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Eh?

R
ecently, the United States 

solemnly observed the 

eleventh anniversary of 

the horrific September 11, 

2001 terror attacks against 

the nation.  Nearly 3,000 people 

died on that day in New York City, in 

Washington, DC, and in Shanksville, 

PA.  Included among the victims were 

citizens of more than 90 nations from 

across the globe.  The events of that 

day largely shaped national policy and 

economics for many nations in the 

following years.

Shockingly, on this year’s 

anniversary of that terrible day, 

there were further terror attacks 

against United States embassies 

and personnel in the Middle East.  

Once more, we were caught 

unprepared to deal with forces of 

evil, rage, terrorism, and chaos.  

Once again, a nation grieves and 

searches for answers.  

Soon, American citizens will 

go to the polls to elect a President 

for the next four years.  As always, 

the results of this election will 

profoundly affect—not only the 

United States—but every nation on 

earth.  Without question, it’s cause 

for prayer and concern for everyone 

reading this today.  

On the morning of September 

11, 2001, the sky was crystal blue 

over New York City and no one, 

other than the terrorists, could 

have imagined what was about 

to ensue.  The fact is, none of us 

knows from day-to-day what event 

could happen that might forever 

change our lives.  Some tests and 

trials, we know about.  Some come 

as a great surprise.  

I believe these days call for 

vigilance and diligence, but not for 

fear.  If ever we need to see clearly, 

it is now.  I’ve found that fear or 

it’s companion, rage, are—though 

natural responses to crisis—the very 

things that tend to blind us and 

exacerbate the trouble.  

Another typical human response 

is to look to “the flesh” for solutions 

... our own wisdom or strength or 

resources, or even, perhaps, political 

parties or candidates.  While God 

does indeed raise up friends or 

leaders to address crises, we must 

never lose sight of our ultimate hope 

and help.  

I remember taking my daughter 

to school early one morning in the 

days after 9/11/01.  She was telling 

me what their class was learning and 

I Can See
Clearly now

from the editor

she told me that their teacher had 

taught them memory verses from 

Psalm 46.  I asked, “What does it 

say?”  She said, “God is my refuge 

and strength, a very present help 

in trouble.  Therefore I will not fear 

though the earth be removed and 

though the mountains be cast in 

to the midst of the sea.”  My eyes 

filled with tears at the power of 

those words.  

What a beautiful reminder, then, 

and again in these days, of God’s 

Sovereign plan, power, and grace.  

Psalm 121 says, “I will lift up my eyes 

to the hills.  From where does my 

help come?  My help comes from 

the Lord, Maker of heaven and 

earth.”  The Lord is not only the right 

place to look, but by looking to Him, 

our vision is healed and clarified, and 

all of life becomes brighter; direction 

and purpose and hope are revealed.  

May it ever be so, especially in these 

days in our history together. 

For more information, visit our 

website at www.csmpublishing.org 

or call (251) 633-7900 or toll-free at 

(888) 811-2CSM.  

How to keep our vision sharp 
when days seem dark

STEphEN SimpSoN is the Editor of One-to-One and Senior Pastor of Covenant Church of Mobile. 
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What you see can change 
you and change history!

BY CHARLES SIMPSON

keynote

One of the greatest novels ever is Les Miserables, written in 

1862, by Victor Hugo.  The novel is about the condition 

of the poor, imprisoned, and the “wretched” in France 

during that period.  It is a story of law versus grace 

and the triumph of mercy.  The novel was later very 

effectively adapted to stage and screen.

WInDOWS
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Long before Victor 
Hugo saw and wrote of the 
plight of the needy, anoth-
er man looked out of his 
window and saw a dis-
tressing sight, and decided 
to do something that af-
fected millions of children 
and adults.  What he did 
continues to make a pow-
erful impact even to this 
day.  His name was Robert 
Raikes, and I want to tell 
you about him.
 My friend Dr. Michael 
Peters has recently gathered 
and edited material on the 
life of Robert Raikes and 
released a book: Robert 
Raikes: the Founder of 
Sunday School 1780. Victor 
Hugo became very famous 
for his work; Raikes is not 
famous, though it is likely 
that he did more to affect 
millions than did Hugo (not 
to diminish Hugo).  
 Raikes was a printer, 
not a writer, in Gloucester, 
England.  He was a 
successful businessman, 
well-dressed, and had a 
place in upper-society.  
Like France 80 years later, 
England had its “wretches” 
... poor children of the 
street whose parents were 
scarcely able to provide for 
or instruct their offspring.  
The upper-class generally 
accepted their condition 
as impossible to change 
and sought to ignore these 
“wastes” of humanity.  

Consequently, vast numbers of 
these children were destined 
to wind up in criminal or 
debtors prison.
 One day, Raikes was in 
his office and looked out 
his window and saw these 
wretches, heard their foul 
language, and decided to do 
something which made him 
unpopular in Gloucester; he 
began what became known as 

the Sunday School Movement.  
His actions, like all true leaders, 
cut across “mainstream” opinion 
and, at personal cost, changed 
the lives of millions.  His own 
pastor frowned upon his efforts; 
the city paid him no honor.
 Robert Raikes died in 1811 
at the age of 75.  By the time 
of his death, there were many 
thousands of Sunday Schools 
across England and elsewhere.  
He was honored by such men 
as William Wilberforce, great 
in his own right as a political 

leader and abolitionist. 

