise: righteousness, 

peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (see 

romans 14:17).  

 In Genesis 15:13, the Lord told 

Abraham his descendants would be 

strangers and servants in a foreign land 

for 400 years, and then they would 

be led out.  This too came to pass, 

as God chose Moses to continue the 

prophesied journey (see exodus 3).

We must note here that Abraham 

sinned in the matter of Hagar, the bond 

woman. Hagar gave birth to Ishmael.  

Abraham had waited, but his wife Sarah 

had no son, so he attempted to fulfi ll 

the Word of God his own way.  But 

Ishmael was not the son of promise 

given to Abraham and Sarah. God fulfi lls 

His own Word, His own way, and in His 

own time.   Though Abraham sinned, 

he was justifi ed by faith, and that is 

good news for us.

moses
Moses, like Abraham, was 

not perfect.  He had murdered 

an egyptian who was abusing an 

Israelite slave, then escaped east 

to Midian.  Forty years later, God 

called Moses at the burning bush 

to deliver Israel from slavery to the 

land promised to Abraham.  God 

introduced Himself to Moses as “the 

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob”, 

the three grandfathers to whom 

God had made and confi rmed His 

covenant.  Again, the Word required 

a journey for both Moses and Israel. 

The story of Israel’s deliverance 

from egyptian slavery is a remarkable 

example of our deliverance from the 

culture of “slavery to the fl esh”. 
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“The prophetic 
word requires 
movement, 
obedience, 
and a change 
of locations.”



inheritance, and became bitter at his 

brother Jacob, who not only wanted 

it but got it through deception 

(Genesis 27-28; Hebrews 12:14-17). 

The bitterness of Esau was passed on 

to his descendants who continued 

to despise Israel, the descendants of 

Jacob.  

So, when Jacob’s descendants—

Israel—began the journey to their 

inheritance (the one promised to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) guess 

who was fi rst to attack them?  The 

Amalekites!  The Amalekites remind 

us that there are adversaries to God’s 

prophetic purpose who will not sit 

passively while we sojourn.  

evil is a malignant force that we 

can defeat if we recall and declare 

prophetic purpose.   The Lord is 

the “Lord of Battles” and will guide 

us to victory—because He watches 

over His Word to perform it.  It is 

not simply that He prefers us to 

our enemies; He is no respecter 

of persons.  It is because He has 

determined His will, and if we walk in 

it, it shall be accomplished.

Having said that, there will be 

instructions to obey.  In this battle, 

the Lord told Moses to go upon a 

hill overlooking the battle, and take 

two men with him, Aaron and Hur.  

The Lord also instructed that Joshua 

should lead the battle.

Moses was instructed to hold 

up his staff , and as long as he did, 

Joshua prevailed over the Amalekites.   

But when his arm grew weary, and 

he allowed the staff  to drop down, 

Amalek prevailed.  So, Aaron and 

Hur held up his hands and seated 

Moses on a rock the rest of the day 

until evening, and Israel defeated the 

Amalekites.

There are numerous lessons here 

for us to observe: 
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• Listen for guidance when you 

are in battle

• Leaders need a strong core 

of support

• Leaders get weary and bad 

things happen

• Lifting up the leaders hands 

helps us all win (see Isaiah 

35:3-4).

• Authority is best exercised 

while seated upon the rock 

with strong supporters on 

either side.

There are other lessons here, but 

we should observe a prophetic word 

that the Lord gave to Moses after the 

victory: “I will have war with Amalek 

from generation to generation.”  Bear 

in mind that the Amalekites were 

descendants of esau, the bitter one.  

And, as the prophecy said, they kept 

turning up in history in an eff ort to 

defy the Word of the Lord.

The war was not only a war 

between Israel and the Amalekites; it 

was a war against the prophetic Word 

of God, a war to prevent His people 

from completing their journey. The 

battles are incidental; the journey is 

everything!  Genesis 12, exodus 17, 

Psalm 83, and all the words of the 

prophets are yet with us and will be 

fulfi lled (see Acts 3:21).  We need to 

know and declare those words!

One of the classic debates in 

history and the present is the debate 

between God’s Sovereign will and 

man’s free will.  Both are realities, 

but how these two wills interact is 

crucial.  There is a fork in our path.  

We can choose our will or we can 

choose His.  History is fi lled with 

consequences of either choice.

esau and Amalek chose their 

own way; Abraham, Moses, and 

others sought and discovered God’s 

Deliverance requires: 

• A call to a preacher of the 

Word

• A struggle between 

powers

• The shedding of blood

• The eating of a covenant 

meal and baptism in water 

and Spirit.  

They were instructed to dress 

for a journey.  All of this, however, 

was just the beginning, not the end.

Israel had barely crossed 

the red Sea until they were 

testing God with grumbling, 

doubt, looking back, and outright 

rebellion.  They even reverted to 

idolatry.  So, they wandered for 

40 years before a new generation 

would resume the prophetic 

journey to enter the Land of 

Promises (study Psalm 105).

The amalekites
The Amalekites are an amazing 

story. They were descendants of 

esau, who was the oldest son of 

Isaac. esau despised his spiritual 
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prophetic purpose.  They took the 

path to His prophetic promises and 

began the journey (see Proverbs 

14:12; Isaiah 53:6).  Psalm 23 gives 

us a clear picture of the “path of the 

righteous.”  And it tells us where that 

path leads.  But those who choose 

their own way choose peril over 

promise.

