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I'M NOT EXACTLY THE WORLD'S

greatest outdoorsman. | love to
watch TV shows like “Deadliest
- Isaiah had a vision from the

- Lord and saw God's glory. He
thing as actually personally risk- -
- awe. He was filled with the Holy |
~ Spirit and given the task of
. declaring God's purpose in the
: earth. Isaiah prophesied clearly
and repeatedly about the com-
- ing Messiah and the deliverance
- and redemption that was coming
- about doing the “dirty work” of
foundational preparation and

- coming deliverance was not just
- for Israel, but for all those who
- would receive Israel’s Messiah.
- Isaiah says that God’s people

. would be delivered and anoint-
that the Prophet is not giving us |
everywhere. This was a radical
idea for the people of Israel,
who saw God as being only their |
. God, only for them.

Catch” and “Man vs. Wild,”
but that's not quite the same

ing your life on the Bering Sea
or camping amidst crocodiles.
There’s an interesting verse in
the Bible that says this:

“Enlarge the place of your
tent, and let them stretch out

the curtains of your dwellings;

Do not spare; lengthen your
cords, and strengthen your
stakes” (Isaiah 54:2).

One thing we need to know
right away about this verse is

a camping seminar, but he is
using a metaphor. A student
once asked, “What's a meta
for?” Well, in these few brief
paragraphs, | will attempt to
tell you.

During the past four years,

me back to the book of Isaiah
The entire book is a message of

redemption for God’s people and
for the whole earth.
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- and uncleanness that had come
into the earth and the judgment

of a holy God upon sin. But

was swept up in worship and

through Him.
Isaiah also testified that this

ed as a testimony to all people

But Isaiah told them that God

was doing a new thing (see
. Isaiah 43) and that He was going
the Lord has continued to lead |

to remove their barrenness and

make them abundantly fruitful
for study, wisdom, and refreshing. |
- cause them to bear more chil-
- dren from among the nations.
In order to prepare for this new
Isaiah spoke of the corruption | :

again—that He was going to

growth, Isaiah instructed the

stretching out the tent flaps,

- and lengthening the cords that
- held the curtains. This is excit-
ing! He said, “Do not spare any

people to “strengthen their
stakes,” which speaks of foun-
~ dational issues. We are often

~ think that if our foundations
- have been good enough to
securely fasten us thus far, then
- they will probably be good

- enough for whatever is coming
- ahead. Not so, says the Lord.

people to “expand the place of
their tent,” by adding to and

effort or material in growth!”
But, he also instructed the

far more excited about the visi-
ble signs of growth than we are

maintenance. In fact, we often

What God has for His people |
in days ahead requires us to lift
our vision higher and drive our
faith down deeper into the rock
of His Word and His promises.
As we look toward new methods
and means of communicating

. the Gospel to the world and to |
- the emerging generation, we do |
- not have the option of weaken-
ing or neglecting our biblical

foundations.
My dad often quotes Les

Brown: “Methods are many,
principles are few; methods

- may change, but principles
- never do.” As we hurtle
- through the momentous year of

2008, let us be flexible in our

~ methods and wise in knowing

- how to act in fast-changing cir-
- cumstances, but let us hold fast
- to our confession and to the

- revealed Word of God. Let us

give attention to those founda-

- tional truths and disciplines,

and to the mission that is ever
before us: to extend the king-

. dom of God...one person at a
- time. @D

Visit our dynamic interactive CSM

. Discussion Forum today at
- www.csmpublishing.org/discuss!

Stephen Simpson is the Editor of
One-to-One and Senior Pastor of

. Covenant Church of Mobile. He is also
| available for ministry in your city. For
| more information, contact Betty Duke:
| bettydukecsm@aol.com / (251) 633-7900.
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| REMEMBER OUR FIRST TELEPHONE. THE LINES FINALLY CAME TO OUR COUNTRY
road in the very late 1940’s, and it was a major event. Our first phone

was on a party-line that included eight families. If it rang once, the call
was for us; if it rang twice it was for another family. We had real “com-
munity” phone calls—you never knew who might be listening to your calls.

FEATURE
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Jesus is Calling Us to Focus Outside
of Ourselves—Are We Listening?

BY CHARLES SIMPSON
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Hank Williams wrote a song about this: “The lady
on the party line is the nosiest thing; she picks up
the receiver when she knows it’s my ring; why don’t
you mind your own business?”

Things got better later; we finally obtained a private
line. And then, after many years, came cordless phones.
They were helpful; you could walk around, do other
things and talk at the same time, as long as you stayed
near the base. Then later came car phones and cell
phones. Now we have world phones and blue tooth.
You can go anywhere and talk to anyone. (Of course we
still do not know who is listening.) Technology is amaz-
ing, especially to a non-techie like me!

Technology affects society but is usually way ahead
of our ability to catch up with our thinking. A lot of us
are still socially on the “party line” locked into a rather
small circle, living behind a cultural barrier, though the
relational possibilities are way beyond our practice.
Some of us still stay very close to our base.

Him speak and watched Him minister. He closed His
instruction to them with a command, “go into all the
world.” He also said, “You will be witness unto me in
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth”
(see Acts 1:8).

When the Holy Spirit came upon them at Pentecost,
the powerful transformation began and the book of Acts
records the story. The success of the early Church was
the result of transformed thinking. Progress came about
by instruction, the power of the Holy Spirit, and a con-
tinual openness to what the Lord was saying. The
apostles and the Early Church leaders remain models
for us in how to become “whosoever” thinkers.

The Challenge

We all reieoyiz when we hear of someone from another
race, nation, or culture that comes to Christ. We support
and pray for missionaries who take the Gospel into
sometimes hostile environments. When I was young,

"Whosgoever”

"Whesoever” Thinking

Jesus was miles ahead of His time and culture in the
way that He thought. Without modern technology or
transportation, He preached a “whosoever” Kingdom.
In John chapter 3 and numerous other texts, He invited
“whosoever wills” to come and
receive life. He continues to call

our local church always supported missionaries in Africa
through our denomination, but had little contact with

- African-Americans or other missionaries living locally.

