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THE PURPOSE oF POWER

Photos by CSM & Rebecca Graceson-Pruett

At our recent annual CSM Gatlinburg Conference, we encountered the transforming presence and
power of God. In the months leading up to the conference, we were at times unsure of the thematic
direction we should take, who should speak, and what God wanted to do during this time.

Because of that, we spent
more time fervently seeking
God—calling out to Him for
grace, guidance, and
strength—than we have in
times prior to similar con-
ferences. The more we
sought God, the more we
sensed Him encouraging us
to continue to seek Him.

The month prior to the
conference, my father
taught a series on “Real
Revival,” which came out of
these times of prayer, to
make ready for a coming
Sovereign move of God, to
recognize the difference
between such a move and a
man-made event, and to
know what the results of a
real revival would look like.
These times of prayer and
preparation paved the way
for what God then did in
Gatlinburg among everyone
attending, and even in the
lives of our friends who
could not make the journey
to the conference itself.

One of the speakers, David
Hoffman, declared propheti-
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cally: “..the kingdom of God
is not in word but in power”
(1 Corinthians 4:20).

This set the tone for an
evening of extended ministry
and renewal in God’s pres-
ence, as we repented individ-
vally and corporately for sin,
including the failure to give
due diligence to prayer and
extension of the kingdom of
God. This opened the flood-
gates of God's mercy and
strength to be poured out
on us, and many who had
been weary and discour-
aged experienced a fresh
infilling of the Holy Spirit.

God’s power is never
divorced from God's purpose.
One does not come apart
from the other. Before He
ascended into Heaven,
Jesus told His disciples:
“..you shall receive power
when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you
shall be witnesses to Me in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end
of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The
power of the Holy Spirit

was given to the followers
of Jesus so that we could be
witnesses for Him—to
declare in word and in deed
the eternal reality of
Christ's Kingdom. In
Matthew 28, Jesus said,
“Go...and | will be with you.”

Likewise, the apostle
Paul told the believers in
Rome: “..we know that all
things work together for
good to those who love God,
to those who are the called
according to His purpose”
(Romans 8:28). Here we
see God’s power working in
concert with God’s purpose
and those who are moving
with Him.

Too often, the enemy
tricks us into one of two
spiritual cul-de-sacs: either
we are deceived into think-
ing that hearing the Word is
the same as doing it, or we
fly off into a form of spiritual
self-indulgence and prodigal
independence that ignores
the purpose of the gifts
we've received from the
Holy Spirit.

We are called according
to God’s purpose—and we’re
not our own, we belong to
Jesus, and each another.
When all the words have
been spoken and all the
songs have been sung ...
when the laughter has been
laughed and the tears have
been cried ... there remains
a mission that is ahead for
us to bring God’s power to
bear in a generation that is
sorely oppressed.

Having heard His Word,
we are called now to
incarnate and demonstrate
it ... in His power. €&y
Stephen Simpson is the Editor of
One-to-One and Senior Pastor of
Covenant Church of Mobile. He is also
available for ministry in your city. For

more information, contact Betty Duke:
bettydukecsm@aol.com / (251) 633-7900.

GET THE MESSAGES
FROM GAT.09 NEW!

A CALL TO ARMS: PRAYER & ACTION

Featuring Charles Simpson, John Beckett,
George Runyan, David Hoffman, Dan Wolfe,
Dr. Michael Peters, and more.

D124P.

(PLUS $5 SHIPPING & HANDLING)
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God is costly.
However, in the end it can be very
rewarding. Everyone would like a
few easy steps to fulfill their own
dream, but in God’s Kingdom, the
path is narrow and He stands in
the way. If we are to fulfill the
vision that He has for us, we must
ultimately deal with Him, honestly,
and face-to-face. This is the lesson
of Jacob who became Israel.

Jacob met God at a place he
called Bethel, “House of God.” It
happened this way: Jacob had stolen
his twin brother Esau’s birthright by
deceiving his blind father, Isaac, into
believing that he was Esau. Esau, by
virtue of being the oldest, was entitled
to a larger share of the inheritance and
becoming the family patriarch upon
Isaac’s death.

But Esau was casual about his
place and lost it to Jacob who was
willing to lie to get Esau’s blessing.
So, blind Isaac blessed conniving
Jacob with the birthright blessing.

When Esau discovered he had
been cheated, he was extremely
angry, so Jacob fled to the East,
toward his mother’s people.
Exhausted and afraid, he laid down
to sleep with his head upon a rock.
In the night, the Lord gave him a
dream in which he saw a ladder
extending into Heaven with
angels ascending and descending
upon it. The Lord stood above
the ladder and spoke to Jacob
promising that he would return to
his home land, and that Jacob
would have descendants who
would spread abroad, and a seed
that Would bless all the famtlles of

| God s ultimate

rock with oil, and made promises
that if God would do all of that, he
would serve God and tithe. Then
he left on his journey seeking to

fulfill his dream.

4 JOURNEY

Jacob’s journey led him east to
his uncle Laban’s house, to mar-
riage, and service to his uncle. It is
a story of hard work, disappoint-
ment, conflict, and eventual wealth.
To detail his experience is not our

God’s

ultimate purpose
is to bring us
face to face with
ourselves
and with Him
in order to fufill
His purpose.

purpose here, but the Lord was
with him as he struggled with
Laban (who was also deceptive and
demanding). After many years, the
Lord told Jacob to go home. By
then, he had acquired wives, con-
cubines, and a lot of livestock. But
going home would not be easy—
Esau had not forgotten, and Esau
was a strong man.