While we may be born again 

by faith in Jesus Christ and the 

regenerating power of the Holy 

Spirit, we are faced with choices 

daily—our way or His.  These 

choices have consequences, even 

if we are forgiven.  Wrong choices 

and detours can be painful.

our journey
All kinds of leaders would do 

well to study the prophets (see 2 

Timothy 3:15-16).  Attempting to 

get the “land of promise” without 

God’s guidance is futile.  A study 

of Nietzsche, Marx, or Hitler, and 

a host of others should be ample 

evidence that to ignore God and 

pursue some Utopian or atheistic 

philosophy is indeed foolish.

But what about you and me?  

Is it not equally foolish to simply 

go to church and participate in 

its good programs, yet ignore 

His Divine purpose for our lives?  

yes, it is.  religion is no substitute 

for obedience and becoming a 

sojourner in the plan God has for 

our lives (see 1 Samuel 15:22).

My challenge to you is simply 

this: study the prophets and apostles 

to discover God’s eternal purpose, 

then seek the Lord for your calling 

and begin the journey.  There is 

a land of promise for all of us, 

and we need not perish in some 

wilderness, coming short of the 

great possibilities.  

Why not gather a small group of 

friends around the question: where 

are we going and can we help each 

other get there?  Godspeed as you 

travel together in faith.

Why not gather a small group of 

friends around the question: where 

are we going and can we help each 

other get there?  Godspeed as you other get there?  Godspeed as you 

charles 
Simpson

 ministry itinerary 

may 16-18 | gatlinburg, Tn
CSM Leadership Conference
Betty Duke / 251.633.7900

may 25-27
greensburg, pa

Covenant East

Jim Newsom / 724.838.7611

june 1-3
West monroe, La

Robert Lindsay / 318.396.7951

june 8-10
Farmingdale, ny

Farmingdale Christian Church

John Quince/ 516.293.1838

june 23-24
Harper, TX

Wild Ride Ministries

Mike Weaver / 830.456.2674

june 29-july 1
new Braunfels, TX

Renew Church

Terry Knighten / 830.625.7222

 For charles’ complete 
itinerary and for more 

information, visit 
www.csmpublishing.org

or call 251.633-7900

CHARLES SIMPSON  is Editor-in-Chief 
of One-to-One Magazine. He ministers 
extensively throughout the United States 
and among the nations.

THE POWER OF 
THE PROPHETIC 
WORD (SERIES) 

D130P (6 CDs)......................$39 

plus $5.50 S&H

The gift of prophecy has 

not ceased. It is still valid 

today. However, there are 

many false prophets. How 

do we discern an authentic 

Word from God? Charles 

Simpson examines the 

biblical foundations for 

the prophetic word and 

explores the dynamics of 

prophecy now.

“The prophetic 
word requires 
movement, 
obedience, 
and a change 
of locations.”
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canada
KINGSTON CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP
P.O. Box 26015, 732 Milford Dr. 
Kingston, Ontario K7M 4y0
David Thompson, Pastor
Ph: (613) 384-1034
e: thomp@kingston.net

alabama
COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt rd. 
Mobile, AL 36695 
Stephen Simpson, Pastor
Ph: (251) 639-9020
covenantmobile.com

california
SADDLEBACK COVENANT 
CHURCH
23401 Madero, Ste. A
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Kevin Davenport, Pastor 
Ph: (949) 770-0291 
e: info@saddlebackcovenant.com  
saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B
el Cajon, CA 92020 
Mark Hoffman & David Hoffman,
Co-Pastors;  Ph: (619) 442-7728 
foothillschurch.org

connecticut
ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
P.O. Box 108, 980 Main St. 
Willimantic, CT 06226 
Kevin White, Pastor 
Ph: (860) 456-2522 
e: alccwilli@hotmail.com
geocities.com/alccwilli

STANLEY MEMORIAL
FOUNTAIN OF LIFE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
639 east St. 
New Britain, CT 06051
ronald F. Brackett, Pastor
Ph: (860) 229-2083 

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP 
122 Colman St.
New London, CT 06320  
Samuel Spatafore, Pastor
Ph: (860) 447-3757 
tolcf.org

Florida
GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP
2960 Plummer Cove rd.
Jacksonville, FL, 32223 
Graeme Coad, Pastor 
Ph: (904) 288-8808 
e: hallelujah@bellsouth.net
gracechapeljax.com
      

COVENANT COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
1007 Gospel rd. 
Ft.  Walton Beach, FL 32547
Jim Grabo, Pastor
Ph: (850) 863-1323
e: admin@covenant.gccoxmail.com 
ccfwb.com

georgia
COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
P.O. Box 1286, 
Suwanee, GA 30024 
John Duke, Jr., Pastor
Ph: (678) 442-1006  
covenantlifeonline.org

CHRISTIAN COVENANT CHURCH
1105 W 2nd Ave.
Albany, GA 31707-3803 
Morris Gurr, Pastor
Ph: (229) 883-4334 
e:info@christiancovenantchurch.com
christiancovenantchurch.com

