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from the editor

Can These
Bones Live?

A new prophetic wind is blowing!

H ave you ever wondered what the
apostle Paul meant when he told
the Thessalonians, “Do not despise
prophecies”? Why would he say
such a thing? If the Christians back
then were anything like Christians
are today—and | think that is fairly
likely—then they had to struggle with
some of the same issues with which
we struggle. One of the struggles
we sometimes face is knowing the
difference between moving “in the
Spirit” and moving “in the flesh”.

With the rise of the modern
Charismatic Movement in the
Twentieth Century came a restoration
of spiritual gifts to the Church, and
an emphasis on the present-day
activity of the Holy Spirit in the lives
of believers. Practices that we see
in the book of Acts and in the early
Church were suddenly happening
again, right before our eyes! And it
has been exciting.

Often, if our spiritual enemy
can't stop something, he'll try to join
it and corrupt it, misdirect it, or at
least counterfeit it. This has been
true with various practices within the
Charismatic Movement. Sometimes,
what started in the Spirit ended
tragically in the flesh. This has been
evident, at times, in the realm of
prophetic utterances.

We believe that God’'s Word is
forever settled in heaven, and that

: the logos Word of the Holy Bible is
inerrant, infallible, and inspired by

i the Holy Spirit; we also believe that
the Spirit gives rhema "now” words

to guide and encourage believers
today. But, when one purports to
speak for God or to declare His Word
authoritatively, there must always be
the recognition that we are imperfect
vessels, and we must test these words.

One friend of mine collects

“prophecy bloopers” where believers
made loud public pronouncements
“in the name of the Lord" that were,
well, suspect. For instance, one man

i rushed to the front of the church

! during a service and said, “Thus says
the Lord, ‘My people, my people, even
as Abraham built the ark and saved his
i family, so | am building My Church!”
A few moments later, he ran back up
front, grabbed the microphone and
said, "My people, My people, | have
made a mistake!”

In another church, one aspiring

spokesman for God comforted a

saint with these words: “Surely |, the
Lord, have known your rising up and

i your sitting down; | have known your
i thoughts and intentions; | have known
and numbered the very hairs on

i your head. But ... | have temporarily

i forgotten your name!”

Of course, there have been far

more egregious abuses of prophetic

i giftings or exploitation of people’s
hunger and trust. Sometimes, this

has provoked cynicism and doubt.
Sadly, it has made some stumble or
withdraw, or be willing to throw the

i “baby” of prophetic gifting out with the
“bathwater” of false prophecy.

We should not despise a gift from

God, nor reject the moving of His Holy
Spirit. He gives us His presence and
Word for His glory, for our benefit, and
for the benefit of others. We must test
all words, but if they line up with the
Bible, then we should act upon them.

When the Lord spoke to Ezekiel, He

said, "Prophesy to these bones!” By the
Word of the Lord, spoken through His
prophet, a valley of dry bones became
a living and breathing army, ready for
battle and equipped for victory (see
Ezekiel 37).In these days, we see dry
bones all around us, and God is saying,
i “Can these bones live?" We know the

i answer, if we will but be obedient to
speak as He gives us words.

We want to invite you to

our annual CSM Leadership
Conference, May 16-18, where we

i will gather around “The Power

of the Prophetic Word”. Proven
and trusted leaders such as Mark

i DuPont, Michael Coleman, and

i Charles Simpson will minister from the
Scriptures and in prophetic anointing,
as we believe together for a new

i release of God's Word among us in
this most critical season of history.
The Conference will take place in

i Gatlinburg, TN, at the beautiful Park

i Vista Resort in the Great Smoky
Mountains.

For more information, visit our

website at www.csmpublishing.org
i orcall (251) 633-7900 or toll-free at
i (888) 811-2CSM.

STEPHEN SIMPSON is the Editor of One-to-One and Senior Pastor of Covenant Church of Mobile.
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Escaping the
trap of self
and launching
into Spirit-
empowered
mission

BY CHARLES SIMPSON
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tis a terrible thing to be trapped in a deteriorating
situation. On September 11, 2001, many people
died because they had no way out of burning
buildings. The same thing happened on December
/7, 1941, when many US sailors were trapped in
sinking ships. The recent cruise ship disaster in Italy is
another example. These are tragic stories of people
who could not find an exit, and perished.
While it may not seem so dramatic, millions of people are dying
slowly each day because they see no way out of a bad situation. |
recently read Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand. It is the story of Louie
Zamperini, an Olympic runner and army flyer whose plane crashed
in the Pacific Ocean in 1943. He and his pilot, Allen Phillips, drifted
2000 miles and for 48 days into Japanese waters, spending many

months in prison camps. It is a riveting story of survival and
miracles. They somehow found a way out.



Many people develop a "‘boxed in”

mentality in lesser situations and
become paralyzed. Here is Good
News: the Lord is offering a way
out! The key to our exit is hearing
the voice of God Who is calling
us out of our circumstance into

a great release. His voice is the
key to getting out and not only
surviving, but giving us success
and producing successors. |If

we find His way out, we can

look back with gratitude, lessons
learned, and pass them on as
Zamperini did.

The Lord has given me three
words that represent three
steps out of our challenging

¢ circumstances. | want to discuss

them with you.

