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Some people only look at the way
things are—some see where things
will be By Stephen Simpson

ONE OF THE GREAT COMPOSERS
of the Twentieth Century,
George Gershwin, composed
these lyrics to accompany a
slow, bluesy, atmospheric
jazz masterpiece:
“Summertime and the livin' is
easy, fish are jumpin’, and
the cotton is high.”

Well, George Gershwin
never lived in Mobile,
Alabama. In summertime, the
living is many things, but

¢ the 1920s, with little more
than a machete and a will to
 help the family survive.

- That was, of course, in the
' days before air-conditioning.
Actually, when my dad was a
small boy in Louisiana, his
family lived in a small trailer
that had no electricity or run-

- The people in the community

- collected rainwater in cisterns.
~ One lone shell road led into
“easy” is not always one of  the remote area, located 50
them. The temperature is jump- = miles southwest of New

ing and the humidity is high. .~ Orleans.

For the record, itistrue ~ I've heard my Dad say that
that the fish are jumping, the : his days growing up had more
water is pretty, the beaches
are gorgeous, and the tourists |
are very happy. As longtime .
Mobilian Jimmy Buffett once
sang, “The weather is here, |

While that part of Louisiana
. was not necessarily typical of

“Changes are happening even faster and
faster, and we need to be ready for what
is ahead of us.”

wish you were beautiful.”

I've never picked cotton,
yet. My dad did, though, and
it didn't sound too easy, to
hear him tell it. Life in the
South in the 19305 and 1940s
wasn't exactly a picnic. And
Dad’s mom chopped sugar
cane when she was a young-
ster in south Louisiana back in

the technology and lifestyle of
' most Americans 70 years ago,
it is a reminder to us of just

| how much some things have

- changed in the intervening

' decades.

~ And the changes are much

And while | do give thanks
* every day for air conditioning,
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ning water or indoor plumbing.

-~ in common with the Bible days |
' than they did with life today as |
we know it in America in 2007. |
 skated to where the puck

- was—he skated to where the
puck was going to be,

" more than technological ones.
.~ believing in Him, but believing
¢ Him enough to act on His will.

. symmertimeand the livinis easy
g 3 ey W IFTHY A W

I would not say that all the
changes that have happened
in our society have been

good ones.

My purpose here is not to
be nostalgic or to lament the
passing of “the good old
days,” but to remind us that
changes are happening even
faster and faster, and we need
to be ready for what is ahead
of us. Wayne Gretzky, one of
the greatest hockey players in

How can we anticipate what
will happen next? It strikes
me that we get to that place
by “looking unto Jesus, the
Author and Finisher of our
faith.” We must be prophetic.

- But being prophetic is not

- merely speaking in a loud or

¢ trembly voice in riddles or

- attempting to “read” people.
Prophetic is a lifestyle. It is
walking daily with the Lord, in

hearing His voice—not only

Don’t miss it!
- “WHAT NOW”

BY STEPHEN SIMPSON
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. It is a tangible and practical

- demonstration of His life in

- our lives, which draws others
 towards salvation.

This issue of One-to-One is
dedicated to all of those who
seek after the One who ran
the race, won the prize, and is
even now praying for you.€E»

Stephen Simpson is the Editor of

| One-to-0One and Pastoral Team Leader
: ; - of Covenant Church of Mobile. He is
history, said that the key to his
success was that other p'avers For more information, contact Betty
. Duke: bettydukecsm@aol.com or call

© (251) 633-7900.

also available for ministry in your city.

CD Now Available
From CSM Publishing

i (888) 811-2CSM or CSMPUBLISHING.ORG
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How to apply the truth of God’s Word so
that HIS POWER can be released in and

m through your life

() DOES YOUR LIFE REALLY WORK? wnnﬁa IF YOUR FAITH-HAS LEARNING ABOUT JESUS -

Py CHRIST MADE YOU A MORE’PRACTICAL A

BETWEEN YOUR FAITH AND YOUR ESULTS';" OF

Y A=

?‘ \ Ay
eal’s book, Decisions by the Book, states that
the BiMwig the.ultimate source of wisdom for making all of our
decisions in My He contends that the Bible is not only apiri-
tual book hut a practical book. There is really no disconne
between spirituality and practicality. T’ai believer showtd
he effective and that effe€t will cause the’ YAand to glorify our
Lord (see Matthew 5;16). e

Our great challenge is to.demonstrate to the werld that faith
in Jesus Christ works, aid that will- make telling the Gospel
much easier. There are multitudes whose lives don’t work, and
they are our mission field. But if our lives do not work, they
will say, “Physman, healmmelf

One reason fharmany Christians’ lives do not work is

Joh

because they see their faith as simply a means to get to heaven,

not a means to bring heaven to earth. Others see faith as a
means to get what they want, not a means to become who the
Lord wants them to be.

P san i umenaccan. £

The message of the Bible is that transgressing the com-

AS YOUR FAITH MADE YOU MORE EFFECTIVE’

mands of God doesn't work—it  tears down what we have huilt
up:*We call that “sin.” Of course, the seculary strouble
using the word sin, but whatever name, violating creata{og? !
principles is destructive and that is not practical. '
The Ten Commandments could be summed up this.way:
love and honor God, family, and neighbor. The com
not arbitrary impositions by a mean arbitrary Al _
are His counsel to us born out of His desire that our lives should
work for us. He loves us—we are His children. But as children
often do, often we have to discover for ourselves that His ways
are better than ours; our ways lead to destruction. Ignoring or
violating His instruction leads to failure. Though it may take
awmle for that to be apparent, in the end it does reveal itself.
For example, take the socialist Soviet Union. It was founded
on Marx’s theories of atheistic materialism. It was to some an
exciting alternative to Christian faith. The Soviets violated God,
family, and neighbor. Thei ssophy grew rapidly, primarily
by force, and also amonga ics who were Utopian ideal-
ists, and laborers who wanted more of the wealth. In the end,
that philosophy had n'ﬁ ‘oyed untold millions of lives. Was it
practical? Absolutely not.




 EEsresssmmmp

Winston Churchill said, “The problem with capitalism

-~ is unequal distribution of wealth. The problem with

 socialism is the equal distribution of misery.”

~ Misery not only comes to nations who choose a bad
path but to individuals who do so as well. Adam lost par-

~ adise and let loose consequences upon all generations.

- We all know of pastors, executives, professionals, crafts-

- men or athletes whose violations of Divine counsel cost

~ them dearly. Their choices were not practical.

' Unfortunately, we all make impractical choices.

