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My mother’s Dad, my 
Grandfather, was a medical 
doctor and a geologist.  

He preferred to be called a “Rock 
Hound”, and loved traveling to collect 
and study various gems and minerals.  
But if there was a story behind an 
ugly old stone, he considered it as 
much of a treasure as he would a 
diamond.  When I was a boy, he used 
to take me on rock hunting trips 
all over the South.  He also taught 
me about seismic events such as 
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions.  

While I am not a scientist, I have 
continued to be interested in natural 
sciences through my adult life. In 
recent years, I have appreciated 
excellent and engrossing books by 
author Simon Winchester, including 
Krakatoa and A Crack in the Edge of 
the World, which reveal the profound 
effects of seismic events on culture 
and world history. 

So, when we sensed the Holy Spirit 
leading us to have “Unshaken!” as 
our theme for the May 11-13 CSM 
Gatlinburg Leadership Conference, it 
resonated strongly with me.  As you 
might imagine, two of my favorite 
verses deal with this theme.  Hebrews 
tells us that shaking is inevitable:  

“He has promised, saying, ‘Yet 

once more I shake not only the earth, 
but also heaven.’ Now this, ‘Yet once 
more,’ indicates the removal of those 
things that are being shaken, as of 
things that are made, that the things 
which cannot be shaken may remain. 
Therefore, since we are receiving a 
kingdom which cannot be shaken, 
let us have grace, by which we may 
serve God acceptably with reverence 
and godly fear. For our God is a 
consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:26-28). 

This word could be frightening 
if not for the promise that we 
are receiving the Kingdom which 
cannot be shaken, and that which 
is unshakable will endure all of the 
coming shaking.  We are reminded of 
God’s Word to the Psalmist: 

“Those who trust in the Lord are 
like Mount Zion, which cannot be 
moved, but abides forever. As the 
mountains surround Jerusalem, so 
the Lord surrounds His people from 
this time forth and forever” (Psalm 
125:1-2). 

Our hope is not that there will 
never be shaking; it is that we can 
find a “place of quiet rest, near to the 
heart of God” when 
shaking comes.  Thus 
far, 2016 has proven 
to be a year of great 
tumult. Even casual 
observers believe 
more shaking is 
ahead.  When 
shaking happens, 
our natural 
tendency is to cry 
out to God and 
ask Him to make it 
stop.  However, we 
may realize that 
He is in fact the 
One causing the 
shaking Himself! 
That can make 
us frightened, 
frustrated, or 
even angry until we realize that He is 
actually at work to reveal “that which 

From the Editor cannot be shaken”. 
At the end of the day, the Lord’s 

work reveals reality to us. Sometimes, 
reality can look ugly.  But if it draws 
us closer to Him and leads us in 
the way of salvation, we will find 
redemption and healing. He will give 
us “beauty instead of ashes, and the 
oil of joy instead of mourning.”  Hope 
is rooted, not in fantasy, but in the 
unshakable reality of God’s covenant 
love and His relentless Kingdom 
purpose. 

I heard my Dad say, “It’s alright 
not to know, but it’s not alright not 
to know that you don’t know. If you 
think you know what you don’t know, 
that’s when you get into trouble.” 

Shaking brings revelation, if our 
vision is rooted in the Word and 
our eyes are fixed on Jesus.  As 
we consider Him, then we receive 
power in the Holy Spirit to run the 
race that is set before us, no matter 
the obstacles or trembling fault lines 
that lie ahead. As He said, storms are 
coming, so let us build on the Rock 
of truth and not the shifting sands of 
fads, cliches, popular opinion, New 
Age fantasies, or secular humanism. 
None of those will endure the shaking 
that is to come.  But the Word of our 
God will stand forever! 

THE 
ROCK 
THAT 
NEVER 
ROLLS

BY STEPHEN SIMPSON

Where do you go when 
the earth trembles and 
the volcanos blow?



Keynote
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W e live in seemingly unstable and urgent 
days! Please know that what I desire to 

impart in this article is vital to our future and 
something that I personally cherish. I pray that 
you will too.  We will approach this biblically, 
knowing it will help us deal with whatever life 
brings.  Faith will not take us around hardship, 
but it will take us through it.  And whatever you 
face now or in the future, you can endure and 
complete the Lord’s purpose for your life. 

Early one morning in 1965, the Lord gave me 
John 15:16 where He told the disciples that He 
chose them to bear fruit that would remain—
endure.  I took it personally, but to do so, I would 
have to become unshakeable.  (I cannot say that 
I have attained that by any means, but that is my 
aspiration. I hope it is yours.)

B Y  C H A R L E S  S I M P S O N

U N S H A K E N 
 

HOW TO STAND FIRM IN UNSTABLE TIMES



Endurance is more than 
talent; it is character.  
Many talented people do 
not endure, and many 
who endure are not 
exceptionally talented. 
They just do not quit. 
They keep on keeping on, 
unshaken by the winds of 
life and circumstance.  The 
disciples of Jesus were, 
and are, like that—even 
unto death.  They were not 
“Spring flowers” but “oaks of 
righteousness.”