Step One: Unity

We cannot do it alone; we need
support. In Zamperini's case, he
and Phillips worked together. Sadly,
the Church and many Christians
are living in division and actually
working against one another. This
assures failure. Working together is
a matter of survival. This will mean
forgiveness and reconciliation. It
definitely means recognizing our
common danger.

| remember how, after 9/11, there
was momentary unity. Even people
© in airports were friendly to one

=]

]

another. Sadly, it didn't last long.

Our nation has reverted to its old
adversarial ways. This has also
happened in the Church. Somehow,
we must take steps toward unity at
every level. We will not always agree,
but must remember that there are
threats against us that are mutual,
and we will all suffer if we do not
come together.

Psalm 133 tells us that where there

is unity, God commands a blessing.
Divided families and churches will not
experience the necessary blessing

of God that offers a way out. We
cannot do His part and He will not do
ours. If we take steps to forgive and
reconcile, He will bless us like the

“Working together
1S a matter

of survival. It
definitely means
recognizing our
common danger.”
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anointing oil that flowed from
Aaron’s head all the way down to
Aaron’s garments. If we will...then
God will,

Prior to the Cross, the disciples
were divided and debating
positions. After the Cross, they
worked it all out and were in
one accord at Pentecost. The
Church needs to visit the Cross
again and die to ourselves. At
Pentecost, the Lord anointed
the Church.

A divided Church is oblivious to
the real issues and powerless
to deal with them. A united
Church that is Cross-centered
and Christ-centered, will
experience great power. That
should motivate us to swallow
our pride and come together
for His glory. Remember, we—
like Zamperini and Phillips—are
on the same raft; the ocean is

wide, and the sharks are hungry.

Take step one: forgive and work
together to find the way out.

Step Two: The Power of God
Jesus commanded the disciples
to wait and pray together in
Jerusalem so that they would
receive spiritual power (see Acts
1:4-5). They did so, and received
a very powerful baptism in the
Holy Spirit. Can you imagine that
group changing history without
the power of God? Never! Nor
can we. Peter stated that the
same promise is unto us (see Acts
2:39). If we find each other, we
will find greater power; God will

be pleased to pour out His Spirit. If
we forgive, He will also. If we show
mercy; He will also.

| remember the days in 1964, when |
realized that | could not go on without
the power of God. | was trapped in
my own weakness and temperament.
| remember the moment that the
Holy Spirit came in power through the
prayer of my friend and pastor, Ken

Sumrall. 'l be eternally grateful to him.

(Note: as | write this, Ken is 85 years
old and physically weakened. Please
pray for him.)

During those days, a great revival
came to me, to our church, and to
the nation. It was not by a human
might or power, but by His Spirit
(see Zechariah 4:6). When the
power of God came, the things we
desired but could not accomplish
in our own strength came also.
People repented, many came to
Christ, healings and deliverance
came, strongholds were broken,
and resources flowed. People
volunteered freely in the day of His
power (see Psalm 110:3).

Every great revival began when
people humbled themselves and
sought God's power. The Great
Shantung Revival in China began
when a missionary wrote back to the
United States and asked forgiveness
for stealing 25 cents. Forgiveness
triggered reconciliation and resulted
in an outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
Isaiah 59:1 tells us that God's hand
is not short nor His ear heavy that
He cannot hear, but our iniquities
separate us from His power.

The Holy Spirit is calling us to seek
God, take steps of humility and

repentance, and ask Him to pour
out His Spirit upon us. The ocean is
vast, the sun is hot upon us, and the
sharks are hungry. The economy

is bad; the enemies are numerous.
Do not get "boxed in". Hear His
voice, forgive, seek unity, and pray
for His power. We cannot do His
part and He will not do ours.

Step 3: Mission

Mission takes us out of where we
are, and when the Spirit moves, He
moves us to mission. We may kid
ourselves about the experience we
had in church, but if it did not lead
us out, then we are still in.

Jesus was clear with His disciples.
“When the Spirit comes, you shall
be My witness—everywhere, to

the ends of the earth.” A person
without a mission is a person boxed
in. Itis a person who needs the
power of God and the Holy Spirit,
Who always sends us on a mission
(see John 20:21).

I am greatly distressed that so
many Christians are content to be
entertained, inspired, and blessed,
but seemingly have no sense

of mission. There is a lack of
militancy in our worship and in our
preaching. The main mission seems
to be self-improvement rather
than service and outreach. Only a
sense of mission will get us “out of
the box". While we may serve the
church, and we should, the field is
in the world.

Every Christian needs two things:
an assignment beyond the church
walls and accountability to be sure
that assignment is being carried
out. When assignments are carried
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out, testimonies will follow and
inspire others. STEP 1: Unity—
positions us. STEP 2: Power—fuels
us. STEP 3: Mission—launches us.

We have a lot of "Rockets” that
haven't launched in many years.
Until they do, they will never know
the joys of exploration.

Jesus said, "My food is to do the will
of Him who sent Me." He had just
led a wicked woman into faith and
life (see John 4:34). He thrived on
mission; SO can we.