Jacob’s journey reminds us that
God keeps His word and is with us
even when we go into a “far coun-
try.” His faithfulness does not
spare us difficulties, but it gets us
through them even when we are
not aware that He is with us.
purpose, | however,

s face-to-face 1

fulfill His purpose
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We hear a lot about “self-love”,
“self-esteem”, “self-fulfillment”,
and other self-oriented endeavors.
But the Bible doesn’t paint a pretty
picture of self. Humanism has
enthroned the corrupt self.
Jeremiah says, “The heart is des-
perately (incurably) wicked; who
can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9).
And Isaiah 53:6 says, “All we like
sheep have gone astray.” In
Romans 3:23, we see that “all have
sinned.” The Scriptures all full of
passages that tell us we must be
saved from ourselves. Jacob’s jour-
ney was a journey to self-discovery
and eventual salvation from self.

In Second Chronicles 6:36-39, it
says that when God’s people are
taken into captivity in a far country
and come to themselves and turnto r
God with their whole heart, He
will hear their prayer. I have won-
dered if Jesus had this in mind s |
when he told the story of the prodi-
gal son who went into a far coun-
try, lost all he had, and while feed-
ing pigs “came to himself” (see
Luke 15:17). Coming to ourselves

restoration. God’s vision for us i
based upon death to self so tha
can accomplish His will in an
through us. >
Many Christians have
place where God’s presence
and heard Him promise to b
But they never really have
themselves. They are s
to make their own way, or
it happen in their




above “the ladder.” It is quite another
when He comes down from the ladder
to wrestle with us...face-to-face.

Ly e ALoree

Jacob was going home after many
years to find the fulfillment of his
dream. But first, he had to meet
Esau whom he had cheated. Jacob
means “heel grabber,” because at
birth he was holding on to Esau’s
heel. From birth on through his life,
Jacob was grabbing...first Esau, then
Isaac, then Laban. He was a striver.

On the way home, he became
afraid, and rightfully so. Esau had
heard Jacob was returning and was
coming to meet him with four hun-
dred men! Jacob stopped to pray at
a place called “Mahanaim.” He pled
with God for deliverance (see
Genesis 32:9-12). He decided to
send his flocks over to Esau as a gift.
Jacob was always making a “deal”.
But he found no peace.

Finally, Jacob sent his wives and
servants on ahead to meet Esau.
Genesis 32:24 says, “Then Jacob was
left alone.” Prayer meetings and
prayer partners are good, but some-
times we need to meet God alone.
Seeking God’s face is a very personal
matter (see 2 Chronicles 7:14).

_% S odsdey:

We are told that Jacob wrestled
with “a Man.” But Jacob said after-
ward that it was God. Was it a pre-
incarnation of Jesus Christ, a
“Christophany™ I don’t know (see
Joshua 5:13-15). Jacob was deter-
mined to receive a blessing from
God, so he held on to God. In the
struggle, God touched Jacob’s thigh
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so that ever after, Jacob would limp.
Still Jacob held on!

Finally the Lord said “Let me go,
the day is breaking.” But Jacob said,
“I will not let you go unless you
bless me!” The Lord said, “What is
your name?” He said, “Jacob.” God
knew Jacob’s name; He wanted
Jacob to say it. “T am Jacob; Heel-
Grabber.” Then the Lord said,
“Your name shall no longer be called
Jacob, but Israel (Prince with God),
because you have struggled with
God and with men and have pre-
vailed.”

Jacob named that place “Penuel,”
which means “Face of God.” Jacob
said, “I have seen God face-to-face,
and my life has been preserved.”
Meeting God preserved Jacob’s life.

God blessed Jacob with a new
name and a new position—ruler.
This was not because Jacob was
worthy, but because he was willing
to struggle with God and with him-
self. That is the primary issue in
seeking God’s face—it’s our willing-
ness to wrestle with God, and the
truth about ourselves. That is not
easy, but it is necessary if we are ever
to reign with Him and reign over
ourselves and our enemies (see
Proverbs 16:7).

soavexnds ?ém

What could have been a disaster
became a reunion. Instead of a war
between brothers, Esau fell upon
Jacob’s neck and kissed him. They
wept together. Esau returned the
gifts that Jacob had sent him. They
went their separate ways, and Jacob
built a house and settled in peace.

Then the Lord sent Jacob back to
Bethel with instructions to remove
all foreign gods from among his

people, purify themselves, change
garments, and build an altar. Along
the way, “other gods” get into our
lives, impurities come in, and “our
righteousness” becomes filthy; we
need a fresh garment of His right-
eousness. Then, there is the new
altar of sacrifice to be built.

Jacob returned to sacred Bethel,
but he was not the same person who
had the dream years earlier. He was
a man who had now seen himself
and God—face to face.

I recently met a man who had left
our church many years ago. He did
so because his pastor had moved to
another city. In disappointment, he
left the church. His business pros-
pered but he lost his family and
friends. Then I saw him back at
church. I went over to greet him;
but he fell on my neck and wept. I
wept with him; he was home.

I have a friend who works with
the homeless. He told me that 809
of them once went to church and
had some experience with the Lord,
perhaps a dream ... but then they
“went into a far country” and lost all
they had. My friend meets them
where they are and tells them that
they can return home. He leads
them back. Returning can be a
struggle, but Father God will meet
them and bless them in mercy. They
can go home again!

 pscetasre
/44 ﬁrrntrzmu

Why is it so difficult to seek God’s
face? It is so easy for a child to come
to Christ because they have much
less time and conflict to face; less of
which to repent. But most of us, like
Jacob, have a lot to deal with.

