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Sometimes, in order to get to 
the Good News, we have to 

recognize the bad news. The bad 
news is that sin separates; the Good 
News is that repentance reconciles 
and restores. It is the profound will 
of God that there be reconciliation 
between Himself and His people, as 
well as among His people with one 
another.  When that happens, new 
life is released in our lives! 

One of the saddest and most 
devastating stories in all of human 
history happened near the begin-
ning of human history, in Genesis 3. 
Adam and Eve had perfect fellow-
ship with God and each other. They 
walked with Him every day in a lush, 
beautiful Garden.

But one day, they “stood up” 
God; they missed their walking 
appointment with Him. In fact, 
they hadn’t forgotten about it, but 
they were hiding from Him. So, He 
called to them, “Where are you?” 
His question was not because He 
didn’t know where they were; it’s 
because they didn’t know where 
they were.

They were hiding from God 
because they had just deliberately 
ignored and rebelled against His 
instructions. As their Creator and 
Father, He had designed everything 
perfectly for their enjoyment and 
blessing. When they rejected Him, 

it immediately brought shame and 
fear into their minds.  It made them 
run from God, their “Life Source”. 
Their sin separated them from 
God’s presence, and introduced 
sin and death into the human 
gene pool.

Much of the remainder of the 
Bible tells the extraordinary story 
of the supernatural lengths that 
God went to destroy sin and death, 
and to restore His fellowship with 
humanity. The Bible is, at its core, a 
love story. It’s a gigantic neon sign 
that points the way home through 
faith in Jesus Christ.

Our Father is asking us again: 
“Where are you?”  He knows where 
we are. Do we? He cares for you 
and for me, more than we realize. 
Sometimes we think He is so far 
away, but if we would only turn 
around and look, we would see 
that He is right there, right with us, 
calling for us, seeking us, desiring 
still to have fellowship with us.

Let’s get rid of those things that 
have separated us from Him; our 
old ways that lead to death and 
destruction. We were made for so 
much more than that. Our spiritual 
enemy, Satan, wants to steal, kill, 
and destroy. He wants to separate 
us from God and from God-
ordained relationships; he wants to 
trap us in ungodly and deceptive 

From the Editor

relationships. Jesus came that 
we might have light, life, and 
reconciliation with Him and with 
life-giving people of integrity 
and grace.

Each one of us was made in such 
a way that we are not fulfilled in 
ourselves alone.  We are completed 
in relationship with God and with 
His people. If you feel isolated, 
lonely, or exiled, I pray you will be 
encouraged to ask, “Where am I?” 
And please know, He is right there 
with you, ready to take you into 
a deeper and greater relationship 
than you have ever known.  

There is no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus (see 
Romans 8).  My prayers are with 
you.  Please let us know how we 
can pray with you in days ahead. 
If you are looking for godly people 
with whom you can connect, 
let us know; we’d love to serve 
you in this way (see pages 8-9 
for more information). Visit us 
at csmpublishing.org or “like” 
our Charles Simpson Ministries 
Facebook Page. You can also follow 
us on Twitter @CSMinPublishing. 

BY STEPHEN SIMPSON

  		                        THE GIDEON QUESTION / 3

WHERE ARE YOU?
God is asking a relational question today



Keynote
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Recently, I wrote a Pastoral Letter on the subject, “The Power of 
Small”.  This article will be another example of God’s use of a 

small number of people to overcome a multitude so that the Lord would 
receive the glory. It is the story of Gideon in Judges 6-8.  I will not attempt 
to tell the entire story but will focus on the question that Gideon asked 
the angel of the Lord.

B Y  C H A R L E S  S I M P S O N

In Times of Testing and 
Decision, Will We Rely 
on Our Own Power or 
on the Power of God?



 Judges chapter 6 begins, 
“Israel did evil in the sight 
of the Lord.” Idolatry was 
prevalent. God saw their 
activity and condition.  The 
result of their moral weakness 
was that they came under the 
domination of the Midianites 
for seven years.  Many of the 
Israelites were hiding in fear; 
when it came time to harvest 
the crops, their enemies would 
come and steal the fruit of 
their labors.  The nation was 
impoverished, defeated, and 
living under terror.

The lesson that we can 
take from those seven years 
is this: moral weakness leads 
to political, military, and eco-
nomic weakness. Our secular 
culture has both marginalized 
morality and ignored the con-
sequence of immorality. “Mo-
rality” was whatever anyone 
wanted it to be; there was no 
absolute standard.  Everyone 
did what was right in their 
own eyes  (see Judges 17:6).

THE CALL
 It was the low condition of 

Israel that caused people to 
begin to cry out to God.  Some-
times it takes trouble to cause 
people to seek God.  As a re-
sult of their serious prayers, 
the Lord sent a prophet who 
reminded them of their his-
tory of deliverance from Egypt 
and told them to not fear but 
to obey the Lord.  We must not 
forget or ignore our history.

Then another thing hap-
pened: God chose an unlikely 
leader named Gideon. But Gide-
on was afraid also.  The angel of 
the Lord positioned himself un-
der a tree and waited for Gide-
on to show up.  Soon Gideon 
came to grind a small amount 
of wheat which he was hiding 
from the Midianites.

The angel revealed himself 
to Gideon and said, “Hail, you 
mighty man of valor, the Lord is 
with you.”  Was the angel being 
sarcastic, or had he seen some-
thing in Gideon that Gideon had 
not seen in himself?  A mighty 
man of valor?

Then Gideon asked this im-
portant and honest question, 
“If the Lord is with us, where are 
the miracles that were done in the 
days of our fathers?”

