A parable holds a significant clue to the next Great Awakening.
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HAVE YOU HAD ENOUGH OF
all of the “end of the year, end
of the decade” retrospectives
that have flooded the media
marketplace over the past few
weeks? Good news for you—
this issue of One-to-One is
more about looking ahead
than looking behind.

| do appreciate history, and
I am exceptionally grateful for
our heritage. But both our
history and our heritage as
disciples of Jesus teach us that
we are “not of those who draw
back”, but we are of those
who persevere, ever looking
forward with hope to what
God is about to do. The apos-
tle Paul was such a man, and
he urged the believers in
Philippi this way: “forgetting
those things which are behind
and reaching forward to those
things which are ahead, | press
toward the goal for the prize of
the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14).
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Learning from history and hon-
oring those who have given us
a godly heritage are

exceptionally vital; this
provides strong and neces-
sary foundations for us. But
we are not called to be prison-
ers of the past, whether it be
nostalgic or painful.

Young Queen Esther lived in
perilous times but was remind-
ed by her Uncle Mordecai in
chapter 4, “You came to the
kingdom for such a time as
this.” God gave them a strategy;
in terms of human wisdom, it

By Stephen Simpson

A NEW DECADE

accommodation are now com-
ing from among our own ranks
within the Evangelical commu-
nity. Confusion about what we
believe, where we are going,
and, more importantly, Who
has called us, continues to
flood into the Western Church
at an alarming rate.

With pressures rising from
radical Islam, militant secular
humanism, and apostate
Christianity (even among our
fellow Evangelicals and
Charismatics), this would seem
to be a good time to pack up our
bags, pull down the flag, and
retreat to a cave somewhere far

éé
We are ‘not of those who draw back’, but we are of
those who persevere, ever looking forward with hope,

to what God is about to do. ??

seemed like a risk. But obedi-
ence to God is always the right
thing to do, no matter the
seeming risk or cost. Mordecai
told Esther, “If you act, you
may fail and die. If you don’t
act, you will surely die”.

It will seem increasingly
“dangerous” for Spirit-empow-
ered and Spirit-led believers to
declare and display the kingdom

of God in our culture. The popu-

larity of doing so—if it has ever
been popular—is decreasing.
Calls for compromise and

away and hope Jesus returns
before we are all destroyed.
There are a few problems with
this posture: first and foremost,
it is against the will and nature
of God and His calling for us.
We are called to aggressively
and militantly extend Christ’s
Kingdom into every area of
life...to see the government of
God expressed by righteous-
ness, peace, and joy in the
Holy Spirit. The weapons of
our warfare are not “in the
flesh”, but they are mighty in
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God for the pulling down of
strongholds. The weapons

of love, humility, prayer,
fasting, the Sword of the Spirit,
the blood of the Lamb and the
word of our testimony are all
available to us, ready to use,
and effective in this hour. And
we must not love our own lives,
even unto death.

Remember, God has prom-
ised to go before us and also
to be our rear guard. He said
He would bless our coming in
and our going out. He has
called His people to be the
head and not the tail; to be
salt and light, influencing the
world around us.

One-to-0One and the other
resources from CSM Publishing
are designed to equip and
encourage you for action in
this new year, this new
decade, and beyond. As the
old song says, “I do not know
what tomorrow holds, but |
know Who holds tomorrow.”

@D

Stephen Simpson is the Editor of
One-to-One and Senior Pastor of
Covenant Church of Mobile. He is also
available for ministry in your city. For
more information, contact Betty Duke:
bettydukecsm@aol.com / (251) 633-7900.

Talk to us and the CSM Community
online, and get the latest news!
www.csmpublishing.org/discuss
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IN TIMES OF UNCERTAINTY AND TRANSITION, PEOPLE
are looking for hope and direction. Churches often look around for models
of church growth and effectiveness. The true model should be a personal

model followed by believers who have given their lives to Jesus Christ.

BY

CHARLES SIMPSON




€€ When he preached to the coal miners in
Kingswood, England, their faces—blackened by coal
dust—were streaked with tears. Hardened hearts
were plowed by the Word of God in spiritual power. 77



Matthew 11:19 tells us that Jesus was
known as a friend of tax collectors and
sinners. In that passage, He is again
challenged by the religious community.
His response was, “Wisdom is justified
by its children.” Jesus was fruitful!

Matthew 21:28-32 tells us that both
John the Baptist and Jesus had a special
appeal to tax collectors and harlots.
That appeal is remarkable in
that while they had a different
approach, they both spoke the
message of repentance without
compromise. They were both
respected in the non-religious
culture. The Scriptures say that
the common people heard Jesus
gladly (see Luke 7:29-50).