We are not told much about
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Jacob’s conversation with God at
Penuel, but we are told that it took
all night. Some might ask, “What
could one talk to God about all
night?” But those would be people
who have never been face-to-face
with God and with themselves.

The struggle is about who we are
without God, where we have been,
what we have done, and where we
are going. It is about what will hap-
pen if God doesn’t bless us. The
struggle is about the dream that
sometimes becomes a nightmare.

For some of us the struggle is
about our children and grandchil-
dren. What will happen to them if
God doesn’t bless us? For others, it’s
about our church and its mission.
And for all of us in the United
States, it is about our nation and its
direction. What will happen if God
doesn’t bless America?

A friend of Billy Graham told this
story: He entered Graham’s room to
find the great evangelist flat on the
floor crying out to God, “Lord, don’t
take the Holy Spirit from me; you
can take (he named some names)
...but don’t take the Holy Spirit.”

We have all seen Graham’s suc-
cess, but few have seen his struggles.
There would have been no crusades
without desperate struggles. There
are no cheap seats in the Kingdom
arena.

Many years ago, I preached at a
conference in a distant nation. My
message was well received and many
responded. As I sat in the car wait-
ing for the driver to take me back to
the hotel, a little voice spoke, “That’s
the real you—that is how it would
always be if people would just listen.”
I knew it wasn't the Holy Spirit, but it
sounded good.

The next night, the message fell
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flat—no one responded. I couldn’t
leave the building quick enough! As
I sat in the same car awaiting the
driver, another voice spoke, “That
was the real you—the one without the
Holy Spirit.” I have never forgotten it.

QuURr BFEPrENBENCE
ore Ftorn

We are never more safe than when
we are humble before Christ and
realize our total dependence upon
Him. We are never in greater dan-
ger than when we walk in pride.
Martin Luther said, “God created
the world out of nothing, and as long
as we are nothing, He can make
something out of us.” God made
something great with conniving
Jacob because he dealt honestly with
God at Penuel.

Perhaps the most humbling real-
ization for me has been that I cannot
change my own heart, let alone the
hearts of others. Coming to a place
of recognizing my spiritual poverty is
the key to God’s blessing and receiv-
ing His Kingdom into my life.

I pray for an awakening in our
nation. It will begin in personal
humility before God and a willing-
ness to struggle with Him for His
blessing. Emptying ourselves, getting
alone, and seeking His face can save
us, just as it did Jacob. @

Charles Simpson is Editor-in-Chief of
One-to-One Magazine. He ministers extensively

throughout the United States and among the nations.
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At a place called Bethel, Jacob encountered God and
would go away changed. Can the Church return to
Bethel? Charles shares how our “Bethel” is not an
experience, but an authentic return to God's purpose.
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JIM NEWSOM is 2

dynamic speaker with an
amazing life story. He is the
Executive Director of Outward
Focused and ministers to
prisoners and their families.

For Jim Newsom's Ministry Itinerary

and for more information, visit:
outwardfocused.org
or call: (502) 426-0685
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. E-mail: info@christiancovenantchurch.com
. www.urbanmissions.net

- ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH

. 111 Walthour Rd. » Savannah, GA 31410 -
| (912) 897-6630
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Pastor » E-mail: Admin@folc.net
www.folc.net

lowa

MASON CITY COVENANT CHURCH
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RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
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www.nccpad.org

NEW LIFE CHURCH
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WINCHESTER COVENANT CHURCH
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www.outwardfocused.org

. Louisiana

| OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH

- P.O. Drawer H = Oberlin, LA 70655

+ (337) 639-4465 » William Currie, Pastor
. E-mail: wandtfam@suddenlink.net

| COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

+ 3113 Coteau Rd. « New lberia, LA 70560
- (337) 367-5879 - Steve Hebert, Steward
- E-mail: vickil23@xspedius.net

i Maryland

: CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

. 12411 Sussex Ln. = Bowie, MD 20715
- (301) 2623625 - Bruce Miller, Pastor

: NEW HERITAGE CHURCH

. 9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B - Ellicott City,
MD 21042 - (410) 313-9660

- Randy Reinhardt & Fred Lessans, Pastors

E-mail: newheritage@new-heritage.org
www.new-heritage.org

Massachusetts

COVENANT CHURCH .
9 Westminster Ave. « Arlington, MA
02474 « (781) 643-5511 «

Brian Emmett, Pastor =

E-mail: bemmet@covmin.org
www.covmin.org

Michigan

ASSYRIAN MINISTRY

200 S. Hooker Ave. = Three Rivers, M|
49093 - (616) 279-2672

ohn Booko, Director

E-mail: revbooko@hotmail.com
www.assyria.freeservers.com

CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3433 South Lincoln Rd. » Mt. Pleasant,
MI 48858 = (989) 773-1800

Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor

E-mail: charann@cmsinter.net
WWW.Z0CMCC.Com

COVENANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
P.0. Box 4662 - East Lansing, M| 48826

- (517) 333-2583 + Norm Dufrin, Pastor
E-mail: ndufrin@hotmail.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy = Lansing, MI,
48917 - (517) 323-8180 - Pastor Fred
McGlone / Pastor Jim Ryckman
E-mail: fomcg3@aol.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH

2360 Opal Lake Rd. = Gaylord, MI, 49735
(989) 939-7282 - Jeff Bennethum, Pastor
E-mail: jeffbennethum@hotmail.com

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

¢ 2215 E. Michigan Ave. « Lansing, MI,
. 48912 - (517) 485-5483 «

. Malcolm Magee, Pastor «

© www.libertycc.net

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH OF NORTHERN MI
7700 W Blue Rd. - Lake City, MI 49651 -
(231) 839-2244 - Scott Goodwill, Pastor
E-mail: clife@netonecom.net

