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They were marched forcefully 
to the water’s edge by 
masked terrorists.  As these 

prisoners knelt in their distinctive 
orange jumpsuits, awaiting the savage 
sword of execution, the last word 
from their lips was, “Jesus”. This is a 
scene being repeated with startling 
frequency across the Middle East and 
northern Africa in 2015...100 years 
after the genocide of the Armenians 
by the Ottomans, and 70 years after 
another genocide swept through 
northern Europe, animated by the 
demonic spirit of Nazism.  

The cry in the subsequent 
years was, “Never again!” Yet, sadly, 
genocide has happened and is 
happening now. There is a particular 
animus against people of Judeo-
Christian faith, which should come 
as no surprise to those of us who 
know and understand our history.  
Yet, these efforts at stifling our 
voices or stamping us out have not 
succeeded; in fact, they have only 
made our hearts more convicted and 
our voices stronger.  

We see this also from the writer 
of Hebrews, who takes note of some 
of the heroes of the faith, who: 

“...were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance, that they might obtain 
a better resurrection. Still others had 
trial of mockings and scourgings, 
yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 
They were stoned, they were sawn 
in two, were tempted, were slain 
with the sword. They wandered 
about in sheepskins and goatskins, 

being destitute, 
afflicted, 
tormented—of whom the 
world was not worthy. They 
wandered in deserts and mountains, 
in dens and caves of the earth. And 
all these, having obtained a good 
testimony through faith, did not 
receive the promise, God having 
provided something better for us, 
that they should not be made perfect 
apart from us” (Hebrews 11:35-40).

The Old Testament heroes 
did not receive the full reward of 
their faith until they stepped into 
eternity. The New Testament heroes 
received Jesus, but their efforts 
remained incomplete apart from 
the generations to follow, including 
ours. They were willing to embrace 
suffering so that others might 
receive the blessing of knowing 
Jesus and receiving His salvation. 

As noted earlier, our world today 
is graced by many courageous 
believers who share that same heart 
and mission. God Himself only 
knows all the names of those who 
have given their lives so that others 
might hear the Gospel; who refused 
to deny Jesus, even at the threat of 
torture or death.  

However, this is a reality that 
very few in the Western Church 
have had to face.  Yet. There are 
increasing signs that the official 
climate is becoming more poisoned 
against authentic Christ-followers 
here in America and in Europe.  
Should challenges to our faith come, 

The Church 
Victorious

From the Editor

are we willing 
and able to stand for 

what we believe and in 
Whom we believe?
Author Nik Ripken has 

written the must-read books, The 
Insanity of God and The Insanity 
of Obedience.  He and his wife, 
Ruth, have traveled to more than 
70 nations where persecution is the 
norm, and interviewed hundreds 
of Christians in those nations.  
Some questions they have asked 
include why and how have these 
believers endured in such a harsh 
environment?  Why and how is 
Christianity actually spreading 
and strengthening in many of  
these places?  What Nik and Ruth 
discovered almost universally among 
these believers is an understanding 
that persecution for faith is part of 
the normal Christian life.  Though 
believers did not seek to be 
persecuted or martyred, they do see 
persecution for faith as an honor and 
privilege should it come to them.

As the Ripkens note, perhaps 
the question should not be, “Why 
are Christians being persecuted in 
those nations,” but rather, “Why are 
we not being persecuted here?”  
Of course, we are not seeking out 
persecution, nor do we want to be 
killed or see our children killed. But, 
are we willing to prepare and to live 
our lives for Jesus in such a way that 
if it were ever outlawed, it would not 
stop us from serving the Lord?  We 

 
Responding to the worldwide 
persecution of Christians
by Stephen Simpson
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Keynote

As we celebrate 60 years of ministry, 
we look ahead to the future!

embracing          the   

truth
with     o u r 

l i ves 
For this special 

issue of 

One-to-One, 

we’re doing a few 

things differently.  

I was asked by 

our staff to write 

a brief summary 

of my 60 years 

in ministry and 

comment on 

our mission.  

Summarizing 60 

years is difficult, 

but I do want to 

get to the theme 

of this article 

because it will be 

our focus in the 

years ahead.

BY CHARLES SIMPSON

My life has been greatly 
influenced by my parents, who 
were missionaries among the 
French-speaking people in the 
south Louisiana bayous during 
the 1930s.  What I learned about 
the Lord, faith, and perseverance, 
came from them. My earliest 
memories are of south Louisiana 
swamps, hard working people 
during the Great Depression who 
took survival seriously but not 
themselves.
     In 1942, we moved to south 

Alabama where my parents remained and my father pastored 
for the next 35 years.  It was a rural, farming area where I learned 
to work hard and gained many practical lessons.  Dad and mom 
believed that work was good and I got my first job at the age of 9.

Rev. Vernon Simpson with his children, 

Riley, Charles, Carolyn, and his wife, Genoa



  I met the Lord when I 
was 14, after hearing an 
evangelist preach on hell 
like he had just returned 
from there.  I soon began 
to share my faith and see 
others come to Christ.  But 
two things happened that 
eroded my commitment; 
one was a gradual growing 
involvement in the culture, 
and the other was a fear 
that the life I had given to 
Christ might actually be 
required.  
     A two-year battle 
with myself and with the 
Lord convinced me, in 
some frightening ways, 
that I was dealing with a 
Sovereign God Who cared 
little for what I wanted.  I 
was not only called, I was 
threatened!  I decided to 
respond to the call of Christ 
when I was 18.  Though I did 
respond and was licensed 

to preach, I was reluctant.  I 
took up boxing in college, but 
before I had my first official 
fight, I was asked to speak at a 
mission the very night of my 
first fight.  I could not believe 
that it was a coincidence, so 
I began to preach.  My first 
message was to a small group 
in what had been a bar.
     Soon I was being invited 
to speak at youth meetings, 
churches, and then became an 
interim pastor at age twenty.    
I continued to commute 
to college a hundred miles 
away and in my junior year, I 
became the senior pastor of 
that church.  
     In 1959, I graduated from 
college and then got married 