A friend recently asked me how |
survived and remained so active
after my dear wife went to be

with the Lord. | answered in one
sentence: ‘I don't think about that.
I'only think about what God has
called me to do with the rest of my
life.” Ina word, it is mission that
keeps me sane and happy.

Last year, David Wilkerson passed
away. David made a great difference
in many lives. He was an Assembly
of God pastor in a small church.

The Lord sent him to New York to
work with gangs. He wrote his story
in the best-selling book, The Cross
and the Switchblade. Hundreds of
thousands of copies went across the
world and inspired many to mission.
One of those that he led to Christ
was Nicky Cruz, a gang leader. Nicky
wrote Run, Baby, Run. Again, many
thousands of copies were sold,
inspiring still others.

When the Holy Spirit convicts us
and sends us on a mission, lives
are affected. When we do not
have a mission, other forces affect
lives. We know that the tragedy

o

of 9/11 awakened many ministries
around the world. In New York City,
Evangelical churches have grown
by more than one-third and violent
crime has dropped.

For many, the issue is church
growth, but | believe that the real
issue is obedience. When we go
out, others will come in. The fields
are ready for harvest.

Praying for You

So here is my sincere prayer for
God's people: | pray that unity

will come to the body of Christ. |
pray that we will enter a season of
forgiveness and reconciliation so
that God will forgive us and bring
healing among the nations.

Second, | pray for an outpouring of
spiritual power so that we can cease
laboring in our own strength. The
sooner we see our own weakness, the
sooner the Lord will give us His strength.

Third, | pray that every Christian will
hear the Lord’s call to some mission
in the world. Is that too much to
ask of God? No. When the Spirit
comes, so will come the sense of
urgency to obey.

These are my prayers for us. | urge
all of us to ask the Lord, "What would
you have me do?” There is an army
waiting to be mobilized; Jesus is rot
our chief entrepreneur; He is the
Captain of the Lord's armies. If we
take those three steps, He will lead us
out; otherwise, we and our children
will perish if we do not find the exit.

CHARLES SIMPSON is Editor-in-Chief
of One-to-One Magazine. He ministers
extensively throughout the United States

. and among the nations.

o
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Canada

KINGSTON CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

P.O. Box 26015, 732 Milford Dr.
Kingston, Ontario K7M 4Y0O
David Thompson, Pastor

Ph: (613) 384-1034

E: thomp@kingston.net

Alabama

COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt Rd.

Mobile, AL 36695

Stephen Simpson, Pastor

Ph: (251) 639-9020
covenantmobile.com

California

SADDLEBACK COVENANT
CHURCH

23401 Madero, Ste. A

Mission Viejo, CA 92691

Kevin Davenport, Pastor

Ph: (949) 770-0291

E: info@saddlebackcovenant.com
saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B

El Cajon, CA 92020

Mark Hoffman & David Hoffman,
Co-Pastors; Ph: (619) 442-7728
foothillschurch.org

Connecticut
ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY
CHURCH

P.O. Box 108, 980 Main St.
Willimantic, CT 06226

Kevin White, Pastor

Ph: (860) 456-2522

E: alccwilli@hotmail.com
geocities.com/alccwilli

STANLEY MEMORIAL
FOUNTAIN OF LIFE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
639 East St.

New Britain, CT 06051
Ronald F. Brackett, Pastor
Ph: (860) 229-2083

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

122 Colman St.

New London, CT 06320
Samuel Spatafore, Pastor
Ph: (860) 447-3757
tolcf.org

Florida

GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

2960 Plummer Cove Rd.
Jacksonville, FL, 32223
Graeme Coad, Pastor

Ph: (904) 288-8808

E: hallelujah@bellsouth.net
gracechapeljax.com
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COVENANT COMMUNITY
CHURCH

1007 Gospel Rd.

Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547

Jim Grabo, Pastor

Ph: (850) 863-1323

E: admin@covenant.gccoxmail.com
ccfwb.com

Georgia

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
P.O. Box 1286,

Suwanee, GA 30024

John Duke, Jr., Pastor

Ph: (678) 442-1006
covenantlifeonline.org

CHRISTIAN COVENANT CHURCH
1105 W 2nd Ave.

Albany, GA 31707-3803

Morris Gurr, Pastor

Ph: (229) 883-4334
E:info@christiancovenantchurch.com
christiancovenantchurch.com

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH
111 Walthour Rd.

Savannah, GA 31410

Douglas Patterson, Pastor

Ph: (912) 897-6630

E: douglas_patterson@att.net

Ilinois

SPIRIT OF GOD FELLOWSHIP &
RESTORATION MINISTRIES
16350 State St.