THE MASTER'S CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
971 Dutton Rd. « Rochester Hills, M,
48306 - (248) 651-6785 - Dr. Loren
Siffring, Pastor + E-mail: Loren@eesc.com

. NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF
| SOUTH EAST MICHIGAN

. 3302 Paint Creek Drive - Oakland

. Township, M| 48363 - (248) 693-1383

- Jim Bennethum, Pastor » E-mail:

. jim@newcovenantchristianchurch.com

' NEW COVENANT CHURCH OF

- WEBBERVILLE

. 7400 Stow Rd. - Fowlerville, M| 48836
. {(517) 468-3530 - Jeff Williams, Pastor

| E-mail: jimk@tds.net

. OKEMOS CHRISTIAN CENTER

| 2630 Bennett Rd. - Okemos, Ml 48864
¢ (517) 336-4148 - Craig Dumont, Pastor
. www.okemoschristiancenter.com

- AGAPE' CHRISTIAN CHURCH

- 609 Cherokee « Kalamazoo, M| 49006

| (269) 385-5772 « Ron Vestrand, Pastor

| Www. agapecc.com '

. COVENANT FELLOWSHIP

P.0. Box 484, Williamston, M| 48895
(517) 655-9131 Bill Michell, Pastor
E-mail: gomichells@cs.com

Mississippi

COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

P.0. Box 107 » McComb, MS 39648

(601) 249-4854 » Michael T. McCarty,
Pastor « E-mail: mmccartysr@pobox.com

GRACE TEMPLE

1131 Richburg Rd. « Hattiesburg, MS
39402 - (601) 264-0593

Dwayne Higgason, Pastor
www.gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH

i 200 W. Garrard Rd. « Starkville, M5

39759 - (662) 323-4555
Bill Murphy, Pastor
E-mail: ncc@bellsouth.net

www.newcovenantchurch.net

: Missouri

. CHRIST THE KING CHURCH

| 9018 Big Bend Blvd. «

- Webster Groves, MO 63119 -

. (314) 963-1278 - Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor
. E-mail: secretary@ctkchurch.net

- www.ctkchurch.net

| REIGN OF GRACE CHURCH

- (formerly Washington Bible Fellowship)
. P.0. Box 1863 - Washington, MO

| 63090-8863 - (636) 390-9920
 Michael Ayers, Pastor

: www.reignofgracechurch.org

. Nebraska

: COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

. P.0. Box 34789 - Omaha, NE 68134

- (402) 498-9819 - Mark Woodruff, M.D.,

¢ Pastor » www.covenantfamilychurch.org

| New Jersey

. LONG BRANCH COVENANT CHURCH

. P.O. Box 4158 Long Branch, NJ 07740
- (732) 870-2028 Tony Moss, Pastor

¢ E-mail: Lbcovenant@comcast.net

. www.longbranchcovenantchurch.org

. New York

| FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

+ 117/125 Main St. = Farmingdale, NY, 11735
. (516) 293-1838 - lohn Quince, Pastor

. E-mail: fccelders@aol.com

. www.farmingdalechristianchurch.org

CSM'S CONTRIBUTING MINISTRIES PROGRAM: P.0. Box 850067 * Mobile, AL 36685-0067 + (888) 811-2CSM « WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG
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North Carolina

BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH

P.0. Box 3178 -« Shelby, NC 28151

(704) 481-0990 - Harry J. Gregory, Sr.,
Sr. Elder-Apostle

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Road » Granite Falls, NC
28630 - (828) 396-7690 » Randy Bowlin,
Pastor « E-mail: cfs@conninc.com

Ohio

COVENANT FAMILY FELLOWSHIP

3948 Carson Salts Springs Rd. = Newton
Falls, OH 44444 - (330) 872-7060 « Dane
Price, Pastor « E-mail: pastordane@aol.com
www.covfam.org

NEW WINE COVENANT COMMUNITY
1215 Polaris Pkwy. Suite 214 Columbus,
OH 43240-2037 - (614) 554-9017
Michael Cook, Pastor

E-mail: information@sowers.us
www.sowershome.com

BOY WITH A BALL
P.0. Box 14387 = San Antonio, TX 78214-4387
(210) 858-5812

- IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO
. 6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., #505
| Houston, TX 77041 « (281) 859-0191

Manuel Montez, Pastor

. CROSSROADS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

P.0. Box 3652 « Midland, TX 79702
(915) 682-2190 - Cecil Robinson, Pastor

FOUNDATION MINISTRIES
P.0. Box 291130 - Kerrville, TX 78029
(817) 444-6475 - Rene Brown, Director

COLLEYVILLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
3508 Glade Rd. - Colleyville, TX 76034
(817) 354-5757 « Carter Foster, Pastor
E-mail: carterfoster@pastor.com

| www.ccfdfw.com

© EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES

: 5411 McPherson Rd., #84-102

CIRCLEVILLE CHRISTIAN
6985 Tarlton Rd. « Circleville, OH 43113
(614) 474-7984 - Contact: Church Office

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

5550 Lancaster Newark Rd. N.E.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148 » (740) 862-
6443 Dennis Coll, Pastor

E-mail: life@covenantchristianchurch.us
www.covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY

