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John, a disciple of Jesus, tells a 
significant story about an unusu-

al encounter between Jesus and a 
Samaritan woman at Jacob’s water 
well near the town of Sychar. The 
story is extraordinary, in part, be-
cause—according to social norms—it 
never should have happened. Jesus, 
a Jew, was expected to disdain 
Samaritans, according to ethnic and 
religious customs. And Jesus, a man, 
would not have been expected to 
approach a “strange” woman that He 
did not know. 

But Jesus, Who seemed 
to delight in bursting human 
expectations, initiated a conversation 
with this woman. After a discussion 
about “living water” and everlasting 
life, He gave her a word of 
knowledge (a secret revealed to Him 
by the Holy Spirit) about her life.  She 
recognized Jesus as  a prophet from 
God, and asked Him about authentic 
worship. Jesus responded:

“But the hour is coming, and 
now is, when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth; for the Father is seeking 
such to worship Him. God is Spirit, 
and those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth” 

(John 4:23-24).
At first, she didn’t fully grasp 

what Jesus was saying, but she knew 
that true worship would be revealed 
by the promised Messiah.  “I am He,” 
Jesus said.  Something resonated 
in the heart of this woman to the 
degree that she immediately went 
out into town and witnessed to 

people about Jesus. Many believed! 
Obedient faith is a measure of 

the authenticity of our worship. 
Furthermore, she received the spirit 
of what Jesus said: the Good News 
of Christ’s Kingdom is meant to be 
shared with others! 

In the meantime, Jesus’ disciples 
showed up on the scene, bringing 
food for Jesus.  His response is 
telling: “My food is to do the will of 
Him who sent Me, and to finish His 
work” (John 4:34). 

This statement is not unrelated 
to Jesus’ earlier statement to 
the Samaritan woman regarding 
worship. Too often, we confine our 
ideas about worship to a Sunday 
Morning church service, perhaps 
singing some songs. Though 
many of the songs we sing speak 
of faith, obedience, mission, and 
the Lordship of Jesus, we seem 
to sometimes have a disconnect 
between the lyrics and our lifestyle.  
What we sing on Sunday too often 
does not impact how we live on 
Monday. 

From the Editor

Authentic worship, such as 
what we see in Romans in Chapter 
12, is marked by the recognition 
that our lives belong to God; that 
transformation and power from the 
Holy Spirit are necessities in order 
to move forward in mission.  True 
love is not “lip service” to God, but a 
radical, passionate, whole-hearted 
response to Who He is, what He has 
done, and what He has said. It is His 
Holy Spirit filling our spirit—our heart 
—and making our lives new.

“The first of all the 
commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
And you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your mind, and with 
all your strength.’ This is the first 
commandment.  And the second, 
like it, is this: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
other commandment greater than 
these” (Mark 12:29-31).

The Samaritan woman was a 
seeker; she was thirsty for truth.  
She didn’t want to be simply 
theologically correct, but she was 
looking for truth that transforms.  
When she received it in the Person 
of Jesus Christ, she believed and 
was changed. And her testimony 
changed other lives. Such is the 
wonderful result of worship in spirit 
and truth! 

Spirit & Truth

STEPHEN SIMPSON is the Editor 
of One-to-One Magazine and the 
President of CSM.  For information on 
speaking availability, please call (251) 
633-7900 or e-mail onetreesteve@
bellsouth.net.   

Obedient faith is a measure of the 
authenticity of our worship

BY STEPHEN SIMPSON

"But the hour is 
coming, and now 
is, when the true 
worshipers will 

worship the Father 
in spirit and truth."



Keynote

BY CHARLES SIMPSON

I believe that the Bible is the Word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit.  I believe that 

Jesus Christ is the Word made flesh.  We are told in the Bible to love God with our 

mind, to have the mind of Christ, and we are told that we are the way we think (see 

Mark 12:30; Philippians 2:5; Proverbs 23:7).  In fact, there are numerous Bible references 

to our thinking and attitudes.  The entire Bible is about focusing on the Lord, His ways, 

and things that are above.

My purpose is to grow in my own thinking and 
hopefully help others to do the same.  So, I have 
been thinking about my own thinking and how 
our culture seems to be thinking, or not thinking.  
Given how our minds affect our brains, and our 
brains affect our bodies, thinking seems vital 
to our lives and our future. I enjoy reading and 
listening to “mindstretchers” and there are many.  
We don’t have to agree with someone in order to 

learn, but we do have to learn to listen if we are 
going to grow.  Let me mention a few of these 
“mindstretchers” that I’ve appreciated.

Dr. Caroline Leaf, a Neuroscientist and a 
Christian, has written and lectured extensively 
on the mind and its biological affect upon the 
brain. Her book, Switch on Your Brain, has become 
a classic.  She echoes the Biblical narrative about 
the importance of what we think and how we 

How to grow in 
the likeness 
of Christ by 
allowing the 
Holy Spirit 
to transform 
your way of 
thinking
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BY CHARLES SIMPSON

think.  Dr. Jordan Peterson, author of 12 Rules for 
Life, has become a phenomenon in recent years 
and is attracting millions of followers.  He is a 
professor of Psychology and a Psychiatrist at 
Toronto University.  He quotes Carl Jung as saying, 
“People do not have ideas; ideas have people.”  In 
other words, we are captive to our thoughts.

My friend, Stephen B. Clark has written an 
excellent and insightful book, The Old Testament 
in the Light of the New.  His book is extremely 
well-documented and is designed to give us a 
new look at both testaments. Another friend, Rex 
Miller, has an organization called Mindshift, which 
demonstrates how collaboration with qualified 
people enables us to think about old problems 
in new ways.  Rex is a consultant to some of our 
nation’s largest corporations and has collaborated 
to produce several books.

