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IS THERE NOT A

CAUSE?

Young People Are Dying—Here’s What

We Can Do About It

By Stephen Simpson

Today, other giants are
taunting the people of God,
threatening unimaginable
terror, mayhem, and death
across the earth. The peo-
ple of God must be chal-
lenged once more to ask:

“Is there not a cause?”

Disease, abandonment,
poverty, homelessness, vio-
lence, and even slavery stalk
children and youth in most
major metropolitan areas
worldwide, and also in the
countryside. One doesn't
need to be a prophet, or
even a good analyst, to see
the ramifications for the
future of civilization as we
know it are dire.

While we must certainly
deal with initial needs or
symptoms, it is vital that we
deal with root causes so that
people can be delivered
from oppression and freed
from bondage. The specific
root causes of the various
crises in different areas may
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vary from place-to-place,
but there are two specific
issues that must be
addressed everywhere, par-
ticularly here in North
America:

\

AMONG THESE

CHALLENGES ARE:

* Revealing the ever-
increasing kingdom of
God to a presently
diminishing Church

* Breaking the curse of
fatherlessness over this
generation (see page 10).

Jesus chose us and
anointed us with His Holy
Spirit so that we would bear
fruit—lasting, eternal fruit.
This means that we not only
manifest the fruit of the
Spirit, but that we give
birth to spiritual sons and
daughters.

Isaiah tells us that there

i

-

will be no end to the increase
of Christ's government or of
His peace, and that the zeal
of the Lord would accom-
plish this (see Isaiah 9:6-7).
Prophetically, we see an
advancing kingdom of God.
And yet, the Church in North
America, as it is in Western
Europe, is in precipitous
decline in terms of mem-
bership, participation,
faithfulness, and larger soci-
etal influence. The people
of God must rediscover their
prophetic call, rediscover
the Word of the Lord,
receive afresh His anointing,
and be bold and undeterred
in their outward focus to be
salt and light in a society
that is dying in darkness.
We are called to break the
chains of oppression; not to
ignore them. We are called
to proclaim the Gospel of
the kingdom of God—any
other “gospel” is no gospel
at all. a2

Stephen Simpson is the Editor of
One-to-One and Senior Pastor of
Covenant Church of Mobile. He is also
available for ministry in your city. For
more information, contact Betty Duke:
bettydukecsm@aol.com /[ (251) 633-7900.

DEAR PASTOR SIMPSON,

| am writing in regards to
your sermon entitled “Call Them
Pearls.” How grateful | am for
that message! | want to tell you
about a lady we know here. She
gave her testimony last week at
the home group we host at our
house. During her testimony,
she said the major turning point
in her coming back to Jesus was
about six months ago when my
hushand, Chad, and | got
involved in her life.

When we first moved here,
she would occasionally ask me
to go for walks with her or meet
to talk. She had fallen away
from the Lord and was living a
self-serving life. She was
stressed out, depressed, and lost.

PEM{S

After listening to your message, the
Holy Spirit spoke to me and said,
“She is a pearl.” | felt filled with
God’s love for her life.

Chad and I felt that we must do
something, and we prayed about it
and God showed us some options.
At first, she seemed unwilling to
receive any help from us. When we
didn’t hear from her for a few
weeks, we wondered if we did the
right thing. But soon, she started to
call to meet us for church and start-
ed coming to our home group. She
reads her Bible faithfully, attends
church and Bible studies, tithes
faithfully, and is now opening her
own home to share the Gospel and
love of Jesus with her friends who
are just as she was. God has seen
her through her challenges and she
is now so in love with Jesus! It is
pouring out of her everywhere, in
her workplace, in her home, with
her friendships, and family.

I've passed the message on to sev-
eral friends who have been touched
hy it as well. Thank you for your
faithfulness to the Gospel, as well as
your love and care for my family.

—Liza H., Oregon
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HOW TO DISCERN & INVEST WISELY DURING
TRYING TIMES AND GREAT OPPORTUNITIES

Deadliest {ie

BY THYSSEN-KRUPP IS A GERMAN FIRM INVESTING BILLIONS OF
CHARLES dollars to build a steel plant near Mobile, AL. They will employ 2700
SIMPSON people, and this will create hundreds of othér jobs in the area.
Needless to say, it has caused a lot of excitement and optimism.

|

FEATURE

Recently, a man posing as an agent for another large company
falsely advertised that the company had taken over the hiring. He
met applicants at a local motel and charged each one an advanced
union fee of $110 to get them a job. “I'll get back to you,” he said. Of

course he never did.




It is too bad that the applicants lost
s$110 each. But believing a lie can cost
much more: it can cost your life and
even your eternal soul.

The lies that we hear every day
range from false cures and false invest-
ments to false religions. In Jesus’ day,
there were false Messiahs. The prob-
lem with committing to a false promise
is that often, you do not know the
results until it is too late. Most of us
have accepted some false claim at some-
time in our lives; in such situations, a
person is fortunate if it didn't take their
life or result in unrecoverable loss.

But many people who have “been
had” do not recover, in that they feel
that they can never trust anyone again.
That loss of trust is a great loss because
trust is essential to life and salvation.
And then there are those who only trust
themselves—and there is no salvation
in that.