925 W. Hopocan Ave. - Barberton, OH
44203 « (330) 825-9603 - John Akins
and Joe Schoblocher, Pastors

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES

925 W. Hopocan Ave. = Barberton, OH
44203 - (330) 706-0952 + John Akins,
President

Oklahoma

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

3106 N. Utah - Oklahoma City, OK 73112
(405) 943-5939 « Dwight Cunkle, Pastor
E-mail: katsnoo@hotmail.com
www.covenantlifechurch.com

Pennsylvania

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH !
110 Hays Road + Upper St. Clair PA 15241
(724)941-9418 « Rick Wiater, Pastor
pastorrickw@verizon.net
www.goodshepherdchurchofsouthhills.org

| Laredo, TX 78041 - (715) 635-7824

Terry Everroad, President
E-mail: terry@everroad.com

Virginia

HARVEST CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

5 Serene Ct, - Stafford, VA 22556
(571) 334 8951 » Matt McNally, Pastor
E-mail: matt@provisiondent.com

HARVEST INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES
5 Serene Ct. » Stafford, VA 22556

. (540) 286-1560 - Jim and Sean McNally,
| Pastors = E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com
- www.harveststafford.com

YADA INTERNATIONAL
i /o Bradley Stuart

5 Serene Ct. = Stafford, VA 22556
E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com
www.yadainternational.com

HERITAGE HARVEST FELLOWSHIP
37825 Hyatt Lane » Purcellville, VA
20132 (540) 668-6043

Gary Bergel, Pastor/Director
E-mail: BergelFam@aol.com

OAKBROOK CHURCH

| 1700 Reston Pkwy - Reston, VA, 20194

(703) 437-4900 = John Moyle, Pastor

. E-Mail: dan@oakbrookchurch.org

. www.oakbrookchurch.org

. GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH

COVENANT CHURCH EAST

623 Highland Ave. « Greensburg, PA 15601
(724)838-7611 + lim Adkins, Pastor
www. Covenanteast.org

Tennessee

ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH

1000 Woodridge Place + Mt. Juliet, TN
37122 - (615) 754-7035 - Larry Grainger,
Pastor = www.alcmtjuliet.com

COVENANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP

7510 Sleepy Hollow Rd. «

Fairview, TN 37062 - (615) 799-2184
Ron Embry, Pastor

Texas

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

17000 Longenbaugh Dr. = Houston, TX
77095 « (281) 463-6600

Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor

E-mail: ccc@christcov.net
www.christcov.net

SUMMER 2009

| 8910 E. Pocahontas Trail

Willamsburg, VA 23187 - (757) 565-0801
Thomas McCormick, Pastor
E-mail: patmc@tni.net

VINE COVENANT MINISTRIES

420 Hudgins Rd.
Fredericksburg, VA 22408

(540) 548-8456

James E. Matthias, Pastor
E-mail: mhammond21@juno.com

Washington

CALVARY COMMUNITY CHURCH

2717 NE 3rd Ave = Camas, WA 98607
(360) 834-7522 + Scott Jones, Pastor

Wisconsin

NEW WINE

N5665 Shady Oaks Lane - Spooner, Wi
54801 (715) 939-0203 Bob Otto, Pastor

“Ronald Gray has a wonderful ¢

RONALD K. GRAY

SIX MESSAGES

of telling a story that
illustrates authentic and practical truth. In Enter to
Worship—Exit to Serve, Ron tells the story of
Nehemiah as you've never heard it before, and provides
fresh insights t."mt u.-!” transform the way you see and
engage your ministry opportunit
Rev. Stephen Simpson, Senior Pastor, Covenant Chutch of Mobile

AVAILABLE FROM WWW.RONALDGRAYMINISTRIES.ORG

RONALD GRAY serves the kingdom of God through sharing
the uncompromised Word of God. He is en the Board of
International Outreach Ministries (I0M) and Charles Simpson
Ministries and is the Director of Mission Growth for 10M leading
short-term teams to various countries in the world. For more
information: ronaldgrayministries.org or call: (251) 621-0983

THE BATTLE BELONGS
TO THE LORD NEW!

Are you facing an impossible battle? Stephen Simpson
shares how how you can position yourself to receive
God's provision and give thanks to God—even before
you see the evidence of His deliverance with your
natural eyes. (2 MESSAGES ON CD).

SDOO5P $15

(PLUS $4.25 SHIPPING & HANDLING)
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GLOBAL REDEMPT'ON STARTS AT HOME by Stephen Simpson

THE LAST WORD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT IS
“curse.” How sobering to think that what began with such
promise “in the beginning,” had come to a place where man’s
sin brought great strife—division between God and man, divi-
sion between nations, and division within families. Mankind
had squandered our perfect fellowship with Father God and in
so doing, we lost the very basis we had for relating to one
another.

When all seemed lost, God sent a promise and a warning:
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. And
he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and
the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and

strike the earth with a curse” (Malachi 4:5-6).

This promised Redeemer is, of course, Jesus
" Christ. He was Himself in perfect harmo-
ny with His Heavenly Father—so
much so, in fact, that He said, “If

you’ve seen Me, you’ve seen the
Father” (see John 8 and John
14).. He shows us the way to the
Father, and shows us how earthly
fathers and their children should
relate. In fact, He not only shows
us, but transforms our hearts and
makes it possible.

-
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RTS*FATHERS

In John 17, He prays an amazing
prayer for all of us who follow Him:
“...that they all may be one, as You,
Father, are in Me, and I in You; that
they also may be one in Us, that the
world may believe that You sent Me.
And the glory which You gave Me I
have given them, that they may be
one just as We are one: I in them, and
You in Me; that they may be made
perfect in one, and that the world may
know that You have sent Me, and
have loved them as You have loved
Me” (John 17:21-23).

