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THE RETURN OF THE

turtle

| LOVE GETTING PRESENTS, ESPECIALLY SURPRISE PRESENTS AT

surprise times. So imagine my joy on a recent January Sunday when

| received a box wrapped festively with an accompanying message that my
sermons had been encouraging to one of our church members. She wanted
me to know that the box contained a turtle—not a live one, mind you, but a
very special beautifully-crafted wooden one nonetheless. Immediately, |
knew precisely why she was giving me this turtle, and what it meant.

You are probably won-
dering when | will share
that secret knowledge with
you. Your patience is about
to be rewarded.

Some months ago, | was
having a very difficult
Saturday, facing many chal-
lenges, tasks, conflicts, and
disappointments. To make
matters worse, | couldn’t
seem to get a sermon
together for the next day’s
service. So, | decided to
console myself in the usual
way, which is to go to lunch
at my favorite bayside
restaurant and tuck into a
nice bow! of pickled beets.
On my way, | passed a turtle
in the road, bravely strug-
gling to make the crossing
without becoming turtle
jerky. 1 may have mentioned
already, in passing, that |
was having a bad weekend,
and though | wished the tur-
tle no harm, my “help-o-
meter” was already in the
red zone, and so | zipped

- right d him and con-

¥ churchvagd then pmmpﬂy

And then the Lord spoke
to me: “Just because you're
having a rough time doesn’t
mean you can’t help the
turtle out of his trouble.”
Past experiences of ignor-
ing the Lord’s voice, or
rebelling against His lead-
ing have taught me that
those are generally poor
choices, and so reluctantly,
| turned the car around and
drove back to the site of the
little turtle’s quest.

Something in me began
to empathize with the tur-
tle, and so I picked him up,
careful to avoid his fierce
jaws and deadly talons, and
carried him across the road
and into the safety of the
woods. As | did, the Lord
reminded me of the ways in
which He carries me, and
how He has called me to
take what I've received
from Him and share it—
joyfully—with others.

That day, | saved a turtle
and got a sermon, and |
shared it the next day at

forgot about it. Fast for-
ward to this recent January
Sunday, as | came into the
sanctuary tired and battle
weary, facing some fresh
challenges, less than enthu-
siastic about having to
preach, and wondering—in a
fit of self-pity—if | had a
friend in the world.

Suddenly, | was handed
the gift and the message
about the turtle, and how
God had somehow used me
to bless a wonderful sister in
our spiritual family. Joy hit
me like a bracing hug (or
kick in the pants) and com-
pletely changed my outlook.
Encouragement-literally, “to
give heart”—had come full
circle again, passed from
friend to friend, to return
again with “new mercies”
that were fresh and
enlivening.

In 1 Samuel 30, we see
how David encouraged him-
self in the Lord after a bit-
ter defeat, when all seemed
lost. What wonderful news:

wyagan ﬁnd hnpe rmhe &308

Lord—He is the strength

of our hearts. Having then
received this gift from the
Lord, we are called to share
it with others. Amazingly,
encouragement has a way
of coming back to you...it is
a most hearty and
resourceful seed to sow.
Once it takes root in hearts,
it grows like a vine, and
bears much good fruit...and
fruit that remains.

Find encouragement in
the Lord, and share it with
somebody today, in words
and in deeds. Make Isaiah
58 and Isaiah 61 your own
personal mission, as Jesus
did. Be a part of some-
body’s deliverance. You
never know when they may
come back to be a part of
yours. €

Stephen Simpson is the Editor of
One-to-One and Senior Pastor of
Covenant Church of Mobile. He is also
available for ministry in your city. For
more information, contact Betty Duke:
hettydukecsm@aol.com / (251) 633-7900.

“THE TURTLE IN THE ROAD”

BY STEPHEN SIMPSON
How to find encouragement and
share it with others in a dangerous
and hopeless world
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FEATURE

'TO THE NATURAL MIND, GREATNESS AND HUMILITY
are in conflict. But 1 |, humility is the path to greatness. We need to grasp
this lesson for many '@&&I @ discuss with you. It can save our lives.

~ The conflict between greatness and humility can be seen all around us in
‘every arena of life. Sports offer us many exampies ESPN is a popular channel

for sports fans. Recently ESPN ran a video of a “great” running back. I could
call it “hype” or a pufrf pnece It was evident that the talented football player

' evangehst bragged to me that he was
: hnmhle man, but this evangelxst




So what is humility? It is free-
dom from arrogance, a modest esti-
mate of oneself, a deep sense of
unworthiness before God, a sub-
mission to His will. A willingness
to hear criticism—whether it is just
or unjust—is a way of yielding to
God, making room for Him to be
the judge, where we are placing
ourselves in His hands.

The most obvious and best
example of humility is Jesus, who—
though He was God made flesh—
became the servant of all and made
Himself of no reputation (see
Philippians 2:5-11).

HumBLe v BIRT

Jesus did not come to us as
Superman, descending from the
galaxy. He came as a baby, com-
pletely vulnerable. He was born to a
humble maiden in a manger among
livestock, in the village of
Bethlehem. Joseph, the step-father
of our Lord, was a carpenter=a,

brought favor from His heavenly
Father and the local community.
Humility is the foundation for spiri-
tual growth; it enables one to listen
and learn.

HuemBLe v BAPTISM

John the Baptist preached
repentance and baptism as a
demonstration of it. Multitudes

common laborer. Mary, Joseph, 3ncb } came out to the Jordan River to hear

Bethlehem were Divine choices=
deliberate decisions to begin Jesus’
journey to glory in humility.

HumBLe v CHiLeHoon

Jesus was taken from Bethlehem
to grow up in Nazareth, another
obscure village of common people.
Luke 2:51-52 tells us that Jesus sub-
mitted Himself to His parents. He
was the Son of God, yet subject to
His earthly parents. His submission
is further éwidence of His humility as
a child.