Among “mindstretchers”, there is no equal 
to Jesus and His “Sermon on the Mount” (see 
Matthew 5-7).  My friend Bob Mumford calls it “The 
Constitution of The Kingdom of God.”

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT
The message that Jesus delivered by the Sea of 
Galilee is still having a major impact around the 
world.  I read it again and realized that it reveals 
the mind of Christ to us.  When I came to Matthew 
5:41, it struck me as a theme for the message.  “If 
someone forces you to go one mile, go with them 
two miles.”  I call this “Second Mile Thinking” and 
it permeates His entire message.

Romans 8:28-29 tells us that all things are 
working together for good to those who love God 
and are called according to His purpose, and that 
purpose is to conform us to the image of His Son.  
So, He uses things and events to change the way 

we think; to think more like Jesus.
In order to better understand the Sermon on 

the Mount in Matthew chapters 5-7, we need to 
see the historical context in which Jesus spoke.  
Israel was under Roman rule and there were 
many Roman restrictions upon Jews that were 
oppressive and repugnant.  One such rule was 
that a Roman soldier or Roman official could 
require a Jewish male to carry that Roman’s 
baggage for a mile.  This rule was not only difficult, 
but humiliating.  Jewish resentment ran deep, 
and added to that, the Romans were pagan and 
emperor worshippers.  Anathema!

While Jews resented Romans, there were many 
resentments and divisions within Israel’s culture.  
Conservative Pharisees were divided from Liberal 
Sadducees.  There were also the Herodian Roman 
sympathizers and the escapist Essenes.

Religion was a problem; many were 
legalistic adherents to scores of rules and were 
very contentious.  There was very little grace 
toward offenders and stoning to death was not 
uncommon.  Religious leaders were focused 
on appearance and tradition, and blind to the 
real condition of the people. Demonic activity 
and disease were prevalent even though people 
were very religious.  It was into this milieu that 
Jesus said, “Go two miles with them.”  To many, 
including His disciples, this was unthinkable, 
preposterous, and out of the question to carry 
someone else’s baggage—and a Roman at that! Go 
the second mile!

The climate of rebellion had been growing, 
and minor rebellions had already been put down 
easily by Rome, the dominant world power.  But a 
bigger revolt was coming, and in 70 AD, Jews would 
be slaughtered by the thousands; many would 
be crucified.  Second mile thinking, along with 

Why

Among "mindstretchers", there is no equal to 
Jesus and His "Sermon on the Mount".  "Second 
Mile Thinking" permeates His entire message.



Jesus, would be rejected.  He saw the slaughter 
coming and offered a better path through better 
thinking; but they were trapped in their ideas.

SECOND MILE THINKING
I have thought a lot lately about my 

thinking and our culture’s thinking, how it 
affects our minds, attitudes, our brains, bodies, 
health, families, and our nation.  I took another 
look at the Sermon on the Mount and that 
expression of the mind of Christ.  As I came 
to Matthew 5:41, I realized that if there was a 
Second Mile Thinking, then there had to be a 
“First Mile thinking”.  As I read on, I began to 
contrast the two ways of thinking.

Jesus began His message with the word 
“Blessed,” which means, among other things, 
Divine favor.  That could include health, 
prosperity, and a good journey for those who 
regard His Words.  Evidently, first mile thinking 
was not being blessed.  Let’s look at some of the 
contrasts between first and second mile thinking:

•	 First Mile Thinkers were about self –  
Second Mile Thinkers were about others.

•	 First Mile Thinkers were about duty –  
Second Mile Thinkers went beyond duty.

•	 First Mile Thinkers were about laws –  
Second Mile Thinkers went beyond the law to 
grace. 

•	 First Mile Thinkers were proud –  
Second Mile Thinkers were humble. 

•	 First Mile Thinkers were vengeful –  
Second Mile Thinkers were forgivers. 

•	 First Mile Thinkers were focused on 
appearance – Second Mile Thinkers were 
focused on characters and purity of motive. 

•	 First Mile Thinkers reviled their enemies 
– Second Mile Thinkers responded with 
kindness. 

•	 First Mile Thinkers could be brutal –  
Second Mile Thinkers have mercy. 

•	 First Mile Thinkers are combative –  
Second Mile Thinkers seek peace.

•	 First Mile Thinkers get hot with anger – 
Second Mile Thinkers keep their cool in 
conflict. 

•	 First Mile Thinkers see the building –  
Second Mile Thinkers see the foundations.

•	 First Mile Thinkers don’t see the coming 
storm – Second Mile Thinkers prepare for it.

•	 First Mile Thinkers are rigid – Second 
Mile Thinkers are flexible without loss of 
character.

•	 First Mile Thinkers have a mindset that leads 
to chaos – Second Mile Thinkers bring order 
into chaos.

•	 First Mile Thinkers see the problem – Second 
Mile Thinkers see solutions.

These are just a few contrasts out of many 
that I see.  Let me stress that the Law is Holy; it 
is we who are not holy.  Jesus did not come to 
destroy the Law, but to fulfill it and go beyond 
its requirements—the second mile and beyond.

By the way, I understand First Mile 
Thinking; I was once a “fundamentalist” or as 
some call it, “A fighting fundie.”  I have created 
unnecessary strife due to being captured by a 
perspective.  

Let me also say that we are not called to 
be passive.  There are a lot of scriptures that 
tell us that we are in a battle against powers, 
principalities, and spiritual wickedness in high 
places.  However, we are told that the war is not 
against flesh and blood.  We must remember 
that our enemies are captive also.

The issue is, how do we win the battle?  Is it 
by First Mile Thinking or Second Mile Thinking?  
I hope that the answer is apparent.

