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IN LATE NOVEMBER, 2016, 
what began as a small set 
fire high in the Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park suddenly 
exploded into a horrific inferno that 
engulfed thousands of surrounding 
acres and settlements.  Not only 
were hundreds of structures 
destroyed, but tragically, fourteen 
people died and more than 170 
others were injured. 

Much of the damage centered 
around the lovely mountain town 
of Gatlinburg.  On the first night 
of the fire, my wife and I watched 
the news with our hearts in our 
throats, with tears, and with prayers, 
deeply concerned for many of our 
friends in the area. The Park Vista 
Hotel, which has been our host 
since 1999 for the CSM Gatlinburg 
Leadership Conference, was 
surrounded by flames with no 
escape for approximately 40 staff 
members and guests.  

Initially, many news organizations 
falsely reported that the hotel had 
burned down. In the chaos of 
the fires, it’s understandable how 
some reporters could be confused.  
Miraculously, however, the Lord 
spared every person at the hotel 
and the building itself.  Now, just six 
months later, we are preparing to 
gather there once more, May 9-11, 
for our conference.  The hotel has 
been open for all of 2017 and most 
of the main streets of Gatlinburg 
are undamaged or under repair.

However, many scars from the 
tragedy remain across the region.  
We’ve heard from many friends in 
the area how thankful they are for 
all of the CSM community who 
plan to be in Gatlinburg and for the 
many more who have been praying 
and supporting in other ways. It is 
appropriate that the theme of this 
year’s conference is “Living Cells”, 
even as we watch the miraculous 
re-birth of Gatlinburg.  Spring has 
come to the mountains, and with it 
comes new life.

We have an opportunity to 
demonstrate, in many tangible 

From the Editor

ways, our support for the 
wonderful people of Gatlinburg, 
and especially, the staff of the Park 
Vista Hotel.  It’s been wonderful to 
get to know so many of the people 
there.  Many of them suffered great 
personal loss in the fire.  Please 
keep them in your prayers.  Being 
there, especially now, is one way 
we can show that we care. 

In 1960, Charles Simpson and his 
bride, Carolyn, celebrated their 
honeymoon in Gatlinburg. Little 
did my parents realize then how 
important the town would become 
to our family and ministry.  As I 
write this, my Mom is with the 
Lord and my Dad prepares to 
celebrate his 80th birthday among 
his spiritual family and friends. We 
hope you can be there with us! 

Our speakers this year will 
include Larry Kreider and Dr. 
Michael Peters, as well as my 
Dad and yours truly. Visit us us at 
csmpublishing.org or call (888) 
811-2CSM for more information.

Beautiful mountain 
village recovers from 
a deadly, devastating 
wildfire

Returning to Gatlinburg
BY STEPHEN SIMPSON
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B Y  C H A R L E S  S I M P S O N

We can discover a secret that 
made the Early Church alive, 

dynamic, and growing.

IT TAKES HEALTHY CELLS to make healthy bodies. Cells 
are the smallest structural and functional units of any 

organism.  They draw life and give life to the whole body 
as they are nourished and cleansed by the blood.



LIVING CELLS / 5

The Lord begins both natural and spiritual life 
in cells.  When healthy, these cells multiply and 
resource the larger purpose of a living body.  
My purpose here is to examine the basic unit of 
the Lord’s spiritual body.  The same Lord who 
created natural bodies has created His spiritual 

Body, and there are parallel patterns.

My father was a missionary in 
Southeastern Louisiana among 
French-speaking people.  He met 
my mother there and my very early 
years were there.  Dad met mother as 

he started a small home group in her 
family’s home, and as time progressed, 

other groups began.  There were not resourc-
es to build a church building like the one which 
he had grown up attending, nor was the local 
Catholic culture of that era favorable to that.  
So for me, “church” was a few people, mostly 
kin, gathered in a home to worship and study 
the Bible.

Most of those gathered had never owned a 
Bible and were hungry to hear it taught.  

Dad was eager to teach from the Bible and 
sometimes used the Catholic version.  
The service would often go into the lat-
er hours because those gathered want-
ed to hear what the Bible said.  Though 
Dad continued in the ministry for over 60 
years, he never forgot the excitement and 

hunger in those home groups. 

THE EARLY CHURCH
Many years later, after I began the minis-
try, I too would reflect back on those days, 
though we had long ago moved from that area.  
Though I was pastoring in a traditional set-
ting, I continued to see that Jesus ministered in 
Peter’s home where He healed Peter’s mother-
in-law. Jesus ministered in Mary and Martha’s 
house where He taught.  He ministered in 
Matthew’s house where He met with sinners, 
in Simon’s house where a woman washed His 

feet, in Zacchaeus’ house, and in the Upper 
Room where He offered the New Covenant.  
Jesus went from village and house to house 
preaching the kingdom of God.  The Kingdom is 
His government in our lives.