The challenge that we face is how to take the Lord’s

- “whosoever” and make it personal and not just institu-

tional. The great religious divide in

Iraq is an example of that challenge.

esns w,

those who follow Him to come to a P 4 '?i ol For years, the strategy was to get the

“whosoever” mind-set. W/d'f’hm / the Sunni and Shiite leaders to reconcile.
Jesus’ relationships included the dm&zp{eg were S/ It wasn’t working. Then the strategy

poor, needy, those afflicted with evil
spirits, or those who were just cul-
turally different. Then, He instilled
His “no barrier mentality” into His disciples who had
come from a very narrow background. They heard

WINTER 20038

on 2 "party-line”

changed to get the local individuals to
reconcile. That began to work.
Reconciliation is a personal matter.
No one can think for us. We must take the “whoso-
ever” thinking of Jesus down to the local and personal
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we are still mentally on a party-line. Jesus was
- a “world-phone™; the disciples were still on a “party-
; line”; but, they changed and we must also.

The great challenge of the Church is the same that
Israel faced. Israel was locked into a sense of cultural
superiority. They had a “whosoever” kingdom with a
party-line mindset. Some of them changed; some did
not. That will be true of us as well.

More and more, the world is coming to us, whether
we like it or not. We are being confronted. The ques-
tion is, will we personally recoil or will we embrace the
opportunity with all of its challenges? And there are
challenges.

10t I 1o rejoice that some have world

Vernon Simpson

Vernon Simpson was my father. He was the youngest

son of a Baptist deacon and sheriff in Alabama. His
town was a typical Alabama county-seat town. Dad
went away to a Baptist college in Birmingham, Alabama.

But all of the normal patterns were shattered by the
Great Depression. He had to drop out of college and go
to New Orleans where he would find work and attend
seminary. New Orleans was very different from his seg-
regated home town. It was a large multicultural city.

Dad joined a local Baptist church where the pastor
had a vision to reach south Louisiana’s French-speaking
population. Dad went to the bayous where he met and
married my mother and started churches.

One church that my father started was in a small vil-
lage of mixed-race people, accessible only by boat. Asa
small boy I went with him on the 50 mile journey south
of New Orleans and the rowboat ride to the village on
Grand Bayou. That experience was burned in my mem-
ory because the people and culture were so different.

More than 50 years later, our daughter went to Costa
Rica to work with children, married a Costa Rican,
adopted five children, and then they had two children
born to them and are beginning an orphanage. Our two
sons also enjoy “whosoever” thinking and we have a
“whosoever” family. Dad and mother’s seed live on.

~ they are more

But this article is not so much about race as it is about
grace. The issue is not primarily about going to some
distant place, though that may be God’s call. The exam-
ple of Jesus was located in a rather small geographical

~ area. But His grace flowed wherever He went, and to

whosoever He met.

The Apestle Panl

Paul is another prime example of someone who
went from a “party-line” mind to a “whosoever” mind.
He was a Pharisee locked into a legalistic, superior
mentality. He was hostile to followers of Jesus and he
viewed them as a threat. But three things happened: He
met the Risen Christ; He was filled with the Holy Spirit;
and he received a prophetic word. He would go to the

. Gentiles.

The apostle Paul received a transformed mind. And
he wrote that we can be transformed by the renewing of

~ our mind (see Romans 12:2). That will be necessary if

we are to accomplish the will of God.

There are numerous books that testify to the power of

" a changed mind. Among them are, The Road Less
- Traveled, Eternity in Their Hearts, and In His Steps. Of
 course the primary source is the Bible itself.

The Younger This gererafions
Greneration world is filled with
The children

iPeds, MySpace,
Wi, & You Tuve
while wany parents
live in 2" party line”
Social grovp.

of this generation
are less hung up
on the baggage of
my generation.
But in many ways

needy. Technology

has opened their opportunities, but they are often poorly
equipped to face real life. Additionally, many young
people are segregated from the wisdom and experience
of older generations. Their world is filled with world
phones, iPods, Myspace, Wii, and Youtube, while
many parents live in a “party-line” social group. The

THINK “WHOSOEVER"




generational issue is our greatest challenge. Christians
are losing their children at an alarming rate. We need an
immediate mental change toward youth.

Jesus was “child-friendly”. Most of His disciples
were still young men. If we fail to reach young people,
they will probably not ever be reached. But if reached,
youth have the energy and flexibility to affect the world.
Jesus” example demonstrated that. Jesus accomplished
His success with youth personally, not institutionally. It
is a personal issue.

Following Jesus

I like the term “follower of Jesus™ instead of
“Christian” because today, “Christian” is a cultural sta-
tus; following is an active pursuit. “Christian” is a
group label; following is a personal decision to do what
He did and what He does. What will following mean
to us?

* A renewed wnderstanding
éod that senf Him here.
* A renewed look af how He carvied ouf

His wussion.
. Awwm%af
"wheosoever”
o 4 revewed
fhedz;fcgbfex’ transformed

of the love of

o A realistic review of
our own [lves and how
we use fume and
resourzes.

I haven't always followed Jesus.
And when I did, I was often
lagging way behind. I have
often grieved over my unwill-
ingness to catch on racially,
culturally, or in other ways,
to what He was calling me
to do. I have no desire to
criticize those who haven’t
caught up.

I have close associates
who labor among the

WINTER 2008

addicted, the poor, and in other countries and cultures.
Sometimes they labor in dangerous places. My wife,
Carolyn, and I have recently been to South Korea and wit-
nessed the advance

of the Gospel in Asia. "Whosoever”

[ am continually W wifl break
encouraged to think E . W ¢
larger—to think - PHE
“whosoever”. cateh up fo Jesus’

I remain theologi-
cally conservative,
but am faced with
the fact that love
must be communi-
cated before trust
and truth can be established. Iam not in favor of
“confrontational” evangelism. Iam in favor of loving
the lost and I am trying to do so—not just theoretically
or institutionally, but personally—one at a time.

The way I see it, we have catching up to do if we are
going to follow Jesus. We must catch up to His
motives, His message, and His methods. We must
catch up to the technological capabilities that are being

wotives, His
wessage, & His
methods fo put us
on new advenfures.