South Holland, IL 60473

Dr. John Sullivan

Ph: (708) 331-1234

E: jfsddsl@aol.com
sogfonline.com

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH
2 S 361 Glen Park Rd.,,
Lombard, IL 60148

Ph: (630) 627-7202

John Cross, Pastor

E: Admin@folc.net
www.folc.net

lowa

RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
4855 Forest Grove Dr.
P.O. Box 347

Bettendorf, IA 52722

Ph: (563) 332-9154

Jim Tully, Pastor

Kentucky

NEW LIFE CHURCH

3402 Goose Creek Rd.
Louisville, KY, 40241

Tim Parish, Pastor

Ph: (502) 426-3132

E: info@newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT
CHURCH

306 Skylark Dr.

Winchester, KY 40391

Stephen Humble, Pastor

Ph: (859) 771-7138

E: stephenhumble@bellsouth.net

Louisiana

OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH
P.O. Drawer H

Oberlin, LA 70655

William Currie, Pastor

Ph: (318) 448-3103

El: wandtfam@suddenlink.net
housechurchesofLA.org

COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

117 Lake Tyler Dr.

Pineville, LA 71360

Steve Hebert, Elder

Ph: (337) 367-5879

Maryland

NEW HERITAGE CHURCH

9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B

Ellicott City, MD 21042

Randy Reinhardt &

Fred Lessans, Pastors

Ph: (410) 313-9660

E: newheritagechurch@verizon.net
new-heritage.org

Massachusetts
COVENANT CHURCH

9 Westminster Ave,,
Arlington, MA 02474
Brian Emmet, Pastor
Ph: (781) 646-9027

E: bemmet@covmin.org
covmin.org

Michigan

ASSYRIAN MINISTRY

200 S. Hooker Ave.

Three Rivers, MI 49093
John Booko, Director

Ph: (269) 279-2672

E: revbooko@hotmail.com
assyria.freeservers.com

CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

3433 South Lincoln Rd.

Mt. Pleasant, M| 48858

Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor

Ph: (989) 773-1800

E: charann@cmsinter.net
gocmcc.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy
Lansing, Ml, 48917

Fred McGlone, Pastor

E: fomcglone@comcast.net
Ph: (517) 323-8180
ncccweb.org
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ministry listed here?
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or visit csmpublishing.org

for more information.

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
4739 Wah Wah Soo
Gaylord, MI, 49735

Jeff Bennethum, Pastor

Ph: (989) 450-5427

E: Jeff@ebennethums.com

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2215 E. Michigan Ave.

Lansing, MI, 48912

Malcolm Magee, Pastor

Ph: (517) 485-5483

E: office@libertycc.net
libertycc.net

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH OF
NORTHERN MICHIGAN

7700 W Blue Rd.

Lake City, Ml 49651

Gary Bigger & Andrew Whipple,
Elders

Ph: (231) 839-2244

E: covenantlifechurch@centurytel.net
clifechurch.net

THE MASTER'’S CHRISTIAN
MINISTRIES

971 Dutton Rd.

Rochester Hills, MI, 48306
Dr. Loren Siffring, Pastor
Ph: (248) 651-6785

E: lorensiffring@me.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF WEBBERVILLE
7400 Stow Rd.

Fowlerville, M| 48836

Jeff Williams, Pastor

Ph: (517) 468-3443

E: jomk@tds.net

AGAPE’' CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 Cherokee St.

Kalamazoo, MI 49006

Ron Vestrand, Pastor

Ph: (269) 385-5772
agapecc.com

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP
P.O. Box 484

Williamston, M| 48895

Bill Michell, Pastor

Ph: (517) 618-6977

E: wmmichell@frontier.com

Mississippi
COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH
P.O. Box 107

McComb, MS 39648

Michael T. McCarty, Pastor
Ph: (601) 249-4854

E: mmccartysr@apobox.com

GRACE TEMPLE

1131 Richburg Rd.
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 264-0593

Dwayne Higgason, Pastor
gracetemple.com




NEW COVENANT CHURCH
200 W. Garrard Rd.
Starkville, MS 39759

Bill Murphy, Pastor

Ph: (662) 323-4555

E: ncc@bellsouth.net
newcovenantchurch.net

Missouri

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
9018 Big Bend Blvd.
Webster Groves, MO 63119
Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor
Ph: (314) 395-6326

E: secretary@ctkchurch.net
ctkchurch.net

Montana

MARANATHA CENTER

P.O. Box 66, Opheim, MT 59250
Herb Sand, Pastor

Ph: (406) 725-3293

New Jersey

LONG BRANCH COVENANT
CHURCH

355 Joline Ave.

Long Branch, NJ 07740
Tony Moss, Pastor

Ph: (732) 870-2028

E: Lbcovenant@comcast.net
longbranchcovenant.org

New York

FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
117/125 Main St.

Farmingdale, NY, 11735

John Quince, Pastor

Ph: (516) 293-1838

E: fccelders@aol.com
farmingdalechristianchurch.org

North Carolina
BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 3178

Shelby, NC 28151

Harry J. Gregory, Sr., Sr. Elder-Apostle
Ph: (704) 481-0990

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP
MINISTRIES

6062 Petra Mill Rd.
Granite Falls, NC 28630
Randy Bowlin, Pastor

Ph: (828) 396-7690

E: cfs@conninc.com

COVENANT CHURCH
INTERNATIONAL
12621 Strickland Rd.
Raleigh, NC 27613
Jim Sink, Sr., Pastor
Ph: (919) 846-8742
ccifamily.org

Ohio

NEW WINE COVENANT
COMMUNITY

1215 Polaris Pkwy. Ste. 214
Columbus, OH 43240-2037
Ph: (614) 554-9017

Mark Puttick, Pastor

E: immarkputtick@gmail.com
sowershome.com

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
5550 Lancaster Newark Rd. N.E.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148

Dennis Coll, Pastor

Ph: (740) 862-6443

E: life@covenantchristianchurch.org
covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
925 W. Hopocan Ave.