 Jesus sent the twelve disciples, and later the 
seventy, to villages, two-by-two, to find a home 
that would receive them, and then do there 
what Jesus had done.  They returned rejoicing, 
and He rejoiced with them.  After Pentecost, the 
apostles continued His pattern, and Jerusalem 
was filled with small groups of believers who 

were eating together, fellowshipping, and 
following the apostles’ model.  They were 
opposed, persecuted, beaten, and sometimes 
killed, but they grew and multiplied by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  They were dynamic!

Jesus had not only given His disciples a growth 
strategy; He had given them abundant life and 
it spilled out into the whole world.

MY AWAKENING
I grew up believing the Bible, even when I failed 
to live it.  But after pastoring for seven years 
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and preaching the Bible, I 
wasn’t seeing what I preached.  
Then, out of personal spiritual 
hunger, I visited a small group 
of people who had been bap-
tized in the Holy Spirit, and 
there I was also baptized in the 
Holy Spirit.  Our church then 
began a radical transforma-
tion as we sought to rediscov-
er our spiritual foundations.  It 
was a most exciting and fruit-
ful season, like I had not ever 
witnessed.

Our transformation was not 
without opposition and mis-
takes, but small groups began 
to study the Bible through new 
eyes and seek the Lord to-
gether.  We thrived and mul-
tiplied in spite of it all. Then, 
in 1966, we discovered a pam-
phlet, “The Lost Secret of the 
Early Church”.  It came with 
a warning letter which said 
that house churches had been 
tried and failed.  Nevertheless, 
we began to organize small 
groups.  Some succeeded and 
some failed.

History tells us that idealists 
often have a good idea but 
fail in the implementation.  
Something vital may have 
been missing or the timing 
was wrong.  But it had suc-
ceeded in the New Testament, 
and most revivals had begun 
in small groups. Those reviv-
als began, not because of a 
plan, but because people were 
desperately hungry to see God 
move and gathered to pray 
with close friends. 

HOUSE TO HOUSE
It is amazing how our genet-
ics drive us even when we are 
not aware.  In 1971, I resigned 
from pastoring that church 
and moved to another city 
far away.  There, I gathered a 
small group of friends into our 
home, and we sought the Lord.  
We all wanted to be together 
to seek the Lord.  Eventually 
each one who gathered be-
came ministers and began oth-
er groups.

In 1973, I moved to the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 
where we had some long-
time spiritual relationships. 
They were already meeting 
in homes.  Those cells were 
exciting, as they were being 
filled with the Holy Spirit and 
studying the Word.  There was 
again opposition and crit-
icism, but the groups were 
alive and vibrant in fellowship.  
Eventually, the cells became 
55 in number over a 100 mile 
radius.  We gathered them all 
together once a month and 
they numbered one thousand 
or more people.  Then, some 
leaders began moving to other 
areas and starting cells.

The opposition was often 
fierce and some called us a 
“cult”, though our theolo-
gy and practice was biblical.  
Perhaps for practical reasons, 
or in reaction, we purchased 
land and built meeting facil-
ities.  Over time, we became 
“normal”.  We had endured a 

three-and-one-half year IRS 
investigation and severe oppo-
sition.  We had eventually won, 
but something was lost.  
 
Cells became “care groups”.  
Groups became more in-
troverted and “teams” were 
formed to support church 
life: worship teams, ministry 
teams, outreach teams, usher-
ing teams, and many more.  All 
served useful purpose, but to 
be candid, they were not living 
cells.  Church growth was not 
cell multiplication.  As leader, I 
take responsibility for that.

Today, at the age of 80, I’ve 
been in the ministry for 62 
years, and still regularly speak 
to churches, some large, some 
small. But I still long for the in-
timate, exciting fellowship of 
close friends seeking the Lord 
and sharing what He is say-
ing through His Word.  In say-
ing this, I do not disparage the 
noble efforts of those church-
es who seek to teach and live 
the Word of God.  But my ge-
netics and the Bible still call 
me to meet with close friends 
around the presence of God 
to seek His will for the days 
ahead.

When the Lord is speaking to 
us personally, we often are 
able to see it everywhere in the 
Bible.  God created the family, 
and the family is a cell.  Daniel 
had three friends who prayed 
together.  The early Church 
was composed of cells.  Jesus 
went house to house.  After His 
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Ascension and after Pentecost, 
the apostles followed His pat-
tern house to house.  The apos-
tle Paul often closed his letters 
with greeting from his “house” 
to their houses, and they 
read his letters from house 
to house (see Romans 16:5, 
10, 11; I Corinthians 16:15-19; 
Colossians 4:15).

