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~ Reader Feedback

Pastor Charles,

I want to thank you and encourage you for your work of love. | was grounded
in the Lord in part of the Covenant Church movement, the Shepherding Movement
from 1979 to 1987. Those were days of strong growth for us. My wife and five chil-
dren still benefit from the foundation that you five teachers/leaders poured out.

We have been in leadership everywhere we go. We still approach things on a
covenant basis and have a healthy marriage due to the grounding we received.

I hope you know that there are probably thousands of us out there who have |
never written you to thank you, yet are solidly still in love with Jesus. You are far 5
more fruitful than you know and | wanted to take the time to let you know that.

Thank you and God bless you for your labor of love.

—Tom Szczesniak,
President, Oregon Cookies , Inc.

More Reader Feedback on page 13

We want to hear what is on your mind! We welcome your feedback, prayer requests, testi-
monies, and concerns. Please write to: CSM Publishing, P.0. Box 850067, Mobile, AL 36685-0067.

Or, visit us online at www.csmpublishing.org. All emails and letters become the property of CSM
Publishing and may be edited for content and published.
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Earth?

One ancient roadmap still points
the Way By stephen Simpson

AS MY FRIENDS KNOW,
I enjoy “strange-but-true” news
headlines. One of my favorites
from years ago is, “PEACE
ACTIVISTS RIOT.” Ah, yes,
there’s nothing like a little bit of
pacifism to finally drive one over |
the edge. '

There’s a lot of talk these
days about war and peace; I
suppose it’s really nothing new.
Even before time began, there
was war in heaven; the proud
archangel Lucifer had the notion
to rebel against God, and he led
a mob of malcontent angels
against the Lord. The battle :
went very poorly for Lucifer and |
his followers, and they were cast
out of heaven.

And so, Lucifer eventually
found his way into the Garden
of Eden—a place of beauty,
peace, and harmony here on
earth—where God and man
enjoyed perfect fellowship.
There, in the form of a serpent,
Lucifer—who is the devil,
Satan, the accuser—tempted
Eve, even as a passive Adam
embraced a policy of détente
and non-aggression. Adam,
after abdicating his God-given
leadership and protective role,
then gave into the devil’s temp-
tation himself, thereby plunging
creation under the chaotic curse |
of sin. |

War came quickly into Adam
and Eve’s house, as their
younger, jealous son Cain mur-
dered his brother, Abel. Even
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- as Adam and Eve’s other

- descendants began to multiply

. and fill the earth, jealousy, striv-
~ ing, and lack of harmony with

' God caused sinful men to plot

- and scheme against one another;
. today, at the dawn of A.D. 2007,
. the same gracious offer from

- God still stands—all who would
- embrace faith in Jesus can have

- peace with God. Jesus stands at
- the door to our hearts and says,

| bloody violence. Even after the
- flood, when all of mankind per-
 ished, except for one righteous
| man—Noah—and his family,
 the “war gene” remained in the

. people group has a grievance

' against another. I once heard
- Pastor Wellington Boone note
~ that among the ancestors of us
. all are those who were enslaved; |
. and also those who enslaved

. others. The soil of the five con-
' tinents is bloody from the battles |
. that have arisen from our funda-
- mental inability to live in peace

~ with one another.

. to live in peace with one another
' arises from our fundamental

' inability individually to live in

| peace with God. That is, we are
© unable to have peace with God

these plots frequently lead to

human DNA. This sin flaw

And our fundamental inability

- in our own strength.

How wonderful it is, then,

- that enjoying peace with God is
- a blessing initiated by God

- Himself towards man, through

- the life of Jesus Christ. Even

“Follow Me!” It is an offer

within pro- - made to men
V;Jkecrif:venng “Today, we live in ;nd "
al warfare and | “ oys and girls;
splintering in | . an “Age of to youth and to
. the human i Grievances” where | elderly: toall
fam’ltlgfiay we | virtually every Ezlt?;fz:lril:iles- to |
liveinthe | Peoplegroup hasa | Geniles, jews,
é‘&ge of | grievance against g_uiiims,
| st another.” Buddhiss
ally every —_— Presbyterians,

Yes, the offer is good to sin-

ners. Perfect people need not
- apply. We don’t come to Jesus

through our perfection, but

! through His. We don’t have to
. be perfect to “get into the club.” '
- He brings us in, and then He
. perfects us.

- Peace is not achieved through
- pacifism; and—though I sup-

. port a strong national military—

I know that peace cannot ulti-

- mately be achieved through

¢ guns, either. No, ultimate

- peace is won by the Lion Who
 is a Lamb; the little babe in the
- manger Who became the

. Mighty Warrior; the One Who
. triumphed over sin, death, hell,
- and Satan; the Winner and still
. champion; the Greatest of all

- time, Jesus Christ, Lord of

¢ heaven and earth!

~ Don’t miss it! e
- “WHAT NOW”

 BY STEPHEN SIMPSON

- BEN From CSM Publishing
(888) 811-2CSM or CSMPUBLISHING.ORG
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It is in receiving Jesus, and

on that basis alone, that we can
- have peace with God; peace in
. our hearts; and peace with one
- another. The man who is at

- odds with God will eventually

~ be at odds with his neighbor.

| However, the one who receives
- peace with God is not only

blessed personally, but also

| becomes another signpost on
| the one, true roadmap to peace
. for everyone.

Have a peaceful Christmas

- and New Year! €D
| and Cafeterians; to straights and

~ to gays; to sinners and to...well,
. since all have sinned, that pretty

! ik coe i ! Stephen Simpson is the Editor of

| One-to-One and Pastoral Team Leader
| of Covenant Church of Mobile. He is
- also available for ministry in your city.
- For more information, contact Betty
. Duke: bettydukecsm@aol.com or call
| (251) 6337900.

i CD Now Available
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béCause that is what almost all of us want. Peace is the foundation for prosperity,

and when peace is taken from us, resources are diverted for survival, defense,
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and destruction. For things to get better, the true path to peace must be pursued.