DOES IT MATTER?
Does it matter if we fight for our position, 

destroy our enemies, and win temporary 
victories?  Will that be blessed?  Or will blessing 
ultimately come by Second Mile Thinking?  Can 
we actually change the hearts of enemies by 
how we think about them?  This is tough and 
often costly in the short term.  The government 
may justly declare war, but our battle is in a 
different dimension.

These questions were no doubt asked by the 
apostles who were ordinary men, fishermen, 
tax collectors, and even zealots.  Matthew 
understood being selfish.  Peter knew how to 
use the sword.  James and John wanted to call 
down fire on opponents.  Changing their minds 
did not come easy.  They were still struggling 
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Ministry Itinerary

Join Pastor Charles Simpson and local 
leaders for insights and encouragement 

at these cities:

CHARLES SIMPSON is Editor-in-Chief of One-to-One 
Magazine. He ministers extensively throughout the 
United States and among the nations. 

when Jesus was crucified, and even after the Resurrection.  
They believed He was the Messiah, but what kind?

These are my struggles and yours, but a mental 
change, especially now, is critical.  It wasn’t until 
Pentecost, when they were filled with the Holy Spirit, that 
the dramatic change in thinking became evident.  Then 
they changed history, and that should be evident to us all.

Only the Holy Spirit can affect the needed change in 
our minds; religion is not enough.  But if we set our mind 
on Jesus and on things above, we will be transformed 
(see Romans 12:2).  We can become lights in this night.  
We must not allow some idea to have us or control us 
contrary to the mind and will of Christ.

Before meeting Jesus, the Apostle Paul had been a 
rigid First Mile Thinker, even going beyond Israel to find 
and persecute Christians.  He gave consent to stoning 
Stephen.  But on the road, he met Jesus.  Then he was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and became a Second Mile 
Thinker.  Countless numbers of those who have gone 
before us have had similar stories.  John Newton’s great 
hymn “Amazing Grace” is the testimony of a former slave 
trader who was saved and transformed into a Second 
Mile Thinker.

Romans 2:4 tells us, “It is the goodness of God that 
leads to repentance.”  I wonder if watching the stoning of 
Stephen, who asked God to forgive his murderers, did not 
have a dramatic impact upon Paul.  Stephen was filled 
with the Holy Spirit!

GROWING
I have reviewed my own mind and how it has 

been changed through the years, often through painful 
experience like the apostles experienced at the Cross.  I’m 
sure that there is more ahead.  And I have walked with 
others on their journey.  If we are going to grow, we are 
going to change, hopefully, from glory to glory!

Usually we have to discover for ourselves that we need 
to change, but I believe that the Holy Spirit is walking 
beside us in that process.  He can use many different 
tools—“all things”—to urge us, even “goad us” toward 
the mind of Christ.  I thank God that He is good, patient, 
and faithful.  He Who began a good work in us will also 
complete it if we stay open to Him.  Be blessed!

May 14-16 |  GATLINBURG, TN
CSM Leadership Conference
Betty Duke • 251-633-7900

	
JUNE 21-23 | CHICAGO, IL

Brian Kamstra •  708-331-1234

JULY 6-7  | COSTA RICA
Hugo Zelaya

AUGUST 16-18  |  RALEIGH, NC 
Jim Sink •  919-417-6808

AUGUST 30- SEPT 1  |  EL CAJON, CA
David Hoffman •  619-442-7728

			 
SEPTEMBER 6-8 | LONG BRANCH, NJ

Tony Moss  •  732-870-2028

SEPTEMBER 15 | BANCROFT, WV
Jim Legg  •  304-586-9776

SEPTEMBER 29  |  KALAMAZOO, MI
Dave Sykes  269-385-5772

OCTOBER 3-5  |  DALLAS, TX
Kairos 2019

Matteo Calisi  • 972-885-9460

OCTOBER 11-13  |  BETTENDORF, IA
Jim Tully •  563-332-5585

OCTOBER 18-20  |  ST. LOUIS, MO
Michael Peters •  314-395-6326

November 8-10   |  Lawrenceville, GA
Chris Hyatt  678-224-8911

DECEMBER 6-8 | MISSION VIEJO, CA

Kevin Davenport  949-770-0291

Please contact: Susanne Simpson  at 
cvsshs@bellsouth.net or (251) 633-7900.

					   



CALIFORNIA
SADDLEBACK COVENANT 
CHURCH
23401 Madero, Ste. A
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Kevin Davenport, Pastor 
Ph: (949) 770-0291 
E: info@saddlebackcovenant.com  
saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B
El Cajon, CA 92020 
Mark Hoffman & David Hoffman,
Co-Pastors;  Ph: (619) 442-7728 
E: info@foothillschurch.org 
foothillschurch.org

IRANIAN CHURCH 
OF LOS ANGELES
20242 Ingomar Street, 
Winnetka, CA 91306
Luke Yeghnazar, Pastor
Ph: (818) 882-0586
lyeghnazar@sbcglobal.net

CONNECTICUT
ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
P.O. Box 108, 980 Main St. 
Willimantic, CT 06226 
Kevin White, Pastor 
Ph: (860) 456-2522 
E: alccwilli@hotmail.com
facebook.com/alccwilli

FLORIDA
COVENANT COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
1007 Gospel Rd. 
Ft.  Walton Beach, FL 32547
Tim Sheldon, Pastor
Ph: (850) 863-1323
E: info@cccfwb.com
cccfwb.com 

GEORGIA
COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
1945 Lawrenceville-Suwanne Road
Lawrenceville, GA 30043 
Chris Hyatt, Pastor
Ph:(678) 224-8911
E: info@covenant.life
covenant.life

BOY WITH A BALL
P.O. Box 748 Buford, GA 30515 
Ph: (404) 454-7702
Jamie Johnson
info@boywithaball.com
boywithaball.com