All of the above examples and 
others were dynamic, multiply-
ing, and interrelated through 
apostolic oversight.  They 
were fruitful multipliers.  They 
crossed all kinds of boundaries 
to eventually overtake Rome, in 
spite of demonically-inspired 
persecution.

INGREDIENTS
Let me be clear.  I have no 
qualms with traditional 
churches; Jesus loves it all, and 
I do as well.  Mostly, they are a 
vital part of Christ’s Body and 
serve great purposes.  I am 
not advocating an organiza-
tion in conflict with tradition.  
I believe that for any group to 
succeed, there are necessary 
ingredients.  My definition of 
success may vary from some 
others, but success is obedi-
ence to God and His Word.  
Here are some ingredients that 
I believe to be vital to a small 
group or a living cell:

Organic Life.   Such groups are 
led together by the Holy Spirit.  
That makes them Christ’s Body.  
This is more than a program.  
These people share a common 

life with each other and the rest 
of the body of Christ.  The blood 
of Jesus circulates, nourishes, 
and cleanses (see 1 John 1:7).

Spirit and Word.  The Holy 
Spirit quickens us and the Word 
of God establishes us, guides us, 
and is our bread.  The Word is the 
lamp and light for our path.  It 
provides the boundaries of fel-
lowship and behavior; it is the 
seed that we sow (see Mark 4:14).  
When we live His Word in the 
Holy Spirit, we have and share 
Kingdom life (see Romans 14:17).

Prayer.  Prayer and Bible study 
must remain the heart of our 
gathering as it was for the ap-
ostolic groups.  Learning how 
to pray biblically and fervent-
ly can be learned as we observe 
the Word of God and those who 
model that for us.  Real prayer is 
beyond repeating worn phras-
es, comes from the heart, and 
is done in faith.  I suggest care-
ful study of Jesus’ prayer in John 
17.  All things are possible if we 
believe.

True Friendship.  Jesus called 
His disciples “friends” because 
He was able to give all to them, 
including His life, and all that the 
Father told him.  They were the 
ones that He “fervently desired” to 
be with before He suffered.  They 
were His covenant brothers with 
whom He established the New 
Covenant (see Luke 22:14-20). 

The Desire To Edify.  The pur-
pose of our gathering is to build 
up and unify (see Ephesians 4:12-16).  

To succeed in God’s purpose, 
we assist each other.  We are not 
there to tear down, but to speak 
the truth in love.  When Peter 
questioned Jesus about John’s 
future, Jesus’ answer was, “What 
is that to you?”  Our fellowship 
must remain positive.  If there 
are offenses, they must be han-
dled according to Matthew 18.  It 
is important that all be allowed 
to share while others listen.  
No one should dominate the 
conversation.

Outward Focus.  While we 
are together for fellowship, 
prayer, and Bible study, an out-
ward focus is essential to the 
Lord’s commission and helps us 
avoid the descent into intro-
version and introspection.  We 
must keep those who do not yet 
know the Lord on our minds and 
in our prayers.  Make room for 
testimonies of those who bring 
others to Christ.

Multiplication.  Healthy cells 
multiply.  We are not only reach-
ing the needy and lost, we are 
reproducing healthy cells.  That 
means training new cell leaders.  
That can be done inside and out-
side of the actual gathering.  Not 
everyone will be called to create 
or lead a new cell.  I recommend 
books by Larry Kreider and Dr. 
Michael Peters to help in under-
standing cell life and leadership.

    Do an occasional review of 
the cell to see if it is meeting 
these criteria.  If not, discuss it 

“Living Cells” continues on page 14.



CALIFORNIA
SADDLEBACK COVENANT 
CHURCH
23401 Madero, Ste. A
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Kevin Davenport, Pastor 
Ph: (949) 770-0291 
E: info@saddlebackcovenant.com  
saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B
El Cajon, CA 92020 
Mark Hoffman & David Hoffman,
Co-Pastors;  Ph: (619) 442-7728 
foothillschurch.org

IRANIAN CHURCH 
OF LOS ANGELES
20242 Ingomar Street, 
Winnetka, CA 91306
Luke Yeghnazar, Pastor
Ph: (818) 882-0586
lyeghnazar@sbcglobal.net

CONNECTICUT
ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
P.O. Box 108, 980 Main St. 
Willimantic, CT 06226 
Kevin White, Pastor 
Ph: (860) 456-2522 
E: alccwilli@hotmail.com
facebook.com/alccwilli

