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“Dear CSM—Recently | have been challenged to increase my faith and would be very inter-

ested in any resources that CSM offers on the topic. We would also like to know when Bro. -
| Charles will be in our area. May God keep you in His amazing grace. [

(Editor's note: Please go to www.csmpublishing.org and click on “Ministry Store” for Charles’ latest release,

—~Wilma, B., PA

“Faith Works”. You can also see his latest travel schedule by clicking on the “Charles Simpson” tab.)

“Dear CSM—We highly respect your ministry and thank God for your anointed teaching. We
need people to be bold in Jesus in these days. God is so good.

—Dennis N., PA

We want to hear what is on your mind! We welcome your feedback, prayer requests, testi-
monies, and concerns. Please write to: CSM Publishing, P.0. Box 850067, Mobile, AL 36685-0067
0r, visit us online at www.csmpublishing.org. All emails and letters become the property of CSM
Publishing and may be edited for content and published.
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’J%nough the

forms

Trusting in the Lord and working together
cause families to overcome trials

By Stephen Simpson

One rule for writers is,
“Write what you know.” |
seem to be writing (and
speaking) a lot about storms
lately. Last year, as you are
aware, our area was hit with
four different tropical storms
or hurricanes; one, Katrina,
dealt the central Gulf Coast a
devastating blow. Of course,
storms come in all shapes and
sizes; some are of the weather
variety and others come in
the form of sickness, financial
difficulty, conflict, and other
trials.

What we have learned in
the face of storms, both natu-

ral and spiritual, is that not
only is Jesus “in the boat”
with us, but that He does care
for us in the midst of it all.
Furthermore, if we can be
sensitive to hear His voice, we
will learn how to stand with
others and bring them peace
and strength—even when the
winds of turmoil are howling
and the waters of fear are
rising.

Since Hurricane Katrina
struck in late August of 2005,
you, our readers, have
helped CSM to raise and dis-
tribute—directly and indi-
rectly—nearly $300,000 in

practical aid and support to
those most affected by the
storm damage. On behalf of
all of those reached, in
Louisiana, Mississippi, and
Alabama, we thank you and
we offer praise to God. Even
now, some support continues
to come in and we are distrib-
uting it as the Lord leads.
(Any funds designated for
Katrina Relief go directly to
assist storm victims—these
funds are over and above our
regular monthly financial
needs, which definitely con-
tinue as we meet many
opportunities worldwide.)

As the article by John
Feaver on this page attests,
the needs are still great. In
fact, CSM is partnering with
Covenant Church of Mobile
and with Christian Outreach
International to help meet
some of the specific needs
mentioned in John's article.

Standing together for a
great cause is what family is
all about, whether we are
speaking of natural family or

spiritual family. Recently, my
friend Bishop Levi Knox made
a profound statement: “The
Kingdom is extended through
covenant relationships.” |
believe he is exactly right. As
we stand together as the body
of Christ, and focus outward
on meeting practical needs,
we will yet see a great harvest
for the kingdom of God.
Storms will come. Scripture
and experience tell us this is
true. But we have a firm
foundation in Christ and in
our covenantal relationships
together that will bring us
through each and every trial.
God bless you, and thanks
again for standing with us.

@D

Stephen Simpson is the Editor of One-to-0ne
Magazine and serves as Pastoral Team Leader
for Covenant Church of Mobile. He also travels
and ministers. For more information, contact:
stephen.simpson@csmpublishing.org

or call (888) 811-2CSM.

Hurricane Update: New Jersey Church Offers Katrina Relief
How members of Long Branch Covenant Church have made a difference along the Gulf Coast By John Feaver

SHEETS OF RAIN AND STREAKS OF LIGHTNING GREETED OUR TEAM FROM LONG BRANCH (NEW JERSEY)
Covenant Church as we drove into Bayou la Batre, Alabama on a Sunday in late April. We
found our way to the church building where the Christian Outreach International (COI)
staff were waiting; Matt, Heidi, and Jeremiah from Canada and Ohio are twenty-somethings
who have given up the comforts of family and friends for months on end in order to be in

the Gulf Coast region, helping in whatever ways they can.