HEROES
 We admire those who 

endure extreme trials to 
overcome in the end.  I 
enjoy sports and especially 
admire those teams whose 
strength increases as 
the game goes on and, 
in the end, prevail.  I am 
inspired by those who are 
giving their all in the final 
minutes, who never give 

up, never give in, and outlast 
their opponents.  A contest is 
a test: a test of conditioning, 
discipline, focus, will, and 
deepest desire.  It is not a 
beauty pageant, a talent 
contest, a style contest, or any 
other superficial tangential 
issue.  It is about where you 
stand at the end; that alone 

matters.  Those who we call 
heroes understood that.

One of my heroes is Louis 
Zamperini.  I was introduced 
to him through Laura 
Hillenbrand’s book, Unbroken.  
More recently, a movie was 
made based on the book. 
Zamperini was a champion 
track star who competed in 
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character was developed on the 
track.  Day in and day out, he 
pressed his limits.  If you have 
ever been a runner, you know 
the testing of lungs and legs.  I 
can’t imagine the intensity of 
Olympic training, but without 
the stamina that he developed, 
I doubt that he would have 
survived.  

What we do in a crisis 
or extreme difficulty is 
predetermined by how we 
deal with the small daily tests 
that we face (see Romans 5:1-
5).  If we fail to press through 
the small ones, what will we 
do with large ones?  Today’s 
challenge is preparation for 
tomorrow’s victory.

The disciples that Jesus 
trained produced fruit 
that endured because they 
endured.  They would not quit!  
They understood whenever 
difficulty came because they 
watched Him.  He had warned 
and prepared them for the 
future.  He overcame and they 
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overcame.  Even when they 
failed, failure was preparation 
for success.  Through His 
love, grace, and mercy, their 
weakness became strength and 
they became heroes of the faith!

JOHN THE 
BAPTIST

John the Baptist is another 
hero.  Jesus paid him 
exceptional honor when He 
said, “Greater has not been 
born among women.”  Jesus 
asked, “What did you go out 
into the wilderness to see?  A 
reed shaken by the wind?  A 
man dressed in soft clothes?  
A prophet?  Yes, more than a 
prophet!”  (see Matthew 11:7-
19).  John was the fulfillment 
of prophecy, the forerunner of 

the Messiah (see Isaiah 40:3-5; 
Luke 1:76-80).  And John fulfilled 
his purpose even unto death.  
He was not a “reed shaken by 
the wind.”  The religious political 
leaders feared him because he 
was unshakeable and unbroken.

     Take note that John the 
Baptist was toughened by the 
wilderness, a most difficult 
environment.  His diet was 
locusts and wild honey.  His 
clothes were camel’s hair – 
not off the rack but off the 
camel!  His message was 
strong and uncompromising 
because he was strong and 
uncompromising.  Because he 
spoke the truth, many people 

the 1936 Olympics and was 
scheduled to compete in 
the Tokyo games of 1940, 
but World War II changed 
his plans.  He became a 
bombardier, crashed in 
the Pacific, and drifted 
for 47 days.  Then he was 
captured by the Japanese 
and tortured for more than 
2 years. 

In 1949, after 
returning home, he met 
Jesus in a Billy Graham 
crusade held in Los 
Angeles.  He served 
the Lord, shared his 
testimony, and finally 
passed away in 2014 at 
the age of 97.  His story 
is an amazing account 
of unshaken character 
in the face of unimaginable 
conditions. 

 
It is important to realize 
that Zamperini’s story 
would not have happened 
without his athletic 
training.  His unshakeable 

THROUGH   IT

What we do in a crisis 
or extreme difficulty 
is predetermined by 

how we deal with the 
small daily tests that we 
face. If we fail to press 

through the small ones, 
what will we do with 

large ones? 



repented and were baptized.  
Even our Lord submitted 
to be baptized by John—an 
unimaginable honor!

THE
THESSALONIANS

Unshakeableness was 
a characteristic of John 
the Baptist, our Lord, and 
the apostles; it was also 
a trait that they wanted 
their disciples to possess.  
We see that in the Apostle 
Paul’s second letter to the 
Thessalonians, where 
he wrote, “Don’t be soon 
shaken in mind or be 
troubled, either by spirit or 
by word or by letter (see 2 
Thessalonians 2:1-2).  He is 
echoing the words of Jesus 
in John 14, “Let not your 
heart be troubled.”

There were many heresies 
in Paul’s days and many 
false “christs” (and we 
still have this in our time 
also).  The enemy wanted 
desperately to blow the 
early church off course by 
“winds of doctrines.”  He 
wanted to confuse the 
believers and shake them 
with idle words and false 
teachings.  The apostle’s 
task was to establish the 
people in truth that had 
been received by witnesses 
of the truth.  They built the 
churches upon “the Rock.”