FLORIDA
COVENANT COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
1007 Gospel Rd. 
Ft.  Walton Beach, FL 32547
Jim Grabo, Pastor
Ph: (850) 863-1323
E: admin@covenant.gccoxmail.com 
cccfwb.com 

GEORGIA
COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
1945 Lawrenceville-Suwanne Road
Lawrenceville, GA 30043 
Chris Hyatt, Pastor
Ph:(678) 224-8911
E: info@covenantlifeonline.org
covenantlifeonline.org

BOY WITH A BALL
P.O. Box 748 Buford, GA 30515 
Ph: (404) 454-7702
Jamie Johnson
jamie.johnson@boywithaball.com
boywithaball.com

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH
111 Walthour Rd.
Savannah, GA 31410 
Ron Lanier / Elders
Ph: (912) 665-4093
E: laniernl@att.net  

IOWA
RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
4855 Forest Grove Dr. 
P.O. Box 347 
Bettendorf, IA 52722 
Ph: (563) 332-9154
Jim Tully, Pastor

KENTUCKY
NEW LIFE CHURCH
3402 Goose Creek Rd. 
Louisville, KY, 40241
Tim Parish, Pastor
Ph: (502) 426-3132 
E: info@newlifechurch-lou.org
newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT 
CHURCH
19 Wainscott Avenue
Winchester, KY 40391  
Stephen Humble, Pastor
Ph: (859) 771-7138 
E:  Sghumble@Me.com
winchestercovenant.org 

LOUISIANA
OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH
P.O. Drawer H
Oberlin, LA 70655
William Currie, Pastor 
Ph: (337) 515-5802 
E: wandtfam@gmail.com 
housechurchesofLA.org

COVENANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP
850 Strozier Road
West Monroe, LA 70655
Robert Lindsay, Pastor
Ph: (318) 614-0092
E: rlanelindsay@comcast.net

MARYLAND
NEW HERITAGE COMMUNITY
9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
Randy Reinhardt & 
Fred Lessans, Pastors 
Ph: (410) 313-9660 
E: contact@
newheritagecommunity.com
newheritagecommunity.com

MASSACHUSETTS
COVENANT CHURCH
9 Westminster Ave., 
Arlington, MA 02474 
Brian Emmet, Pastor 
Ph: (781) 646-9027
covmin.org

MICHIGAN
CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH  
3433 South Lincoln Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor 
Ph: (989) 773-1800  
E: Church@Centmichristianchurch.com
gocmcc.org

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 80737
Lansing, MI, 48908 
Ron Burns, Pastor 
E: office@ncccweb.org
Ph: (517) 323-8180 
ncccweb.org

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH   
2215 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing, MI, 48912  
Malcolm Magee, Pastor  
Ph: (517) 485-5483
E: office@libertycc.net  
libertycc.net

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH OF 
NORTHERN MICHIGAN
7700 W Blue Rd.
Lake City, MI 49651 
Gary Bigger & Andrew Whipple, Elders 
Ph: (231) 839-2244  
E: covenantlifechurch@centurytel.net
clifechurch.net

THE MASTER’S CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
971 Dutton Rd.
Rochester Hills, MI, 48306 
Dr. Loren Siffring, Pastor  
Ph: (248) 930-8109  
E: lorensiffring@me.com 
masterschristianministries.com  

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH OF WEBBERVILLE  
6250 Herrington Rd. 
Webberville, MI 48892
(517) 468-3530
Jeff Williams, Pastor
Ph: (517) 468-3443 
E: jpmk@tds.net

AGAPE’ CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
609 Cherokee St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49006 
Dave Sykes, Pastor 
Ph: (269) 385-5772
agapecc.com 

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 
P.O. Box 484 
Williamston, MI 48895
Bill Michell, Pastor 
Ph: (517) 618-6977 
E: wmmichell@frontier.com

MISSISSIPPI
GRACE TEMPLE
1131 Richburg Rd.
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
Ph: (601) 264-0593 
Dwayne Higgason, Pastor  
E: pastor@gracetemple.com
gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
200 W. Garrard Rd.
Starkville, MS 39759 
Bill Murphy, Pastor
Ph: (662) 323-4555 
E:  nccc4555@gmail.com
newcovchurch.net

INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH 
MINISTRIES
PO Box 2140 
McComb, MS 39649
Michael McCarty
Ph: (601) 684-0558
internationaloutreachministries.org

MISSOURI
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH 
9018 Big Bend Blvd. 
Webster Groves, MO 63119
Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor 
Ph: (314) 395-6326 
E:  michael@thecellchurch.com
thecellchurch.com

NEW JERSEY
LONG BRANCH COVENANT 
CHURCH
355 Joline Ave.
Long Branch, NJ 07740  
Tony Moss, Pastor 
Ph: (732) 870-2028 
E:  info@lbcovenant.org
lbcovenant.org