Peace is not only the desire of mankind, it is the desire and the provision of our
God who was revealed in Jesus Christ— “Prince of Peace.” The challenge for us is to
find out that peace is a person. Isaiah called the coming Messiah, “Prince of
Peace.” Zacharias, father of John the Baptist, said that Jesus would “guide
our feet in the way of peace.” The way to peace is in the Prince of Peace.
Wherever He reigns, there is righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy
Spirit (see Romans 14:17).

What is peace and why is it so desirable...and how do we find it? The
truth is that Divine peace is indefinable. The apostle Paul says it “passes
understanding” (see Philippians 4:7). However, he goes on to say that it

“keeps our hearts and minds.”

Some define peace as “the absence of war or conflict.” Others see

peace as harmony, or a calm state of mind. But the peace of God

R\~ through Jesus Christ is even much more than those things.
=~ Years ago I enjoyed singing with my friend John Duke the old hymn,

“Peace, Peace.” The refrain went like this: “Peace, peace wonderful

peace, coming down from the Father above. Sweep over my spirit for-
ever, I pray, in fathomless billows of love.”

Peace comes down from the Father above. It is a substantive gift from God
that sweeps over us, as we are aware of His presence. Jesus spoke of that peace
in John 14:27, “My peace I give to

you; not as the world gives do
I give to you. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid.” Jesus, the Prince of
Peace, gives us a different kind
of peace that defies natural
understanding and situations.
It drives away fear. As an
old song says, “The world
didn’t give it, and the
world can't take it away.”
I would describe

Divine peace this way: Itis

the awareness of God'’s
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Others can’t give it—others can’t take it away.

By CHARLES ST MPSCON
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sovereign presence that removes fear and stress. His
peace is not the absence of something nor is it passive. It
is the presence of Someone and the presence of His
power, able to overcome any condition. This peace is
available to anyone, in any situation, at any time, who
comes to the Father in faith through Jesus Christ (see
Romans 5:1-2).

We can celebrate and enjoy peace in a world of strife,
because this peace is not an earthly condition; it is a heav-
enly one. It is the heart and mind that has discovered the
person of Jesus, the Eternal King. It is an unearthly peace
that emanates from eternity into time. It brings an amaz-
ing tranquility.

The world rejected the Prince of Peace two thousand
years ago, but as many as receive Him even now, receive
the same peace He offered then. The world continued in
its strife due to its rejection. But to those who receive
Him, He still gives the power to become the sons of God.
Receiving Him, we receive peace and become peace
givers (see John 1:10-13; Matthew s:q).

STOoRmMS AnD STResS

One cannot fully appreciate peace until they have expe-
rienced storms and stress. Because I live near the Gulf of
Mexico, I have experienced numerous hurricanes,
notably Frederic in 1979, Ivan in 2004, and Katrina in
2005. The howling winds, driving rains, and accompany-
ing tornados are indescribable and devastating.

When Hurricane Ivan hit the coast in 2004, the eye
passed right over our house. After hours and hours of
merciless and fearful winds, the calm of the storm center
stood above us for about 30 minutes. During that same
time, just forty miles to the east of us, a forty foot wave
swept over the barrier islands and into communities,
exploding homes and taking lives.

As the eye of the storm hovered above us, I walked out
into the eerie calm to survey the damage. Thankfully it
was minor. After awhile, I went back inside as the winds
returned from the other direction.

The peace of God is like living in the eye of the storm,
or under the eye of God. We can live in an indescribable
peace, even as terrible forces rage around us.

There are other kinds of storms that assault our
dwelling places. These storms can bring great stress upon
us. In 2000, I had a quadruple bypass heart surgery—a
dangerous procedure which I had resisted. But terrific
pain and the prospect of death changed my mind. I will
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 never forget the amazing calm from the Holy Spirit that
- came to me in the midst of that storm and has remained
| since.

Stress is a major spiritual and health issue for most of

- us. When storms assail our marriage, our finances, our
vocation, or our health, stress can be devastating to mind

- and body. I recently had cataract surgery. Just prior to

- surgery my blood sugar was 109. Just fifteen minutes

' later, after surgery, it was 134. “Why?” I asked the nurse.
- “T'was asleep” I protested. “Stress” she replied. “Your

- body reacted to stress.” Even subconsciously, our bodies
- are affected by stress. Stress also affects our cholesterol.

David describes his stress in Psalm 31. He uses words
like trouble, grief, sighing, reproach, broken, fear and
schemes. Did his stress contribute to moral failure?
Probably. He speaks of the “strife of tongues” and prays
to be hidden from it. Proverbs describes it as “wood to a

 fire” or water torture (see Proverbs 26:20, Proverbs 21;

Proverbs 19:13).

The results of stress can be seen in hospitals, court-
rooms, prisons, families, churches, and battlefields.
Much of the stress we bring upon ourselves through self-
ishness, ambition, and being caught up in the world’s
ways. Perhaps there is a benefit to storms; they can drive
us to shelter in the Prince of Peace.

From Here 10 THeRe

How can we find the “eye,” the calm, or the shelter?
Martin Luther wrote, as he hid in a castle fortress from
would be murderers, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”
How can we get to the fortress?> Where is it? Remember,
the fortress is a Person. The One who is peace brings
heavenly peace to earthly people.

We can find Him at the Cross where He died for our
transgressions and replaced guilt with peace. We can find
Him at the empty tomb where He conquered death and
hell. We can find Him at the Right Hand of the Father
where He intercedes for us. If we can find Him and His
presence, we immediately find peace.

Peace is discovering that we are forgiven and can for-
give others. It is knowing that He loves us with an ever-
lasting love. It is knowing that even in the valley of the
shadow of death, He is with us.

Perhaps we have to discover where peace is not, before
we discover where it is. False prophets said, “Peace,

- peace,” when there was no peace. Peace is not in false

trusts: fantasy, more money, flesh fulfillment, “comfort
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food,” drugs, accolades, ambition, or achievement. No, it is not even in self-
esteem. These are stop-gap measures, and their effects are sadly temporary.
Their glitter is fool’s gold.