Barberton, OH 44203

John Akins & Joe Schoblocher, Pastors
Ph: (330) 825-9603
emmanuelchristianassembly.com

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES
1213 Taplin Ave.

Akron, OH 44319

John Akins, President

Ph: (330) 825-9603

Oklahoma

ABUNDANT LIFE TABERNACLE
P.O. Box 2661

Ada, OK 74820

Ph: (580) 332-0325

George Carson, Pastor

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
3106 N. Utah

Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Dwight Cunkle, Pastor

Ph: (405) 943-5939

E: bjcunkle@aol.com
covenantlifechurch.com

Pennsylvania

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH

110 Hays Rd.

Upper St. Clair PA 15241

Rick Wiater, Pastor

Ph: (724) 941-9418

E: rweph210@gmail.com
goodshepherdchurchofsouthhills.org

COVENANT CHURCH EAST
623 Highland Ave.
Greensburg, PA 15601

Jim Newsom, Pastor

Ph: (724) 838-7611

E: covenanteast@verizon.net
covenanteast.org

OUTWARD FOCUSED

114 Carson St.

Monroeville, PA 15146

Jim Newsom, Exec. Director
Ph: (412) 856-1809

E: nuke035878@att.net
outwardfocused.org

Tennessee
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH
1000 Woodridge Place

Mt. Juliet, TN 37122

Larry Grainger, Pastor

Ph: (615) 754-7035
alcmtjuliet.com

Texas
CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
17000 Longenbaugh Dr.
Houston, TX 77095

Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor

Ph: (281) 463-6600

E: ccc@christcov.net
christcov.net

BOY WITH A BALL

P.O. Box 14387

San Antonio, TX 78214-4387
Ph: (210) 858-1580
boywithaball.com

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO

6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., #505
Houston, TX 77041

Manuel Montez, Pastor

Ph: (281) 859-0191

FOUNDATION MINISTRIES
P.O. Box 291130

Kerrville, TX 78029

Rene Brown, Director

Ph: (817) 444-6475

EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES
5411 McPherson Rd. #84-102
Laredo, TX 78041

Terry Everroad, President

Ph: (715) 635-7824

E: terry@everroad.com

RENEW CHURCH

2270 FM 725

New Braunfels, TX 78130
Terry Knighten, Pastor
Ph: 830.625.7222
renewchurch.tv

Virginia

HARVEST CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

5 Serene Ct.

Stafford, VA 22556
Jim McNally, Pastor
Ph: (540) 286-1560

E: harvestjim@aol.com
harveststafford.com

HARVEST INTERNATIONAL
MINISTRIES

5 Serene Ct.

Stafford, VA 22556

Jim McNally, Pastor

Ph: (540) 286-1560

El: harvestjim@aol.com
becomingsons.com

INTERCESSORS FOR AMERICA
Dave Kubal, President

PO Box 915, Purcellville, VA 20134
Tel: 540-317-2070

Fax: 540-751-0984

ifapray.org

YADA

c/o Bradley Stuart

6 Serene Ct.

Stafford, VA 22556

Ph: (540) 318-5752

E: yadaoffice@gmail.com
yadainternational.com

OAKBROOK CHURCH

1700 Reston Pkwy.

Reston, VA, 20194

John Moyle, Pastor

Ph: (703) 437-4900

E: Info@oakbrookchurch.org
oakbrookchurch.org

GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH
8910 E. Pocahontas Trail #E
Willamsburg, VA 23185-3142
Thomas McCormick, Pastor
Ph: (757) 887-1100

E: patmc@tni.net
groveoutreach.org
Washington

IMPACT CHURCH

233 St. Helens #201
Tacoma, WA 98402

Meets at The Hub Annex

Contact: Gregory Mira
Ph: (916) 474-4985

THE CSM ANNUAL
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

THE
POWER
OF THE
PROPHETIC

WORD
MAY 16-18

GATLINBURG, TN

MARK DuPONT
MIKE COLEMAN
CHARLES SIMPSON
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familygram

Don't be a
bridezilla or a
groomasaurus!

BY STEPHEN SIMPSON

ove &

bout marriage, the classic song says, “It’s an institute you can'’t disparage!”

And yet, the institution of marriage at large, and numerous individual

marriages, are indeed under tremendous attack today. Marriage is often

mocked as untenable, boring, and undesirable by pop culture icons. Increasing numbers

of couples simply choose to live together without the benefit of a marriage covenant.

And, of course, there are the
continued efforts of the radical
homosexual activists and their
enablers in media, politics, and pop
culture to re-define what marriage
actually is: a loving life-long
commitment between one man
and one woman.

| would suggest that one significant
reason that marriage is under
attack is because Christians and
churches have neglected to reflect
the biblical model and norm for
marriage. Whether it's the searing
effects of spiritual attack, a desire
for political correctness, or simple
expediency that have caused us to
lower standards or lower defenses
of marriage, the fact remains that
biblical marriage has never been
held in lower esteem at any time in
American history.