- presented to us. We must catch up in our world view.

rehmzm of

And, we must especially catch

up with our kids.
“Whosoever” thinking will

break barriers, put us into new

adventures, open us to

the Holy Spirit and
enable us to hear new
prophetic sounds that

. will mark the path

L ahead. @

Charles
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| He ministers exten-
sively throughout

the United States
and among the nations.

For Charles’ current ministry
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www.csmpublishing.org
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Canada

KINGSTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP |
P.0. Box 26015, 732 Milford Dr., Kingston,
Ontario K7M 4Y0 « (613) 384-1034 «
David Thompson, Pastor

E-mail: thomp@kingston.net

Alabama

COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt Rd. Mobile, AL 36695,
{251) 639-9020 - Stephen Simpson,
Pastor » www.covenantmabile.com

FAITH COVENANT CHURCH NEW!
9908 Hwy 64, Daphne, AL, 36526
Contact Gary Browning (251) 621-6633

California

SADDLEBACK COVENANT CHURCH

23401 Madero, Ste. A « Mission Viejo, CA
92691 - (949) 770-0291

Kevin Davenport, Pastor

E-mail: info@saddlebackcovenant.com
www.saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH

350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B « El Cajon, CA
92020 = (619) 442-7728 » Mark Hoffman
and David Hoffman, Co-Pastors « E-mail
www.foothillschurch.org

Connecticut

ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
P.0. Box 108, 980 Main St. Willimantic,
CT 06226 - (860) 456-2522 = Kevin
White, Pastor = E-mail: alcewilli@prodi-
gy.net » www. geocities.com/alccwilli

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
403 Church St. « New Britain, CT 06051
(860) 229-2083 » Ronald Brackett, Pastor

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
122 Colman St. » New London, CT 06320
(860) 447-3757 = Samuel Spatafore, Pastor

Florida

IGLESIA CRISTIANA CARIS

12200 S.W. 129th Ct. « Miami, FL 33186
(305) 235-4471 « Elkin Espinal, Pastor
Website: www.caris.org

MIAMI TEAM

Church: 25505 SW 126 Ct., Princeton, FL
33032 | Mailing: P.0. Box 924394 -
Homestead, FL, 33092-4394 - (305) 258~
2820, Joseph Holbrook, Director

E-Mail: josephholbrook@miamiteam.org

GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
2960 Plummer Cove Rd. « Jacksonville,
FL, 32223 - (904) 288-8808 « Pastors
Larry Broch; Billy Richards; David Eure
E-mail: grace@cxp.com
www.gracechapel.com

COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH
1007 Gospel Rd., Ft. Walton Beach, FL
32547 - (850) 863-1323 » lim Grabo, Pastor

CSM’S DIRECTORY OF
CONTRIBUTING
MINISTRIES

; Georgia
| COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

P.0. Box 1286 » Suwanee, GA 30024,

- (678) 442-0401 « John Duke, Jr., Pastor

| ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH

. 905 Betz Creek Rd. » Savannah, GA
. 31410 - (912) 897-6630

. Douglas Patterson, Pastor

- E-mail: d.pattersonl5@comcast.net

| BOY WITH A BALL

 P.0. Box 491207 - Lawrenceville, GA,

. 30049 - (866) 510-3688 + Jamie Johnson,
- Director « losjohnson@boywithaball.com
. www.boywithaball.com

¢ Illinois

. SPIRIT OF GOD FELLOWSHIP &

| RESTORATION MINISTRIES

16350 State St. » South Holland, IL

. 60473 (708) 331-1234 « Dr. John Sullivan
| E-mail: jfsddsl@aol.com

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH
. 25361 Glen Park Rd. « Lombard, IL

60148 - (630) 627-7202 » Rich Raad,

- Pastor + E-mail: Admin@folc.net
. www.folc.net

. lowa
| MASON CITY COVENANT CHURCH

Church: 2402 S Federal Ave., Mason City,

. |A 50401 (641) 424-6339 « Mailing:

i 6 Hampshire Ct. « Mason City, 1A 50401
| William Backlin, Pastor

- E-mail: backline@mchsi.com

. RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH

. 4855 Forest Grove Dr., P.0. Box 347

. Bettendorf, 1A 52722 - (563) 332-5585
- Jim Tully, Pastor

. Kentucky .

. NEW COVENANT CHURCH

| 1200 Jefferson St. - Paducah, KY 42001
- (270) 575-3400 -, Mike Rothwell, Pastor
- E-mail: rothwell@nccpad.org www.ncc-
| pad.org

| NEW LIFE CHURCH

3402 Goose Creek Rd., = Louisville, KY,

- 40241 - (502) 426-3132 » Tim Parish, Pastor
. E-mail: timparish@newlifechurch-lou.org
www.newlifechurch-lou.org

. WINCHESTER COVENANT CHURCH

| 142 E. Broadway = Winchester, KY 40391
- (859) 744-7453 « Stephen Humble, Pastor
. E-mail: ccf@qu.nets

| www.web.qx.net/shumble

© OUTWARD FOCUSED

| P.0. Box 22155 « Louisville, KY 40252-
- 0155 (502) 426-0685

- lim Newsom, Executive Director

| E-mail: jimnewsom@bellsouth.net

| www.outwardfocused.org

! Louisiana

| OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH

- P.0. Drawer H « Oberlin, LA 70655

. (337) 639-4465 - William Currie, Pastor
. E-mail: wandtfam@suddenlink.net

- COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

- 3113 Coteau Rd. » New Iberia, LA 70560
- (337) 367-5879 - Steve Hebert, Steward
| E-mail: vickil23@xspedius.net

. Maryland

! CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

- 12411 Sussex Ln. - Bowie, MD 20715
- (301) 262-3625 » Bruce Miller, Pastor

| NEW HERITAGE CHURCH

| 9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B « Ellicott City,
MD 21042 - (410) 313-9660