 In Ephesians 4:14, the 
apostle writes, “No longer be 
children, tossed to and fro 
and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine….”  Children 
are not yet stable; they are 
impressionable.  When they 
mature, if they mature, they 
become stable and thoughtful, 
not easily swayed.

One comedian was 
impressed and proud when his 
child announced, “I want to be 
a doctor!”  But then added, “Or 
a dinosaur.”

 My father said of one child, 
“He gets an idea but then it 
blows his brains out.”  When 
an idea or a new teaching 
comes along, our excitement 
must not overwhelm our 
foundation.  When that 
happens our maturity is in 
question.

WHY PEOPLE 
SHAKE?

• Jesus has not become 
their Rock.

• Their foundation has not 
been sufficiently tested.

• Other influences have 
overwhelmed their 
biblical knowledge.

• They have not a good 
sense of the history of 
that idea.

• Their eyes have been 
taken off Jesus. 
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 I have read a lot of books over 
the years, and some have been a 
great blessing. Others have sent 
me back to The Bible for further 
review.  I have heard many 
messages.  Some have lifted 
me to new heights, but others 
have left me wondering, “Where 
did that come from?”  And I 
must admit that I, too, have 
erred on occasions.  Hopefully, 
my readers or hearers are 
established enough to judge 
for themselves.  My aim is to 
build character and obedience 
by proclaiming tested biblical 
truth.  If that is achieved, then 
remaining, enduring fruit will 
be there.  

 The fact that Christianity 
has survived these 2000 years 
tells us something about Jesus 
and His ministry.  Faith in Him 
has not only survived, it has 
changed the world, brought 
liberty, justice, economic 
growth, and most of all, 
salvation!  The Word of God has 
established a moral standard 
which has brought untold 
blessings to the world.  It has 
done so because, regardless 
of extreme testing, it is 
unshakably true!

 I would strongly suggest 
studying First Peter chapter one, 
and I would suggest that you 
review your own role models.  
Who do you want to be like?  

THROUGH   IT

“Unshaken” continues on page 14



CALIFORNIA
SADDLEBACK COVENANT 

CHURCH

23401 Madero, Ste. A

Mission Viejo, CA 92691

Kevin Davenport, Pastor 

Ph: (949) 770-0291 

E: info@saddlebackcovenant.com  

saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH

350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B

El Cajon, CA 92020 

Mark Hoffman & David Hoffman,

Co-Pastors;  Ph: (619) 442-7728 

foothillschurch.org

IRANIAN CHURCH 

OF LOS ANGELES

20242 Ingomar Street, 

Winnetka, CA 91306

Luke Yeghnazar, Pastor

Ph: (818) 882-0586

lyeghnazar@sbcglobal.net

CONNECTICUT
ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

P.O. Box 108, 980 Main St. 