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH
111 Walthour rd.
Savannah, GA 31410 
Douglas Patterson, Pastor 
Ph: (912) 897-6630  
e: douglas_patterson@att.net

illinois
SPIRIT OF GOD FELLOWSHIP & 
RESTORATION MINISTRIES 
16350 State St.
South Holland, IL 60473 
Dr. John Sullivan 
Ph: (708) 331-1234
e: jfsdds1@aol.com
sogfonline.com

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH 
2 S 361 Glen Park rd., 
Lombard, IL 60148 
Ph: (630) 627-7202  
John Cross, Pastor
e: Admin@folc.net 
www.folc.net

iowa
RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
4855 Forest Grove Dr. 
P.O. Box 347 
Bettendorf, IA 52722 
Ph: (563) 332-9154
Jim Tully, Pastor

Kentucky
NEW LIFE CHURCH
3402 Goose Creek rd. 
Louisville, Ky, 40241
Tim Parish, Pastor
Ph: (502) 426-3132 
e: info@newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT 
CHURCH
306 Skylark Dr.
Winchester, Ky 40391  
Stephen Humble, Pastor
Ph: (859) 771-7138 
e: stephenhumble@bellsouth.net 

Louisiana
OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH
P.O. Drawer H
Oberlin, LA 70655
William Currie, Pastor 
Ph: (318) 448-3103  
el: wandtfam@suddenlink.net
housechurchesofLA.org

COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH
117 Lake Tyler Dr.
Pineville, LA 71360
Steve Hebert, elder
Ph: (337) 367-5879

maryland
NEW HERITAGE CHURCH
9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B
ellicott City, MD 21042 
randy reinhardt & 
Fred Lessans, Pastors 
Ph: (410) 313-9660 
e: newheritagechurch@verizon.net
new-heritage.org

massachusetts
COVENANT CHURCH
9 Westminster Ave., 
Arlington, MA 02474 
Brian emmet, Pastor 
Ph: (781) 646-9027
e: bemmet@covmin.org  
covmin.org

michigan
ASSYRIAN MINISTRY    
200 S. Hooker Ave.
Three rivers, MI 49093
John Booko, Director 
Ph: (269) 279-2672  
e: revbooko@hotmail.com
assyria.freeservers.com

CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH  
3433 South Lincoln rd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor 
Ph: (989) 773-1800  
e: charann@cmsinter.net
gocmcc.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH
4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy 
Lansing, MI, 48917  
Fred McGlone, Pastor 
e: fbmcglone@comcast.net
Ph: (517) 323-8180 
ncccweb.org

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
4739 Wah Wah Soo
Gaylord, MI, 49735 
Jeff Bennethum, Pastor
Ph: (989) 450-5427  
e: Jeff@bennethums.com

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH   
2215 e. Michigan Ave.
Lansing, MI, 48912  
Malcolm Magee, Pastor  
Ph: (517) 485-5483
e: office@libertycc.net  
libertycc.net

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH OF 
NORTHERN MICHIGAN
7700 W Blue rd.
Lake City, MI 49651 
Gary Bigger & Andrew Whipple, 
elders 
Ph: (231) 839-2244  
e: covenantlifechurch@centurytel.net
clifechurch.net

THE MASTER’S CHRISTIAN 
MINISTRIES
971 Dutton rd.
rochester Hills, MI, 48306 
Dr. Loren Siffring, Pastor  
Ph: (248) 651-6785 
e: lorensiffring@me.com   

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH OF WEBBERVILLE  
7400 Stow rd.
Fowlerville, MI 48836 
Jeff Williams, Pastor
Ph: (517) 468-3443 
e: jpmk@tds.net

AGAPE’ CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
609 Cherokee St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49006 
ron Vestrand, Pastor 
Ph: (269) 385-5772
agapecc.com 

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 
P.O. Box 484 
Williamston, MI 48895
Bill Michell, Pastor 
Ph: (517) 618-6977 
e: wmmichell@frontier.com

mississippi
COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH
P.O. Box 107
McComb, MS 39648 
Michael T. McCarty, Pastor 
Ph: (601) 249-4854 
e: mmccartysr@pobox.com

GRACE TEMPLE
1131 richburg rd.
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 264-0593 
Dwayne Higgason, Pastor  
gracetemple.com

Find a church
cSm’s Directory of contributing ministries

Would you like your 
ministry listed here? 
Contact us at (888) 811-CSM 
or visit csmpublishing.org 
for more information.
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NEW COVENANT CHURCH
200 W. Garrard rd.
Starkville, MS 39759 
Bill Murphy, Pastor
Ph: (662) 323-4555 
e: ncc@bellsouth.net
newcovenantchurch.net

missouri
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH 
9018 Big Bend Blvd. 
Webster Groves, MO 63119
Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor 
Ph: (314) 395-6326 
e: secretary@ctkchurch.net
ctkchurch.net

montana
MARANATHA CENTER  
P.O. Box 66, Opheim, MT 59250 
Herb Sand, Pastor
Ph: (406) 725-3293 

new jersey
LONG BRANCH COVENANT 
CHURCH
355 Joline Ave.
Long Branch, NJ 07740  
Tony Moss, Pastor 
Ph: (732) 870-2028 
e: Lbcovenant@comcast.net
longbranchcovenant.org

new york
FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
117/125 Main St.
Farmingdale, Ny, 11735  
John Quince, Pastor 
Ph: (516) 293-1838  
e: fccelders@aol.com
farmingdalechristianchurch.org

north carolina
BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 3178
Shelby, NC 28151
Harry J. Gregory, Sr., Sr. elder-Apostle
Ph: (704) 481-0990 