Windows
 When I heard this story, I 
was glad that Raikes’ office 
had widows.  Of course, 
in those days before air-
conditioning, a room would 
have windows.  But Raikes not 
only let the light in, he let the 
light out.  Windows should be 
a two-way blessing.  

 As I meditated on windows, 
I was reminded that heaven 
has windows.  They opened 
a flood upon the earth (see 
Genesis 7:11) and caused the 
flood to cease (see Genesis 
8:2).  Malachi 3:10 promises 
that God will open the 
“windows of heaven” and pour 
out an abundant blessing if we 
bring to Him all our tithes.  
 Now, I realize that these 
verses are referring to 
windows in a metaphorical 
sense.  Heaven needs no 
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One day, Raikes 
looked out 
his window 
and saw these 
“wastes” and 
decided to do 
something.



because some lives had 
windows.  People like Robert 
Raikes saw the light and gave 
it to the children.

Churches Without 
Windows
 The vast majority of the 
Churches see the world, 
at least, in a measure.  But 
as individuals, many rely 
on institutions to deal with 

the world.  Institutions 
often become occupied 
with self-perpetualization 
in windowless rooms.  The 
resources remain inside more 
than flowing out.  There are, 
of course, exceptions.  Even 
when institutions do a great 
job, we can be robbed of our 
own personal sensitivity to 
what is around us and the 
leading of the Holy Spirit.  
Great institutions usually 
begin with great people who 
are sensitive—who have 
windows in their souls.  But 
generations later may be led 
by those who only maintain 
some memory and resist 
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letting the light in or out.
 Psalm 36:9 says, “In Your 
light we see light.”  When the 
Lord shines into our hearts, 
we see the light and we send 
the light.  Raikes saw the light 
in His light.  When churches 
and other institutions are 
visited by “the light of the 
world”, they become light to 
the world, not only as group, 
but as individuals.

World View    
Worldview is often thought of 
in philosophical terms.  How 
do we see the world?  Do 
we see it as creation?  Do we 
believe in creation laws?  Do 
we believe in absolute truth?  
Do we believe in human 
accountability to our Creator?  
 Another question is, does 
how we view the world really 
matter?  Is one worldview as 
good as another?  That is the 
multicultural, post-modern 
worldview.  
 How we view God, 
the world, individuals, or 
government matters a lot! 
Raikes’s worldview required 
that he act upon what he 
saw.  His worldview was that 
humanity was accountable 
to the Creator, so in spite 
of insults, he worked in 
prisons and with children 
of the street.  Wilberforce’s 
worldview was that slaves 
were human and slavery was 
wrong, therefore he was the 
prime mover in removing 
slavery and slave trading from 

“Do we see 
and hear what 
is ‘out there’? 
Do many of us 
in effect, live 
in windowless 
cubicles?”

physical windows.  But 
what I am saying is also 
metaphorical; I assume that 
we all have windows in our 
homes and offices.  The 
question is, do we see and 
hear what is “out there”?  
Do many of us, in effect, 
live in windowless cubicles?

Life Without 
Windows
 How would we 
characterize a life without 
windows?  It would be a 
life so focused on our own 
world that we could not 
see the real world around 
us.  It would be a life shut in 
from our surroundings, deaf 
to the sounds, and blind 
to the sights.  It is a world 
we can walk through daily 
and not see it, only our 
own destination.  It would 
be a world where little or 
no light came in and none 
went out.  It is a world 
where one loses a sense of 
time and purpose beyond 
the moment.  It would be 
a world of repitition and 
mind-numbing monotony.  
 A world without 
windows becomes a world 
where one’s reality is, in 
effect, unreality.  We will 
become oblivious to the 
conditions and changes 
around us, until finally the 
“peasants” tear our house 
down as they did in the 
French Revolution.  That 
did not happen in England 



England.  His friend, John 
Newton, a former slave 
trader, came to Christ and 
gave us the famous hymn 
“Amazing Grace”.  
 A worldview of biblical 
principles has given to 
us universities, hospitals, 
and a host of beneficial 
results, not to mention 
strong families, churches, 
and worldwide missions.  A 
post-modern worldview 
gives no such results, 
only irresponsibility, 
self-centeredness, and 
windowless rooms.

open the 
Curtains
 I live in a nice 
neighborhood.  Behind our 
home is an Indian family. 
She is a laboratory biologist, 
and he is a cardiologist.  
Down the street is a Muslim 
family.  African Americans 
live nearby.  I pastor one 
African American pastor 
who works with newly 
released prisoners.  This is 
not the world I grew up in!  
India was “way over there.”  
Islam was too.  Now it is 
all here.  My daughter is in 
Costa Rica as are seven of 
my grandchildren.  Growing 
up, I doubt I could have 
found it on a map.  The Lord 
has forced me to “open the 
curtains” from my windows 
and look outside.  
 One of my 
granddaughters is very 

interested in stopping sex 
slave trafficking and writes 
a blog about the evil effects 
of human slavery that is 
growing among us.  We need 
new “Robert Raikes” and 
“William Wilberforces”.  One 
of my friends recently asked, 
“Is Church a noun or a verb?  
What is it with you?”