TRUTH

Jesus did not spend much time try-
ing to teach us about lies, though He
did point out some lies and liars. But
he did spend a lot of time pointing out
the truth and the blessings of truth.

Those who knew Jesus best when He
walked here on the earth said that He is
the Truth, and that He is full of grace
and truth. In John 14:6, Jesus said, “I
am the way, the truth, and the life, no
man comes to the Father except
through me.” This statement means
that truth is absolute, eternal, unchang-

ing, and that Jesus is absolutely the truth.

If we have received Jesus, we have
received the truth—it is within us (see
1 John 1:6-8; 2:21-27; 3:19; and 5:6).

John 17:17 tells us that God’s Word
is truth, and God’s truth sanctifies us—
sets us apart. John 1 tells us that Jesus
is the Word made flesh and dwelling
among us. So, for a follower of Jesus,
He is the revelation, foundation, and
starting point of truth.

This reminds us that truth is not
only absolute; it is eternal. It exists

above and beyond all earthly circum-
stance. You can trust the truth.

GULLIBILITY

So what has this to do with an
“agent” making false claims and taking
people’s money? It reminds us that we
live in a gullible society. Humanity—
all of us—are susceptible to lies. We
are in need of a “plumb line”, a stan-
dard by which we can measure all
claims.

Western society has become “post-
modern”. Among other characteristics,
postmodern thinking tells us that
“truth” is whatever we want it to be.
Ironically, it began in Germany through
the teachings of Hegel and Nietzsche
and gave and gave us men like Hitler
and Marx. Postmodernism is not con-
structive, it is deconstructive. It takes

apart trusted virtue and gives it want—
personal “values”. And today in much
of the world, we live in a “want-driven”
society instead of a truth-driven society.

Our gullibility is that a lie offers us
what we want; and that wanting often
leads us to accept a lie. There are good
“wants” such as wanting a job or want-
ing to do the right thing. However, if
we are not armed with the truth, many
of our “wants” can lead us to believe a
lie. The consequences of being want-
driven will be more costly than s11o. It
can take us into much more dangerous
places.

Optimism is generally good, but if
we are positively optimistic about a lie,
that will ultimately lead us to become
cynics at best—or destroyed at worse.
We might be happy for awhile, but only
as we are failing to realize that we are
not actually on the road to happiness.
Ultimate happiness is in ultimate truth;
then we might be less gullible.

ONE-TO-ONE §



SELF-DECEPTION |

The deadliest lie is when we lie to
ourselves because we want to believe
something. “Want” overrides the
inner warning. David wanted
Bathsheba—his “want” overrode his
inner knowledge that his “want” was |
not God’s “want” for him. The cost
was horrific!

In Psalm 51, David confessed his
sin and said to the Lord, “You desire
truth in the inward parts, and in the
hidden part you will make me to
know wisdom.”

Jesus said, in John 18:37,
“Everyone who is of the truth hears
My voice.” Pilate answered back,
“What is truth?” The truth was stand-
ing right in front of him, but Pilate
chose a lie. He released Barabbas
who was a criminal and crucified
Jesus who is the Truth. When Pilate
washed his hands, he could not
cleanse the stain and consequence of
the lie; nor did it produce happiness.
Obviously Pilate was not “of the
truth.” The “want to please the peo-
ple” overrode even Pilate’s better
judgment.

The people of Noah’s day did not
want to believe that a flood could
come. Lot’s wife did not want to
believe the warning not to look back.
Pharaoh did not want to believe that
he could lose his first-born. Israel did
not want to believe the prophets, but
history tells us that they should have.
Wants, desires, and human appetites
make us gullible and lie to ourselves
when we are not armed with and
committed to the truth. William

follow and hunger and thirst. Truth

Shakespeare famously said, “To thine
own self be true.” The loss of truth is |
the underlying cause of the loss of
civility and morality. !

BUY THE TRUTH |

|
We read in Proverbs 23:23: “Buy

y the truth, and do not sell it.” The i
B -

| even to myself.

wisdom of this verse is much more

~ profound than its brevity suggests.
- Truth is costly, but not as costly as

ignoring it. Truth requires a pursuit, a
quest. To really know Jesus, we must |

calls us onward to ignore the scoffers

| and mockers and deny ourselves.

“Wants” must be crucified.

“Market-driven Christianity” tells
us that we can have it all—without a
cross. But to buy the truth we must
pay the price—whatever it costs.
That is apostolic faith. Truth is better
than life.

John 8:31-32 tell us the price of
truth: “Abide in My word, be My dis-
ciples, and you will know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free.”
Abiding in His Word is a clear refer-
ence to obedience, not mere knowl-
edge. We learn truth as we obey and
follow. He leads us to learn.
Disciples are “learners” of truth
and are made free from self and
circumstance.

My parents were lovers of truth.

In addition to leading me to Christ,
they gave me a Bible with special
markings in the book of Proverbs.
And I found it very difficult to lie to
them—though I often tried. By their
instruction and example, I have found
it even more difficult to lie to God or

“Buy the truth and do not sell it.”