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 
MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill rd.
Granite Falls, NC 28630
randy Bowlin, Pastor  
Ph: (828) 396-7690 
e: cfs@conninc.com

COVENANT CHURCH 
INTERNATIONAL 
12621 Strickland rd. 
raleigh, NC 27613
Jim Sink, Sr., Pastor
Ph: (919) 846-8742
ccifamily.org
 
ohio
NEW WINE COVENANT 
COMMUNITY
1215 Polaris Pkwy. Ste. 214 
Columbus, OH  43240-2037
Ph: (614) 554-9017
Mark Puttick, Pastor
e: immarkputtick@gmail.com
sowershome.com

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
5550 Lancaster Newark rd. N.e.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148
Dennis Coll, Pastor
Ph: (740) 862-6443  
e: life@covenantchristianchurch.org
covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
925 W. Hopocan Ave.
Barberton, OH 44203 
John Akins & Joe Schoblocher, Pastors 
Ph: (330) 825-9603 
emmanuelchristianassembly.com

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES
1213 Taplin Ave. 
Akron, OH 44319 
John Akins, President
Ph: (330) 825-9603 

oklahoma
ABUNDANT LIFE TABERNACLE 
P.O. Box 2661
Ada, OK 74820
Ph: (580) 332-0325
George Carson, Pastor

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
3106 N. Utah
Oklahoma City, OK  73112 
Dwight Cunkle, Pastor 
Ph: (405) 943-5939 
e: bjcunkle@aol.com
covenantlifechurch.com

pennsylvania
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH   
110 Hays rd.
Upper St. Clair PA 15241
rick Wiater, Pastor
Ph: (724) 941-9418
e: rweph210@gmail.com
goodshepherdchurchofsouthhills.org 

COVENANT CHURCH EAST   
623 Highland Ave.
Greensburg,  PA 15601
Jim Newsom, Pastor
Ph: (724) 838-7611 
e: covenanteast@verizon.net
covenanteast.org

OUTWARD FOCUSED 
114 Carson St.
Monroeville, PA 15146
Jim Newsom, exec. Director
Ph: (412) 856-1809 
e: nuke035878@att.net
outwardfocused.org

Tennessee
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH
1000 Woodridge Place
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
Larry Grainger, Pastor 
Ph: (615) 754-7035 
alcmtjuliet.com

Texas
CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
17000 Longenbaugh Dr.
Houston, TX  77095 
Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor  
Ph: (281) 463-6600 
e: ccc@christcov.net
christcov.net

BOY WITH A BALL
P.O. Box 14387
San Antonio, TX 78214-4387
Ph: (210) 858-1580
boywithaball.com

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO
6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., #505  
Houston, TX  77041 
Manuel Montez, Pastor
Ph: (281) 859-0191 

FOUNDATION MINISTRIES
P.O. Box 291130
Kerrville, TX 78029 
rene Brown, Director
Ph: (817) 444-6475 

EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES
5411 McPherson rd. #84-102  
Laredo, TX 78041 
Terry everroad, President 
Ph: (715) 635-7824  
e: terry@everroad.com

RENEW CHURCH
2270 FM 725
New Braunfels, TX 78130
Terry Knighten, Pastor
Ph: 830.625.7222 
renewchurch.tv

Virginia
HARVEST CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP
5 Serene Ct.
Stafford, VA 22556
Jim McNally, Pastor
Ph: (540) 286-1560
e: harvestjim@aol.com
harveststafford.com
 
HARVEST INTERNATIONAL 
MINISTRIES
5 Serene Ct.
Stafford, VA 22556 
Jim McNally, Pastor 
Ph: (540) 286-1560 
el: harvestjim@aol.com
becomingsons.com

INTERCESSORS FOR AMERICA
Dave Kubal, President
PO Box 915, Purcellville, VA 20134
Tel: 540-317-2070
Fax: 540-751-0984
ifapray.org 

YADA 
c/o Bradley Stuart
6 Serene Ct. 
Stafford, VA 22556
Ph: (540) 318-5752
e: yadaoffice@gmail.com
yadainternational.com

OAKBROOK CHURCH
1700 reston Pkwy. 
reston, VA, 20194 
Scott Johnson, Pastor
Ph: (703) 437-4900  
e: Info@oakbrookchurch.org
oakbrookchurch.org

GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
8910 e. Pocahontas Trail #e
Willamsburg, VA  23185-3142
Thomas McCormick, Pastor
Ph: (757) 887-1100 
e: patmc@tni.net
groveoutreach.org

Washington
IMPACT CHURCH
233 St. Helens #201
Tacoma, WA 98402
Meets at The Hub Annex
Contact: Gregory Mira
Ph: (916) 474-4985
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Find a church
cSm’s Directory of contributing ministries

REGISTER
NOW

THE COURAGE TO 
CHANGE (SINGLE)

SS009......................................$8 

plus $3 S&H

“God loves you just the way 
you are—and He loves you 
so much, He won’t leave 
you the way you are.”