Find the Door
 Jesus said, “I am the 
door.” He also said that His 
sheep hear His voice; and 
He calls His own sheep by 
name and leads them out 
(see John 10:3-7).  If we 
know His voice, we go out 
and then Church becomes 
a “verb”.   
 Each year, we meet with 
250 leaders and friends in 
Gatlinburg, TN.  I’ve been  
blessed with the quality of 
ministries that, like Raikes 
and Wilberforce, see 
windows. And, having seen 
the light, they have found 
the door.  From Europe, 
Africa, Latin America, and 
Asia, as well as here at 
home, they have gone out 
and borne fruit.  I am so 
encouraged by them.  In 
2013, April 17-19, we will 
gather again; I hope you will 
join us.  Visit our website or 
contact our office for more 
information.  
 I urge you to look out 
of your window, not as a 
mere duty, but as a grand 
opportunity for you and those 

Charles 
Simpson

 Ministry Itinerary

ChARLES SimpSoN is Editor-in-Chief 
of One-to-One Magazine. He ministers 
extensively throughout the United States 
and among the nations.
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that you touch.  Our goal is 
not fame, but simply to hear 
the Shepherd’s voice, the 
One Who died for the sins 
of the world; His voice will 
cause us to see the world 
around us and go out to 
meet it with the Gospel.

For more information about Dr. 
Michael Peters’ book, contact:  
Pleasant Ward, PO Box 428, 
Enumclaw, WA 98022.

november 9-11
Houston, TX

Christ Covenant Church

Dennis Jamison /281.463.6600

nov. 30 - Dec. 2
Mission Viejo, CA

Saddleback Covenant Church

Kevin Davenport / 949.770.0291

April 17-19, 2013
Gatlinburg, Tn

CSM Leadership Conference

Betty Duke/251.633.7900

 For more information, visit 
www.csmpublishing.org

or call 251.633-7900
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Alabama
COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt Rd. 
Mobile, AL 36695 
Stephen Simpson, Pastor
Ph: (251) 639-9020
covenantmobile.com

California
SADDLEBACK COVENANT 
CHURCH
23401 Madero, Ste. A
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Kevin Davenport, Pastor 
Ph: (949) 770-0291 
E: info@saddlebackcovenant.com  
saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B
El Cajon, CA 92020 
Mark Hoffman & David Hoffman,
Co-Pastors;  Ph: (619) 442-7728 
foothillschurch.org

Connecticut
ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
P.O. Box 108, 980 Main St. 
Willimantic, CT 06226 
Kevin White, Pastor 
Ph: (860) 456-2522 
E: alccwilli@hotmail.com
geocities.com/alccwilli

STANLEY MEMORIAL
FOUNTAIN OF LIFE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
639 East St. 
New Britain, CT 06051
Ronald F. Brackett, Pastor
Ph: (860) 229-2083 

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP 
122 Colman St.
New London, CT 06320  
Samuel Spatafore, Pastor
Ph: (860) 447-3757 
tolcf.org

Florida
GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP
2960 Plummer Cove Rd.
Jacksonville, FL, 32223 
Graeme Coad, Pastor 
Ph: (904) 288-8808 
E: hallelujah@bellsouth.net
gracechapeljax.com
      
COVENANT COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
1008 Gospel Rd. 
Ft.  Walton Beach, FL 32547
Jim Grabo, Pastor
Ph: (850) 863-1323
E: admin@covenant.gccoxmail.com 
ccfwb.com

Georgia
COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
P.O. Box 1286, 
Suwanee, GA 30024 
John Duke, Jr., Pastor
Ph: (678) 442-1006  
covenantlifeonline.org

CHRISTIAN COVENANT CHURCH
1105 W 2nd Ave.
Albany, GA 31707-3803 
Ph: (229) 883-4334 
E:info@christiancovenantchurch.org
christiancovenantchurch.org

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH
111 Walthour Rd.
Savannah, GA 31410 
Douglas Patterson, Pastor 
Ph: (912) 897-6630  
E: douglas_patterson@att.net

Illinois
FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH 
2 S 361 Glen Park Rd., 
Lombard, IL 60148 
Ph: (630) 627-7202  
John Cross, Pastor
E: Admin@folc.net 
www.folc.net

Iowa
RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
4855 Forest Grove Dr. 
P.O. Box 347 
Bettendorf, IA 52722 
Ph: (563) 332-9154
Jim Tully, Pastor

Kentucky
NEW LIFE CHURCH
3402 Goose Creek Rd. 
Louisville, KY, 40241
Tim Parish, Pastor
Ph: (502) 426-3132 
E: info@newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT 
CHURCH
306 Skylark Dr.
Winchester, KY 40391  
Stephen Humble, Pastor
Ph: (859) 771-7138 
E: stephenhumble@bellsouth.net 

Louisiana
OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH
P.O. Drawer H
Oberlin, LA 70655
William Currie, Pastor 
Ph: (318) 448-3103  
El: wandtfam@suddenlink.net
housechurchesofLA.org

COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH
117 Lake Tyler Dr.
Pineville, LA 71360
Steve Hebert, Elder
Ph: (337) 367-5879

Maryland
NEW HERITAGE CHURCH
9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
Randy Reinhardt & 
Fred Lessans, Pastors 
Ph: (410) 313-9660 
E: newheritagechurch@verizon.net
new-heritage.org