The heart of any good
father is that
His children
would love,
honor, and
stand with
one another.
Jesus so clearly
reflected His own
Father’s heart that
He could pray this
prayer for us. Our unity
is very dear to the heart
of God.
God ordained that His
healing in the earth would be
initiated and revealed by restor-
ing the hearts of parents and chil-
dren. First, He made a way for our
relationship with Him as our Father
to be restored, Then, He works
through Jesus Christ to turn the hearts
. of fathers to children; as families are
b whealéd, communities become healthier,
‘and, the glory of God con%ues to radi-

ate outward to the nations:

SUMMER 2009

-

A FATHERLESS GENERATION

As I have often said, fatherlessness
is the defining characteristic of our gen-
eration. President Barack Obama has
spoken often of the effects of an absent
father in his own life. Statistics and real-
life examples show us that increasing
numbers of children are growing up in
homes without a father in their lives, or
even a positive male role model. Apart
from God’s grace, intervention, and pro-
vision, this leaves critical gaps in a child’s
development and sense of security.

On Father’s Day 2008, then-
Senator Obama said this:

Of all the rocks upon which
we build our lives, we are
reminded today that family
is the most important. And
we are called to recognize
and honor how critical
every father is to that foun-
dation. They are teachers
and coaches. They are men-
tors and role models. They
are examples of success and
the men who constantly
push us toward it.

02008 Tim Llewellyn

But if we are honest with
ourselves, we’ll admit that
what too many fathers also
are is missing—missing from

too many lives and too
many homes. They have
abandoned their responsibil-
ities, acting like boys instead
of men. And the foundations
of our families are weaker
because of it.

While I personally may find areas of
disagreement with Mr. Obama on policy
matters, I certainly agree with that mes-
sage he expressed about fatherhood.

JESUS PRAYS FOR YOUR FAMILY

One thing that encourages and
comforts me greatly is the knowledge
that Jesus’ prayer that we may all be one
includes healing for fathers and chil-
dren. And He is still praying for us (see
Romans 8 and Hebrews 7). Jesus is
praying for our families, inasmuch as
our families represent the most basic
building block within His Church. It
is not God’s purpose to transform the
Church into a “spotless Bride” while
ignoring the families who make up His
Church.

Indeed, it is in the restoration of
families—specifically, the turning of
fathers” hearts to children, and children’s
hearts to fathers — that we find hope for
the health of the Church. This is vital,
because as Pastor Karl Strader once said,
“A broken and divided Church offers
no hope for a broken and divided
world.”

Knowing His will and intent for us
will make us more strategic in seeking to
obey Him; to humble ourselves and do
whatever we can to line up with His
will. Sometimes, there are things that
are beyond our ability or control. This

continued on page 15
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marketplace
exchange serltion tvork

FROM TELEVISION SITCOMS TO BIG
screen suspense thrillers, we are capti-
vated by watching work cultures as we
temporarily escape our own. America’s
interest in working environments has not
diminished since Mary Tyler Moore and
WKRP, to today’s so-called reality shows
and the most recent hit: The Office.

If you fall shy of the national average
of 2.5 hours of TV watching per day and
have little idea ahout any of those shows,
then good for you! Maybe you've been
too busy with your own work reality, in which
case, you're probably still consumed with
office culture; albeit your own. Whether it
causes you to laugh, cry, or curse the copy
machine, your own work
culture is a field...one that
is cultivating you, yet also
one where you are
called to sow.

It happens
millions of
times daily:
people go to
work,
crossing

a border
into a
unique
culture with
its own
preferences,
language,
values, distinct
systems of govern-
ment, personal
liberties and
vending machines.
This is not the
story of migrant
Mexican workers
seeking a better
life. This is the
story of you and
me, and our every
day employment

SUMMER 2009

that exists in what can sometimes seem
like a whole new world.

Each day, we go through “Customs”
of sorts. Upon arrival you pass through
the border checkpoint. Maybe it's an 1D
badge instead of a passport that gets you
through, or the receptionist that gives
you the nod. You say your “good morn-
ing’s”, read your to do’s and e-memos, fill
out your TPS reports, hunt down your
favorite mug, and...the day gathers
speed. In the break room you bump into
Ted from accounting and laugh over the
fact that you're wearing the same shirt.
You never even liked Ted, what’s up
with that? Whatever your situation and
actual day flow; you and your colleagues
are part of a culture that is a determin-
ing factor in the chain reaction of
employee satisfaction, work perform-
ance, and client retention.

Cultural
Transformation

In Romans 12, the apostle Paul gives
us this instruction:

“So here’s what I want you to do,
God helping you: Take your everyday,
ordinary life—your sleeping, eating,
going-to-work, and walking-around
life—and place it before God as an
offering. Embracing what God does for
you is the best thing you can do for
Him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to
your culture that you fit into it without
even thinking. Instead, fix your atten-
tion on God. You’ll be changed from the
inside out. Readily recognize what he
wants from you, and quickly respond
to it. Unlike the culture around you,
always dragging you down to its level
of immaturity, God brings the best out
of you, develops well-formed maturity
in you” (Romans 12:13, from The Message).

The first order of business is
between you and the Lord. Place it
before Him. Listen to Him. Respond to
Him and be changed by Him. Culture
begins at the cellular level-you. One cell
affecting another. The critical mass nec-
essary for change is a process. It didn't
get that way overnight. Transformation
takes time.