Luke also tells us that being sub-
ject to His parents, He increased In
wisdom, stature, and favor with God
and man2Humility enabled Jesus to
cope with His evident knowledge
and chatacter, and to learn, thus
avoiding the pitfalls of pride. It also
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John and
Jesus had no
identifying with Sinnets in baptism
over John’s reluctance obaptwg

While baptism is a joyful experi-
ence, signifying our death to self and
being raised to new life, it is also a
humbling experience. It is a public
confession and placing ourselves in
the hands of another to be buried
and resurrected. Baptism was for
Jesus a foretelling of His emerging
ministry of identification with sin-
ners, and placing His own life in the
Father’s hands, in a literal death, bur-
ial, and Resurrection.

aptlzcd Though

HumBLE In mINISTRY

Jesus’ ministry was the most
powerful and supernatural that the
world ever witnessed. There was no

obstacle He could not overcome, from
raging seas to raising the dead. Some
wanted to make Him the King of
Israel (see John 6:15).
Multitudes came on foot
walking for days just to

get a glimpse of Him. But Jesus
refused human glory and took no
credit for His exploits (see John 5:19).
The reason that the Father could

invest such power in Jesus was
because He knew that His Son
would not succumb to the deception
that often destroys those who seek
power and glory.

_ Another evidence of Jesus humil-

ity was His ablllty to be with sinners

without losing His own righteous—
ness. Good as He was, He waSnot...
too good to sit with sinners. He
came for them. In His Sermon on
the Mount, He said that the humble
would be blessed—those who saw
their own need (see Matthew 5-7).

HuempBLe Iv pekT

Humility is not always rewarded
by humanity, and so it was with
Jesus. He was rejected, not because
He had committed some deed, but
because He was a threat to those in
power, and because the Father had
chosen Him to take upon Himself




our sin. Isaiah 53, the Gospels, and
Philippians 2:5-11 so clearly and pro-
foundly describe His death.

Jesus said, “Not My will, but
Your’s be done.” He humbled
Himself even unto the death on the
Cross—which was a cursed death.
In addition, He died between
thieves, who were being punished
for their own sin, but He died for
ours. To quietly take the punish-
ment that others deserve is a
humility that very few of us will
never achieve. But in His case, it is
our salvation.

Humility is not an end in itself;
that is, we do not walk humbly just
to be known as humble. Humility is
a demonstration that we trust the
Father to raise us up to the measure
of His purpose. Jesus knew that the
Vindicator was near (see Isaiah
50:7-11). He knew something that
we must learn; the Vindicator is
near to those who humbly trust in
Him. We cannot vindicate our-
selves.We have an Advocate with
the Father who must vindicate us
(see 1 John 2:1).

TRWST Anp olbeY

Jesus obeyed and trusted the Father

in His humility; therefore,
the Father raised
Him up and gave

Him a name above

every name. At His

name every knee shall

bow and every tongue

& confess that He is Lord,

i because He is worthy!

" Jesus attempted to teach us

. the great lesson of humility in

- Matthew 23:12. “Whoever

exalts himself shall be put down,

~ and whoever humbles himself

. shall be lifted up.” Humility is

| our task; lifting up is His.
: 43 3

Pride is inordinate self-esteem,
conceit, a sense of superiority due to
beauty, wealth, ability, power, or
achievement. It is expressed in many
ways: Cockiness, self-promotion,
insolence, rebellion, or patronizing
tones. It is repulsive to God who is
truly superior yet respects humility.
It is also repulsive to others.

Pride is Satan’s sin (see Ezekiel
28:12-19). It got him cast out of heav-
en and eventually into the pit. Satan
was proud of his place, beauty, and
power—he lost it all. He (better than
us) understands its deceptive force,

and, he uses it against us. It sets us
up for a fall, creates strife, blinds us to
reality, and masks our insecurity. It
causes us to persecute others who are
innocent and criticize those who
achieve more than we do. The list of
pride’s problems is endless.

AnTIDoTES

Pride is a terrible disease for
which there is a cure, thank God!
Most of us have at sometime suc-
cumbed to the “pride virus,” like the
man who was given a badge for his
humility. But when he wore it, they
took it away. John Wesley, who
believed in “entire sanctification,” was
asked if he was entirely sanctified.

1.4 THE - HUMBLE CHRIST
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He replied that if he said that he
was, he would not be.

So what can we do to prevent
this fatal disease in our own lives?
The apostle Peter was afflicted with
pride (see Matthew 26:33-35) but
was cured at the Cross. This same
Peter offers us the cure when he
writes: “Humble yourselves under
the mighty hand of God, that He may
exalt you in due time” (see 1 Peter
5:6). Again, humility is our task—
exaltation is the Lord’s.

It is interesting to note that in pre-

vious verses he tells younger people to

submit to elders and everyone to be
submissive toward each other. Other
Scriptures tell us to “in honor prefer
one another.”

There are several antidotes to
pride, or means to humility, which
will help us to avoid the “pride virus™:

Regquloviy get wrte
Qod's presence —if we truly
enter His presence, we will see our-
selves in need (see Isaiah 6:1-7).

F'mo\ U‘-ok\" MiSSion,
Mission will humble you as you
discover you limitations and
dependence upon God.

Read biegy, af\n]c,s of truly
great people  and realize that they
survived dark humbling times to be
finally promoted.
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Sevve eotweys who are in need.
Serving humbles us to see our bless-
ings and the desperation of others.

Learn from twe oXYYogourrk
how not to be, or how not to repeat
their errors.

Kssociote with people
Whe are MeYe Mmoathre, of
wigeY than yourself as often as
possible.