Marriage is wonderful and God-
ordained, but it also takes work,
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and sometimes it takes hard work.
Too many good, loving, godly men
and women have experienced, for
varying reasons, the sadness of
broken marriage relationships. Itisn't
easy, and too often, our Christian
communities have not done all that
we can or should to support and
uphold marriages. Our call is not

to judge individuals, but to restore
individuals AND understanding of
what marriage is to be.

CULTURE SHOCK

Because the family is the most
basic building block of society, this
breakdown is having a profound
effect on our culture. Children being
conceived and raised outside of
the bonds of marriage, or without
the benefit of a father and mother
both being present in the home,
have a much tougher road ahead
of them in life. This affects our
economy, our crime rates, our drug
statistics, success in education, the

level of depression and suicide, and
so many other troubling trends.
There is no amount of government
spending that can adequately
alleviate the suffering caused by
family breakdown and the loss of the
marriage covenant.

At the same time, there has been

a rise of television programming
surrounding the pageantry of
wedding ceremonies. Perhaps

this trend significantly ramped up
following the spectacular Royal
Wedding of Prince Charles to Lady
Diana in London 30 years ago. A
whole generation of people grew
up with a view of weddings and
marriage that was more rooted

in fantasy and fairy tales than in
reality. The tragic and ugly ending
of Charles’ and Diana’s marriage

did not seem to dissuade some
from pursuing an unrealistic level of
expectation concerning the purpose
of a wedding ceremony.



arrlage

The more broken our homes have
become, the more our desire seems
to grow for wedding pageantry.
Magazines and popular television
programs like “Bridezillas” and "My
Fair Wedding” seem to promote

the notion that what matters most

is a wedding spectacle worthy of
Broadway, Las Vegas, or Westminster
Abbey. I've also noticed often on the
television programs about weddings
that the ministers are basically props,
with little more relevance than the
old bishop in “The Princess Bride”
film. "Mawwiage,” anyone?

One wonders if too many couples
put more thought and investment
into planning the bachelor and
bachelorette parties, the wedding
production, the all-important
reception bacchanalia, and the
exotic honeymoon than they do into
how the actual ongoing marriage
relationship is going to work.

THE BRIDE AND GROOM

The Bible begins and ends with
weddings, and there are many
important weddings and marriages
mentioned throughout the Scriptures.
God instituted marriage and He
Himself holds it in high regard.

One reason that marriage is sacred to
God is because it is a prophetic picture

of the relationship between Jesus
and the Church. The Church is the
Bride of Christ, and He is her Beloved
Groom. He gives Himself utterly for
her, so that she might be spotless
and pure; He gives her His Name and
all that He has. He is devoted to her
eternally, and she to Him.

Every wedding ceremony between
believers ought to reflect this reality
and explicitly testify to it. Rather
than going into great financial debt
to throw a giant show-biz bash
glorifying themselves, couples
should humbly acknowledge their
debt to the Lord by glorifying

Him on the wedding day and ever
after. There should be a desire

by the couple to testify to the love
relationship between Christ and His
Bride in everything that is said and
done ... before, during, and after the
ceremony. Worshiping the Lord “in
the beauty of holiness” should be a

significant part of any wedding plan.

JESUS, BE THE CENTER

In all that I've said thus far, it

may sound like | am against “big”
wedding celebrations; | actually
love them. There is nothing wrong
with making the occasion as special
and as beautiful as possible, but
fancy buildings and lavish outfits
can never substitute for the glory of

God and the love between husband
and wife. | love the joy that wells up
when we are in the presence of a
loving couple, publicly proclaiming
their devotion for one another, and
the favor of God is resting upon
them and all of the witnesses. Few
moments in life are sweeter.

Ern Baxter used to talk about the

law of first things and beginnings.
How you start will set the pattern for
what follows. | truly believe that a
Christ-centered wedding points the
way to a Christ-centered marriage.
For example, | am so thankful that
those counseling my fiance and |
before our wedding emphasized

the importance of the prayer and
communion time at the altar. We
came to understand that this was
the moment when the Lord Himself
would come and seal our covenant
together; when we placed our hands
into His hands, and He would forever
hold us together.

When that moment arrived in our
wedding ceremony, it was after

a significant time of singing and
worshipping together with the
congregation, of hearing a brief
Scriptural teaching, and declaring
our vows. It was a holy time—the
glory of God surrounded us so
strongly and poured out upon us so

continued on page 15
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marketplace exchange

It’s not just a style
of leadership—it
is leadership that
endures.

> ANGELA HOUGH
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Servant
Leadership:

A Model You
Can Stand On

— veryone is a leader in one role or another.
— You are influencing someone. Why would
anyone want to be a servant leader? For true
and lasting success.

We all have a God-given purpose. As we mature, our parents, teachers
and friends can either encourage and promote our purpose, or negate
that purpose. Business leaders especially have the opportunity and
resources to either trap their employees or bring them into a larger
space, helping them fulfill their purpose and calling.

The late Robert Greenleaf, an executive at AT&T and lecturer at Harvard
and MIT, states in Servant Leadership, "...if one is to preside over a
successful business, one’'s major talent will need to evolve from being
the chief into the builder of the team.”