Jesus” model demonstrates that
moral compromise is not useful or nec-
essary in attracting those who need the
message. Truth, love, and respect are
useful.

Luke and Matthew point out Jesus’
success with sinners. In Luke 18:9-14,
Jesus again responds to a challenge by
the Pharisee with a parable: two men
went up to the temple to pray, one a

Pharisee, the other a Publican.

The Pharisee thanked God that he
was not like other men in that he tithed
and fasted twice a week. He was a
keeper of the law. The Publican, in
contrast, stood afar off, and could not
lift his head. He beat his chest, and
prayed in deep anguish, “God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.” Jesus
concluded that the Pharisee

“prayed with himself”, but the
Publican went home justified (as if he
had never sinned). That is remarkable!
Jesus adds, “Whoever exalts himself
will be humbled; whoever humbles
himself will be exalted.”

I find it amazing that such a simple
prayer would cause an unrighteous
person to be counted righteous and
that such a hard-working, religious
person’s prayer would be ignored.
This parable holds a significant clue to
the next Great Awakening.

Jesus enjoyed His mission.
Luke 15 gives us three more
parables that relate to the
restoration of some-
thing lost: the lost
coin, the lost sheep,
and the lost son.
In each case,
something valu-
able was lost
and in the end
recovered, and
in each case, the
recovery brought
great joy.

Luke 15:7 says, “I say to
you that likewise there will
be more joy in heaven
over one sinner who
repents than over
ninety-nine just

persons who need no repentance.”
Was Jesus implying that the Pharisees
need not repent? No. Even a cursory
reading of Matthew 23 would say other-
wise. What He was saying is that reach-
ing sinners was His and Heaven’s joy.
Could this be a clue as to why so
many Christians have lost their joy?
I think so.

One might think that we could fol-
low Jesus by simply employing meth-
ods; that is not the case. Jesus demon-
strated that though He was the Son of
God, He still needed to pray. Luke
6:12 says that He continued all night
in prayer. Matthew 14:23 tells us that
Jesus went up to the mountain to pray
alone. He was there for many hours.
There are numerous other recorded
occasions of Jesus engaged in lengthy
prayer. These occasions were the
well-spring of His public ministry.

A public ministry without private
prayer is a rootless and fruitless
endeavor. All of Jesus” authority and
power were the product of time with
the Father, in the Holy Spirit. The
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glory that rested upon Jesus was the
clear result of being bathed in the glow
of the Holy Spirit (see Luke g). Public
worship without private prayer will not
produce public power.

Again we turn to Luke 9. Jesus is
coming down from the Mount of
Transfiguration with Peter, James, and
John. He comes to a scene where His
remaining disciples have failed to cast
out an evil spirit, but Jesus succeeds
where they have failed. In Matthew
17:21, Jesus says, “This kind does not
go out but by prayer and fasting.”

There is a direct relationship again
between our time with the Father and
our time with those in desperate need.
The Gospels are filled with accounts of
Jesus” power. To think that we can
affect a needy culture without seriously
seeking God and being filled with His
Spirit is a misplaced hope. And many
churches confirm that reality.

Whitefield and others who have led
great revivals were men and women of
prayer, not mere manipulation.

Matthew 4 and Luke 3 tell us that Jesus
returned from His wilderness temptation
in the power of the Holy Spirit preach-
ing the Kingdom of God, and great mul-
titudes followed Him. Multitudes have
followed the leaders of every awakening.
And multitudes await our return to God
in prayer and spiritual power.

Wherever the Holy Spirit is present in
power, people are drawn and miracles still
happen. This is evident not only in the
Gospels and Acts, but throughout history,
and it can happen again.

My own call to minister has been
primarily to the Church. I grew up in it
and have pastored since 1957. Jesus
loved the Church and gave his life for it.
I do not take kindly to those who stand
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away and criticize it, though there are
often reasons that one could. We owe
the Church a great debt, both those
who are in or out of it. But I grieve for
it; many pastors do. Sometimes, I
grieve over my own inability in leading.

Jesus loved the Church, but in
Revelation chapters 2 and 3, He had
something to say correcting various
churches. Loving the Church does not
mean silence in the face of its needs.
Loving the Church requires both truth
and love. Rather than criticizing the
Church in general, I much prefer
addressing individuals personally as to
our personal devotion to follow Jesus’
model. One size does not fit all.

I remembered an occasion when I
was 18 years old in 1955, and was invited
to preach at the local rescue mission. I
was a student and had a job as a butcher.
The Saturday night before my engage-
ment to preach, I decided to visit the
mission so that I could understand how it
would proceed when my time to preach
would come. I came in late dressed in
the same clothes I wore while butcher-
ing, unshaven, and in poor appearance.
I sat in the back where all the other
“tramps” sat. I fit in quite nicely.