. Randy Reinhardt & Fred Lessans, Pastors

E-mail: newheritage@speakeasy.net

| www.new-heritage.org

| Massachusetts

. COVENANT CHURCH

- 9 Westminster Ave. » Arlington, MA

- 02474 - (781) 646-9027 » Brian Emmett,
. Pastor + E-mail: bemmet@cov.org

- www.covmin.org

Michigan

ASSYRIAN MINISTRY

- 200 S. Hooker Ave. » Three Rivers, M|
. 49093 - (269) 279-2672

| John Booko, Director

i E-mail: revbooko@hotmail.com

. www.assyria.freeservers.com

* VICTORY LIFE CHURCH

- 6892 D Drive North « Battle Creek, M|
. 49017 » (269) 968-0045 « James

| Sunnock, Pastor » www.ictory-life.org
- E-mail: james@victory-life.org

. CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH

| 3433 South Lincoln Rd. » Mt. Pleasant,
. M1 48858 - (989) 773-1800

| Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor

- E-mail: cmcc@sensible-net.com

. COVENANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH

| P.0. Box 4662  East Lansing, Ml 48826
- (517) 333-2583 » Norm Dufrin, Pastor

. E-mail: ndufrin@hotmail.com

© NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

. 4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy  Lansing, MI,
| 48917 » (517) 323-8180 - Pastor Fred
- McGlone / Pastor Jim Ryckman

- E-mail: fomcg3@aol.com

. NEW COVENANT CHURCH

- 2360 Opal Lake Rd. « Gaylord, MI, 49735
| (989) 939-7282 - Jeff Bennethum, Pastor
' E-mail: jeffbennethum@hotmail.com

- LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

2215 E. Michigan Ave. « Lansing, MI,
48912 - (517) 485-5483 » Malcom
Magee, Pastor « www.libertycc.net

. COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

. 7700 West Blue Rd. » Lake City, MI
. 49651 - (231) 839-2244

| Scott Goodwill, Pastor

- E-mail: ciife@netonecom.net

THE MASTER'S CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
i 971 Dutton Rd. » Rochester Hills, MI,
i 48306 - (248) 651-6785 « Dr. Loren

Siffring, Pastor » E-mail: Loren@eesc.com

| NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF
- SOUTH EAST MICHIGAN

© 3302 Paint Creek Drive » Oakland

. Township, MI 48363 » (248) 693-1383
| Jim Bennethum, Pastor » E-mail:
jim@newcovenantchristianchurch.com

- NEW COVENANT CHURCH OF
. WEBBERVILLE

7400 Stow Rd. « Fowlerville, MI 48836

(517) 468-3443 « Jeff Williams, Pastor
- E-mail: jimk@tds.net

OKEMOS CHRISTIAN CENTER
| 2630 Bennett Rd. » Okemos, M| 48864
- (517) 336-4148 « Craig Dumont, Pastor

www.okemoschristiancenter.com

' AGAPE' CHRISTIAN CHURCH

. 609 Cherokee « Kalamazoo, M1 49006
. (269) 385-5772 « Ron Vestrand, Pastor
| Www. agapecc.com

- COVENANT FELLOWSHIP

. P.O. Box 484, Williamston, M| 48895
| (517) 655-9131 Bill Michell, Pastor

. E-mail: gomichells@cs.com

Mississippi
- COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

P.0. Box 107 = McComb, MS 39648

. (601) 249-4854 - Michael T. McCarty,
| Pastor « E-mail: mmccartysr@pobox.com

| GRACE TEMPLE

- 1131 Richburg Rd. - Hattiesburg, MS
- 39402 - (601) 264-0593 i
. Dwayne Higgason, Pastor

| www.gracetemple.com

. NEW COVENANT CHURCH
| 200 W. Garrard Rd. » Starkville, MS
- 39759 - (662) 323-4555

Bill Murphy, Pastor

Missouri

. CHRIST THE KING CHURCH

| 9018 Big Bend Blvd. - St. Louis, MO
- 63119 = (314) 963-1278

. Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor

E-mail: pete@ctkchurch.net

www.ctkchurch.net

. WASHINGTON BIBLE FELLOWSHIP

| 920 West 6th Street - Washington, MO
. 63090 + (636) 390-9106

. Michael Ayers, Pastor

- www.washingtonfellowship.org

: Nebraska

| COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

P.0. Box 34789 » Omaha, NE 68134

. (402) 498-9819 = Mark Woodruff, M.D.,
| Pastor, www.covenantfamilychurch.org

. New IEI’SEY

. LONG BRANCH COVENANT CHURCH

| P.0. Box 4158 Long Branch, NJ 07740
- (732) 8702028 Tony Moss, Pastor

- E-mail: Lbcovenant@comcast.net

i New York

. FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

. 117/125 Main St. - Farmingdale, NY, 11735
- (516) 293-1838

John Quince, Pastor

- E-mail: jandj1960@juno.com

www.forministry.com/11735fcc

FOR THE MOST UP TO DATE INFORMATION, VISIT THE CSM WEBSITE AT WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG AND CLICK ON “FIND A CHURCH."
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North Carolina

BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH

P.0. Box 3178 » Shelhy, NC 28151

(704) 481-0990 - Harry 1. Gregory, Sr.,
Sr. Elder-Apostle

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Road = Granite Falls, NC
28630 + (828) 396-7690 - Terry Neal,
Pastor « E-mail: cfs@conninc.com

Ohio

COVENANT FAMILY FELLOWSHIP

3948 Carson Salts Springs Rd. = Newton
Falls, OH 44444 « (330) 872-7060 + Dane
Price, Pastor = E-mail: pastordane@aol.com
www.covfam.org

NEW WINE COVENANT COMMUNITY
1215 Polaris Pkwy. Suite 214 Columbus,
OH 43240-2037 + (614) 785-9232
Michael Cook, Pastor

E-mail: mcook@Sowers.US

CIRCLEVILLE CHRISTIAN
6985 Tarlton Rd. « Circleville, OH 43113
(614) 474-7984 - Contact: Church Office

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

5550 Lancaster Newark Rd. N.E.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148 - (740) 862-
6443 Dennis Coll, Pastor

E-mail: covenantchristian@earthlink.net
www.covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY

925 W. Hopocan Ave. « Barberton, OH
44203 - (330) 825-9603 » John Akins
and Joe Schoblocher, Pastors

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES

925 W. Hopocan Ave. = Barberton, OH
44203 « (330) 706-0952 « John Akins,
President

Oklahoma
COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

3106 N. Utah - Oklahoma City, OK 73112 |
- 420 Hudgins Rd.

. Fredericksburg, VA 22408

| (540) 548-8456

© James E. Matthias, Pastor

i E-mail: mhammond21@juno.com

(405) 943-5939 « Dwight Cunkle, Pastor
www.covenantlifechurch.com

Tennessee

ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH

1000 Woodridge Place = Mt. Juliet, TN
37122 « (615) 754-7035 = Larry Grainger,
Pastor = www.alcmtjuliet.com

COVENANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP

7510 Sleepy Hollow Rd. « Fairview, TN
37062 - (615) 799-2184

Ron Embry, Pastor

Texas

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

17000 Longenbaugh Dr. » Houston, TX
77095 « (281) 463-6600

Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor

E-mail: ccc@christ-covenant-church.org
www.christ-covenant-church.org

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO

6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., #505
Houston, TX 77041 - (281) 859-0191
Manuel Montez, Pastor

CROSSROADS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
P.0. Box 3652 « Midland, TX 79702
(915) 682-2190 « Cecil Robinson, Pastor

FOUNDATION MINISTRIES

P.0. Box 291130 « Kerrville, TX 78029
(817) 444-6475 « Rene Brown, Director

WINTER 2008

i COLLEYVILLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

i 3508 Glade Rd. = Colleyville, TX 76034
. (817) 354-5757 « Carter Foster, Pastor

| E-mail: carterfoster@pastor.com

- www.ccfdfw.com

. EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES

| 5411 McPherson Rd., #84-102

~ Laredo, TX 78041 - (715) 635-7824
- Terry Everroad, President

- E-mail: terry@everroad.com

Virginia

: HARVEST CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
. 5Serene Ct. » Stafford, VA 22556

(571) 334 8951 » Matt McNally, Pastor

| E-mail: matt@provisiondent.com

. HARVEST INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES

. 5 Serene Ct. - Stafford, VA 22556

+ (540) 286-1560 = Jim and Sean McNally,
. Pastors » E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com

| YADA INTERNATIONAL

i c/o Bradley Stuart

. 5Serene Ct. - Stafford, VA 22556
- E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com

| www.yadainternational.com

. HERITAGE HARVEST FELLOWSHIP

. 37825 Hyatt Lane = Purcellville, VA
| 20132 (540) 668-6043

: Gary Bergel, Pastor/Director

. E-mail: BergelFam@aol.com

- OAKBROOK CHURCH

- 1700 Reston Pkwy = Reston, VA, 20194
. (703) 437-4900 - John Moyle, Pastor

- E-Mail: dan@oakbrookchurch.org

www.oakbrookchurch.org

. GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH

8910 E. Pocahontas Trail

. Willamsburg, VA 23187 « (757) 565-0801
| Thomas McCormick, Pastor

- E-mail: patmc@tni.net

VINE COVENANT MINISTRIES

Washingtnn

- CALVARY COMMUNITY CHURCH

. 2717 NE 3rd Ave - Camas, WA 98607
- (360) 834-7522 - Scott Jones, Pastor

Wisconsin

- NEW WINE
- N5665 Shady Oaks Lane « Spooner, Wl
. 54801 (715) 939-0203 Bob Otto, Pastor

For more information on CSM’s

CONTRIBUTING
MINISTRIES
PROGRAM

P.0. Box 850067
Mobile, AL 36685-0067
Toll-free: (888) 811-2CSM
www.csmpublishing.org

Ronald Gray,
Director of Missions
Growth for CSM’s
International
Outreach Ministries,
is “on the road,” encouraging
Christians and churches. Ronald
also leads short-term mission trips
to assist IOM missionaries.

MARCH 1-2 = COLUMBIA, SC
Life Church
Pastor Steve Allen
(803) 794-1001

MARCH 8-15 = COSTA RICA
Team from Grace Temple
construction project
(251) 621-0983

MARCH 26 » SOUTH HOLLAND, IL
Spirit of God Fellowship
Pastor John Sullivan
(708) 331-4061

MARCH 28-30 « LOMBARD, IL
Men’s Conference
Fountain of Life Church
(630) 627-7202

APRIL 4-6 « TAMPA, FL
Bethel Assembly of God
Men's Retreat
Pastor Mike Tedder
(813) 238-2348

For more information:
(251) 621-0983

Jim Newsom
is a dynamic speak-
er with an amazing
life story. He is the
Executive Director
of Outward Focused and min-
isters to prisoners and their families.

APRIL 11-13 - SOMERSET, PA
Somerset Correctional Inst.
Chaplain Phil Maust
(814) 443-8100

MAY 2-4 - FRACKVILLE, PA
Mahanoy Correctional Inst.
Chaplain Nelson Zeiset
(570) 773-2158

For more information:
(502) 426-0685

CSM’S 12TH ANNUAL
LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE
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FAMILYGRAM

| WILL NEVER FORGET, IN THE DIFFICULT
days following the death of my Grandma
Simpson back in 1991, our family rallied
around Grandpa Simpson and stayed
close with him. One day, as he and | were
doing some work around his house, we
paused for a cup of water and sat down
at the now-lonely kitchen table. He said,
“You know, one of the hardest things
about losing Genoa is that after 56 years
of marriage, | was just now learning how
to be a good husband.”