FREE POINT CHURCH
111 Walthour Rd.
Savannah, GA 31410 
Ron Lanier / Elders
Ph: (912) 235-2078
E:info@freepointchurch.
community
freepointchurch.community 

ILLINOIS
SPIRIT OF GOD FELLOWSHIP
16350 State St
South Holland, IL 60473
Pastor Brian Kamstra
Ph: (708) 331-1234
sogfchurch.com 

IOWA
RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
4855 Forest Grove Dr. 
P.O. Box 347 
Bettendorf, IA 52722 
Ph: (563) 332-9154
Jim Tully, Pastor

KENTUCKY
NEW LIFE CHURCH
3402 Goose Creek Rd. 
Louisville, KY, 40241
Tim Parish, Pastor
Ph: (502) 426-3132 
E: info@newlifechurch-lou.org
newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT 
CHURCH
19 Wainscott Avenue
Winchester, KY 40391  
Ph: (859) 771-7138 
E: winchestercovenant@gmail.com
winchestercovenant.org 

LOUISIANA
OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH
P.O. Drawer H
Oberlin, LA 70655
William Currie, Pastor 
Ph: (337) 515-5802 
housechurchesofLA.org

COVENANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP
850 Strozier Road
West Monroe, LA 70655
Robert Lindsay, Pastor
Ph: (318) 614-0092
E: rlanelindsay@comcast.net
acalltogreatness.com

INDIANA
OUTWARD FOCUSED
3432 Christopher Trail
Jeffersonville, IN 477130
Jim Newsom, Exec. Director
Ph: (502) 593-7612
E: nuke035878@att.net
outwardfocused.org

MARYLAND
NEW HERITAGE COMMUNITY
9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
Randy Reinhardt & 
Fred Lessans, Pastors 
Ph: (410) 313-9660 
E: contact@
newheritagecommunity.com
newheritagecommunity.com

MICHIGAN
CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH  
3433 South Lincoln Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor 
Ph: (989) 773-1800  
E: Church@Centmichristianchurch.com
gocmcc.org

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 80737
Lansing, MI, 48908 
Ron Burns, Pastor 
E: office@ncccweb.org
Ph: (517) 323-8180 
 nccclansing.org

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH   
2215 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing, MI, 48912  
Ben Rous, Pastor  
Ph: (517) 485-5483
E: office@libertycc.net  
libertycc.net

LIVING LIGHT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH
7700 W Blue Rd.
Lake City, MI 49651 
Gary Bigger & Andrew Whipple, Elders 
Ph: (231) 839-2244  
E: info@livinglightchurch.com
livinglightchurch.com

THE MASTER’S CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
971 Dutton Rd.
Rochester Hills, MI, 48306 
Dr. Loren Siffring, Pastor  
Ph: (248) 930-8109  
E:  info@masterschristianministries.com
masterschristianministries.com  

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH OF WEBBERVILLE  
6250 Herrington Rd. 
Webberville, MI 48892
(517) 468-3530
Jeff Williams, Pastor
Ph: (517) 468-3443 
E: jpmk@tds.net

AGAPE’ CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
609 Cherokee St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49006 
Dave Sykes, Pastor 
Ph: (269) 385-5772
agapecc.com 

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 
P.O. Box 484 
Williamston, MI 48895
Bill Michell, Pastor 
Ph: (517) 618-6977 
E: wmmichell@frontier.com

MISSISSIPPI
GRACE TEMPLE
1131 Richburg Rd.
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
Ph: (601) 264-0593 
Dwayne Higgason, Pastor  
E: infor@gracetemple.com
gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
200 W. Garrard Rd.
Starkville, MS 39759 
Bill Murphy, Pastor
Ph: (662) 323-4555 
E:  ncc4555@gmail.com
newcovchurch.net

INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH 
MINISTRIES
PO Box 2140 
McComb, MS 39649
Michael McCarty
Ph: (601) 684-0558
iom-online.com

MISSOURI
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH 
9018 Big Bend Blvd. 
Webster Groves, MO 63119
Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor 
Ph: (314) 395-6326 
E: info@ctkcommunity.com
ctkcommunity.com

NEW JERSEY
LONG BRANCH COVENANT 
CHURCH
355 Joline Ave.
Long Branch, NJ 07740  
Tony Moss, Pastor 
Ph: (732) 870-2028 
E:  info@lbcovenant.org
lbcovenant.org

NEW YORK
FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH  
117 Main St.
Farmingdale, NY, 11735  
John Quince, Pastor 
Ph: (516) 293-1838  
E: fccelders@aol.com
farmingdalechristianchurch.org

SOUTHSIDE ALLIANCE CHURCH
530 Pennsylvania Ave.
Elmira, NY 14904
Tre Reaume, Pastor
Ph: (607) 732-6580
E: southsidealliance530@gmail.com
southsidealliance.org

NORTH CAROLINA
COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 
MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Rd.
Granite Falls, NC 28630
Randy Bowlin, Pastor  
Ph: (828) 396-7690 
E: cfs@conninc.com

FIND A CHURCH
CSM’s Directory of Contributing Ministries

Would you like your 
ministry listed here? 
Contact us at (888) 811-CSM 
or visit csmpublishing.org 
for more information.
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NEWPATH CHURCH
7100 Hilburn Dr.
Raleigh, NC 27613 
E: info@newpathchurch.com 
Jim Sink, Pastor
Ph: (919) 307-7803
E: info@newpathchurch.com
newpathchurch.com

OHIO
NEW WINE COVENANT CHURCH
1491 Polaris Pkwy Ste 214
Columbus, OH  43240-2037
Ph: (614) 563-1741
Mark Puttick, Pastor
E: markputtick@yahoo.com
sowershome.com