Down front were the religious sup-
porters of the minister that evening —a
well-dressed young minister. There
were several empty rows between us
and them. The minister was obviously
smiling at those of us in the back, and
the “amens” were coming from the
front. Everyone seemed to enjoy it but
me. The minister and his friends
seemed happy to be in their mentality,
the tramps were quietly at rest waiting
for food, but I didn’t like this picture. I
slipped out at the close of the meeting.

The next week when my turn came, I
preached correction to the front rows;
there were few “amens”, but the tramps
seemed to enjoy it. I don’t recall being
invited back.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Canada

KINGSTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
P.0. Box 26015, 732 Milford Dr.
Kingston, Ontario K7M 4Y0
David Thompson, Pastor

Ph: (613) 384-1034

E: thomp@kingston.net

Alabama

COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt Rd.

Mobile, AL 36695

Stephen Simpson, Pastor
Ph: (251) 639-9020
www.covenantmobile.com

FAITH COVENANT CHURCH
9908 Hwy 64,

Daphne, AL, 36526
Contact: Gary Browning
Ph: (251) 621-6633

COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH
119 Black Walnut Ln.
Trussville, AL 35173

Pastor David Norton

Ph: (205) 655-8132

California

SADDLEBACK COVENANT CHURCH
23401 Madero, Ste. A

Mission Viejo, CA 92691

Kevin Davenport, Pastor

Ph: (949) 770-0291

E: info@saddlebackcovenant.com
www.saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH

350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B

El Cajon, CA 92020

Mark Hoffman & David Hoffman,
Co-Pastors

Ph: (619) 442-7728
www.foothillschurch.org

Connecticut

ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
P.0. Box 108, 980 Main St.
Willimantic, CT 06226

Kevin White, Pastor

Ph: (860) 456-2522

E: alccwilli@hotmail.com

www. geocities.com/alccwilli

STANLEY MEMORIAL

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
639 East St.

New Britain, CT 06320

Ronald F. Brackett, Pastor

Ph: (860) 229-2083

FIND A CHURCH!

CSM’S DIRECTORY OF
CONTRIBUTING
MINISTRIES

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
122 Colman St.

New London, CT 06320

Samuel Spatafore, Pastor

Ph: (860) 447-3757

www.tolcf.org

Florida

GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
2960 Plummer Cove Rd.
Jacksonville, FL, 32223

Graeme Coad, Pastor

Ph: (904) 288-8808
www.gracechapeljax.com

COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH
1007 Gospel Rd.,

Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547
Jim Grabo, Pastor

Ph: (850) 863-1323
www.ccfwh.com

Georgia

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
P.0. Box 1286,
Suwanee, GA 30024
John Duke, Jr., Pastor
Ph: (678) 442-0401

CHRISTIAN COVENANT CHURCH

1105 W 2nd Ave.,

Albany, GA 31707-3803

Morris Gurr, Pastor

Ph: (229) 883-4334
E:info@christiancovenantchurch.com
www.urhanmissions.net

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH
111 Walthour Rd.,

Savannah, GA 31410

Douglas Patterson, Pastor

Ph: (912) 897-6630

E: douglas_patterson@att.net

llinois

SPIRIT OF GOD FELLOWSHIP &
RESTORATION MINISTRIES
16350 State St.,

South Holland, IL 60473
Dr. John Sullivan

Ph: (708) 331-1234

E: jfsddsi@aol.com

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH
2 5361 Glen Park Rd.,
Lombard, IL 60148
(630) 627-7202

John Cross, Pastor
E-mail: Admin@folc.net
www.folc.net

lowa

RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
4855 Forest Grove Dr.,
P.0. Box 347
Bettendorf, IA 52722
Jim Tully, Pastor

Kentucky

NEW LIFE CHURCH

3402 Goose Creek Rd.
Louisville, KY, 40241

Tim Parish, Pastor

(502) 426-3132

E: info@newlifechurch-lou.org
www.newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT CHURCH