Willimantic, CT 06226 

Kevin White, Pastor 

Ph: (860) 456-2522 

E: alccwilli@hotmail.com

facebook.com/alccwilli

FLORIDA
COVENANT COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

1007 Gospel Rd. 

Ft.  Walton Beach, FL 32547

Jim Grabo, Pastor

Ph: (850) 863-1323

E: admin@covenant.gccoxmail.com 

cccfwb.com 

GEORGIA
COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

1945 Lawrenceville-Suwanne Road

Lawrenceville, GA 30043 

Chris Hyatt, Pastor

Ph:(678) 224-8911

E: info@covenantlifeonline.org

covenantlifeonline.org

BOY WITH A BALL

P.O. Box 748 Buford, GA 30515 

Ph: (404) 454-7702

Jamie Johnson

jamie.johnson@boywithaball.com

boywithaball.com

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH

111 Walthour Rd.

Savannah, GA 31410 

Ron Lanier / Elders

Ph: (912) 665-4093

E: laniernl@att.net  

IOWA
RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH

4855 Forest Grove Dr. 

P.O. Box 347 

Bettendorf, IA 52722 

Ph: (563) 332-9154

Jim Tully, Pastor

KENTUCKY
NEW LIFE CHURCH

3402 Goose Creek Rd. 

Louisville, KY, 40241

Tim Parish, Pastor

Ph: (502) 426-3132 

E: info@newlifechurch-lou.org

newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT 

CHURCH

19 Wainscott Avenue

Winchester, KY 40391  

Stephen Humble, Pastor

Ph: (859) 771-7138 

E:  Sghumble@Me.com

winchestercovenant.org 

LOUISIANA
OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH

P.O. Drawer H

Oberlin, LA 70655

William Currie, Pastor 

Ph: (337) 515-5802 

El: wandtfam@gmail.com 

housechurchesofLA.org

MARYLAND
NEW HERITAGE COMMUNITY

9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B

Ellicott City, MD 21042 

Randy Reinhardt & 

Fred Lessans, Pastors 

Ph: (410) 313-9660 

E: contact@

newheritagecommunity.com

newheritagecommunity.com

MASSACHUSETTS
COVENANT CHURCH

9 Westminster Ave., 

Arlington, MA 02474 

Brian Emmet, Pastor 

Ph: (781) 646-9027

covmin.org

MICHIGAN
CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH  

3433 South Lincoln Rd.

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor 

Ph: (989) 773-1800  

E: Church@Centmichristianchurch.com

gocmcc.org

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

P.O. Box 80737

Lansing, MI, 48908 

Ron Burns, Pastor 

E: office@ncccweb.org

Ph: (517) 323-8180 

ncccweb.org

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH   

2215 E. Michigan Ave.

Lansing, MI, 48912  

Malcolm Magee, Pastor  

Ph: (517) 485-5483

E: office@libertycc.net  

libertycc.net

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH OF 

NORTHERN MICHIGAN

7700 W Blue Rd.

Lake City, MI 49651 

Gary Bigger & Andrew Whipple, Elders 

Ph: (231) 839-2244  

E: covenantlifechurch@centurytel.net

clifechurch.net

THE MASTER’S CHRISTIAN 

MINISTRIES

971 Dutton Rd.

Rochester Hills, MI, 48306 

Dr. Loren Siffring, Pastor  

Ph: (248) 930-8109  

E: lorensiffring@me.com 

masterschristianministries.com  

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH OF WEBBERVILLE  

6250 Herrington Rd. 

Webberville, MI 48892

(517) 468-3530

Jeff Williams, Pastor

Ph: (517) 468-3443 

E: jpmk@tds.net

AGAPE’ CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
609 Cherokee St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49006 
Dave Sykes, Pastor 
Ph: (269) 385-5772
agapecc.com 

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 
P.O. Box 484 
Williamston, MI 48895
Bill Michell, Pastor 
Ph: (517) 618-6977 
E: wmmichell@frontier.com

MISSISSIPPI
GRACE TEMPLE

1131 Richburg Rd.

Hattiesburg, MS 39402

Ph: (601) 264-0593 

Dwayne Higgason, Pastor  

E: pastor@gracetemple.com

gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH

200 W. Garrard Rd.

Starkville, MS 39759 

Bill Murphy, Pastor

Ph: (662) 323-4555 

E:  nccc4555@gmail.com

newcovchurch.net

INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH 

MINISTRIES

PO Box 2140 

McComb, MS 39649

Michael McCarty

Ph: (601) 684-0558

internationaloutreachministries.org

MISSOURI
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH 

9018 Big Bend Blvd. 

Webster Groves, MO 63119

Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor 

Ph: (314) 395-6326 

E:  michael@thecellchurch.com

thecellchurch.com

NEW JERSEY
LONG BRANCH COVENANT 

CHURCH

355 Joline Ave.

Long Branch, NJ 07740  

Tony Moss, Pastor 

Ph: (732) 870-2028 

E:  info@lbcovenant.org

lbcovenant.org

NEW YORK
FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH  

117 Main St.

Farmingdale, NY, 11735  

John Quince, Pastor 

Ph: (516) 293-1838  

E: fccelders@aol.com

farmingdalechristianchurch.org

SOUTHSIDE ALLIANCE CHURCH

530 Pennsylvania Ave.

Elmira, NY 14904

John McConnell, Pastor

Ph: (607) 732-6580

E: southsidealliance530@gmail.com

southsidealliance.com

FIND A CHURCH
CSM’s Directory of Contributing Ministries

Would you like your 
ministry listed here? 
Contact us at (888) 811-CSM 
or visit csmpublishing.org 
for more information.