Anyone who ever observed my
grandparents together knew they
were an exceptionally loving and
devoted couple. And yet, there was

my Grandpa saying he was “just now
learning.” That comment struck me
deeply and taught me a very important
lesson about marriage and relationship—it's an
ongoing process, and an attitude of humility
towards God and towards our spouse makes a
world of difference.
One thing that all four of my grandparents, and
both of my parents, taught and demonstrat-
. ed over the years was that a Bible-
~ | based, Christ-centered marriage was
J not only a beautiful thing, but it was
/ a much-needed anchor in a storm-

lr / tossed society.
= /' The Bible is the greatest handbook

|

‘ for living that has ever been written. It

HO 7 expresses the heart and the plans of the One
/ Who made all life. Under the leadership of the

[ Holy Spirit, the apostle Paul wrote a letter to

- e " B . 1
g V Stephen Simpson ' the Christians in the city of Ephesus that con-
e | tains much practical wisdom for daily life.
i r-al"‘-l'x J
—— } GRACE AND PEACE
/ Paul opens Ephesians with the greeting,

Sy “Grace and peace to you.” The intent of Paul’s
instruction is to impart grace and peace to all who

Discovering how husbands,
would read his letter. And, we must keep in mind that all

wives, and children can of these instructions are to be carried out in a spirit of
relate more effectively to grace and peace as well. ‘ ,

In the beginning of Ephesians 5 Paul writes, “Be
God and each other imitators of God in Christ.” In order to fulfill our calling

THINK “WHOSOEVER"
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and destiny in God, we must follow

g the example of Jesus

Specifically, we need to walk in
love—not in the way that the world
defines love, but in the way that Jesus
defines love: He gave Himself for us...
as an offering to God.

What follows in Ephesians 5 is
practical wisdom from God's heart
showing us how to live and relate to
Him and one another, including in
our families and homes. Yes, there
are many among us who, for various
reasons, may not be living in a home
where there is a hushand, a wife, and
children present. Nonetheless,
Ephesians 5 provides us with many
clear insights into godly and practi-
cal principles and standards for
home life.

Whatever our backgrounds, experi-
ences, or present circumstances, we
need to understand these pri nciples
and we need to see these standards—
which are under major attack by
secularism—upheld and championed.
We are called to boldly proclaim the
standard and graciously minister to
the exceptions—remember, God is
able to save and redeem us wher-
ever we are on this journey.

BE ALLED WITH THE SPRIT F

one of the cornerstones of

worship on the Lord. And, as imita-
tors of Christ, filled with His Spirit,
we are called to humbly submit to
one another—to practice the grace of
yielding.

LOVE AND RESPECT

After Paul encourages us to submit
to one another, he brings it down to
a very practical level—right into the
home. He says we are to submit to
one another, but gives some clear
instructions as to how that submission
works. First of all, biblical submission
is not something that a person is
coerced into, but it is something that
they offer as a gift.

As believers, we are submitted first
to the Lordship of Jesus Christ—as
citizens of His Kingdom. We then
offer our lives to one another. This
submission to one another is rooted
in our submission to Jesus Christ, His

we are able to line up with God’s will
and God’s plan, the more we open
the door for His blessing to come in.
Ephesians 5:22 tells us that wives
should submit to their husbands as
unto the Lord.

Let me reiterate: true submission
is something one person offers to
another, it is not coerced. Notice also
that Paul also doesn't say, “Wives, ]
submit to your husband if you think
he’s worthy of it,” or “Submit to him
when you feel like it,” or “Only when
you think he's right.”

Now, let me hasten to add that this
verse in no way implies that a wife
should submit to her hushand’s wish-
es when the husband is clearly violat-
ing God's Word or her conscience. And
it doesn’t mean that a wife should in
any way submit to being a victim of
abusive behavior by a husband.

What this Scripture does mean is
that God has ordained that hus-
bands should be the head of the
home as a leader, a shepherd, a
provider, a priest, a nurturer, and a
protector. The very word “husband,”
according to Webster’s Original 1828
Dictionary not only means a man
joined to a woman in marriage, but it
also refers to a man who is a good

to a farmer who tills, SOWS, nurtures,

r
1
!
steward and manager. It also refers % 2

and reaps.

When a wife is able to recognize i L
her husband in that way, it not only = N
expresses faith in him as a leader, but
faith in God, Who is the head of the

p
x
husband. When she serves or blesses .\t
!
)

Ephesians 5 is that we should not seek
any counterfeit or shortcut to a truly
blessed life. In Ephesians 5:18, Paul
says, “Be filled with the Spirit.”

Some translations of the original
language indicate that this means
“stay filled with the Spirit.” It's a con-
tinual process that we must walk out.

We are to not only walk in the
Spirit individually, but corporately.

her husband, she not only shows 1 ! 4
respect for him, but also for the Lord = | i “ :
Who ordered the home (see also 1 | 1 '!

Peter 3:5-6; Genesis 18:12; 1 Timothy 2):¢ i 14

Word, and His ways. It affects how we
relate to other believers and also

We have responsibility to each other
in our walk in the Spirit—to exhort
and encourage one another, specifi-
cally in the arena of focusing our

how we relate in our marriages and
homes.

scripture provides clear wisdom
and order for our homes—the better

In Ephesians 5:25, paul ups the ant&‘l

when he writes to husbands: he says = F |

that we are to love our wives as Christ. | ¥
continued on page 15 ‘
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An Interview with
Heeth Varnedoe

12 ONE-TO-ONE

HEETH VARNEDOE BEGAN HIS
career at Flowers Industries (a
leading producer of packaged bak-
ery foods) as route salesman. In
1997, Heeth retired as President
and Chief Operating Officer. Under |
his management, Flowers grew to
become a publicly traded Fortune
500 company. Today Flowers has
bakeries throughout the south-
eastern and southwestern United
States that bake breads likely to
be on your grocery list, including
Nature’s Own, Cobblestone Mill,
BlueBird, Sunbeam, and Bunny to
name a few.

Mr. Varnedoe says in his new
book, Called To Excellence, that at
age 34, he seemed successful. He
had a healthy family, a beautiful
home, and was headed to the top
at work; however, “all was not well
behind the facade”. His relation-
ship with his wife and family were
suffering. He had become a

taskmaster at work where employ-
ees responded to him out of fear.
It was all about to fall apart, he
says, and that’s when he opened
himself up for introspection, sought
out a trusted friend and minister,
and began a “new climb.”