to Carolyn Dix in 
1960.  She was a 
great gift to me for 
the next 47-and-a-
half years, before 

she went home to be with the 
Lord in 2008.
     We both began to commute 
to seminary from 1960-
1963.  Meanwhile, the church 
grew almost ten-fold.  After 
six years of commuting, 
pastoring, and studying, the 
pace finally took a toll on me, 
and in 1963, I dropped out of 
seminary. 
     My plan was to simply focus 
on the church with hard work 
and to teach the Scriptures.  
But it wasn’t long before I 
began to realize my personal 
limitations.  When I preached 
from the book of Acts, I could 
clearly see that what the 
disciples produced and what 
I was producing was not the 
same kind of fruit.  
     I became interested in the 

work of the Holy Spirit, and 
in February of 1964, my friend 
Ken Sumrall testified to being 
baptized in the Holy Spirit.  I 
began attending his prayer 

meeting in Pensacola, Florida.  
I was hungry to the point 
that if the Lord did not meet 
me, I would have to quit the 
pastorate.  In April of 1964, He 
graciously baptized me in the 
Holy Spirit, resulting in new 
found peace and joy.  

A NEW CHAPTER
The first Sunday after my 

experience, I returned to the 
pulpit; I was different and the 
results were different.  People 
responded before I concluded 
the message.  Soon people 
were realizing the dramatic 
changes; some loved it and 
others were frightened by it.  
We lost half the church.  But 

beyond the losses, 
the Lord added 
to the church 
from numerous 
denominations and 

non-Christians as the power 
of the Holy Spirit became 
evident.  We became the first 
denominational Charismatic 
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Baxter, who I regard as one of 
the most eloquent ministers of 
our time.
     The five of us focused on 
building biblical foundations 
within the exploding 
Charismatic Movement.  We 
taught on Spiritual Authority, 
Worship, Deliverance, 
Prayer, the Kingdom of God, 
Discipleship, and other 
subjects often overlooked 
by a more emotionally-
driven movement.  The 
local controversy that I had 
known was dwarfed by an 
international storm.  When one 
embraces truth, consequences 
can never be calculated.  
Walking in faith does not 
preclude mistakes, and we 
made our share, but none 
of us were prepared for the 
blowback.
     I moved back to the Gulf 
Coast in 1973 to work with 
Glen Roachelle, who had begun 
a fellowship in Pascagoula, MS.  
John Duke, Terry Parker, and 
others joined us in establishing 
what eventually became 
Covenant Church of Mobile.  I 
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continued to work with the 
other teachers and leaders in 
a variety of denominational 
groups.    
     The New Wine teachers 
continued to work together 
until Derek withdrew in 1983, 
and the rest of us dissolved 
our relationship in 1986 due 
to the continued controversy.  
We did not want to continue 
the polarization nor deal with 
the tensions that were arising 
within and among our spheres 
of influence.  We had grown too 
fast to handle all of the results.
    
Continuing The Mission

 One of the byproducts of 
our efforts was the beginning 
of Integrity Media of Mobile in 
1986.  The worship music that 
it recorded and distributed 
reached millions of people.  
Michael Coleman was Integrity’s 
founder, and I was privileged to 
serve on the board.
     The book that best describes 
the journey of the New Wine 
teachers is Dr. S. David Moore’s 
book, The Shepherding Movement.

church in our area and we 
doubled our original size

Then I began to receive 
invitations to travel both 
in the United States and 
abroad.  There was a 
worldwide movement 
taking place and I was 
blessed to be a small 
part.  My denomination 
wasn’t happy about this 
movement, and so I 
spent a lot of time before 
committees.  Because of 
the growing demands, I 
invited John Duke to be 
my associate pastor.  John 
was also a Baptist pastor 
and had recently been 
baptized in the Holy Spirit 
and “released” from his 
congregation.

     I met a lot of other 
ministers who were 
involved in the renewal, 
among them Derek Prince, 
Bob Mumford, and Don 
Basham.  I came to highly 
regard them and we were 
invited to help create a 
magazine called New Wine.  
In addition to that ministry, 
we began a TV station and 
other outreaches.  In 1971, I 
moved to Fort Lauderdale to 
join the other teachers.  In 
1974, we were joined by Ern 

Ern Baxter, Derek Prince, Charles Simpson, Don Basham, and Bob Mumford



     The Great Commission 
did not begin or end with 
any of us.  It has been there 
since Jesus spoke it and will 
be until He returns.  Our 
task in our time remains 
and we are still commanded 
to make disciples of all that 
He taught.  The means to 
accomplish our mission has 
changed dramatically with 
technology and travel, but 
the mission is the same.
     When we embrace the 
truth as we understand it, 
there is always more truth 
to come because we are 
embracing the One Who is 
the Truth; as we follow Him, 
He reveals more and more of 
Himself to us.  

The apostle Paul wrote in 
First Corinthians 16:9 that 
there were open doors and 
many adversaries.  Open 
doors and adversaries go 

hand-in-hand.  Adversaries 
range from mere opposition 
to brutal savagery.  Yet 
many in the Western World 
and in the Church remain 
naïve and uninvolved in the 
spiritual war that is raging.  
Let me list some of the 
adversaries: 

• First of all, the battle is 
spiritual; we battle evil 

forces (see Ephesians 6:12).
•Our greatest battle is within 
ourselves; we battle ourselves 
(see Romans 7).
•Secularism is a militant 
opponent that has gained 
power in the Western World.
• Militant Islam is another 
opponent.  So many in the 
West remain ignorant and 
naïve as to the aims of savage, 
fundamental Islamists. 

The question is, can we 
fully embrace God’s truth 
with the understanding that 
we must lay down our lives?  
Can we move from a culture 
of indifference to a place of 
apostolic commitment?  