THE WELL COVENANT CHURCH
2545 Cincinatti-Zanesville Rd. SW
Lancaster, OH, 43130
Dennis Coll, Pastor
Ph: (740) 689-9815  
thewellcovenantchurch.com

OKLAHOMA
ABUNDANT LIFE TABERNACLE 
P.O. Box 2661
Ada, OK 74820
Ph: (580) 332-0325

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
6736 NW 39th Expwy.
Bethany, OK 73008
Dwight Cunkle, Pastor 
Ph: (405) 943-5939 
E: covenantlifeokc@gmail.com

PENNSYLVANIA
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH   
110 Hays Rd.
Upper St. Clair PA 15241
Rick Wiater, Pastor
Ph: (412) 523-2964
E: rweph210@gmail.com
goodshepherdchurchofsouthhills.org 

TENNESSEE
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH
1000 Woodridge Place
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
Larry Grainger, Pastor 
Ph: (615) 754-7035 
alcmtjuliet.com

TEXAS
CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
17000 Longenbaugh Dr.
Houston, TX  77095 
Ryan Weems, Sr. Pastor  
Ph: (281) 463-6600 
E: ccc@christcov.net
christcov.net

VIDA COVENANT CHURCH
6635 Queenston Blvd, 
Houston,TX 77084
Manuel Montez, Pastor
Ph: (281) 513-2841
E: info@vidacc.com

FAITH ALIVE CHURCH
1311 Industrial Drive, Ste. A & B
New Braunfels, TX 78130 
Gerard Montenegro, Pastor
Ph. (830) 312-7709
E: info@facnb.org
facnb.org

VIRGINIA
INTERCESSORS FOR AMERICA
Dave Kubal, President
PO Box 915
Purcellville, VA 20134
Ph: 800-USA-PRAY
ifapray.org 

OAKBROOK CHURCH
1700 Reston Pkwy. 
Reston, VA, 20194 
Scott Johnson, Pastor
Ph: (703) 437-4900  
E: scott@oakbrookchurch.org
oakbrookchurch.org

GROVE CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 
8800 Pocahontas Trail 
Willamsburg, VA  23185-3142
Thomas McCormick, Pastor
Ph: (757) 887-1100 
E: pat@groveoutreach.com
groveoutreach.com

WASHINGTON
IMPACT CHURCH
245 St. Helens Ave. Ste. 1000, 
Tacoma, WA 98492
Gabe Mira, Pastor
Ph: (253) 678-8879
icitacoma.com

YADA 
c/o Bradley Stuart
4103 W Peninsula Drive, 
Moses Lake, WA 98837
Ph: (509) 989-4900
E: yadaoffice@gmail.com
yadainternational.com

WISCONSIN
EVERROAD MINISTRIES
Po Box 8, Spooner, Wi 54801
Terry Everroad
Ph: (715) 416-0889
terry@everroad.com
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M
ore than 30 years ago, the 

Lord put it into Charles 

Simpson’s heart to publish 

a basic Bible curriculum focusing 

on the practical application of 

Christ’s Lordship in the day-to-

day lives of Jesus followers. Along 

with a team of writers, teachers, 

and researchers, CSM began to 

publish a total of seven modules 

of this comprehensive curriculum 

in 1986. Eventually, these seven 

workbooks were combined into 
one volume. This passage from 
the forward of the 1995 edition 
sums up the publication’s 
purpose nicely: 

“The information it contains 

is both timeless and timely. That 

is, we seek to proclaim biblical 

truth, which is the same yesterday, 

today, and forever. God’s eternal 

Word, settled in Heaven before 

time began, is as relevant, 

practical, and encouraging today 

as it was the beginning.”

Today, this material is being 

used not only the United States, 

but around the world in places like 

sub-Saharan Africa, India, Latin 

America, Eastern Europe, Russia, 

and China. 

Through the years we (along 

with many others) have had the 

wonderful opportunity of teaching 

this material. Though originally 

envisioned for use in Western 

countries and cultures, it has 

been received warmly in many 

countries and has had, perhaps, 

it’s greatest impact in so-called 

developing nations. To date it 

has been translated into Polish, 

Telugu, Russian, French, Mandarin 

Chinese, and Spanish.  

The dictionary defines legacy 

as “…something of value passed 

down from one generation to 

another.”  Because it is based firmly 

on the Word of God, the content 

in The Covenant and The Kingdom 

is such a legacy—even as it 

enables students to gain practical 

experience applying Kingdom 

principles in their lives here now.  

To help illustrate just how powerful 

this curriculum is at helping to 

change lives, we asked some of 

the missionaries and teachers who 

have taught it around the world to 

share some personal testimonies 

regarding its use.

LARRY NEESE, KENYA 
MINISTRY TRAINING 
INSTITUTE

 “It’s really impossible for 

me to adequately describe the 

powerfully positive impact that 

The Covenant and the Kingdom 

has had on the students of 

Kenya Ministry Training Institute. 

Through the years, many of our 

graduates have told me that the 

principles they learned in ‘Christ’s 

Kingdom in the Family’ (one of 

the seven curriculum modules) 

literally restored their marriage 

as they learned that a wife was 

not personal ‘property’, but rather 

a wonderful gift from God. In a 

similar vein, others told me that 

they never realized how they were 
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Mission

THE COVENANT
AND THE KINGDOM

BY MICHAEL MCCARTY AND RONALD GRAY

How this groundbreaking 
Bible Study Curriculum 
from CSM has made 
a major world impact 
during the past 30 years

The Legacy of



supposed to treat their wives.  