The angel responded, “Go in 
your might and you will save 
Israel. Have I not sent you?”  
Gideon protested that he was 
the least son of his father and 
part of the weakest tribe. But 
the angel said, “I will be with 
you, and you shall strike Midian 
as one man.”

There are four important is-
sues here: 

 • Sent by God 
 • Obey 
 • Unity 
 • God’s power – miracles.

THE ACTION
Gideon acted on the Word 

of the Lord.  He did not merely 
“believe”, memorize, or study; 
he acted. Gideon went home 
and pulled down all of the idols 
and altars to Baal, the “god” that 
was in fact no god.  The idola-
try deception had led to disas-
ter.  (This happens in our day as 
well; the idolizing of man and 
the marginalizing of God. It pro-
duces the same tragic results.)

Gideon’s action upset his 
neighbors. They wanted to kill 
Gideon, but his father inter-
vened by saying, “If Baal is a 
god, let him kill Gideon.”  The 
neighbors were put into a 
quandary. If they tried to kill 
Gideon it would be an admis-
sion that Baal was not a god.  If 
they did not kill Gideon then 
Baal could not.  Gideon escaped 
their wrath.

Word of Gideon’s feat spread 
quickly, and he was seen by 
many as a leader and answer 
to prayer. The Spirit of the Lord 
came upon Gideon and he 
blew the trumpet. Many thou-
sands came to stand with him. 
But Gideon remained uncertain 
so he asked for a sign. He put a 
fleece of wool before the Lord 
and said, “If you will save Israel 

THE GIDEON QUESTION / 5

“"If The Lord 
is with us, where 

are  the miracles 
that were done 

in the da ys of our 
fathers?"
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by my hand as you have said, 
I will place the fleece on the 
threshing floor; if there is a 
dew on the fleece only and the 
ground is dry, then I’ll know.  
So it was.

Gideon was still uncertain 
and pressed God’s patience 
asking that the sign be re-
versed, “Let the fleece be dry 
and the ground be wet.”  So it 
was.  Gideon no longer had ex-
cuse or doubt.

What happened next how-
ever would challenge him.  God 
said, “You have too many men 
in your army.  If I give the Midi-
anites into their hands, Israel 
will claim glory for itself.”  So 
God gave Gideon a plan to bring 
the number way down.  “Tell 
the fearful to go home,”  and 
22,000 did! But there was still 
too many.

Then the Lord told Gideon 
to take the men down to the 
water and watch them drink.  
Those who got down on their 
knees to drink were sent home.  
Those who lapped the water 
with their hands stayed.  After 
that, only 300 remained.

So why did the Lord reduce 

the size of Gideon’s army so 
drastically? He wanted Israel to 
know that HE had saved them 
and not the size of their army.  
As Zechariah would later say, 
“It is not by might nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, says the Lord 
almighty” (Zechariah 4:6).  The 
size of our group is not the key to 
victory; the Lord is.

The conclusion of the story 
is in Judges Chapters 7 and 8.  
Israel defeated Midian with 300 
men!  God’s ways are not ours, 
but He is looking for those, 
even a small group, who will 
simply do what He says, even 
if it seems strange and danger-
ous. Look again at the original 
question that Gideon asked the 
angel: “If the Lord is with us, 
where are the miracles that were 
done in the days of our fathers?”

Gideon may have been afraid, 
a member of a weak tribe, and 
least in his father’s house, but he 
did know history. He knew about 
Israel’s deliverance from Egypt, 
the wilderness miracles, and 
victories that had been given by 
God.  He knew that God’s pres-
ence meant that special acts 
would occur and bring victory.  
He was seeing none of that in 
his neighborhood, tribe, or na-
tion.  What he was seeing was 
foreign domination, idolatry, 
poverty, and immorality.  Israel 
was living like a pagan nation 
with pagan gods.  His was an 
honest question, “Where are the 
miracles?” Apparently God does 
not reject honest questions.

PERSONAL 
TESTIMONY

I found myself asking that 
very question in 1963-1964.  I 
was studying, pastoring, and 
preaching, but as I read our his-
tory in the Bible, I wasn’t see-
ing the miracles that were done 
in the days of our fathers.  Was 
the Lord with me?  I wanted 
to believe that He was but as 

I read and preached from the 
book of Acts, I wasn’t seeing it.  
It wasn’t enough for me to cel-
ebrate what I saw in the Word of 
God; I needed to experience it.

In order to experience what 
the Lord had called me to be 
and do, I had to recognize the 
truth about God, about me, and 
about our church.  I had to be 
willing to count the cost, to be 
challenged and to challenge 
what I said I believed.  I had to 
be willing to blow the trumpet, 
yet watch a lot of people leave 
“the army”.  And they did.  I had 
to be willing to endure the op-
position of my own people be-
fore I could even begin to fight 
the enemy.  Most of all, I had to 
believe and trust God.

THROUGH   IT

“"It is n ot by 
mi ght, n or by 

power, but by My 
S pirit, sa ys the 

Lord Almi ghty".”
ZECHARIAH 4:6

I ha d to b e wil lin g 
to count the cost, 
to b e challen g e d 
and to challen g e 

what I sai d I 
believe d.



Of course, my story was the 
story of the many who were 
asking that same question in 
those days.  But now, the ques-
tion seems to be, how can we 
get a bigger army?  “We need 
more people in order to defeat 
the enemy!”  It is great when 
the Gospel trumpet is blown 
in the power of the Spirit and 
multitudes respond. It does not 
seem so great when the Lord 
says, “that is too many!” The 
Lord will test those who show 
up. It is better to know before 
the battle who will stand and 
who will risk it all to obey the 
Lord.