Dont gpend Mch Yime
listening Yo cYrtics, their pride
is contagious.

SWomrt yroky oe'mlons and
decisions to someone you respect,
Submission is a mark of humility and
wisdom.

Many years ago a friend and I
were looking at boats. Just for fun, a
broker showed us a large yacht. The
name of it was “The Arrogant.” On
its deck was a small boat, a dingy

 named “Cocky.” The yacht was for

sale because the owner was in prison
for tax evasion.

If you are serious about this serious
subject, I would suggest Proverbs 16;
it will give you God’s word on
humility and pride: Beyond that,
you might get a concordance or visit

(S
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m and service. That path led Him

__ sively throughout the United

www.Biblegateway.com and look
up a variety of Scriptures concerning
humility and pride; there are many.
Again, it could save your life.

My purpose is to preserve us
through these perilous times. Our
nation and we who are believers
need to humble ourselves. It is the
prerequisite for much-needed revival
that will open our hearts and eyes to
reality, and cause appropriate action.

A new look at the humble Christ
will remind us that the One that we
follow walked the path of humility

to favor with the Father, Who exalt-
ed Him, and wants to bless us with
great blessings—when He knows
that such power, wealth, and beauty
will not destroy us as it did our
adversary. The choice is between
humility now or humiliation later.
Remember, Jesus was not only
the righteous Son of God, He was
intelligent—intelligent enough to
walk humbly and vigilant before the
Father; and give the glory to Him. €&

Charles Simpson is
Editor-In-Chief of One-to-One
Magazine. He ministers exten-

States and among the nations.
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KINGSTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
P.0. Box 26015, 732 Milford Dr., Kingston,
Ontario K7M 4Y0 » (613) 384-1034 «
David Thompson, Pastor

E-mail: thomp@kingston.net

Alabama

COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt Rd. Mobile, AL 36695,
(251) 639-9020 - Stephen Simpson,
Pastor « www.covenantmobile.com

FAITH COVENANT CHURCH
9908 Hwy 64, Daphne, AL, 36526
Contact Gary Browning (251) 621-6633

California

SADDLEBACK COVENANT CHURCH

23401 Madero, Ste. A = Mission Viejo, CA
92691 + (949) 770-0291

Kevin Davenport, Pastor

E-mail: info@saddlebackcovenant.com
www.saddlebackcovenant.com

. FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH

| 25361 Glen Park Rd. « Lombard, IL
| 60148 » (630) 627-7202 » Rich Raad,
. Pastor - E-mail: Admin@folc.net

- www.folc.net

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH

350 Cypress Ln. Ste, B « El Cajon, CA
92020 - (619) 442-7728 - Mark Hoffman
and David Hoffman, Co-Pastors « E-mail
www.foothillschurch.org

Connecticut

ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
P.0. Box 108, 980 Main St. Willimantic,
CT 06226 + (860) 456-2522 « Kevin
White, Pastor « E-mail: alcewilli@prodi-
gy.net - www. geocities.com/alccwilli

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
403 Church St. » New Britain, CT 06051
(860) 229-2083 + Ronald Brackett, Pastor

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
122 Colman St. « New London, CT 06320
(860) 447-3757 « Samuel Spatafore, Pastor

Florida

IGLESIA CRISTIANA CARIS

12200 SW. 129th Ct. » Miami, FL 33186
(305) 235-4471 » Elkin Espinal, Pastor
Website: www.caris.org

MIAMI TEAM

Church: 25505 SW 126 Ct., Princeton, FL
33032 | Mailing: P.O. Box 924394
Homestead, FL, 33092-4394

(305) 613-2526, Jim Bulkley, Director
E-Mail: jimbulkley@miamiteam.org

GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
2960 Plummer Cove Rd. « Jacksonville,
FL, 32223 - (904) 288-8808 - Pastors
Larry Broch; Billy Richards; David Eure
E-mail: grace@cxp.com
www.gracechapel.com

COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH
1007 Gospel Rd., Ft. Walton Beach, FL
32547 - (850) 863-1323 « Jim Grabo, Pastor

FIND A CHURCH!

CSM’S DIRECTORY OF
CONTRIBUTING
MINISTRIES

. Georgia

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

. P.O. Box 1286 « Suwanee, GA 30024,

- (678) 442-0401 « John Duke, Jr., Pastor

- BOY WITH A BALL

- P.0. Box 491207 - Lawrenceville, GA,

. 30049 - (B66) 510-3688 « Jamie Johnson,
| Director « losjohnson@boywithaball.com
 www.boywithaball.com

! Wlinois

| SPIRIT OF GOD FELLOWSHIP &

- RESTORATION MINISTRIES

. 16350 State St. « South Holland, IL

. 60473 (708) 331-1234 - Dr. John Sullivan
| E-mail: jfsddsi@aol.com

: lowa

. MASON CITY COVENANT CHURCH
| Church: 2402 S Federal Ave., Mason City, -
- 1A 50401 (641) 424-6339 - Mailing:

. 6 Hampshire Ct. - Mason City, 1A 50401
| William Backlin, Pastor

- E-mail: backliné@mchsi.com

' RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
. 4855 Forest Grove Dr., P.0. Box 347
. Bettendorf, 1A 52722 » (563) 332-5585

. Kentucky

. NEW COVENANT CHURCH

| 1200 Jefferson St. - Paducah, KY 42001
- (270) 575-3400 +, Mike Rothwell, Pastor
. E-mail: rothwell@nccpad.org www.ncc-
| pad.org

. NEW LIFE CHURCH

. www.newlifechurch-lou.org

: P.0. Box 22155 - Louisville, KY 40252-
. 0155 (502) 426-0685
| Jim Newsom, Executive Director