That evening, as the rain continued to come down in torrents, a call came in from a

local homeowner: “Could you put a tarp on my roof? It’s raining in my house!” “That’s odd,” A woman removes ruined belongings

said Matt, “we already put a tarp on her house.” He quickly realized that it must have
blown off, so on their one day off, he and Jeremiah drove over to replace the covering.

from her Bayou la Batre home.
Picture courtesy FEMA, 2006,

The next morning, Tony DiMauro and Ken Brynildsen started the project of removing that homeowner's leaking roof
and installing a new metal roof. Charles Harris, a professional electrician, and Dianne Waters began electrical work on a
house that has been loaned to COI. The COI staff hopes to stay there, as well as use it as a base for a children’s ministry that
Heidi is launching. While parents are often consumed with the challenges of recovering from losses of home, possessions,
and even jobs, children need to be able to enjoy their childhood by having a place to play together.
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continued on page 15
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CHURCHES REJOICE IN ADDITIONS; GOD REJOICES IN MULTIPLICATION. WHILE CHURCHES SEEK

to add members, the non-Christian world—especially the Islamic world—is multiplying. How

are they doing this? Families are having children—Ilots of children. The West mean-

while has de-emphasized family, having children, and is focused on population control.

Simultaneously, Western nations are importing
workers and the children of other nations in order to
sustain their economic growth and the retirement of an
aging population. While some multiply, we only add.

The Lord never entrus_ted
His plan to an institution

or an organization, but
always He trusted a
family.

The Church likewise adds or merely maintains, but
has forsaken God’s plan to multiply. We settle for
mere additions. How has this happened? It hap-
pened because we shifted the personal responsibility
to be fruitful from ourselves, individually, to the
church institutionally.

THE ORIGINAL COMMAND

In the beginning God created male and female and
said, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth” (see
Genesis 1:22). There are two very significant points to
note: God began with family and His intent was to fill
the earth through multiplication. It did not take long.
When one considers the duration of life back in those
days and the number of children that families typically
had, the result is obvious.

The Scriptures refer to the fact that the number of
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people multiplied rapidly. The fact that they lapsed
into sin does not obscure the reality that they were
filling the earth.

BEGINNING AGAIN

When mankind fell into sin and wickedness, God
started over, but again He started with a family.
Noah’s family built the Ark, was saved through the
flood, and continued the mission to fill the earth
through multiplication. For a second time the method
worked. Ham, Shem, and Japheth became the patri-
archs of nations.

When the time came to introduce the Holy Seed
into the human situation, God again ordained a father
and his family—Abraham and Sarah. The Lord
supernaturally gave them a son and the guarantee that
through their seed He would bless all nations. He
would, through a family,
fill the whole earth.

——

It is vital that we “h ,
take note that the prom- i :: "?eW famlly
ise to bless all nations Sighed to [
was given to a family bless all families. §
because family would That js our ;
be the means. The ;

mission. ”
Lord never entrusted :

His plan to an institu- “smae.

tion or an organization, —

but always He trusted a family. Long before Israel

became a nation, it was and still is a family.
Throughout history, humanity has sought to ignore

family tribe and race, but it continues to re-emerge.

Does this mean that to recognize racial difference is
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racism? No. While we are all equal
before God and should be before one
another, the recognition of family,
tribe, and race is a natural thing and
need not be a bad thing. However,

of God’s worldwide, external purpose.
THE NEW FAMILY

ly and natural race, but He came to

create a new family and new race.

Hebrews 2:10 says that He came to

bring many sons to glory.

Included among those sons were

people from every race and tribe.
Mark 3:31-35 records an occa-

ers came to “rescue” Him from the
overwhelming crowd that came to
Him for ministry. When He was
told that they were outside looking
for Him, He said, “Who is my moth-
er, brother and sister? He that does
the will of my Father!” In that
moment He translated natural family
principles into spiritual family.
Anyone could become part of His
immediate family by relating to the
Father and His will.