Jesus was clear in His 
invitation to disciples, “If any 
man will come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up 
his cross and follow Me.”  (Luke 
9:23)  So to be true disciples 
we must heed what Jesus said 
without knowing all that it 
may require. Romans chapter 
8 gives us further counsel; our 
call is to be led by the Holy 
Spirit.  The Holy Spirit will help 
us in prayer and obedience, 
knowing that nothing can 
separate us from the love of 
God.  We are not given a map; 
we are given a Guide, and the 
Word of God.

We can expect tribulation. 
Jesus was clear about that as 
well (see John 16:33). His peace 
passes our understanding 
of the way things appear.  
Our trust is not in our 
understanding, it is in Him. 
It is through Him that we 
overcome and we will (see 
Romans 8:31).
     People love formulas:  “Do 
this and get that.”  I have not 
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found formulas to work for me.  
When I was ordained, I was 
given a Bible, and my father 
pointed to the Timothy letters 
for sound advice for leading a 
church.  Specifically I was told 
that no matter the environment, 
“PREACH THE WORD IN SEASON 
AND OUT OF SEASON”  (Second 
Timothy 4:2).  I lay no claim to 
achievement or to an error-free 
life, but my aim remains the 
same:  to be a good steward of 
that sacred trust handed to me 
by those who gave their lives to 
pass it on.  This one thing I have 
learned, and I pray to pass on. 
God honors His Word.

    

Whatever honor I have received 
for simply surviving 60 years 
in ministry is due to my Dad’s 
advice.  It has humbled me in 
my best days and carried me in 
my worst days.  I love and honor 
God and His Word.  Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but His 
Word shall stand (see Matthew 
24:35)!  Jesus, the Living Word, 
is the Truth, and our call is to 
embrace Him with our lives.  
That is all that we can actually 
give, but that will be enough. 

CHARLES SIMPSON is Editor-in-
Chief of One-to-One Magazine. He 
ministers extensively throughout 
the United States and among the 
nations.

With Michael Coleman

With Bishop Joseph Garlington



Alabama
COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt Rd. 
Mobile, AL 36695 
Keith Currie, Pastor
Ph: (251) 639-9020
covenantmobile.com

California
SADDLEBACK COVENANT 
CHURCH
23401 Madero, Ste. A
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Kevin Davenport, Pastor 
Ph: (949) 770-0291 
E: info@saddlebackcovenant.com  
saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B
El Cajon, CA 92020 
Mark Hoffman & David Hoffman,
Co-Pastors;  Ph: (619) 442-7728 
foothillschurch.org

Connecticut
ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
P.O. Box 108, 980 Main St. 
Willimantic, CT 06226 
Kevin White, Pastor 
Ph: (860) 456-2522 
E: alccwilli@hotmail.com
facebook.com/alccwilli

STANLEY MEMORIAL
FOUNTAIN OF LIFE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
639 East St. 
New Britain, CT 06051
Ronald F. Brackett, Pastor
Ph: (860) 229-2083 

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP 
122 Colman St.
New London, CT 06320  
Samuel Spatafore, Pastor
Ph: (860) 447-3757 
tolcf.org

Florida
GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP
2960 Plummer Cove Rd.
Jacksonville, FL, 32223 
Rocky Morris, Pastor 
Ph: (904) 288-8808 
E: hallelujah@bellsouth.net
gracechapeljax.com
      
COVENANT COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
1007 Gospel Rd. 
Ft.  Walton Beach, FL 32547
Jim Grabo, Pastor
Ph: (850) 863-1323
E: admin@covenant.gccoxmail.com 
cccfwb.com 

Georgia
COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
1945 Lawrenceville-Suwanne Road
Lawrenceville, GA 30043 
Chris Hyatt, Pastor
Ph:(678) 224-8911
covenantlifeonline.org

BOY WITH A BALL
P.O. Box 748 Buford, GA 30515 
Ph: (404) 399-7654
boywithaball.com

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH
111 Walthour Rd.
Savannah, GA 31410 
Douglas Patterson, Pastor 
Ph: (912) 663-3673  
E: douglas_patterson@att.net

Illinois
FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH 
2 S 361 Glen Park Rd., 
Lombard, IL 60148 
Ph: (630) 627-7202  
John Cross, Pastor
E: Admin@folc.net 
www.folc.net

Iowa
RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
4855 Forest Grove Dr. 
P.O. Box 347 
Bettendorf, IA 52722 
Ph: (563) 332-9154
Jim Tully, Pastor

Kentucky
NEW LIFE CHURCH
3402 Goose Creek Rd. 
Louisville, KY, 40241
Tim Parish, Pastor
Ph: (502) 426-3132 
E: info@newlifechurch-lou.org
newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT 
CHURCH
19 Wainscott Avenue
Winchester, KY 40391  
Stephen Humble, Pastor
Ph: (859) 771-7138 
E:  Sghumble@Me.com
winchestercovenant.org 

Louisiana
OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH
P.O. Drawer H
Oberlin, LA 70655
William Currie, Pastor 
Ph: (337) 515-5802 
El: wandtfam@gmail.com 
housechurchesofLA.org

Maryland
NEW HERITAGE CHURCH
9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
Randy Reinhardt & 
Fred Lessans, Pastors 
Ph: (410) 313-9660 
E: Newheritagecommunity@gmail.com

Massachusetts
COVENANT CHURCH
9 Westminster Ave., 
Arlington, MA 02474 
Brian Emmet, Pastor 
Ph: (781) 646-9027
covmin.org

Michigan
ASSYRIAN MINISTRY    
200 S. Hooker Ave.
Three Rivers, MI 49093
John Booko, Director 
Ph: (269) 279-2672  
E: revbooko@hotmail.com

CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH  
3433 South Lincoln Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor 
Ph: (989) 773-1800  
E: Church@Centmichristianchurch.com
gocmcc.org

