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ENDURANCE

“A difference between a rewarding future or a miserable one lies in how we answer.”—CHARLES SIMPSON

E X T E N D I N G  T H E  K I N G D O M  O F  G O D … O N E  P E R S O N  A T  A  T I M E .

Do you have what it takes to RUN LIFE’S RACE? 
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We Want to Hear From You!
Do you have a testimony or prayer request? Feedback about on a recent article? Write us
at CSM, P.O. Box 850067, Mobile, AL 36685 or email mail@csmpublishing.org. All letters
become the property of CSM, may be published and edited for length or content.
Personal info will be removed to protect your privacy. 
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FROM THE  EDITOR
The Mercy of Truth
It still matters what you believe

CONTRIBUTING MINISTRIES
Find a Church!

FAMILYGRAM
The Possum In The Road
It as not the typical way to celebrate 
a Silver Wedding Anniversary

BY STEPHEN SIMPSON 

MARKETPLACE  EXCHANGE 
What Has Stress Done For You Lately?
How to respond to daily real world pressures
BY JONATHAN SIMPSON
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Ideas matter. What you
truly believe—not simply
what you profess—drives
your actions. Bad or incorrect
theology has produced
entire rotting cultures.  In
fact, bad theology has pro-
duced the notion that there
is no such thing as a “rotting
culture” and that all ideas
and expressions have equal
merit. We have become so
obsessed with the “right” of
people to say or believe
anything that we some-
times forget to ask whether
or not what is being said or
believed is right. 

Deception and delusion
are the ebb and flow of
today’s toxic streams of
information, which carry  pol-
luted data to trivia-hungry
hordes who never quite seem
to come to a knowledge of
the truth. It doesn’t help that
there is a great market out
there for deception and
seduction…many willing con-
sumers create a demand for
all-too-willing manufacturers. 

Jude writes about “the”
faith. Such exclusive talk
would get Jude kicked out of
most American prayer
“observances” today. 

Suggesting that there is
one true faith, especially if
the person suggesting it is a
sincere Christian, can get you
in a lot of trouble now. 

Suggesting that there is a
right way to look at things—
and a wrong way—is a

shockingly offensive notion
to those who would rather
have a crash in the fog than
to live with clarity and
boundaries.  

Not long ago, I heard a
pleasant and well-intended
rendition of “Amazing
Grace,” where the singer

took some liberties with the
lyrics, perhaps in an effort to
make them more palatable
to politically-correct, post-
modern tastes:  “…’twas
grace that taught my heart
to feel, and grace my fears
relieved.”  

If you blinked, you may
have missed it.  

John Newton, author of
“Amazing Grace,” understood
that it was the grace of God
that taught him the fear of

God; the ugly but freeing
realization that he was a
wretch in desperate need of
salvation.  We must be deliv-
ered today from the idea that
“mercy” and “truth” are at
odds with one another.  To the
one who is perishing, truth is
mercy.  The truth that there is

one way for salvation through
the name of Jesus Christ sets
us free.  To suggest to a
drowning man that a stone is
the same thing as a buoy
would be cruel, even if the
stone was very pretty and
shiny.  

There are many deceivers
running amok in Christendom
today, peddling false doctrines
and seducing many souls.  Not
only do they tell lies, but they
smoothly suggest that truth

doesn’t matter, and that
those who pursue truth are
“Pharisees” locked into the
Old Law.  

Consequently, many
ministries have been bul-
lied into setting aside the
offensive message of the
Cross or the Kingdom, in
order to appease and mollify
critics, or to somehow coddle
and entertain youth. We think
that if we spare our youth
from the Cross, perhaps they
will like us better and stick
around a little longer.  

But we believe that our
only hope, our only way
through, is the faith…the very
same faith delivered once and
for all. The faith worth con-
tending for, even in the face of
an adversarial society. We are
not called to popularity, but to
faithfulness. The irony is that
pursuit of popularity inevitably
ends up in a cul-de-sac of dis-
appointment and disillusion.
“For whoever desires to save
his life will lose it, but who-
ever loses his life for My
sake and the gospel’s will
save it” (Mark 8:35). 121

Stephen Simpson is the Editor of
One-to-One and Senior Pastor of
Covenant Church of Mobile. He is also
available for ministry in your city. For
more information, contact Betty Duke:
bettydukecsm@aol.com  / (251) 633-7900.
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Talk to us and the CSM
Community online, and get
the latest news! www.csm-
publishing.org/discuss

IT STILL MATTERS WHAT YOU BELIEVE
By Stephen Simpson

“BELOVED, WHILE I WAS VERY DILIGENT TO WRITE TO YOU CONCERNINGOUR COMMON
salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the

faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. For certain men have crept in unno-
ticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the

grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ” (Jude 1:3).
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It was a rich blessing to the many who gathered
from a variety of places to enjoy the fruits of endurance.
John and Ellen are certainly worthy of those accolades
and rewards, having endured years and trials to see so
many people so blessed. I could only pray that all the
servants of God endure to that extent and enjoy the fruits
of their service, and that other churches would honor
their leaders in a similar way. Tragically, many of God’s
servants never enjoy such an encouraging day.

I WOULD HAVE FAINTED
I chose for my text on that occasion Psalm 27, and

specifically verse 13.  David wrote, “I would have
fainted unless I had believed to see the goodness of
the Lord in the land of the living.”  That is one
of John’s favorite texts—and mine.