 When life doesn’t work, it is easy to become frustrated

- and angry. Proverbs tell us that anger is a wind that

~ blows out the light of reason. We fly off the handle—then

~ make a bad landing. We get angry at the results of a bad

' situation, which sometimes exists due to our own bad

' decisions. We violated some creation principle and didn’t

' like the consequence. We may even become bitter and

' angry at God.

- Life regularly presents us with real challenges that

- require real answers in order to get real good results. We

~ cannot afford to ignore these challenges. They only grow

- worse. When Stanley Baldwin was Prime Minister of

" England in the 1930s, his government ignored Hitler who

~ was gobbling up Eastern Europe. Churchill said of

- Baldwin that he was, “decided to be undecided and

' resolved to be irresolute.” Indecision only delays the

 inevitable.

~ The Bible brings truth to bear on our dysfunctionality.
The truth can be painful because it calls for change.
Harry Truman, President of the United States was nick-
named, “Give ‘em Hell Harry.” He responded, “I didn’t
give ‘em hell. I only gave them the truth and they thought
it was hell.” The truth is not our enemy; it is our best
friend and hope. The truth offers to us and to the world
amazing possibilities. The practical thing is to learn the
truth and apply it to our lives.

Jesus said, "I am the Truth.” Many of His contempo-
raries rejected Him and the truth; it cost them greatly.

\ Following Jesus sets us free
from illusions and our own
ways that lead to destruc-
tion. Believing Him and
what He did for us on the
Cross sets us free from the
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guilt of former failure. Because He is eternal, believing
Him gives us eternal life. Following Him put us in tune
with creation law—the way things work. Because He is
the Creator and Owner of our wealth, following His path
makes us good productive stewards and allows us to
enjoy abundance.

When we learn how to use resources, we become
effective in causing them to grow. When we learn how
to sow, we will reap. If we eat all our seed, we will fall
into poverty and debt. This is “consumerism,” not stew-
ardship, and it is impractical.

Jesus’ teaching prevents problems and His mercy
helps us to solve existing ones. His love carries us
through problems and His grace forgives the problems
that we have created. When we hear and obey His
Word, it brings:

]
J

it

'
I

@ Hedlth to our flesh (see Proverbs 4:22; Isaiah 58:110)

Light to our path (see Psalm 119:105)
)
¥4 Armor in the day of battle (see Ephesians 6:14-17)

1

It is wisdom and discretion for the naive, comfort for
the afflicted, and strength for the weak (see 2

!
*.
.(';:

Corinthians 12:9-10). These possibilities are all practical; ' cian who is a nutritionist. He tells me how my body

- works and how I can serve its needs with a proper diet.
I believe him and tell him so.

we ignore them at our peril.

Hebrews 13:7 reminds us to follow leaders based on
their outcome—the result of their conduct. This princi-
ple is consistent with other Scriptures that tell us to pro-
mote proven leaders, not merely idealistic ones. Since
following them will take us to where they are, we should
look carefully at where they are. This is a practical way
to choose leaders. It also applies to any theory.

Had nations practiced this principle they could have

avoided following Marx, whose life was full of bitterness
- means practice. Doctrine is what we do, our way of life.
- Sound theology should produce sound doctrine. In

- Jesus' life, we see that what He believed is what He did.
- That approach will determine our own outcome.

and rejection, or Hitler whose life was equally disturbed,
or following Freud or Nietzsche. None of them was a
pattern to follow.

The principle of outcomes goes much further—it
goes to religion as well. What is the practical result of a
particular faith? What is the practical, moral, and the
economic affect of Islam, Buddhism, Taoism, or
Christianity? What is the practical result of a particular
brand of Christianity? What is the practical result of
your brand?

Is it possible to believe good theology yet get a bad
result? To many Christians and others, the word

cause of poverty. Iagree. The economic outcome of an
idea is a real measure of its worth—not the only meas-
ure, but a significant one. If I told you, “Believe this and
it will make you poor and therefore susceptible to disease

- and other problems,” you would certainly decline. On

the other hand, if I said, “Believe this and you will be
blessed with peace, joy, and you will prosper,” you
would be interested. Your next question would be, “Are
you being blessed and prospering?” That is a fair ques-
tion and the world will ask it of us.

False faith or faith in a false idea, whatever the idea is,
will fail in the end. It will fail to make our life function
properly; fail to build a righteous, peaceful, joyful, and
prosperous culture and it will fail to glorify God. So
before we follow an idea or theology we should examine

it carefully.

—BAND GUTCOme

“believe” is a mere academic consent. It is “confessional

faith” without obedience.

Example: I now have regular sessions with a physi-

“I confess it.” I even
“praise” him to others.

However, when I leave his office, if I go and eat

 improperly, I get a bad outcome. Or, I could become
legalistic in attitude, imposing what I have learned on

.~ others, while excusing myself. Or, I could say, “T know
- my physician loves me anyway—unconditionally.”

- Maybe he does; but I would still get a bad outcome, not
 because he judged me, but because I did not apply my

- knowledge practically.

The word “doctrine” does not mean theology, it

The Bible was written by many different people over

many centuries. In most cases, it reveals the lives of the
- authors. The life of the central character, Jesus of

Paul Zane Pilzer said that bad theology is the greatest | Nazareth, is highly documented. The Bible is not one

(€L EELLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLE
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man’s philosophy or example; it covers most of human history, in col-
lecting the inspired wisdom of generations. The same cannot be said
of Marx’s Das Capital, or The Sayings of Mao, or Mohammad’s
Koran.

Another reason that I base my own faith on the Bible is that it has
produced outstanding cultures wherever it was practiced—in the Israel
of old, around the Mediterranean, and in Europe. Those were not
flawless cultures, since people themselves are not flawless. Even their
failures have guided us to develop better lives for ourselves.

Having said that, I am deeply concerned about our current Western
Culture. The Bible, once foundation for our laws, has come under
serious attack from academia, media, and entertainment. Bible-based
faith is portrayed as intolerant and bigoted. The truth is that a Bible-
based culture gave us the freedom to choose and even criticize. Now,
attacks on the biblical positions of faith and family are “chic.”

It is my confidence that practicality, not hostility, will win out. The
Soviet Union imploded, not
because we hated communism,
but because our nation stood
strong on its principles and
tyrannical communism fell
apart.

Impractical idealism or
false theologies must be man-
aged by tyranny. Tyranny con-
trols what it cannot improve.
What does not improve and
develop practically will even-
tually implode—after it has cost many lives. Sadam Hussein got 999
of the “vote™ in his last election. But when he was removed, the real
condition emerged. Iraq was dysfunctional and had to be ruled by
tyranny. Democracy does not work if the prevailing philosophy is
erroneous.