This is not a statement in 
opposition to large groups; it is 
meant to encourage us in small 
groups to trust and obey.

TAKEAWAYS 
FROM GIDEON

First, I would encourage 
you to study Gideon and make 
your own summary of what 

happened.  It is not enough to 
know about Gideon.  We must 
become “Gideons” in the cur-
rent culture.  Many of us “know 
the Bible” but fail to embody it 
or bring the story into our own 
experience.  Don’t be satisfied 
to be a “religious expert.”  That 
is never enough and it doesn’t 
impress God or the enemy.  
Here are some lessons I take 
away from Gideon’s model:

The question for us is sim-
ple: Will we really apply the les-
sons that Gideon gives to us?  
To learn but not apply is as in-
effective as ignorance.  In fact, 
if we know but do not act, we 
are all the more responsible.  
To mistake knowledge for obe-
dience is perhaps our greatest 
error.  Our predecessors acted.

The book of Acts is not the 
book of “Beliefs”; it is what the 
apostles did to obey.  Beyond 
that, it is the “Acts of the Holy 
Spirit” as the apostles obeyed.

The leaders of Israel in Jesus’ 

day “knew” the Scriptures 
yet they did not know the 
One of whom the Scriptures 
spoke.  Jesus said to those who 
thought they knew, “Search the 
Scriptures.” They had learned 
the words, but missed the point, 
missed the Holy Spirit, and they 
knew not the supernatural 
power of God (see Mark 12:24).

So, will we exchange the power 
of God for what we know or what 
we can do? That is a serious 
question.  Will we be dishonest 
enough to say, “God is with us” 
when there is scant evidence of 
His supernatural power?  Gideon 
refused to say that.

To think that human wisdom 
and effort can overcome evil is 
to deny the Word of God and 
the evidence of history.  Human 
wisdom can accomplish a lot 
but it cannot overcome a super-
naturally-driven evil, and that 
is what we face.  But through 
Christ and His power, we are 
more than conquerors through 
Him because He loves us.  

 I pray that we will get seri-
ous before God and that He will 
raise up “Gideons” from among 
us.  We need those who will 
dare to obey God; those who 
will see God’s amazing power.  
Those kinds of people will de-
feat the evil that we face.  I pray 
that we will be among them.
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THROUGH   IT

Lessons from Gi deon’s Model
•	 God sees and hears what we do and what is going on in the culture.
•	 God listens when we become serious and “cry out” to Him.
•	 God’s response is to raise up leaders committed to His will.
•	 God chooses leaders from unexpected places.
•	 God requires courage in those that He calls and sends into the battle.
•	 God’s ways are higher, different than ours, and require faith.
•	 God can use a few as effectively or more effectively than many so 

that He gets all the glory.
•	 God’s favor is evidenced by the events that are beyond human	  

abilities and lead to victory.

CHARLES SIMPSON is Editor-in-
Chief of One-to-One Magazine. He 
ministers extensively throughout 
the United States and among the 
nations. In 2015, he celebrated 60 
years of ministry.



CALIFORNIA
SADDLEBACK COVENANT 
CHURCH
23401 Madero, Ste. A
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Kevin Davenport, Pastor 
Ph: (949) 770-0291 
E: info@saddlebackcovenant.com  
saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B
El Cajon, CA 92020 
Mark Hoffman & David Hoffman,
Co-Pastors
Ph: (619) 442-7728 
foothillschurch.org

IRANIAN CHURCH 
OF LOS ANGELES
20242 Ingomar St. 
Winnetka, CA 91306
Luke Yeghnazar, Pastor
Ph: (818) 882-0586
lyeghnazar@sbcglobal.net

CONNECTICUT
ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
980 Main St. 
Willimantic, CT 06226 
Kevin White, Pastor 
Ph: (860) 456-2522 
E: alccwilli@hotmail.com
facebook.com/alccwilli

FLORIDA
COVENANT COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
1007 Gospel Rd. 
Ft.  Walton Beach, FL 32547
Jim Grabo, Pastor
Ph: (850) 863-1323
E: admin@covenant.gccoxmail.com 
cccfwb.com 

GEORGIA
COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
1945 Lawrenceville-Suwanne Rd.
Lawrenceville, GA 30043 
Chris Hyatt, Pastor
Ph:(678) 224-8911
E: info@covenantlifeonline.org
covenantlifeonline.org

BOY WITH A BALL
P.O. Box 748
Buford, GA 30515 
Ph: (404) 454-7702
Jamie Johnson
E: jamie.johnson@boywithaball.com
boywithaball.com

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH
111 Walthour Rd.
Savannah, GA 31410 
Ron Lanier and Elders
Ph: (912) 665-4093
E: laniernl@att.net  

IOWA
RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
4855 Forest Grove Dr. 
Bettendorf, IA 52722 
Jim Tully, Pastor 
Ph: (563) 332-9154

KENTUCKY
NEW LIFE CHURCH
3402 Goose Creek Rd. 
Louisville, KY, 40241
Tim Parish, Pastor
Ph: (502) 426-3132 
E: info@newlifechurch-lou.org
newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT 
CHURCH
19 Wainscott Ave.
Winchester, KY 40391  
Stephen Humble, Pastor
Ph: (859) 771-7138 
E:  Sghumble@Me.com
winchestercovenant.org 

LOUISIANA
OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH
P.O. Drawer H
Oberlin, LA 70655
William Currie, Pastor 
Ph: (337) 515-5802 
E: wandtfam@gmail.com 
housechurchesofLA.org

COVENANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP
850 Strozier Rd.
West Monroe, LA 71291
Robert Lindsay, Pastor
Ph: (318) 614-0092
E: rlanelindsay@comcast.net