Real peace is permanent; indeed it is eternal. David found peace through
faith in God and records these declarations in Psalm 31:14-24:

+ “You are my God.”

+ “My times are in Your hands.”

* “Deliver me from the hand of my enemies.”

* “Make Your face shine upon Me.”

* “Do not allow me to be ashamed.”

*+ “Oh Lord, how great is Your goodness.”

+ “You shall hide me in the secret place of Your presence from
the strife of tongues.”

OD’S Desine

The Good News is that God sent the Prince of Peace because He desires
for you and me to have peace. God’s very name is Jehovah Shalom—“God is
peace.” (Shalom is mentioned 250 times in the Old Testament.) He wants
to make peace with us through the Cross. God’s greeting to us is “peace.”
Over and over again, Jesus spoke peace to the disciples, to the fearful, and
even to the stormy seas. The apostles began their letters with “Peace to you
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Why does God want to give you peace? There are many reasons:
Confusion is the occasion for your enemy; strife is destructive; peace is the
path to progress and a taste of heaven. It is the sign that we know and trust
our God. The peace of God is free. The only cost is giving up our cares to
Him and coming to complete trust in Him. The main reason that God gives
peace is because He loves us with an everlasting love.

CereBRATING HiS [Deace

As we celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace and the beginning of a
New Year, God offers us a clear choice: strife or peace, war or peace,
destruction or peace. It seems foolish to celebrate a peace that we are unwill-
ing to receive. To acknowledge that peace is the superior choice, but to
reject it in favor of turmoil, is unthinkable.

I urge us all now to turn from our own way to His way, from our anxiety
and stress to His peace. We can walk out of the howling storm into “the
eye,” into the calm, and live in peace with God and one another. It is not
about what others are doing; it is about what you and I will do. Others can't
give it and others can’t take it away. It comes from the Prince of Peace.

Shalom. &»

Charles Sim PSON is editor-In-Chief of One-to-One Magazine. He ministers extensively
throughout the United States and among the nations.
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MINISTRY

ITINERARY

DECEMBER 17 | MOBILE, AL
Covenant Church of Mobile
Stephen Simpson
251-639-9020

MARCH 9-11 | VALDOSTA, GA

Susanne Simpson
251-625-2963

APRIL 24-27 | GATLINBURG, TN
CSM Annual Leadership Conference
Betty Duke
251-633-7900

MAY 25-27 | CHARLESTON, WV
New Covenant Church
Jim Legg
304.344.4661

JUNE 12-14
CFN Leadership Conference
Susanne Simpson
251.625.2963

All information subject to
change. For the most current
listings, please visit us online
at: www.csmpublishing.org

or call (251) 625-2963
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Canada

KINGSTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP I
P.0. Box 26015, 732 Milford Dr., Kingston,
Ontario K7M 4Y0 » (613) 384-1034 «
David Thompson, Pastor

E-mail: thomp@kingston.net

Alabama

COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt Rd. Mobile, AL 36695,
(251) 639-9020 + Stephen Simpson,
Pastoral Team Leader
katherine@covenantchurch.cc

California

SADDLEBACK COVENANT CHURCH

23401 Madero, Ste. A « Mission Viejo, CA
92691 - (949) 770-0291

Kevin Davenport, Pastor

E-mail: info@saddiebackcovenant.com
www.saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH

350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B « El Cajon, CA
92020 - (619) 442-7728 » Mark Hoffman
and David Hoffman, Co-Pastors « E-mail
www.foothillschurch.org

Connecticut

ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
P.0. Box 108, 980 Main St. Willimantic,
CT 06226 « (860) 456-2522 = Kevin
White, Pastor » E-mail: alccwilli@prodi-
gy.net = www. geocities.com/alcewilli

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
403 Church St. = New Britain, CT 06051
(860) 229-2083 - Ronald Brackett, Pastor

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
122 Colman St. « New London, CT 06320
(860) 447-3757 » Samuel Spatafore, Pastor

Florida

IGLESIA CRISTIANA CARIS

12200 S.W. 129th Ct. « Miami, FL 33186
(305) 235-4471 + Elkin Espinal, Pastor
Website: www.caris.org

MIAMI TEAM

Church; 25505 SW 126 Ct., Princeton, FL
33032 | Mailing: P.O. Box 924394 -
Homestead, FL, 33092-4394 - (305) 258-
2820, Joseph Holbrook, Director

E-Mail: josephholbrook@miamiteam.org

GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
2960 Plummer Cove Rd.  Jacksonville,
FL, 32223 - (904) 288-8808 - Pastors
Larry Broch; Billy Richards; David Eure
E-mail: grace@cxp.com
www.gracechapel.com

COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH

1007 Gospel Rd., Ft. Walton Beach, FL
32547, « (850) 863-1323 - Jim Grabo,
Pastor

Georgia

CHRISTIAN COVENANT CHURCH

1105 West 2nd Avenue « Albany, GA 31707
(229) 883-4334 - John Lowry, Pastor

FIND

CSM’S NATIONAL DIRECTORY OF
CONTRIBUTING MINISTRIES

A CHURCH!

' COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

P.0. Box 1286 » Suwanee, GA 30024,

© (678) 442-0401 = John Duke, Jr., Pastor

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH

| 905 Betz Creek Rd. » Savannah, GA

¢ 31410 - (912) 897-6630
. Douglas Patterson, Pastor
| E-mail: douglaspatterson@earthlink.net

BOY WITH A BALL

P.0. Box 491207 » Lawrenceville, GA,
30049 - (866) 510-3688 = Jamie Johnson,
Director « losjochnson@boywithaball.com
www.boywithaball.com

Illinois
- SPIRIT OF GOD FELLOWSHIP &

RESTORATION MINISTRIES

16350 State St. » South Holland, IL
60473 (708) 331-1234 - Dr. John Sullivan
E-mail: jfsddsi@acl.com

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH
- 25361 Glen Park Rd. » Lombard, IL

60148 » (630) 627-7202 = Randy Barr,
Pastor « E-mail: rbarr@folc.net
www.folc.net

! lowa
- MASON CITY COVENANT CHURCH

Church: 2402 S Federal Ave., Mason City,
1A 50401 (641) 424-6339 - Mailing:

6 Hampshire Ct. = Mason City, 1A 50401
William Backlin, Pastor

. E-mail: backline@mchsi.com

- RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH

4855 Forest Grove Dr., P.O. Box 347
Bettendorf, 1A 52722 « (563) 332-5585

| Jim Tully, Pastor

¢ Kentucky

© NEW COVENANT CHURCH

i 1200 Jefferson St. - Paducah, KY 42001
. (270) 575-3400 +, Mike Rothwell, Pastor
| E-mail: rothwell@nccpad.org www.ncc-

pad.org

NEW LIFE CHURCH
- 3402 Goose Creek Rd., = Louisville, KY,
40241 + (502) 426-3132 « Tim Parish, Pastor

E-mail: timparish@newlifechurch-lou.org
www.newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT CHURCH

| 142 E. Broadway - Winchester, KY 40391
: (859) 744-7453 - Stephen Humble, Pastor
. E-mail: ccf@ax.net-

| www.web.qx.net/shumble

OUTWARD FOCUSED
P.0. Box 22155 + Louisville, KY 40252-
0155 (502) 426-0685

. Jim Newsom, Executive Director
| E-mail: jimnewsom@bellsouth.net
- www.outwardfocused.org

| Louisiana
| OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH

i P.0. Drawer H » Oberlin, LA 70655

(337) 639-4465 = William Currie, Pastor

. E-mail: wandtfam@cox.net

. COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
| 3113 Coteau Rd. - New Iberia, LA 70560
- (337) 367-5879 - Steve Hebert, Steward

. E-mail: vickil23@xspedius.net

Maryland

| CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

12411 Sussex Ln. = Bowie, MD 20715
(301) 262-3625 - Bruce Miller, Pastor

NEW HERITAGE CHURCH

. 9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B « Ellicott City,
~ MD 21042 - (410) 313-9660
| Randy Reinhardt & Fred Lessans, Pastors

E-mail: newheritage@speakeasy.net
www.new-heritage.org

Massachusetts

- COVENANT CHURCH

9 Westminster Ave. » Arlington, MA
02474 - (781) 646-9027 « Brian Emmett,
Pastor » E-mail: bemmet@cov.org

WWW.COVMIn.org

Michigan
- ASSYRIAN MINISTRY

. 200 S. Hooker Ave. = Three Rivers, Ml

49093 + (269) 279-2672
John Booko, Director
E-mail: revbooko@hotmail.com

! www.assyria.freeservers.com

© VICTORY LIFE CHURCH

6892 D Drive North + Battle Creek, Ml
49017 = (269) 968-0045 - James
Sunnock, Pastor « www.yictory-life.org

- E-mail: james@victory-life.org

CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
¢ 3433 South Lincoln Rd. « Mt, Pleasant,

MI 48858 - (989) 773-1800
Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor
E-mail: cmec@sensible-net.com

. COVENANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
| P.0. Box 4662 - East Lansing, MI 48826
(517) 333-2583 » Norm Dufrin, Pastor

E-mail: ndufrin@hotmail.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4415 W, St. Joseph Hwy = Lansing, M,

. 48917+ (517) 323-8180 - Pastor Fred
- McGlone / Pastor Jim Ryckman
. E-mail: fbmcg3@aol.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
2360 Opal Lake Rd. - Gaylord, MI, 49735
(989) 939-7282 - Jeff Bennethum, Pastor

E-mail: jeffbennethum@hotmail.com

' LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

2215 E. Michigan Ave. = Lansing, MI,
48912 - (517) 485-5483 « Malcom
Magee, Pastor - www.libertycc.net

 COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
. 7700 West Blue Rd. « Lake City, M

49651 - (231) 839-2244
Scott Goodwill, Pastor
E-mail: clife@netonecom.net

THE MASTER'S CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

| 971 Dutton Rd. - Rochester Hills, M,
. 48306 - (248) 651-6785 - Dr. Loren
. Siffring, Pastor « E-mail: Loren@eesc.com

- NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF

. SOUTH EAST MICHIGAN

;3302 Paint Creek Drive » Oakland

| Township, MI 48363 - (248) 693-1383
* Jim Bennethum, Pastor « E-mail:

: jim@newcovenantchristianchurch.com

| NEW COVENANT CHURCH OF

WEBBERVILLE
7400 Stow Rd. - Fowlerville, MI 48836
(517) 468-3443 » Jeff Williams, Pastor

; E-mail: jimk@tds.net

OKEMOS CHRISTIAN CENTER

2630 Bennett Rd. - Okemos, MI 48864
(517) 336-4148 - Craig Dumont, Pastor
www.okemoschristiancenter.com

' AGAPE’ CHRISTIAN CHURCH
: 609 Cherokee - Kalamazoo, M| 49006

- (269) 385-5772 * Ron Vestrand, Pastor

| Www. agapecc.com

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP
P.0. Box 484, Williamston, M| 48895

| (517) 655-9131 Bill Michell, Pastor
| E-mail: gomichells@cs.com

Mississippi

COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

P.0. Box 107 » McComb, MS 39648
(601) 249-4854 « Michael T. McCarty,

. Pastor - E-mail: mmccartysr@pobox.com

. GRACE TEMPLE

1131 Richburg Rd. » Hattiesburg, MS
39402 - (601) 264-0593
Dwayne Higgason, Pastor

. www.gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
200 W. Garrard Rd. = Starkville, MS
39759 - (662) 323-4555

| Bill Murphy, Pastor

Missouri
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
9018 Big Bend Blvd. - St. Louis, MO