For instance, they discovered 

in l Peter 3:7 for that a wife is to 

be honored and a co-equal in 

the Kingdom of God—and that, 

if these husbands do not treat 

their wives properly, their prayers 

could be hindered—many began 

to cut the firewood, help with the 

children and even carry water from 

the river.  In that culture, those 

were tasks traditionally done by 

women. These pastors were so 

transformed by the Word of God 

that their wives began to request 

becoming students after the 

husband completed his studies.” 

Now that’s legacy!

STEPHEN RANNELLS, IOM 
ITINERANT TEACHER

“The use of ‘The Covenant 

and the Kingdom’  lays the 

groundwork for systematic 

presentation of the revelation of 

God through the Adamic, Noahic, 

Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic and 

the declaration of the Prophets, 

all being fulfilled in Christ. It 

allows sound Scriptural teaching 

on the joining of the Old and 

New Testament and the clear 

definitions and application of 

the Trinity to show the power of 

knowing God, the Father; Jesus, 

His Son; and God, the Holy Spirit. It 

is producing men and women 

of renown and strong spiritual 

knowledge in our modern culture 

that is characterized by shallow 

and erroneous understanding of 

Spiritual truth. 

“The format utilized 

in Africa was useful 

in the formation of additional 

schools elsewhere in the 

world.  After being translated 

to Spanish, it has been useful 

in Costa Rica, Guatemala, and 

Nicaragua. Four years ago, its 

availability was instrumental in 

the development of a pastoral 

training school for a group 

of churches in Mexico.  The 

curriculum became the 

basic academic material for 

use at The Institute Biblico 

Internationale (IBI) in Chenalho, 

Chiapas. Courses are taught to 

both Mexican and Mayan pastors 

and leaders from throughout 

southern Mexican States. These 

pastors and leaders oversee 

more than 200 churches and 

are now teaching much of 

the IBI curriculum.  They are 

using The Covenant and the 

Kingdom concepts, along with the 

Inductive Bible Studies (developed 

by LeRoy Curtis) to further 

the Kingdom of God in their 

diverse environment.” Once again, 

that’s legacy!

WILLIAM WATTS, IOM 
ITINERANT TEACHER

“I have taught both ‘Christ’s 

Kingdom in Me’ and ‘Christ’s 

Kingdom in the World’ (two other 

modules from The Covenant 

and the Kingdom).  The greatest 

blessing for me has come in 

personally diving into the lessons, 

coming to terms myself with what 

the scriptures teach, and finding 

increasingly, as I go back to the 

contents of these lessons, what a 

rich condensation of biblical truth 

is found in each.  It is that rare 

combination of reformed doctrine 

and life in and with the Holy Spirit 

and all His gifts.  The lessons build 

on one another in a methodical 

and logical way.  This is great 

systematic theology designed for 

the non-theologian. 

 “‘Christ’s Kingdom in Me’ is 

extremely practical teaching for 

the personal life of the believer 

and for greater understanding 

of how God acts in our lives to 

bring us into relationship with Him 

and into greater conformity to 

Christlikeness. ‘Christ’s Kingdom 

in the World’ does an excellent 

job of casting the vision of God’s 

Sovereignty and His nature 

as a Redeemer, calling us to 

His redemptive mission to the 

world as His ambassadors. One 

of the module’s final lessons 

is a wonderful teaching about 

maintaining a balance in emphasis 

of the principles of the kingdom of 

God, the power of the Spirit, and 

the future return of Christ.  This 

characterizes the whole unit of 

these lessons.”  More legacy!

FUTURE LEGACY	
Hopefully, this brief article 

provides a glimpse into the 

wonderful and practical ways the 

Lord has used this remarkable 

publication.  We could fill many 

more pages of testimonies like 

the ones above.  I (Mike) have had 

the privilege over the last 18 years 

to travel to Kenya more than 20 

times to teach The Covenant and 

the Kingdom curriculum.  I never 

cease to be amazed at the impact 

it has had and continues to have 
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Y    
ou are holy, 
enthroned on the 
praises of Israel” 

(Psalm 22:3).

Do you ever have part of a song 

come to you and then you try hard 

to find it?  I remembered part of a 

song yesterday and after finding 

it, I have been enjoying hearing it 

again.  The song is “Behold (Then 

Sings My Soul)” from Hillsong.  As I 

was listening again last night, I was 

bought to tears and got chills every 

time the end came that says: 

Watch as the clouds He 
rides swing low
Lift up a sound 
As He makes our praise 
His Throne
Behold the Lord our God
Will lead us home

 1

I thought about what this really 

means, and I feel like the Holy Spirit 

was telling me it means that as 

we worship and give Him praise, 

He is put in His rightful place 

in our hearts.  He is enthroned 

and takes His place of Lordship 

over us and our lives (see Psalm 

22:3).  I guess I’ve known that 

praise is acknowledging Who He 

is and giving Him adoration and 

thanksgiving.  But somehow I’m 

receiving a fresh understanding of 

what that really means. 

He dwells (“remains, sits, 

abides, stays,” according to 

Strong’s Concordance) within our 

praises.  Worship is part of how He 

remains close, how we invite Him 

in to the places of our lives that 

need His touch, how He sets our 

perspective and view, and how we 

acknowledge His Lordship over us.  

Do I worship just because it’s 

part of a Sunday church service?  

Because it makes me feel better or 

because I enjoy it?  Do I worship 

without music?  Do I worship with 

my whole heart?  Do I worship if 

lose my job?  Do I worship when 

I don’t feel like it?  Do I worship 

when I lose my child?  If we want 

Him to be Lord, we do.  And 

something eternal happens when 

we do.  

He cannot be exalted in our 

hearts without it affecting us.  

Worship is not meant to be just for 

a few minutes each week.  He’s 

inviting us into a life of worship 

and praise.  It’s where He dwells, 

remains, sits, and abides.  