NEW YORK
FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH  
117 Main St.
Farmingdale, NY, 11735  
John Quince, Pastor 
Ph: (516) 293-1838  
E: fccelders@aol.com
farmingdalechristianchurch.org

SOUTHSIDE ALLIANCE CHURCH
530 Pennsylvania Ave.
Elmira, NY 14904
John McConnell, Pastor
Ph: (607) 732-6580
E: southsidealliance530@gmail.com
southsidealliance.com

NORTH CAROLINA
COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 
MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Rd.
Granite Falls, NC 28630
Randy Bowlin, Pastor  
Ph: (828) 396-7690 
E: cfs@conninc.com

NEWPATH CHURCH
7100 Hilburn Dr.
Raleigh, NC 27613 
E: info@newpathchurch.com 
Jim Sink, Pastor
Ph: (919) 417-6805
E: info@newpathchurch.com
newpathchurch.com

OHIO
NEW WINE COVENANT CHURCH
1491 Polaris Pkwy Ste 214
Columbus, OH  43240-2037
Ph: (614) 563-1741
Mark Puttick, Pastor
E: markputtick@yahoo.com
sowershome.com

FIND A CHURCH
CSM’s Directory of Contributing Ministries

Would you like your 
ministry listed here? 
Contact us at (888) 811-CSM 
or visit csmpublishing.org 
for more information.
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COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2545 Cincinatti-Zanesville Rd. SW
Lancaster, OH, 43130
Dennis Coll, Pastor
Ph: (740) 689-9815  
E: covenantchristian@earthlink.net
covenantchristianchurch.us

OKLAHOMA
ABUNDANT LIFE TABERNACLE 
P.O. Box 2661
Ada, OK 74820
Ph: (580) 332-0325

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
6736 NW 39th Expwy.
Bethany, OK 73008
Dwight Cunkle, Pastor 
Ph: (405) 943-5939 
E: covenantlifeokc@gmail.com

PENNSYLVANIA
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH   
110 Hays Rd.
Upper St. Clair PA 15241
Rick Wiater, Pastor
Ph: (412) 523-2964
E: rweph210@gmail.com
goodshepherdchurchofsouthhills.org 

OUTWARD FOCUSED 
114 Carson St.
Monroeville, PA 15146
Jim Newsom, Exec. Director
Ph: (412) 856-1809 
E: nuke035878@att.net
outwardfocused.org

TENNESSEE
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH
1000 Woodridge Place
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
Larry Grainger, Pastor 
Ph: (615) 754-7035 
alcmtjuliet.com

TEXAS
CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
17000 Longenbaugh Dr.
Houston, TX  77095 
Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor  
Ph: (281) 463-6600 
E: ccc@christcov.net
christcov.net

VIDA COVENANT CHURCH
6635 Queenston Blvd, 
Houston,TX 77084
Manuel Montez, Pastor
Ph: (281) 513-2841
E: info@vidacc.com

FAITH ALIVE CHURCH
888 Landa Street
New Braunfels, TX 78130 
Gerard Montenegro, Pastor
Ph. (830) 515-3600

VIRGINIA
INTERCESSORS FOR AMERICA
Dave Kubal, President
PO Box 915
Purcellville, VA 20134
Tel: (540) 317-2070
ifapray.org 

OAKBROOK CHURCH
1700 Reston Pkwy. 
Reston, VA, 20194 
Scott Johnson, Pastor
Ph: (703) 437-4900  
E: Info@oakbrookchurch.org
oakbrookchurch.org

GROVE CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 
8800 Pocahontas Trail 
Willamsburg, VA  23185-3142
Thomas McCormick, Pastor
Ph: (757) 887-1100 
E: pat@groveoutreach.com
groveoutreach.com

WASHINGTON
IMPACT CHURCH
245 St. Helens Ave. Ste. 1000, 
Tacoma, WA 98492
Gab Mira, Pastor
Ph: (253) 678-8879
icitacoma.com

YADA 
c/o Bradley Stuart
4103 W Peninsula Drive, 
Moses Lake, WA 98837
Ph: (509) 989-4900
E: yadaoffice@gmail.com
yadainternational.com

WISCONSIN
EVERROAD MINISTRIES
Po Box 8, Spooner, Wi 54801
Terry Everroad
Ph: (715) 416-0889
terry@everroad.com
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FIND A CHURCH
CSM’s Directory of Contributing Ministries

MAY 9-11   |  GATLINBURG, TN
CSM ANNUAL LEADERSHIP

CONFERENCE
Betty Duke  •  (251) 633-7900

JUNE 9-11   |  WEST MONROE, LA
ROBERT LINDSAY • (318) 614-0092 

JULY 1-12   |  SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA
Hugo Zelaya

