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from the editor

Why do you do
ou do? |

what y

esus was traveling through

many cities and villages,

meeting people, teaching

them about the kingdom of
God, and healing their diseases. There
were so many people! And so many
needs. When Jesus looked at them,
He saw that they were very weary and
overwhelmed. To Him, it seemed that
they were scattered, like sheep without
a shepherd.

As His disciple Matthew records the
scene, we read that Jesus was moved
with compassion. It was no mere
emotion; this godly compassion for
the people motivated Jesus to act and
speak. He was moved. (See Matthew 9)

What moves you? What motivates
you, animates you, causes you to get up
In the moming and stay up late at night?

Here's another question: have
you ever faced burn-out? Have you
ever come to a place where it seemed
nothing could ever move you again?

[ know [ have at times, and it's not a
good feeling. It seems to me that a
lot of folks, particularly in America, are
battling that today.

God is dealing with our motives,
not to condemn us, but to breathe His
Spirit upon us and lead us in the way

R

o~

that leads to life, rather than death;

i life for us and for those around us. He
1s still actively seeking to work in and
through us to do a 'new thing”.
the old song, “‘God’s Not Finished With
i Me Yet!”

[ love

Just when we think we've got life

: "all figured out’, we discover a curve
i in the road and something new up

around the bend. In those moments,

i we are reminded once more that our
i dependance is not upon ourselves

or others, but upon God's presence,

i wisdom, and faithfulness. We are
i forced to re-examine our motives and
i our methods..and to seek God with

new fervor and focus. These times
not only re-shape us, but they position
us to be re-filled with God's Spirit and
power ... the power that will move us
onward into His glorious purpose.
Sometimes, we feel stuck or alone
or powerless. This usually hits us right
at the time when we need to be most
engaged. Our spiritual enemy knows
that, and he is crafty and malicious in
trying to stop us in our tracks. The only
antidote to burn-out and breakdown is
the washing and refreshing that comes
from the presence of God. As Paul told
the folks in Athens, “in Him we live and
move and have our being.”

o WV BN

i
’“‘.‘T‘-' .
(48 A

~
-

This April 17-19, 2013, in Gatlinburg,

Tennessee, | want to invite you to
gather with us and other friends to

i discover "Why Do You Do What You
Do?" Our speakers this year include
Bishop Joseph Garlington and Charles

Simpson, and we will once again
enjoy the dynamic worship leading of

! Don Poythress, Jim La Verde, and the

outstanding team from Abundant Life

i Church in Mt. Juliet, Tennessee. We
i sense this will be a time of refreshing

and re-purposing ... a time of renewal

i and restoration.

For more information on this
conference and to register now, please
visit www.csmpublishing.org or call
us at (251) 633-7900. We look forward
to seeing you there and seeking God
together with you.

Stephen Simpson’s new audio
message, “‘FIRST LOVE’,
is now available at
csmpublishing.org.

is the Editor of One-to-One and Senior Pastor of Covenant Church of Mobile.
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BY CHARLES SIMPSON

How to discover the healthiest
and happiest way to experience life!

pics
in the 400 meter race. Next to being a missionary, running was his passion.

cottish runner Eric Liddell won the gold medal in the 1924 Paris Olym
-

)
In the Academy-Award winning film Chariots of Fire (1981), he is famously

quoted as saying, ‘I believe that God made me for a purpose, but He alsc;{*nade
me fast. And when I run, I feel His pleasure.” The great tragedy of life for so
many people is that they never discover what they were born to do or get to know the joy of

doing what is in their hearts. Are you living from your heart?.

4 /| ONE-TO-ONE® SPRING 2013



L ¥ THE HEART

[ cannot define the .
s Neart in a spiritual sense; e
'"f" [ can only describe it. The B
relationship between the
: physical heart and the heart
I as the Bible addresses it | .l
remains a mystery to me
though I do believe that
there 1s a vital relationship
between the two. When our
thes are not lived from our
heart spiritually, it can hav:
a bad effect physically.

| “ e
%enerally Speaking, theg. |l
Bible addresses the heart
as the source and center

of our motivation in our
“true self. The Scriptures tell
us that we cannot truly
know our own hearts apar
from God (see Jeremia

l

17:9-10). Only God, our “mmes

Creator, can cause us to
‘ know our true motives; ‘
what we were created to
be and do. Understanding
- ourselves can be a difficult
but rewarding journey a
we fellowship with God
and trusted friends, but it's a
journey well-worth taking.
We are not merely a “type of
person’, we are each unigue.

¥ UNIQUE

In his book, The Power
of Uniqueness, Arthur F
Miller, Jr. writes that we
are all born with a specific

| unigue (see Psalm 139

genetic makeup; that our
motivations, abilities, and
patterns are predetermined
from birth, and began to
manifest at the earliest stages
of life. Recently psychology
has focused mainly upon
environmental causes of
behavior, but Miller focused

upon created causes. He looks
. at thousands of cases vvhere.-‘

the individual uniqueness
played the dominant role.
His approach is very biblical
and cites the numerous texts
that confirm our created
individuality. We were
designed to serve God in
Ispecific ways; our motives,
abilities, and patterns are 4

-

treats us as "types’ and seeks
to conform and stereotype
us. It categorizes us by race,
class, or some other method.