- What will you take in exchange for

the truth? A better résumé? A beau- i
tiful woman or a handsome man? A
more convenient religion? Public

opinion? Once we sell the truth, we
have sold our future and our freedom. |

BUILD ON TRUTH

I am a believer in Intelligent

- Design. That is, I believe that there

are physical laws given by our Creator

- that produce order and allow us to

construct lasting results. Every build-
ing, every technology, and every suc-
cessful family and society depends on
a consistency of principles that pro-
duces stability. Order and progress
are built upon truth, and the belief
that there is truth beyond one’s own
personal preferences. The loss of that
concept has given us a low ranking
among the nations of the world’s
nations in math and science, and a
high ranking in crimes, divorce, and
child abuse.

There is a powerful declaration in
1 Timothy 3:15: the Church is the pil-
lar and the ground of truth. It holds
up and is the foundation for truth.
But what happens to “the Church”
when it forsakes the truth, decon-
structs the truth, and accommodates
the culture? It loses its purpose, its
impact, and place in the world. Now
we have Protestant denominations
which have embraced secular cultural
“values” and forsaken eternal virtues.
And the results? One example is that
we now have more Muslims in
America than Episcopalians.

' ARM YOURSELF WITH
TRUTH

We should be armed with the
truth. No, I'm not suggesting that
you buy a gun—although I own one.
I'm saying that we should heed

- Ephesians 6:10-18, and take on the

whole armor of God in order to stand
against the schemes of the devil. The
enemy will offer you a deadly lie. The
armor of God, which is spiritual and
not carnal, will defeat the enemy’s
purpose to destroy. Gird yourself

' with the truth, righteousness, the

gospel, faith, salvation, and the sword

THE DEADLIEST LIE
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Wmé;of God.

ting together and singing a
few choruses and verses from the over-
head screen may help, but that is not suf-
ficient. Nominal Christians get deceived
about as often as other people. We need
a recommitment to truth; a renewed
commitment to study, live, and deliver
the truth. Yes, we should speak it in
love, but “love” without truth only
enables deadly deception.

The truth may hurt, but it also heals.
It may cost, but it also pays. It may
offend, but in the end it reconciles. It
may be unpopular, but it never was
popular. I don’t want a doctor who is
afraid to offend me or a dentist who
refuses to cause momentary pain in
order to prevent a more serious pain.

It is time for our “spiritual doctors” to
begin to tell the truth. We may lose a
few patients, but I believe in the end
truth will be vindicated.

One doctor said to his patient, “You
have ergophobia.”

The patient replied, “What does it
mean? Give it to me straight; I can
take it.”

The doctor said, “Okay, there’s noth-
ing wrong with you except that you
are lazy.”

The patient asked,” Give me that
long word again; I have to tell my wife!”

The truth is simple, straight-forward,
withstands testing, and witnesses to
those who desire it. Lies are confusing,
appealing to basic instincts, and offer a
detour away from facing facts. “There is
a way that seems right to a man, but its
end is the way of death” (Proverbs 14:12).
Thank God, He has offered us the truth
in Jesus Christ. Now it’s our turn to
offer it to others. ¢

Charles Simpson is Editor-In-Chief of One-to-
One Magazine. He ministers extensively throughout the
United States and among the nations.

AUTUMN 2008

NEW FROM CSM PUBLISHING

HOW TO CONNECT WITH
THE LORD AND REACH
THE UNREACHED!

A3-CD SERIES BY

CHARLES SIMPSON

THE NEXT REVIVAL

A NEW 3-CD SERIES
BY CHARLES SIMPSON

CD1: CONNECTING - cD2: THE NEXT REVIVAL
CD3: REGAIN YOUR PROPHETIC PURPOSE

In this series, Charles Simpson issues a prophetic vision and call for the Church
to connect with the Lord and His harvest field. He takes a fresh look at Jesus and
Isaiah (focusing on Isaiah 58-61, as well as Luke 4) as Jesus declares His mission.
Just like Jesus, we need to receive the anointing of the Lord and the revelation
of His purpose in order to fulfill His call. As we look to Jesus, we can see more
clearly what God has saved us from, and what He has saved us for.
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(269) 385-5772 = Ron Vestrand, Pastor
WWW. agapecc.com

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP
P.0. Box 484, Williamston, Ml 48895

(517) 655-9131 Bill Michell, Pastor
- E-mail: gomichells@cs.com

Mississippi

COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

P.0. Box 107 - McComb, MS 39648

(601) 249-4854 = Michael T. McCarty,
Pastor « E-mail: mmccartysr@pobox.com

© GRACE TEMPLE
+ 1131 Richburg Rd. « Hattieshurg, MS
- 39402 - (601) 264-0593

Dwayne Higgason, Pastor
www.gracetemple.com

. NEW COVENANT CHURCH

. 200 W. Garrard Rd. - Starkville, MS
| 39759
: Bill Murphy, Pastor

» (662) 323-4555

* Missouri

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH

9018 Big Bend Blvd. « St. Louis, MO
63119 - (314) 963-1278

Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor

E-mail: pete@ctkchurch.net
www.ctkchurch.net

WASHINGTON BIBLE FELLOWSHIP

920 West 6th Street - Washington, MO
63090 - (636) 390-9106

Michael Ayers, Pastor

. www.washingtonfellowship.org

- Nebraska

: COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

| P.0. Box 34789 » Omaha, NE 68134

. (402) 498-9819 = Mark Woodruff, M.D.,
. Pastor, www.covenantfamilychurch.org

New Jersey

LONG BRANCH COVENANT CHURCH
P.0. Box 4158 Long Branch, NJ 07740
(732) 870-2028 Tony Moss, Pastor