AUGUST 11-12  |  HATTIESBURG, MS
Dwayne Higgason • (601) 264-0593

AUGUST 25-28  |  Raleigh, NC
Jim Sink  •  (919) 417-6805

SEPT. 22-24  |  LAWRENCEVILLE, GA
Chris Hyatt  • (678) 224- 8911

OCTOBER 6-8  |  Farmingdale, NY 
John Quince  •  (516) 293-1838

OCTOBER 20-22  |  BETTENDORF, IA
Jim Tully  •  (563) 332- 9154

DECEMBER 1-3   |  MISSION VIEJO, CA
Kevin Davenport •  (949) 770-0291

If you would like Charles Simpson to 
minister in your area, visit

 csmpublishing.org or call 251.633.7900  

CHARLES SIMPSON 
    Ministry Itinerary

COMING 
SUMMER! 

What Is Truth?
Featuring:  

Dr. Michael Peters, 
Rev. Larry Grainger, 

Rev. Tim Parish



Discipleship

JESUS STARTED a revolution 

2000 years ago by taking 

twelve men and training 

them to take His place. I call it the 

mentoring revolution. Paul followed 

Jesus’ example when he discipled 

Timothy, Titus, and Silas. The 

mentoring concept was sporadically 

picked up by faithful believers in 

Christ throughout the past 2000 

years, but mostly mentoring has been 

left undone. Now is the time for each 

of us to pick up the responsibility of 

making disciples in order to continue 

the revolution started by Jesus Christ.

Jesus set the revolution model by 

spending most of His time with His 

disciples. They were young. In fact, 

Jesus chose John, believed to be 

only seventeen years of age and 

the youngest of The Twelve, to be 

his closest disciple. Although Peter, 

James, and John were part of Jesus’ 

inner circle, He also spent lots of 

time with The Twelve. Jesus’ style 

of disciple-making has been all but 

lost in many parts of the body of 

Christ today. Yet through this simple 

concept, Jesus reproduced Himself 

in His followers to start a revolution. 

Call it what you want—mentoring, 

discipling, coaching, or spiritual 

fathering or mothering—it 

is all basically the same 

thing: caring about the 

spiritual growth of another 

believer.

Paul really grasped this truth of 

disciple-making when he told 

Timothy, “You then, my son, be 

strong in the grace that is in Christ 

Jesus. And the things you have 

heard me say in the presence of 

many witnesses entrust to reliable 

men who will also be qualified to 

teach others” (2 Timothy 2:1-2). 

Paul exhorted Timothy, who was his 

disciple, to find another disciple who 

would disciple another.

YOUR TURN
It is our turn to continue the 

revolution. Here is my question for 

you: Who is the “disciple” who you 

are mentoring after the pattern of 

Jesus and Paul the apostle?

I want to issue you a challenge that 

has the potential to revolutionize 

the world. This challenge is for 

every believer, not just pastors and 

missionaries. We are ALL called to 

make disciples according to Matthew 

28:19-20. I challenge you to 

ask God for just 

one reproducing disciple (a person 

willing to mentor someone else 

down the road). Just one! Sure, if 

you want to disciple more, go for 

it as God gives you the grace. But 

start with one, and encourage your 

“disciple” to disciple someone else 

next year. It might be someone at 

work or school, a family member, an 

acquaintance from church, a friend 

or a person who is lonely. 

Pray and ask someone to meet with 

you every few weeks (maybe for 

coffee or tea) and talk about your 

walk with Jesus, and then pray for 

them daily! Mentoring is not hard. It 

does not require understanding rocket 

science! You can change the world, 

one person at a time!

Every year, the pattern repeats as you 

each find another person to disciple 

who is also a reproducing disciple. 

In ten years, by discipling only 

one person each year who is also 

discipling one person, you will have 

been responsible to disciple 

directly or indirectly more 

join the revolution
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YOU CAN BE WORLD CHANGER BY REACHING ONE               PERSON, AND TEACHING THEM TO REACH ONE.



than 1,000 people! You will have 

joined Jesus’ mentoring revolution, 

which becomes exponential!

After 20 years, mentoring only one 

disciple each year, guess how many 

disciples you will be responsible 

for? More than one million! That’s 

right – more than one million. Do 

the math if you do not believe me. 

After 30 years, the number jumps to 

more than one billion! No wonder 

the enemy has been hiding this truth 

from God’s people and keeping 

us busy in activity—even religious 

activity. Now for the naysayers and 

doubters who are saying, “But we 

do not live in a perfect world. What 

if it breaks down?” My response 

is simple: I will take a half million 

disciples if it breaks down. I’d even 

rather have a few new believers than 

none at all.