¢ Louisiana

. OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH

| P.0. Drawer H - Oberlin, LA 70655

| (337) 639-4465 « William Currie, Pastor
| E-mail: wandtfam@suddenlink.net

COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
. 3113 Coteau Rd. - New Iberia, LA 70560

| (337) 367-5879 - Steve Hebert, Steward

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH

905 Betz Creek Rd. » Savannah, GA
31410 - (912) 897-6630

Douglas Patterson, Pastor

E-mail: d.pattersonl5@comcast.net

Jim Tully, Pastor

3402 Goose Creek Rd., = Louisville, KY,
40241 - (502) 426-3132 « Tim Parish, Pastor
E-mail: timparish@newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT CHURCH

142 E. Broadway = Winchester, KY 40391
(859) 744-7453 « Stephen Humble, Pastor
E-mail: ccf@qx.nets
www.web.gx.net/shumble

OUTWARD FOCUSED

E-mail: jimnewsom@belisouth.net
www.outwardfocused.org

- E-mail: vickil23@xspedius.net

i Maryland

| CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

| 12411 Sussex Ln. » Bowie, MD 20715
- (301) 262-3625 + Bruce Miller, Pastor

. NEW HERITAGE CHURCH

- 9005 Chevralet Dr., Ste. B « Ellicott City,
MD 21042 - (410) 313-9660

. Randy Reinhardt & Fred Lessans, Pastors

| E-mail: newheritage@speakeasy.net

i www.new-heritage.org

| Massachusetts

- COVENANT CHURCH

- 9 Westminster Ave. + Arlington, MA

. 02474 « (781) 646-9027 » Brian Emmett,
. Pastor « E-mail: bemmet@cov.org

| www.covmin.org

Michigan
ASSYRIAN MINISTRY

© 200 S. Hooker Ave. = Three Rivers, MI

49093 « (269) 279-2672

John Booko, Director

E-mail: revbooko@hotmail.com
www.assyria.freeservers.com

CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3433 South Lincoln Rd. = Mt. Pleasant,

- MI 48858 « (989) 7731800
. Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor
- E-mail: cmecc@sensible-net.com

COVENANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
P.0. Box 4662 - East Lansing, M| 48826
(517) 333-2583 « Norm Dufrin, Pastor
E-mail: ndufrin@hotmail.com

i NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

- 4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy « Lansing, MI,
. 48917 - (517) 323-8180 - Pastor Fred
| McGlone / Pastor Jim Ryckman

- E-mail: fomcg3@aol.com

| NEW COVENANT CHURCH

. 2360 Opal Lake Rd. - Gaylord, MI, 49735
- (989) 939-7282 - Jeff Bennethum, Pastor
. E-mail: jeffbennethum@hotmail.com

. LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

i 2215 E. Michigan Ave. - Lansing, MI,
| 48912 - (517) 485-5483 - Malcom
Magee, Pastor « www.libertycc.net

| COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

i 7700 West Blue Rd. « Lake City, M|
: 49651 - (231) 839-2244

. Scott Goodwill, Pastor

| E-mail: clife@netonecom.net

. THE MASTER'S CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

| 971 Dutton Rd. + Rochester Hills, MI,

| 48306 - (248) 651-6785 - Dr. Loren

. Siffring, Pastor « E-mail: Loren@eesc.com

- NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF
| SOUTH EAST MICHIGAN

| 3302 Paint Creek Drive » Oakland

- Township, MI 48363 - (248) 693-1383
. Jim Bennethum, Pastor + E-mail:

. jim@newcovenantchristianchurch.com

- NEW COVENANT CHURCH OF
- WEBBERVILLE

7400 Stow Rd. « Fowlerville, M| 48836

| (517) 468-3443 + Jeff Williams, Pastor
| E-mail: jimk@tds.net

- OKEMOS CHRISTIAN CENTER

2630 Bennett Rd. » Okemos, M 48864
(517) 336-4148 » Craig Dumont, Pastor
www.okemoschristiancenter.com

AGAPE' CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 Cherokee = Kalamazoo, M| 49006

. (269) 385-5772 « Ron Vestrand, Pastor
. WWw. agapecc.com

 COVENANT FELLOWSHIP
. P.0. Box 484, Williamston, MI 48895

(517) 655-9131 Bill Michell, Pastor
E-mail: gomichells@cs.com

Mississippi

. COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

. P.0. Box 107 = McComb, MS 39648

- (601) 249-4854 « Michael T. McCarty,

* Pastor « E-mail: mmccartysr@pobox.com

GRACE TEMPLE
1131 Richburg Rd. « Hattiesburg, MS
39402 - (601) 264-0593

. Dwayne Higgason, Pastor
| www.gracetemple.com

- NEW COVENANT CHURCH

200 W. Garrard Rd. « Starkville, MS
39759 - (662) 323-4555
Bill Murphy, Pastor

| Missouri

| CHRIST THE KING CHURCH

. 9018 Big Bend Blvd. - St. Louis, MO
| 63119 - (314) 963-1278

' Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor

- E-mail: pete@ctkchurch.net

. www.ctkchurch.net

- WASHINGTON BIBLE FELLOWSHIP

| 920 West 6th Street - Washington, MO
| 63090 - (636) 390-9106

- Michael Ayers, Pastor

. www.washingtonfellowship.org

: Nebraska

COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH
P.0. Box 34789 » Omaha, NE 68134

(402) 498-9819 » Mark Woodruff, M.D.,
Pastor, www.covenantfamilychurch.org

i New Jersey

. LONG BRANCH COVENANT CHURCH

| P.0. Box 4158 Long Branch, NJ 07740
+ (732) 870-2028 Tony Moss, Pastor

E-mail: Lbcovenant@comcast.net

New York
FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

. 117/125 Main St. * Farmingdale, NY, 11735
| (516) 293-1838
+ John Quince, Pastor