306 Skylark Dr.,

Winchester, KY 40391

Stephen Humble, Pastor

Ph: (859) 771-7138

E: stephenhumble@bellsouth.net
www.web.qx.net/shumble

OUTWARD FOCUSED

P.0. Box 22155,

Louisville, KY 40252-0155
Jim Newsom, Exec. Director
Ph: (502) 426-0685

E: nuke035878@att.net
www.outwardfocused.org

Louisiana

OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH
P.0. Drawer H,

Oberlin, LA 70655

William Currie, Pastor

Ph: (318) 448-3103

El: wandtfam@suddenlink.net

COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
117 Lake Tyler Dr.,

Pineville, LA 71360

William Currie, Pastor

Ph: (318) 448-3103

Maryland

NEW HERITAGE CHURCH

9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B

Ellicott City, MD 21042

Randy Reinhardt & Fred Lessans,
Pastors

Ph: (410) 313-9660

E: newheritage@new-heritage.org
www.new-heritage.org

Massachusetts
COVENANT CHURCH

9 Westminster Ave.,
Arlington, MA 02474
Brian Emmett, Pastor
Ph: (781) 643-5511

E: bemmet@covmin.org
WWW.COVMIn.org

Michigan

ASSYRIAN MINISTRY

200 S. Hooker Ave.

Three Rivers, Ml 49093
John Booko, Director

Ph: (616) 279-2672

E: revhooko@hotmail.com
www.assyria.freeservers.com

CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3433 South Lincoln Rd.

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor

Ph: (989) 773-1800

E: charann@cmsinter.net
Www.gocmcc.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy
Lansing, Ml, 48917

Fred McGlone, Pastor

Ph: (517) 323-8180

E: fbmcg3@aol.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
4739 Wah Wah Soo
Gaylord, MI, 49735

Jeff Bennethum, Pastor
Ph: (989) 450-5427

E: Jeff@bennethums.com

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2215 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing, Ml, 48912
Malcolm Magee, Pastor
Ph: (517) 485-5483
www.libertycc.net

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH OF

NORTHERN MICHIGAN

770 W Blue Rd.

Lake City, Ml 49651

Gary Bigger & Andrew Whittle, Elders
Ph: (231) 839-2244

E: covenantlifechurch@centurytel.net

THE MASTER'’S CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
971 Dutton Rd.

Rochester Hills, MI, 48306

Dr. Loren Siffring, Pastor

Ph: (248) 651-6785

E: lorensiffring@gmail.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH OF
WEBBERVILLE

7400 Stow Rd.,
Fowlerville, Ml 48836
Jeff Williams, Pastor
Ph: (517) 468-3530

E: jimk@tds.net

AGAPE’ CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 Cherokee,
Kalamazoo, MI 49006
Ron Vestrand, Pastor
Ph: (269) 385-5772
www.agapecc.com

CSM’S CONTRIBUTING MINISTRIES PROGRAM: P.0. Box 850067  Mobile, AL 36685-0067 « (888) 811-2CSM « WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG
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COVENANT FELLOWSHIP

P.O. Box 484,

Williamston, M1 48895

Bill Michell, Pastor

Ph: (517) 618-6977

E: wmmichell@verizon.net

Mississippi

COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH
P.0. Box 107,

McComb, MS 39648
Michael T. McCarty, Pastor
Ph: (601) 249-4854

E: mmccartysr@pobox.com

GRACE TEMPLE

1131 Richburg Rd.
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 264-0593

Dwayne Higgason, Pastor
www.gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
200 W. Garrard Rd.
Starkville, MS 39759

Bill Murphy, Pastor

Ph: (662) 323-4555

E: ncc@bellsouth.net
www.newcovenantchurch.net

WORSHIP CENTER

4502 Shortcut Rd.,

Moss Point, MS 39581
Benjamin Wood, Pastor
Ph: (288) 762-7228

E: wchenjamin@yahoo.com

Missouri

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
9018 Big Bend Blvd.
Webster Groves, MO 63119
Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor
Ph: (314) 963-1278

E: secretary@ctkchurch.net
www.ctkchurch.net

REIGN OF GRACE CHURCH

P.0. Box 1863

Washington, MO 63090-8863
Michael Ayers, Pastor

Ph: (636) 390-9920
www.reignofgracechurch.org

Montana
MARANATHA CENTER
P.O. Box 66
Opheim, MT 59290
Herb Sand, Pastor
Ph: (406) 725-3293

New Jersey

LONG BRANCH COVENANT CHURCH
355 Joline Ave.,

Long Branch, NJ 07740

Tony Moss, Pastor

Ph: (732) 870-2028

E: Lbcovenant@comcast.net
www.lbcovenant.org
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New York

FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
117/125 Main St.,

Farmingdale, NY, 11735

John Quince, Pastor

Ph: (516) 293-1838

E: fccelders@aol.com
www.farmingdalechristianchurch.org

North Carolina

BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH
P.0. Box 3178,

Shelby, NC 28151

Harry J. Gregory, Sr., Sr. Elder-Apostle
Ph: (704) 481-0990

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Rd.

Granite Falls, NC 28630
Randy Bowlin, Pastor

Ph: (828) 396-7690

E: cfs@conninc.com

COVENANT CHURCH INTERNATIONAL
12621 Strickland Rd.