63119 - (314) 963-1278

| Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor
| E-mail: pete@ctkchurch.net
: www.ctkchurch.net

| WASHINGTON BIBLE FELLOWSHIP

920 West 6th Street » Washington, MO
63090 » (636) 390-9106
Michael Ayers, Pastor

+ www.washingtonfellowship.org

Nebraska
- COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

P.0. Box 34789 - Omaha, NE 68134
(402) 498-9819 « Mark Woodruff, M.D.,
Pastor, www.covenantfamilychurch.org

New Jersey

© LONG BRANCH COVENANT CHURCH
: 252 Broadway, 2nd Floor = P.0. Box 4138

Long Branch, NJ 07740 « (732) 870-2028
Tony Moss, Pastor
E-mail: Lbcovenant@earthlink.net

New Mexico

- CALVARY ASSEMBLY OF GOD
. 1105 N. Pate - Carlsbad, NM 88220
| (505) 885-9152 + Ralph Moats, Pastor

FOR THE MOST UP TO DATE INEORMATION, VISIT THE CSM WEBSITE AT WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG AND CLICK ON “FIND A CHURCH.”
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FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
117/125 Main St. » Farmingdale, NY,
11735 (516) 293-1838

lohn Quince, Pastor

E-mail: jandj1960@juno.com
www.forministry.com/11735fcc

North Carolina

BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH

P.0. Box 3178 - Shelby, NC 28151

(704) 481-0990 - Harry 1. Gregory, 5r.,
Sr. Elder-Apostle

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Road « Granite Falls, NC
28630 - (828) 396-7690 - Terry Neal,
Pastor « E-mail: cfs@conninc.com

Ohio

COVENANT FAMILY FELLOWSHIP

3948 Carson Salts Springs Rd. » Newton
Falls, OH 44444 - (330) 872-7060 » Dane
Price, Pastor + E-mail: pastordane@aol.com
www.covfam.org

NEW WINE COVENANT COMMUNITY
1215 Polaris Pkwy. Suite 214 Columbus,
OH 43240-2037 - (614) 785-9232
Michael Cook, Pastor

E-mail: mcook@Sowers.Us

CIRCLEVILLE CHRISTIAN
6985 Tarlton Rd. « Circleville, OH 43113
(614) 474-7984 « Contact: Church Office

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

5550 Lancaster Newark Rd. N.E.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148 - (740) 862-
6443 Dennis Coll, Pastor

E-mail: covenantchristian@earthlink.net
www.covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
925 W. Hopocan Ave. - Barberton, OH
44203 » (330) 825-9603 = John Akins

and Joe Schoblocher, Pastors

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES

925 W. Hopocan Ave. = Barberton, OH
44203 -+ (330) 706-0952 = John Akins,
President

Oklahoma

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

3106 N. Utah - Oklahoma City, OK 73112
(405) 943-5939 « Dwight Cunkle, Pastor
www.covenantlifechurch.com

Tennessee
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH
1000 Woodridge Place = Mt. Juliet, TN

37122 - (615) 754-7035 » Larry Grainger,
Pastor « www.alcmtjuliet.com

~ COVENANT CHURCH OF SAN ANTONIO
- 4218 Thousand Oaks - San Antonio, TX
| 78217 + (210) 655-9788 + Boyd Bien,

Pastor www.covenantonline.org

- CROSSROADS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
| P.0. Box 3652 « Midland, TX 79702
+ (915) 682-2190 - Cecil Robinson, Pastor

© FOUNDATION MINISTRIES
. P.0. Box 291130 + Kerrville, TX 78029
| (817) 444-6475 + Rene Brown, Director

- COLLEYVILLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

. 3508 Glade Rd. » Colleyville, TX 76034
| (817) 354-5757 » Carter Foster, Pastor

- E-mail: carterfoster@pastor.com

. www.ccfdfw.com

© EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES

5411 McPherson Rd., #84-102
Laredo, TX 78041 « (715) 635-7824
Terry Everroad, President

- E-mail: terry@everroad.com

[ virginia

HARVEST CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
5 Serene Ct. » Stafford, VA 22556

- (571) 334 8951 - Matt McNally, Pastor
E-mail: matt@provisiondent.com

HARVEST INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES

5 Serene Ct, = Stafford, VA 22556

| (540) 286-1560 = Jim and Sean McNally,
- Pastors = E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com

© YADA INTERNATIONAL

/o Bradley Stuart
5 Serene Ct. - Stafford, VA 22556
E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com

| www.yadainternational.com

HERITAGE HARVEST FELLOWSHIP
| 37825 Hyatt Lane « Purcellville, VA

20132 (540) 668-6043
Gary Bergel, Pastor/Director

i E-mail: BergelFam@aol.com

© OAKBROOK CHURCH
. 1700 Reston Pkwy = Reston, VA, 20194

(703) 437-4900 - Dan Wolfe, Pastor
E-Mail: dan@oakbrookchurch.org

| www.oakbrookchurch.org

 GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH
| 8910 E. Pocahontas Trail

Willamsburg, VA 23187 - (757) 565-0801
Thomas McCormick, Pastor

. E-mail: patmc@tni.net

. VINE COVENANT MINISTRIES

420 Hudgins Rd.
Fredericksburg, VA 22408

. (540) 548-8456

| James E. Matthias, Pastor

COVENANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP

7510 Sleepy Hollow Rd. = Fairview, TN
37062 - (615) 799-2184

Ron Embry, Pastor

| E-mail: mhammond21@juno.com

| Washington
| CALVARY COMMUNITY CHURCH

¢ 2717 NE 3rd Ave = Camas, WA 98607

Texas

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

17000 Longenbaugh Dr. = Houston, TX
77095 « (281) 463-6600

Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor

E-mail: cce@christ-covenant-church.org
www.christ-covenant-church.org

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO

6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., #505
Houston, TX 77041 « (281) 859-0191
Manuel Montez, Pastor

WINTER 2006

. (360) 834-7522 - Scott Jones, Pastor

Wisconsin
NEW WINE
N5665 Shady Oaks Lane = Spooner, Wl

- 54801 (715) 939-0203 Bob Otto, Pastor

For more information on CSM's Contributing
Ministries Program, contact: P.0. Box 850067 «
Mobile, AL 36685-0067 » Toll-free: (888) 811-
2C5M « www.webmaster@csmpublishing.org

Itineraries

ANOINTED SPEAKER & MUSICIAN
Ronald Gray, Jim Newsom
Director of Missions  is a dynamic speak-
Growth for CSM’s er with an amazing
International life story. He is the

Outreach Ministries, is “on the Executive Director of Qutward

road,” encouraging Christians and Focused and ministers to pris-

churches. Ronald also leads short- oners and their families.

term mission trips to assist [OM

 For more information:

missionaries.