From his own spiritual 

journey, Stephen Simpson 

asks, “What do you do when 

the things you love are 

killing you?” Stephen shares 

on being open to God’s 

power and the tools needed 

to transform your life.
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familygram

In its fi rst weekend, this small 
indie fi lm, opening on less than 
400 screens, fi nished in the top ten 
of overall box-o�  ce leaders.  And 
it was an astounding number three 
for average per-screen receipts.  
A strong word-of-mouth buzz 
overcame the attempts of certain 
negative fi lm critics, who reacted 
against the fi lm’s clear pro-life 
and pro-faith presentation.  And 
while the message of the fi lm is 
indeed clear and unmistakable, it 
is never preachy.  In fact, it o� ers 
a refreshing in its open and honest 
approach to discovering truth, 
forgiveness, and redemption.  

October Baby tells the story 
of Hannah Lawson (Rachel 
Hendrix), a 19-year-old college 
student whose life is turned upside 
down when she discovers that 
she is adopted, and that she is the 
survivor of an attempted abortion.  

She begins a quest to discover 
who she is and who her biological 
mother is ... and to know why she 
is still alive.  

“Always there” for Hannah is 
her childhood friend, Jason Bradley 

(Jason Burkey), who convinces 
Hannah to join him and his merry 
band of cohorts on a Spring Break 
trip to New Orleans.  Along for 
the ride are Jason’s self-absorbed 
girlfriend, Alanna (Colleen Trusler) 
and Danielle (Joy Brunson), along 
with B-Mac (Chris Sligh) and 
Truman (Austin Johnson).  The road 
trip takes many unexpected detours 
and Hannah discovers a lot more 
than she planned.  

Her worried parents, Jacob 
(John Schneider) and Grace 
(Jennifer Price), face a painful, 
confusing, and seemingly 
impossible dilemma:  how to 
protect their daughter while telling 
her the truth about her birth.   
God-sent allies arrive along the 
way in the form of Police O�  cer 
Mitchell (Tracy Miller), Nurse 
Mary Rutledge (Jasmine Guy), 
and a wise Priest (Rodney Clark).   

       is a powerful fi lm 
about how mercy triumphs over judgment
BY STEPHEN SIMPSON

One of the most moving and signifi cant fi lms i’ve ever seen hit theaters across 
the united States this Spring, sparking deep emotions and conversations, 
and in many cases, changing lives.  This fi lm, October Baby, is produced by The 

Erwin Brothers, and stars john Schneider, jasmine guy, jason Burkey, chris Sligh, and 
luminous newcomer rachel Hendrix.   

In its fi rst weekend, this small 
indie fi lm, opening on less than 
400 screens, fi nished in the top ten 
of overall box-o�  ce leaders.  And 
it was an astounding number three 
for average per-screen receipts.  
A strong word-of-mouth buzz 
overcame the attempts of certain 
negative fi lm critics, who reacted 
against the fi lm’s clear pro-life 
and pro-faith presentation.  And 
while the message of the fi lm is 
indeed clear and unmistakable, it 
is never preachy.  In fact, it o� ers 
a refreshing in its open and honest 
approach to discovering truth, 
forgiveness, and redemption.  

 tells the story 
of Hannah Lawson (Rachel She begins a quest to discover 

(Jason Burkey), who convinces 
Hannah to join him and his merry 
band of cohorts on a Spring Break 
trip to New Orleans.  Along for 
the ride are Jason’s self-absorbed 
girlfriend, Alanna (Colleen Trusler) 
and Danielle (Joy Brunson), along 
with B-Mac (Chris Sligh) and 
Truman (Austin Johnson).  The road 
trip takes many unexpected detours 
and Hannah discovers a lot more 
than she planned.  

Her worried parents, Jacob 
(John Schneider) and Grace 
(Jennifer Price), face a painful, 
confusing, and seemingly 
impossible dilemma:  how to 
protect their daughter while telling 
her the truth about her birth.   

Erwin Brothers, and stars john Schneider, jasmine guy, jason Burkey, chris Sligh, and 
luminous newcomer rachel Hendrix.   
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Another unforgettable character is 
Cindy Hastings (Shari Rigby), who is 
hiding a secret that is about to break 
her heart.  

The fi lm is inspired in part by 
the true, real-life story of Gianna 
Jessen who was born prematurely in 
1977 after surviving a saline abortion 
procedure.  The horrifi c experience 
left Jessen with cerebral palsy.  She 
not only survived, but became an 
inspiring pro-life activist.  In a recent 
article from the National Catholic 
Register online written by Tim Drake, 
Co-Director Andrew Erwin says, 
“We were so moved by her story.”  
Jon Erwin, the other Co-Director 
continues,  “Her life is beautiful and 
a testament to the beauty of life in 
general — and a testament to what 
the world would have lost if she had 
never been given the right to exist.” 1

 Some critics have attempted 
to dismiss the storyline as implausible, 
suggesting that babies never survive 
abortion attempts.  Not only does 
Jessen’s story prove these critics 
to be woefully uninformed, but will 
certainly bring this reality to light to 
a broader number of people.  It also 
reminds us that certain politicians 
(including President Barack Obama) 
have, in the past, opposed e� orts to 
protect infants born alive following 
abortion attempts.  2 

The focus of the fi lm is not 
political however, and it’s not even 
primarily about abortion.  The grand, 
over-arching message here is one 
of forgiveness and redemption.  This 
message was deeply personal to 
everyone who participated in making 
this movie, but none more than Shari 
Rigby, who was cast as Hannah’s 
birth mother, Cindy Hastings.   In 
the fi lm, Cindy has become a very 
successful lawyer, with a beautiful 
family ... and many secrets.  