David might have said, “I could have fainted,”
because he had many opportunities as he faced the lion,
the bear, the giant, King Saul, or other adversaries.  He
could have, but he did not.  He did not because he
believed to see the goodness of God in this life.  We all
have opportunities to “faint” or draw back.  But faith in
our God’s goodness leads us to endure to see His good-
ness, and a season of reward for having endured.
Our newspaper recently carried an article and

large photo of a 106 year-old woman.  The article
told how, in her younger
years, she did a
man’s

F
E
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I RECENTLY HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF BEING PART OF A CELEBRATION AT

Covenant Life Church in Atlanta.  We rejoiced in the lives and ministry of

John and Ellen Duke, on the occasion of his Fiftieth Anniversary in the min-

istry and almost twenty-three years as pastor there. It was a joyful event with

numerous testimonies from family and friends regarding their influence upon so

many people.  I added my own stories about John and Ellen and our friendship since

1966.  John has been a close friend and confidant.

BY CHARLES SIMPSON

How to Receive Strength and Successfully RUN LIFE’S RACE

CELEBRATE
ENDU R           

1-2-1-Summer-2010 ps3_OneToOne  7/13/10  9:07 AM  Page 4



O N E - T O - O N E 5S U M M E R  2 0 1 0

work, plowing with mules in the field.  “She could do
anything a man could do,” her children said.  “That’s
what kept her strong.”  Her toil through adversity built
the character for endurance, and endurance brought
rewards (see Psalm 126:5-6; Romans 5:1-5).

ETERNAL GOD
God endures forever, and through faith in Him,

David endured trials.  He did not faint. Endurance is
based upon faith in the One who endures. We need faith
in the One who transcends our circumstance if we are
to persevere.  A faith in fickle objects, ideas, or
people produces a fickle personality.
Such “faith” produces people who
faint in the day of adversity
(see Proverbs 24:10).  

A faith in fads fades when the fads fade.  And they
always do, leaving disillusionment in their wake.  
Our God is no fad or fickle deity whose mind is

ever-changing.  I recently heard a story about a church
whose pastors kept leaving after a few months.
Finally they called a pastor who said
that the Lord was leading
him to become
pastor and

 A    N   C   E
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that he would stay for a long time.
But alas, like the others after a short
time, he got up to announce to the
congregation that the Lord was lead-
ing him to leave.  A man stood up in
the back of the auditorium and said,
“I have a prayer request.”
“What is it?” the pastor asked.
“I want us to pray for God,” 

he said.
“For God?”
“Yes,” the man continued, “I

want us to pray for God. He can’t
seem to make up His mind. I want us
to pray that He will make up His
mind.”
This true story would be humor-

ous, if it wasn’t so sad.  Too often
God is represented by us as being
unstable, when in fact He is the eternal
unchanging God (see Malachi 3:6).
The world and the Church desper-
ately need Him and true models of
His evidence.  
God endures; His Word endures.

His truth, love, righteousness, judg-
ments, His name, and all of His other
attributes endure forever. He is not
this subject of time and change.
When heaven and earth pass away,
He remains. Those who are
anchored in Him should at the very
least present stability to an unstable
world. What God truly does stands
the test of time and the tests that
time will present.

HONOR ENDURANCE
Our current celebrity culture

honors a lot of unproven ideas and
personal lives that are unworthy of
honor. Christians are too often
involved in giving undeserved
honor.  Everyone seems to want their
fifteen minutes of fame. Meanwhile,
many who deserve honor go unno-
ticed, the people who day-in and

day-out do their jobs in a way that
makes society function.  In God’s
economy, endurance is one way to
measure success (see Matthew 4:13-20).
Without endurance, there is no fruit-
fulness, and that is another measure
of success.

We get more of whatever we
honor. Unfortunately, when we
honor the wrong people or attributes,
they get multiplied while the more
deserving get discouraged. We need
to rectify this. We place too much
focus on “charisma” to the neglect of
character. Charisma is only skin deep;

character is to the bone. Charisma rubs
off, but character holds on. We need to
ask before we applaud, how long has
this endured? Does it display character
or mere charisma? Then we need to
encourage those who do their tasks
well and endure.
I honor my parents, not only

because they were my parents, but
because they persevered in marriage,
parenting, service, and character.
They were married 56 years prior to
Mother’s passing. Dad pastored for
more than 60 years. He was with his
last pastorate for 35 years. They were
never flashy, but always faithful.
They kept their word, showed up on
time, and remained in the hard
times. So it was with my wife’s par-
ents. I think it was more true of their
generation than the current one.
Given that endurance reaps, what
does our future hold?
We are here enjoying the bless-

ings of history because of those who
endured. We are here because of our
enduring Lord and those who served
Him. As I read history, I am
impressed by those who persisted
through persecution, depression,
deprivation, and temptation. They
were pillars who did not crumble in
life’s earthquakes, did not falter in
the world’s floods, and did not faint
in the heat of adversity.
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We place too much focus on “charisma” to  the    n    
Charisma is only skin deep; character is to  the     
Charisma rubs off, but character holds on. 
We need to ask before we applaud, 

‘HOW LONG HAS THIS  E                          
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I marvel at
our Lord who
endured the
Cross, despis-
ing its shame.
I admire
Washington who

did not faint at Valley
Forge or Churchill who did not draw
back in the face of Hitler. Those who
endured the most formidable odds are
the ones who got us here, people like
the soldiers who gave life and treasure
to purchase our freedom. These are
worthy of honor. When we neglect
our own history, we do ourselves
and our children a great disservice.
When we rewrite our own history,
we betray our very existence.
What if these to whom I refer

had fainted in the day of adversity?
What if Moses had fainted in the
wilderness or David before the
giant? What if our Lord Jesus had
drawn back from the Cross? What if
our forefathers had surrendered to
adversity and hardship? Thankfully,
we do not have to answer these
questions.  
But what if we faint in our cur-

rent circumstance? That is a ques-
tion we must answer, or our children
will discover the horrible answers in
the future. We face some tough
choices during this economy and in

this unstable culture. There are also
tough personal issues that confront
us. Can we endure to see a better
future? Or will we fold up in the face
of trouble?  The difference between
a rewarding future and a miserable
one lies in how we answer.