When we accept this, we begin

to live outside of our hearts
and callings with destructive
consequences. We cannot
force ourselves or others to
be who we, or they, are not.
The real answer to finding
peace, joy, and fruitfulness
lies in being in harmony with
how God made us. Then we
‘feel God's pleasure when we
run.” The most difficult lesson
for me 1s to accept people for
who they are and not who I
want them to be.

The problem is that society

¥ FROM THE
HEART

[ am impressed at how
often the Bible speaks about
the heart. We are to love God
with all our heart, and obey
from the heart, hide His Word
in our heart, to trust with all our
heart, to believe with our heart,
to forgive from our hearts,
and to give from our heart.
Scripture says that our words
reveal our hearts. There are
hundreds of other references to

—the heart. /l"

& Hypocrisy is when life and

heart are in conflict, when we
act and speak in ways that
betray the truth. The Bible
warns against that behavior,
not only because it displeases

- /God who desires “truth in the
" inward parts’, but because it

1s destructive to us. God deals
with us from His heart to our
heart. He calls us to live from
the heart—how He created us.
If our hearts condemn us, He
can handle our confession and
give us a clean heart (see Psalm
51:10; 1 John 3:18-21). But He
will not entertain pretense.
Faith, words, and deeds must
be In harmony.

We all live under pressure:
the pressure to make a living,
perform in certain ways, to
avold certain subjects, to
produce certain outcomes, and
behave or indulge in certain
soclal activity. In the process,
we can lose touch with God
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and our own heart. We

can respond by retreating,
or engage but project a
false image. Neither is
healthy, pleasing to God, or

satisfactory in the long term.
Culture, vocation, education,

and yes, even religion can
place upon us the demand
to fit in, go along to get
along, and paste a smile on
our face, while losing touch
with our created purpose.
Sooner or later, health or
relational 1ssues will blow
away the facade.

¥ THE KINGDOM
OF GOD

In 1964 the Lord drew
me to become filled with
the Holy Spirit. At that same
time, He gave me Romans
14:17 "The kingdom of
God is not eating and
drinking but righteousness,
peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit.” Since that time [

must be the dominant factor
for His glory and our good.
The Kingdom 1s life from His
heart expressed through our
heart and life—every area,
family, education, vocational,
and spiritual life.

Proverbs 12:22 says,
“Those who deal truthfully
are His delight.” That begins
with dealing truthfully with

God and our own heart. “‘God

1s not a man, that He should
lie” (see Numbers 23:19). He

glory. He pleased God (see
Hebrews 11:5).

¥ GIVING FROM
THE HEART

Most of us are bombarded
with pressure to give to
some cause. I try to avoild
giving merely because some
project seems worthy. My
resources belong to God,
and therefore [ need to give
as He directs, though I have
sometimes failed in that
regard. Pressure of one kind
or another has affected me.

[ was recently asked to
bring a stewardship message
to a large congregation and
decided that [ should, realizing
that if [ am to speak on giving,
[ must give. As [ prepared the
message, [ once again looked
at the Scriptures and saw that
glving must be done from
the heart. In Exodus 25:1-2,
the Lord instructed Moses to

tell Israel to bring offerings
to construct the tabernacle.
Those offerings were to

doesn't lie nor does He favor
us when we do. The publican
was honest with God though

have increasingly seen the
unfolding of those words.
Righteousness 1s God's gift

to us through faith in Christ.
While He accounts to us
through Christ, He works to
conform us to Christ. Peace
1s harmony with God and
others and brings us joy. It
is all in the Holy Spirit.

The kingdom of God is

His government in our lives.

He Who made us directs us
to express what He made
us to be. His created will

6 / ONE-TO-ONE® SPRING 2013

he had been dishonest and
Jesus pronounced him,
‘justified” (see Luke 18:9-14).
When we please God, He
takes care of the opposition
(see Proverbs 16:7).

Enoch is a wonderful
example of walking in
harmony with God and
being delivered from a
corrupt generation. He
walked with God right into

be given from their hearts.
Exodus 36:2-7 says that they
gave so much that they had
to be restrained. As former
slaves they were grateful to be
able to give, and did so from
their hearts.

Bezalel and Aholiab were
the primary supervisors of
construction, and Exodus
36:2 says that God had put
wisdom in their hearts. They



were created to create; they
were genetically designed
for the task. No doubt their
work brought great pleasure
to God, to themselves, and
others. Whether it was the
builders or the givers, the
issue was ‘from the heart”.

The issue in the early
Church was the same as
in Israel. In Acts 4:33-34,
the early Christians were of
one heart and soul to give
to the building of the body
of Christ, and they gave
houses and lands for the
propagation of the Gospel
There was a connection
between their hearts, their
giving, the power of God,
and His favor upon them.

The apostle Paul wrote
to Corinth, ‘So let each one
give as he purposes n his
heart, not grudgingly or of
necessity; for God loves
a cheerful giver” (see 2nd
Corinthians 9:7). The issue
was not to be pressure or
promises, but love. God
loves us and gives to us.
Giving is the overflow of
His heart toward us.