True Bible-based faith deals with our real condition. When the
population applies practical truth to life, tyranny and most laws
become unnecessary. The result is healthy people creating a healthy
culture. The economic outcome is apparent.

Our primary task is not to criticize other faiths; it is to live our own
faith with strong commitment. We may be called upon to defend our-
selves against those who hate us and our values. Indeed we will be.
But unless we demonstrate the practical outworking of our faith in our
vocations, families, neighborhoods and to the needy, ours will be a
hollow defense. Neither self-righteousness, pride, or bitterness will be
our salvation, but humility, faith, and obedience will be.
In the end, results win. @

Charles Sim PSON is Editor-In-Chief of One-to-One Magazine. He ministers extensively
throughout the United States and among the nations.
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Canada

KINGSTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
P.0. Box 26015, 732 Milford Dr., Kingston,
Ontario K7M 4Y0 » (613) 384-1034 «
David Thompson, Pastor

E-mail: thomp@kingston.net

Alabama

COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt Rd. Mobile, AL 36695,
(251) 639-9020 = Stephen Simpson,
Pastoral Team Leader
katherine@covenantchurch.cc

California

SADDLEBACK COVENANT CHURCH

23401 Madero, Ste. A « Mission Viejo, CA
92691 « (949) 770-0291

Kevin Davenport, Pastor

E-mail: info@saddiebackcovenant.com
www.saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH

350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B = El Cajon, CA
92020 - (619) 4427728 » Mark Hoffman
and David Hoffman, Co-Pastors » E-mail
www.foothillschurch.org

Connecticut

ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
P.0. Box 108, 980 Main St. Willimantic,
CT 06226 + (860) 456-2522 + Kevin
White, Pastor « E-mail: alcewilli@prodi-
gy.net « www. geocities.com/alccwilli

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
403 Church 5t. « New Britain, CT 06051
(860) 229-2083 » Ronald Brackett, Pastor

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
122 Colman St. » New London, CT 06320
(860) 447-3757 - Samuel Spatafore, Pastor

Florida

IGLESIA CRISTIANA CARIS

12200 SW. 129th Ct. - Miami, FL 33186
(305) 235-4471 - Elkin Espinal, Pastor
Website: www.caris.org

MIAMI TEAM

Church: 25505 SW 126 Ct., Princeton, FL
33032 | Mailing: P.0O. Box 924394 «
Homestead, FL, 33092-4394 « (305) 258-
2820, Joseph Holbrook, Director

E-Mail: josephholbrook@miamiteam.org

GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
2960 Plummer Cove Rd. - Jacksonville,
FL, 32223 » (904) 288-8808 » Pastors
Larry Broch; Billy Richards; David Eure
E-mail: grace@cxp.com
www.gracechapel.com

COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH

1007 Gospel Rd., Ft. Walton Beach, FL
32547, « (850) 863-1323 - lim Grabo,
Pastor

Georgia
CHRISTIAN COVENANT CHURCH

1105 West 2nd Avenue » Albany, GA 31707

(229) 883-4334 - John Lowry, Pastor

FIND
CSM’S NATIONAL DIRECTORY O
CONTRIBUTING MINISTRIES

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

| ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH
¢ 905 Betz Creek Rd. = Savannah, GA

' 30049 - (866) 510-3688 + Jamie Johnson,
- Director - losjohnson@boywithaball.com
. www.boywithaball.com

. IHlinois

- FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH

- 25361 Glen Park Rd. » Lombard, IL

| 60148 - (630) 627-7202 * Randy Barr,
| Pastor + E-mail: rbarr@folc.net

. www.folc.net

i lowa
- MASON CITY COVENANT CHURCH

: Lomisiana

A CHURCH!

. OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH

| P.O. Drawer H - Oberlin, LA 70655

. (337) 639-4465 « William Currie, Pastor
. E-mail: wandtfam@cox.net

COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

© 3113 Coteau Rd. « New lberia, LA 70560
. (337) 367-5879 - Steve Hebert, Steward
. E-mail: vickil23@xspedius.net

P.0. Box 1286 » Suwanee, GA 30024,

31410 - (912) 897-6630
Douglas Patterson, Pastor
E-mail: douglaspatterson@earthlink.net

BOY WITH A BALL
P.0. Box 491207 - Lawrenceville, GA,

SPIRIT OF GOD FELLOWSHIP &
RESTORATION MINISTRIES

16350 State St. + South Holland, IL
60473 (708) 331-1234 + Dr. John Sullivan
E-mail: jfsddsi@acl.com

! Church: 2402 5 Federal Ave., Mason City, |

1A 50401 (641) 424-6339 - Mailing:

- 6 Hampshire Ct. » Mason City, 1A 50401
. William Backlin, Pastor

| E-mail: backliné@mchsi.com

' RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH

. 4855 Forest Grove Dr., P.0. Box 347

i Bettendorf, 1A 52722 - (563) 332-5585
 Jim Tully, Pastor

© NEW LIFE CHURCH

| WINCHESTER COVENANT CHURCH

- 142 E. Broadway * Winchester, KY 40391
. (859) 744-7453 + Stephen Humble, Pastor
- E-mail: ccf@qx.nets

. Jim Newsom, Executive Director
| E-mail: jimnewsom@bellsouth.net
- www.outwardfocused.org

Kentucky

NEW COVENANT CHURCH

1200 lefferson St. « Paducah, KY 42001
(270) 575-3400 =, Mike Rothwell, Pastor
E-mail: rothwell@nccpad.org www.ncc-

pad.org

3402 Goose Creek Rd., « Louisville, KY,
40241 - (502) 426-3132 « Tim Parish, Pastor
E-mail: timparish@newlifechurch-lou.org
www.newlifechurch-lou.org

www.web.gx.net/shumble

OUTWARD FOCUSED
P.0. Box 22155 + Louisville, KY 40252
0155 (502) 426-0685

Maryland

. (678) 442-0401 + John Duke, Jr., Pastor . CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

12411 Sussex Ln. = Bowie, MD 20715
(301) 262-3625 « Bruce Miller, Pastor

- NEW HERITAGE CHURCH
. 9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B + Ellicott City,

MD 21042 » (410) 313-9660
Randy Reinhardt & Fred Lessans, Pastors
E-mail: newheritage@speakeasy.net