Raleigh, NC 27613

Jim Sink, Sr., Pastor

Ph: (919) 846-8742

Ohio

COVENANT FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
3948 Carson Salts Springs Rd.
Newton Falls, OH 44444

Dane Price, Pastor

Ph: (330) 872-7060

E: pastordane@aol.com
www.covfam.org

NEW WINE COVENANT COMMUNITY
1215 Polaris Pkwy. Ste. 214
Columbus, OH 43240-2037
Michael Cook, Pastor

Ph: (614) 554-9017

E: information@sowers.us
www.sowershome.com

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

5550 Lancaster Newark Rd. N.E.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148

Dennis Coll, Pastor

Ph: (740) 862-6443

E: life@covenantchristianchurch.us
www.covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY

925 W. Hopocan Ave.

Barberton, OH 44203

John Akins & Joe Schoblocher, Pastors
Ph: (330) 825-9603

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES
1213 Taplin Ave.,
Barberton, OH 44319
John Akins, President
Ph: (330) 825-9603

Oklahoma

ABUNDANT LIFE TABERNACLE
P.0. Box 2661,

Ada, OK 74820

George Carson, Pastor

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
3106 N. Utah,

Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Dwight Cunkle, Pastor
Ph: (405) 943-5939

E: katsnoo@hotmail.com
www.covenantlifechurch.com

Pennsylvania

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH

110 Hays Rd.,

Upper St. Clair PA 15241

Rick Wiater, Pastor

Ph: (724) 941-9418

E: pastorrickw@verizon.net
www.goodshepherdchurchofsouthhills.org

COVENANT CHURCH EAST
623 Highland Ave.,
Greensburg, PA 15601
Jim Adkins, Pastor
Ph: (724) 838-7611
www.covenanteast.org

Tennessee

ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH
1000 Woodridge Place
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
Larry Grainger, Pastor
Ph: (615) 754-7035
www.alcmtjuliet.com

Texas

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
17000 Longenbaugh Dr.
Houston, TX 77095
Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor
Ph: (281) 463-6600

E: ccc@christcov.net
www.christcov.net

BOY WITH A BALL

P.0. Box 14387,

San Antonio, TX 78214-4387
Ph: (210) 858-5812

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO

6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., #505
Houston, TX 77041

Manuel Montez, Pastor

Ph: (281) 859-0191

CROSSROADS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
P.0. Box 3652,

Midland, TX 79702

Cecil Robinson, Pastor

Ph: (915) 682-2190

FOUNDATION MINISTRIES
P.0. Box 291130,
Kerrville, TX 78029
Rene Brown, Director
Ph: (817) 444-6475

EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES
5411 McPherson Rd., #84-102
Laredo, TX 78041

Terry Everroad, President
Ph: (715) 635-7824

E: terry@everroad.com

Virginia

HARVEST CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
5 Serene Ct.,

Stafford, VA 22556

Jim McNally, Pastor

Ph: (540) 286-1560

E: harvestjim@aol.com
www.harveststafford.com

HARVEST INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES
5 Serene Ct.,

Stafford, VA 22556

Jim McNally, Pastor

Ph: (540) 286-1560

El: harvestjim@aol.com
www.bhecomingsons.com

YADA INTERNATIONAL

c/o Bradley Stuart

6 Serene Ct.,

Stafford, VA 22556

E: yadaoffice@gmail.com
www.yadainternational.com

HERITAGE HARVEST FELLOWSHIP
37825 Hyatt Lane,
Purcellville, VA 20132

Gary Bergel, Pastor/Director
Ph: (540) 668-6043

E: BergelFam@aol.com

OAKBROOK CHURCH

1700 Reston Pkwy.

Reston, VA, 20194

John Moyle, Pastor

Ph: (703) 437-4900

E: Info@oakbrookchurch.org
www.oakbrookchurch.org

GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH
8910 E. Pocahontas Trail
Willamsburg, VA 23187
Thomas McCormick, Pastor
Ph: (757) 565-0801

E: patmc@tni.net

Would you like your ministry
or church listed here?
Please contact us at

(888) 811-2276 for more
information.
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I CONSIDER MYSELF A YOUNG MAN,
although when you are older than many of your doctors,
that’s a sign that you are not as young as you think you are.
While I am not totally “over the hill,” I am old enough to
remember when being part of a “nuclear” family (father and
mother both present in the home raising the children) was
considered the norm; and many families enjoyed the pres-
ence of extended family nearby...grandparents, aunts,
uncles, and cousins. As the culture of the United States has
changed dramatically in the past half-century, the reality of
American family structure has also changed.

Today, it is hard to imagine that such a time ever existed.
The results of mobility, job change, financial pressure, moral
breakdown, and other real factors means that fewer and
fewer families are staying together; fewer and fewer children
are being raised in two-parent homes. Indeed, more chil-
dren today than ever before are being raised by grandpar-
ents, day care, or other means. Apart from God’s grace and
exceptional care-givers, the risk factors for youth jump expo-
nentially outside of the traditional biblical family structure.