In 2 Corinthians 8:1-
15, Paul records that the
Macedonian churches gave
even though they were in
great trial, affliction, and
deep poverty. They gave
liberally and abundantly.
The key is found in verse
five: "they first gave

themselves to the Lord.”
They gave their hearts
before they gave their
resources.

God doesn't need
anything; He owns all
creation. But God is a giver
and wants us to know the
joy of a giving heart like His
own. Deuteronomy 15:10
tells us that God doesn't
want our hearts to be
grieved as we give, but to do
it with joy—to enjoy it! The
joy of giving is contagious.

¥ GETTING
HONEST

True renewal of our
hearts comes as we get
honest with God, ourselves,
and others. That is often
difficult because it can
Involve risk, confrontation,
and change. But failure to get
honest involves displeasing
God, frustration, and other
destructive behaviors. We
must periodically review
life and ask, what about my
life is not from the heart?
What am I doing that 1s
not experiencing God's
pleasure? If we can reconcile
our hearts to God and His
purpose, life will flow like
waters from the wells of
salvation (see Isaiah 12:3-4).

Abraham was a well
digger, but after his death,
the Philistines filled the

wells with dirt. Isaac had to
dig out the dirt to rediscover
the water. Sometimes dirt
gets in our well, whether we
allowed it or others threw it
in. As in Isaac’s case, there 1s
usually contention. But if we
keep moving and digging, we
will find our place and living
waters (see Genesis 26:17-
22). The issue is finding what
is in God's heart, getting that
in our heart, and then living
from the heart.

The good news is that we
do not have to settle for a life
of drudgery, frustration, and
meaninglessness. We can
have righteousness, peace,
and joy in the Holy Spirit. We
may have to face some tough
questions and 1ssues, but
we can escape the bondage
of cultural expectations and
conformity and live from
the heart if we get real with
our Creator who knows and
loves us. If we do, renewal will
come along with fruitfulness
and bring glory to God. The
kingdom of God is when He
rules our hearts.

May your life be lived from
the heart and bring to you the
joy of the Lord which will be
your strength. You will “feel

God's pleasure when you run.”
121

CHARLES SIMPSON is Editor-in-Chief
of One-to-One Magazine. He ministers
extensively throughout the United States
and among the nations.
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. Find a Church

Alabama

COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt Rd.

Mobile, AL 36695

Stephen Simpson, Pastor

Ph: (251) 639-9020
covenantmobile.com

California

SADDLEBACK COVENANT
CHURCH

23401 Madero, Ste. A

Mission Viejo, CA 92691

Kevin Davenport, Pastor

Ph: (949) 770-0291

E: info@saddlebackcovenant.com
saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B

El Cajon, CA 92020

Mark Hoffman & David Hoffman,
Co-Pastors; Ph: (619) 442-7728
foothillschurch.org

Connecticut
ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY
CHURCH

P.O. Box 108, 980 Main St.
Willimantic, CT 06226

Kevin White, Pastor

Ph: (860) 456-2522

E: alccwilli@hotmail.com
geocities.com/alccwilli

STANLEY MEMORIAL
FOUNTAIN OF LIFE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
639 East St.

New Britain, CT 06051
Ronald F. Brackett, Pastor
Ph: (860) 229-2083

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

122 Colman St.

New London, CT 06320
Samuel Spatafore, Pastor
Ph: (860) 447-3757
tolcf.org

Florida

GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

2960 Plummer Cove Rd.
Jacksonville, FL, 32223
Graeme Coad, Pastor

Ph: (904) 288-8808

E: hallelujah@bellsouth.net
gracechapeljax.com

COVENANT COMMUNITY
CHURCH

1008 Gospel Rd.

Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547
Jim Grabo, Pastor

Ph: (850) 863-1323

E: admin@covenant.gccoxmail.com

ccfwb.com
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Georgia

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
P.O. Box 1286,

Suwanee, GA 30024

John Duke, Jr., Pastor

Ph: (678) 442-1006
covenantlifeonline.org

CHRISTIAN COVENANT CHURCH
1105 W 2nd Ave.

Albany, GA 31707-3803

Ph: (229) 883-4334

E:info@christiancovenantchurch.org

christiancovenantchurch.org

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH
111 Walthour Rd.