Most don't eagerly seek the "Servant Leader” title. Servant leaders aren't
the center of attention and won't receive praise for a good job. In my
imagination, the servant leader becomes like a stepstool. A stepstool

is not in a prideful position; it's an unglamorous calling. The stepstool
simply boosts its user up to reach the desired level. We'll look at the 4
legs to this stepstool, then lastly, a step to stand upon.

Leg# 1 - The Focused Servant Leader

By laying defined boundaries, the servant leader does not allow himself
to be abused, but does allow himself to be used. How can this be
accomplished?

1. Know thyself. When the servant leader understands his identity in
Christ, he stands firm when opposition comes.



2. Set boundaries in place. This brings
confidence to your employees who,
knowing what is expected of them,
can move into their calling.

There's security in the strength of
focused leadership. The servant leader
doesn't say "Yes” to everything, but
remains steadfast in his priorities.
Steadfast leaders know what direction
their compass points, and don't drift
with every shifting wind. This causes
his followers to become confident in
their roles, too.

Leg# 2— The Delegating

Servant Leader

Too often, I've said, ‘It takes more time
to teach someone else than to do it
myself”. Or out of fear, | think "What
if the employee leaves after | spend
time discipling them?” This is an area
we can all release. Accept God's plan
for every person who works with/

for you. Are these individuals brought
to you by God? You can obediently
invest the time. Be replaceable—for
the next generation’s sake!

If I have unrealistic expectations of
myself, and believe the company’s

growth to the company. | encourage

you to meditate on John 3:29-30.

In 2003, | hired a lady for an
administrative position. “Sarah”
began diligently learning how to
file the massive stacks of reports

that blanketed my desk. She sought

ways to help make my life less

complex, and | depended on her as
my right arm. One day | asked if she

“The most immediate
risk in your present way
of operating may be
that you could not be

replaced, if there should

be a need of that.”

- Robert K Greenleaf, Servant Leadership

was willing to delve more into the
world of manufacturing. She said
yes, so | sent her into the non-air-

conditioned production area, where

she worked on a punch press for
a time. Sarah was eager to jump in

too. But is it really OK to not have
all the answers? Our employees
recognize when we don't know

“While giving a

great employee their
performance review, one
of my habits is to ask
the employee, “Is there
anything new you want
to learn in addition to
your regular job? Even
in another department?”
Encourage curiosity!
Help employees to find
their niche, and don’t
lock them into “job
description prison” for

a life sentence! Helping
each employee into their
natural role, you will
find productivity and the
culture of your company
Improving.

- John Stanko, So Many Leaders... So
Little Leadership

success depends on my abilities
alone, | will not only burn out, but
watch excellent people leave for

greater opportunities. As stewards of
the talents our Master has given, we

are to transfer our expertise so the

entire team has opportunity to bring

“(Servant) leaders want
to see the company
even more successful
in the next generation,
comfortable with the
idea that most people
won'’t even know that

the roots of that success

trace back to their
efforts.”

- Jim Collins, Good to Great

and got hands-on experience. Every
afternoon before leaving work, she
sat in my office, asking questions. We
explored trade magazines, reviewed
engineers’ drawings, and discussed
challenging customers. Teaching her
was a delight, and Sarah was one
main reason | looked forward to work
during that time. We both enjoyed a
successful delegation experience. It
took a significant amount of time, but
was an experience | look forward to
repeating again.

Leg # 3 - The servant leader
encourages creativity

Leg # 4 —The servant leader
doesn’t know it all

Admit it. You know you don't know
everything. Everyone else knows it

what to do next. But who said the
boss is supposed to have all the

answers, anyway? We hurt ourselves
and our team when we don't accept

wisdom from others. The employees

that surround us daily are oftentimes
great people to ask when we need
ideas and input.

It takes a village to raise a
business. Seek the counsel of other
professional people. Who do you
know that could be a trustworthy,
reliable “sounding board” for you?
When it comes down to decisions
such as: “should | open another
location”, or “should | buy out my
competitor’, hearing from another
business person is good judgment
and shows wisdom, not weakness.
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Supporting
Businesses

o

Seek help from those who have
experience in these matters.

What we stand on: The Servant
Leader is Ethical

What's your leadership built on? If
you have the reputation of integrity,
you're likely to attract trusting
customers, retain employees with
integrity, and sleep well at night,
since you're not carrying legal issues
on your shoulders!

In Called to Excellence, Heeth
Varnedoe writes about ethics in
business. “You may be striving to
become the best, but it needs to
be underlined with integrity and
character. When you have those
qualities in place, you're eventually
going to become a success.”

What is your leadership style? Do
you lead with a heavy fist, using
others as the stepstool to achieve
power? Do you go wherever the
wind blows, allowing a sense of
instability and insecurity? Or, do you
lead with the desire to make others
successful, while succeeding in the
process? The factis, we have help
as leaders. The Holy Spirit is ready to
assist us with discipling true leaders,
if we just ask.

Read more by visiting Angela
Hough's blog, “Journey of
Kingdom Business” on blogger.com

“The heart of the
discerning acquires
knowledge; the ears of
the wise seek it out”
(Proverbs 18:15 NIV).

“Listen to advice and
accept discipline, and
at the end you will be
counted among the
wise” (Proverbs 19:20 NIV).