JAN. 7-10 « WATERBURY, CT
Living Faith Church,
Pastor Keith Stuarte
203.754.5940

JAN. 14 « LAKE WYLIE, 5C
Lake Wylie Christian Assembly,
Pastor Lewis Gunn - 803. 831.7036

JAN. 19-21 - ORANGEBURG, SC
Bethel Church
Pastor Joey Bozard » 803.534.0043

FEB. 6-13 « COSTA RICA
SAN JOSE AND LIMON
Worship Seminars

251.621.0983

FEB. 18-21 - SORRENTO, FL
Sorrento Christian Center
Pastor Earl Wright » 352.735.4447

FEB. 25 « HUNTSVILLE, AL
Living Word Church
Pastor George Waller + 251.881.2121

MAR. 1-2 « HATTIESBURG, MS i
IOM Regional Missions Conference, i z

G Te le » 251.621.0983 | it
e - The Nativity Story (PG)
MAR. 4-11 » FRONT ROYAL, VA NOW PLAYING
First Assembly of God .
Pastor David Sterling « 540.635.7153

MAR. 17-24 - COSTA RICA
Team from Living Word Church, i
Huntsville, AL to Costa Rica i
251.621.0983

APR. 29 « GRIFFIN, GA
Eagles Way Church
Pastor Buren Goss = 770.228.4699

' For more information:
; (251) 626-1777

| Rocky Balboa (PG)
© INTHEATERS DEC. 2

FOR THE COMPLETE AND UPDATED LISTINGS,
GO TO WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG
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exchange e euionatwork

Buying back .
yyo%r pbudget

The rewards of

..Is it worth it?

strategic planning
for your business

By Jonathan Simpson

© IFFISCAL YEAR AND
calendar year are the same
cycle in your business,
2007’s budget planning
process might well be at
hand for you. Pat yourself
on the back if you've
already dealt with it, but for
many businessmen and
women it looms, taunting
them, daring them to do
more than dutifully get out
their dart board and dust
off their crystal ball.

10 ONE-TO-0ONE THE PRINCE OF PEACE



“Get this formality out of the way, then its back to
business as usual” is the attitude taken as they file
into the conference room. You don’t need a crystal
ball to see those same perplexed prognosticators by

year's end disappointed with results, unhappy in their
work, and feeling less job security. If you can relate to

this from years gone by, here is your challenge: Buy
back your budget. Why use the words “buy back”?
Because it’s going to cost you. But, here’s the deal; it
will cost you more if you don't.

@ PLANNING

If you're with me up to this point, brace your-

self. You can’t take a serious crack at the budget with-

out first undergoing some strategic planning. This is
one of those “be strong and very courageous”
moments. Strategic planning does not happen in a
vacuum. With the right
group of people and
agenda, it will be enlight-
ening to examine who you
are, where you want to
go, what you're good at,
what you're not so good
at, what your competition
is doing, what your clients
are telling you, what the
market trends are, and
other key issues. Who
knows, maybe you'll discover an unmarketed service
that was a hidden profit center? But be prepared to
have your stored up, brilliant ideas tested. They
should be.
Before
your session
gets too
caught up in
blue sky or
down roads
to nowhere,
remember
this exercise

must be leading to a focus. You will soon be laying out
- and should be fully strengthened and which should be
' eliminated entirely.” (Note: the “hedgehog concept”

your budget, so the discussion should be directing
you toward where to invest company money so as to

WINTER 2006

Examine who you are...
Where do you want to go?

What are you good at? Not so good at?
What is your competition doing?
What are your clients telling you?
What are the market trends?

obtain the highest
return. You also are
trying to avoid being
blindsided midway
through the year, so,
for instance, when
your industry has
changed software,
you're not in a panic
playing catch-up.

@ YOUR BUDGET AS A GUIDE

When you are ready to put numbers to the plan,

- don’t view your budget as restrictive just because it is
giving you boundaries. It's there to guide you away

~ from pitfalls. It's a beacon calling you back when

- you're heading off course. Remember, money can be

reallocated during the year
1 when situations warrant.
Keep your original budget
on file, knowing that the
budget is really a living doc-
ument with flexibility
because you can't foresee
everything that is going to
come up. Plan to make
adjustments. A good budg-
et will require discipline,
provide accountability, and

be a motivational instrument so long as you keep it in
- front of you.

Should you find that income and expenses will run

closer than you thought, you will probably need to go
- a step further and project monthly cash flow. It’s bet-
- ter to know ahead of season if you'll need to make
loan arrangements.

In his book Good-to-Great, Jim Collins says: “In a

good-to-great transformation, budgeting is a disci-

- pline to decide which arenas should be fully-funded
- and which should not be funded at all. In other

~ words, the budget process is not about figuring out
" how much each activity gets, but about determining

which activities best support the hedgehog concept

ONE-TO-ONE 11



is about being the best at what you do, not just
good.) The author goes on further to give an illus-
tration using Kimberly-Clark, who decided to elimi-
nate their paper business, sell the mills, and invest
all of the money into emerging consumer business.
Budgets are great illustrators of opportunity cost.
Funding one area is a choice to not fund another.
Choose wisely.

“Kimberly-Clark decided to elimi-
nate their paper business, sell the

' mills, and invest all of the money

| into emerging consumer business.”