8 / ONE-TO-ONE®  SPRING 2016



NORTH CAROLINA
COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 

MINISTRIES

6062 Petra Mill Rd.

Granite Falls, NC 28630

Randy Bowlin, Pastor  

Ph: (828) 396-7690 

E: cfs@conninc.com

NEWPATH CHURCH

7100 Hilburn Dr.

Raleigh, NC 27613 

E: info@newpathchurch.com 

Jim Sink, Pastor

Ph: (919) 417-6805

E: info@newpathchurch.com

newpathchurch.com

OHIO
NEW WINE COVENANT CHURCH

1491 Polaris Pkwy Ste 214

Columbus, OH  43240-2037

Ph: (614) 563-1741

Mark Puttick, Pastor

E: markputtick@yahoo.com

sowershome.com

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

123 South Broad Street, Suite 314

Lancaster, OH, 43130

Dennis Coll, Pastor

Ph: (740) 689-9815  

E: covenantchristian@earthlink.net

covenantchristianchurch.us

OKLAHOMA
ABUNDANT LIFE TABERNACLE 

P.O. Box 2661

Ada, OK 74820

Ph: (580) 332-0325

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

Oklahoma City, OK  73112 

Dwight Cunkle, Pastor 

Ph: (405) 943-5939 

E: bjcunkle@aol.com

PENNSYLVANIA
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH   

110 Hays Rd.

Upper St. Clair PA 15241

Rick Wiater, Pastor

Ph: (412) 523-2964

E: rweph210@gmail.com

goodshepherdchurchofsouthhills.org 

OUTWARD FOCUSED 

114 Carson St.

Monroeville, PA 15146

Jim Newsom, Exec. Director

Ph: (412) 856-1809 

E: nuke035878@att.net

outwardfocused.org

TENNESSEE
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH

1000 Woodridge Place

Mt. Juliet, TN 37122

Larry Grainger, Pastor 

Ph: (615) 754-7035 

alcmtjuliet.com

TEXAS
CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

17000 Longenbaugh Dr.

Houston, TX  77095 

Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor  

Ph: (281) 463-6600 

E: ccc@christcov.net

christcov.net

VIDA COVENANT CHURCH

6635 Queenston Blvd, 

Houston,TX 77084

Manuel Montez, Pastor

Ph: (281) 513-2841

E: info@vidacc.com

VIRGINIA
INTERCESSORS FOR AMERICA

Dave Kubal, President

PO Box 915

Purcellville, VA 20134

Tel: (540) 317-2070

ifapray.org 

OAKBROOK CHURCH

1700 Reston Pkwy. 

Reston, VA, 20194 

Scott Johnson, Pastor

Ph: (703) 437-4900  

E: Info@oakbrookchurch.org

oakbrookchurch.org

GROVE CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 

8800 Pocahontas Trail 

Willamsburg, VA  23185-3142

Thomas McCormick, Pastor

Ph: (757) 887-1100 

E: pat@groveoutreach.com

groveoutreach.com

WASHINGTON
IMPACT CHURCH

245 St. Helens Ave. Ste. 1000, 

Tacoma, WA 98492

Gab Mira, Pastor

Ph: (253) 678-8879

icitacoma.com

YADA 
c/o Bradley Stuart
4103 W Peninsula Drive, 
Moses Lake, WA 98837
Ph: (509) 989-4900
E: yadaoffice@gmail.com

yadainternational.com

WISCONSIN
EVERROAD MINISTRIES

Po Box 8, Spooner, Wi 54801

Terry Everroad

Ph: (715) 416-0889

terry@everroad.com
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FIND A CHURCH
CSM’s Directory of Contributing Ministries

MAY 19-22  |  LONG BRANCH, NJ
Tony Moss  • (732) 870-2028

MAY 31—JUNE 1  |   PORTLAND, OR
Chad Hughes

JUNE 20-22  |   PENSACOLA, FL
Greg Burns  • (850) 469-1444

JULY 1-12  |  SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA
Hugo Zelaya

SEPT. 10-11  |  HATTIESBURG, MS
Dwayne Higgason • (601) 264-0593

SEPT. 23-25  |  FARMINGDALE, NY
John Quince  • (516) 293-1838

OCTOBER 7-9  |  BETTENDORF, IA
Jim Tully  • (263) 332-9154

DECEMBER 2-4  |   MISSION VIEJO, CA
Kevin Davenport • (949) 770-0291

If you would like Charles Simpson to 
minister in your area, visit

 csmpublishing.org or call 251.633.7900  

CHARLES SIMPSON 
    Ministry Itinerary



Familygram

 by Stephen Simpson
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How to prepare 

unshakable kids 

in a shaking world

Our Children?



UNSHAKEN   / 11

Discovery Channel reality TV star 
Andrew Zimmern is fond of saying 
that one of the best ways to learn a 
new culture is by eating their food 
and eating with their people.  His 
popular long-running program, 
Bizarre Foods, takes Zimmern all 
over the world to meet people 
and relate with them through their 
cuisine and food ways.  

He has discovered what may 
seem bizarre or distasteful to 
one culture is quite normal and 
accepted in another.  In some 
places, live worms or ants might be 
a delicacy.  Sheep lungs may be a 
comfort food your grandma would 
make for you in some countries.  
On the other hand, when Andrew 
visited my city of Mobile, he was 
shocked at the exotic flavor of fried 
dill pickles!  

When my daughter was young, 
we used to watch the show 
together and laugh at all of the 
gross things that Andrew would 
try to eat.  Then, we would report 
to my wife all of the crazy things 
that happened, which always 
provoked a quick, unfavorable—but 
hilarious—reaction!  Sometimes, we 
still quote Andrew.  For instance, 
a barnacle tastes like an “aquatic 
jellybean”.  

SHAPING APPETITES 
Our appetites are shaped from 

birth, or even, perhaps, before 
birth.  What we grow up eating is 
comfortable to us.  This is why it 
is so critical for parents to shape 
the appetites of their children for 
good, healthy, nourishing foods.  
Children can actually be raised to 
enjoy green, leafy vegetables, for 
example.  Or they can have their 
appetites shaped by junk food. 

This truth also translates into 
other realms.  How are we shaping 

our children’s spiritual and mental 
appetites?  How do we shape their 
interests?  Should parents shape a 
child’s worldview, appetites, and 
desires? Is such an idea healthy, or 
should we just leave all of that up 
to the kids to figure out on their 
own?  In times of great shaking 
and uncertainty, how we answer 
these questions will be a matter of 
life or death for our children and 
grandchildren. 