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH
4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy 
Lansing, MI, 48917  
Fred McGlone, Pastor 
E: office@ncccweb.org
Ph: (517) 323-8180 
ncccweb.org

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH   
2215 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing, MI, 48912  
Malcolm Magee, Pastor  
Ph: (517) 485-5483
E: office@libertycc.net  
libertycc.net

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH OF 
NORTHERN MICHIGAN
7700 W Blue Rd.
Lake City, MI 49651 
Gary Bigger & Andrew Whipple, 
Elders 
Ph: (231) 839-2244  
E: covenantlifechurch@centurytel.net
clifechurch.net

THE MASTER’S CHRISTIAN 
MINISTRIES
971 Dutton Rd.
Rochester Hills, MI, 48306 
Dr. Loren Siffring, Pastor  
Ph: (248) 930-8109  
E: lorensiffring@me.com 
masterschristianministries.com  

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH OF WEBBERVILLE  
6250 Herrington Rd. 
Webberville, MI 48892
517-468-3530
Jeff Williams, Pastor
Ph: (517) 468-3443 
E: jpmk@tds.net

AGAPE’ CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
609 Cherokee St.
Kalamazoo, MI 49006 
Ron Vestrand, Pastor 
Ph: (269) 385-5772
agapecc.com 

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 
P.O. Box 484 
Williamston, MI 48895
Bill Michell, Pastor 
Ph: (517) 618-6977 
E: wmmichell@frontier.com

Mississippi
COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH
P.O. Box 107
McComb, MS 39648 
Michael T. McCarty, Pastor 
Ph: (601) 249-4854 
E: mmccartysr@pobox.com

GRACE TEMPLE
1131 Richburg Rd.
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 264-0593 
Dwayne Higgason, Pastor  
gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
200 W. Garrard Rd.
Starkville, MS 39759 
Bill Murphy, Pastor
Ph: (662) 323-4555 
E:  nccc4555@gmail.com
newcovchurch.net

Missouri
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH 
9018 Big Bend Blvd. 
Webster Groves, MO 63119
Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor 
Ph: (314) 395-6326 
E:  secretary@ctkstl.org
ctkstl.org

Montana
MARANATHA CENTER  
105 Sand Rd
Glasgow, MT 59230
Herb Sand, Pastor
Ph: (406) 725-3293 

New Jersey
LONG BRANCH COVENANT 
CHURCH
355 Joline Ave.
Long Branch, NJ 07740  
Tony Moss, Pastor 
Ph: (732) 870-2028 
E:  info@lbcovenant.org
lbcovenant.org

New York
FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH  
117/125 Main St.
Farmingdale, NY, 11735  
John Quince, Pastor 
Ph: (516) 293-1838  
E: fccelders@aol.com
farmingdalechristianchurch.org

Find a Church
CSM’s Directory of Contributing Ministries

Would you like your 
ministry listed here? 
Contact us at (888) 811-CSM 
or visit csmpublishing.org 
for more information.
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North Carolina
BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 3178
Shelby, NC 28151
Harry J. Gregory, Sr., Sr. Elder-Apostle
Ph: (704) 481-0990 

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 
MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Rd.
Granite Falls, NC 28630
Randy Bowlin, Pastor  
Ph: (828) 396-7690 
E: cfs@conninc.com

NEW PATH CHURCH
4840 Grove Barton Rd, 
Raleigh, NC 27613 
E: info@newpathchurch.com 
Jim Sink, Pastor
Ph: (919) 417-6805
newpathchurch.com

Ohio
NEW WINE COVENANT 
COMMUNITY
1491 Polaris Pkwy Ste 214
Columbus, OH  43240-2037
Ph: (614) 554-9017
Mark Puttick, Pastor
E: immarkputtick@gmail.com
sowershome.com

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
123 South Broad Street, Suite 314
Lancaster, OH, 43130
Dennis Coll, Pastor
Ph: (740) 689-9815  
E: covenantchristian@earthlink.net
covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
925 W. Hopocan Ave.
Barberton, OH 44203 
John Akins & Joe Schoblocher, Pastors 
Ph: (330) 825-9603 
ecachurch.com

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES
1213 Taplin Ave. 
Akron, OH 44319 
John Akins, President
Ph: (330) 825-9603 

Oklahoma
ABUNDANT LIFE TABERNACLE 
P.O. Box 2661
Ada, OK 74820
Ph: (580) 332-0325
George Carson, Pastor

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
3106 N. Utah
Oklahoma City, OK  73112 
Dwight Cunkle, Pastor 
Ph: (405) 943-5939 
E: bjcunkle@aol.com

Pennsylvania
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH   
110 Hays Rd.
Upper St. Clair PA 15241
Rick Wiater, Pastor
Ph: (724) 941-9418
E: rweph210@gmail.com
goodshepherdchurchofsouthhills.org 

Quest Church
623 Highland Ave
Greensburgh, PA 15601
(724) 838-7611
questchurch-pa.org 

OUTWARD FOCUSED 
114 Carson St.
Monroeville, PA 15146
Jim Newsom, Exec. Director
Ph: (412) 856-1809 
E: nuke035878@att.net
outwardfocused.org

Tennessee
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH
1000 Woodridge Place
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
Larry Grainger, Pastor 
Ph: (615) 754-7035 
alcmtjuliet.com

Texas
CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
17000 Longenbaugh Dr.
Houston, TX  77095 
Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor  
Ph: (281) 463-6600 
E: ccc@christcov.net
christcov.net

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO
6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., #505  
Houston, TX  77041 
Manuel Montez, Pastor
Ph: (281) 859-0191 

FOUNDATION MINISTRIES
P.O. Box 291130
Kerrville, TX 78029 
Rene Brown, Director
Ph: (817) 444-6475 

EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES
5411 McPherson Rd. #84-102  
Laredo, TX 78041 
Terry Everroad, President 
Ph: (715) 635-7824  
E: terry@everroad.com

RENEW CHURCH
2270 FM 725
New Braunfels, TX 78130
Terry Knighten, Pastor
Ph: 830.625.7222 
renewchurch.tv

Virginia
INTERCESSORS FOR AMERICA
Dave Kubal, President
PO Box 915, Purcellville, VA 20134
Tel: 540-317-2070
Fax: 540-751-0984
ifapray.org 

OAKBROOK CHURCH
1700 Reston Pkwy. 
Reston, VA, 20194 
Scott Johnson, Pastor
Ph: (703) 437-4900  
E: Info@oakbrookchurch.org
oakbrookchurch.org

GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
8910 E. Pocahontas Trail #E
Willamsburg, VA  23185-3142
Thomas McCormick, Pastor
Ph: (757) 887-1100 
E: pat@groveoutreach.com
groveoutreach.com

Washington
IMPACT CHURCH
611 Fawcett, Tacoma WA 98492
Contact: Gregory Mira
Ph: (916) 474-4985

YADA 
c/o Bradley Stuart
4103 W Peninsula Drive, 
Moses Lake, WA 98837
Ph: (509) 989-4900
E: yadaoffice@gmail.com
yadainternational.com
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Find a Church
CSM’s Directory of Contributing Ministries

 

June 7-14  • Elmira, NY
John McConnell / 607.732.6580

June 19-21 • New Braunfels, TX
Dr. Terry Knighten / 830.625.7222

July 1-9 • San Jose, Costa Rica
Hugo Zelaya

September 12-13 • Hattiesburg, MS
Dwayne Higgason / 601.264.0593

October 2-4 • Lawrenceville, GA
 (Atlanta area)

Chris Hyatt  / 678.442.1006

If you would like Charles Simpson 
to minister in your area, visit 

csmpublishing.org or call 251.633.7900  

Charles Simpson 
    Ministry Itinerary

csmpublishing.org

the 
     ALL 
NEW
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Familygram In 1955, Dwight 
Eisenhower was 
still in his first 

term as President of 
the United States.  
Winston Churchill 
was nearing the end 
of his final tenure as 
Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom.  The 
Brooklyn Dodgers 
were the World Series 
Champions and “The 
Mickey Mouse Club” 
reigned on television.  
Elvis Presley had not 
yet emerged on the 
national music scene.  

And, an 18-year-old Charles 

Simpson was seeking God about 

what to do with his life.  

Having recently re-dedicated 

his heart to Jesus Christ, he faced 

an unusual dilemma:  to be a 

boxer in college or accept the 

opportunity to minister in a small 

mission group.  

A series of events convicted his 

heart and mind that he was being 

called to serve the Lord wherever  by Stephen Simpson

60Celebrating 60 years of ministry

“Brother      		
	    Charles”
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the Lord would lead him. He was 

soon ordained into Gospel ministry, 

not realizing that 60 years later, he 

would still be answering God’s call.  

By 1957, he was invited to become 

pastor at Bay View Heights, a 

small, struggling Southern Baptist 

Church in Mobile, Alabama. Charles 

Simpson was 20 years old.  He told 

the deacons, “If they had been a 

better church, they would have 

had a better pastor, and if I had 

been a better pastor, I would have 

had a better church.  And, if they 

wouldn’t tell, I wouldn’t tell.”  Still, 

with fervent prayer, leadership from 

the Lord, and wise counsel from his 

father and other mentors, he began 

to see positive change happening 

in the church and surrounding 

neighborhoods.  

LOVE AND MARRIAGE

The next year brought one of 

the most significant and happy 

changes in his life and ministry; he 

began to court Carolyn Dix (who 

was, unbeknownst to both of them 

at first, the daughter of one of his 

father’s closest college buddies). God 

Sovereignly brought the relationship 

about when Charles was conducting 

a series of revival meetings and 

needed a piano player.  A friend 

recommended Carolyn, who was a 

multi-instrumentalist; not only were 

the revival meetings a blessing, but a 

true love relationship was born.

Charles and Carolyn were married 

in 1960, and all seemed well ... a new 

marriage, a growing church, and 

years of attending seminary together.   

I was born in 1963, and we had a 

happy home.  

Though the church was growing 

and more opportunities for ministry 

were coming, “Brother Charles”, as 

he came to be known, was becoming 

increasingly hungry spiritually, and 

feeling a sense of burn-out from 

intense activity and from deep 

concerns over where society was 

heading.  

When his close friend, Rev. Ken 

Sumrall, experienced a baptism in 

the Holy Spirit, my Dad wanted to 

know more. He traveled to Brother 

Ken’s church in Pensacola, FL, which 

was just a small storefront place in a 

rough part of town.  Dad knew that 

his friend had become controversial.  

Brother Ken had been kicked out of 

his large and thriving Baptist church 

following his infilling with the Spirit, 

and was considered by some to be 

a “holy roller”.  However, Dad’s own 

hunger for the Lord—and his trust 

in Brother Ken’s sincere and well-

grounded love of the Bible—caused 

him to make the long drive to see 

what was happening.

FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT

There, in that decidedly non-

glamorous and seemingly 

unpromising location, my Dad had 

his own powerful encounter with 

God, being baptized in the Holy Spirit 

during a prayer meeting.  Though he 

did not “advertise” his experience, it 

immediately affected his preaching 

and ministry.  Soon, many people 

in his church were repenting and 

coming to Christ and experiencing 

renewal in their lives. 

 A genuine revival broke out at Bay 

View, as people from all races and 

walks of life, and even many nations, 

traveled to be a part of something 

amazing that God was doing there.   

The church grew rapidly, and was part 

of many missions around the world.  

  Bay View became a leadership 

and revival training center, and the 

sparks from that spiritual fire went 

everywhere.  