. E-mail: Lbcovenant@comcast.net

New York

FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
117/125 Main St. - Farmingdale, NY, 11735
(516) 293-1838

John Quince, Pastor

. E-mail: jandj1960@juno.com
| www.forministry.com/11735fcc

North Carolina

BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH

P.0. Box 3178 - Shelby, NC 28151

(704) 481-0990 - Harry J. Gregory, Sr.,
Sr. Elder-Apostle
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COVENANT FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Road = Granite Falls, NC
28630 « (828) 396-7690 = Terry Neal,
Pastor « E-mail: cfs@conninc.com

Ohio

COVENANT FAMILY FELLOWSHIP

3948 Carson Salts Springs Rd. = Newton
Falls, OH 44444 - (330) 872-7060 « Dane
Price, Pastor « E-mail: pastordane@aol.com
www.covfam.org

NEW WINE COVENANT COMMUNITY
1215 Polaris Pkwy. Suite 214 Columbus,
OH 43240-2037 - (614) 785-9232
Michael Cook, Pastor

E-mail: mcook@Sowers.US

CIRCLEVILLE CHRISTIAN
6985 Tarlton Rd. « Circleville, OH 43113
(614) 474-7984 « Contact: Church Office

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

5550 Lancaster Newark Rd. N.E.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148 - (740) 862-
6443 Dennis Coll, Pastor

E-mail: covenantchristian@earthlink.net
www.covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY

925 W. Hopocan Ave. « Barberton, OH
44203 » (330) 825-9603 + John Akins
and Joe Schoblocher, Pastors

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES

925 W. Hopocan Ave. = Barberton, OH
44203 » (330) 706-0952 = John Akins,
President

Oklahoma

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

3106 N. Utah = Oklahoma City, OK 73112
(405) 943-5939 - Dwight Cunkle, Pastor
www.covenantlifechurch.com

Tennessee

ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH

1000 Woodridge Place » Mt. Juliet, TN
37122 - (615) 754-7035 » Larry Grainger,
Pastor » www.alcmtjuliet.com

COVENANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP

7510 Sleepy Hollow Rd. = Fairview, TN
37062 - (615) 799-2184

Ron Embry, Pastor

Texas

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

17000 Longenbaugh Dr. = Houston, TX
77095 « (281) 463-6600

Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor

E-mail: ccc@christ-covenant-church.org
www.christ-covenant-church.org

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO

6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., #505
Houston, TX 77041 » (281) 859-0191
Manuel Montez, Pastor

CROSSROADS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
P.0. Box 3652 » Midland, TX 79702
(915) 682-2190 » Cecil Robinson, Pastor

FOUNDATION MINISTRIES
P.0. Box 291130 = Kerrville, TX 78029
(817) 444-6475 « Rene Brown, Director

COLLEYVILLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
3508 Glade Rd. + Colleyville, TX 76034
(817) 354-5757 = Carter Foster, Pastor
E-mail: carterfoster@pastor.com
www.ccfdfw.com
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| EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES

5411 McPherson Rd., #84-102
Laredo, TX 78041 « (715) 635-7824
Terry Everroad, President

E-mail: terry@everroad.com

Virginia

HARVEST CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

5 Serene Ct, - Stafford, VA 22556
571) 334 8951 = Matt McNally, Pastor
E-mail: matt@provisiondent.com

HARVEST INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES
5 Serene Ct, - Stafford, VA 22556

- (540) 286-1560 « Jim and Sean McNally,
- Pastors » E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com

. YADA INTERNATIONAL

i c/o Bradley Stuart

: 5 Serene Ct. » Stafford, VA 22556
. E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com

| www.yadainternational.com

i HERITAGE HARVEST FELLOWSHIP

. 37825 Hyatt Lane « Purcellville, VA
;20132 (540) 668-6043

| Gary Bergel, Pastor/Director

i E-mail: BergelFam@aol.com

| OAKBROOK CHURCH

i 1700 Reston Pkwy « Reston, VA, 20194
. (703) 437-4900 + John Moyle, Pastor

. E-Mail: dan@oakbrookchurch.org

| www.oakbrookchurch.org

- GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH

. 8910 E. Pocahontas Trail

| Willamsburg, VA 23187 « (757) 565-0801
: Thomas McCormick, Pastor

. E-mail: patmc@tni.net

* VINE COVENANT MINISTRIES
. 420 Hudgins Rd.