Eternal history will record that 
modern psychology helped to 
destroy millions of families and 
countless nations.  “Experts” 
appeared on the scene who 
questioned biblical norms 
concerning husband-wife 
relationships and wisdom regarding 
raising children.  Once tested 
biblical foundations were traded for 
novel notions of social engineering, 
families began to experience 
fracture.  As the family is the basic 
building block of society, soon, 
many cultures influenced by 
secular humanism entered into 
periods of prolonged collapse.  

One of the central notions of 
secular humanism is that everyone 
is their own “god”.  With the One 
True God removed from the 
human equation, every person 
becomes an independent agent 
and every idea or impulse, no 

matter how foolish or unworkable 
or selfish, has equal “value”.  

Therefore, children are “free” to 
develop their own ideas about the 
world around them, apart from the 
wisdom of experienced parents or 
mentors. Correction is viewed as 
“negative”, while pats on the head, 
winks, nods, and participation 
stickers train little cherubs to 
become narcissistic sociopaths 
when they get older. 

God’s idea for the family is 
different.  He gives children to 
parents as an entrustment to be 
stewarded and cherished.  Parents 
aren’t primarily called to be the 
“buddy” to their kids, and children 
aren’t given to be some kind of 
trophy or play-dolls for the parents’ 
amusement.  

POPULARITY OR 
PREPARATION?

The goal of a parent is not 
to be popular with their kids; it 
is to prepare them for a life of 
faithfulness to God and healthy 
relationships with other people. 
Fail to do this, and you may be 
popular with your kids early on, 
but hated by them later.  Be faithful 
to this call now, and it may anger 
your kids from time-to-time now, 
but they will love you and thank 
you for it later. 

For example, Scripture speaks 
of this dynamic with a wonderful 
promise in Proverbs 22:6, “Train 
up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will 
not depart from it.”  We see again 
in Hebrews regarding the godly 
pattern for training and discipline:

“‘My son, do not despise the 
chastening of the Lord, nor be 
discouraged when you are rebuked 
by Him; for whom the Lord loves 

How are we 
shaping our 

children’s 
spiritual 

appetites? Our Children?
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He chastens, and scourges every 
son whom He receives.’  If you 
endure chastening, God deals 
with you as with sons; for what 
son is there whom a father does 
not chasten? But if you are 
without chastening, of which 
all have become partakers, then 
you are illegitimate and not 
sons.  Furthermore, we have had 
human fathers who corrected us, 
and we paid them respect. Shall 
we not much more readily be in 
subjection to the Father of spirits 
and live? For they indeed for a 
few days chastened us as seemed 
best to them, but He for our profit, 
that we may be partakers of His 
holiness.  Now no chastening 
seems to be joyful for the 
present, but painful; nevertheless, 
afterward it yields the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness to those 
who have been trained by it” 
(Hebrews 12:5-11).

The Lord chose Abraham to 
be a pioneer and a father of 
nations. When the Lord chose 
him, Abraham was an old man.  
He and his wife, Sarah, had no 
children.  Natural circumstances 

indicated that they would 
never have children.  But 

the supernatural God 
is never troubled by 
natural limitations!  
What interested 
the Lord more was 

Abraham’s heart and faith.  God 
knew that Abraham wouldn’t 
merely procreate, but that he 
would train his children in the 
ways of the Lord. 

“For I have known him, in order 
that he may command his children 
and his household after him, that 
they keep the way of the Lord, to 
do righteousness and justice, that 
the Lord may bring to Abraham 
what He has spoken to him” 
(Genesis 18:19). 

What we see in Scripture is a 
very proactive, strategic, consistent 
pattern.  To fail to impart wisdom 
and values to children is a form of 
neglect, if not abuse.  Too many 
children today are left to fend for 
themselves by absent or absent-
minded parents. I hear many GenX 
or Boomer parents grousing about 
“these kids today” and wonder, 
“Who do you think raised them?”  

However, there is still time to 
impart wisdom to our children, 
even when they are grown.  My 
dad is fond of saying, “Love is the 
bridge across which truth travels.”  

Likewise, our motive as parents 
for disciplining and training our 
children is rooted in love.  A fully-
orbed program of discipline, 
therefore, doesn’t just include 
lectures or punishment, but must 
include consistent love, patience, 
kindness, demonstration, and 
encouragement.  

GATEKEEPERS
It also means that we as parents 

stay very informed concerning 
the other forces in the world 

seeking to influence our children 
and grandchildren.  If you are 
worried about exercising “too 
much” influence over your kids, 
you can be assured that there is a 
multi-billion dollar entertainment 
and advertising industry eager 
to fill the void with them.  There 
is an education system shaped 
by secular humanism plotting to 
“shipwreck” whatever teaching 
they’ve gotten from you or 
from your church and replace 
it with godless fallacies that 
exalt wayward living. (Thank 
God for many wonderful and 
conscientious teachers who still 
swim against the tide to teach 
truth in love.)