There are two categories of people
that will have the greatest impact on cul-
ture within an organization. The first is
leaders. They affect the atmosphere for
obvious reasons. They “set the tone” and
model their true values. Their manner
will be emulated or resented; culture
breeds from there,

Another category is future leaders.
Suppose you're not yet recognized as a
leader in your workplace. The hopeful
aspect about the “future leader” catego-
ry is that it could be almost anyone, at
least in some area—if they dare. A true
future leader must first positively affect
the culture before his or her status can
be confirmed.

Do you believe you can learn pivotal
business principals from business people
who are “non-believers?” | think we
should and can—without throwing away
any of our spiritual discernment or bibli-
cal morality. We can look at successful
marketplace models that are outside of
the traditional religious culture and
receive wisdom from those who might
look and act differently on the surface,
but have learned and proven wise prin-
ciples over time.

To do this, you have to suspend
enough of your prejudice that you can
reach in and capture a real truth. That's
tough. It's easier sometimes to reject the
whole enchilada and just stay at home
with the voices in our heads. But what if
the man on the other side of the border
held a key to your quest for cultural
transformation? Whether or not a “non-
believing” business person realizes it, if
they are espousing a sustainable princi-
pal that truly works, you won't find it dis-
puted in Scripture.

Now that you've been set up, let me
give you an example: Sir Richard Branson
is the founder of the Virgin Brand and now
Chairman of the Virgin Group. His ventures
span across multiple business sectors
including the airline industry, space
tourism, and cellular phone industry with-
in which he built Virgin Mobile USA—the
fastest company in history to generate
over one billion dollars in revenue. His
earlier huge successes in the music sales

ONE-TO-ONE 13




supporting businesses

R.W. Beckett Corporation
John D. Beckett, Chairman
P.0. Box 1289 - Elyria, OH 44036
(440)353-6203 » www.beckettcorp.com

Contractors of Today, Inc.
Gary Soutullo, Owner
P.0. Box 850941 + Mobile, AL 36685
(251)639-1578

Cornerstone Furniture Inc.
Quentin S. Mulder, Owner
915 Grand Rapids St. - Middleville, Ml 49333
(269)795-3259 « cornerstonefurniture.com

VRS Associates, Inc.
Marketing Communications
Vivian Ruth Sawyer, Owner

615 Breckinridge Lane, Ste. 100

Louisville, KY 40207

(502)899-7613 + email: vrsinc@aol.com

Axia Merchant Services
Randal Clark, CEO/President
Erik Krueger, Chairman
535 Chapala St.

Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(877)875-6114 - axia-eft.com
e-mail: rclark@axia-eft.com
e-mail: ekrueger@axia-eft.com

MacLeish Building, Inc.
Dan & Joyce MacLeish &
Dan MacLeish Jr., Owners
650 E. Big Beaver #F
Troy, Ml 48083-1432
(248)524-3244

The Discovery Thrift Store
Gary Browning, President/Director
9908 County Rd. 64 « Daphne, AL 36526
(251)621-0682

Residence Artists, Inc.
Keith Landies, President
220 Fifth Avenue » Chardon, OH 44024
(440) 946.8824 (Cleveland)
440.286.8822 (Chardon)
440.286.8218 (Fax)
e-mail: info@residenceartists.com
Web: www.residenceartists,com

Would you like your business listed in
Marketplace Exchange? Contact Jonathan
Simpson at: (251)633-7900, or via e-mail at:
jonathan.simpson@csmpublishing.org
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and recording business propelled what is
now the Virgin “way-of-life” brand with
the promise of high quality products and
customer service. He is known personally
for having extreme fun and establishing
business frameworks that create fun and
creative cultures.

Branson says: “I find it extraordi-
nary that so many managers pay no
attention to the fabric of their work-
places. How are people supposed to
believe in it when all they see of it, day
after day, is a couple of dying plants
and a fire extinguisher.” If you're
familiar with Branson’s past publicity
stunts and irreverence at times, please don't
write to let me know. I'm too overwhelmed
with fan mail to get to such letters!

Courtesy Virgin Atlantic/Richard Branson

Discipline and Trust

Branson—in his recent book
Business Stripped Bare—discloses ideas
that may help you actually advance your
culture. First, discipline is a key quality Sir
Richard looks for in people. In his recent
book, Mr. Branson references another
book entitled: Good to Great by Jim
Collins. Branson writes:

“Jim Collins says all companies
have a culture but few have a culture
of discipline. This doesn’t mean that
people are tied to a tree and whipped
if they don’t work well, or have their
wages docked if their five minutes late.
It’s not that kind of discipline I’'m talking
about. It is to do with having disciplined
people. And we have disciplined people
right across our Virgin Businesses. After
all, if you're going to let people get on

with and even develop their own jobs,
you need people you can trust.”

Do you see what Branson just did in his
last sentence? He tied discipline to trust.

Here is something radical-Branson
advocates that we “Always practice the
Golden Rule, internally and externally.”
Wow—isn't that avant garde? Could this
be too forward-thinking for today’s pro-
gressive business cultures? Seems to
work for Branson. The Golden Rule, as
you probably know, comes from Matthew
7:12. Jesus says: “So whatever you wish
that men would do to you, do so to
them; for this is the Law and the
prophets.” Luke 6:36-38 adds this: “For
the measure you give will be the meas-
ure you get back.”

Other culture changers Richard
Branson champions include:

« “Employees are number one. The way
you treat your employees is the way
they will treat your customers.”

« “It's OK to be yourself.”

* “The best Virgin manager is someone
who cares about people and genuinely
wants to bring out the best in them.”

= “Have fun at work.”

« “Hire for attitude.”