Heeth'’s retirement did not
mean an end to his adventures.
Today, Heeth owns a pecan and
pine tree operation, serves on the
board for Integrity Media and is a
sought after speaker. On a personal
note, I have the utmost respect for
Mr. Varnedoe and his wife,
Jacqueline. At age 17, | had the
opportunity to live in his home and
work at his pecan tree farm in
southern Georgia. From that van-
tage point, I saw a man who truly is
a demonstration of integrity. It was
my privilege to catch up with Mr.
Varnedoe and get the following
interview.

- Jonathan Simpson
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...wholeheartedly pursuing God’s call to
excellence in whatever situation He has
placed us, using whatever means and

talents He gives us.

121: Recently, you wrote a book,
Called To Excellence, where you define
success as “Wholeheartedly pursuing
God’s call to excellence in whatever sit-
uation He has placed us, using whatev-
er means and talents He gives us.”
What are some differing results

inition versus those who subscribe to
a secular definition?

HV: Colossians 3:23 says,
“Whatever you do, work at it with all
your heart, as working for the Lord,
not for men.” That puts us in a new
realm of Godly values. You represent
the Lord in all of your work. You are
the son of a King. God says, “You
work for Me.” As a Christian, you
understand priorities: God, Family,
Work. You have to walk it out in that
order. It will work, but it is an issue of
the heart. When we approach it that
way, the time will be there for what
God has called us to. You may have
to give up other things, but they are
replaced by greater things.

Remember, we are not measured
in a day but over a lifetime. Peace
comes as we try to walk right before
a God that is Sovereign. With true
success comes the peace we have
when we know we are in harmony
with the purposes that God created
for us.

121: You mention that “business
leaders by their very nature are ‘fix-
it" people.” You address our attempts
to “fix” things in our lives but say

that you reached a point in your life
when you couldn’t “fix” something on
your own. What should our response
be when we are struggling to fix
something?

HV: When people are struggling,
there is a pride factor that often pre- |
vents them from asking for help. God

| puts people in our lives, but it's up to

you see in people who follow this def- |
God's system, we help one another.

' I'm reminded of the Frank Sinatra

' song “My Way”. This is really the

us to pursue that relationship. This is

wrong approach. We try to fix things

! rather than have our hearts changed.
| remember a young person came to |

me for advice one time and said “God \
told me this and God told me that,”
so | asked, “Then what do you need
me for?” When I went for help, it was
very humbling for me. Romans 8:28
says: “In all things God works for the
good of those who love him who have
been called according to His purpose.”
Heeth also recalled a time when

one of his grandsons was injured in a
very serious accident. As Heeth waited

| in the hospital, his daughter-in-law

said “Big Heeth, you cannot fix this.”
He tells in his book of how he prayed
later that night “Lord, | just really want
him to live, but he’s in Your hands, |
trust you.” His grandson is now “back
to his old self” but Heeth says, “as ‘type
A’s’ its important for us to know that
there are some things we just can’t fix.”
121: During your time of service
at Flowers, the company grew
tremendously. How did that growth

. affect the culture of the company?

How do you advocate managing it?

HV: The culture starts at the top
with the leadership. Do people really
know what you stand for? They
should not have to guess. Nothing
speaks louder than an individual's
actions, their consistency. At Flowers
| was fortunate to work with many
Christians. Our mentality needs to be
that we are servants of people, in
that we need to help them develop
their gifts and talents. | was a servant
to the employees no matter where
they appeared on the organizational
chart. | learned that it was important
to call them by their first name
immediately.

Heeth mentioned times that he
spent on the floor with employees vis-
iting the company'’s various locations.
He often took the time talk with
employees on a personal level and fol-
low up with them with letters and
phone calls. Years later he found that
one of his employees had actually
framed a letter that Heeth sent and
hung it in his living room. Heeth also
notes in his book, “As I changed, the
whole atmosphere of our meetings
changed.”

121: We've had some dialogue on
CSM’s website discussion forum
board (www.csmpublishing.org/discuss )
about words of wisdom for young
workers just entering the workforce.
Thinking back to your beginnings at
Flowers, what would you say to our
younger readers just entering the
marketplace?

HV: You need to understand that
not everyone you work for will be a
Christian. Your boss may say many
things you don’t want to hear. Have a




R.W. Beckett Corporation
John D. Beckett, Chairman
P.0. Box 1289 + Elyria, OH 44036
(440)353-6203 » www.beckettcorp.com

Contractors of Today, Inc.
Gary Soutullo, Owner
P.0. Box 850941 + Mobile, AL 36685
(251)639-1578

Cornerstone Furniture Inc.

Quentin S. Mulder, Owner
915 Grand Rapids 5t. = Middleville, Ml 49333
(269)795-3259 » cornerstonefurniture.com

VRS Associates, Inc.
Marketing Communications
Vivian Ruth Sawyer, Owner

615 Breckinridge Lane, Ste. 100

Louisville, KY 40207

(502)899-7613 « email: vrsinc@aol.com

Axia Merchant Services
Randal Clark, CEO/President
Erik Krueger, Chairman
535 Chapala St.

Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(877)875-6114 = axia-eft.com
e-mail: rclark@axia-eft.com
e-mail: ekrueger@axia-eft.com

MacLeish Building, Inc.
Dan & Joyce MacLeish &
Dan MacLeish Jr., Owners
650 E. Big Beaver #F
Troy, M| 48083-1432
(248)524-3244

The Discovery Thrift Store
Gary Browning, President/Director
9908 County Rd. 64 « Daphne, AL 36526
(251)621-0682

Residence Artists, Inc.
Keith Landies, President
220 Fifth Avenue » Chardon, OH 44024
(440) 946.8824 (Cleveland)
440.286.8822 (Chardon)
440.286.8218 (Fax)
e-mail: info@residenceartists.com
Web: www.residenceartists,com

Would you like your business listed in
Marketplace Exchange? Contact Jonathan
Simpson at: (251)633-7900, or via e-mail at:
jonathan.simpson@csmpublishing.org
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servant’s attitude towards the one
you work for. Don’t wear your feel-
ings on your sleeve. Read about
Daniel and Joseph. Daniel learned the
ways of Babylon, then he was pro-
moted. Wherever Joseph landed, he
was successful. Joseph wasn't impa-
tient. Don't you be impatient and don’t
let the marketplace compromise your
value system. You might get into
your first job and realize it is not for
you—it doesn't match your gifts. It’s
ok to change.