THE STUFF OF
ENDURANCE
Do we have the right

stuff?  The right stuff is beyond
mere ambition or desire. Without
preparation, we will no more likely
succeed in perseverance than an ama-
teur astronaut or a sandlot ballplayer
in the big leagues. Ambition alone will
take you well beyond your boundaries
into disaster.  But that need not be;
the Lord desires to prepare us for a
future that He sees, though we do not.
David says in Psalm 10:17,

“Lord, you have heard the desire of
the humble; you will prepare their
heart.”  Humility allows God to train
us for the inevitable.  He knows
what it will take and when we will
be ready to deal with what is com-
ing.  But pride propels us into areas
for which we are sadly unprepared.
I was eager to drive when I was a

boy. At age 12, I was trying to drive
around our yard.  At age 14, I was
driving a truck delivering groceries.
I was proud, but unprepared.  My

dad tied to warn me.  “It takes a
wreck to make a good driver,” he
said.  He was wrong about me—it
took me more than one.  It was only
God’s grace that caused me to sur-
vive.  Some will tell you that I’m still
not a good driver!

Sometimes we must crash
before humility comes, hope-
fully not too late.  The Bible
gives us many wise warnings
about pride—the enemy of

endurance.  It goes before destruc-
tion (see Proverbs 16:18).  It brings
us low (see Proverbs 29:23).  God
brings it down (see Daniel 4:37).  It
deceives us (see Obadiah 3).  It is
not of God (see 1 John 2:16).
Because of it,
Lucifer lost his
place (see
Ezekiel 28).
Humility,

however, brings
dependence
upon God and
His promotion.
It causes us to wait on the Lord and
be encouraged (see Psalm 27:14). It
causes us to mount up like eagles
(see Isaiah 40:31).  It brings God’s
exaltation (see Luke 14:11).  It

         e    neglect of character. 
         e    bone. 
       

       

     E   N     D     U   R     E     D?’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Canada
KINGSTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
P.O. Box 26015, 732 Milford Dr. 
Kingston, Ontario K7M 4Y0
David Thompson, Pastor
Ph: (613) 384-1034
E: thomp@kingston.net

Alabama
COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt Rd. 
Mobile, AL 36695 
Stephen Simpson, Pastor
Ph: (251) 639-9020
www.covenantmobile.com

FAITH COVENANT CHURCH 
9908 Hwy 64, 
Daphne, AL, 36526
Contact: Gary Browning 
Ph: (251) 621-6633 

COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH
119 Black Walnut Ln.
Trussville, AL 35173
Pastor David Norton
Ph: (205) 655-8132

California
SADDLEBACK COVENANT CHURCH
23401 Madero, Ste. A
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Kevin Davenport, Pastor 
Ph: (949) 770-0291 
E: info@saddlebackcovenant.com  
www.saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B
El Cajon, CA 92020 
Mark Hoffman & David Hoffman,
Co-Pastors
Ph: (619) 442-7728 
www.foothillschurch.org

Connecticut
ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
P.O. Box 108, 980 Main St. 
Willimantic, CT 06226 
Kevin White, Pastor 
Ph: (860) 456-2522 
E: alccwilli@hotmail.com
www. geocities.com/alccwilli

STANLEY MEMORIAL
FOUNTAIN OF LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
639 East St. 
New Britain, CT 06051
Ronald F. Brackett, Pastor
Ph: (860) 229-2083 

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
122 Colman St.
New London, CT 06320  
Samuel Spatafore, Pastor
Ph: (860) 447-3757 
www.tolcf.org

Florida
GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
2960 Plummer Cove Rd.
Jacksonville, FL, 32223 
Graeme Coad, Pastor 
Ph: (904) 288-8808 
E: grace@gracechapeljax.com
www.gracechapeljax.com

COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH
1007 Gospel Rd., 
Ft.  Walton Beach, FL 32547
Jim Grabo, Pastor
Ph: (850) 863-1323 
www.ccfwb.com

Georgia
COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
P.O. Box 1286, 
Suwanee, GA 30024 
John Duke, Jr., Pastor
Ph: (678) 442-0401  

CHRISTIAN COVENANT CHURCH
1105 W 2nd Ave., 
Albany, GA 31707-3803 
Morris Gurr, Pastor
Ph: (229) 883-4334 
E:info@christiancovenantchurch.com
www.urbanmissions.net

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH
111 Walthour Rd., 
Savannah, GA 31410 
Douglas Patterson, Pastor 
Ph: (912) 897-6630  
E: douglas_patterson@att.net

Illinois
SPIRIT OF GOD FELLOWSHIP & 
RESTORATION MINISTRIES
16350 State St., 
South Holland, IL 60473 
Dr. John Sullivan 
Ph: (708) 331-1234
E: jfsdds1@aol.com

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH 
2 S 361 Glen Park Rd., 
Lombard, IL 60148
Ph: (630) 627-7202  
John Cross, Pastor
E-mail: Admin@folc.net 
www.folc.net

Iowa
RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
4855 Forest Grove Dr., 
P.O. Box 347 
Bettendorf, IA 52722 
Ph: (563) 332-9154
Jim Tully, Pastor

Kentucky
NEW LIFE CHURCH
3402 Goose Creek Rd. 
Louisville, KY, 40241
Tim Parish, Pastor
(502) 426-3132 
E: info@newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT CHURCH
306 Skylark Dr., 
Winchester, KY 40391  
Stephen Humble, Pastor
Ph: (859) 771-7138 
E: stephenhumble@bellsouth.net
www.web.qx.net/shumble 

OUTWARD FOCUSED 
P.O. Box 22155, 
Louisville, KY 40252-0155
Jim Newsom, Exec. Director
Ph: (502) 426-0685 
E: nuke035878@att.net
www.outwardfocused.org