Savannah, GA 31410

Douglas Patterson, Pastor

Ph: (912) 897-6630

E: douglas_patterson@att.net

Illinois

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH
2 S 361 Glen Park Rd.,
Lombard, IL 60148

Ph: (630) 627-7202

John Cross, Pastor

E: Admin@folc.net
www.folc.net

Iowa

RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
4855 Forest Grove Dr.
P.O. Box 347

Bettendorf, IA 52722

Ph: (563) 332-9154

Jim Tully, Pastor

Kentucky

NEW LIFE CHURCH

3402 Goose Creek Rd.
Louisville, KY, 40241

Tim Parish, Pastor

Ph: (502) 426-3132

E: info@newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT
CHURCH

306 Skylark Dr.

Winchester, KY 40391

Stephen Humble, Pastor

Ph: (859) 771-7138

E: stephenhumble@bellsouth.net

Louisiana

OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH
P.O. Drawer H

Oberlin, LA 70655

William Currie, Pastor

Ph: (318) 448-3103

El: wandtfam@suddenlink.net
housechurchesofLA.org

COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

117 Lake Tyler Dr.

Pineville, LA 71360

Steve Hebert, Elder

Ph: (337) 367-5879

Maryland

NEW HERITAGE CHURCH

9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B

Ellicott City, MD 21042

Randy Reinhardt &

Fred Lessans, Pastors

Ph: (410) 313-9660

E: newheritagechurch@verizon.net
new-heritage.org

Massachusetts
COVENANT CHURCH
9 Westminster Ave.,
Arlington, MA 02474
Brian Emmet, Pastor
Ph: (781) 646-9027

E: bemmet@covmin.org
covmin.org

Michigan

ASSYRIAN MINISTRY

200 S. Hooker Ave.

Three Rivers, Ml 49093
John Booko, Director

Ph: (269) 279-2672

E: revbooko@hotmail.com
assyria.freeservers.com

CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

3433 South Lincoln Rd.

Mt. Pleasant, M| 48858

Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor

Ph: (989) 773-1800

E: charann@cmsinter.net
gocmcc.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy
Lansing, MI, 48917

Fred McGlone, Pastor

E: fomcglone@comcast.net
Ph: (517) 323-8180
ncccweb.org

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
3917 S.0Old 27

Gaylord, MI, 49735

Jeff Bennethum, Pastor

Ph: (989) 450-5427

E: Jeff@bennethums.com

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2215 E. Michigan Ave.

Lansing, Ml, 48912

Malcolm Magee, Pastor

Ph: (517) 485-5483

E: office@libertycc.net
libertycc.net

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH OF
NORTHERN MICHIGAN

7700 W Blue Rd.

Lake City, Ml 49651

Gary Bigger & Andrew Whipple,
Elders

Ph: (231) 839-2244

E: covenantlifechurch@centurytel.net
clifechurch.net

Would you like your

ministry listed here?
Contact us at (888) 811-CSM

or visit csmpublishing.org

for more information.

THE MASTER’S CHRISTIAN
MINISTRIES

971 Dutton Rd.

Rochester Hills, MI, 48306
Dr. Loren Siffring, Pastor
Ph: (248) 651-6785

E: lorensiffring@me.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF WEBBERVILLE
6250 Herrington Rd.
Webberville, MI 48892
517-468-3530

Jeff Williams, Pastor

Ph: (517) 468-3443

E: jpmk@tds.net

AGAPE’ CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 Cherokee St.

Kalamazoo, MI 49006

Dave Sykes, Pastor

Ph: (616) 385-5772
agapecc.com

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP
P.O. Box 484

Williamston, M| 48895

Bill Michell, Pastor

Ph: (517) 618-6977

E: wmmichell@frontier.com

Mississippi
COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH
P.O. Box 107

McComb, MS 39648

Michael T. McCarty, Pastor
Ph: (601) 249-4854

E: mmccartysr@apobox.com

GRACE TEMPLE

1131 Richburg Rd.
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 264-0593

Dwayne Higgason, Pastor
gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
200 W. Garrard Rd.
Starkville, MS 39759

Bill Murphy, Pastor

Ph: (662) 323-4555

E: ncc@bellsouth.net
newcovenantchurch.net

Missouri

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
9018 Big Bend Blvd.
Webster Groves, MO 63119
Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor
Ph: (314) 395-6326

E: secretary@ctkchurch.net
ctkchurch.net

Montana

MARANATHA CENTER

P.O. Box 66, Opheim, MT 59250
Herb Sand, Pastor

Ph: (406) 725-3293



New Jersey

LONG BRANCH COVENANT
CHURCH

355 Joline Ave.

Long Branch, NJ 07740
Tony Moss, Pastor

Ph: (732) 870-2028

E: Lbcovenant@comcast.net
longbranchcovenant.org

New York

FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
117/125 Main St.

Farmingdale, NY, 11735

Ph: (516) 293-1838

E: fccelders@aol.com
farmingdalechristianchurch.org

North Carolina
BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 3178

Shelby, NC 28151

Harry J. Gregory, Sr., Sr. Elder-Apostle
Ph: (704) 481-0990

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP
MINISTRIES

6062 Petra Mill Rd.
Granite Falls, NC 28630
Randy Bowlin, Pastor

Ph: (828) 396-7690

E: cfs@conninc.com

COVENANT CHURCH OF RALEIGH
12621 Strickland Rd.

Raleigh, NC 27613

Jim Sink, Sr., Pastor

Ph: (919) 846-8742

ccifamily.org

Ohio

NEW WINE COVENANT
COMMUNITY

1215 Polaris Pkwy. Ste. 214
Columbus, OH 43240-2037
Ph: (614) 554-9017

Mark Puttick, Pastor

E: immarkputtick@gmail.com
sowershome.com

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
123 S. Broad St. Ste. 314

Lancaster, OH 43130

Dennis Coll, Pastor

Ph: (740) 862-6443

E: life@covenantchristianchurch.org
covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
925 W. Hopocan Ave.