Fredericksburg, VA 22408

(540) 548-8456

James E. Matthias, Pastor
E-mail: mhammond21@juno.com

: Washington

CALVARY COMMUNITY CHURCH

| 2717 NE 3rd Ave - Camas, WA 98607
(360) 834-7522 - Scott Jones, Pastor

. Wisconsin

- NEW WINE

- N5665 Shady Oaks Lane « Spooner, Wi
. 54801 (715) 939-0203 Bob Otto, Pastor

For more information on
your church or ministry
can participate in CSM’s

CONTRIBUTING
MINISTRIES
PROGRAM

Contact:
P.0. Box 850067
Mobile, AL 36685-0067
Toll-free: (888) 811-2CSM

www.csmpublishing.org

Itineraries

RONALD GRAY,
Director of Missions
Growth for CSM's
International Outreach
Ministries, is “on the
road,” encouraging Christians and
churches. Ronald also leads short-term
mission trips to assist 10M missionaries.

For Ronald Gray’s Ministry
Itinerary and for more
information, visit:
ronaldgrayministries.org
or call: (251) 621-0983

JIM NEWSOM is a
dynamic speaker with
an amazing life story.
Heis the Executive
Director of Outward
Focused and ministers to prisoners
and their families.

For Jim Newsom's Ministry
Itinerary and for more
information, visit:
outwardfocused.org
or call: (502) 426-0685

THE COMPLETE 1ST SEASON!
3 CDs (10 Sessions )

“plus §4.50 shipping and

CHARLES

SIMPSON
MINISTRY
ITINERARY

OCTOBER 31-NOVEMBER 2
BETTENDOREF, 1A
River of Life Church
Jim Tully » 563.332.5585

NOVEMBER 7-9 = HOUSTON, TX
Christ Covenant Church
Dennis Jamison - 281.463.6600

NOVEMBER 20-23 « LONG BRANCH, NJ
Long Branch Covenant Church
Tony Moss » 732.870.2028

DECEMBER 5-7 = MISSION VIEJO, CA
Saddleback Covenant Church
Kevin Davenport » 949.770.0291

DECEMBER 14 » MOBILE, AL
Covenant Church of Mobile
Stephen Simpson + 251.639.9020

2009
APRIL 21-24 « GATLINBURG, TN
CSM Annual Leadership Conference
Betty Duke « 251.633.7900

For Charles’ complete itinerary
and for more information:
visit csmpublishing.org
or call 251.625.2963

ONE-TO-ONE 9



FAMILYGRAM

WE LIVE IN A GENERATION WHO INCREASINGLY
do not know their fathers, nor the God of their forefathers. The
defining characteristic of the emerging generation here in
America is fatherlessness. I've heard my own Dad teach on
godly fatherhood, and heard him warn that “Father failure
affects us all.”

Recently, Dad was ministering to a group of men, and
shared about how both Hitler and Stalin were shaped by the
lack of a good father in their lives. Because of their policies—
and the wars that resulted from them—it is estimated that 80
million people worldwide died. Dad studied the lives of 14 of
the most notorious and destructive characters of the past 150
years, including Marx, Freud, and Nietzsche, and discov-

10 oNE-TO-ONE

TO RESPOND TO
iE GREATEST CRISIS
OUR GENERATION

‘by Stephen Simpson’

The ﬂ'eﬂm}fzg
Charatteristiy of the

“EGing generation
e Ameries je

fé'fhgr/é’é’.s’nggg

ered that none of them had a good relationship with their
fathers.

Let me hasten to note here that if you did not have a good
relationship with your father, that doesn’t mean you are a bad
person or that you are cursed to do bad things. It does mean

| that you have had to overcome significant hurdles in your own

path to manhood or womanhood. And it's very difficult to dis-
cover how to be a good father or a good mother if you have not
known what it means to be a son or daughter. Difficult... but,
thank God, not impossible.

That is why spiritual fatherhood and godly mentoring for the
next generation are so important in times like these. For anyone
who has not known what it means to be fathered in your own
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natural home, God has made
provision through spiritual
fathers. (I am focusing here on
natural and spiritual fathers
because there is a profound
shortage of both in homes and
in churches today.)

THE FATHER
CALLS FATHERS

Fathers are called to initiate,
nurture, encourage, train, dis-
cipline, protect ... to pro-
foundly shape their children
by demonstrating and speak-
ing the truth in love. Fathers,
naturally and spiritually, are
called to give identity, security,
direction, and focus to their
children. Young men need
fathers to show them how to
be a good man, a good hus-
band, a good father, a good
brother. Young women need
fathers to show them what a
good man looks like, so that
she might learn to discern the
difference between a shep-
herd and a seducer.

Natural fathers ought to be
the first of many models of
godly man- -
hood to their
children.
Fathers—both
natural and
spiritual—can
be a link between the wis-
dom of the past and the
opportunities of the future.

We should also say that
fathers are called to war
against the militant anti-family
forces that are running amok
in society and even in some
segments of what is called
“Christianity.” This battle
must be fought in the Spirit,
with spiritual weapons; and,
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| fatherless children in our

with godly wisdom, knowl- |
edge, and action. The enemy |
of our our families is relentless,
ruthless, and cunning. This
enemy will not be pacified and
he cannot be ignored, but he
can be defeated by the anoint-
ing of the Holy Spirit filling |
godly men who are willing to
take personal responsibility to
reach their own homes and

communities.