L www.new-heritage.org

i Massachusetts

. COVENANT CHURCH

. 9 Westminster Ave. » Arlington, MA

. 02474 - (781) 646-9027 - Brian Emmett,
© Pastor + E-mail: bemmet@cov.org

www.covmin.org

Michigan
ASSYRIAN MINISTRY

. 200 S. Hooker Ave. » Three Rivers, M
. 49093 - (269) 279-2672

- John Booko, Director

 E-mail: revbooko@hotmail.com

www.assyria.freeservers.com

VICTORY LIFE CHURCH
6892 D Drive North = Battle Creek, Ml

: 49017 - (269) 968-0045 + James

Sunnock, Pastor - www.ictory-life.org

- E-mail: james@victory-life.org

' CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH

3433 South Lincoln Rd. = Mt. Pleasant,
MI 48858 » (989) 773-1800
Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor

| E-mail: cmecc@sensible-net.com

. COVENANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH

| P.0. Box 4662 + East Lansing, MI 48826
- (517) 333-2583 - Norm Dufrin, Pastor

- E-mail: ndufrin@hotmail.com

| NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

i 4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy « Lansing, M,
| 48917 - (517) 323-8180 » Pastor Fred

| McGlone / Pastor Jim Ryckman
 E-mail: fbmcg3@aol.com

© NEW COVENANT CHURCH

2360 Opal Lake Rd. = Gaylord, MI, 49735
989) 939-7282 « Jeff Bennethum, Pastor
E-mail: jeffbennethum@hotmail.com

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
2215 E. Michigan Ave. = Lansing, MI,

. 48912 - (517) 485-5483 - Malcom
| Magee, Pastor - www.libertycc.net

COVEMANT LIFE CHURCH

7700 West Blue Rd. = Lake City, MI
49651 - (231) 839-2244

Scott Goodwill, Pastor

| E-mail: clife@netonecom.net

. THE MASTER'S CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

. 971 Dutton Rd. = Rochester Hills, M1,
| 48306 - (248) 651-6785 - Dr. Loren
- sSiffring, Pastor « E-mail: Loren@eesc.com

i NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF

© SOUTH EAST MICHIGAN

- 3302 Paint Creek Drive « Oakland

Township, Ml 48363 - (248) 693-1383
Jim Bennethum, Pastor » E-mail:
jim@newcovenantchristianchurch.com

| NEW COVENANT CHURCH OF
i WEBBERVILLE

7400 Stow Rd. - Fowlerville, M1 48836
(517) 468-3443 « Jeff Williams, Pastor
E-mail: jimk@tds.net

OKEMOS CHRISTIAN CENTER

. 2630 Bennett Rd. + Okemos, M1 48864
| (517) 336-4148 + Craig Dumont, Pastor

www.okemaoschristiancenter.com

* AGAPE' CHRISTIAN CHURCH

609 Cherokee = Kalamazoo, M| 49006

| (269) 385-5772 + Ron Vestrand, Pastor

- www, agapecc.com

| COVENANT FELLOWSHIP

i P.O. Box 484, Williamston, M| 48895
- (517) 655-9131 Bill Michell, Pastor

- E-mail: gomichells@cs.com

| Mississippi
- COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

P.0. Box 107 = McComb, MS 39648
(601) 249-4854 « Michael T. McCarty,
Pastor = E-mail: mmccartysr@pobox.com

. GRACE TEMPLE

. 1131 Richburg Rd. « Hattiesburg, MS
© 39402 -+ (601) 264-0593

. Dwayne Higgason, Pastor

www.gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH

. 200 W. Garrard Rd. = Starkville, MS
| 39759 . (662) 323-4555
- Bill Murphy, Pastor

| Missouri

. CHRIST THE KING CHURCH

. 9018 Big Bend Blvd. - St. Louis, MO
| 63119 - (314) 963-1278

| Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor

i E-mail: pete@ctkchurch.net

. www.ctkchurch.net

- WASHINGTON BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
. 920 West 6th Street - Washington, MO

| 63090 - (636) 390-9106

Michael Ayers, Pastor
www.washingtonfellowship.org

| Nebraska

- COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

. P.0. Box 34789 - Omaha, NE 68134

| (402) 498-9819 + Mark Woodruff, M.D.,

Pastor, www.covenantfamilychurch.org

New lersey
LONG BRANCH COVENANT CHURCH
252 Broadway, 2nd Floor « P.0. Box 4138

- Long Branch, NJ 07740 » (732) 870-2028
| Tony Moss, Pastor
- E-mail: Lbcovenant@earthlink.net

: New York

| FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

i 117/125 Main St. - Farmingdale, NY, 11735
(516) 293-1838

| John Quince, Pastor

| E-mail: jandj1960@juno.com

: www.forministry.com/11735fcc

FOR THE MOST UP TO DATE INFORMATION, VISIT THE CSM WEBSITE AT WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG AND CLICK ON “FIND A CHURCH.”
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North Carolina

BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH

P.0. Box 3178 = Shelby, NC 28151

(704) 481-0990 - Harry ). Gregory, 5r.,
Sr. Elder-Apostle

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Road « Granite Falls, NC
28630 - (828) 396-7690 - Terry Neal,
Pastor « E-mail: cfs@conninc.com

Ohio

COVENANT FAMILY FELLOWSHIP

3948 Carson Salts Springs Rd. » Newton
Falls, OH 44444 - (330) 872-7060 + Dane
Price, Pastor « E-mail: pastordane@aol.com
www.covfam.org

NEW WINE COVENANT COMMUNITY
1215 Polaris Pkwy. Suite 214 Columbus,
OH 43240-2037 - (614) 785-9232
Michael Cook, Pastor

E-mail: mcook@Sowers.US

CIRCLEVILLE CHRISTIAN
6985 Tarlton Rd. = Circleville, OH 43113
(614) 474-7984 « Contact: Church Office

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

5550 Lancaster Newark Rd. N.E.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148 - (740) 862-
6443 Dennis Coll, Pastor

E-mail: covenantchristian@earthlink.net
www.covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY

925 W. Hopocan Ave, = Barberton, OH
44203 » (330) 825-9603 » John Akins
and Joe Schoblocher, Pastors

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES

925 W. Hopocan Ave. - Barberton, OH
44203 » (330) 706-0952 « John Akins,
President

Oklahoma

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

3106 N. Utah = Oklahoma City, OK 73112
(405) 943-5939 « Dwight Cunkle, Pastor
www.covenantlifechurch.com

Tennessee

ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH

1000 Woodridge Place » Mt. Juliet, TN
37122 = (615) 754-7035 = Larry Grainger,
Pastor - www.alcmtjuliet.com

COVENANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP

7510 Sleepy Hollow Rd. - Fairview, TN
37062 « (615) 799-2184

Ron Embry, Pastor

Texas

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

17000 Longenbaugh Dr. « Houston, TX
77095 « (281) 463-6600

Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor

E-mail: cce@christ-covenant-church.org
www.christ-covenant-church.org

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO

6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., #505
Houston, TX 77041 - (281) 859-0191
Manuel Montez, Pastor