Thank God for courageous single parents, grandparents,
mentors, and pastors who are willing to stand in the gap for
a desperate generation. My own sister and brother-in-law in
Costa Rica have provided care for many at-risk children who

E X

BRIDGES FROM BOTH SIDES
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would otherwise be living on the streets or in “precarios”
(squatter communities with little or no plumbing or electricity)
or in violence-filled homes. We salute all of those who
extend family to those who have had none.

At the same time, as a prophetic people, we are called to
not only bring healing and redemption to broken situations,
but also to address root causes and bring about societal
change. Healing is a blessing; restoring truth in order to
prevent devastation is even more blessed.

Recently, Charles Colson, Robert George, and Timothy
George authored a significant document entitled “The
Manhattan Declaration,” which offers a biblical perspective
on the sanctity of human life, the sacredness of godly mar-
riage, and the responsibilities of liberty. This document was
carefully and prayerfully reviewed and signed by more than
75 leaders from across the three main streams of Christianity:
Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox. After reading it online
at www.manhattandeclaration.org, I joined more than
400,000 others in signing this declaration, and I hope you
will prayerfully consider doing the same.

This document is an exceptionally valuable resource to
families, offering a clear picture of God’s purpose for families,
and why we must uphold the biblical standard. Upholding
truth does not negate mercy, or God’s redemptive plan. It
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does, however, give us a moral compass by which we can
steer, so that when we get off course, we can find our way
back home. The authors sense our inter-generational call
together as believers to receive truth, declare it, and pass it on:

Like those who have gone before us in the
faith, Christians today are called to proclaim
the Gospel of costly grace, to protect the intrinsic
dignity of the human person and to stand for
the common good. In being true to its own
calling, the call to discipleship, the church
through service to others can make a profound
contribution to the public good.

As a demographic “Tweener” * (which is someone who's
birthday falls between the Baby Boomer Generation and “Gen
X”) I have always felt the burden to network among the gen-
erations. This span includes “The Greatest Generation”
(WWII and Depression-era) all the way through the
“Millennials™.

I have personally experienced and witnessed the value of facil-
itating multi-generational fellowship and dialogue. The younger
generations can learn wisdom from the older; and the older can
be rejuvenated in their purpose and calling. Psalm 145 puts it
this way: “One generation shall declare Thy works to another.”

However, I am finding that this exceptional opportunity
needs to be highlighted more. Too many Christian youths are
influenced by secular society’s values concerning the aging

D LI YN

and the elderly...to a shocking degree. Issues of honor,
respect, humility, willingness to serve and listen have been too
often discarded in favor of the trendy, the chic, the fleeting,
and the vain; the ability to “crack wise” is too often valued
more than the ability to humbly receive wisdom; video games
and virtual community have replaced valuable face-to-face
time building real relationships; being spoiled is valued over
serving others; talking is valued over listening. In such an
environment, noise can masquerade as truth; twilight can look
like the noonday sun; and evil can be called good.

If we raise or allow our young people to have these kinds of
attitudes...and they are shaped earlier in life rather than later...
we are doing them and our civilization a grave disservice, for
we will raise a society of sociopaths. Who is shaping your
worldview on the issue of marriage, family, child-raising, and
education? Who is shaping your children’s worldview?

And lest I be accused of being an “old fogey,” let me say to
my older brothers and sisters that this is not the time for elder
generations to pull up the drawbridge and throw rocks at the
emerging generation from behind the seeming safety of tall
walls. Discipleship cannot be accomplished from a distance.

Talking with and interacting with a younger person can
sometimes be intimidating. While their language flows freely
among themselves, they can turn monosyllabic or positively
monk-like when in the company of senior citizens (people
over 35). In some ways, their culture is as different from the
older generation’s culture just as surely as fish are from birds.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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The Fallout and Succession of
the “Age of Entitlement”
by JONATHAN SIMPSON

entitlement’s
eleventh hour

IN THE 1890’S, TWO SWEDES NAMED AUGUST AND MARIE, ESCAPING THE CREEPING SOCIALISM IN THEIR
homeland, immigrated to the United States. They traveled separately, for they did not know each other. Neither
spoke English, nor did they have money or possessions. They landed at Ellis Island, New York, and soon after,
both journeyed to Chicago to settle among the Swedish community there. Ata
Saturday evening neighborhood party, the two would finally meet.

They got married, worked hard, raised six children, and
lived what some would call “The American Dream.” Their
children, one of which was my grandmother, were part of
the generation that would battle back from the Great
Depression and defeat the enemies of WWII. “Those who
sow in tears will reap with songs of joy” (Psalm 126:5).