The enemy’s toll in the past
two generations has been
| heartbreakingly high. Teen
pregnancy, abortion, suicide,
drug addiction, gang warfare,
sexually transmitted diseases,

abuse, and abandonment have
beset our children. Today,
atheism, cynicism, depression,

| despair loom large in young

lives. Among all too many
teens, life seems cheap and
pointless; heritage is deval-
ued and disdained; senior
citizens are disrespected and
disregarded.

The faith of the Christian
student in secular colleges
lasts, on average, through the
first semester. Many colleges
and universities see it as part
of their mission to challenge,

| undermine, or even attack
| the teaching that students
have received from parents, ‘

churches, youth groups, and

previous schools. To the stu-
dents who are unprepared or
improperly grounded in faith,

| this undermining effort—cou-

pled with the other pressures
that college life offers with sex,
alcohol, drugs, and other
lifestyle issues—can have a
devastating and lasting effect
on their souls. According to
some surveys, the percentage
today of the American popula-

| tion that identifies itself as

Evangelical Christian is 369;
but that plunges to 49 within
a generation if trends do not
change. The ramifications of
that projection are startling.
My point would be this: it

To reverse the tide,

it is urgent for every
father to take initiative
to reach out personally—it
starts in our own families.

need not be so! In order to
reverse this tide, it is urgent for
every godly father to renew
their commitment to God that
they are going to take personal
initiative to reach out person-
ally: it starts, of course, with
our own families, but we must
extend this concern to the
friends of our children and
their families, as well as to the
youth of our churches and
communities.

A LOST
AENERATION

The inter-generational con-
nection must be made strong
and it must be made now. If

we fail in this hour, in this
generation, then it may be said
of us what was said of a lost
generation in Israel:

“...another generation arose
after them who did not
know the LORD nor the
work which He had done
for Israel. Then the chil-
dren of Israel did evil in the
sight of the LORD, and
served the
Baals; and
they forsook
the LORD
God of their
fathers.... And
the anger of the LORD was
hot against Israel. So He
delivered them into the
hands of plunderers who
despoiled them; and He
sold them into the hands of
their enemies all around, so
that they could no longer
stand before their enemies”
(Judges 2:10-12; 14).

When we read the history
of ancient Israel, particularly
in Judges and Chronicles, we
see a repeated pattern of the
people forgetting the ways of
the Lord; God giving them
over to their own destructive
desires; wicked kings arising;

| wicked behavior and idolatry

ensuing; failure and suffering
coming as a result; desperation
and sorrow leading to repen-
tance; God mercifully restores

| them; that generation dies off

and a new generation rises up
that does not know the God of
their fathers, nor do they walk

in His ways. This pattern has
' continued too often through-

out history since as well. If
continued on page 15
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How to “get it right” like Daniel and Nehemiah by Jonathan Simpson
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ISTORY REVEALS WHICH PERSPECTIVES
were accurate—and which were not. Was it
Neville Chamberlain or Winston Churchill? The flat-earth

thinkers or Christopher Columbus? However, the ones
who we remember—the ones who “got it right”—didn’t
have the luxury of knowing the outcome when tough
choices had to be made. They led with a perspective yet
to be proven in the midst of high stakes.

Perspectives are like contact lenses
we put on each morning before work.
They are our angle of vision; our per-
ception of reality and what to do
about it. They shape our attitude,
actions, and priorities. Our perspec-
tives are critical in our decision-mak-
ing process and are largely shaped by
our beliefs and experience. All too
often, we become so comfortable with
them that we forget they are there.

Perspectives can get us fired or pro-
moted. They can influence other per-
spectives, be influenced, or go it alone.
Because life and death for individuals
and businesses are often determined
by their perspective, it is important to
ask the questions “Am | seeing this cor-
rectly? Is there a bigger picture? Am |
asking the right questions? What is the
foundation for my perspective?”

Remember the Coca-Cola “New
Coke” crisis in the mid-1980s that lit-
erally had America rioting in the
streets? New Coke was of course one
of the most
notable market-
ing blunders in
all of history. It
would be a mis-
take, however, to
think that there
was not a lot of strategy and
research that went into the Coca-Cola
Company’s decision to introduce the
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new formula. Coca-Cola had per-
formed thousands of blind taste tests
showing New Coke as the overwhelm-
ing favorite to the original. It wasn’t
until after the roll out of New Coke
and the subsequent public outcry that
Coca-Cola realized an important per-
spective was neglected. They failed to
ask consumers: “How would you feel if
we changed Coke?” But, at least, New
Coke is still a hit in Micronesia.

By 1911, Morton Salt Company was
confronted with a serious challenge.
With a growing number of competitors,
why would consumers choose their

product over another?
Their product, salt, was a *
commodity. Salt is salt. What could
they do to compete? Competing by price
lowering would be a race to the bottom.
Morton Salt broadened their per-
spective. They found a new angle for
beating the competition with a salt
that flowed freely, even in humid
weather. By adding in an anti-caking
agent, and repackaging the salt into
the familiar cylindrical canister you
know today with an easy pour spout,
they were ready for their new logo

and tagline: “when it rains, it pours.”
Their perspective for distinguishing
themselves without lowering their
price proved right. Today, nearly 100
years later, Morton Salt continues its
market domination at a premium price.