MARYLAND
NEW HERITAGE COMMUNITY
9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
Randy Reinhardt & 
Fred Lessans, Pastors 
Ph: (410) 313-9660 
E: contact@newheritagecommunity.com
newheritagecommunity.com

MASSACHUSETTS
COVENANT CHURCH
9 Westminster Ave. 
Arlington, MA 02474 
Brian Emmet, Pastor 
Ph: (781) 646-9027
covmin.org

MICHIGAN
CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH  
3433 South Lincoln Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor 
Ph: (989) 773-1800  
E: Church@Centmichristianchurch.com
gocmcc.org

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 80737
Lansing, MI 48908 
Ron Burns, Pastor 
Ph: (517) 323-8180 
E: office@ncccweb.org 
ncccweb.org

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH   
2215 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing, MI, 48912  
Malcolm Magee, Pastor  
Ph: (517) 485-5483
E: office@libertycc.net  
libertycc.net

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH OF 
NORTHERN MICHIGAN
7700 W Blue Rd.
Lake City, MI 49651 
Gary Bigger & Andrew Whipple, Elders 
Ph: (231) 839-2244  
E: covenantlifechurch@centurytel.net
clifechurch.net

THE MASTER’S CHRISTIAN 
MINISTRIES
971 Dutton Rd.
Rochester Hills, MI, 48306 
Dr. Loren Siffring, Pastor  
Ph: (248) 930-8109  
E: lorensiffring@me.com 
masterschristianministries.com  

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH OF WEBBERVILLE  
6250 Herrington Rd. 
Webberville, MI 48892
Jeff Williams, Pastor
Ph: (517) 468-3443 
E: jpmk@tds.net

AGAPE’ CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
609 Cherokee St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49006 
Dave Sykes, Pastor 
Ph: (269) 385-5772
agapecc.com 

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 
P.O. Box 484 
Williamston, MI 48895
Bill Michell, Pastor 
Ph: (517) 618-6977 
E: wmmichell@frontier.com

MISSISSIPPI
GRACE TEMPLE
1131 Richburg Rd.
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
Dwayne Higgason, Pastor  
Ph: (601) 264-0593 
E: pastor@gracetemple.com
gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
200 W. Garrard Rd.
Starkville, MS 39759 
Bill Murphy, Pastor
Ph: (662) 323-4555 
E:  nccc4555@gmail.com
newcovchurch.net

INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH 
MINISTRIES
PO Box 2140 
McComb, MS 39649
Michael McCarty
Ph: (601) 684-0558
internationaloutreachministries.org

MISSOURI
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH 
9018 Big Bend Blvd. 
Webster Groves, MO 63119
Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor 
Ph: (314) 395-6326 
E:  michael@thecellchurch.com
thecellchurch.com

NEW JERSEY
LONG BRANCH COVENANT 
CHURCH
355 Joline Ave.
Long Branch, NJ 07740  
Tony Moss, Pastor 
Ph: (732) 870-2028 
E:  info@lbcovenant.org
lbcovenant.org

NEW YORK
FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH  
117 Main St.
Farmingdale, NY 11735  
John Quince, Pastor 
Ph: (516) 293-1838  
E: fccelders@aol.com
farmingdalechristianchurch.org

SOUTHSIDE ALLIANCE CHURCH
530 Pennsylvania Ave.
Elmira, NY 14904
John McConnell, Pastor
Ph: (607) 732-6580
E: southsidealliance530@gmail.com
southsidealliance.com

NORTH CAROLINA
COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 
MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Rd.
Granite Falls, NC 28630
Randy Bowlin, Pastor  
Ph: (828) 396-7690 
E: cfs@conninc.com

NEWPATH CHURCH
7100 Hilburn Dr.
Raleigh, NC 27613 
Jim Sink, Pastor
Ph: (919) 417-6805
E: info@newpathchurch.com
newpathchurch.com

OHIO
NEW WINE COVENANT CHURCH
1491 Polaris Pkwy. Ste. 214
Columbus, OH  43240
Mark Puttick, Pastor 
Ph: (614) 563-1741
E: markputtick@yahoo.com
sowershome.com

FIND A CHURCH
CSM’s Directory of Contributing Ministries

Would you like your 
ministry listed here? 
Contact us at (888) 811-CSM 
or visit csmpublishing.org 
for more information.
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COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2545 Cincinnati-Zanesville Rd. SW
Lancaster, OH 43130
Dennis Coll, Pastor
Ph: (740) 689-9815  
E: covenantchristian@earthlink.net
covenantchristianchurch.us

OKLAHOMA
ABUNDANT LIFE TABERNACLE 
P.O. Box 2661
Ada, OK 74820
Ph: (580) 332-0325

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
6736 NW 39th Expy.
Bethany, OK 73008
Dwight Cunkle, Pastor
Ph: (405) 943-5939
E: covenantlifeokc@gmail.com

PENNSYLVANIA
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH   
110 Hays Rd.
Upper St. Clair, PA 15241
Rick Wiater, Pastor
Ph: (412) 523-2964
E: rweph210@gmail.com
goodshepherdchurchofsouthhills.org 

OUTWARD FOCUSED 
114 Carson St.
Monroeville, PA 15146
Jim Newsom, Exec. Director
Ph: (412) 856-1809 
E: nuke035878@att.net
outwardfocused.org

TENNESSEE
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH
1000 Woodridge Pl.
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
Larry Grainger, Pastor 
Ph: (615) 754-7035 
alcmtjuliet.com