Louisiana
OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH
P.O. Drawer H, 
Oberlin, LA 70655
William Currie, Pastor
Ph: (318) 448-3103  
El: wandtfam@suddenlink.net

COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
117 Lake Tyler Dr., 
Pineville, LA 71360
William Currie, Pastor
Ph: (318) 448-3103

Maryland
NEW HERITAGE CHURCH
9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
Randy Reinhardt & 
Fred Lessans, Pastors 
Ph: (410) 313-9660 
E: newheritage@new-heritage.org
www.new-heritage.org

Massachusetts
COVENANT CHURCH
9 Westminster Ave., 
Arlington, MA 02474 
Brian Emmet, Pastor 
Ph: (781) 646-9027
E: bemmet@covmin.org  
www.covmin.org

Michigan
ASSYRIAN MINISTRY
200 S. Hooker Ave.
Three Rivers, MI 49093
John Booko, Director 
Ph: (616) 279-2672  
E: revbooko@hotmail.com
www.assyria.freeservers.com

CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3433 South Lincoln Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor 
Ph: (989) 773-1800
E: charann@cmsinter.net
www.gocmcc.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy 
Lansing, MI, 48917  
Fred McGlone, Pastor 
Ph: (517) 323-8180 
www.ncccweb.org

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
4739 Wah Wah Soo
Gaylord, MI, 49735 
Jeff Bennethum, Pastor
Ph: (989) 450-5427  
E: Jeff@bennethums.com

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH   
2215 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing, MI, 48912  
Malcolm Magee, Pastor  
Ph: (517) 485-5483  
www.libertycc.net

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH OF 
NORTHERN MICHIGAN
770 W Blue Rd.
Lake City, MI 49651 
Gary Bigger & Andrew Whittle, Elders 
Ph: (231) 839-2244  
E: covenantlifechurch@centurytel.net

THE MASTER’S CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
971 Dutton Rd.
Rochester Hills, MI, 48306 
Dr. Loren Siffring, Pastor  
Ph: (248) 651-6785 
E: lorensiffring@gmail.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH OF 
WEBBERVILLE
7400 Stow Rd., 
Fowlerville, MI 48836 
Jeff Williams, Pastor
Ph: (517) 468-3443 
E: jpmk@tds.net

CSM’S CONTRIBUTING MINISTRIES PROGRAM: P.O. Box 850067 • Mobile, AL 36685-0067 • (888) 811-2CSM • W W W.C S M P U B L I S H I N G .O R G  

FIND A CHURCH!
CSM’S DIRECTORY 
OF CONTRIBUTING 
MINISTRIES 
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AGAPE’ CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
609 Cherokee, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49006 
Ron Vestrand, Pastor 
Ph: (269) 385-5772
www.agapecc.com 

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP 
P.O. Box 484, 
Williamston, MI 48895
Bill Michell, Pastor 
Ph: (517) 618-6977 
E: wmmichell@verizon.net

Mississippi
COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH
P.O. Box 107, 
McComb, MS 39648 
Michael T. McCarty, Pastor 
Ph: (601) 249-4854 
E: mmccartysr@pobox.com

GRACE TEMPLE
1131 Richburg Rd.
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
(601) 264-0593 
Dwayne Higgason, Pastor
www.gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
200 W. Garrard Rd.
Starkville, MS 39759 
Bill Murphy, Pastor
Ph: (662) 323-4555 
E: ncc@bellsouth.net
www.newcovenantchurch.net

WORSHIP CENTER 
4502 Shortcut Rd., 
Moss Point, MS 39581
Benjamin Wood, Pastor
Ph: (288) 762-7228 
E: wcbenjamin@yahoo.com

Missouri
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH 
9018 Big Bend Blvd. 
Webster Groves, MO 63119
Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor 
Ph: (314) 963-1278 
E: secretary@ctkchurch.net
www.ctkchurch.net

REIGN OF GRACE CHURCH
P.O. Box 1863
Washington, MO  63090-8863
Michael Ayers, Pastor  
Ph: (636) 390-9920
www.reignofgracechurch.org

Montana
MARANATHA CENTER  
P.O. Box 66
Opheim, MT 59290 
Herb Sand, Pastor
Ph: (406) 725-3293 

New Jersey
LONG BRANCH COVENANT CHURCH
355 Joline Ave., 
Long Branch, NJ 07740  
Tony Moss, Pastor 
Ph: (732) 870-2028 
E: Lbcovenant@comcast.net
www.lbcovenant.org

New York
FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
117/125 Main St., 
Farmingdale, NY, 11735  
John Quince, Pastor 
Ph: (516) 293-1838  
E: fccelders@aol.com
www.farmingdalechristianchurch.org

North Carolina
BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 3178, 
Shelby, NC 28151
Harry J. Gregory, Sr., Sr. Elder-Apostle
Ph: (704) 481-0990 

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Rd.
Granite Falls, NC 28630
Randy Bowlin, Pastor  
Ph: (828) 396-7690 
E: cfs@conninc.com

COVENANT CHURCH INTERNATIONAL
12621 Strickland Rd. 
Raleigh, NC 27613
Jim Sink, Sr., Pastor
Ph: (919) 846-8742

Ohio
COVENANT FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
3948 Carson Salts Springs Rd.
Newton Falls, OH 44444
Dane Price, Pastor  
Ph: (330) 872-7060 
E: pastordane@aol.com
www.covfam.org

NEW WINE COVENANT COMMUNITY
1215 Polaris Pkwy. Ste. 214 
Columbus, OH 43240-2037
Michael Cook, Pastor 
Ph: (614) 554-9017
E: information@sowers.us
www.sowershome.com