Daniel and Nehemiah are two
heroes of the Old Testament who
never met, but were allied like book-
ends through the history of Jewish
captivity by Babylon and subsequent
freedom by Persia. These two men
allowed themselves to be God’s instru-
ments during historical turning points
for the Jews. With God’s help,
Nehemiah and Daniel were right when
it counted most. The order of events
in the lives of Daniel and Nehemiah
almost seem reversed from one
another. Daniel was forced out of his
homeland, Israel, into captivity and
into the service of the king. Nehemiah
was allowed to leave his king’s service
in order to go to Israel, his rightful
homeland, and lead its rebuilding.

Each day, we are confronted with
decisions in our work; some are, of
course, more critical than others.
Then, there comes the decisions and
challenges that are turning points.
Like Daniel and Nehemiah, we too can
get it right by God’s grace and a proper
perspective. Using Daniel and
Nehemiah to coach us on perspective,
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supporting businesses

R.W. Beckett Corporation
John D. Beckett, Chairman
P.0. Box 1289 - Elyria, OH 44036
(440)353-6203 » www.beckettcorp.com

Contractors of Today, Inc.
Gary Soutullo, Owner
P.0. Box 850941 + Mobile, AL 36685
(251)639-1578

Cornerstone Furniture Inc.

Quentin S. Mulder, Owner
915 Grand Rapids St. = Middleville, M1 49333
(269)795-3259 = cornerstonefurniture.com

VRS Associates, Inc.
Marketing Communications
Vivian Ruth Sawyer, Owner

615 Breckinridge Lane, Ste. 100

Louisville, KY 40207

(502)899-7613 = email: vrsinc@aol.com

Axia Merchant Services
Randal Clark, CEO/President
Erik Krueger, Chairman
535 Chapala St.

Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(877)875-6114 « axia-eft.com
e-mail: rclark@axia-eft.com
e-mail: ekrueger@axia-eft.com

MacLeish Building, Inc.
Dan & Joyce MacLeish &
Dan MacLeish Jr., Owners
650 E. Big Beaver #F
Troy, M1 48083-1432
(248)524-3244

The Discovery Thrift Store
Gary Browning, President/Director
9908 County Rd. 64 - Daphne, AL 36526
(251)621-0682

Residence Artists, Inc.

Keith Landies, President

220 Fifth Avenue - Chardon, OH 44024
(440) 946.8824 (Cleveland)

440.286.8822 (Chardon)

440.286.8218 (Fax)
e-mail: info@residenceartists.com
Web: www.residenceartists,com

Would you like your business listed in
Marketplace Exchange? Contact Jonathan
Simpson at: (251)633-7900, or via e-mail at:
jonathan.simpson@csmpublishing.org
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here are some fundamental perspec-
tive-builders their stories offer:

1. A Settled Foundation of Absolutes

The Scripture says: “But Daniel
resolved not to defile himself with
the royal food and wine” (Daniel 1:8,
emphasis added). After he was cap-
tured, Daniel did not abandon his
beliefs and adopt those of Babylon.
When we are settled and obedient to
foundational issues for our lives, our
perspectives are less subject to the
constant change around us. Moreover,
abiding in foundational absolutes
helps us recognize and overrule emo-
tion that would otherwise lead us to
lower standards.

Nehemiah, being the cupbearer to
the king, could have told his brother
he would send someone else to help
rebuild because he was too impor-
tant to leave. Instead, Nehemiah left
a comfortable job to do what he
knew was right. He knew where his
priorities lay. Seasons of change are
never the time to abandon principles.

2) Our Perspective is Limited

When we begin to think that our
perspective is all inclusive, we've lost
perspective on God. Like us, Daniel
and Nehemiah had a limited perspec-
tive. First Corinthians 13:9 says: “We
only know in part.” As their stories
open, neither Daniel nor Nehemiah
could have known what was waiting
for them. When their turning points
came, they did not jump to conclusions
regarding their course of action. They
sought the Lord, and consequently,
their perspectives were enlarged. For
Daniel, God gave him revelation to
interpret the king's dream. For
Nehemiah, God opened the door to
go to Israel with resources.

3) Trust, Not Fear

Fear is unhealthy and paralyzing,
and not from the Lord. (We are not
talking here about the fear of the
Lord, which is actually best under-
stood to mean “awe” or “rever-
ence.”) Nehemiah and Daniel were
not motivated out of fear. Had they

been, there would be two less books
in the Bible. Daniel would not have
influenced kings. God’s power and
presence would not have been
demonstrated in the lion’s den or the
fiery furnace. Nehemiah would have
never gotten the wall built had fear from
the enemy invaded his perspective.

When we trust God’s plan and keep
the mission in front of us, we can
leave our comfort zones and go for-
ward. We can embrace change and
challenges head on, recognizing that
therein lies opportunity from God.

Daniel 6:23 says: “Then the king
was very pleased and gave orders for
Daniel to be taken up out of the den.
So Daniel was taken up out of the den
and no injury whatever was found on
him, because he had trusted in his
God” (emphasis added).