Courtesy of the Library of Congress/ Public Domain
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marketplace
EXCha nge the revolution at work

Before my Grandmother’s recent death
at age 95, she often spoke passionately
about faith, family, hard work, patriot-
ism, getting up after being knocked down
... and also “deadbeats.” To hear her
explain it, a deadbeat is a certain low-
down individual who holds attributes of
laziness or dishonor; a man who wouldn’t
provide for his family. Thieves, “dope
heads”, and other unsavory characters
were also “deadbeats.” Coming from
Grandma, the mentioning of a deadbeat
would always come with a narrowing of
the eyelids and a sharp tone.

Eleanore Dix (1914-2010), mother of Carolyn Simpson

In recent years, my grandmother’s gener-
ation has been branded “The Greatest
Generation”. Maybe they appreciate the
back-patting even while their values are
rejected, but | doubt it. If you carefully
observe those who are still with us from
the WWII era, you might glimpse their
stealthy grin as today’s entitlement pendu-
lum prepares to swing back to truth.

THE DARK SIDE

It’s of little debate that we bear the
dubious honor of living in the “Age of
Entitlement”, a sentiment as sweet as

WINTER 2010

fingernails on a chalkboard. It has
been a journey into self-indul-
gence, self-esteem, coveting, and
dibs explored so proficiently that
Lewis and Clark would be jeal-
ous. Unfortunately, the truths of
self-sacrifice and responsibility
were denied and so too were
their benefits. Thankfully, all
ages (this side of eternity) come
to pass.

It seems so easy to identify
entitlement in operation, does-
n't it? But with little results,
we’ve worn out our soap boxes
about government programs
and its recipients. We've now
seen the transfer of individual
entitlement to government
entitlement while other nations
such as France and Germany begin to
climb out of those ways of thinking.
Perhaps the entitlement age has had to
come to fruition in order to be exposed;
perhaps by God’s mercy, we can press
forward in a sustainable manner.

We need to remember individually,
however, that the entitlement seed
creeps quietly like a serpent and will not
disappear so long as its “Chief
Proprietor” roams the earth. Entitlement
was, after all, Satan’s own tool of demise,
which he now wields so skillfully against
us, all of us. The entitlement outlook is
uncovered when we lay claim and jump
over our appointed stewardship. It comes
out when we utter such nonsense as “Do
you know who | am?” Or “I deserve it! I'm
worth it.” It beckons you to compare your-
self to others and reveals itself in the
voice that tells you, “Hey, you're better
than that guy. If he can have it, so can
you.” It corrupts you to believe that if you
can take it, you should. It’s so subtle, that
without God’s mercy, you don’t detect its
roots growing deeper inside of you.

I've heard my father—who never forgot
the homemade trailer his family lived in
as a young boy—say that some are wait-
ing for their ship to come in but they
never sent one out. Our carnal nature
wants to reap where or how we have not
sown. This message is reinforced to us in

Charles Simpson as a child on the step of his family’s small trailer home

advertising that appeals to our “deserv-
ing” attitude; TV that entices us to envy
other people’s lifestyles, and in environ-
ments where people compete for status
or stuff.

ENTITLEMENT:
THE BLOCKING STANCE

Has your employer utilized the ever
increasing services of a “Praise
Consultant”? No, this has nothing to do
with praising God; on the flip side, it’s all
about you—employee praise. Whatever
happened to earning a paycheck?
Imagine placing the modern entitlement
gang in the wilderness? Tack on another
forty years for “praise breaks!” And the
manna better come with a dipping sauce
on the side with a low fat option!

The point is that our current entitle-
ment stance is one that blocks our praise
to the Father. This happens because we
see the blessings in our lives as simply
what we are owed; consequently, we miss
the opportunity to honor the Lord for
what He has done. This chapter of the
Entitlement Handbook is entitled “Looking
Out for Number 1.” It also instructs us to
give back to ourselves through spending
time and money on ourselves. This blocks
our opportunity to give our tithes, offer-
ings, and benevolence; consequently, it
blocks the windows of heaven from
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supporting businesses

R.W. Beckett Corporation
John D. Beckett, Chairman
P.0. Box 1289 - Elyria, OH 44036
{440)353-6203 + www.beckettcorp.com

Contractors of Today, Inc.
Gary Soutullo, Owner
P.0. Box 850941 - Mobile, AL 36685
(251)639-1578

Cornerstone Furniture Inc.

Quentin S. Mulder, Owner
915 Grand Rapids St. » Middleville, MI 49333
(269)795-3259 » cornerstonefurniture.com

VRS Assaciates, Inc.
Marketing Communications
Vivian Ruth Sawyer, Owner

615 Breckinridge Lane, Ste. 100

Louisville, KY 40207

(502)899-7613 » e-mail: vrsinc@aol.com

Axia Merchant Services
Randal Clark, CEQ/President
Erik Krueger, Chairman
535 Chapala St.

Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(877)875-6114 « axia-eft.com
e-mail: rclark@axia-eft.com
e-mail: ekrueger@axia-eft.com

MacLeish Building, Inc.
Dan & Joyce MacLeish &
Dan MacLeish Jr., Owners
650 E. Big Beaver #F
Troy, Ml 48083-1432
(248)524-3244

The Discovery Thrift Store
Gary Browning, President/Director
9908 County Rd. 64 - Daphne, AL 36526
{(251)621-0682

Residence Artists, Inc.
Keith Landies, President
220 Fifth Avenue « Chardon, OH 44024
(440) 946.8824 (Cleveland)
440.286.8822 (Chardon)
440.286.8218 (Fax)
e-mail: info@residenceartists.com
Web: www.residenceartists,com

Would you like your husiness listed in
Marketplace Exchange? Contact Jonathan
Simpson at: (251)633-7900, or via e-mail at:
jonathan.simpson@csmpublishing.org
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opening to us. Perhaps we are in the
wilderness with the children of Israel.

OUR FUTURE, THE
PROMISED LAND

My two-year-old daughter has a grow-
ing but limited vocabulary, yet I'm
amazed at how quickly the words “mine”
and “I want” were learned and the sub-
sequent frequency of their use. In con-
sidering the culmination of the times we
live in, I am reminded that it was the
“next generation” that went into the
Promised Land after lessons learned in
the wilderness by the previous genera-
tion. What a disservice we do our chil-
dren when we teach them from the
“Entitlement Handbook” instead of lead-
ing them to “the Rock that is higher than
I.” Let us focus less on self-esteem, fair-
ness, and rights...and more on sacrifice,
restraint, generosity, gratitude, and God’s
promises, so that we might not reproduce
the narcissism of the day. Rather, may we
raise up those who lay up for themselves
treasures in Heaven that they might be
free of the “yoke of bondage” and heirs to
the Kingdom coming.

Lord, make me an instrument

of your peace.

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;

Where there is doubt, faith;

Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;

and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not
s0 much seek to be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;

To be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to
eternal life. Amen

-Prayer of St. Francis

{121

Jonathan Simpson is Director of the Construction
Services Team for Apex Ill, a construction firm
based in Mobile, AL. He also coordinates
Marketplace Exchange for CSM and provides
management assistance for the Hidden Treasures
Costa Rica ministry.




STEPHEN SIMPSON, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

But fear not! Forge ahead, don't be
intimidated, frustrated, or deterred. Love
transcends age and culture...especially
the relentless agape love of Jesus.

While I am not an engineer, I enjoy
learning about architecture, engineer-
ing, and construction. I've learned that
when it comes to building bridges, you
have to start from both sides. My
prayer is that we can...

@ Shape our children, from birth,
to value heritage and extended
family (natural and spiritual)

® To encourage our elder genera-
tions to remain committed to
personal engagement with the
emerging generation

e To pray for the prodigals,
encourage their families, and
believe God for restoration

® To declare and demonstrate
redemptive Kingdom truth con-
cerning families to a world that
has become confused and broken

The opportunity before us is historic;
the consequences of failure unimagin-
able. We serve a God of redemption
and reconciliation Who offers us His
Spirit to accomplish this mission. €&

* “Tweener” is not, surprisingly, the name of a very
popular social media website

Stephen Simpson is the Editor of One-to-One
and Senior Pastor of Covenant Church of Mobile.

_______________________________________

Turtle in the Road (ssoo7) ]
by STEPHEN SIMPSON ]
Inspired by a seemingly small, simple i
encounter, STEPHEN SIMPSON shares i
how to find encouragement and share it |
with others. |

Single CD-$8* / Download Only—$6
(Plus $3.25 S&H for CD)

T oo

WINTER 2010

gal)ri?l‘la

NEW CSM FAVORITES!

Heart & Treasures by CHARLES SIMPSON

Proverbs 4:23 tells us to keep our heart with all diligence, for all the issues of life flow out of
it. We are admonished to keep the love of God and love for God central to our thinking
because it affects everything else.

(D170.............. Single CD—$8 (pius $3.25 s&H for co) / Download Only—$6
Breakthrough by CHARLES SIMPSON

CHARLES SIMPSON shares how God wants us to awaken this generation to the true severity of
the spiritual battle we are facing. A pivotal message to help you find the sources and
secrets of God’s leading in troubled times.

CD169.....cueuenee. Single CD—$8 (pius $3.25 s&H for co) / Download Only-$6
VISIT WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG or CALL TOLL-FREE (888) 811-2CSM
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