Massachusetts
COVENANT CHURCH
9 Westminster Ave., 
Arlington, MA 02474 
Brian Emmet, Pastor 
Ph: (781) 646-9027
E: bemmet@covmin.org  
covmin.org

Michigan
ASSYRIAN MINISTRY    
200 S. Hooker Ave.
Three Rivers, MI 49093
John Booko, Director 
Ph: (269) 279-2672  
E: revbooko@hotmail.com
assyria.freeservers.com

CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH  
3433 South Lincoln Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor 
Ph: (989) 773-1800  
E: charann@cmsinter.net
gocmcc.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH
4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy 
Lansing, MI, 48917  
Fred McGlone, Pastor 
E: fbmcglone@comcast.net
Ph: (517) 323-8180 
ncccweb.org

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
3917 S. Old 27
Gaylord, MI, 49735 
Jeff Bennethum, Pastor
Ph: (989) 450-5427  
E: Jeff@bennethums.com

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH   
2215 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing, MI, 48912  
Malcolm Magee, Pastor  
Ph: (517) 485-5483
E: office@libertycc.net  
libertycc.net

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH OF 
NORTHERN MICHIGAN
7700 W Blue Rd.
Lake City, MI 49651 
Gary Bigger & Andrew Whipple, 
Elders 
Ph: (231) 839-2244  
E: covenantlifechurch@centurytel.net
clifechurch.net

THE MASTER’S CHRISTIAN 
MINISTRIES
971 Dutton Rd.
Rochester Hills, MI, 48306 
Dr. Loren Siffring, Pastor  
Ph: (248) 651-6785 
E: lorensiffring@me.com   

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH OF WEBBERVILLE  
6250 Herrington Rd. 
Webberville, MI 48892
517-468-3530
Jeff Williams, Pastor
Ph: (517) 468-3443 
E: jpmk@tds.net

AGAPE’ CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
609 Cherokee St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49006 
Ron Vestrand, Pastor 
Ph: (269) 385-5772
agapecc.com 

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 
P.O. Box 484 
Williamston, MI 48895
Bill Michell, Pastor 
Ph: (517) 618-6977 
E: wmmichell@frontier.com

Mississippi
COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH
P.O. Box 107
McComb, MS 39648 
Michael T. McCarty, Pastor 
Ph: (601) 249-4854 
E: mmccartysr@pobox.com

GRACE TEMPLE
1131 Richburg Rd.
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 264-0593 
Dwayne Higgason, Pastor  
gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
200 W. Garrard Rd.
Starkville, MS 39759 
Bill Murphy, Pastor
Ph: (662) 323-4555 
E: ncc@bellsouth.net
newcovenantchurch.net

Missouri
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH 
9018 Big Bend Blvd. 
Webster Groves, MO 63119
Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor 
Ph: (314) 395-6326 
E: secretary@ctkchurch.net
ctkchurch.net

Montana
MARANATHA CENTER  
P.O. Box 66, Opheim, MT 59250 
Herb Sand, Pastor
Ph: (406) 725-3293 

Find a Church
CSM’s Directory of Contributing Ministries

Would you like your 
ministry listed here? 
Contact us at (888) 811-CSM 
or visit csmpublishing.org 
for more information.
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new Jersey
LONG BRANCH COVENANT 
CHURCH
355 Joline Ave.
Long Branch, NJ 07740  
Tony Moss, Pastor 
Ph: (732) 870-2028 
E: Lbcovenant@comcast.net
longbranchcovenant.org

new York
FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
117/125 Main St.
Farmingdale, NY, 11735  
John Quince, Pastor 
Ph: (516) 293-1838  
E: fccelders@aol.com
farmingdalechristianchurch.org

north Carolina
BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 3178
Shelby, NC 28151
Harry J. Gregory, Sr., Sr. Elder-Apostle
Ph: (704) 481-0990 

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 
MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Rd.
Granite Falls, NC 28630
Randy Bowlin, Pastor  
Ph: (828) 396-7690 
E: cfs@conninc.com

COVENANT CHURCH OF RALEIGH 
12621 Strickland Rd. 
Raleigh, NC 27613
Jim Sink, Sr., Pastor
Ph: (919) 846-8742
ccifamily.org
 
Ohio
NEW WINE COVENANT 
COMMUNITY
1215 Polaris Pkwy. Ste. 214 
Columbus, OH  43240-2037
Ph: (614) 554-9017
Mark Puttick, Pastor
E: immarkputtick@gmail.com
sowershome.com

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
5550 Lancaster Newark Rd. N.E.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148
Dennis Coll, Pastor
Ph: (740) 862-6443  
E: life@covenantchristianchurch.org
covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
925 W. Hopocan Ave.
Barberton, OH 44203 
John Akins & Joe Schoblocher, Pastors 
Ph: (330) 825-9603 
emmanuelchristianassembly.com

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES
1213 Taplin Ave. 
Akron, OH 44319 
John Akins, President
Ph: (330) 825-9603 

Oklahoma
ABUNDANT LIFE TABERNACLE 
P.O. Box 2661
Ada, OK 74820
Ph: (580) 332-0325
George Carson, Pastor