Groups and denominations that 

my Dad had once criticized were 

among the first to open their arms 

to him and invite him to come and 

share what God had done in his 

life. My dad said he had to humble 

himself before God and these 

brothers and sisters, to repent of 

some of his previous attitudes.  

Genuine love and reconciliation 

followed.  Soon, revival was breaking 

out among those churches and 

denominations as others, filled with 

the Holy Spirit, began gathering 

together, encouraging one another, 

preaching the Gospel, and seeing 

amazing signs following.  

Without realizing or intending it, 

my Dad was becoming a pioneer in 

one of the great revivals in history.  

What had once been considered 

a backwoods or fringe movement 

was blossoming into what became 

known as the Charismatic Renewal 

worldwide.  Hundreds of millions 

of people in every part of the world 

have now shared these experiences 

in the past fifty years.

NEW WINE

In the late 1960s, he began 

ministering in conferences and 

with Ken Sumrall 
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seminars for a 

group called 

the Holy Spirit 

Teaching Mission, 

based in southern 

Florida. That 

group launched 

a Bible teaching 

magazine in 1969, 

called New Wine. 

  My dad was invited to be 

part of the very first group of 

monthly writers and contributors 

to the magazine, along with a 

very diverse group of other Bible 

teachers, including Don Basham, 

Bob Mumford, and Derek Prince.  

The magazine quickly exploded in 

numbers of readers and in influence.  

However, one of the leaders 

of the publishing ministry was 

discovered to be living a double life 

of sin and deception.  Don Basham, 

Bob Mumford, Derek Prince, and 

my dad were asked to come into 

the situation to speak the truth in 

love and to seek repentance and 

restoration.  Though that  man 

refused their counsel, and was 

subsequently dismissed, each of 

these brothers recognized together 

the great need in the Charismatic 

Renewal for genuine community, 

accountability, and walking in the 

light.  They had witnessed too many 

other situations of leaders and 

believers falling into terrible traps.  

As brothers, friends, and 

colleagues, they prayed and sought 

God together and made a simple 

commitment to one another to 

walk in covenant love and truth.  

Little did any of them know what 

would emerge from this prayerful 

agreement. 

Over the next few months, in 

speaking ministry, and in their 

writing, word began to spread of 

their committed relationship to one 

another, and the need they saw for 

this kind of loving accountability 

before God.  The response globally 

was stunning.  Tens of thousands 

of people sought these men out, 

seeking similar relationships and 

spiritual community.  Hundreds of 

churches were born and there arose 

an increased need for teaching, 

discipleship, and pastoral care.    

Many young believers coming out of 

the “Jesus Movement” of the 1960s 

and early 1970s were looking for 

structure and basic life teaching, and 

gravitated to the ministries they saw 

emerging via New Wine. The rate of 

growth was dizzying.

During this season of life, 

both my sister and brother were 

born, delighting my parents, and 

providing me with two lifelong 

best friends.  Our family continued 

to grow together.  When Dad 

had to travel, Mom was a rock at 

home.  When Dad was home, he 

always made sure to make times 

with us a priority, including regular 

prayer and Bible study together, as 

well as lots of games and fun.

THY KINGDOM COME

After a brief season of living in 

southern Florida, our family moved 

back to the central Gulf Coast in 

1973.  Dad had been meeting with 

regional leaders and friends to pray 

and seek God together.  During one 

such time, Dad began to say the 

Lord’s Prayer and when he came to 

“Thy Kingdom come,” he could not 

go any further.  The anointing of 

the Holy Spirit fell in a very tangible 

way.  These brothers began to 

weep, worship, and shout together 

as the Lord’s purpose became 

clear: the Kingdom was not only for 

Heaven later, but the Father’s desire 

was for His Kingdom to be revealed 

on earth now.  

Along with these other area 

leaders, Dad founded Gulf Coast 

Fellowship (later to become 

Covenant Church of Mobile) in 

August of that year, and became the 

Senior Pastor.  

In 1975, 5,000 pastors spiritually 

related to the New Wine brothers, 

who now included Ern Baxter, 

gathered in Kansas City.  The World 

Christian Encyclopedia estimated 

that more than 100,000 Christians 

were now connected. 

This growth and growing 

influence caused controversy 

and consternation among some 

Charismatic and Evangelical 

authorities, pundits, and clergy, on 

a national scale, and even locally 

along the Gulf Coast. Certain 

practices and extremes not taught 

by New Wine, but nonetheless 

attributed to the teachers, caused 

confusion and grief among some 

Christians who were part of 

churches who claimed allegiance 

Bob Mumford, Charles Simpson, 
Ern Baxter, and Don Basham
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to the movement, as well as other 

onlookers.

One popular flamboyant 

televangelist went on air, without 

personally talking with or verifying 

his rumors with the New Wine 

teachers, to excoriate them and to 

“ban” all of their publications and 

recordings from his network.  He was 

followed by others who parroted that 

method and narrative, which spread 

like feathers in the wind.  Attempts 

at reconciliation proved difficult.  

Some notable ministries blacklisted 

the New Wine teachers and worked 

hard at disseminating negative 

stories.  The New Wine brothers 

continued to reach out to these 

ministries, which eventually began 

to open new doors for fellowship 

and cooperative ministry.

Plans proceeded for a larger 

Charismatic gathering in Kansas 

City in 1977 at Arrowhead Stadium.  

Approximately 50,000 Christians 

came from across North America 

and the globe to worship Jesus 

together.  During the days, breakout 

sessions were held; the “Shepherding 

Movement” meetings in Kemper 

Arena drew 9,000 people and 

featured Charles Simpson and other 

New Wine teachers and guests.  

Charles Simpson also moderated 

one of the evening gatherings at 

Arrowhead, which featured his great 

friend, Pastor Larry Christenson 

from the Lutheran Renewal, and 

then-President Jimmy Carter’s sister, 

Evangelist Ruth Carter Stapleton. 