TEXAS
CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
17000 Longenbaugh Dr.
Houston, TX  77095 
Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor  
Ph: (281) 463-6600 
E: ccc@christcov.net
christcov.net

VIDA COVENANT CHURCH
6635 Queenston Blvd, 
Houston,TX 77084
Manuel Montez, Pastor
Ph: (281) 513-2841
E: info@vidacc.com

VIRGINIA
INTERCESSORS FOR AMERICA
PO Box 915
Purcellville, VA 20134
Dave Kubal,  President
Ph: (540) 317-2070
ifapray.org

OAKBROOK CHURCH
1700 Reston Pkwy. 
Reston, VA, 20194 
Scott Johnson, Pastor
Ph: (703) 437-4900  
E: Info@oakbrookchurch.org
oakbrookchurch.org

GROVE CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 
8800 Pocahontas Trl.
Willamsburg, VA  23185
Thomas McCormick, Pastor
Ph: (757) 887-1100 
E: pat@groveoutreach.com
groveoutreach.com

WASHINGTON
IMPACT CHURCH
245 St. Helens Ave. Ste. 1000 
Tacoma, WA 98492
Gab Mira, Pastor
Ph: (253) 678-8879
icitacoma.com

YADA 
4103 W Peninsula Dr. 
Moses Lake, WA 98837
c/o Bradley Stuart
Ph: (509) 989-4900
E: yadaoffice@gmail.com
yadainternational.com

WISCONSIN
EVERROAD MINISTRIES
PO Box 8
Spooner, WI 54801
Terry Everroad
Ph: (715) 416-0889
E: terry@everroad.com
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FIND A CHURCH
CSM’s Directory of Contributing Ministries

OCTOBER 21-23  |  EL CAJON, CA
Foothills Church  •  (619) 442-7728 

NOVEMBER 5-6 | FLORENCE, MS
Restoration Church  •  (601) 664-0440 

DECEMBER 2  |   MISSION VIEJO, CA
Saddleback Covenant Church

 (949) 770-0291 

DECEMBER 9-11  |   SAN DIEGO, CA
The Grove  •  (619) 521-1090 

If you would like Charles Simpson to 
minister in your area, visit

 csmpublishing.org or call 251.633.7900  

SAVE THE DATE
GATLINBURG17
MAY 9 -11, 2017

CHARLES SIMPSON 
    Ministry Itinerary

“My God shall supply all 
your need according to His 

riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). 
How does this promise 

apply to you during these 
challenging and tense 
times in which we live? 
Stephen shares how to 
win over worry, and the 
role of thanksgiving and 
praise in spiritual victory. 

$8 Single CD  (SS016)
(Plus $4 S&H)

$6 Digital Download
NOW AVAILABLE 
IN THE STORE AT

 csmpublishing.org



 by Stephen Simpson

I often tell my dog, “When you were brought 

into our home, you won the jackpot, buddy!”  

He never argues.  We brought him into our family 

when he was just a tiny puppy, born in the sugar 

cane fields of south Louisiana. Our daughter, 

seeing something great in this little tiny ball of 

yellow fur, named him Spartacus Maximus.  

RETURN
 
FATHER’S 
HOUSE

               God is calling        	
          a whole new    	
    generation back 
to Himself 
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“Sparty Max” has grown into quite 
a magnificent, strong, large dog, with 
a playful, mischievous spirit, and an 
uncanny ability to explore precisely 
the places where he should not go. 
Though he is very well-fed, includ-
ing special breakfast treats from my 
Dad, and he has lots of toys, chew 
bones, and stuffed animals, Sparty 
enjoys the taste of forbidden fruits, 
such as thorn bushes, lizards, and 
paper towels.

One day recently, I came home 
and found him neck deep in the 
trash can, fishing for garbage.  “What 
are you DOING?” I asked loudly.  His 
head sprung up, and he gave me the 
old “Who me?” look followed by the 
guilty biting of the lower lip and the 
plaintive gaze.  

Of course, I couldn’t be angry, but 
I wanted to make this a teachable 
moment.  Taking his big old head in 
my hands, I looked tenderly into his 
big brown eyes and said, “Sparty, I 
give you everything you could ever 
need.  You are a blessed dog.  Why 
do you want trash?  Why do you 
choose this garbage over your nice 
things?”  It was a teachable moment, 
alright.  Just then, I heard the voice 
of Father God speaking to me, one 
simple word, and that word was:  
“Ahem….” The Lord began to give me 
a cosmic power point presentation 
of some of His blessings in my life, 
and some of the times I’ve rejected 
His plan and chosen my own path 
… much to my own detriment and 
chagrin.  I know I’m not alone in 
making poor choices.  In fact, the 
Bible itself is the story of God’s 
beautiful creation, man’s rejection 
of God’s way, the fall of man and 
creation, and God’s gracious plan of 
redemption and restoration for man 
and creation. 

THE SQUANDERING SON
Jesus often dealt with this theme 

in His teachings and parables.  One 
of my favorites is found in Luke 15, 
where Jesus said: 

“A certain man had two sons. And 
the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the portion 
of goods that falls to me.’ So he 
divided to them his livelihood. And 
not many days after, the younger son 
gathered all together,  journeyed to 
a far country, and there wasted his 
possessions with prodigal living. But 
when he had spent all, there arose a 
severe famine in that land, and he 
began to be in want. Then he went 
and joined himself to a citizen of 

that country, and he sent him into 
his fields to feed swine.  And he 
would gladly have filled his stomach 
with the pods that the swine ate, 
and no one gave him anything.

“But when he came to himself, he 
said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
servants have bread enough and to 
spare, and I perish with hunger! I 
will arise and go to my father, and 
will say to him, ’Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you, and 
I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son. Make me like one of your 
hired servants.”’