E-mail: jandj1960@juno.com
www.forministry.com/11735fcc

FOR THE MOST UP TO DATE INFORMATION, VISIT THE CSM WEBSITE AT WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG
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North Carolina

BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH

P.0. Box 3178 - Shelby, NC 28151

(704) 481-0990 - Harry J. Gregory, Sr.,
Sr. Elder-Apostle

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Road = Granite Falls, NC
28630 « (828) 396-7690 - Terry Neal,
Pastor = E-mail: cfs@conninc.com

Ohio

COVENANT FAMILY FELLOWSHIP

3948 Carson Salts Springs Rd. = Newton
Falls, OH 44444 « (330) 872-7060 « Dane
Price, Pastor = E-mail: pastordane@aol.com
www.covfam.org

NEW WINE COVENANT COMMUNITY
1215 Polaris Pkwy. Suite 214 Columbus,
OH 43240-2037 « (614) 785-9232
Michael Cook, Pastor

E-mail: mcook@Sowers.US

CIRCLEVILLE CHRISTIAN
6985 Tarlton Rd. « Circleville, OH 43113
(614) 474-7984 « Contact: Church Office

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

5550 Lancaster Newark Rd. N.E.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148 - (740) 862-
6443 Dennis Coll, Pastor

E-mail: covenantchristian@earthlink.net
www.covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY

925 W. Hopocan Ave. - Barberton, OH
44203 - (330) 825-9603 = John Akins
and Joe Schoblocher, Pastors

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES

925 W. Hopocan Ave. « Barberton, OH
44203 - (330) 706-0952 « John Akins,
President

Oklahoma

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

3106 N. Utah = Oklahoma City, OK 73112
(405) 943-5939 = Dwight Cunkle, Pastor
www.covenantlifechurch.com

Tennessee

ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH

1000 Woodridge Place » Mt. Juliet, TN
37122 - (615) 754-7035 » Larry Grainger,
Pastor = www.alcmtjuliet.com

COVEMANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP

7510 Sleepy Hollow Rd. = Fairview, TN
37062 - (615) 799-2184

Ron Embry, Pastor

Texas

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

17000 Longenbaugh Dr. = Houston, TX
77095 - (281) 463-6600

Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor

E-mail: cce@christ-covenant-church.org
www.christ-covenant-church.org

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO

6125 W, 5am Houston Pkwy. N., #505
Houston, TX 77041 - (281) 859-0191
Manuel Montez, Pastor

CROSSROADS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
P.0. Box 3652 » Midland, TX 79702
(915) 682-2190 = Cecil Robinson, Pastor

FOUNDATION MINISTRIES

P.0. Box 291130 » Kerrville, TX 78029
(817) 444-6475 » Rene Brown, Director

WINTER 2009

- COLLEYVILLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

. 3508 Glade Rd. - Colleyville, TX 76034
| (B17) 354-5757 » Carter Foster, Pastor

| E-mail: carterfoster@pastor.com

- www.ccfdfw.com

. EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES
5411 McPherson Rd., #84-102

| Laredo, TX 78041 - (715) 635-7824
| Terry Everroad, President

- E-mail: terry@everroad.com

. Virginia

. HARVEST CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

- 5 Serene Ct. « Stafford, VA 22556

¢ (571) 334 8951 » Matt McNally, Pastor

E-mail: matt@provisiondent.com

| HARVEST INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES

| 5 Serene Ct. - Stafford, VA 22556

© (540) 286-1560 + Jim and Sean McNally,
. Pastors » E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com

| YADA INTERNATIONAL

. ¢/o Bradley Stuart

. 5 Serene Ct. - Stafford, VA 22556
| E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com

- www.yadainternational.com

HERITAGE HARVEST FELLOWSHIP
: 37825 Hyatt Lane = Purcellville, VA
. 20132 (540) 668-6043

Gary Bergel, Pastor/Director

 E-mail: BergelFam@aol.com

. OAKBROOK CHURCH

| 1700 Reston Pkwy « Reston, VA, 20194
i (703) 437-4900 - John Moyle, Pastor

. E-Mail: dan@oakbrookchurch.org

. www.oakbrookchurch.org

. GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH

. 8910 E. Pocahontas Trail

| Willamsburg, VA 23187 - (757) 565-0801
. Thomas McCormick, Pastor

¢ E-mail: patmc@tni.net

VINE COVENANT MINISTRIES
- 420 Hudgins Rd.
. Fredericksburg, vaA 22408

(540) 548-8456

¢ James E. Matthias, Pastor
. E-mail: mhammond21@juno.com

. Washington

- CALVARY COMMUNITY CHURCH

| 2717 NE 3rd Ave - Camas, WA 98607
© (360) 834-7522 - Scott Jones, Pastor

| Wisconsin

- NEW WINE

. N5665 Shady Oaks Lane « Spooner, Wi
| 54801 (715) 939-0203 Bob Otto, Pastor

For more information on CSM's

CONTRIBUTING
MINISTRIES
PROGRAM

P.0. Box 850067
Mobile, AL 36685-0067
Toll-free: (888) 811-2CSM
www.csmpublishing.org

CHARLES SIMPSON MINISTRY ITINERARY

FEBRUARY 28—MARCH 1+ GULFPORT, MS
Pass Road Baptist Church » Bobby McClellan « (228) 863-1697

MARCH 27-29 « MT. JULIET, TN
Abundant Life Church « Larry Grainger « (615) 754-7035

APRIL 22-24 « GATLINBURG, TN (see information below)

MAY 29-31 « FARMINGDALE, NY
Farmingdale Christian Church + John Quince « (516) 293-1838

SEPTEMBER 18-20 + HATTIESBURG, MS
Grace Temple = Dwayne Higgason « (601) 264-0593

OCTOBER 2-4 » GREENSBURG, PA
Covenant Church East = Jim Adkins « (724) 838-7611

For Charles’ complete itinerary and for more
information, visit www.csmpublishing.org
or call 251.625.2963

JIM NEWSOM RONALD GRAY,
is a dynamic speak- Director of Missions
er with an amazing Growth, International
life story. He is the Outreach Ministries,
Executive Director is “on the road,”
of Outward Focused and ministers encouraging helievers. Ronald also
to prisoners and their families. leads short-term mission trips to

assist I0M missionaries.