OPPORTUNITIES AND OPPOSITION

Just after the Kansas City 

conference, Charles Simpson and 

the Shepherding leaders took a 

spiritual pilgrimage together to 

Belgium, where they were joined 

by Catholic Cardinal Leon Joseph 

Seunens, and then traveled on 

as a team to Rome and then to 

Jerusalem.  Key ecumenical leaders 

from across the Charismatic Renewal 

were part of this pilgrimage as well.  

My dad and his dad, Rev. 

Vernon Simpson, launched the 

FATHERGRAM publication, which 

was aimed at encouraging and 

equipping dads according to 

practical, biblical principles.  This 

newsletter gained wide readership, 

both as a stand-alone publication, 

and as a department in New Wine. 

Back in Mobile, Gulf Coast 

Fellowship experienced continued 

growth and renewal, while we 

also battled spiritual opposition 

and controversy. Our family home 

was repeatedly attacked, including 

three crosses being burned in 

our front yard. While that was 

personally painful for my dad, it only 

strengthened his resolve to seek 

God through prayer and Scripture, 

to deepen his relationships with our 

family and with his ministry allies, 

and to further dedicate himself to 

ministry and mission.

In 1978, New Wine moved its 

offices to Mobile, and coordinated 

with Gulf Coast Fellowship.  The 

focus of Charles Simpson’s ministry 

continued to be on the mission of 

the Gospel and disciple-making, 

as well as strengthening families, 

encouraging men to step up in the 

Lord, the importance of leading a 

lifestyle of prayer and worship, and 

leadership development.  By the early 

1980s, the church had purchased 

land in west Mobile, and had been 

re-named Covenant Church of 

Mobile.  New Wine and its parent 

company, Integrity Communications, 

moved to that location as well.  

The President of Integrity 

Communications, Michael 

Coleman, had a strong background 

in administration, and also in 

music.  As he and the New Wine 

staff read letters from readers, 

and subsequently confirmed via 

surveys, there was a great hunger for 

anointed worship music.  Out of this 

came the development of Integrity’s 

Hosanna Music (which eventually 

became Integrity Media, the world’s 

largest privately held praise and 

worship music company).  

By this time, there was a plethora 

of Charismatic teaching publications 

available, and many new publishing 

ministries had arisen.  The New Wine 

brothers were now living in different 

locations across the United States, 

with varying emphases, and some 

felt that their formal association 

should be dissolved; that eventually 

happened in 1986.  

Costs to maintain and mail 

New Wine were growing beyond 

a sustainable level, and the 

relational association that had long 

empowered it was no longer existing 

in the same way that it had.  And 

so, at the end of 1986, New Wine 

ceased publication.  The related 

Charles Simpson with Rev. Larry 
Cristenson in 1977, at Arrowhead 

Stadium, Kansas City

Speaking with Cardinal Seunens 
and Don Basham
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teachers agreed to launch their own 

individual ministries closer to their 

own homes.  

ONE-TO-ONE

However, there were still New 

Wine-related costs to pay and 

subscriptions to fulfill.  A new kind 

of magazine was needed to fill the 

void.  Prayers and plans began for 

this new publication.  By early 1987, 

Integrity Communications became 

Charles Simpson Ministries.  The 

growing music division was sold 

to Michael Coleman and partners, 

and it was named Integrity Music.  

Charles Simpson Ministries (CSM) 

launched Christian Conquest 

Magazine, which provided Bible 

teaching and ministry news.  The 

magazine went on to win awards for 

publishing excellence and gained 

new audiences around the world, 

before being re-named One-to-One 

to better reflect our mission.

In 1987, Charles Simpson also 

began personally writing a monthly 

Pastoral Letter to communicate what 

the Lord was showing to him and 

to encourage his friends in ministry.  

This letter has become our most 

effective and sought-after resource, 

and, like New Wine and One-To-

One, the archives are available online 

via csmpublishing.org.

One of the most notable 

characteristics of my dad is his 

generosity. In addition to him giving 

personally out of his own pocket to 

bless and sustain countless numbers 

of folks in need, he opened up our 

home for folks to live and stay with 

us. He has made giving a hallmark of 

CSM as well.  

Upon the sale of CSM’s worship 

music division, he and our CSM 

Board made a decision to give 

the vast majority of the proceeds 

to support Covenant Church of 

Mobile in its mission. Over the next 

seven years, CSM gave $750,000 

as a gift to Covenant Church. In 

addition, since 1975, CSM has given  

more than $950,000 to support 

our partner Spanish-language 

publication, Conquista Cristiana, 

under the directorship of Pastor 

Hugo Zelaya, and hundreds of 

thousands more to support orphans, 

widows, and those in prison around 

the world. 

For many years, CSM was the 

home of International Outreach 

Ministries, founded by Paul Petrie 

and subsequently led by Gary 

Henley. IOM continues its ministry 

today under the leadership of 

Michael McCarty, serving more than 

100 missionaries globally.

The late 1980s and early 1990s 

saw Charles Simpson and our 

team developing a comprehensive, 

systematic Bible study curriculum, 

The Covenant & the Kingdom, 

which provided detailed history of 

God’s dealings with mankind and 

His ongoing Sovereign purpose for 

the future.  This resource has been 

published in Russian, Mandarin 

Chinese, Telegu (India), and Slovak, 

and portions have been translated 

into Spanish as well.  It is used in 

Latin America and in Africa, and 

has been a true landmark in Bible 

teaching and missions.  

During those years, Dad also had 

a national daily radio evangelistic 

broadcast, “Challenge with Charles 

Simpson”, which was heard in 22 

metropolitan areas in the United 

States.  