“And he arose and came to his 
father. But when he was still a great 
way off, his father saw him and had 
compassion, and ran and fell on his 
neck and kissed him. And the son 
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and in your sight, 
and am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’

“But the father said to his servants, 
‘Bring out the best robe and put it 
on him, and put a ring on his hand 
and sandals on his feet. And bring 
the fatted calf here and kill it, and 
let us eat and be merry; for this my 
son was dead and is alive again; he 
was lost and is found.’ And they 
began to be merry.

“Now his older son was in the 
field. And as he came and drew 
near to the house, he heard music 
and dancing. So he called one 
of the servants and asked what 
these things meant. And he said to 
him, ‘Your brother has come, and 
because he has received him safe 
and sound, your father has killed 
the fatted calf.’  But he was angry 
and would not go in. Therefore his 
father came out and pleaded with 
him.  So he answered and said to 
his father, ‘Lo, these many years 
I have been serving you; I never 
transgressed your commandment 
at any time; and yet you never gave 
me a young goat, that I might make 
merry with my friends. But as soon 
as this son of yours came, who 
has devoured your livelihood with 
harlots, you killed the fatted calf 
for him.’ And he said to him, ‘Son, 
you are always with me, and all that 
I have is yours. It was right that we 
should make merry and be glad, for 
your brother was dead and is alive 
again, and was lost and is found.’” 
(Luke 15:11-31). 

A Sunday School teacher told this 
story to a class of young children.  

 
‘It was right that we 
should make merry 

and be glad, for your 
brother was dead and 
is alive again, and was 

lost and is found.” 
(Luke 15) 
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At the end of the story, the teacher 
asked, “Who was really upset when 
the younger son came home?”  A 
little boy raised his hand and said, 
“The fatted calf!”  It’s hard to argue 
with that! 

FATHER’S HEART 
There is a great contrast between 

the way the father receives his 
wayward son versus the way the 
elder brother receives the younger.  
Jesus presents this story to illustrate 
the heart of our Heavenly Father 
toward those who find themselves 
lost and wandering; even those 
who have strayed and squandered 
their inheritance by choice. 

 An even greater illustration of the 
Father’s heart, and the great lengths 
He has gone to bring restoration, is 
in the very story of Jesus.  The Old 
Testament is replete with prophetic 
promises concerning the coming 
Messiah and His purpose.  The 
final verses of the Old Testament 
prophesy this about Jesus: 

“And he will turn the hearts of 
the fathers to the children, and 
the hearts of the children to their 
fathers, lest I come and strike the 
earth with a curse” (Malachi 4:6). 

If the New Testament had never 
happened; if Jesus had never been 
born; then the last word of the Bible 
would have been “curse”.  Whether 
it’s in the parable of the prodigal 
son or the story of Jesus, God has 
made it obvious to us that He will 
do whatever it takes to restore the 
relationship between His children 
and Himself, and also to restore 
human relationships.  

This is one way we can discern the 
Spirit of Christ from the spirit of hell. 
Our enemy Satan seeks to deceive, 
manipulate, and divide families; 
to seduce children spiritually and 

draw them away from the Kingdom 
of God: righteousness, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Spirit.

Jesus came to bring life and 
restoration. He does not inspire 
rebellion or witchcraft; He defeats 
it with grace, revelation, power, and 
healing.  It’s always a comfort to 
remember that this is His heartbeat, 
His passion, His purpose.  As much 
as we as human parents desire 
for our children to have a right 
relationship with the Father, we 
know that His desire for this is even 
greater.

PERSONAL TESTIMONY
When I was 13, I was baptized 

at East Moss Point Baptist Church 
by Pastor Scott.  I had accepted 
Jesus as my Savior at a younger 
age, and then when I was 12, I was 
unexpectedly baptized in the Holy 
Spirit and spoke in tongues. But, 
though I definitely believed in God, 
and at times felt close to Him, I 
stumbled often along the way.  

The Lord was faithful to call me 
back each time, and was speaking 
to me about truly dedicating my life 
to Him. I came to a point where I 
wanted to make a public profession 
of faith. Brother Scott and my Dad 
talked with me about what it meant 
to be baptized. We prayed, and I 
went into the baptismal pool, was 
immersed, and genuinely felt God’s 
presence and favor on me.  

During these days, I began to 
hear God calling me into a life 
of ministry. I wasn’t sure what 
that meant, but as the son of a 
minister and the grandson of a 
minister, I wasn’t too sure about 
that calling. I loved my Dad and 
my Grandpa, and I respected what 
they did, but I didn’t love some of 
the problems they had to wrestle 
with in the church world.  Dad and 
Grandpa never complained to me, 

but I wasn’t stupid.  (By the way, 
most “Preacher’s Kids” are very 
observant.) 

And so, I began to resist the Holy 
Spirit.  Big mistake!  I knew enough 
about church so that I could put on a 
good show in terms of looking nice 
and being polite.  Sometimes, I even 
meant it. But I became an expert 
on living a double life. I became a 
hypocrite.  The fire in my heart that I 
had for God began to dim.

I could praise God on Sunday, 
and with the same lips, cuss like 
the devil on Monday.  I could stare 
someone straight in the eye, and lie 
to them, with a seemingly sincere 
smile.  I snuck out of our house at 
night, smoked, egged neighbors’ 
houses, shoplifted, drank beer, 
and schemed greater exploits. All 
the while, the Lord continued to 
pursue me, call to me, and remind 
me of Who He really is. Plus, I got 
busted often! So, so busted!  