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
5550 Lancaster Newark Rd. N.E.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148
Dennis Coll, Pastor
Ph: (740) 862-6443  
E: life@covenantchristianchurch.us
www.covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
925 W. Hopocan Ave.
Barberton, OH 44203 
John Akins & Joe Schoblocher, Pastors 
Ph: (330) 825-9603 

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES
1213 Taplin Ave., 
Barberton, OH 44319 
John Akins, President
Ph: (330) 825-9603 

Oklahoma
ABUNDANT LIFE TABERNACLE 
P.O. Box 2661, 
Ada, OK 74820
Ph: (580) 332-0325
George Carson, Pastor

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
3106 N. Utah, 
Oklahoma City, OK  73112 
Dwight Cunkle, Pastor 
Ph: (405) 943-5939 
E: katsnoo@hotmail.com
www.covenantlifechurch.com

Pennsylvania
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH
110 Hays Rd., 
Upper St. Clair PA 15241
Rick Wiater, Pastor
Ph: (724) 941-9418
E: pastorrickw@verizon.net
www.goodshepherdchurchofsouthhills.org 

COVENANT CHURCH EAST 
623 Highland Ave., 
Greensburg,  PA 15601
Jim Adkins, Pastor
Ph: (724) 838-7611 
www.covenanteast.org

Tennessee
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH
1000 Woodridge Place
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
Larry Grainger, Pastor 
Ph: (615) 754-7035 
www.alcmtjuliet.com

Texas
CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
17000 Longenbaugh Dr.
Houston, TX  77095 
Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor  
Ph: (281) 463-6600 
E: ccc@christcov.net
www.christcov.net

BOY WITH A BALL
P.O. Box 14387, 
San Antonio, TX 78214-4387
Ph: (210) 858-5812

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO
6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N.,
#505  Houston, TX  77041 
Manuel Montez, Pastor
Ph: (281) 859-0191 

FOUNDATION MINISTRIES
P.O. Box 291130, 
Kerrville, TX 78029 
Rene Brown, Director
Ph: (817) 444-6475 

EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES
5411 McPherson Rd., #84-102  
Laredo, TX 78041 
Terry Everroad, President 
Ph: (715) 635-7824  
E: terry@everroad.com

Virginia
HARVEST CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
5 Serene Ct., 
Stafford, VA 22556
Jim McNally, Pastor
Ph: (540) 286-1560
E: harvestjim@aol.com
www.harveststafford.com

HARVEST INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES
5 Serene Ct., 
Stafford, VA 22556 
Jim McNally, Pastor 
Ph: (540) 286-1560 
El: harvestjim@aol.com
www.becomingsons.com

YADA INTERNATIONAL
c/o Bradley Stuart
6 Serene Ct., 
Stafford, VA 22556
E: yadaoffice@gmail.com
www.yadainternational.com

HERITAGE HARVEST FELLOWSHIP
37825 Hyatt Lane, 
Purcellville, VA 20132 
Gary Bergel, Pastor/Director
Ph: (540) 668-6043
E: BergelFam@aol.com

OAKBROOK CHURCH
1700 Reston Pkwy. 
Reston, VA, 20194 
John Moyle, Pastor
Ph: (703) 437-4900  
E: Info@oakbrookchurch.org
www.oakbrookchurch.org

GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
8910 E. Pocahontas Trail
Willamsburg, VA  23187
Thomas McCormick, Pastor
Ph: (757) 565-0801 
E: patmc@tni.net

Would you like your ministry
or church listed here?
Please contact us at 
(888) 811-2276 for more
information.
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IN OUR FAMILY, RELAXATION IS VERY 
hard work.  It is a known fact that no matter when we
try to go on a rare vacation, and no matter where, there
will be a major construction project beginning at our
hotel corresponding with our arrival.  Or possibly a hur-
ricane. As I write these words, my wife, Susanne, and I
areattempting to celebrate our recent Twenty-Fifth
Wedding Anniversary by traveling to a country which
has suddenly become shrouded in clouds of volcanic ash.   
I think that major resorts, and possibly nations, should

pay us to stay away.  
This Spring, on the actual date of our Silver Wedding

Anniversary, Susanne and I planned a quiet day together,
with a lovely lunch scheduled overlooking Mobile Bay.
As I was preparing to meet her, I received a phone call
from my college-aged daughter, Gracie, who was driving
home from class.  Her tearful voice on the other end of the
line startled me.

“Daddy, where are you?”
“I’m at home, what’s wrong?”
No parent wants to hear their daughter crying on the

phone when she is supposed to be arriving home.  I
braced for bad news.

“Oh, Daddy, it’s terrible!”  

“Honey, where are you?  What’s wrong?”
“Daddy, somebody here in the neighborhood had

an accident and ….”
Dramatic pause.
“Daddy, somebody has hit a possum with their car.”
Long exhale from Dad.
“But, it’s a Momma possum, and she’s dead, and

there are possum babies coming out and they are run-
ning into the street, and I am trying to keep cars from
hitting them.”
Now, some people may have heard my story about

“The Turtle in the Road,” where God spoke to me
through the dilemma of a poor, helpless terrapin.  (Note:
God did not speak to me through the turtle; only through
the situation.  Let us be clear.)  At any rate, the acorn has
not fallen far from the tree, as my daughter apparently shares
our family predilection for rescuing animals in danger.  
Understand, it isn’t every day you get to celebrate

your 25th Anniversary, and I didn’t want to delay or miss
my hot date.  Especially not for a possum.  I don’t like
possums, except with rice and brown gravy. 
Of course, it wasn’t about the possum.  My little girl

needed her Daddy, and within minutes, I was standing
next to her in the road, directing traffic and corralling four