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
3106 N. Utah
Oklahoma City, OK  73112 
Dwight Cunkle, Pastor 
Ph: (405) 943-5939 
E: bjcunkle@aol.com
covenantlifechurch.com

Pennsylvania
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH   
110 Hays Rd.
Upper St. Clair PA 15241
Rick Wiater, Pastor
Ph: (724) 941-9418
E: rweph210@gmail.com
goodshepherdchurchofsouthhills.org 

COVENANT CHURCH EAST   
623 Highland Ave.
Greensburg,  PA 15601
Jim Newsom, Pastor
Ph: (724) 838-7611 
E: covenanteast@verizon.net
covenanteast.org

OUTWARD FOCUSED 
114 Carson St.
Monroeville, PA 15146
Jim Newsom, Exec. Director
Ph: (412) 856-1809 
E: nuke035878@att.net
outwardfocused.org

Tennessee
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH
1000 Woodridge Place
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
Larry Grainger, Pastor 
Ph: (615) 754-7035 
alcmtjuliet.com

Texas
CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
17000 Longenbaugh Dr.
Houston, TX  77095 
Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor  
Ph: (281) 463-6600 
E: ccc@christcov.net
christcov.net

BOY WITH A BALL
P.O. Box 14387
San Antonio, TX 78214-4387
Ph: (210) 858-1580
boywithaball.com

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO
6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., #505  
Houston, TX  77041 
Manuel Montez, Pastor
Ph: (281) 859-0191 

FOUNDATION MINISTRIES
P.O. Box 291130
Kerrville, TX 78029 
Rene Brown, Director
Ph: (817) 444-6475 

EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES
5411 McPherson Rd. #84-102  
Laredo, TX 78041 
Terry Everroad, President 
Ph: (715) 635-7824  
E: terry@everroad.com

RENEW CHURCH
2270 FM 725
New Braunfels, TX 78130
Terry Knighten, Pastor
Ph: 830.625.7222 
renewchurch.tv

Virginia
HARVEST CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP
600 Interstate Business Park
Fredricksburg, VA 22405
Mailing address:  5 Serene Ct.
Stafford, VA 22556 
Jim McNally, Pastor
Ph: (540) 286-1560
E: harvestjim@aol.com
harveststafford.com
 
HARVEST INTERNATIONAL 
MINISTRIES
5 Serene Ct.
Stafford, VA 22556 
Jim McNally, Pastor 
Ph: (540) 286-1560 
El: harvestjim@aol.com
becomingsons.com

INTERCESSORS FOR AMERICA
Dave Kubal, President
PO Box 915, Purcellville, VA 20134
Tel: 540-317-2070
Fax: 540-751-0984
ifapray.org 

YADA 
c/o Bradley Stuart
6 Serene Ct. 
Stafford, VA 22556
Ph: (540) 318-5752
E: yadaoffice@gmail.com
yadainternational.com

OAKBROOK CHURCH
1700 Reston Pkwy. 
Reston, VA, 20194 
Scott Johnson, Pastor
Ph: (703) 437-4900  
E: Info@oakbrookchurch.org
oakbrookchurch.org

GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
8910 E. Pocahontas Trail #E
Willamsburg, VA  23185-3142
Thomas McCormick, Pastor
Ph: (757) 887-1100 
E: patmc@tni.net
groveoutreach.org

Washington
IMPACT CHURCH
233 St. Helens #201
Tacoma, WA 98402
Meets at The Hub Annex
Contact: Gregory Mira
Ph: (916) 474-4985
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CSM’s Directory of Contributing Ministries

REGISTER
NOW

ThE 
JoURNEy 

ChARLES SimpSoN

This 4 part series is intended for 

seekers, adventurers and pio-

neers. (WARNING: Will cause 

great discomfort for anyone 

seeking to settle down, quit, or 

to escape from the tests that 

produce testimonies.) Delivered 

at a Men’s Conference in Vir-

ginia, this series provides prac-

tical and inspiring leadership 

examples and principles that 

will equip you for the journey 

ahead.  Charles Simpson draws 

lessons from the journeys of 

two imperfect men who be-

came great leaders:  Abraham 

and Moses.  Discover how their 

walk relates to yours!  (4 CDS)

D132P..............................$30 

plus $5 S&H

Also available for download.

To order or download, visit:

www.csmpublishing.org
or call (888) 811-2CSM
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familygram

T here are 

two subjects 

generally 

frowned upon 

in polite dinner 

conversation:  

religion and politics.  

However, I’m about 

to suggest violating 

that rule, at least 

with your own 

family around your 

own table. 

We live in a society that 
aggressively working to shape 
our children’s values on a host 
of issues.  Sadly, the prevailing 
culture today often holds 
values that are contrary to our 
values as Christian parents.  
And so, in schools, in movies, 
in music, on television, on 
the web, and in advertising, 
children are being told that 
“god” is whoever or whatever 
we want it to be, that our 
sexuality is in a state of flux 
and should be explored 
in every combination 
and form, that abortion 
is simply a choice of 
whether or not to 

One way to shape your 
children’s worldview
BY STEPHEN SIMPSON

Pizza, Politics, 
and Religion

Eat.
Pray.
Vote.
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dispose of an anonymous blob 
of tissue, that the government 
should decide how we spend our 
own money, and should forcibly 
confiscate and redistribute our 
money as it sees fit.  