Thankfully, there were some 
anchors that the Lord used to 
keep me from sailing off the edge 
of the world:  my family, covenant 
friends, and His presence during 
times of worship.  I could not deny 
the glory and power of God.  There 
were times when we would sing, 
and God’s presence was almost 
breathtaking. I would get deeply 
convicted, repent … and then slip 
back into old habits at school or 
with friends. 

“YES, LORD!”
Finally, when I was 17 and nearing 

high school graduation, a series of 
crises in my own life and in the lives 
of my friends made me more open 
to seeking God and repenting.  Once 
more, He reminded me of His call. I 
said “Yes, Lord, I will be in ministry, 
however You define that. But, can 
we have some agreements?”  I still 
wanted to bargain with God.  He 
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graciously said, “Sure.”  
I drew a breath and said, “Lord, 

can we just agree that this is Your 
idea, and not mine?”  He said, “Well, 
of course it’s My idea! Absolutely.”  
I said, “One other thing:  You’re 
going to have to help me with this, 
because I’m pretty sure I’m not able 
to do it by myself.”  I almost felt as if 
the Lord chuckled, but He was kind 
enough to say, “No, You cannot 
do it by Yourself, but I give You My 
word that I will be with you and give 
you what you need to do My will.” 

That was 35 years ago.  I have 
let Him down often, but He has 
never let me down.  He heard the 
prayers and tears of my parents and 
grandparents and people who loved 
me.  Whatever good I’ve done in my 
life and ministry is because of Him.  

My point in saying all of this is to 
remind us all that God is a good, 
good Father.  He sees and He knows.  
Better yet, He cares.  Whatever the 
story looks like right now, it isn’t 
finished.  Don’t lose heart, wherever 
you are on your journey; wherever 
your kids or grandkids are on their 
journey.  Don’t stop praying, don’t 
stop seeking Him.  But even if you 
do stop, know this:  He will never 
stop seeking You.  He will never 
stop pursuing your children and 
grandchildren.

I am praying and fasting that 
God will have mercy on us and 
our families.  Let’s remember this 
precious promise God gives us 
through His prophet Isaiah:  “I will 
contend with those who contend 
with you, and your children I will 
save” (Isaiah 49:25).

STEPHEN SIMPSON is the Editor of 
One-to-One Magazine and the President 
of CSM.  For information on speaking 
availability, please call (251) 633-7900.

How to Vote?
“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to 
any people” (Proverbs 14:34).

S
oon, the United States will face a General 

Election to determine our next President, as 

well as many seats in the Senate, House of 

Representatives, Judgeships, and other state and local 

races.  Every major election in recent memory has 

been dubbed “the most important in our history”, but 

many believe 2016 will definitely be a watershed year that 

could determine the next 20 or more years of national policy.  It may well be 

that the fate of the nation will be sealed in these weeks.

According to many reliable polls, a majority of Americans are dissatisfied 

with the Presidential nominees of the two major parties. Other polls indicate 

that many voters are trying to determine the “lesser of two evils” as opposed 

to enthusiastically supporting and endorsing a candidate. This is why we see 

so much negative advertising and vicious mud-slinging.  The vitriol in this 

election season has been the worst in decades. 

There has been no clear voice from Christians in America regarding the 

choices this year.  Many churches are experiencing significant strain among 

members due to politics.  The fault lines seem to run in many directions; 

more of a fragmentation than a simple split. Some Christians have even 

suggested they will sit out this election.  But passivity must not be an option! 

In this atmosphere, what are we to do?  How can we make the best 

possible decision in a nation where we still have the blessing of freedom 

to participate in the process?  Here are some suggestions regarding our 

perspective for Election 2016 …. 

1.  Remember the Sovereignty of God.  Christians should fully engage 

with the election process and let our voices be heard in the cause of 

righteousness. But we cannot allow our thinking or speaking to be dictated by 

fear or rage. We have an anchor of hope that is not rooted in circumstances; 

we have a King Who is not up for election, Whose Throne is not shaking.  He 

invites us to pray and to act according to His will, but ultimately, He will raise 

up or cast down rulers.  Our trust is in Him.

2.   Carefully study the issues.  What are the most important issues facing 

America today? What crises could arise within the next four years?  What are 

the foundational positions that  will affect all of the other decisions?  National 

security? Viable health care? Supreme Court appointees? Tax reform? Job 

creation?  Abortion? Moral values? Religious freedom? Others?  Everyone 

should study and prioritize the issues that matter most to them personally, 

and what will shape our nation. This may mean reading or watching a wide 

Election 2016

Continues on page 15
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“He who descended is also the 
One who ascended far above 
all the heavens, that He might 
fill all things. And He Himself 
gave some to be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers, for 
the equipping of the saints for the 
work of ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ, till we all come 
to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to 
a perfect man, to the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ;  that we should no longer 
be children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the trickery of men, in 
the cunning craftiness of deceitful 
plotting, but, speaking the truth 

in love, may grow up in all things 
into Him who is the head—Christ— 
from whom the whole body, joined 
and knit together by what every 
joint supplies, according to the 
effective working by which every 
part does its share, causes growth 
of the body for the edifying of itself 
in love” (Ephesians 4:10-16).

Today, some churches and Chris-
tians may never fully benefit from 
these gifts. In some cases, the gifts 
may not be understood, sanctioned, 
or accepted by denominations, local 
church leaders or believers in gen-
eral (see 3 John 10).  

Some leaders (elders/deacons) 
are designed to function more 
effectively in a local setting; others 

are called and anointed by the Holy 
Spirit to move in a broader context. 
I will call them “trans-local” (outside 
the local) for the sake of this brief 
article. 