COVENANT CHURCH OF SAN ANTONIO
4218 Thousand Oaks « San Antonio, TX
78217 « (210) 655-9788 « Boyd Bien,
Pastor www.covenantonline.org

CROSSROADS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

P.0. Box 3652 « Midland, TX 79702
(915) 682-2190 - Cecil Robinson, Pastor
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FOUNDATION MINISTRIES

| P.0. Box 291130 « Kerrville, TX 78029
. (817) 444-6475 - Rene Brown, Director

. COLLEYVILLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

| 3508 Glade Rd. - Colleyville, TX 76034
- (817) 354-5757 « Carter Foster, Pastor

- E-mail: carterfoster@pastor.com

- www.ccfdfw.com

. EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES

- 5411 McPherson Rd., #84-102

. Laredo, TX 78041 + (715) 635-7824
. Terry Everroad, President

| E-mail: terry@everroad.com

: Virginia

. HARVEST CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

| 5 Serene Ct. - Stafford, VA 22556

- (571) 334 8951 « Matt McNally, Pastor
. E-mail: matt@provisiondent.com

i HARVEST INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES

- 5 5erene Ct., « Stafford, VA 22556

. (540) 286-1560 + Jim and Sean McNally,
. Pastors - E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com

- YADA INTERNATIONAL

\ /o Bradley Stuart

| 5Serene Ct, « Stafford, VA 22556
- E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com

. www.yadainternational.com

HERITAGE HARVEST FELLOWSHIP

37825 Hyatt Lane = Purcellville, va
20132 (540) 668-6043

Gary Bergel, Pastor/Director
E-mail: BergelFam@aol.com

. OAKBROOK CHURCH

. 1700 Reston Pkwy = Reston, VA, 20194
- (703) 437-4900 - John Moyle, Pastor

. E-Mail: dan@oakbrookchurch.org

| www.oakbrookchurch.org

- GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH

| 8910 E. Pocahontas Trail

- Willamsburg, VA 23187 - (757) 565-0801
: Thomas McCormick, Pastor

| E-mail: patmc@tni.net

. VINE COVENANT MINISTRIES

| 420 Hudgins Rd.

| Fredericksburg, VA 22408

- (540) 548-8456

. James E. Matthias, Pastor

. E-mail: mhammond21@juno.com

: Washington

| CALVARY COMMUNITY CHURCH

| 2717 NE 3rd Ave » Camas, WA 98607
- (360) 834-7522 - Scott Jones, Pastor

| Wisconsin

 NEW WINE

. N5665 Shady Oaks Lane » Spooner, Wi
| 54801 (715) 939-0203 Bob Otto, Pastor

For more information on CSM's
Contributing Ministries Program:

P.0. Box 850067
Mobile, AL 36685-0067
Toll-free: (888) 811-2CSM
www.csmpublishing.org

Itineraries

ANOINTED SPEAKER & MUSICIAN
Ronald Gray,

Director of Missions
Growth for CSM’s
International
Outreach Ministries,
is “on the road,” encouraging
Christians and churches. Ronald
also leads short-term mission trips

to assist IOM missionaries.

JULY 21-28 - COSTA RICA
Team from Emmanuel Christian
Assembly, Barberton, OH
(251) 621-0983

AUGUST 19 » MT. JULIET, TN
Abundant Life Church
Pastor Larry Grainger

(615) 754-7035

AUGUST 27 -SEPT 12 » CONGO
Construction Team to Democratic
Republic of the Congo
(251) 621-0983

SEPTEMBER 16 » ORANGEBURG, 5C
Bethel Church
Pastor Joey Bozard
(803) 534-0043

SEPTEMBER 21-22 - MONROE, LA
Men's Conference
Monroe Covenant Church
Bob Clanton
(318) 387-4005

SEPTEMBER 23
Monroe Covenant Church

SEPT. 28-30 » MORELIA, MEXICO:
Filadelphia Church
Pastor Fernando Rodriquez
(251) 621-0983

OCTOBER 6-13 » COSTA RICA
Team from Bridge of Hope
Fellowship, Hopkinsville, KY
(251) 621-0983

OCTOBER 13-14 « LADSON, SC
Market Assembly
Pastor Gary Jones
(843) 821-2600

OCTOBER 18 « CHARLESTON, SC
Hope Assembly
Pastor Gordon Cashwell
(843) 958-0703

For more information:
(251) 621-0983

COMING TO YOUR AREA!

Jim Newsom
is a dynamic speak-
er with an amazing
life story. He is the
Executive Director
of Outward Focused and min-
isters to prisoners and their families.

AUGUST 11-12 « LOMBARD, IL
Fountain of Life Church
Pastor Rich Raad
(630) 627-7202

SEPTEMBER 7-9 = SAN DIEGO, CA
Foothills Christian Church
Pastor Mark Hoffman
(619) 442-7728

SEPTEMBER 27-30 + KALAMAZ0O, MI
Team Ministry
Pastor Dan Walfe
(571) 437-7717

OCTOBER 5-6 » HONEYBROOK, PA
Honeybrook Community Church

OCTOBER 19-21 + ST. LOUIS, MO
Grace Point Church
Pastor Craig Diestelkamp
(314) 968-5233

OCTOBER 26-28 * SOMERSET, PA
Somerset Correctional Insitution
Chaplain Phil Maust
(814) 443-810

NOVEMBER 2-3 = ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OH
Belmont Correctional Institution
Chaplain Burger
(740) 695-5169

NOVEMBER 5-9 » LOS ANGELES, CA
Simple Grace Cruise
Jim Hitch
(402) 794-0246

NOVEMBER 9-10 » FRACKVILLE, PA
Mahanoy Correctional Institution
Chaplain Zeiset
(570) 773-2158

DECEMBER 16 - LOUISVILLE, KY
Outward Focused Benifit Concert
with Simple Grace
(502) 426-0685

For more information:
(502) 426-0685
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is a general contracting, construction, main-
tenance, and decorative paint/design compa-
ny specializing in the restoration of fine
homes in the greater Cleveland area. We per-
form new construction, as well as remodeling
nd light commercial work. The majority of
our customers are in the residential market.
Last year, for the second time in three
years, Cleveland was declared “The Poorest Major City in the
United States.” (Cleveland Plain Dealer, August 2006).
Nearly one-third of the city’s residents (32.4%) are living below
the federal poverty level, and no other big city in America had a

actually dropped $1,778 over the last five years.