He doesn’t need my praise to 

be enthroned.  He is more than 

enough all on His own!  But I have 

the privilege and honor to give Him 

my praise. As I do, He has promised 

to make that place the place where 

He remains.

1 “Behold (Then Sings My Soul)” written by Joel Houston, 
Hillsong International (2016)

A Life of Worship

ABBY DUKE  is a full-time 
wife, mother, and nurse. 
She has been a member of 
Covenant Life Church in 
Lawrenceville, Georgia,
for 26 years.

The Lord makes our praise His Throne

BY ABBY DUKE

Testimony
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on the brothers and sisters who 

use it.  It’s such a great illustration 

of what can happen when you hear 

and do what the Bible teaches.  

Likewise, I (Ron) have worked 

in India with James Rebbavarapu 

and India Christian Ministries. They 

have used the curriculum in the 

past and now a plan to begin the 

new Ministry Training Institute in 

Ongole, India, beginning this year. 

God continues to open doors! 

We also now have in place 

the opportunity to start a school 

in Cuba under the leadership of 

Pastor Sergio Gonzalez. These 

two new schools are beginning to 

carry the message and help leaders 

extend the kingdom of God.

Thank you, Brother Charles 

and CSM for this powerful legacy 

that is continuing to provide life-

changing practical Bible teaching, 

helping to change the world one 

person at a time.

Editor’s Note:  The Covenant 
and the Kingdom is NOW 
available via PDF format via 
CD-ROM or online download 
at csmpublishing.org. 
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Is the Word of God still relevant in our 21st Century lives?  

Pastor Stephen Simpson looks at how God’s Word de-

livers us as he tells the story of Jesus in the wilderness. 

What can guide and strengthen us when we are in a 

“wilderness” experience? Pastor Stephen discusses the 

renewing, refreshing, transforming power of the Word 

in life’s most difficult and confusing  circumstances. We 

have access to the same Word and the same Holy Spirit 

that sustained Jesus Himself!

 

Message 1: It Is Written
Message 2: A Heart For The Word

STEPHEN SIMPSON has served in pastoral and publishing ministry 

for more than 30 years.  He is a writer, speaker, encourager, and net-

worker. Stephen serves as President of CSM, Editor of ONE-TO-ONE 

Magazine, and works with numerous churches across the United 

States and the world. 

© 2019 Charles Simpson Ministries, 
P.O. Box 850067,  Mobile, AL 36685.  
All Rights Reserved Unauthorized 
duplication is a violation of applicable 
laws.  International Rights Secured.  
Made in the U.S.A.
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2 MESSAGES BY

S T E P H E N  S I M P S O N

f

f THE TRANSFORMING 
POWER OF THE WORD
We can access the same strength that 
sustained Jesus in His wilderness!  What 
can guide and strengthen us when we are in a 
“wilderness” experience? Stephen discusses 
the renewing, refreshing, transforming 
power of the Word in life’s most difficult and 
confusing  circumstances. We have access to 
the same Word and the same Holy Spirit that 
sustained Jesus Himself! SD005 2 CDs $14

CHARLES SIMPSON

CHARLES SIMPSON

CHARLES SIMPSON

SEEING
THROUGH HEAVEN’S EYES

CHARLES SIMPSONCHARLES SIMPSON

SEEING
THROUGH HEAVEN’S EYES

SEEING THROUGH 
HEAVEN'S EYES
What is God doing in us and around us that 
we are unable to see?  In this message, Pastor 
Charles Simpson deals with these questions and 
more. Charles shares how we must gain spiritual 
eyes to see what He is doing and respond 
accordingly to His purpose. As the world’s 
“vision” is darkened, our task is to  bring the light 
of heaven in all we do.  CD206 $7

RIDE THE wild surf

HoW to TURN ADVERSItY INto TRIUMPH

S T E P H E N  S I M P S O N

RIDE THE wild surf

HoW to TURN ADVERSItY INto TRIUMPH

S T E P H E N  S I M P S O N

RIDE THE WILD SURF
Turn impossible adversity into amazing 
triumph!  How does God give us His strength 
for weakness and enable us to surf in life’s 
waves of adversity? In this encouraging 
message about unlikely heroes, Pastor 
Stephen Simpson shares that when the big 
waves come, we grab our boards and paddle 
out to meet them! It’s time to turn your 
breakers into breakthroughs.  SS018  $7

CHARLES SIMPSON

THE KINGDOM OF GOD
Pastor Charles Simpson differentiates between 
the Church and the kingdom of God and how we 
represent the King, not just the Church. It is the 
first step to better understanding the Kingdom, 
the Church, our message, and our mission. Jesus’ 
primary message is His Kingdom. His parables 
were bite-sized lessons to open the greatest 
mystery. Charles describes five key principles that 
enable us to reap Kingdom benefits.  
D144P 3 CDs $18

New Messages

DR. MICHAEL T. McCARTY 
is the Executive Director 
of International Outreach 
Ministries (IOM), a not-for-
profit international service 
organization committed 
to serving those who serve 
Jesus around the world.

RONALD GRAY is the 
Director of Mission Support 
for International Outreach 
Ministries leading short-
term missions globally. He 
serves on the IOM Board of 
Directors and on the Board 
of Directors for Charles 
Simpson Ministries.

Visit: csmpublishing.org or call: 888.8112CSM
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I 
can remember growing up, I 

played a lot of sports. No matter 

which sports I played, there 

were a few constants. I wanted 

to win. My coach liked to yell. If I 

was disrespectful to anyone, I was 

quickly dealt with. Win or lose, 

I got my juice box and relaxed 

on the ride home. But I never 

remember the referees. In fact, we 

were always told not to say a word 

to the refs…that this was coach’s 

job, not ours. So we never got 

involved in the ref bashing. 