What is it that creates family? It
is fatherhood (see Ephesians 3:14).
Every time we say “Our Father, Thy
will be done,” and do so from the
heart, we are acknowledging that we
are one family through Jesus Christ.
His Father is our Father; we are His
brothers and sisters—His family. It
was to His family that He entrusted
His will and purpose.

His will covers how we relate to
Him, to the Father, to the Holy
Spirit, and to one another. It is not

6 ONE-TO-ONE

there is a family that supersedes natural
family, and it is the ultimate instrument

Jesus was born into a natural fami-

sion when Jesus’ mother and broth- .

e a adad

institutional membership: it is family
relationship. His will also covers
our relationship to His purpose in
the earth. It remains, as in the begin-
ning, “Be fruitful, multiply and fill the
earth.” It will bless all people groups.
The new family is designed to bless
all families. That is our mission.

HINDRANCES

What prevents us from our mis-
sion to multiply? There are several

issues that we must overcome: one is

our family divisions. The Scriptures
are clear—division prevents blessings
and the flow of blessings to others.

Our divisions are caused by sin,
self-seeking, pride, unforgiveness,
and viewing the Kingdom through
sectarian senses. Seeing the Kingdom
as a family rather than an organiza-
tion will help us to have a different
perspective. We do not need to attack
organizations or try to destroy them;
we simply must see each other as
brothers and sisters.

Another hindrance is placing the

responsibility to bear fruit on “the
group” rather than accepting it per-
sonally. “Let someone else have the
children,” is the attitude. Or, “let the
Church bear fruit.” But all of us as
brothers and sisters are called indi-
vidually to be fruitful and multiply
and fill the earth (see John 15:16).

Division and deflecting the mis-
sion are two major hindrances to the
purpose of God. Another issue is our
blindness to the multiplication of the
non-Christian world. Ignoring the
Word of God and call of the Spirit
has blinded us to reality. While we
struggle to get a few “additions” in
our churches, the secularists are mak-
ing converts and the Muslims are
multiplying. Christian Europe is
drowning in Islamic immigrants who
are multiplying. I am not attacking
Muslims here; I am simply pointing
out that they “get it” while most
Western Christians do not.

As I write this, millions of
Christian parents are sending their
sons and daughters off to institutions
dedicated to a secular if not atheistic
world-view. And those unsuspecting
students are being mentored by the
millions. Meanwhile their parents fail
to understand their own mission.

TRUE SONS

The apostle Paul refers to Timothy
as his “true son.” Then in 2 Timothy
2:2, he tells him to teach faithful men
who will teach others also. True sons
teach others to be true sons and
daughters. True sons are not merely
converts, they are faithful. Jesus and
the apostles were true sons and they
produced true sons. They set out to
fill the earth (see Matthew 28:18-20).

THE FAMILY MULTIPLIES



I applaud those who plant
churches with an outward focus.
However, I urge that we go beyond
planting churches, to planting sons
and daughters. Replicating our
structure is insufficient. We must
replicate family—sons and daughters.

Passing on sound doctrine and
historic creeds is important, but if
we do not become fruitful, doctrine
will become irrelevant.

GRACE IS PERSONAL

We have received grace from God
through Jesus Christ. We did not
get that grace as a group; we
received it personally. Grace is free,
but it places a demand upon us per-
sonally. “Unto whom much is
given, much is required” (see Luke
12:48). Each one of us will answer
personally for the grace of God. We
will not stand before Him as
Catholics, Baptists, or some other
group.

Grace contained is grace lost.
Grace is not a reservoir; it is a river.
“Praise God from who all blessings
flow.” Blessings must flow. We
were not chosen to simply be
blessed. We were blessed so that we
can bless others. The future belongs
to those who will bless others with
the Good News of God’s amazing
grace.