In the United States, the 
history of America is regularly 
revised, re-defined, and twisted 
to suit current agendas that 
directly contradict the intents of 
our founders.  And all of this is 
aimed squarely at the emerging 
generation.  Whoever wins the 
youth wins the future.  

THE POWER OF THE TABLE
However, I still believe that 

with all of the billions of dollars 
that secular humanism has at 
its disposal and the 
millions of mentors it 
seeks to place over 
our children, none of 
that has the powerful 
potential that the 
family dinner table 
has.  Or the family 
prayer time.
     In the face of all 
that opposes our 
families and our 
family values, it is 
vital that parents 
actively engage 
in prayer and discussion 
with our children about 
what matters most to us, 
and why.  We must not 
sit passively by while an 
antagonistic world seeks to 
form the hearts and minds 
of the children God has 
entrusted to our care.  
      It is in times of family 
time together where 
truth can be taught and 

modeled.  I can remember 
many times around the table, 
listening to my parents and 
grandparents discuss the great 
issues of our day, what they 
meant to our nation and our 
family, and what the Bible had 
to say about those issues.

From those times, I not only 
learned about those issues, but 
I learned that Scripture has a lot 
to say about our daily lives and 
about the events that shape the 
world we live in.  I came to highly 
prize biblical perspectives on 
history and current events, and 
since then, I’ve sought out books, 
teachers, and mentors who have 
continued to significantly affect 
my worldview.  

It was at the dinner table where I 
heard truth that resonated in my 
heart, and I learned the names 
of great authors, preachers, 
philosophers, thinkers, and doers.   
My parents and grandparents had 
earned my trust through their 
own love, behavior, and integrity 
toward me and those around 
them.  If they said they valued 
the opinions of a particular 
person, then that caused me to 

value that person.  
I didn’t do most of the 

talking, but sometimes I would 
ask questions.  They would take 
the time to explain to me, or 
hear follow-up questions about 
these issues.  I saw that biblical 
principles and ideas could 
actually be applied to what was 
happening in our nation and 
government.  

PRAYER AND ACTION
This principle transcends party 

politics.  At our home, it was never 
simply about “Vote Democrat” or 
“Vote Republican”—and our family 
voted for both—but it was about 
why to vote for a particular person, 
party, or policy. Furthermore, when 

we would gather to pray 
before bedtime, it was 
not unusual in our house 
to pray for our nation or 
our leaders, or pray about 
issues happening around 
the world.  We prayed for 
the poor and the hungry, 
for the lost and the dying, 
for the oppressed, and for 
the military personnel who 
were defending freedom.  
 My parents were 
always reading, and we 
had Encyclopedias and 

Almanacs in our house.  Yes, this 
was pre-internet, although it was 
post-dinosaur!  They made sure I 
knew about the Judeo-Christian 
values of our Founders and the 
way that faith had affected our 
history.  I knew about the First 
and Second Great Awakenings, 
and the impact that these had on 
great events like the American 
Declaration of Independence and 
the abolition of slavery. 

continued on page 15



“Are you creating the climate around you, or 
are you simply OK with reflecting the culture in 
which you work?  The challenge and opportunity 
is there for us every day as Christians in the 
marketplace to be salt and light to the world, but 
how tasty and illuminatingly different are we?” 
These are questions Rod Smith, Vice President 
and Partner of Costa Solutions is asking and 
taking to heart. It was my pleasure recently to 
interview Mr. Smith, who is largely responsible 
for his company’s overall vision and direction. 
—Jonathan Simpson

 

121: What are some 
pitfalls for us in 
the marketplace in 
becoming “salt and 
light” and how are these 
pitfalls avoided?  

RS: Setting a poor 

example through personal 

modeling will undermine 

every relationship as well 

as company directive. 

If a leader or employer 

is a self-centered person instead of Christ-centered and outward 

focused, it is all the more damaging due to his/her increased 

marketplace exchange

An Interview with Rod Smith,
Vice President of Costa Solutions
> JoNAThAN SimpSoN

The Business of 

Salt & Light
About Rod Smith

· Native Texan

· Graduate of the United States 

Military Academy at West Point

· Entered the workforce in 

manufacturing

· Partner and Vice President of 

Costa Solutions, San Antonio, TX 

· Married 18 years with 3 children 

· Member at Renew Church, New 

Braunfels, TX

About Costa Solutions

· Based in San Antonio, TX

· 3rd party logistics firm, 

specializing in on-site managed 

labor services

· 600 employees

· Supply chain support of the 

grocery and food service 

industry

> Rod Smith is on the left, pictured with  
    a teammate.

12 / OnE-TO-OnE®   AUTUMN 2012



 WInDOWS TO THE WORLD  / 13

where we work are the most 

available, yet largest untapped 

mission field, affording each one 

of us excellent access to positively 

impact the lives of friends, co-

workers, customers, vendors and 

all of their families.  We need to be 

about our Father’s business and the 

marketplace group represents a lot 

of folks.

121: In your role at Costa 
Solutions, what is your approach 
to establishing vision and 
direction, and how is it imparted 
throughout the company?