Parents today have some 
unique challenges compared to 
earlier days.  For example, outside 
influences now tend to be more 
hostile to biblical family norms 
than they were just a few short 
decades ago.  Furthermore, these 
influences have infinitely more 
gateways into your home via 
internet, social media, cell phone, 
television, gaming, Netflix, Hulu, 
YouTube, Pandora, radio, books, 
or other portals.  Communication 
tools can be very valuable or very 
destructive, depending upon the 
content as well as the discernment 
of the person using them.

Plus, we’ve seen that even 
“G” rated entertainment can 
now feature destructive ideas 
concerning the occult, false 
religion, socialism, humanism, or 
New Age thought. History and 

moral norms are literally 
being revised and re-written. 

Millions of kids have been 
indoctrinated by seemingly 
innocent programs, curricula, 
films, books, and games.

How pro-active are you as 
a “gatekeeper” in your home?  



UNSHAKEN  / 13

What safety measures do you 
use to protect your kids from evil 
influences?  Unless you live out on 
a rural farm or in Mayberry, USA, 
you probably lock your doors at 
night.  But do you guard the other 
portals into your home?

One of the best ways to protect 
your kids against evil influence is to 
inoculate them with good, godly 
spiritual influence.  People are 
less prone to desire or be fooled 
by counterfeits when they have 
received and tasted of that which is 
genuine.  

The Apostle Paul understood 
that families face challenges in 
raising godly children while being 
surrounded with an unbelieving 
world.  He put it this way to the 
Christians in Ephesus: 

“‘Awake, you who sleep, arise 
from the dead, and Christ will give 
you light.’ See then that you walk 
circumspectly, not as fools but as 
wise, redeeming the time, because 
the days are evil.

Therefore do not be unwise, but 
understand what the will of the 
Lord is. And do not be drunk with 
wine, in which is dissipation; but 
be filled with the Spirit, speaking to 
one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to 
the Lord, giving thanks always for 
all things to God the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
submitting to one another in the 
fear of God” (Ephesians 5:14-21).

Families need the Holy Spirit 
together.  We need His presence, 
guidance, and power.  Paul says, 
“Be filled with the Spirit.”  The 
actual original language of this 
passage means, “STAY filled.”  
How?  In “speaking to one another” 
the Word of God, singing together, 

both hymns and in the Spirit.  Also, 
cultivating a constant attitude of 
gratitude to God, with grace and 
humility towards  one another. I’ve 
found that the more I walk in the 
Spirit, the better able I am to walk 
with my family and loved ones.  
And, the less I am prone to desire 
things that lead to death.

We live in a 24/7/365 world, so 
“a few minutes of Jesus” once a 
week isn’t going to cut it for your 
kids.  Scripture says that His Word 
must be a constant presence for 
us in our homes and along the 
way of life: 

“These words which I command 
you today shall be in your 
heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and 
shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house, when you walk by the 
way, when you lie down, and when 
you rise up.  You shall bind them 
as a sign on your hand, and they 
shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes. You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on 
your gates” (Deuteronomy 6:6-9).

MEDITATE ON THESE 
THINGS

Read the Scriptures together 
in your home.  Find a good 
family Bible study resource.  Pray 
together.  Take a walk together.  
Attend church and worship 
together. Watch uplifting films 
together.  Discuss what you see 
and hear.  Shape your kids’ tastes 
musically and in other realms of 
entertainment.  Don’t just say, 
“Turn that music down!” Discuss 
together what that music is saying.  
Remember, it’s not only the lyrics, 
but it’s the spirit of the music and 
the lifestyles of those singing it. 
What spirit and values do you want 
imparted to your kids? 

It might be really funny or cute 
to watch your four-year-old 
daughter dance around and shake 
her backside to a Beyonce’ song, 
but is that really what to put into 
her spirit?  Do you want your eight-
year-old son watching sexually 
suggestive videos or playing 
senselessly violent games?  The 
time to shape their “appetites” is 
now, not later. 

The young Christians in the 
city of Philippi were very dear to 
Paul. He invested so much of his 
life and heart there.  But he was 
confident enough in what God 
had done among them that he 
could write this: 

“Whatever things are true, 
whatever things are noble, 
whatever things are just, whatever 
things are pure, whatever things 
are lovely, whatever things are 
of good report, if there is any 
virtue and if there is anything 
praiseworthy—meditate on these 
things. The things which you 
learned and received and heard 
and saw in me, these do, and the 
God of peace will be with you” 
(Philippians 4:8-9).

Finally, remember this: the Lord 
is with you. He gave your children 
to you and He will help you to raise 
them. Our friend Charlotte Parker 
says, “The Holy Spirit helps us pray 
for our children.” What a wonderful 
and comforting truth. The Lord 
promises, “I will contend with him 
who contends with you, and I will 
save your children” (Isaiah 49:25).