PRIVILEGE

I have written about the responsi-
bility to have children, but I want to
focus on privilege. It is more than a
duty; it is a great opportunity to see
our life in another person. To see our
children’s children is the promise of
God. To see them prosper and be
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fruitful and to be in good health is
life’s crowning joy.

Our family is blessed. Our chil-
dren are serving the Lord and are in
His family. So are our grandchil-
dren. Five of our grandchildren

were adopted into our family and
have been received into God’s family.
Three of them are Latin and two
others have a Jamaican background.
We see no difference in any of
them. The same grace flows
through them all.

We may not all have natural
children, but we can all have spiri-
tual sons and daughters. Through
them, we can be fruitful and multiply.
Carolyn and I are so blessed to
have spiritual sons and daughters in
many nations who are also having
sons and daughters. Whatever we
may achieve personally pales in
comparison to what these descen-
dants will achieve.

I urge you to review the original
purposes of God and His means to
achieve it. Be part of a spiritual
family and bring to our Lord by
bringing God’s grace to future
generations. €@

Charles Simpson is Editor-In-Chief of
One-to-One® Magazine. He ministers
extensively throughout the United
| States and among the nations.

Charles
Simpson
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JULY 16 * COSTA RICA j
Hugo Zelaya « 011.506.487.4002 - -
AUG. 4-6 * ST. CHARLES, IL q

New Life Church
Daniel Reynolds 630. 336.5949

AUG. 25-27 « RALEIGH, NC
Covenant Church International
Jim Sink « 919.846.8742

SEPT. 10 « MOBILE, AL
Covenant Church of Mobile
Stephen Simpson = 251.639.9020

SEPT. 15-17 « HOUSTON, TX

Christ Covenant Church
Dennis Jamison » 281.463.6600

SEPT. 23-25 « HATTIESBURG, MS

Grace Temple
Dwayne Higgason * 601.264.0593

OCT. 6-8 « BETTENDOREF, IA
River of Life Church
Jim Tully - 563.332.5585

0CT. 26-29 - COLUMBLUS, OH
ACM MEETINGS

Dennis Coll

DEC. 1-3 = MISSION VIEJO, CA

Saddleback Covenant Church
Kevin Davenport » 949.770.0291

DEC. 17 » MOBILE, AL
Covenant Church of Mobile
Stephen Simpson « 251.639.9020

For more information, call: i

(251) 625-2963. Dates subject to change. "™

Visit www.csmpublishing.org
for the most current listings.

ONE-TO-ONE 1



Canada

KINGSTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

P.0. Box 26015, 732 Milford Dr., Kingston,
Ontario K7M 4Y0 = (613) 384-1034 +
David Thompson, Pastor

E-mail: thomp@kingston.net

Alabama

COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt Rd. Mobile, AL 36695,
(251) 639-9020 - Stephen Simpson,
Pastoral Team Leader
katherine@covenantchurch.cc

California

SADDLEBACK COVENANT CHURCH

23401 Madero, Ste. A « Mission Viejo, CA
92691 » (949) 770-0291

Kevin Davenport, Pastor

E-mail: info@saddlebackcovenant.com
www.saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B = El Cajon, CA
92020 - (619) 442-7728 = Mark Hoffman
and David Hoffman, Co-Pastors = E-mall
www.foothillschurch.org

Connecticut

ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
P.0. Box 108, 980 Main St. Willimantic,
CT 06226 - (860) 456-2522 * Kevin
White, Pastor = E-mail: alcewilli@prodi-
gy.net « www, geocities.com/alccwilli

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
403 Church St. » New Britain, CT 06051
(860) 229-2083 « Ronald Brackett, Pastor

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
122 Colman St. « New London, CT 06320
(860) 447-3757 « Samuel Spatafore, Pastor

Florida

IGLESIA CRISTIANA CARIS

12200 S.w. 129th Ct. » Miami, FL 33186
(305) 235-4471 « Elkin Espinal, Pastor
Website: www.caris.org

MIAMI TEAM

Church: 25505 SW 126 Ct., Princeton, FL
33032 | Mailing: P.O. Box 924394 »
Homestead, FL, 33092-4394 - (305) 258-
2820, Joseph Holbrook, Director