According to the Erwin Brothers, 
Rigby was cast because she is a 
tremendous actress with whom they 

had worked before, and she bore 
a striking resemblance to Rachel 
Hendrix.  What the Erwin Brothers 
didn’t know, and what Rigby herself 
didn’t know before she read the 
script, was how her own life and the 
life of the character were about  to 
intersect in a miraculous way.  

Jon Erwin describes getting 
Rigby’s phone call after she read 
the script:  “She called us, weeping, 
asking me, ‘How did you know?’  
We said, ‘What are you talking 
about?’  She said, ‘Twenty years 
ago, I was working at a law fi rm, in 
a relationship, and found out I was 
pregnant.‘  She decided to have an 
abortion.”   Rigby continues, “So 
many times, as young women, we 
carry that burden that we’re going to 
look like a failure, that it’s shameful.  
You know, you can hide a secret 
about an abortion for a long time.”   
She told  the Erwins, “Nobody 
knows except my husband and my 
therapist.”

“We were blown away by 
that,” says Jon Erwin.  “She said, 
‘I feel like this is God telling me 
that it’s time for me to share 
my story.’”  Andrew Erwin 
says, “For the post-abortive 
mothers, it was very 
important to be sensitive 
to them and for this to be 
a healing movie, and so 
having Shari’s voice and 
having her play the role 
was just phenomenal.” 

“As we went 
forward and fi lmed her 
scene, it wasn’t acting,” 
Jon says.  “It was as real as 
you could get, it was one 
of the more moving things 
I’ve ever seen.”  According 
to Shari, “We went into it, and 
right as the cameras were rolling, 
I just knew that the Lord was with me 
and that it was complete healing in 
that moment ... that wasn’t acting.  

That was my moment with God and 
Him with me, saying, ‘It’s OK, it’s over, 
and you’ve been forgiven.’”

Scenes of raw and honest 
emotion and intensity such as Rigby’s 
and also Jasmine Guy’s breathtaking 
tour-de-force moment as the nurse 
who saved Hannah’s life have 
connected deeply with audiences.  
Hendrix shines in her role, and makes 
the audience feel both Hannah’s pain 
and her healing.  She and Burkey 
have a natural ease together onscreen 
that make the audience forget that 
these are fi ctional characters in a 

movie.  Her 
scenes with 
John Schneider 
crackle with 
the tension 
between 
anger and 
love.  

continued on page 15



e
verything proceeds out of relationship. Before anything else, there 

was the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in relationship as One. Following 

the Lord’s own framework, the underpinnings of our advancement 

are relationships.

The late Dr. Ted Engstrom, president emeritus of World Vision 
International said in his book The Essential 

Engstrom: Proven Principles of 
Leadership: 

“organizations 
are outward 

manifestations of a 
shared purpose. any 
time two or more 
people agree to 

work together toward 
a common goal, an 
organization exists. 

all organizations are 
basically relationships. an 

organization chart is an attempt to 
describe these relationships, usually in terms 
of authority and responsibility.  
How these relationships are 
structured and how people 
view them will determine the 
character of that organization.”

marketplace exchange

making the life in your 
business...your business
> JONATHAN SIMPSON
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Finding the 
Bottom Line
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doors, vision, laughter and 
fellowship are good life 

indicators. Where there’s life, 
others are drawn. Who wants 

to hang around a mortuary? 
Meetings, policies, paychecks, 
titles, computer software, or other 
“good things” don’t substitute for 
real relationship. You need those 
things, but don’t look for them to 
hold an organization together in the 
storms. Knowledge and diligence 
are increasingly commodity 
attributes in the workforce. The 
exceptions are those who are 
passionate about their work. How 
can we foster that passion?

Here are a couple of thoughts 
on how we can spur on life in our 
organizations.

• Be intentional about building 
the relationship. View 
relationships as the goal, not 
a means to achieve a goal. 
Sometimes we have to drop 
the agenda, in order to move 
forward with one another. Look 
for “koinonia” (communion and 
communication) opportunities. 
It’s hard to resolve confl ict 
without a relationship.

• Disengage self-preservation 
mode. Self-preservation is a 
self infl icted siege. It is tough 
to see in ourselves but easily 
recognized by others. It’s not 

The 
scriptures tell us 

in Ecclesiastes 4:9-10, 
“Two are better than one, 

because they have a good 
return for their labor: If either of 

them falls down, one can help the 
other up. But pity anyone who falls 
and has no one to help them up.” 

Strength in Relationships
In 1903, The New York Times 

said that in order to build a 
fl ying machine, mathematicians 
and mechanics would have to 
continuously work together for 
the next one million to ten million 
years. But just two months later, 
two brothers, Orville and Wilbur 
Wright fl ew. 