WARNING:  Graphic story.  Do not read while eating.  Especially if eating marsupials.  Also, do not
read if you are offended by my incorrect spelling of “opossum”.  
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wayward baby possums.  I was also working the cell phone,
calling “Animal Control” for assistance.  As it turns out,
“Animal Control” said that they didn’t handle “wild ani-
mals,” which was a major newsflash to me.  
Thank God for an understanding wife, who agreed to

postpone our wonderful date until I could resolve this cri-
sis.   After all, she’s not just a great wife, but a loving Mom
who felt the con-
cerns of our
daughter.   
Soon, my

Dad was in on
the rescue as well,
bringing me a
much-needed box
and some high-tech possum extraction equipment (paper
towels) which I put to use in gathering up the four little
possum babies who were just opening their eyes and mak-
ing tiny heart-rending yelps.
I soon discovered that there were four more baby pos-

sums who were not yet, shall we say, delivered yet.  For the
sake of the squeamish, I will fast-forward the story and say
that I tenderly placed eight healthy newborn possums into
the box for a rushed drive to an environmental study center
which specializes in care for wounded or imperiled animals.  
As I prepared to leave, I thanked my father and hugged

my daughter.  She grabbed me tight and through a teary
smile said, “Well, Daddy, now you can do a message
about The Possum in the Road.”  
Love is an amazing motivator, especially the love of

a parent for their child. Love is not only expressed in the
spectacular—such as possum rescues—but in being

available and engaged in living life together.  It is in being
willing to sacrifice what is precious or enjoyable for you to be
in situations that may be unpleasant or difficult—for the sake
of blessing or helping the people you love.
Jesus taught us to pray to God, “our Father.”  In Luke 11,

Jesus said that if earthly fathers desire to do good for their
children, how much more will our Heavenly Father give us

good gifts, including the
precious gift of the Holy
Spirit?  He said in
Matthew 6 that if the
Heavenly Father takes
care of the birds, how
much more will He care
for His children?  

Those who have received Jesus Christ by faith now
have the nature of the Father living within them.  John tells
us that “God is love.”  He not only expresses His love to
us, but also through us.  And love is the greatest lesson that
we can teach our children.  
Love is costly.  Love can be messy.  Love makes you

reach.  Love is not convenient.  Love is often not expressed
on your own terms.  Love will cause you to rescue possum
babies on your Silver Wedding Anniversary.  
Speaking of the Anniversary, within an hour of my

documentary-worthy possum adventure, I was cleaned up
and seated across the table from my lovely wife enjoying
her company, the cuisine, and the bayside view. 
And thinking, “Praise God, we don’t live near any

needy polar bears.”  

the POSSUM
in the ROAD

It was not the typical way to celebrate a Silver Wedding Anniversary

B Y  S T E P H E N  S I M P S O N{

{
“Love is not only expressed in the
spectacular but in being available
and engaged in living life together.”

S U M M E R  2 0 1 0

121
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How to Respond to Daily
Real World Pressures
by JONATHAN SIMPSONWHAT
JIM LOOKED AGAIN AT THE ALARM

clock. 5:59am. One minute left he thought.
He felt as though he were watching the
countdown on a bomb clock. Jim had spent
the last three hours in bed, unable to
sleep, while his mind cycled through a myr-
iad of concerns. Last night’s argument with
his wife, the overdue bills, the reports due
for the Seattle project all seemed like
weights bearing down on him. BEEP…
BEEP… BEEP the alarm clock sounded. 

In the shower a random statistic flashed
into Jim’s thoughts: “heart attacks most
commonly occur on Monday mornings.”
“Just my luck” Jim mumbled aloud,
unaware he wasn’t the only one in the
bathroom. “What was that!?” Jim’s wife
snapped from somewhere over by the sink.
”Nothing” said Jim. 

The box of doughnuts in the kitchen had
one left. By now it was stale but it was
Raspberry, Jim’s favorite. He filled his mug
with coffee and jumped in the car. Surfing
through the morning radio shows Jim took
in the latest news sound bites of the econo-
my, Ahmadinejad, an earthquake some-
where, the oil spill, and Afghanistan—where
his little brother was serving. Each topic
seemed to be bringing new troubling head-
lines. “I need some music” he thought.

STRESS
DONE

FOR

HAS

LATELY?
YOU
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Flipping through the dial, he paused
as peaceful guitar strumming caught
his attention. The singer began, “Any
minute now, my ship is coming in.
I’ll keep checking the horizon…” Jim
started to sing along wondering to
himself when he even learned the
song. “…I already have a plan. I’m
waiting for my real life to begin.”
He felt a connection to the music as
he pulled into the office parking lot. 

Entering the office, the harsh reali-
ty hit. All of the to-do’s came flooding
to Jim’s mind. His pulse quickened.
While making his way down the corri-
dor to his office, Jim’s supervisor
turned the corner. “Jim, I was hoping
to catch you this morning. You know I
need those reports for the Seattle
project.” “No, problem” Jim replied,
“I’m on it.” “By the end of today, Jim.”
“You got it.”

Marty from Accounting was next to
greet Jim. “Jim, I still need those data
sheets.” “Yeah I was going to ask
you…” “Woah, dude!” Marty interrupt-
ed. “Nice Jelly blowout on the shirt!”
While Jim was still looking down at the
big blob of Raspberry jelly on his
shirt, Marty walked passed him.  “End
of the day, Jim, end of the day,” Marty
repeated.

Walking past the break room, the
usual suspects were in the midst of
their pre-workday antics. “Jimbo!
Come on in man! They brought your
favorite today, Raspberry Doughnuts.”
“No thanks,” Jim said as he tried to
keep moving forward. “Hey Jim, let
me know if you need help later
unpacking those bags under your
eyes.” The giddy laughter echoed
down the hall as Jim opened his office
door and sank into his chair. “God
help me,” Jim whispered. 