I have been blessed to be making 

disciples for almost forty years. I 

have stumbled many times, but it 

has been worth it all. I have used 

many different books and resources 

written by various authors as a tool 

to help me mentor others. I have 

also had the privilege of authoring 

and co-authoring 32 books during 

the past twenty years. 

But hands down, the books that I 

have written that have helped the 

most people by far are the small 

12-book Biblical Foundation Series 

books that are being used for 

personal mentoring and disciple-

making. Literally hundreds of 

thousands of these books are 

being used as practical tools to 

help disciple the next generation. 

Believers study one chapter a week 

(or one booklet a week) and discuss 

these vital foundational truths with 

their “Timothy.” It doesn’t matter 

to me which tools or books you 

use – many good resources are 

available in the body of Christ. The 

most important thing is that we are 

making disciples according to the 

model and mandate of Jesus.

RENEWED FAITH
When you and I help others with the 

basics of Christianity, guess what? 

We also receive renewed faith from 

His Word to live victoriously above 

the struggles of daily life. No matter 

how talented or experienced we are, 

if we want to excel at anything, we 

must practice the fundamentals—the 

essentials. It’s true for playing the 

piano, it’s true for playing baseball 

or golf, and it’s true for living the 

Christian life. Discipling a younger 

believer brings us back to the basics 

of Christianity again and again.

This is my one-person challenge 

for you as you approach this next 

season of your life: Ask God to 

help you find your “Timothy.” Take 

a step of faith and help them grow 

in Christ.  So then, who is your 2 

Timothy 2:2 reproducing disciple 

going to be? Let’s continue the 

revolution!

join the revolution

LARRY KREIDER serves 
as International Director 
of DOVE International, a 
network of 350 cell-based 
congregations around 
the world. He has been 

in ministry since 1971, planting cell 
groups, writing many books and 
articles, and speaking globally. He 
and his wife, LaVerne, reside in Lititz, 
Pennsylvania. 

YOU CAN BE WORLD CHANGER BY REACHING ONE               PERSON, AND TEACHING THEM TO REACH ONE.
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H O W  W I L L  YO U  S P E N D  YO U R  L I F E ?

BY STEPHEN SIMPSON

investing 
wisely
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I’VE BEEN BLESSED with wonderful 

parents, grandparents, aunts, 

uncles, pastors, teachers, coaches, 

mentors, and friends. My wife and 

daughter are amazing. Whatever 

good I’ve done in life comes from 

God and from these people.  

Recently, I had some time in prayer 

and reflection regarding my life thus 

far.  I like to tell people that I am 

older than Bieber and younger than 

Bono.  In the past few years, two su-

perstar singers, born within weeks of 

my own birthday, passed away.  The 

world mourned the loss of Whitney 

Houston and George Michael.  

There’s nothing like death to remind 

you of your own mortality. 

My late Swedish maternal 

Grandmother had a saying, “Too 

soon old, too late smart.” I wish I 

had been a better listener, especially 

when I was young. Wise and loving 

people tried to give me great advice 

and help, but too often, I ignored it 

and brushed it off. The price I’ve paid 

for not listening has been astronom-

ical. The more I realize this, the more 

painful it is.

KEYS FOR LIFE
If I can say anything to younger peo-

ple, it’s this: please—for your sake 

and for the sake of all who will de-

pend on you—invest your life wisely. 

Please pay attention to wisdom from 

trustworthy people who care for you.

Seek out godly mentors and follow 

them. Be purposeful in surrounding 

yourself with good influences.  Rid 

yourself of toxic relationships. Avoid 

foolishness. Good investments pay 

huge dividends; bad investments 

bring ruin. And we are always in-

vesting, one way or another. Every 

choice has a consequence.

Be slow to anger and quick to for-

give. Bitterness is poison; get rid 

of it. Don’t get offended, don’t be 

reactive. Be a realist, but also be 

an optimist. Don’t be negative or 

whiney. Perpetually peeved peo-

ple are boring! Be thick-skinned 

and tender-hearted. Laugh easy and 

often. Make others laugh. Proverbs 

17:22 says it’s good, like medi-

cine.  Speaking of Proverbs, read 

one chapter a day.  You can read 

the whole book in one month that 

way, and next month, start again! Let 

it work its way into your heart and 

mind until it guides your steps. 

Always give thanks to the Lord and 

remember His blessings to you.  

Remember that every good gift 

comes from Him (see James 1:17), 

and all you have belongs to Him.  