For Ronald Gray’s Ministry
Itinerary and for more
information, visit:
ronaldgrayministries.org
or call: (251) 621-0983

For Jim Newsom’s Ministry
Itinerary and for more
information, visit:
outwardfocused.org |
or call: (502) 426-0685 !

By THANKS, MOM! this special Mother's bay teach-

T HANKS ing and testimony was delivered by Senior Pastor
ALY SIS Stephen Simpson at Covenant Church of Mobile in 2007
YA (‘y/ /." in gratitude for his own mother and moms everywhere.

Ask for 55005 $8 (plus $3S & H)

A CALL TO ARMS:

 REGISTER
TODAY

LIMITED Spap)
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BY STEPHEN SIMPSON

FEBRUARY IS, FOR MANY, THE “MONTH OF LOVE,” HIGHLIGHTED BY THE
celebration of Valentine’s Day on the fourteenth day. I like Valentine’s Day...it'’s an
opportunity to express my love and gratitude to my wife, Susanne, in a special and
intentional way, and to be reminded that such expressions can never be offered
too much. And, there is the moral and loving obligation for me to consume at least
a couple of chocolate candies...in my wife’s honor, of course.

10 oNE-TO-ONE THE HUMBLE CHRIST




This Valentine's Day—and every
Valentine’s Day for the rest of my
life—will also carry special personal
significance for me, and for our whole
family. In 2008, one day before
Valentine's Day, my Mom went home
to be with the Lord after a lengthy
battle with cancer. Mom’s life was
filled with so much love, which she
lavished upon all of us in our family,
especially Dad, who loved her deeply
and fully in return.

@eﬁohsﬁaﬂol\

Dad and Mom’s love story is a
beautiful one, and it has touched
untold numbers of lives. Their first
“official” date was on Valentine’s Day,
1958. They both grew up in godly fam-
ilies, and both were sensing God’s call
on their lives before they met. My par-
ents had gotten to know each other
during a church revival-Dad was

preaching, and he needed a piano play-

er for the meetings. Love bloomed
over sodas following the evening serv-
ices, and they married in 1960.

My parents not only told one
another—often—of their love, but they
demonstrated it constantly through
unselfish acts, each constantly seek-
ing to bless the other. Their love
spilled over onto us as their children
and to so many others who have
related as natural and spiritual family
with them.

The apostle Paul wrote these words
to the Christians in Corinth:

(_v'e, s

Thanks to my parents, | learned from
the earliest age what love is, and saw
them live Paul's words. In fact, it was
their example that God used to teach
me about His own love. He showed
His love to me by giving me my par-
ents and by expressing His love
through them towards me. | observed
them treat one another lovingly, and
also saw how they loved my sister and
brother. This opened me up to
receive God's love and “prepared the
way” for His voice to call me into His
Kingdom.

/MoT- A Chore. or o %ara

The phrase “love is a verb” applied
at our house. Mom was not only a
thoughtfully eloquent speaker and
writer, but she was a servant of the
highest order. She not only laid
down her life to serve my Dad, my
sister, my brother, and me—and our
extended family and church mem-
bers—but she loved doing so. She
lived to serve and found great joy in
it; it was not a chore or a bore, but
a delight to her. Her meals were
made with love, the home was clean
and bright, she constantly taught us
how to be good servants and good
stewards, how to pray and play, and
how to honor our Dad and most of
all, God.

She was an avid reader, and
instilled in us a love of reading. Asa
child, | remember her reading to me
from “Treasure Island,” “Robinson

{de' e#{r {ove. s [r'h:i ff c{oes nal”

ey,
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Crusoe,” “Paddy the Beaver,” “Swiss
Family Robinson,” and of course, the
Bible. When | wanted to ask Jesus into
my heart, it was Mom who first knelt
with me and prayed beside me. She
laughed with me, cried with me, played
with me, and gave me a good switching
if 1 got out of line. That's love!

Likewise, Dad served Mom and our
family in so many ways. The world
knows my father as a pastor, author,
and teacher who pioneered in the
Charismatic Movement. But in our
family, we've always known him as a
tireless champion for us, who has
always—in every case—sought God’s
will and God’s best for each of us. He
was always affectionate with Mom,
though never in a way that we as chil-
dren would find “yucky”... but it was
genuine. It was plain to us that they
were each other’s best friend, and
woe be to the individual—including
one of us kids—if we ever tried to
come in-between or divide them. It
wasn't going to happen. They were
always on the same page; the world
might come against them, but they
stood together and saw the world’s
schemes come to naught.

Dad is always encouraging, teach-
ing, exhorting, serving, challenging,
coaching, and stretching those he
loves. If love believes all things, as
Paul says, then we can say we've seen
Dad believe—and help us believe—
that all things are possible in God.
And, those who know him know
there’s never been a more generous
man, though so much of his giving
and serving has been “behind the
scenes.”