121

Opportunity Inc.
Update

Opportunity Inc., a consortium
of Kingdom-minded business
leaders and speakers previously
featured in Marketplace
Exchange, continues to break
through the “business world,”
bringing a transcendent market
view. Last year, the team

led by Ronald Gray shared

in Paris, France, and Torun,
Poland, on topics such as:
Servant Leadership, Creative
Ideas, Seven Foundations for

a Successful Business, and
Building a Kingdom-Minded
Business. Here are brief
accounts of that trip:

“With a population of less than 2%
in France saying they believe in
God, it was a blessing to teach 85
young professionals in Paris about
principled ways to grow a business
and become a conduit for Kingdom
life. Then we visited Torun for the
eighth time, coordinating with local
pastor and business owner Jacek
Matlakiewicz.
This year, as in
the past, we
shared at The
University of
Kopernika to
several hundred
business
students. What a blessing it was
at the end of our time there to be
invited back by the Dean of the
Business School and to hear Pastor
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Matlakiewicz express his gratitude for
the consistent, quality teaching over
these past years.” - Ronald Gray

“Looking back on my previous 5 trips
to Poland, what is revealed are these
good “fruits”: trust that can only come
through deepening of relationship
and discipleship that comes through
dedication to serve. Without a formal
announcement or agenda, a bond has
been formed between our team of
teachers and the Believers of Christ in
Poland. | think of them daily, and look
forward to going back.”

- Angela Hough

“We were encouraged in Torun to
see the openness and receptivity,

the impartation of the Spirit of God,
and His call on them to represent the
kingdom of God in the marketplace.
Speaking to young students about
biblical principles of business was a
meaningful encounter. In a meeting
with the Dean of the Business School,
he invited me back to be a part of

a small business incubator concept
that would allow us to present to the
Chamber of Commerce and some
representatives of the European

Union. The encounter in Paris
allowed us to be part of Pastor Robert
Baxter's vision for the “Jeune (Young)
Professionals”. They responded very
openly to my session on “Foundation
of Successful Business” showing

them ways to evaluate, improve, and
develop their businesses and new
opportunities. - Steve Rannells

“Everyone was overwhelmed by the
professional environment and the
spirit of excellence. It allowed them
not only to receive great training,

but to do it in an environment which
spoke of the richness of God's
Kingdom. The Church needs good
preachers, but it also needs good men
and women who are proficient in their
respective professions to bring the
principles of the kingdom of God into
the workplace.

- Pastor Robert Baxter, Paris, France

The team intends to go back again
in 2012 and will add Gdansk and
Szczecin to its schedule. There are
also continued plans for seminars
in the USA and Kenya for next
year. Please keep them in your
prayers. Please their website for
more information:
www.OpportunityInc.net

FAMILYGRAM
Continued from page 11

powerfully that we could scarcely
hold ourselves up on our knees. In
our 27 years of marriage together,
we have reflected on that moment
countless times; in seasons of

joy and in seasons of sorrow and
hardship. We are far from perfect
individually or as a couple, which is
all the more reason why we need
God'’s grace and presence in our
relationship.

If you are considering marriage,
please don't use your pastor as a
prop. Seek out his counsel and
prayer. Invest time in discussing
and planning for a life together,
not just a ceremony or a party
or a honeymoon. One great
tool I've found is called “The
Getting Ready for Marriage
Workbook” by Jerry Hardin and
Dianne Sloan. "The Christian
Family” by Larry Christenson is
another classic. I've taught a
series out of Ephesians 5 & 6 on
“The Spirit-Led Life” which | also
believe is helpful for husbands,
wives, and children.

Whatever Christ-centered,
Bible-based resource you
choose to prepare you for
married life—or to strengthen
your marriage life—I pray that
the Lord’s grace and peace will
be with you and your family,
and | commend you for being
willing to invest in such a holy
and significant endeavor. May it
bring blessing to you and your
loved ones, and testify to the
world of the unfailing love of
Christ Jesus.

Stephen’s Simpson’s new
audio message, “The Courage

to Change” is now available!
visit csmpublishing.org for info.
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Charles Simpson Ministries
P.O. Box 850067
Mobile, AL 36685-0067
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Power on the go.

Purchase a CD or download from CSM for your iPod®, iPad®, iPhone®, and other
mobile devices to enjoy 24/7 access to inspiring wisdom and encouragement.

THE POWER OF THE
PROPHETIC WORD (SERIES)
D130P (6 CDs).......$39 plus $5.50 S&H

The gift of prophecy has not ceased. It is still

valid today. However, there are many false prophets.
How do we discern an authentic Word from God?
Charles Simpson examines the biblical foundations
for the prophetic word and explores the dynamics
of prophecy now.

These messages are also available to download online

THE COURAGE TO CHANGE
(SINGLE)

...................................... $8 plus $3 S&H

“God loves you just the way you are—and He loves
you so much, He won't leave you the way you are.”
From his own spiritual journey, Stephen Simpson
asks, “What do you do when the things you love are
killing you?" Stephen shares on being open to God'’s
power and the tools needed to transform your life.

........... $37 POWER SERIES / $6 COURAGE

CALL (888) 811-2CSM OR VISIT WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG
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