Barberton, OH 44203

John Akins & Joe Schoblocher, Pastors
Ph: (330) 825-9603
emmanuelchristianassembly.com

Oklahoma

ABUNDANT LIFE TABERNACLE
P.O. Box 2661

Ada, OK 74820

Ph: (580) 332-0325

George Carson, Pastor

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
3106 N. Utah

Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Dwight Cunkle, Pastor

Ph: (405) 943-5939

E: bjcunkle@aol.com
covenantlifechurch.com

Pennsylvania

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH

110 Hays Rd.

Upper St. Clair PA 15241

Rick Wiater, Pastor

Ph: (724) 941-9418

E: rweph210@gmail.com
goodshepherdchurchofsouthhills.org

COVENANT CHURCH EAST
623 Highland Ave.
Greensburg, PA 15601

Jim Newsom, Pastor

Ph: (724) 838-7611

E: covenanteast@verizon.net
covenanteast.org

OUTWARD FOCUSED

114 Carson St.

Monroeville, PA 15146

Jim Newsom, Exec. Director
Ph: (412) 856-1809

E: nuke035878@att.net
outwardfocused.org

Tennessee
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH
1000 Woodridge Place

Mt. Juliet, TN 37122

Larry Grainger, Pastor

Ph: (615) 754-7035
alcmtjuliet.com

Texas

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
17000 Longenbaugh Dr.
Houston, TX 77095

Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor

Ph: (281) 463-6600

E: ccc@christcov.net
christcov.net

BOY WITH A BALL

P.O. Box 14387

San Antonio, TX 78214-4387
Ph: (210) 858-1580
boywithaball.com

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO

6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., #505
Houston, TX 77041

Manuel Montez, Pastor

Ph: (281) 859-0191

FOUNDATION MINISTRIES
P.O. Box 291130

Kerrville, TX 78029

Rene Brown, Director

Ph: (817) 444-6475

EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES
5411 McPherson Rd. #84-102
Laredo, TX 78041

Terry Everroad, President

Ph: (715) 635-7824

E: terry@everroad.com

RENEW CHURCH

2270 FM 725

New Braunfels, TX 78130
Terry Knighten, Pastor
Ph: 830.625.7222
renewchurch.tv

Virginia

HARVEST CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

600 Interstate Business Park
Fredricksburg, VA 22405
Mailing address: 5 Serene Ct.
Stafford, VA 22556

Jim McNally, Pastor

Ph: (540) 286-1560

E: harvestjim@aol.com
harveststafford.com

HARVEST INTERNATIONAL
MINISTRIES

5 Serene Ct.

Stafford, VA 22556

Jim McNally, Pastor

Ph: (540) 286-1560

El: harvestjim@aol.com
becomingsons.com

INTERCESSORS FOR AMERICA
Dave Kubal, President

PO Box 915, Purcellville, VA 20134
Tel: 540-317-2070

Fax: 540-751-0984

ifapray.org

YADA

c/o Bradley Stuart

6 Serene Ct.

Stafford, VA 22556

Ph: (540) 318-5752

E: yadaoffice@gmail.com
yadainternational.com

OAKBROOK CHURCH

1700 Reston Pkwy.

Reston, VA, 20194

Scott Johnson, Pastor

Ph: (703) 437-4900

E: Info@oakbrookchurch.org
oakbrookchurch.org

GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH
8910 E. Pocahontas Trail #E
Willamsburg, VA 23185-3142
Thomas McCormick, Pastor

Ph: (757) 887-1100

E: patmc@tni.net
groveoutreach.org

Washington
IMPACT CHURCH

233 St. Helens #201
Tacoma, WA 98402
Meets at The Hub Annex
Contact: Gregory Mira
Ph: (916) 474-4985

Charles
Simpson

Ministry Itinerary

MAY 3-5
MORGANTOWN, WV
Cheatlake Community Church
Pastor John Sommers
304-594-3710

MAY 10-12
GREENSBURG, PA
Covenant Church East

Pastor Jim Newsom

(724) 838-7611

MAY 13-19
ELMIRA, NY
Elmira NY Pastors Conference
Pastor John McConnell
Southside Alliance Church
607-732-6580

MAY 24-26
STARKVILLE, MS
New Covenant Church
Pastor Bill Murphy
(662) 323-4555

For a complete listing of
upcoming events and for more
information, visit
www.csmpublishing.org
or call 251.633-7900
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familygram

What are we sharing

with our kids?
BY STEPHEN SIMPSON

ears ago, my wife, Susanne, and | attended a
class for new parents. We enjoyed going each
week, watching a video, and discussing the
lessons and testimonies with other young
parents. The brownies were very good also!
One of the lessons focused on passing
godly values to our children in a very specific
and strategic way. The teachers challenged us
to think about the values that we cherished
as a family ... biblical values, family prayer
life, morals, ways of communicating
and behaving, our heritage, and other
foundational issues. Then, the teachers
encouraged us to ask our children
directly, “What are our family values?”
A couple of nights later, | sat down
with my daughter, who must have
been around four or five years old,
and | asked, “Gracie, what are our
family values? What is important to
the Simpson family?” She gave it
some serious thought and said,
“Love God, obey your parents,
tell the truth, and always stop at ¢ » - e
the red light.” | could find no s e R
fault with her answer! e '
Of course, we talked about
a few other important values
... not only on that night,
but in the years since. I'm
thankful that she received and
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embraced our family values and
is now seeking to share these
values with others by service
and example.