In the late 1990s, he received 

an honorary doctorate in pastoral 

ministry from the American Center 

for Theological Studies (ACTS).  He 

entered the new millennium with a 

fresh and pronounced emphasis on 

personal one-to-one evangelism, 

and wrote three short booklets on 

how to start and lead one-to-one 

groups, how to lead someone to 

Jesus, and how to grow in our walk 

with Jesus once we’ve received 

Him as Lord.  This is an emphasis he 

maintains and practices to this day.  

JOY AND 

SORROW

In 2000, 

doctors 

discovered 

significant 

blockage 

in some of his arteries, and he 

underwent quadruple bypass 

surgery.  Typical of Dad, he reached 

out to his doctor, befriended him, 

shared the Gospel with him, and 

turned the entire experience into 

a series of deeply moving and 

effective sermons.   

I still get excited about taking 

what God is saying to my Dad and 

facilitating in getting that word out 

all over the world in innovative new 

ways through CSM. 

And, as the call of God became 

more clear upon the life of my 

sister, Charlyn, Dad and Mom fully 

supported her as she received her 

language and culture education 

in Costa Rica, where she then 



launched a ministry to widows 

and orphans.  Today, she and her 

husband, Enrique, lead the Hidden 

Treasures Costa Rica Children’s 

Home ministry near San Jose, and 

have served literally hundreds of 

children with food, shelter, medical 

care, clothing, and educational 

supplies and tutoring.  

Likewise, we’ve seen God’s call 

on my brother, Jonathan, who not 

only served CSM creatively and 

administratively, but now works 

with a global firm that is providing 

high quality, cost-effective 

construction material to help some 

of the world’s neediest citizens find 

affordable housing. 

In 2005, we got the shocking 

news that our mother was battling 

Stage IV ovarian cancer.  Dad and 

Mom always had a strong and loving 

marriage, but over the next three 

years, we saw a depth of love and 

commitment beyond anything we 

could have imagined.  Dad left no 

stone unturned in Mom’s care and 

treatment, left no prayer unprayed, 

left no tear unshed, left no loving 

word unspoken.  Jon, Charlyn, and 

I, along with our spouses and our 

children, witnessed perhaps Dad’s 

finest hour, though it was surely the 

most heartbreaking as well.  

When Mom went home to be with 

the Lord in early 2008, Dad took a 

few months off from the rigors of 

regular travel ministry to once again 

seek God about the direction of his 

life.  In the past seven years, he has 

given himself personally to ensure 

that the torch of truth is being 

passed to the next generations 

of Christian leaders, including 

producing a prophetic, historical 

video series entitled, Words That 

Changed Our LIves.  He continues 

to travel extensively, and also to 

welcome leaders into our home.  He 

continues to personally reach out to 

encourage and heal the broken, and 

to personally ask people, “Do you 

know Jesus?  Have you considered 

giving your life to Him?  Have you 

prayed about it?”  

PRAYER WARRIOR

In 2013, his book Straight Answers 

to 21 Honest Questions About 

Prayer was published by Chosen 

Books and became his best-

selling work ever. It was the honest 

reflections of a man who can still 

be heard in his bedroom at night, 

calling out to the Lord on behalf of 

his friends and family; praying for 

the lost and the weary; interceding 

for our nation, for Israel, and for the 

world.  He has written numerous 

other books including A New Way to 

Live, Your Home or His, Struck by a 

Loaf of Barley Bread, The Challenge 

to Care, Courageous Living, Take 

Your Hat off Son, and Ants, Vines, 

and Churches. He is the author of 

scores of magazine articles, and 

has preached thousands of times in 

traveling millions of miles.

I’ve watched Dad’s service and 

devotion to his own parents, to his 

in-laws, and to all of our extended 

family.  In 2009, Dad moved, along 

with our family, from the Eastern 

Shore of Mobile Bay into a home 

together in west Mobile.  I’ve 

learned as much from Dad in the 

past six years as perhaps in all of my 

previous life. It’s a priceless honor. 

In addition to serving Jonathan, 

and his wife, Sarah, Charlyn and 

her husband, Enrique, and me and 

my wife, Susanne, as our father, 

Dad is the devoted grandpa to nine 

grandchildren and many others who 

love him as “Abuelo”. 

Folks that love him call him 

“Brother Charles” because he has 

truly been a covenant brother 

and friend to countless people 

worldwide. 

Dad has led many to faith in 

Christ, prayed for thousands of 

people personally, counseled, 

held the hands of the sick and the 

hurting, encouraged the poor, 

the widowed, the orphaned, the 

imprisoned, and the rejected. He has 

turned the other cheek and walked 

the extra mile. He has helped restore 

people that no one else would touch. 

Dad is a great example of 

“speaking the truth in love,” 

regardless of the cost. He has 

always been willing to be a pioneer 

and take risks for the sake of the 

Gospel. He is a prayer warrior and 

a soul winner. He worships God 

with His whole life, in laughter and 

in tears. I am thankful for his love 

and guidance, and most of all, for 

pointing the way to Jesus for our 

family and for countless multitudes.

As his own dad would say, “The 

best is yet to come!” 

FROM THE EDITOR 
Continued from Pg.3

may say we’re willing to die for our 
faith, but are we willing to live for it?  
We may say we will go out into the 
world to tell others about Jesus, but 
will we go across the street to our 
neighbor’s house?

These questions challenge me, 
as they should. May we be motivated 
to seek God more passionately and 
to live for Him more fully so that the 
world will say, “Glory to God” and 
that He will say, “Well done!”  

STEPHEN SIMPSON is the Editor of 
One-to-One Magazine and the President 
of CSM.  For information on speaking 
availability, please call (251) 633-7900 or 
e-mail onetreesteve@bellsouth.net.   
You can also follow him on Twitter  
@BamaStephen. 
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Christ
A defining series on the importance and supremacy of 

Jesus Christ: Who He is—eternal, transcendent beyond 

space and time; the head of the Church and the One who 

calls us to extend His mission on earth; the Initiator of 

fellowship. He always longs for relationship with us. When 

we encounter His presence, we are transformed.
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