It would be easy for us to pick Jim
apart. There are several stressors   
and stress companions to be found

in this story. I won’t take up the space
to identify them all here. But we could
lay out a plan for Jim that would
include classes in time management,
project management, nutrition, stress
management, and then throw in some
marital counseling and maybe some
psychiatric therapy, and Jim should be
shipshape right? 

Chances are you know a “Jim” or
might identify with some elements of
his tale. Perhaps his life seems to
have no stress compared with yours.
Stress affects everyone differently.
But make no mistake, it affects us all.

The question is, what will our response
be? And will we be open to what God
might be trying to do or say to us? 

Stress: the overachiever
Back in 1983, the subject of stress

landed on the cover of Time Magazine.
It was called the “Epidemic of the
Eighties.”  So, considering our pro-
gression into instability, how have we
fared with the epidemic?

Recent statistics show the following:

Americans feel that their stress has
increased over the past five years. 1

One-third of Americans feel they are
living with extreme stress. 1

About half of Americans say money and
work are the leading causes of stress. 1

About half of Americans report lying
awake at night due to stress.1

Stress causes more than half of Americans
to fight with people close to them. 1

Workplace stress costs more than $300
billion each year in health care, missed
work and stress-reduction. 2

Physiologically, we’ve learned that
stress raises the heart rate, blood
pressure, and blood sugar. That’s ter-
rific if you’re a gladiator fighter, but
for the rest of us, it tends to be a neg-
ative. Stress hates to work alone, so it
typically brings some close friends over
to play. These include a gang of coping
methods such as denial, bad diet,
escapism, procrastination, and drugs
and alcohol to name a few.

Affecting stress
Stress in and of itself is not a sin. It

could be caused by sin or easily accom-

panied by sin; but not necessarily.
Jesus certainly experienced stress. In
Luke 22, we see Jesus praying in the
garden, knowing what was to take
place, praying “in anguish”. The
Scripture says “His sweat was like
drops of blood falling to the ground.” 

It’s good to know that in the midst
of our stress, we have an Advocate
who knows stress. Most people find it
hard to empathize with the struggles
of others unless they’ve experienced
them first-hand. In other words, we
tend to have mercy toward others for
what we struggle with or can under-
stand. But thank God, Lamentations
3:22-24  tells us that “Through the
LORD’s mercies we are not consumed,
because His compassions fail not.
They are new every morning; great is
Your faithfulness. ‘The LORD is my
portion,’ says my soul, ‘Therefore I
hope in Him!’” 

Woah, dude!” Marty interrupted.

“Nice Jelly
blowouton the shirt!” 
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Jesus prayed at Gethsemane:
“Father, if you are willing, take this
cup from me; yet not my will, but
yours be done.” Here is the perfect
model of honesty and obedience to
the Father’s will. Notice what hap-
pened next: the Scripture says that
“An angel from heaven appeared to
him and strengthened him.” And so
can it also be with us. God may or
may not choose to remove us from
the situation, but if we are honest
and obedient with Him, He can
strengthen us and allow the seed
that we have received to fall into
good soil.  

Jesus told us that “in this world
you will have trouble.” Stress calls us
to confront our limitations. It cracks
our cisterns. It can redirect us to the
Father if we allow it. We live with
stress; it’s unavoidable. But we don’t
have to always live under it. And, in a
time where stress is affecting so
many, we have an opportunity to be
mindful, and reach out to people, and
lighten their load. 

If you find yourself under stress,
consider the following verses and
remember that at CSM, we are here
to stand with you in prayer.  Feel free
to let us know. 

“Perseverance must finish its
work so that you may be mature and
complete, not lacking anything”
(James 1:4 NIV).

“But those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles; they will run
and not grow weary, they will walk and
not be faint” (Isaiah 40:31 NIV). 

1 American Psychological Association

2 The American Institute of Stress

supporting businesses
R.W. Beckett Corporation
John D. Beckett, Chairman

P.O. Box 1289 • Elyria, OH 44036
(440)353-6203 • www.beckettcorp.com

Contractors of Today, Inc.
Gary Soutullo, Owner

P.O. Box 850941 • Mobile, AL 36685
(251)639-1578

Cornerstone Furniture Inc. 
Quentin S. Mulder, Owner

915 Grand Rapids St. • Middleville, MI 49333 
(269)795-3259 • cornerstonefurniture.com

VRS Associates, Inc. 
Marketing Communications 
Vivian Ruth Sawyer, Owner

615 Breckinridge Lane, Ste. 100 
Louisville, KY 40207 

(502)899-7613 • e-mail: vrsinc@aol.com

Axia Merchant Services
Randal Clark, CEO/President
Erik Krueger, Chairman

535 Chapala St.  
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

(877)875-6114 • axia-eft.com
e-mail: rclark@axia-eft.com

e-mail: ekrueger@axia-eft.com

MacLeish Building, Inc. 
Dan & Joyce MacLeish & 
Dan MacLeish Jr., Owners
650 E. Big Beaver #F 
Troy, MI 48083-1432 

(248)524-3244

The Discovery Thrift Store
Gary Browning, President/Director 

9908 County Rd. 64 • Daphne, AL 36526
(251)621-0682

Residence Artists, Inc.
Keith Landies, President

220 Fifth Avenue • Chardon, OH 44024
(440) 946.8824 (Cleveland)
440.286.8822 (Chardon)
440.286.8218 (Fax)

e-mail: info@residenceartists.com
Web: www.residenceartists,com

Would you like your business listed in
Marketplace Exchange? Contact Jonathan
Simpson at: (251)633-7900, or via e-mail at:

jonathan.simpson@csmpublishing.org
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Jonathan Simpson is Director of the Construction
Services Team for Apex III, a construction firm
based in Mobile, AL. He also coordinates
Marketplace Exchange for CSM and provides
management assistance for the Hidden Treasures
Costa Rica ministry.