PROCLAMATION THROUGH
DEMONSTRATION

Values are best and most
effectively shared through
demonstration. In fact, that is
ultimately how our real values
are passed on. If | say | value
patience, but demonstrate
impatience and frustration, the
people around me are not going
to be receiving the blessings
of patience. They may have to
learn how to be patient in order
to cope with me! But it will be a
value learned in spite of me, not
because | modeled it or shared it.

Just as those teachers taught
us years ago, | believe it is vital to
be very intentional about passing
our values on to our children.
The first step is in meditating
on the values that we presently
hold and seeing how they line
up with biblical values. Another

important exercise is examining
how our stated values line up
with our actual behaviors.
If | say that one of

our family values is fiscal
responsibility but regularly
overspend on non-essentials,

then two truths must be

recognized:

1) | don't really value
responsibility
2) My children are
seeing the disconnect

If | say | value
generosity but
never give of

my time or my
finances, then I'm

teaching a lesson to my children
to be self-centered misers.

If | say that church is a priority
to me, but | seldom attend,
seldom support it financially,
seldom volunteer, and |
constantly trash talk about the
pastor and members, then is
it possible that church is really
NOT a priority to me? Is it
possible that our kids are smart
enough to figure that out? Is
it likely that church will be a
priority for them as they grow
older? Does that matter?

More questions: have your
children heard you tell them
you love them? Do they hear
and see you expressing love
and honor for your spouse? Do
they hear you praying or singing
to the Lord? Are thanksgiving,
reverence, and joy evident in your
own life?

When you make the decision
to have children, you have made
a decision to be an example for
them—for better or for worse —
whether or not you realize it. As
author Robert Fulghum said, “Don'’t
worry that children never listen to
you; worry that they are always
watching you.” You are not only
modeling ... you are sowing.

Years ago, | was in a video
store. Remember those? | ran
into a family from our church and
we exchanged greetings. The
dad then said to his sons, “OK,
what movie do you boys want to
watch tonight?” The youngest
boy said, “Well, what movie does
the preacher have?” Thank God,
| had a very wholesome video
in my hand! | was reminded
again that night of the precious
responsibility that we have as
models for our kids and families.

If you tell your kids, “Don't
cuss, don't talk nasty, don't lose

your temper” but you fill your
home with violent or coarse
humor, films, and music ... well,
what do you think will happen?

PRIORITIZING VALUES

Another memorable quote
is from motivator Zig Ziglar,
who famously said, “If you aim
at nothing, you will hit it every
time!” When is the last time
you intentionally sat down
and thought about your values
personally or the priorities of
your family ... what is most
precious to you?

If your house caught fire,
heaven forbid, you probably know
of a few things you would want
to try to save above all else, aside
from your own lives, of course.
Many people will say, “family
pictures” or other irreplaceable
mementos.

But of even greater priority
ought to be knowing the answer
to this question: what are the
truths, above all other truths, that
| want my kids to know down
deep in their hearts? What are the
values | want to pass on to them?

It goes far beyond making
sure they like your favorite football
team or they know Grandma'’s
secret gravy recipe. Those things
are great, but they won't save
anybody’s soul. What are the five
or seven essentials of life that your
children must know?

PASS IT ON

Once we've identified
the values, we need to think
about how to pass them along
effectively. The Lord said this to
His people:

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our
God, the Lord is one! You shall

continued on page 15
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marketplace exchange u

Who are we influencing and who is influencing us?
These were ideas often explored by the late Jim Rohn, who
was known as “America’s foremost business philosopher.”
His message of discipline and individual responsibility
inspired millions of people to advance in their personal
development and callings.

Jim’s audience
often heard stories
about and quotes
from Jim’s own
mentor, Earl Shoalff.
Lesser known
perhaps, but also

An Interview with -
paramount to Jim’s

visionary Kyle
Wilson on the
message of Jim

message being
heard worldwide
was Kyle Wilson,

o - who founded Jim
Rohn, “America’s Rohn International

Foremost Business | (RI) in 1993. Kyle
Philosopher” > Kyle Wilson is a marketing
visionary who
>JONATHAN SIMPSON describes himself as one who “connects experts and
talented people with the marketplace.” Much of Jim’s
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success as a world-
renowned motivational
speaker can be traced

to Kyle’s marketing and
development behind the
scenes. In thanking Kyle
for his partnership and
friendship, Jim put it this
way, “Friendship is wealth
and you have made me

a rich man.”
Aside from JRI,
Kyle founded
Your Success
Store, which
delivered
inspiration
from the likes
of Mark Victor
Hansen, Brian
Tracy and John
Maxwell to
more than one
million customers. His
newest project is called
“Lessons From...”