Since 9/11, many businesses have moved out of the Cleveland |
| cater to a client’s needs while producing the highest quality prod-

area for financial and tax reasons. As a result there is a smaller
influx of “professionals” moving to the city who would need our
help. The housing market is very slow.
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MY COMPANY, RESIDENCE ARTISTS, INC., :

marketplace
excha nge the revolution at work

by Keith Landies

XCEEDING
CTATIONS

OUR STORY
Residence Artists began in 1973 as a painting and decorating
company and added a construction division in the early 1980s. It is

- often said that R.A. is Cleveland’s only exclusive “one-stop shop-
ping” company, where one can ask for everything from a new

home, to a plumber, or a basic exterior paint job by making one

- phone call. My oldest son, Stewart (a graduate of John Carroll
University's School of Business), is the vice-president, and has
. been in a management role since 1997. He has worked at R.A. since

he was 14, both in the field as a painter and as a warehouse manager.
The business is based solely on referrals from existing cus-

- tomers. Our team of workers demonstrates a diversity of skills that

sets us apart from the competition. Presently, there are 35 full-

| time employees, including painters, paperhangers, artists, carpen-
lower median household income than Cleveland. For those living . ters, and job superintendents. Combined, these men have over 415

in the eight counties around Cleveland, median household income |

years of experience. Even though they are tremendous technicians
in their fields, more often than not, they are complimented on
their attitude, cleanliness, dedication, and service. The ability to

uct is what makes them truly special.
Because of the high rate of unemployment in the Cleveland
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area, there are many “part-
time” carpenters, painters and
contractors of all kinds who
claim to do and be whatever a
customer wants from them.

This “army” of part-timers also
~one’s hands. The apostle Paul

- wrote | Corinthians 4:12 “and
. we labor working with our own
¢ hands”.

work at a much cheaper rate
than companies like ours that
have legitimate overhead
expenses (health insurance,
unemployment, liability insur-
ance, worker’s comp, vacation
pay, and other issues).

With that economic picture
as a backdrop, the men of our
company approach work with
an overriding philosophy of
service, diligence, execution,

ism, that cause customers to
choose Residence Artists over
some who might make these
claims—but are not able to do

the same type of work. To sur-
vive and prosper in this kind of
environment, great attention to
detail and constant communica-
teach me principles of estimat-
ing and how to run jobs in the

~ residential marketplace. He
had a great work ethic and we
embody as the owner continued |

tion are necessities.

A KINGDOM MINDSET
The work philosophy |

to evolve in the early 1970s,
when | first had the unique
privilege of being taught by

Ern Baxter (his classic message

who surrounded them.

I made a commitment to
Christ in 1972 and was blessed
to be exposed to these teachers
and the biblical teaching of
New Wine Magazine. During my
college years, | worked in the
summer hanging drywall and
painting. Several customers
kept calling me with more jobs
to do, so | felt the Lord was
opening the door for me to
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| enter into the trades. Upon

- graduation in 1972, | went to

- school to learn how to hang

. wallpaper. | believe then as |

. do now that it is a godly attrib-

- convinced that whatever | was
doing should be done with

~ excellence. | was the only col-
 lege graduate at Max Hayes

- Trade School and the teacher

. couldn’t understand my being
. there. He said “but you have a
: college education” and |
thoroughness and professional-

-~ ed at a very early age. | was
on “Divine Arrangement”), Derek
Prince, Bob Mumford, and those
~ morning at 7 AM, regardless of
- what hour we may have gotten
- in the night before, with the

ute to be able to work with

Also, | have always been

became close friends. | eventu-

- ally had the opportunity to pray
- with him before the Lord took |
: him home.

Charles Simpson, Don Basham,

My exposure to work start-

blessed to have a father who
woke us up every Saturday

simple statement “IT'S TIME".
My brothers and | knew what
“time” that was—it was time to
work. Saturday's were work
days and evenings were work
nights at the Landies' home. As
a teenager | didn't like it, but
something was being put into
me that | was able to take into

manhood and then extend to
others as | went into business.

I'm indebted to my dad for

not paying attention to our
. pleas to be left out of the work

projects. He himself had

- worked three jobs while going

to college after returning from
WW IL. In 2 Thessalonians 3:8,

Paul writes that he labored
- and toiled, working night and

day that he might not be a bur-
den to any. I'd like to make an
encouragement to all fathers
and mothers reading this to
give your children household
jobs and tasks, even if you can

afford to have someone else do
- them. | personally believe you

replied, “But are doing your
- God wants = . sk child a dis-
me to learn 1 believe that it is service by not
how to work a godly attribute to be teaching him
" excellently 3 how to use
ity able to work with the hasic
hands.” The one’s hands.” tools of life
Lord used such as mops,
this man to wash pails,

brooms, lawnmowers, shovels,
- and weed-eaters.

" EXCELLENCE IN

CRAFTSMANSHIP
In Acts 18:3-4, Paul spoke of

~ his trade, which was that of a

~ tent-maker. The word for

- “trade” in my Bible footnotes

~ told me that in the original

~ Greek language, this is the

- same word that we use for

~ “craft” and it is derived from

~ the word that physicians use. It
was a highly technical term and
specialized. | found it particu-
 larly interesting the Paul didn’t

- refer to his apostleship as a

- craft or trade, but instead to his
- ability to work with his hands

- to create and make tents,

- from which he derived income.
- This work gave him identity

- and satisfaction.

| am blessed to say that
although all four of my children
are college graduates, each one
has learned to work with their
hands and could support them-
selves as a tradesperson in a
craft if need be.

I saw in the early days as |
do now that being a “crafts-
man” is an honorable occupa-
tion worthy to pursue and
esteemed highly by “God
Himself”. Read Exodus 35-36
and see the attention to detail
and the incredible craftsmen
God assembled to build the tab-
ernacle. Another verse,
Proverbs 22:29, says, “Do you
see a man skillful in his work?
He will stand before kings. He
will not stand before obscure
men.” This was a foundational
scripture for Residence Artists
that I built on.

Personally, | believe there
are many Christian young peo-
ple who could flourish in trades
if they were encouraged to go
in this direction and their

. endeavors were seen as a godly
.~ calling, as valuable as comput-
| ers, law, and politics. | never

miss an opportunity to help a
beginner to sow toward his
craft with the hope that in due
time God will reward him.

WORK AND SERVICE
From the formation of
Residence Artists, | was guided
by biblical teachings on work
and service. Paul Petrie shared
in the late 1970s a message on
service that became part of our
company. He said that it
always costs to serve and that
service is never free. My
employees and | take on the
role of servants. This concept of
being a servant to others is not
popular in our culture today,

but it is one of the aspects that
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distinguishes our company

from the myriad of others oper
ating in our market. We are ser-

vants in a customer’s home,

there to please them and to do
what they ask us to do with all

our heart and all our might.
Years ago, Derek Prince’s

little will be faithful in much.

things. He is the ultimate
Detailer.