© THE COST

This is where we come back to the “it's gonna cost

you” part. When you tamper with the budget, you

are most likely making a change in the way someonef

does his or her job or maybe eliminating a job alto-

gether. When you cut their funding, be ready to hear

about it. Realize that you may be forcing change
upon yourself. Are you willing to pay the price? Will
you be able to per-
suade the once &
sunny, now sullen

faces around you

that you've made

the best decision

for the company? y - 7 T

If you mull all of J
this over and begin @
to doubt that you
are able to make the right decisions, don’t worry...

you're on the right track. You're probably right; you

may not be “smart enough.” Not on your own. Now
it's time to turn to the One who sees the beginning

and the end all at once, who has the power to bless,

prosper, and grant favor among men; who estab-
lished and rules the universe, yet cares about your
budget and your business. If He is for you, who can
be against you? Did He bring you this far to watch

12 ONE-TO-ONE

you drive off a cliff? No! We know that fruitless fig
trees anger Him, but God’s Word also tells us that
Jacob held on until he got the blessing.

Maybe you're not the only one on the strategic
planning team who realizes the need for wisdom and
discernment from the Father. Seek out that other
person or persons and pray together—but don’t stop
there. You'll need prayer throughout the year.

Have a blessed 2007, and be strong and courageous! €»

Jonathan Simpson is the Director of Development for CSM.

Continued from page 2

Dear Bro.Charles,

My father was a student at New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary, preparing to be a Baptist minis-
ter when he heard about the good things going on in
your church in Mobile. Over a few years, he visited your
church and sat under your ministry. In fact, you prayed
for him to receive the Baptism of the Holy Ghost. That
experience changed my father’s life.

Over the years, my dad made it a point to pray for
you and to support you. | am sure that you received
many letters and prayer cards from him. In fact, your
ministry sent flowers to his funeral when you heard of
his death in August of 2002.

Recently, some of my father’s land sold, and my sis-
ters and | agreed that Daddy would have liked nothing
better than for part of the proceeds to go to you in the
furtherance of your ministry.

May many more come to know Jesus because of
what you do and preach!

—Beverly M. Uvalda, GA

Dear Bro. Charles.

Your newsletters never fail to bring encouragement
into my spirit. | pray that God grant you long life and
bless you in every way.

—Pastor Daryl Bent

Cornerstone Community Church,
Floyds Knobs, IN

THE PRINCE OF PEACE




ANSWERS FOR

ALCOROL & DRUG

ADBICTIONS

R.W. Beckett Corporation
John D. Beckett, Chairman
P.0. Box 1289 - Elyria, OH 44036
(440)353-6203 = www.beckettcorp.com

Contractors of Today, Inc.
Gary Soutullo, Owner
P.0. Box 850941 - Mobile, AL 36685
(251)639-1578

Cornerstone Furniture Inc.

Quentin S. Mulder, Owner
915 Grand Rapids St. - Middleville, Ml 49333
(269)795-3259 - cornerstonefurniture.com

VRS Associates, Inc.
Marketing Communications DISCOVERY is fulfilling its mission: Empowering Lives to

Vivian Ruth S , Owner :
DR W st i e Change for Good through Principles that Produce

Louisville, KY 40207 Permanent Results.
(502)899-7613 » email: vrsinc@aol.com

Rt G NOW CHURCHES HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE.

Randal Clark, CEO/President

4t
EFk Krieuss, Challiman Hostir_g*a One Day Seminar & Discovery Dinner

1129 State Street Suite #3E
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

(877)875-6114 « axia-eft.com Ordering Gary’s book, Beyond Recovery, an

e-mail: rclark@axia-eft.com . . 3
ot el g g inductive workbook designed for small grougf |

Macleish Building, Inc. Supporting the future Discovery Rehab Facility in
Dan & Joyce MacLeish & e :
South Alabama through mission funds

Dan MacLeish Jr., Owners
650 E. Big Beaver #F

i n e To schedule Speaking, Leadership Consultation

(248)524-3244
or a Discovery Event, call: (251) 621-6633
The Discovery Thrift Store
Gary Browning, President/Director
Bob Swindle, Manager/Counselor
9908 County Rd. 64 - Daphne, AL 36526
(251)621-0682

Would you like your business listed in
Marketplace Exchange? Contact Jonathan
SImPSUn at: (251}633'?900, or via e-mail at: DISCOVERY BOARD MEMBERS:

jonathan.simpson@csmpublishing.org Charles Simpson, Gary Henley, Larry Sims, Gary and Linda Browning
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INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH

)
\1'

GOD’S RESPONSE TO THE NEED
 leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests
 through us the sweet aroma of the knowl-
' edge of Him in every place. For we are a

' fragrance of Christ to God among those

- who are being saved and among those who
are perishing” (2 Corinthians 2:14-15).

of humanity is a wonderful fragrance
both in heaven and earth. The apostle
Paul wrote, “Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us as a fragrant offering
and sacrifice to God” (Ephesians 5:2,
emphasis added).
In this passage, Paul is comparing

the sufferings of Christ on the Cross to

sacrifices of animals as described in
Exodus 29:18 and numerous other
places. Something was released in both
Old Covenant and New Covenant sacri-
fices which pleased God immensely.

However, Paul also said that a simi-

lar fragrance is released in the earth when i
| when Dean and Autumn Jordon went to

believers reach out to the lost around us.

14 ONE-TO-ONE

of this. However, as director of
the release of the aroma of Old Testament Tteinational Oupresch Misiseies
(IOM) for the past sixteen years, I

believe I have enjoyed something of the

~ in going to other nations and peoples.

the SWEET

&2

But thanks be to God, who always

I doubt that I grasp the full meaning

- same pleasant sensation as I have :
- watched numerous missionaries sacrifice

I recall the amazement of many

y SA0OO0Tof

How to
Complete the
- Great e
Commission
with Joy

~ the Congo with their six children. Dr.