I recently caught up
with Kyle to discuss some
of Jim’s outlook along with
his own, and to learn more
about his next venture.

—Jonathan Simpson

1-2-1: What do you think Jim
would say to those discouraged
in the midst of the struggling
economy, shifting values, and
worldwide tensions?

KW: At the end of the day
we have control over the things
that truly impact our lives. That
was Jim’s message. How you are
improving your health? How is
your relationship with your kids
working out? How hard you are
working? How strategic are you?

How engaged are you in being a
student and learning and growing?
How are you stewarding your
finances? And most important,
your own personal ATTITUDE?
These key areas have nothing to
do with what party is in power or
who the president is.

As Jim Rohn would say,
whether it’s the Democrats or
Republicans in office, your own

Days are expensive. When you
spend a day, you have one
less day to spend.

So make sure you spend
each day wisely.

~ Jim Rohn

personal philosophy and decisions
have the greatest impact on how
your life works out. Now some
issues may seem big, very big! But
our freedom to choose and make
choices overrides any other outside
forces. When you have the power of
choice it’s hard to be a victim.

Now to put this in perspective,
I have monthly contact with a
couple working in Africa. Often
times, the biggest challenge they’re
solving for themselves and their
community is where their next
meal is coming from. Disease on
top of drought, hunger, theft, and
corrupt government interference
are all there bearing down on
them every day, making survival
the highest priority. Freedom is a
little known concept, much less
the concept of success. When I
talk to them, I'm beyond thankful
for all the freedoms and luxury
I have here, including the power
of choice. To paraphrase Jim,

1”

“America is easy, Kenya is hard

And at the end of the day the
only thing we have 100% power
over is own personal choices.
Choices of attitude, thoughts,
habits, work ethic, health,
et cetera. Your health, your
relationships, your work ethic,
your tendency to spend or save
and—perhaps most important—
your attitude are ALL determined
by you.

1-2-1: What do
you say to those
who believe we are
losing the battle on
principles and personal
development.

KW: First we need
to pray. My prayer
list includes the
president, congress,
and my local
government. We don’t
have to like decisions
of our leaders. But we
can make a decision
to support them through prayer.

Secondly, we need to work
on our ability as influencers. Jim
said that the “power position” is
not the king. The “power position’
is the influencer who influences
the king. There were six or seven
presidents to one Billy Graham
who counseled them.

Lastly, in general, I believe
fear-based arguments are
counterproductive. Just as
I believe complaining is
counterproductive. What you
focus on does expand. That’s why
it’s important to be grateful for
what we have (ask the children of
Israel about this one). I believe we
have been lured into this glass
is half empty mentality and
missing all the big opportunities
we have on every level to make
a difference. Again America is
easy, Cuba is hard.

)

FROM THE HEART / 13



1-2-1:: How can we become
better influencers?

KW: We should remember
that we lose our ability to have an
influence when we distance people.
When people feel judged, they will
distance themselves from you. Your
agenda may work for you if you are a
radio talk show host but it might not
be effective in building relationships.
If you are called to reach people
outside, you have to have empathy.
Empathy opens the door.

If you're going to have influence,
you can’t just go out on Facebook
and create enemies, IF you want to
reach people outside your sphere.

If the only people who ‘Like’ my
Facebook comments are people that
would always be in agreement with
me, I have zero influence outside
my own group.

I had a mentor and pastor
named James Jeter. He individually
impacted thousands of people,
including myself. He was not
judgmental. Now, that doesn’t
mean he didn’t have beliefs and
convictions, but his highest value
was not about “being right”, it was
to reach people. If you are open
to hear someone out, they will be
open to hear you out. I remember
Bob Mumford once saying “every
relationship should be reciprocal.”

If you're a missionary in Iran,
can you wear what you believe
on your sleeve? You have to be a
little smarter, right? A little more
strategic? Whether here or there,
wearing it on your sleeve is not
where the work gets done. This
gets down to results. If it doesn’t
work then I have to question the
authenticity of my thesis of “that’s
the way to do it.” I don’t mind
turning people off or having people
disagree with me, but what I do
mind is not getting results. It’s not
effective when you’re distancing
the very people you want to
influence, so you might want to
rethink your strategy.
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1-2-1: Same in the workplace,
right?

KW: Yep. “Walk it, don’t
talk it.” If you're the real deal, you
don’t have to say a word. At JRI we
had a daily prayer time that the
employees who chose to participate
took turns leading each morning.
I remember telling one young lady
who was a new hire about our
prayer time and she responded that
she was “not interested.” It seemed
a little bit offensive to her. We said
“no worries”. About three months
later she came and said that she

L
You lose your
ability to have
an influence
when people
feel judged. They
will distance
themselves
from you.

had a prayer request. Then I
noticed over time she began to
participate a little more and then
a little more each day. I could tell
she was changing. It wasn’t long
before she was leading the prayer
time once a week.