Charles Simpson provided

insights into God's basis for pro- -

motion. It is the seemingly

“insignificant” things, not seen

by others which God uses as a
basis for increase and promo-
tion. God is interested in the
“very little” and it is in this

arena that growth occurs. First
Corinthians 10:31 says, “whatev-
er you eat or drink or whatever

you do, do all for the glory of

God.” Colossians 3:23-24 echoes
this: “Whatever your task, work
heartily as serving the Lord and
not men, knowing that from the
Lord you will receive the inheri-
- “craft” that supports them.

Working through and under-
standing the “whatevers” of life
- work outside. Cultivate it, then

tance as your reward.”

is a process that can't be
rushed. Many trainees and

apprentices want rewards now,

not realizing that God distills

your craft the old fashion way;
forging your skills through the
furnace of time. Over the years,
~ when a job is “well done.”

I've had a number of men tell
me “If you just made me a
supervisor and gave me a big
job to do, I'd show you what a
good worker [ am.” | have

12 ONE-TO-ONE

The Joseph Model taught by

. found that talk can be cheap.
We see in First John 3:18 that we |

need to “walk the walk” not just
“talk the talk”.
Derek Prince taught out of

over-spiritualize work, but also

. awakened me to the fact that
- there was no such thing as a

“Christian” company and that

away with an undisciplined,

sloppy, performance—quite to
the contrary! This teaching

showed me that | can’t use God

Oftentimes, these people would
get the cart out ahead of the

horses and would begin to focus
- desires and needs is the first

energies on building their own

homes, without the proper foun-

dational work in their company

We are reminded by
Proverbs 24:27, “Prepare your

build your own home.” In other

i waords, focus on your trade and
- gifting. For me, work was not

and is not done by a clock or a
~ timetable, but by an affirmation -

from on high that lets you know

This commitment to diligence,

~ service, and excellence guides us
- in our mission statement:

“Residence Artists is com-

. mitted to faithfully steward

the resources that we have

been given and to perform our
 services at levels above the

expectations of our customers
- First Corinthians 15:46 regarding
- “first the natural, and then the
~ spiritual” allowed me to not

teaching out of Luke 16:10-12 on
faithfulness provided a revela-
tion on how to be promoted in
the kingdom of God. Jesus said
that he that is faithful in a VERY

by completing design, con-

struction, restoration, decora-
 tive projects, and mainte-

- nance tasks with the highest
 level of personal integrity,

_ technical expertise, and

- administrative skill.”

- being a Christian wasn’t a magic -

- wand that allowed you to get
The word for very in the original
language is the same word we
use for “minutia” in our speech
today. God watches the smallest
. as an excuse for incompetence.

- THE ABILITY TO HEAR

Another scriptural principle

 that has helped make Residence
 Artists successful and is a hall-
- mark of what we do goes hand-
'~ in-hand with being a good ser-

Over the vant is the
years I've 1 personally believe ahility to
- met many hear. |
“get rich V‘!" are _domg your encourage all
| quick” child a disservice by my employees
' Christians not teaching him how 1, . ,tivate a
who some- to use the basic tools “hearing ear”.
how thought of life such as mops, We live in a
having the wash pails, brooms, culture where
Christian lawnmowers, shovels,  hearingisa
“title” was and weed-eaters. problem. We
their ticket are bombard-
to success. ed by cell

phones, computers, email, tele-
| vision, and other distractions.

Really listening to a customer’s

step in serving them.
Charles Simpson taught a

leadership message where he

- commented on committing our
- thoughts to paper, and how

- important it is to write down

- fresh ideas so you can get back
. to it when time permits, and it
: won't be lost in the next ten

. conversations.

In choosing a team, once

- you know if an employee has a
- hearing ear and the capacity to
- serve, then it is important to

- recognize his sphere, his limita-
- tions, and the measure in which
- he can operate (thank you Bob

. Mumford for that teaching). As a
- coach, it is important for me to

- keep constant oversight of the

- “whatevers” and make sure all

- employees are functioning in the
. “space” where they can best

erve both the customer and the
ompany (see also 2 Corinthians

- 10:13).

In restaurant terms “we are
only as good as our last meal.”
You can do a great job for a cus-

. tomer for years, but if you have

one bad project or a job that
was incorrectly executed, you
are liable to lose them.

| CUSTOMER CARE

The essential element in any

business relationship is care. We
- are in a culture that demands a

. quick response to be successful.
- We have a system set up at R.A.

- to get quick feedback and quick

- results for whatever customer

- needs or requests come our way.

After reading this article, it

may seem to you that everyone

- at R.A works 24/7. Not so.
Employees are encouraged to
participate in family times, vaca-
tions, sports, and other life pri-

orities. But, clear communica-

tion of those needs and desires
| are required so we can both

serve our customers and help
our worker’s families have quali-
ty time together.

Regardless of the economy
you find yourself in, God is faith-
ful to His Word, His principles,

. and His promises regarding

~ stewardship, finance, and the

- workplace. It is with these tools
 that R.A. has been given the
ability to prosper in the midst of
- difficult financial times. €&

| Keith Landies is the owner and
- President of Residence Artists
. in Chardon, OH. He and his

. wife, Diane, have four grown

. children.
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R.W. Beckett Corporation
John D. Beckett, Chairman
P.0. Box 1289 - Elyria, OH 44036
(440)353-6203 - www.beckettcorp.com

Contractors of Iodav, Inc.
Gary Soutullo, Owner
P.0. Box 850941 + Mobile, AL 36685
(251)639-1578

Cornerstone Furniture Inc.
Quentin S. Mulder, Owner
915 Grand Rapids St. « Middleville, Ml 49333
(269)795-3259 « cornerstonefurniture.com

VRS Associates, Inc.
Marketing Communications
Vivian Ruth Sawyer, Owner

615 Breckinridge Lane, Ste. 100

Louisville, KY 40207

(502)899-7613 « email: vrsinc@aol.com

Axia Merchant Services
Randal Clark, CEQO/President
Erik Krueger, Chairman
535 Chapala St.

Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(877)875-6114 - axia-eft.com
e-mail: rclark@axia-eft.com
e-mail: ekrueger@axia-eft.com

MacLeish Building, Inc.
Dan & Joyce MaclLeish &
Dan MacLeish Jr., Owners
650 E. Big Beaver #F
Troy, MI 48083-1432
(248)524-3244

The Discovery Thrift Store
Gary Browning, President/Director
9908 County Rd. 64 « Daphne, AL 36526
(251)621-0682

Residence Artists, Inc.
Keith Landies, President
220 Fifth Avenue = Chardon, OH 44024
(440) 946.8824 (Cleveland)
440.286.8822 (Chardon)
440.286.8218 (Fax)
e-mail: info@residenceartists.com
Web: www.residenceartists,com

Would you like your business listed in
Marketplace Exchange? Contact Jonathan
Simpson at: (251)633-7900, or via e-mail at:
jonathan.simpson@csmpublishing.org
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24 million Americans were known to have an alcohol/drug problem at beginning of this decade.
Absenteeism is 16 times greater among employees with alcohol/drug problems.

40% of all industrial fatalities and 47% injuries can be linked to alcoholism.

Substance abuse costs the American economy $276 billion per year.

Untreated addiction is more expensive than heart disease, diabetes and cancer combined.
Every American adult pays nearly $1,000 per year for the damages

of addiction.

82% Americans claim to be Christian, 39% attend church once a

month and 12% are substance abusers. (Multiply your congrega-

tion times .12)
For every dollar invested in treatment, seven are saved in reduced
(National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence & The Shoulder, certified by AL Dept. of Mental

YoU CAN BE PART OF THE ANSWER:

® By sstablishing a Chvishian 12. Step Discovevy Gwoup in your
community,

® By ovdeving Gavy’s induchive wovkbook, “Beyond Recovery™
used in cave groups, vehab eentevs and jails.

* By hosting a One Day Seminav.

° \Efz funding Discovevy Rehab Facility in South Alabama: a place

eve the men of Amevica ave vestoved 4o theiv families,
e By mon'H\l\! missions suppovt,

Discovery Group, Inc.
dba Discovery Family Ministries
P. 0. Box 7100 « Spanish Fort, AL 36577 = (251) 621-6633

Discovery Group, Inc is a tax-deductible 501(C)(3) corporation.

5
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FAMILYGRAM

How to break the curse

of Neverland over this

generation
By Stephen Simpson

RECENTLY, I HEARD MY FRIEND PASTOR FELIPE PINOCHET
quote a news report noting the dramatic increase in the percentage of unmarried
women in the United States. One of the primary reasons cited for this increase was
that women were finding it more difficult to respect and trust men —increasing num-
bers of men seem to lack vision, direction, focus, and purpose.

The pop-psychological term for this is the “Peter Pan Syndrome,” which
refers to the idea that many adult men simply
don’t want to grow up. The term was popu-

" larized by author Dr. Dan Kiley, who wrote a If the Church is to
book by that title in 1983. Symptoms of this have any relevance Ht all,
syndrome include narcissism and immaturity, it must actively equip and

typified by irresponsibility, refusal or inability encourage our families for
to plan ahead or make lasting commitments, P"‘_‘“"ml ot in life.
rebelliousness, anger, and other problems. This means, S e gty
Sounds to me like an everyday episode of take on the” Peter Pon
MTV’s “Real World” program. Syndrome” full force,
Of course, there is a flip side heai-on.

to this problem as well. Many men
are frustrated and confused by the
rise of male-hating feminism, which has been seared into our
society with white hot intensity via media, entertainment,
advertising, education, politics, and courts run amok.

Sadly, some men’s response to this is to become even

more disconnected from reality via wanderlust, sub-
stance abuse, promiscuity, pornography, or even violence.

This reality cannot be ignored—the consequences to the long-term viability of civ-

ilization itself are dire. Because few of these men become eunuchs, and because many
of them are master manipulators, they are able to find the occasional women with
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whom they can produce children.
Sadly, the ability to create a child does
not automatically confer the ability to
raise a child.

STOPPING THE
CYCLE

This syndrome therefore perpetu-
ates itself, so that increasing numbers
of young people are being raised in
homes where no father, or father fig-
ure, is prominent. Males are growing
up with little direction, purpose, or
focus, relying upon mother to care
for them, feed them, pick up after
them, and unconditionally love them.
Millions of women heroically attempt
to be all things to their children, but
the statistical facts indicate that boys
and girls both suffer when there is no
father figure present.

If the Church is to have any rele-
vance at all, it must actively equip
and encourage our families for practi-
cal success in life. This means, we've
got to take on the “Peter Pan
Syndrome” full force, head-on.

Early on in my dad’s pastoral
ministry, he discovered that large
chunks of his time and energy were
devoted to counseling women who
were struggling desperately with col-
lapsing marriages or bad husbands.
He sensed the Lord telling him that
the best thing he could do to support
women was to reach their husbands
with the Gospel of Christ’s
Kingdom.

STAND UP!
The Church today must strengthen

and sharpen its focus on men.
Ministries such as CSM and Promise
Keepers have had a long-term empha-
sis on reaching and equipping men to
be who God called them to be. This is
not to the exclusion or detriment of
women; it is for their great benefit.
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Yet, many feminist groups have
launched scathing attacks on these
and other ministries, and upon the
very Scriptural basis for reaching
men. There is a palpable anger in
our society against men, and it is true
that many men have abdicated their
God-given leadership roles due to
gross irresponsibility, abuse, or
immaturity. The very word “patriarchy”
has become a curse word for many.

But the sin of some does not
negate the truth of God’s Word for
all. For the sake of present and
future generations, men and women
of God must uphold and encourage
the principles of godly manhood and
fatherhood. We must train our sons
in what it means to be a man, what
their destiny is in God, how to be
resolute and responsible, how to be
servant-leaders, and how to stand fast
against the wiles of a spiritual enemy
that actively seeks to destroy homes
and communities.

It may mean occasionally tearing
our young men away from their X-
Boxes and off the couch. It may
even mean some middle-aged men
need to take a step or two away from
the Star Trek conventions. While we
are playing, other religions are reach-
ing and engaging men militantly, and
training them for conquest.

Changing the atmosphere in our
culture may mean that some ladies
need to spend less time watching
Lifetime (aka the “Men are Evil”
TV network) or imbibing in other
feminist-inspired endeavors that pro-
mote man-hating. The answer to the
“Peter Pan Syndrome” is not more
male-bashing. When men see and
hear someone like Rosie O’Donnell,
it only makes them want to run away
deeper into their play caves. Mere
shrieking and finger-pointing won’t
get the job done.

Saving the next generation means
that men and women of God need to
be unafraid of political correctness, to
demonstrate biblical standards of
manhood and womanhood, and to be
willing to step into broken homes
and bring wisdom and strength to
children who need support. We
need to encourage and restore men
and women who are hurting. We
need to stand together in prayer
and believe that the faithfulness of
the Lord does indeed endure to all
generations. €@
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