Honor Him with your tithe (giving 

your first 10% of income back to 

Him).  Avoid debt and impulse buy-

ing. Save money. Be generous to 

others. While you’re still young, get a 

strong financial advisor who has in-

tegrity and insight; follow a financial 

plan. Do this now! 

Take care of your physical and men-

tal health. These are precious gifts. 

Steward them well.

CLOCK IS TICKING
Above all, have reverence for God 

and His Word. Enjoy a personal re-

lationship with Him through Jesus 

Christ. Be filled with the Holy Spirit.

Walk wisely, because life is a lot 

shorter than you think it is.  Every 

moment is a gift from God. How will 

you invest the time, resources, and 

energy that you have?  It’s not too 

soon to start praying and thinking 

about it. 

STEPHEN SIMPSON is the Editor 
of One-to-One Magazine and the 
President of CSM.  For information on 
speaking availability, please call (251) 
633-7900 or e-mail onetreesteve@
bellsouth.net.   

“If I can say anything to younger people, it’s 
this: Please pay attention to wisdom from 

trustworthy people who care for you.”



CHARLES SIMPSON!
Happy 80th Birthday

Continued from “Living Cells” page 7

with other leaders. Every cell 
needs to be accountable to 
oversight; otherwise “wild 
cells” can develop.  We call that 
“cancer”.  A review can help us to 
evaluate and determine if we are 
succeeding.  When we sense that 
improvements can and should be 
made, we call that “growth”.

There are no perfect cells because 
there are no perfect people.  But 
we can be in the perfecting and 
maturing process if we follow the 
guidelines and incorporate these 
ingredients. Many have already 
begun this process.  If you have 
not, consult with a mature leader 
before you begin.  After you begin, 
stay in contact with other leaders 
who are doing it well.  And, I pray 
God’s blessings upon you.  These 
are amazing promises to those 
who do so biblically!  Remember 
the words of Jesus:

“Again I say to you that if two of you 
agree on earth concerning anything 
that they ask, it will be done for them 
by My Father in heaven.  For where 
two or three are gathered together in 
My name, I am there in the midst of 
them” (Matthew 18:19-20).

CHARLES SIMPSON is Editor-in-Chief of 
One-to-One Magazine. He ministers ex-
tensively throughout the United States and 
among the nations. In 2017, he celebrates 
his 80th birthday and 62 years of ministry.
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THIS APRIL, PASTOR CHARLES 
Simpson celebrated his 80th 
birthday during a very active 

season of ministry.  Born in 1937, in New 
Orleans, LA, he spent his early years 
living with his parents, who were faith 
missionaries and church planters among 
the south Louisiana bayou communities.

In the early 1940s, his father answered a call to pastor the First 
Baptist Church of Theodore (Alabama), where Charles was raised 
and graduated from High School.  At age 18, in 1955, Charles also 
answered God’s call into ministry and two years later became the 
pastor of Bayview Heights Baptist Church in Mobile, Alabama. He 
completed his B.A. degree at William Carey College and studied at 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.  

Charles married his beloved wife, 
Carolyn, in 1960. By 1964, he had 
experienced the Baptism in the Holy Spirit 
and the church was swept up in a historic 
revival that affected the world.  Charles 
became recognized as a pioneer in the 
Charismatic Movement and in raising up 
cell groups. 

In 62 years of ministry, he has traveled millions of miles in ministry 
across the globe, discipled leaders, planted churches, written 
numerous books, published magazines and pastoral letters, released 
hundreds of audio Bible teaching messages, and had a profound, 
wonderful impact on countless lives.  

Charles and Carolyn had three children and nine 
grandchildren before Carolyn passed away in 2008; 
they were married for 47 years.  Charles resides in 
Mobile and continues to travel and write extensively.  
His most recent book, Straight Answers to 21 Honest 
Questions About Prayer, was published by Chosen.  

Please join with us in thanking God for his life and ministry and in 
praying for many more years of good health, strength, provision, 
and joy. 



YOUR NEW 
SONG OF 

DELIVERANCE.

ALL THINGS NEW
Stephen Simpson

In this encouraging new message, Stephen 
Simpson shares that God is filling our mouths 
with a new song and a new perspective that 
comes  from experiencing the pit and journeying 
to the mountaintop. God is opening our eyes to 
see breakthrough beyond our present wilderness. 
He can even show us where there are rivers 
in the midst of the desert to refresh us in our 
journey into His purpose. 
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THE POWER OF SMALL
Charles Simpson 

In this new message, Charles shares about the pitfalls of 
Western culture—the idea that “bigger is better”, even in 
spiritual things. Many Christians are buying into the idea of 
more church programs, buildings, and activities. But what 
can God do with small groups of believers committed to 
Him and His mission? Charles Simpson shares fresh insights 
on an eternal truth! 
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