» “Seek out people with the right spirit.
The things you learn can only comple-
ment who you are—who you are is more
important to me.”

No matter how much we can reform
our culture at work; there will always be
room for refinement. Just because we
will never achieve the ultimate work
culture, we should not be guilty of
neglecting it. You can make a differ-
ence in your work culture. First, ask God
and start with you. Remember also, it’
OK to get outside your Petri dish for
help. The key might very well be just
across the border. €D

Jonathan Simpson is Director of the Construction
Services Team for Apex Ill, a construction firm
based in Mobile, AL. He also coordinates
Marketplace Exchange for CSM and provides
management assistance for the Hidden Treasures

Costa Rica ministry.
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is where His grace and power—and
our willingness to wait on Him patiently
—come in. I've heard my Dad say,
“We cannot do what only God can
do, and God will not do what He
wants us to do.”

God desires to restore families—to
be the bridge between fathers and chil-
dren. No matter how you perceive your

relationship with your children, we must
all remember that it is Jesus Christ who
makes the relationship possible. He is
what holds us together, even when it
sometimes looks like everything is falling
apart (see Colossians 1).

We are also called to be agents of
reconciliation out in the world, as
ambassadors of Father God in a father-
less generation. Recently, I walked
through a community in chaos, where
murder, gangs, drugs, prostitution, and
poverty stalk and destroy countless lives.
Young children have been forced into
prostitution to support the drug habits of
their mothers. Their fathers are either in
gangs, in jail, or in the grave. It is not
enough for me to think that it's “their chil-
dren”or “their problem.” As an ambassa-
dor of the kingdom of God, I am to be an
agent of reconciliation and a light in dark-
ness...to have the heart of the Lord Who
is Himself a “Father to the fatherless.”

All of this motivates me to pray
more—more for my own daughter and
our family; more for the healing in the
body of Christ; and more for this lost,
dying, and desperate generation. As we
pray these things, we can know we are
praying in perfect agreement with Father
God. May we see His Kingdom

o
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The long-awaited major label debut from
singer/songwriter Don Poythress arrives in the ﬂ Jr:i’
form of a fresh—and refreshing—praise and R i) _
worship expression entitled “Wash Away”. b | e
Don is known and loved among many of our J 1 i
One-to-0ne readers as the leader of the annu- *
al Gatlinburg Conference worship team; but he
is also highly respected among some of the most prominent music artists in America.

Over the past decade, Don has quietly built an exceptional collection of songs—classics
that have been recorded by artists such as Clint Black, Tim McGraw, Willie Nelson, Hank
Williams, Ir., Travis Tritt, Jaci Velasquez, Sir Cliff Richard, and The Martins (the Dove
Award-winning song “The Promise”).

With “Wash Away,” Don presents an exceptional blend of his original songs, along with
two much-loved hymns. As a lyricist, Don Poythress has few peers...he has an uncanny
knack for presenting timeless truth with an unvarnished biblical perspective that is devoid
of cliches or pat answers; these songs are deeply personal, yet can touch'something
unigue in the heart of every listener. Strong and memorable melodies are offered in a
Madern Country style, played by some of the best musicians in Nashville.

The worship experience begins with the chiming “Expectation,” which is the perfect
invitation to go up together into the presence of God. Don’s leadership and the song
selection throughout is a study in how to flow in the Spirit, soaring into “I Will Call Upon
Your Name” and then, a thrilling vocal collaboration with Paul Baloche on “Brand New
Day"—definitely two of the many songs here that your congregation will want to sing. The
poetic, gently flowing “Fill Me Up” makes room for the searingly honest and moving heart-
cry, “Wash Away."”

The modern hymn “Before the Throne of God Above” is the natural response to the
deep repentance and cleansing of “Wash Away,” followed by the peace-imparting “I Will
Bless the Lord.” On “The Faithful Love of Jesus,” Don is joined by the incomparable blue-
grass legend Ricky Skaggs on vocals and mandolin... "I pray you’ll know the love of God,
the love that never leaves us, the height, the depth, the width, the breadth, the faith-
ful love of Jesus.” Just hearing this song is an answer to that prayer.

Don again displays his poetic gift with “Lord of All" which leads into a powerful promise-
filled proclamation: “A Thousand Generations”. The simple eloguence of the “Doxology”
closes out the time of congregational worship. But Don isn't finished yet: he offers one of
his signature real-life story songs—as only Don can tell them-about “Joseph,” the human
father of Jesus. It's a masterful and moving portrait of the man God chose and tested and
used to care for His own Son.

“Wash Away” is available in music stores June 23, and through www.integritymusic.com,
and iTunes.

revealed more fully in our generation! €@ ws {

Stephen Simpson is the Editor of One-to-One
and Senior Pastor of Covenant Church of Mabile.
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REAL REVIVAL

THE NEW 3-CD SERIES BY CHARLES SIMPSON

“l do not need to convince you that the Church and our
nation need a real revival. There are all kinds of indicators,

: from declining local church invelvement to deterioriating
values. Secular trends and their impact upon the
Church—and p‘,m ilarly our youth--shoulr onvince us
that we have Jp»—*-r serious spiritual problem.

R E V | V A |_ The question is, ‘Do we stand by and watch or do we respond?’

A real revival goes beyond an emotional response to God.
It is an extraordi inary event that raises the level of ordinary
living—a turning from our way to His way. The context for
e such an event is a mr)ral decline and desperation so pro
-7 found that people run to God. If we are serious about
walking the pat h to real revival it will not be easy nor the
price cheap.”

+ —Charles Simpson
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