121

JULY 16-19
EL CAJON, CA   

AUGUST 3-7 
BRUSSELS, BELGIUM  

AUGUST 13-18
TACOMA, WA 

AUGUST 21-22
PITTSBURGH, PA 

SEPTEMBER 15-19
PINEVILLE, LA

SEPTEMBER 26
HATTIESBURG, MS 

SEPTEMBER 30 - OCTOBER 3
GULL LAKE, MI

CHARLES SIMPSON 
MINISTRY ITINERARY

For Charles’ complete itinerary 
and for more information, visit

www.csmpublishing.org
or call 251.625.2963

RON GRAY serves the
kingdom of God through
sharing the uncompromised
Word of God. He is on the
Board of International
Outreach Ministries (IOM)
and Charles Simpson

Ministries and is the Director of Mission
Growth for IOM leading short-term teams to
various countries in the world.

For Ron Gray’s Ministry Itinerary 
and for more information, visit: 
ronaldgrayministries.org
or call: (251) 621-0983

JIM NEWSOM is a
dynamic speaker with an
amazing life story. He is the
Executive Director of Outward
Focused and ministers to
prisoners and their families.

For Jim Newsom’s Ministry Itinerary
and for more information, visit: 

outwardfocused.org
or call: (502) 426-0685

C E L E B R A T E  E N D U R A N C E
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enables us to run with patience (see
Hebrews 12:1).
I love Hebrews 12. It gives us

keys to endurance. Here are some:

Patience is essential to endurance.

Look to Jesus who epitomizes
endurance.

Look to the joy ahead that awaits
endurance.

Consider how Jesus endured 
unwarranted hostility.

Consider what you haven’t had to
do—shed blood to endure.

Accept discipline as from God—it is
preparation for endurance.

Strengthen your hands and knees
so that you can stand in the time 
of trouble.

Keep on the straight path.
Crooked roads make us vulnerable.

Pursue peace and holiness.  Loss of
either can cost you.

Avoid bitterness that defiles you
and others.

Don’t sell out at any price.

Look to where we are going—to 
eternal places.

Revelation 12:11 adds other
means to endurance:

Know what the blood of Christ pur-
chased for you.

Know your testimony—the word 
of God.

Love not your own life, even
unto death.

All of these provisions are given for
our endurance and all are gifts of
God’s grace.  Reliance and diligence
are the two attitudes that assure our
survival.  Galatians 6:9 promises
that we will reap in due time if we
do not faint.  Psalm 126:5-6 also
promises that if we will continue to
sow, even in times of tears, we will
one day reap with joy.

HONOR ENDURANCE
My pastor, Ken Sumrall, was

asked how he accomplished so
much, building a large church, a
Bible college, a mission society, and
raising so many spiritual sons.  His
answer was simple and direct, “I
didn’t quit.”
God helps and blesses those

who endure.  I saw that again as I
participated in John Duke’s celebra-
tion.  I felt that I, too, was reaping.
In fact, we all were. When we honor
what is worthy, we reap the rewards
with those that we honor: the joy,
the victory, and the fellowship of
their achievement.
I didn’t play football last year,

but my favorite team won the cham-
pionship.  I celebrated their victo-
ries and got a small measure of their
joy. I was not John Duke, but I got
a measure of his joy. I wasn’t Moses,
but I rejoice at His endurance. I was
not Washington, but I reaped some
of his rewards. And of course, we
didn’t have to die on a cruel cross,
but, praise God, I enjoy the benefits
now and forever!
Because of this, I have been

inspired to keep on, to endure what-
ever cross I face, and receive a
crown that does not fade away.
This word will meet you wherever
you are. In sobriety? Make another
day. In a pastorate?  Make another
year. In a business?  Find a way. In
a marriage? Fight for it. Got kids?
Don’t give up on them. Fighting a
physical battle? Keep fighting in
faith. Feeling weak? Seek the God
of all power.
You can do all things through

Christ who strengthens you (see
Philippians 4:13). Humble yourself
before God, cry out to Him, and He
will lift you up and plant your feet on
the Rock. We have a lot to do and
must know that it is Christ in us, the
hope of Glory (see Colossians 1:27).
Be rooted in Him (see Colossians
2:6-7). Let His word dwell in you
richly, teach and admonish one
another, keep raising spiritual sons
(see Colossians 3:16).  
Celebrate endurance, both in

those that endure, and in your own
life.  Use the tools and show others
how.  Be a model.  And when reap-
ing time comes, be sure to give the
Lord all the glory! 121
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Charles Simpson is  Editor-In-Chief of
One-to-One Magazine. He ministers extensively
throughout the United States and among the
nations.
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Charles Simpson Ministries
P.O. Box 850067
Mobile, AL 36685-0067

Return Services Requested

There is a desperate need for training, 
discipleship, and relationship in our times. 
Join Charles Simpson, Dwayne Higgason,
Stephen Simpson, Tim Parish, and Robert Grant
as they boldly declare biblical patterns and
fresh stories about how God is 
equipping a new generation!

MESSAGES FROM CSM’S ANNUAL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

GO
7 CDS (D126P).........................................49$ EA (plus $6.00 each S & H).

CALL (888) 811-2CSM OR VISIT WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG

GO GOGOGO
GO

GO

GO
GO

GO

GO

GO
GO

GO
GO

GOGOGO

GO
GOGO

GO

GO

GOGOGO GO
GO

GO

GO

GO

GOGO
GO

GO

GO

GO

GO

GO
GOGO

GO

GO

GO

GO

GO
GO GO

GO

GO

GO

GO

GO

GO

GO

GO

GO

GO

GO

GO

GO

GOGOGO

GO

GO

GO GO
GO

GO

1-2-1-Summer-2010 ps3_OneToOne  7/13/10  9:08 AM  Page 16