121: You stated: “When we are in
a position of authority, we have a
tremendous responsibility, both at
home and in the workplace, to do the
right thing—always.” How does that
affect fruitfulness?

HV: People watch what you do.
The fruit of humility is completely
different from the fruit of pride.
Work is God's design. It was God'’s
plan for Adam from the start even
before he fell-to work The Garden.
God will honor hard work and humility
and bring fruit.

! 'n-nuiﬂm‘nummmm-lbmmmﬂ
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121: What is retirement?

HV: | don't like the word “retire-
ment”. Retirement means you go
and put your feet up. | prefer “refo-
cus”. Itis a time of getting after

| what God is calling you to.

121: You've described your deci-
sion to retire from Flowers as a very
difficult one that didn’t come
overnight; it was like a “River Jordan”
that had to be crossed.

HV: | had worked there over 40
years. We had many good people but
God was saying I've got something
else for you to do.”

121: Why did you write the book?

HV: When | left Flowers, | had
accumulated many notes of things I'd

| learned and had saved various

speeches | had given. | wanted to
preserve these. Writing the book
was much more difficult than |
anticipated. | put it down for awhile
then heard “you started, you
should finish.” It took me five years
to complete it. €®

CALLED TO EXCELLENCE

HEETH VARNEDOE was in the corporate
world for nearly 40 years; starting out on
a bread route with FLOWER’S FOODS and
retiring as its president and chief operat-
ing officer. Over the years he encountered
several pitfalls in the marketplace. From
his personal experiences, he decided to
write a book redefining success in the
marketplace from a Christian perspective.
Written in a very personal, easy to read
style, this book will inspire you, no matter
where you serve in the marketplace.

AVAILABLE FROM CSMPUBLISHING.ORG

OR AMAZON.COM ($12.99)
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-~ continued from page 11
- loves the chyrc, S0me men may say,

“Sure, | love my wife. She’s 3 great

- COOk, she's beautiful, she makes me

feel good.” That's not what pay| is
talking about! He uses the word agape
here, meaning a selfless, godly kind
of love, and says that Christ’s love js
the standard—the king of love that's
causes you to lay down your life for
your wife,

Some men may say, “Yes, | would
be willing to die for my wife” —pyt let
me ask you: are You willing to wash
the dishes or take out the trash? The
late Pastor Adrian Rogers once said:
“The question 2 husband shoyjd ask
about his wife is, ‘Am | willing to die
for her?’ and the question 3 wife
should ask apoyt her husband is,

Am | willing to live for him?™

The husband js delighted in serving
his wife becayse of his love for her. He
recognizes that God has given him 3

_ Precious gift to pe well-stewarded,

knowing that he will give an account
to the Lord for his stewardsh ip. He val-
ues her ahove 3| others, sets her
apart as special, and washes her often
in the healing, cleansing Word of God.

All the time s not too often for 3
husband to sincerely €xpress his love
to his wife,

Paul clarifies the roles here by say-
ing that husbands are called to love
their wives, angd wives are called to
respect theijr husbands, (| highly rec-
ommend the excellent book Love &
Respect by pr. Emerson Eggerichs.)

The Bible doesn't tell us that we
need to try to change our spouse so
that they wil| change theijr behaviors,
The first order of business is for us to
ask God to change our own hearts and
behaviors, Many times, if husbands
would try to selflessly love their

L wives more, their wives wou|q

respect them more, And if wives
would give more respect, instead of

demeaning or belittling thejr hus-
bands, they would see their hus-
bands loving them more perfectly,

Let me say thjs. the Primary onus js
on the husbands as the leaders to
make the first step, but that doesn’t
€Xcuse the wife for inaction. One
r€ason so many wives have a diffj-
cult time submitting to their hus-
bands is because thejr husbands are
not submitted tg the Lord or to
godly authority in the Church.
Husbands, if You want to see your
wife respect you, then you need to
make sure that you're being proper-
ly daccountable to God.

CHILPREN AND PARENTS

Then, in the beginning of
Ephesians 6, pay) exhorts children to
listen to and obey their parents,
which is one way in which we honor
them (see alsg 1 Samue| 15:22-23),

Dishonoring our parents, no mat-
ter who they are or what they've
done good or bad, is dishonoring to
the Lord. pay) references
[).cguteronomyr 5:16 in reminding us to
honor our parents. He says, “Honor
them because God said so, ang your
inheritance wi| be blessed.”

A lot of people are missing out on
Present and futyre blessings because
they are hung up on what happened
in the past. Many young people
today have no Clue as to how or why
we honor Parents becayse their par-
ents have let them down. But if we
can yield to God’s Word, there js an
accompanying Promise of Gog’s
blessing for honoring the parents
that He gave tg us. (Obviously, we
can’t obey anyone if they are clearly
and flagrantly violating God’s Word—
nor should any child be abused or
treated Cruelly. That is 3 different
issue altogether,)

Remember, when your parents djscj-
Pline you for doing Something stupid,

they’re not trying to hurt you;
they're trying to teach You a lesson
that will save your life,

Paul closes oyt this portion of
Ephesians with an exhortation to
fathers—as the leaders of the home—
not to provoke their children to
wrath. Many fathers have sinned in
this area,

It's no wonder that so many chil-
dren, even as adults, retain great
anger and alienation from theijr
fathers. And while children are not
€XCused for any dishonor on their
Part, a father bears tremendouys
responsibility before the Lord. The
father’s God-given task js to train
their children in the .'ife-giving ways
of the Lord—ang God’s grace and
favor will be on fathers as they seek
to be obedient to this call.

AWZ/N& GRACE

All of us, at one time or another,
experience failure jn these areas, Jt's
important to remember that gur
success is not rooted in our power,
our might, or our goodness, byt in
the Spirit of the Lord. When we fall
short, or experience brokenness,
His grace js there to forgive, heal,
and redeem. His Word offers ys
8uidelines and hope, not only for uys
in our generation, but for all
generations to come, o@»
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