As I got older, that changed. My 

smart mouth got me in so much 

trouble that I literally once called 

out a defense “Twelve!”, which 

was our 2-1-2, and was given a 

Technical Foul. The ref said, “I 

heard what you said!” I said, “Yes, 

my teammates heard it too…I 

called the defense.” He looked at 

the coach and said, “If you don’t 

take him out, I’m going to throw 

him out!” The fact was, I had a 

reputation, and not a good one. I 

remember a lot of fun things, bad 

things, tough things from those 

days in sports. But one thing I can 

never remember doing back then 

was… well…I don’t ever remember 

thanking the refs. Ever. For 

anything.

MY DAD
I can remember when I was 

little, my dad was my coach. 

So he had to be at every game. 

He would’ve been regardless. 

He went to work and then took 

that money and put me and my 

brothers in sports. I can remember 

him coming to my brother’s 

defense because I couldn’t. I can 

remember him working late hours 

just so we didn’t have to ask if 

we were going to eat that night. 

I can remember him driving all 

the time so my mom didn’t have 

to bother with that. (She was too 

busy reaching in to the back seat 

smacking us around. Ha!)

I remember every time 

someone died, their family called 

Dad and he left to comfort them. 

Every time someone was very 

ill, he was called, and he left. I 

remember the absolute tongue-

lashing he gave an elementary 

school principal for man-handling 

me in the parking lot. I remember 

the times he would go to practice 

when he wasn’t the coach. I 

remember the time he built me 

and my brother bunk beds (from 

which my younger brother pushed 

me off and gave me my first 

broken bone). One thing during all 

of that I don’t remember…well…I 

don’t remember thanking him. For 

any of it. Ever.

POLICE OFFICERS
Then there’s the time a 

police officer pulled a speeding 

teenager over who had to give a 

presentation for school and didn’t 

know how to tie a necktie, so 

he was on his way to his friend’s 

house to get help. The police 

officer had him get out of the 

car and he tied the young man’s 

tie. Or the time the officer saw 

a homeless man with no shoes 

on and went and bought the guy 

new shoes and socks and put 

them on him. 

How about an officer 

in Pennsylvania eating at a 

restaurant the day after the 

horrible 2016 Dallas shootings 

(where a man killed 5 police 

officers and injured 11 more just 

because they were the police)? 

A couple was about to be seated 

next to the officer’s table. They 

abruptly said “No, I don’t want to 

sit there.” They made eye contact 

and it was clear why they didn’t 

want to sit near the officer. This 

officer paid for their meal in an 

Tidbits of Audacity

A Walk Down Thankless Lane
Starting your day with gratitude keeps life in proper perspective

 BY JASON GRAINGER



JASON GRAINGER is a writer, 
singer, and songwriter who lives in 
the Nashville area. During the past 15 
years, he has also served as a producer 
and road manager, and is presently 
helping to run four businesses. Jason 
is married to Jennifer, raising seven 
children, and serving the community 
by bringing people of diverse 
backgrounds together.  Check out his 
music at: jasongrainger.com.  Read his 
blog: tidbitsofaudacity.com. 
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A Walk Down Thankless Lane

effort to bridge the gap. 

These police officers 

have a couple of things 

in common besides being 

police officers. First, they did 

what they did because they 

care about people and had no 

idea that their acts of kindness 

would be made public. They just 

did it because it was the right 

thing to do. The second thing 

they have in common is that 

most likely, when they went to 

their next call, they were not 

thanked… by anyone.

THANK YOU!
So, here’s a big thank you. To 

the ref that gets underpaid and 

overworked. Who gets yelled 

at every single night on the job. 

Who gets ridiculed and has his 

character questioned every five  

minutes while attempting to do 

his job to the best of his ability. 

Who gets called everything BUT a 

referee by the multitudes shouting 

down towards him as he runs 

by. Who is given no credit for 

the countless hours he or she 

spends reading the rule-book and 

watching plays to get better. Who 

leaves his family night after night. 

To the guy who cares about his 

sport but cares about the kids and 

the relationships MORE. THANK 

YOU for the sacrifices you make!

Here’s a huge thank you to 

the dads that sacrifice tirelessly 

without ever receiving or even 

expecting a thank you. To the guy 

that speaks life into his daughter. 

To the guy that won’t let his son 

settle for mediocrity. To the guy 

that always eats last and listens 

first. To the guy that works but lets 

the 

kids 

enjoy 

the fruits 

first. To the 

guy who stays up 

late to make sure all 

the Christmas gifts 

look just right (if a 

kid reads this, this is 

before Santa comes). 

To the guy that teaches 

his boy to be a man by 

treating his wife with 

the utmost respect and 

serving first rather than 

receiving first. To the guy that 

works hours on his daughter’s 

car just in time for her to jump 

in it and go be with her friends. 

THANK YOU!

To the officer that risked his 

life so that we can be safe. To the 

guy that realizes he may be saying 

“have a good day” to his wife for 

the very last time…every time he 

goes to work. To the guy that does 

it right only to be overshadowed 

sometimes by a few bad apples. 

To the officer that is ridiculed and 

scoffed at and chooses not to take 

that home. He leaves it at work. To 

the guy that gets called every vile 

name in the book and still does 

CPR on that person to make sure 

they live. To the guy that defends 

your right to call him a “Pig”. 

To the countless, life-changing 

sacrifices you make on a daily 

basis…THANK YOU! 

Do yourself and your 

community a favor and start 

finding the thankless and thanking 

them. It will go a very long way. 

Stop talking about how the world 

needs to change and BE the 

change you want to see. Start 

with gratitude. If you’ll start each 

day with gratitude, the rest of 

the day stays in proper focus and 

perspective. Prove me wrong. I 

dare you.
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