And the list or relationship-
based achievement goes on:  
Friends who spurred one another 
on, sold their possessions, started 
in garages and something was 
born out of their relationships and 
passion for their ideas. 

Life from relationships is a self-
evident creation principle. You don’t 
have to be a Christian to see that 
life comes out of relationships, only 
mildly observant.  

The challenge is ensuring that 
the relational vitality goes forward. 
When the relational meaning of an 
“organization” becomes clouded 
or replaced with bureaucracy, 
buildings, politics, and the bottom 
line, company life is diminished. 
Fragmentation over time brings 
about a slow death as relationships 
are gently snu� ed out and the 
foundation crumbles. 

“Life” in the Organization
Attitudes of service, passionate 

employees and discussion, open 

attractive. Fiefdoms, “look 
what I did”, holding on and 
getting all you can; these 
come from an attitude of self-
preservation.  If we can free 
ourselves from it, we are better 
able to move from a scarcity 
to an abundant mentality. 

Life in the organization is 
contagious. So is gloom. As 
believers we have newness of 
life from the Holy Spirit and 
the hope of eternal life. We 
are being transformed. That 
transformation sustains and fuels 
the life we share. Commitment 
is the byproduct of shared life. It 
can’t be conscripted. God is all 
about relationships and He is the 
giver of life. Our success will be 
an overfl ow of the relationships 
we build. God help us to build 
relationships and share life 
through the organizations we 
touch.

For more on this theme 
relating to the church check 
out the book Ants, Vines and 
Churches by Charles Simpson, 
available through CSM at 
csmpublishing.org. 

Finding the 
Bottom Line

“Friends spurred 
on another on, sold 
their possessions, 
started in garages 

and something was 
born out of their 
relationships and 
passion for their 

ideas.” 

doors, vision, laughter and 
fellowship are good life 

indicators. Where there’s life, 
others are drawn. Who wants 

to hang around a mortuary? 
Meetings, policies, paychecks, 
titles, computer software, or other 
“good things” don’t substitute for 

The 
scriptures tell us 

in Ecclesiastes 4:9-10, 
“Two are better than one, 

because they have a good 
return for their labor: If either of 

them falls down, one can help the 

JONATHAN SIMPSON  
serves CSM as Director of Development 
and assists with the Hidden Treasures 
Costa Rica Children’s Home.  



M
other Teresa once said, “I 
have found the paradox, 
that if you love until it 

hurts, there can be no more hurt, 
only more love.” Considering the 
amount of pain that exists in the 
world, I’ve been wondering lately 
if we’re loving enough. There is a 
great darkness that is moving in the 

world causing untold amounts of 
pain—sexual tra�  cking and slavery.  

According to the book Girls 
Like Us by Rachel Lloyd, the 
average “prostitute” in America is 
brought into the business from 12-
14, and there are possibly 600,000 
girls being tra�  cked in the USA.  

Nigerian women have been 
found who were brought to local 
witch doctors before they were 
shipped like cattle to Italy and other 

parts of Europe. The witch doctors 
placed a curse on them so that 
they would be too frightened to 
run away from their abusers.

Last year, I was studying in 
Italy for a few months.  During 
my stay, I did mission work at a 
women’s shelter operated by the 
nuns of Mother Teresa’s order, 
the Missionaries of Charity. The 
women and girls there were from 
all walks of life—some were Italian, 
some were not; some were sane, 
some were not; and some were 
abused, only a few were not.  
Since my mission time there, I’ve 
been inspired to act.  I’ve realized 
that as Christians—as human 
beings—we have a responsibility to 
stop these atrocities.  

And remember, it’s not just girls 
who are tra�  cked.  In Afghanistan, 
they have what’s known as “dancing 
boys”.  The crimes committed 
against these little boys are also 
very horrifi c. Often, the boys who 
are abused grow up to become 
abusers.  However, information 
without action is pointless.  

One thing you can do that can 
radically change our culture is to 
stop using the word “prostitute”.   
While there are some women who 
get into the life of their own volition, 
there are many who do not; and 
even for the ones who do make 
the choice, many times there are 
di�  cult circumstances surrounding 

that choice.  But for any girl under 
the age of 18, the word “prostitute” 
is not an acceptable description.  
They are slaves. 

The word “prostitute” can seem 
to take the actual victimhood away 
from these girls.  This is not some 
silly Pretty Woman fi lm scenario.  
There are so many preconceived 
notions concerning women and 
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mercy and justice

Breaking the curse of human traffi cking
> VICTORIA GRACE SIMPSON

“Witch doctors 
placed a curse 

on them so that 
they would be too 
frightened to run 
away from their 

abusers.”

out of 
Darkness
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Supporting 
  Businesses
R.W. BECKETT
John D. Beckett, Chairman
38251 Center ridge rd.
North ridgeville, OH 44039
(440) 327-1060
beckettcorp.com

CONTRACTORS OF TODAY, INC.
Gary Soutullo, Owner
P.O. Box 850941 • Mobile, AL 36685
(251) 660-9447

CORNERSTONE FURNITURE INC. 
Quentin S. Mulder, Owner
915 Grand Rapids St • Middleville, MI 49333 
(269)795-3259 • cornerstonefurniture.com