RS: Strategic planning starts with 

core values, then mission and vision 

statements; all current and future 

decisions, direction, and policies, 

must be run through the filter of the 

strategic plan. Effectiveness is born 

out of having a foundation that 

accurately represents the essence 

of who you are and where you 

are going. Good communication 

is essential to engagement and 

influence and responsibility. Only 

short-term gains can be made with 

such a short-sighted approach. It’s 

also important to realize that you 

can change the culture where you 

are. You don’t need to be a CEO to 

do it. If you wait until you are the 

leader to learn to lead, you won’t 

be ready.

     The misdirection of a Christian 

life is often that we’ll make a 

difference when we have more 

time, money, resources, or 

knowledge to give.  The truth is 

that we will never truly “arrive,” so 

we need to make an impact right 

now with what God has given 

us in this current season—this 

is the definition of stewardship.  

Our failure to live in an effective 

and relevant manner leads 

to mediocrity which leaves a 

flavorless, lukewarm taste in the 

mouths of a hungry world.

     John Wooden says, “When you’re 

through learning, you’re through.” 

Keep learning, developing yourself 

every day in both your craft and 

your relationship with God.  If we 

fail to grow and learn, we are at risk 

of being ineffective, irrelevant, or 

easily dismissed by the ones that we 

should be reaching.  We definitely 

must renew our minds daily and 

wash ourselves in the water of the 

Word, not living off of yesterday’s 

victory or relationship.  We are called 

to be most ready and engaged in the 

moment of the present, especially 

with our Heavenly Father. 

     There is never a better place 

to start making a difference 

than where you are.  For 

millions of Christians worldwide, 

that opportunity exists in the 

marketplace, en masse.  The places 

impartation. Believers in leadership 

should practice the following: 

(a) Personally model and be 

accountable to a Christ-centered 

message; (b) Develop, disciple, 

and have buy-in of key leaders 

and staff; (c) Disciple leaders who 

make disciple leaders.

121: What kind of culture would 
a new employee encounter at 
Costa Solutions?

RS: A growing and changing 

culture—we haven’t arrived yet. 

The HR term is “healthy labor 

relations,” but the feel is a caring, 

loving, candid environment. Our 

work is typically challenging 

and labor intensive, so the 

environment is not soft, but it 

is fair and supportive, building 

relationships of trust and 

confidence.

121: How do you quantify your 
effectiveness?

The Business of 

Salt & Light

> Rod Smith helps a teammate in the obstacle challenge.

Continued on page 15



Y
ou have probably 
participated in a form of 
human slavery.  And so 
have I.  We didn’t mean to 

do it.  But we are part of a culture 
which has a way of commodifying 
the human being and desensitizes 
us to the worth of each individual 
person. This desensitization can 
lead to a willingness to be unaware, 
or even to more dangerous and 
seemingly unthinkable actions such 
as physically owning slaves. 
 For most of us, this process 
of losing sensitivity comes from 
the usual suspects:  magazines, 
television, movies, music, 
advertising, and other media.  
Just one consequence of 
commodification has been the 
obsession our culture has with 
body image, which affects the 
way so many people live; not just 
women, but even men.

SLAVES TO IMAGE
 While this has been widely 
reported among women, did you 
know that more than 10% of all 
people now suffering from an 
eating disorder are male?  Men are 
now feeling the pressures of image. 
They have to market their image 
just right to feel a certain amount of 
acceptance.  And what’s disturbing 
is that for men and women, what 
others think about us, or what we 

think about ourselves, in terms of 
worth, has become such a visual 
and aesthetic issue.  Those things 
are often tied to sexuality.  As they 
say, sex sells. 
 The people we worship in 
this society are beautiful.  Many 
successful celebrities have beauty 
but lack talent, sending the 
message that success is solely 
based on how sexually desirable 
you are.  So, men and women now 
believe they must appear sexually 
attractive in order to gain any 
success.  

GOD-GIVEN BEAUTY 
 We are used to the pretty 
people telling us what to buy.  
We’re used to them using their 
bodies to get us to do what they 
want.  Sounds a bit like prostitution, 
right?  And many people are 
enslaved by this way of thinking.  
People are no longer people in 
our eyes.  They are commodities.  
You’re too ugly, fat, or old?  Sorry, 
your number is up, and you are no 
longer useful.  Disposable.  
 The more comfortable we 
become with this way of thinking, 
the easier it is to make things more 
tangible.  The only difference 
between porn and prostitutes 
is that one isn’t physically in the 
room.  Porn is just in front of your 
eyes, in your mind, burrowing into 
your soul.  Those men and women 

are just images to consumers, not 
people.  I think we all know that 
porn is a sort of “gateway drug”.  
What was it that infamous serial 
killer Ted Bundy said?  That porn 
started it all for him?  Is our culture 
becoming a gateway to porn?  
 I’m not writing this to be 
ashamed of beauty or the human 
body, but to say that there is a 
problem when all that makes a 
human worthwhile is what their 
shell looks like.  If we take the 
whole God-created human being 
into account, everyone has the 
potential to be beautiful.  Beauty is 
more than an image.  The danger 
is taking the image and discarding 
the rest, forgetting that the model 
on the magazine staring back at 
you is a human being too.  That the 
girl on the street selling herself is 
one.  That the male stripper being 
commodified in sleazy Hollywood 
films is one.   
 “Man looks at the outward 
appearance, but God looks at the 
heart” (see 1 Samuel 16:7).  I think 
part of the reason God gave us 
those words is because without 
looking at the heart, we are at risk 
of losing our humanity.  
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freedom

Human Slavery Starts With A Mindset
> ViCToRiA g. SimpSoN

ViCToRiA gRACE SimpSoN 
recently earned her Bachelor of Science 
Degree in International Studies with a Minor 
in Professional Writing from Spring Hill 
College, Spring Hill College, and recently 
earned her certification to teach English as a 
Second Language in Italy.  