IMPARTATION
Some churches may be so blessed 

as to have one or more of these 
gifts functioning and participating 
regularly among them. Others may 
only rarely have the privilege of 
sitting with these kinds of leaders, 
who are anointed to impart 
something that only they may be 
able to transmit successfully. It’s 
not just about revelation…it’s about 
impartation.

Those who function in trans-local 
gifts are no better, or more needed, 
than any of the other ministry 
gifts. They just serve a different 
purpose and play a different role. 
These individuals seem to function 
most effectively, and somewhat 
differently, when moving outside 
the context of their own local 
churches, where these gifts should 
be validated and valued before 
being vented.

In order for the Church to come to 
a real fullness of unity, intimacy and 
maturity, as Paul says in Ephesians, 
all of these gifted leaders need to be 

Leadership

Equipping the
Believers
We love receiving gifts, but can we receive 	people as 
gifts from God?

by Gregory Mira

TO the Christians in ancient Rome, the apostle 

Paul wrote, “I long to see you so that I may 

impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong” 

(Romans 1:11).  All church leaders were given as gifts 

from Christ to the Church, so that we might be equipped, 

and progressively mature into a fuller manifestation of 

the presence of Jesus in the world.  Look at what Paul 

told the Church in Ephesus: 
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free, focused, and functioning; 
and oh yes, financed! In order 
for that to happen, local leaders 
and the congregations they 
serve must be taught how to 
recognize, receive, release, and 
resource these gifted leaders.

RECEIVING 
GOD’S GIFTS

Here are several thoughts on 
how local church leaders might 
help their disciples through the 
process:

1. RECOGNIZE - Teach people 
in your sphere of leadership 
how to recognize these gifted 
individuals and help give some 
understanding about how they 
function. If you’re not sure 
about them, find someone who 
is. There certainly are plenty 
of materials available to use 
as resources, but I prefer to 
involve people who are already 
functioning with some measure 
of success in these ministries. 
Invite them into your context 
and let them help impart an 
understanding. Make sure it’s 
someone you know and trust.

2. RECEIVE - Jesus came 
and was not received, even by 
His own. Teach people how to 
posture themselves in a humble 
attitude of receiving from other 
leaders. Others may be quite 
a change from what people in 
our church or group are used 
to hearing. Teach those in 
your care to be open to godly 
impartation, and lead the way 
yourself. Show them how to 
receive different ministry gifts 
other than your own or your 
own favorite style. Don’t be 
jealous, envious, or insecure. All 
of us need these gifted people. 
Only if you receive a ‘prophet’ 

as a ‘prophet’ will you receive the 
reward of that prophet’s ministry. 

3. RELEASE - Build an apostolic 
ethos. Learn, teach, and then 
demonstrate how to release 
these anointed ministries into, 
and out of the local church (see 
3 John; Acts 13:1-5; Acts 16:1-
5). Don’t hold them back, young 
or old. It’s an apostolic Gospel 
that should always be focused 
outwardly. When you scatter 
seed, it will come back to you.

4. RESOURCE - Those that 
preach the Gospel should make 
their living from the Gospel. If 
they sow spiritual seed, they 
should reap a material harvest. 
I believe this passage is not 
just referring to local pastors 
or elders. Bring in trans-local 
leaders regularly. Show them 
hospitality and send them on 
their way in a manner worthy of 
God, so that we can all become 
fellow workers together for the 
truth (see 3 John 5-8).

For the Church to reach the 
whole measure of fullness in 
Christ, we need each part doing 
its work. In order for this to 
happen, we need open, wide, 
free, secure leaders, who will 
themselves help God’s people 
to recognize how they function, 
receive their ministries, release 
them into the work, and find 
ways to resource these valid 
and priceless gifts given by 
Christ himself. 

In so doing we will cause “growth 
of the body for the edifying of 
itself in love” (Ephesians 4:16).

variety of reasonably reliable media.  Too 

many networks and sources are now 

simply shilling for one candidate or the 

other.  It should  also mean spending time 

in prayer and Bible study to gain a spiritual 

and biblical worldview.  As you do, ask 

the Lord, “What is the difference between 

personal behavior guidelines and national 

policy responsibilities?

3. Study the Party Platforms. Cer-

tainly, we must study the candidates: their 

character, their record, their policies, their 

promises.  But what if you don’t particu-

larly like the candidates themselves?  It’s 

very helpful to look at the Party Platforms 

upon which the candidates are  run-

ning, because this will help to serve as a 

compass for the candidates.  Also study 

the people who surround the candidate.  

What is their character or experience?  

What will be their role or influence should 

the candidate be elected? Which candi-

date or party is most likely to honor and 

uphold the United States Constitution and 

the principles upon which this nation was 

founded? Or, to put it another way, who is 

likely to do the least amount of damage to 

these principles and to our future? 

Some have suggested that “voting 

your conscience” is impossible this 

year, or would somehow be a selfish, 

arrogant act. However, the sanctity of a 

person’s conscience before God must be 

respected and upheld.  To do otherwise 

would not only be un-American, but un-

Christian.  The real issue is simply this:  are 

you sincerely and fervently seeking God?  

Are you staying clean before Him and 

listening to His Word?  If you will, there 

is no doubt that God is good enough and 

big enough to lead you, and you will do 

the right thing.  God bless you, and God 

save America! 

GREGORY MIRA has spent three 
decades pastoring, teaching and 
leading in local churches in the United 
States and abroad. He is a noted 
prolific author and conference speaker. 
Gregory and his wife Denise have five 
sons and reside in Sacramento, CA. 
Visit GregoryMira.com.  
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