VRS ASSOCIATES, INC. 
Marketing Communications 
Vivian ruth Sawyer, Owner
615 Breckinridge Lane, Ste. 100 
Louisville, Ky 40207 
(502) 899-7613 • e-mail: vrsinc@aol.com

AXIA MERCHANT SERVICES
randal Clark, CeO/President
erik Krueger, Chairman
1216 State St. 4th Floor
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(877) 875-6114 • axia-eft.com
e-mail: rclark@axia-eft.com
e-mail: ekrueger@axia-eft.com

MACLEISH BUILDING, INC. 
Dan & Joyce MacLeish & 
Dan MacLeish Jr., Owners
650 E. Big Beaver #F • Troy, MI 48083-1432 
(248) 524-3244
e-mail: troyoffi  ce@aol.com
macbuilding.com

THE DISCOVERY THRIFT STORE
Gary Browning, President/Director 
9908 County Rd. 64 • Daphne, AL 36526
(251) 621-0682

RESIDENCE ARTISTS, INC.
Keith Landies, President
220 Fifth Avenue • Chardon, OH 44024
(440) 946.8824 (Cleveland)
(440) 286.8822 (Chardon)
(440) 286.8218 (Fax)
e-mail: info@residenceartists.com
residenceartists.com

Would you like your business listed 
in Marketplace Exchange? 
Contact Jonathan Simpson at: 
(251)633-7900, or via e-mail at: 
simpsonjonathan@bellsouth.net

sex crimes that we have to 
change the language for some 
people to even recognize that a 
crime has been committed.  It’s 
the sad truth.  

Another thing you can do 
is research who’s making your 
clothing, your shoes, and your 
household products.  There are 
many places in the world where 
slave labor is still used in factories.  
Many times in the factories, 
women are sexually abused 
and no one reports it.  In fact, 
when inspectors come into the 
factories from the companies that 
have outsourced their labor, the 
workers are told how to lie about 
their treatment.  

Finally, you can learn about 
organizations that are out in 
the fi eld and support them with 
prayer, donations, or volunteering. 
CSM and International Outreach 
Ministries have extensive 
connections with organizations 
that are on the front lines across 
the world. We have more 
extensive links and information 
at csmpublishing.org and 
internationaloutreachministries.org. 
Another amazing and e� ective 
ministry is Born2Fly International. 
Visit their website at born2fl y.org.

I am currently in prayer as 
to what my next step should be 
personally.  Everyone has a cause 
that burdens their heart—this is 
mine.  I am here to love and serve 
until it hurts, so that they won’t 
hurt, and instead know love.  I 
think that principle can be applied 
to everyone’s life, though, even 
if this isn’t the cause that weighs 
on your heart.  Love isn’t just 
something that you feel.  It’s 
something that you do—Christ 
showed us that.  

VICTORIA GRACE SIMPSON  
recently earned her Bachelor of Science 
Degree in International Studies with 
a Minor in Professional Writing from 
Spring Hill College, and will be working 
on her certifi cation to teach English as a 
Second Language in Italy. 

It should also be noted that 
the intense themes in the movie 
are lightened with a great deal 
of grace and humor in the form 
of two colorful characters, the 
world-weary wise-cracker Truman 
and his hilarious cousin, B-Mac 
the driver of a vintage VW Van. 
Sligh (American Idol) revels in his 
role as B-Mac with gusto, and also 
provides excellent music for the 
fi lm. cousin B-Mac, the driver of a 
vintage VW van.   

Aside from the relevant 
message, as a work of art, 
the film stands strong.  It 
looks gorgeous, with rich 
cinematography, stellar 
directing, the aforementioned 
brilliant acting,  and an 
altogether gripping story.  The 
music is used very effectively 
throughout as well. 

This fi lm is not for all ages.  
Rated PG-13, it contains some 
very intense thematic dialogue.  
But it would be exceptionally 
valuable for parents to see with 
their teens, followed up by family 
conversation about the issues 
presented. The movie doesn’t 
preach, so parents should 
follow the lead of the fi lm; see 
it together, then give your kids 
room to talk about it and express 
how they feel.  Ask questions, 
and listen.  

You can learn more about 
the film at octoberbabymovie.net, 
including theater locations 
nationwide. 

1 “Pro-Life Movie Opens Nationwide” by 

Tim Drake, March 5, 2012, NCRegister.com

2 LifeSiteNews.com, Monday August 11, 2008 



purchase a cD or download from cSm for your ipod®, ipad®, iphone®,  and other 
mobile devices to enjoy 24/7 access to inspiring wisdom and encouragement.

 CALL (888) 811-2CSM OR VISIT WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG

SOMETHING ABOUT RUTH  
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The true story about finding your future 
and leaving the past behind. A powerful 
message on God’s purpose and covenant 
relationships. 

Charles Simpson Ministries

P.O. Box 850067

Mobile, AL 36685-0067
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THE 300 
Charles Simpson (Single Disc)
CD179......................................$8 plus $3 S&H

Download only......................$6

We look at quantity. God looks at quality. Discover 
how the courage and vigilance of a few will achieve 
major breakthrough. A powerful message that will 
invite bold action.
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