Proverbs 29:25 says: “Fear of man
will prove to be a snare, but whoever
trusts in the LORD is kept safe”
(emphasis added).

4) It’s Not About Me

When Nehemiah led in the rebuild-
ing of the wall, he was able to take a
group of men and women who had
been there before he arrived—who
seemingly could not get the job done—
and he made them productive. He
knew how to organize a team. He was
helping others find their place. Again,
when his people were exacting heavy
interest rate loans against one another,
Nehemiah intervened to cause them to
remember their mission.

Keep this in mind: Nehemiah was not
a superhero who could fly with a big
“N" on his chest. Daniel is not a cute
feel-good fairy tale. They were men who
built and kept a proper perspective by
God's grace. May the Lord bless you in
your endeavors at work—your mission. €&

Jonathan Simpson is Director of the Construction
Services Team for Apex Ill, a construction firm
based in Mobile, AL. He also coordinates
Marketplace Exchange for CSM and provides
management assistance for the Hidden Treasures
Costa Rica ministry.
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Continued From Page 11
something doesn’t change in
America in this generation,
then the same will be said of
us also.

Our founders and great
leaders of earlier generations
would not recognize the inco-
herent, self-centered, and shal-
low ethos of much of America
today. What passes for wis-
dom in high places such as the
Supreme Court or various
Circuit Courts would rightly
be decried as foolishness by
heroes of the past. And many
of the decisions being made by
these courts will be cursed by
future generations, if any
generations survive.

SAVE THE
MALES

Boys are falling further and
further behind in school,
young men are fleeing the
Church, and husbands and
fathers are fleeing their fami-
lies and responsibilities. We
will not discover what it truly
means to be men from any
other source apart from the
One Who created and called |
us to be men.

Too many men have been
shaped by Hugh Hefner’s
“Playboy Philosophy” and
too few by the Sermon on the
Mount. God told Job, “Gird
up your loins and act like a
man!” It’s time for us to buck
up and take responsibility.
Wrong models of manhood
will doom the next generation
to destruction; we are not

called to be feminized, i
spine-challenged wafflers; |
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| prophet, priest, and king in

self-centered and vain metro-
sexual himbos; macho sex- |
stalking lust slaves; violent
hot-heads; willfully obtuse
rednecks; flesh-focused
Nimrods; apathetic and pas-
sive slumber mongers; hippy

dippy purveyors of sloppy
agape; grumpy old hope ;

How is that working out?
Do you ever pray with your
family? Do you ever share
the Word together? Do you
talk about the Lord together?
What kind of example do you
set at home? How is your
own walk with the Lord?

Maybe it’s going great—if

crushers; or ' so, maybe

anger-driven you can be an

rebels without a 4 encourage-

cause or a clue. %e ment and
The destiny . R strength to

of the man of .—-""" Vol . A\ another

God is so much g brother. Or,

higher and - = maybe things

greater than the

models we cur-

rently see paraded in the
media, in education, in enter-
tainment, or even in many
churches and homes. And the
fulfillment of this destiny is
not for the glory of man; it is
for the glory of God and the
salvation of this generation.

Dads, your faith and your
family are not the responsibil-
ity of the Church or the state.
Now, don't get me wrong —
it’s important for you and
your family to be a part of a
spiritual family and, there’s a
place for you to function
within the larger culture with
its benefits and responsibili-
ties. But, God gave your wife
and your children to you.

Did you know that you are
called to be the spiritual
leader of your home? You
may have a church pastor, but
God has called you, Dad, to
be the pastor in your home.
You are to be, under God, a

your house. |

| Malachi prophesied

that the Messiah would
“...turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children,
and the children to their
fathers...”

| have been a little tough

around the house lately.
Maybe the struggles you are
having with your wife and
kids are because you need to
get right with God yourself.
Maybe you'e having a hard
time getting them to be
accountable to you because

you are not being accountable |

to the Lord or to spiritual

| authority.

TURNIN& THE
HEARTS

Wherever we are today as

| men, we can have hope for

renewed strength, restoration,
and purpose from the Lord.

| When the enemy comes

against your family, you have

authority from the Lord Jesus
Christ to stand in His power
and rebuke the destroyer. You
can receive the promise of
God which says: “T will con-
tend with him who contends
with you, and I will save your
children” (Isaiah 49:25).

My friend Keith Currie,
the founder and principal of
Covenant Christian School,
says that too many boys are
trying to learn how to be men
from other boys; and there-
fore, when they grow up to be
men, they are still acting like
boys. We need to encourage
strong inter-generational
connections for the sake of all
generations.

Malachi prophesied that
the Messiah would “...turn
the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the hearts of the
children to their fathers, lest I
come and strike the earth
with a curse” (Malachi 4:6).
If Jesus had not come, then
the last word in the Bible
would have been “curse”,
But, joy to the world, the
Lord has come! Who came
to reveal the Heavenly Father
and taught us to pray, “Our
Father,” has also anointed the
hearts of fathers and children
to bring restoration in rela-
tionship and revelation of
purpose. @

Stephen Simpson is the Editor of

One-to-One and Senior Pastor of
Covenant Church of Mobile.
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