Another facet of his life has been
his loyal and faithful commitment to
those he pastors, no matter what
they may face. Thank God, he's not
only been that way with church folks,
but it always started at home. I've
seen a lot of religious phonies in my
life; so many, in fact, that | was once
tempted to walk away from faith.
But, the genuine integrity I've always

continued on page 15

ONE-TOo-ONE 11



IF YOU'RE LIKE MOST AMERICANS, YOU CLOSED OUT 2008 WITH A 30-40% HIT ON YOUR INVESTMENTS.
How to invest your remaining funds is likely—and should be—on your mind. As we re-incubate the nest egg with
another “failsafe” strategy, we should also be remembering the most precious resource we have to invest: time.

| want to say upfront that this is not really an article on time management tips; there are plenty of good

A look at our
moment-by-moment
investment portfolio

by JONATHAN SIMPSON

THE HUMBLE CHRIST
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writings already available on that
subject including a few topic
threads on CSM’s online discussion
board. This is also not an evalua-
tion of the subject of time which
gives the same sensation as lying
on your back at night and staring
into the cosmos. Time is a mystery
not to be solved here, but to be
revered for its investment power
and understood as God’s creation,
which He holds as a tool in our
transformation. It will never get a
bailout, but it will be redeemed.

O “1 AM” OUTSIDE TIME

“The Architects of Time” is the
seductive tag line of a renowned
Swiss watchmaker. If this article
were an interview with the self-
proclaimed “architects” maybe we
could get to the bottom of ques-
tions such as “What did ‘In the
beginning’ look like?”, “Is time
travel possible?”, “When did the
dinosaurs come into play?”, and
as a bonus question, “Where does
your company see itself in the
next 2,000 years or so?” You get
the point. I'm sure they make fine
watches.

To invest our time wisely it is
important that we should consider
our time context. In our limited
understanding of time, we give it
attributes such as “Time is on our
side”, “Time flies”, “Time stood
still”, “Time will tell”, “Time
marches on”, and “Time will heal.”
Perhaps these ascribed traits are
in fact intrinsic to its design. We

WINTER 2009

should realize however that the
hands of the clock serve the
Designer of time itself, and not
any other end. “Father Time”, the
charming old guy who married
“Mother Nature,” is an example of
mankind’s inadequacy at times, to
see beyond creation to the
Creator.

The real Architect of time is no
more bound by time than a bird-
house builder is confined to his
bird house. Like the sparrow, our
capacity to grasp this is limited.
From our Time Crafter’s vantage, all

of time is open to

Him. He can enter
time at anytime. His Word to us is
timeless because He is able to speak
from where time is not. He offers,
in @ moment, salvation beyond a
lifetime. He is the Appointer of time
and time is really on His side.

O TIME AND MONEY
We hear it often: “Time is

money.” But how much is it worth?
Considering that time is constantly
being spent (whether we invest
wisely or not), cannot be saved, is
limited, and we don’t know when it
runs out; what on earth is more
valuable? Time and money are both

measurable and investable, but
time is the better measurement
and the best investment.

All too often we spend money to
compensate for our poor time
investments. “My prescription
medicine will fix my (fill in the
blank) because | didn’t invest time
in my diet and exercise.”, “This
iPod will fix my relationship with
my child since we haven't spent
time together.” And my
favorite...“These new golf clubs
will bring out my ‘A’ game since |
didn’t take the time to practice.”
The same holds true at work. “I
would have made the sale if I'd
invested the time to know my
product or my client’s needs”,
“We're in the red because we
never took the time to budget or
project cash flow”, “It sounded
like a great investment at the
time, but | never considered the
business plan.”

O TIME FOR FRUIT

Investors on Wall Street know
that when the bell rings, their
investment opportunity window
for the day has closed. From Big
Ben to our daily planners, we are
conscious to measure time. But
no matter what the “beam me up
crowd”, the “Doomsday predic-
tors”, or the cuckoo clock may say,
only the Architect knows what
time remains in store. Those
stuck on this issue will be left
behind in productivity.

Not to put a damper on joys of
the Jake and the Fat Man TV
marathon you may have watched
last night, but we have to face it:
money we can save, but to gently

ONE-TO-ONE 13
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supporting businesses

R.W. Beckett Corporation
John D. Beckett, Chairman
P.0. Box 1289 « Elyria, OH 44036
(440)353-6203 » www.beckettcorp.com

Contractors of Today, Inc.
Gary Soutullo, Owner
P.0. Box 850941 + Mobile, AL 36685
(251)639-1578

Cornerstone Furniture Inc.
Quentin S. Mulder, Owner
915 Grand Rapids St. « Middleville, Ml 49333
(269)795-3259 « cornerstonefurniture.com

VRS Associates, Inc.
Marketing Communications
Vivian Ruth Sawyer, Owner

615 Breckinridge Lane, Ste. 100

Louisville, KY 40207

(502)899-7613 » email: vrsinc@aol.com

Axia Merchant Services
Randal Clark, CEO/President
Erik Krueger, Chairman
535 Chapala St.

Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(877)875-6114 - axia-eft.com
e-mail: rclark@axia-eft.com
e-mail: ekrueger@axia-eft.com

MacLeish Building, Inc.
Dan & Joyce MacLeish &
Dan MacLeish Jr., Owners
650 E. Big Beaver #F
Troy, Ml 48083-1432
(248)524-3244

The Discovery Thrift Store
Gary Browning, President/Director
9908 County Rd. 64 - Daphne, AL 36526
(251)621-0682

Residence Artists, Inc.
Keith Landies, President
220 Fifth Avenue « Chardon, OH 44024
(440) 946.8824 (Cleveland)
440.286.8822 (Chardon)
440.286.8218 (Fax)
e-mail: info@residenceartists.com
Web: www.residenceartists,com

Would you like your business listed in
Marketplace Exchange? Contact Jonathan
Simpson at: (251)633-7900, or via e-mail at:
jonathan.simpson@csmpublishing.org
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disagree with Jim Croce, we can’t
really save time; bottle or no bot-
tle. Our man on the street says,
“Sure, | can save time...I know |
saved at least 3 minutes yesterday
taking the shortcut.” Hurrying
does not equal saving time. It's not
as if you're going to live to be 103
because you knew all the short-
cuts. In fact, it may have the oppo-
site effect. The hurried approach
(a.k.a. poor time investment) usu-
ally reflects poor preparation on
the front end. Yes, we must learn
to utilize time, but under-allocating
time investments because we had
“other things to do” and expecting
to hurriedly make them up later is
not sustainable. Preparation is a
consistent, on-going time invest-
ment that yields transformation.
This is fruitfulness. As followers of
Christ along the Kingdom road, we
are in preparation; being trans-
formed with God's grace from glory
to glory.