Who Do 
you own?
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Supporting 
  businesses
R.W. BECKETT
John D. Beckett, Chairman
38251 Center Ridge Rd.
North Ridgeville, OH 44039
(440) 327-1060
beckettcorp.com

CONTRACTORS OF TODAY, INC.
Gary Soutullo, Owner
P.O. Box 850941 • Mobile, AL 36685
(251) 660-9447

CORNERSTONE FURNITURE INC. 
Quentin S. Mulder, Owner
915 Grand Rapids St • Middleville, MI 49333 
(269) 795-3259 • cornerstonefurniture.com

VRS ASSOCIATES, INC. 
Marketing Communications 
Vivian Ruth Sawyer, Owner
615 Breckinridge Lane, Ste. 100 
Louisville, KY 40207 
(502) 899-7613 • e-mail: vrsinc@aol.com

AXIA MERCHANT SERVICES
Randal Clark, CEO/President
Erik Krueger, Chairman
1216 State St. 4th Floor
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(877) 875-6114 • axia-eft.com
e-mail: rclark@axia-eft.com
e-mail: ekrueger@axia-eft.com

MACLEISH BUILDING, INC. 
Dan & Joyce MacLeish & 
Dan MacLeish Jr., Owners
650 E. Big Beaver #F • Troy, MI 48083-1432 
(248) 524-3244
e-mail: troyoffice@aol.com
macbuilding.com

THE DISCOVERY THRIFT STORE
Gary Browning, President/Director 
9908 County Rd. 64 • Daphne, AL 36526
(251) 621-0682

RESIDENCE ARTISTS, INC.
Keith Landies, President
220 Fifth Avenue • Chardon, OH 44024
(440) 946.8824 (Cleveland)
(440) 286.8822 (Chardon)
(440) 286.8218 (Fax)
e-mail: info@residenceartists.com
residenceartists.com

Would you like your business listed 
in Marketplace Exchange? 
Contact Jonathan Simpson at: 
(251)633-7900, or via e-mail at: 
simpsonjonathan@bellsouth.net

RS: That’s a tough one to answer 

because we are still growing in 

our effectiveness, but here are 

some: (a) improved retention and 

decreased turnover rate; (b) better, 

more open dialogue with all team 

members; (c) an “open door” and 

alternate dispute resolution policy 

that works; (d) increased ministry 

activity among leaders and team 

members; (e) ability of the newest 

team member to articulate the 

basic essence of our company’s 

core values, goals, and desires.

121: What recommendations do 
you have for personal, “salt and 
light” development? 

RS: Lots of reading, as well as 

meditating and renewing your 

mind in God’s Word. An excellent 

book on Christ-centered 

leadership is The Way of the 

Shepherd, by Dr. Kevin Leman. I 

also believe personal development 

and growth is best served in an 

environment of accountability. To 

that end, I am part of a Christian 

CEO and Owner peer board 

called the C12 Group.  The group 

has helped us hone our strategic 

plan, establish and communicate 

the core values of our company, 

sharing our vision and mission 

with the leaders and teams of 

people that help us live it out.  As 

“iron sharpens iron,” and it makes 

us more effective in Christ, as a 

person, as a leader, in business, 

and finally in our business as a 

ministry.

We lived in the South in 
the 1960s, and my parents 
taught me by example and 
instruction to love all God’s 
children and make them 
welcomed in our home.  
People of different colors and 
ethnicities and nationalities 
were often guests around 
our table and even stayed 
overnight with us.  A few of 
our neighbors were not happy 
about this, but my parents 
were not deterred.  

COHESIVE WORLDVIEW
In this age of instant 

information and a 24-hour 
news cycle, there is a flood 
of data flying at our families 
at the speed of light.  It’s 
important for parents to 
be informed, not just with 
random bits of trivia, but with 
a cohesive worldview that can 
help our children process all 
they are seeing and hearing.  

Next time you sit down at 
the table with your kids, ask 
them what they see happening 
in the world around them, and 
pray for wisdom and peace 
to help them process it.  Let 
them know what the issues 
are out there that you see.  Tell 
them about your voting, and 
why you plan to vote that way.  
Watch and pray together that 
God will raise up righteous 
leadership.  If Christian families 
across this nation will do that 
today, it will bring a great 
blessing tomorrow ... not only 
for our nation, but for the 
world.  

JoNAThAN SimpSoN 
serves CSM as Director of Development 
and assists with the Hidden Treasures 
Costa Rica Children’s Home.  
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“Liberty begins with liberty from self; that is the lesson of the Cross. Self-centered people 

will not remain free.  Their own appetites will enslave them.  Only through Jesus Christ can 
we find true liberty and produce a culture that preserves it.” —Charles Simpson
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