Well, at the end of the year, I
would always have our staff list
the top twenty things that had
happened to them over the year;
business, personal, or whatever.
That year she listed that she had
“become a Christian”. And what
was really cool to me was that no
one proselytized her at all; in fact
not one person in our organization
even went to the same church, yet
she found it by being around it, not

from our “outreach”. I am still in
touch with her today. I was proud of
the fact that we had not been agenda-
driven with her. We simply wanted to
run a successful business that cared
about our customers, our products
and services, as well as our team.

1-2-1: What’s next for you?

Well, after I sold JRI and Your
Success Store in October 2007, and
then working for 18 months for the
organization that purchased us,
Jim became ill and passed away a
year later. I then decided to take
a sabbatical, plus I still had a few
years left on my non-compete. I had
been brewing on an idea however to
build a new venture around “lessons
from sports” where I could engage
coaches and athletes and draw out
their stories.

As I began to think about
other professions I realized there
were other good “lessons from”
opportunities. I could do “lessons
from hunting”, “lessons from
selling”, “lessons from real estate”,
“lessons from public speaking” ...
you name it. As I began to list them
out, I came up with over a thousand
“lessons from” topics and was able to
secure the domains for each. So this
is my current project, something I'm
really excited and passionate about.

The most exciting part is
the opportunity to connect with
experts in unique fields from all
demographics and backgrounds.
Waiting those few years for my
non-compete to end was an
exercise in patience, but was also
a huge blessing and opportunity to
grow in many ways. But I can tell
you now that it’s ended I'm ready
to pour it on!

For more information visit
www.kylewilson.com

JONATHAN SIMPSON

serves CSM as Director of Development
and assists with the Hidden Treasures
Costa Rica Children’s Home.



FAMILYGRAM
Continued from page 11

love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your strength. And these
words which | command you
today shall be in your heart. You
shall teach them diligently to
your children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house,
when you walk
by the way, when
you lie down, and
when you rise

up. You shall bind
them as a sign on
your hand, and
they shall be as
frontlets between
your eyes. You shall write them

on the doorposts of your house
and on your gates” (Deuteronomy
6:4-9).

The Lord reminds us to walk
with Him in His presence and His
ways at all times. [If your children
see that you put on and take off
worship like an old pair of shoes,
they will do the same. But if
they see that you see worship
as a lifestyle and that every step
and every decision is submitted
to God, then they will receive
that same value. Jesus said to
His disciples in John 15, “Abide
in Me.” The practice of abiding
is not just a thirty minutes on a
Sunday event, or a “when | feel
good” event, or a circumstance-
based event. Abiding is a state of
constant dwelling.

In order to pass our values
along, we must:

1) Identify Specifically
2) Communicate Verbally
3) Model Consistently

The generation that is
emerging now ... the Millennials
and post-Millennials ... are

very, very verbally gifted. But,
perhaps because of the virtual
tsunami of words in our culture,
the real currency of value is in
demonstrated behavior. This
will be true of your children and
their friends.

If we are going to effectively
reach them, we've got to re-
assess what our true values
are, how our behaviors are
matching up with
these values,
and whether
or not we are
connecting these
values with our
children.

| confess,
there are some
areas where I've not been a very
good model. I've wanted to do
better, but I've come up short.
This is where grace, forgiveness,
repentance, and faith come into
play. When | do miss the mark,
it is grace that reveals my sin
to me, convicts me of it, leads
me to repentance, and gives
me hope and power to move
onward in a right direction.

There are times when it is
very appropriate to admit your
mistakes to your kids, ask their
forgiveness, and tell them you've
asked God's forgiveness as well.
In so doing, you will be modeling
humility, faith, and love for them
in a very practical way.

Loving parents have as their
deepest desire the safety, health,
happiness, and success of their
kids. And no desire can be
higher than knowing that our
kids have a personal relationship
with Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord and they are walking in His
ways. Let's agree together now
in prayer for these blessings for
our children, and let's continue
to work to pass godly values
along to them. @

reading
resources

I’'m Saved! Now What? ___
A Guide for Teenagers IMS AVED'
to Go Deeper with God NOW \WHAT’
by Chantell M. Cooley =
and Pastor JP Wilson
(WestBow Press, 2012) +

Gt o Tewnages To G

This encouraging

and practical book

is a must-read for teens and young
Christians, focusing on the power of
godly friends, the Bible, prayer, and
church. The unique format presents
the thoughts of successful educator
Chantell Cooley along with those of
her former youth pastor, JP Wilson,
who now leads the growing Liberty
Church in Foley, AL. It’s a winningly
personal and engaging roadmap for
new believers.

Developing Your
Relationship with the
Holy Spirit: A Daily
Devotional

by George Runyan
(Vision Publishing,
2012)

DEVELOPING YOUR

ﬁg/ Q%m{

George Runyan is a
“pastor of pastors”
whose leadership
and wisdom have
blessed thousands of Christians
around the world and in San

Diego, where he resides. His most
recent book is a beautifully-written
devotional designed to help you “grow
in fellowship with God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ through a
dynamic relationship with the Holy
Spirit.” Filled with Scripture and
sound teaching, the book will deepen
the reader’s awareness of God’s
presence and refresh their hearts

and minds each morning with each
devotional.

Both books are available through
Amazon.com.
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