© TIME RETURN

We hire investment planners for
our asset allocations because we
want to maximize our investment
potential. We weigh our risk tol-
erance, age, desired retirement
lifestyle, look at charts and graphs
but what about our time portfo-
lios? Along with our money, every-
thing is vying for our time. Family,
friends, work, the synchronized
swimming team, Area 51 memora-
bilia, 1960s horror films, and trivia.
Judging from its fruit, there could
be a strong case made for
Americans to reevaluate their
time expenditures over the last 60
years. Education rankings, credit
card debt, and divorce statistics

are not witnesses we want called
to the stand. We have our work
cut out for us.

Recently, my friend Dr.
Lawrence Bedsole did something
that only 38% of Americans do at
least once a year. Along with his
wife, he invited some friends over
for dinner at his home. The
friends happened to be me and
my wife. In conversation,
Lawrence commented “that we're
losing the sense of accomplish-
ment taken from being a master
in whatever it is that we do as
individuals and as a calling.
Bragging rights seem to be based
now on how much you CAN do as
opposed to how much you excel at
what you SHOULD do or were
called to do.”

There is no way to cheat time.
Wal-Mart is not selling “flux
capacitors” last time | asked for a
price check. There is, however, a
way to make the most of time if
we are willing to be obedient to
its Creator. Who else could lay out
a better time portfolio for us?
Time is at His side. He has allot-
ted the time for your transforma-
tion; for you to become a master
in your calling, and He is able to
redeem that which is lost.

As you consider where you will
spend time in 2009, remember
there is no better time investment
than in people. Remember this at
work and with those God brings
into your life. If there ever was a
way to compound time—this is it. €&

Jonathan Simpson is Director of the Construction
services Team for Apex llI, a construction firm
based in Mobile, AL. He also coordinates
Marketplace Exchange for CSM and provides
management assistance for the Hidden Treasures
Costa Rica ministry.
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witnessed in Dad’s life—and His CSM PUBLISHING

gracious encouragement towards
me-were used by God to bring me
back into His purpose. | I M E | O
4
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And just when we thought we had I l |
learned everything we could know | ]

about love, we witnessed Dad and Mom
in the final years of her life; it may
sound strange to say, but the over-
whelming sense | have concerning that
season is gratitude for all that God
allowed us to see and know, by His bi CONNECTING
amazing grace. Dad set aside any agen-
da he could have had for work, travel,
and ministry in order to completely and
tenderly give himself to Mom's care.
Oftentimes, he had sleepless nights and
grueling days, but he was constantly
there with Mom, offering hope, and
assisting her with every aspect of daily
life. And, in the same measure that he
demonstrated tenderness to Mom, he
also demonstrated a fierce determina-
tion toI serve her as she fought can]ccer. ho N NS
His willingness to war on her behalf not
only added time to her life, but added CHARLES SIMPSON
life to her time. That's love.
In a world where the vision of love is
often distorted or perverted, and where
it can sometimes seem that love is not
real, it's heartening to see a picture of
love that, like a light, can cut through T H E N E XT R EV I VA L
the fog of confusion and offer an exam-

ple for how we can live. A NEW 3-CD SERIES
Regardless of our past or our pres-

ent, we can all discover opportunities BY CHARL ES SIMPSON

now to demonstrate love through serv-

i‘er dse”'ef?sntf-'ss' '0\(’13';.\” dCUm"‘itmexft» cD1: CONNECTING - cD2: THE NEXT REVIVAL
naer 10N and Kinaness, Work,
S o fenting fodailite aguinct o cD3: REGAIN YOUR PROPHETIC PURPOSE
mon enemies. It is incumbent upon
those who are parents to demonstrate In this series, Charles Simpson issues a prophetic vision and call for the Church
IOVQTHOt inv for the sake of those who to connect with the Lord and His harvest field. He takes a fresh look at Jesus and
receive this Iove_—but for -the Sake- ofa Isaiah (focusing on Isaiah 58-61, as well as Luke 4) as Jesus declares His mission
younger generation who is watching us, g % Vs i
reading us, learning from us, and who Just like Jesus, we need to receive the anointing of the Lord and the revelation
will one day do as we have done. € of His purpose in order to fulfill His call. As we look to Jesus, we can see more
clearly what God has saved us from, and what He has saved us for.

Stephen Simpson is the Editor of One-to-One
and Senior Pastor of Covenant Church of Mobile.
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GET REA

These are tumultuous times. But Go
on the move and He is calling us to
move with Him.

A look at the organic church...
The NEW book by

CHARLES SIMPSON

Contributor to the Spirit-Led Life Bible

® How is the Church changing?
® How are we adapting to a very d?ﬂm‘ent
e How can we .'spradm:a and multiply |

Softcover (Approx. 120 pages) ... ~-RETAIL PRICE: | $12.95
SAVE NOWL..: ...ORDER ZD or more Sﬂ"JE $3 off.each: | $9.95
E-BOOK (PBF furmat) ...G0 TO www.csmpublishing.org: | $5.95

i st Softcover/ Approx. 120 pages

RELEVANT, TIMELY, PRACTICAL INsIGHTs... THE ALL NEW WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG
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