STEPHEN SIMPSON is the Editor of 
One-to-One Magazine and the President 
of CSM.  For information on speaking 
availability, please call (251) 633-7900 or 
e-mail onetreesteve@bellsouth.net.   



14 / ONE-TO-ONE®  SPRING 2016

Project Orange 
Raising awareness about 
the persecuted Church

Many of us have been wearing orange wrist bands that 

say “Embracing the Truth with Our Lives”.  Those simple 

words are our mission here at CSM, and the band serves as 

a constant reminder of our brothers and sisters around the 

world who are being persecuted for their faith.

Wherever we go, people ask us about it, and we’ve 

gotten a tremendous amount of positive feedback about 

it.  We use the color orange because so many Christians 

have been placed into prison orange jumpsuits by ISIS 

before being brutally murdered on-camera.  For us, 

wearing orange is a way to identify ourselves directly with 

those heroes, to remember to pray for them, and to be 

challenged to live as boldly for the Lord as they do.

In addition to the wrist bands, CSM has produced 

and distributed hundreds of orange t-shirts with this 

same message.  Again, it has sparked great interest out 

in communities across the United States.  Our goal is 

not to promote a great marketing gimmick, but to raise 

awareness of this most critical issue.  We call this effort 

“Project Orange”.

Due to demand, we are going to be producing more 

wristbands and shirts with new designs.  Be watching our 

website and store for more details! Shirts and wristbands 

are available now for you, your church, your business, 

or your family.  You can also “like” our Charles Simpson 

Ministries Facebook Page or follow us on Twitter @

CSMinPublishing.

The Lord tells us, “Remember the prisoners as if chained 

with them—those who are mistreated—since you 

yourselves are in the body also” (Hebrews 13:3). 

#ProjectOrange is just one way we can do this and 

encourage others to do so also.  A portion of our sales 

revenue is being donated to missionaries and groups that 

support persecuted Christians.

CHARLES SIMPSON is Editor-in-
Chief of One-to-One Magazine. He 
ministers extensively throughout 
the United States and among the 
nations. In 2015, he celebrated 60 
years of ministry.

Outreach

Continued from “Unshaken” page 7

The prophets?  Apostles?  Jesus 
Himself?  If Christ is indeed in us, 
will we not be unshakeable?

Too many houses are built 
on shifting sand, waiting for 
some unseen storm to test their 
foundation.  This was Jesus’ concern 
as told in Matthew 7:24-28.  The 
religions and political house of 
Israel was blown away by the 
Roman invasion in 70 A.D.  Many 
other seemingly mighty nations 
have fallen since. The USSR was 
blown away in 1992.  The litany 
is long.  Sadly, each day, so many 
lives, families, businesses, churches, 
and nations are being blown away.  
That need not happen: we can be 
unshakeable.  My goal is to stand 
with you and equip and strengthen 
believers for these times and the 
times ahead.

Bear in mind that movements 
come and go.  Things are always 
changing, especially during this 
time in history.  But our focus here 
is producing people, disciples of 
Jesus who are unshakeable.

We deeply appreciate you and 
pray for you.  Would you share this 
article with others, especially young 
people?  When you do, you become 
part of that wonderful equipping 
and discipling process given to us 
by Jesus! 
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New Audio 
Resources

$8ea

CALL: (888) 811-2CSM, OR VISIT: CSMPUBLISHING.ORG

DRAWN FROM THE WATER
Charles Simpson

What led one of the greatest heroes of all time from 
obscurity to greatness? Charles teaches why we 
need to encounter the Lord in order to see beyond 
incomprehensible seasons of disappointment. It 
begins with an amazing rescue and concludes with 
three very valuable lessons for all of us. (CD198)C H A R L E S  S I M P S O N

GREATNESS COMES FROM SMALL BEGINNINGS

C H A R L E S  S I M P S O N

GREATNESS COMES FROM SMALL BEGINNINGS THE LORD OUR PROVIDER
Stephen Simpson

“My God shall supply all your need according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19). 
How does this promise apply to you during these 
challenging and tense times in which we live? 
Stephen shares how to win over worry, and the 
role of thanksgiving and praise in spiritual victory. 
(SS016)
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CALL: (888) 811-2CSM, OR VISIT: CSMPUBLISHING.ORG
Great Resources and Gifts to Encourage, Inspire, and Activate you in your Faith-Walk

QUESTIONS 
AND KEYS
TO ADVANCE
A NEW AUDIO MESSAGE 
BY CHARLES SIMPSON

CD197
Plus $4 shipping and handling
Also available as a download $6 

There are times when a question can be more pow-
erful than the answer! Questions can cause us to 
evaluate who and where we really are. Jesus often 
used questions to get his hearers to see the answer 
for themselves. Most of us want to get beyond where 
we are; this encouraging message is designed to 
help us do that.  Charles poses 7 questions that can 
help us evaluate where we are and where we are 
going. He also shares 8 keys to move forward. 
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