Timothy Henry and his family have

~ served that country also in a medical clin-
- ic 600 miles from the nearest paved road.
- Congo is an extraordinarily difficult and

dangerous country, and they have

- endured two civil wars which killed more

than four million people. Today, both

- families are still there, and thousands of
 lives have been affected by the fragrance
 of their sacrifices.

ﬂ OTHER HEROES

Then there is “Linda” (not her real

" name) who went alone in her 40s to one
'~ of the toughest Muslim people groups in

Asia. She was expelled once, but went

THE PRINCE OF PEACE




back when the tsunami of December
2004 struck the very people group to
whom she was ministering; the terrible
wave destroyed virtually everything for
miles. Knowing the people, the terrain,
and the language, she guided recovery
ministries, and has also touched the lives
of the same people who expelled her a
few years ago.

I have been with Larry and Beverly
Neese in Kenya. In their late 50s, they
made a great sacrifice, saying their good-
byes to loved ones, including grandchil-
dren, so Larry could develop the success-
ful satellite schools of Kenya Ministry
Training Institute. Larry is a go-getter
who earned the name “Father Hurricane”
from the Kenyans. But I know that his
“hurricane” travels on arthritic knees
which give him constant pain.

“Ellis” was the pastor of a church he
had founded in the Northeast, when he
and his wife “Emma” (not their real
names) accepted an invitation to use
their skills as church planters in a vast
Muslim country. They left three grown
sons behind, took two daughters with
them, learned two different languages to
communicate, and have been harassed
by the government there for the past sev-
eral years. They also survived a midnight
attack by masked men who nearly killed
Emma with a hatchet.

In the midst of it all, they have
trained hundreds of young church
planters and touched thousands of lives
who might have never heard the name of
Jesus if the heavenly fragrance of this
family had not wafted through their
country. The same aroma also spilled
over into an adjacent and equally tough

country where teams now minister.
smile often when I think how God has
enjoyed the aroma of their sacrifice.

iﬁi‘ DISTRIBUTING GRACE

Evangelization does not happen
without sacrifice. The sacrifice of Jesus,

WINTER 2006

of course, is the basis of God’s forgive-
ness which we offer to others. But that
forgiveness would be offered to no one if
someone didn't lay aside their own secu-
rity, their preferences, their homes, their
families, their reputations, and their right

 to live in freedom. Paul, speaking of the
' sufferings of Christ, said, “Now I rejoice
' in what was suffered for you, and 1 fill up

' in my flesh what is still lacking in regard

" to Christ’s afflictions” (Colossians 1:24).

Did Paul mean that Christ’s afflic-

 tions were not enough to save us? No,

' on my part and yours, this wonderful sal-
- vation would never reach some others.

~ The Cross of Jesus was the point of

' redemption, but the cross borne by

' His followers becomes the point of
 distribution.

I could tell you dozens of other tales

' of sacrifice, but even these pale in com-
. parison to the 160,000 believers who are
- martyred every year for their faith in

Christ. Jesus” word to them is, “Rejoice
and be very glad, because great is your
reward in heaven, for in the same way

 they persecuted the prophets who were
 before you” (Matthew s:12).

Even giving to spread the Gospel
can be the source of a sweet aroma in

 heaven, if it is done with some sacrifice.
' Paul said to the Philippians who, by the
way, were the only church supporting
 him, “T received the gifts you sent. They

' are a fragrant offering, and acceptable

- sacrifice, pleasing to God.”

But later, speaking to others about

 the same Philippians givers, he said,

“Out of the most severe trial, their over-

 flowing joy and their extreme poverty

- welled up in rich generosity. For I testify

' that they gave as much as they were able,
- and even beyond their ability. Entirely on
 their own, they urgently pleaded with us
 for the privilege of sharing in this service
 to the saints. And they did not do as we
 expected, but they gave themselves first to

the Lord and then to us in keeping with
God’s will” (2 Corinthians 8:2-3).

These same Philippians were the ones

 to whom Paul gave the promise, “And my
he meant that without additional sacrifice
' His glorious riches in Christ Jesus”
- (Philippians 4:19).

God will meet all your needs according to

‘% THE REWARDS

Forgiveness is for those who believe;

 but the rewards go to believers who sac-
 rificially give to those in need, and who

go to those who have not heard! Jesus
said that the tiny gift of the widow at the

- temple was actually more than that given

by ALL the others, because it was sacri-
ficial (see Luke 21:2-4).

Because of sacrifices such as these I

 have listed, we live in an amazing day.

- More people place their faith in Christ

. each day than ever in history. The evan-
' gelical population of the world grows
 about 21,000 each day. Today, we are
 approximately one out of every eight

. people in the world.

Rejoice! You are part of the most

fruitful generation in history in fulfilling

 the Great Commission. The question is,

“How much a part are you?” Are you a

 source of fragrance, a part of the sacrifice

that is winning the world? Are you pay-
 ing a price for someone else’s salvation,

or just enjoying your own? €@

Gary Henley, the Director of International
Outreach Ministries, travels widely encourag-
ing missionaries around the globe.
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CaLmYouP !
Storm

]ll'ldlu} A Re {lu}( of Real [Peace in
he Illidst of 3. t{i( s blol s
-

Those storms you are facing are very real.
You need a real place of peace like never
before. In this new CD series delivered in

the midst of his own storms, CHARLES
SIMPSON shares an inspiring message of
hope about how the Prince of Peace desires
to bless you with His limitless supply.

CD 1: THE PRINCE OF PEACE « CD 2: PROSPERITY
Ask for DIIBP....comisicismmssns $16 (Plus $3 each Shipping and Handling)

NOW AVAILABLE FROM CSM PUBLISHING * To oroer visi: WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG

or call toll-free: (888) 811-2CSM Monday-Friday 8AM-5PM CST.

CHARLES SIMPSON MINISTRIES Non-Profit Org.

P.0. Box 850067 U.S. Postage

Mohile, AL 36685-0067 PAID
Mabile, AL

Permit No. 1325

Return Services Requested