E-Mail: josephholbrook@miamiteam.org

GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
2960 Plummer Cove Rd. » Jacksonville,
FL, 32223 « (904) 288-8808 » Pastors
Larry Broch; Billy Richards; David Eure
E-mail: grace@cxp.com
www.gracechapel.com

COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH

1007 Gospel Rd., Ft. Walton Beach, FL
32547, « (850) 863-1323 » Jim Grabo,
Pastor

Georgia
CHRISTIAN COVENANT CHURCH

1105 West 2nd Avenue « Albany, GA 31707

(229) 883-4334 + John Lowry, Pastor

FIND A CHURCH!

CSM’'S NATIONAL DIRECTORY OF
CONTRIBUTING MINISTRIES

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

P.0. Box 1286 « Suwanee, GA 30024,
(678) 442-0401 » John Duke, Jr., Pastor

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH

905 Betz Creek Rd. « Savannah, GA
31410 - (912) 897-6630

Douglas Patterson, Pastor

E-mail: douglaspatterson@earthlink.net

BOY WITH A BALL

P.0. Box 491207 - Lawrenceville, GA,
30049 - (866) 510-3688 + Jamie Johnson,
Director » losjohnson@boywithaball.com
www.boywithaball.com

Ilinois

SPIRIT OF GOD FELLOWSHIP &
RESTORATION MINISTRIES

16350 State St. = South Holland, IL
60473 (708) 331-1234 » Dr. John Sullivan
E-mail: jfsddsi@aol.com

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH

| 25361 Glen Park Rd. » Lombard, IL
| 60148 + (630) 6277202 » Randy Barr,

Pastor « E-mail: rbarr@folc.net
www.folc.net

lowa
MASON CITY COVENANT CHURCH

Church: 2402 S Federal Ave., Mason City, | g . y
| E-mail: james@victory-life.org

1A 50401 (641) 424-6339 - Mailing:

6 Hampshire Ct. « Mason City, 1A 50401
William Backlin, Pastor

E-mail: backlin6@mchsi.com

RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
4855 Forest Grove Dr., P.O. Box 347

i Bettendorf, 1A 52722 - (563) 332-5585
| Jim Tully, Pastor

¢ Kentucky

© NEW COVENANT CHURCH

© 1200 Jefferson St. » Paducah, KY 42001
+ (270) 575-3400 -, Mike Rothwell, Pastor
. E-mall: rothwell@nccpad.org www.ncc-
i pad.org

. NEW LIFE CHURCH

© 3402 Goose Creek Rd., » Louisville, KY,
40241 - (502) 426-3132 « Tim Parish, Pastor
. E-mail: timparish@newlifechurch-lou.org
- www.newlifechurch-lou.org

. WINCHESTER COVENANT CHURCH

. 142 E. Broadway = Winchester, KY 40391
. (859) 744-7453 » Stephen Humble, Pastor
. E-mail: ccf@ax.net-

- wwwweb.qx.net/shumble

. OUTWARD FOCUSED

. P.0. Box 22155 « Louisville, KY 40252-
. 0155 (502) 426-0685

. Jim Newsom, Executive Director

- E-mail: jimnewsom@hbellsouth.net

. www.outwardfocused.org

. Louisiana

- OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH

. P.0O. Drawer H + Oberlin, LA 70655

. (337) 639-4465 » William Currie, Pastor
| E-mail: wandtfam@cox.net

. COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

. 3113 Coteau Rd. - New Iberia, LA 70560
. (337) 367-5879 - Steve Hebert, Steward
. E-mail: vickil23@xspedius.net

Maryland

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
12411 Sussex Ln. « Bowie, MD 20715
(301) 262-3625 + Bruce Miller, Pastor

NEW HERITAGE CHURCH

9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B « Ellicott City,
MD 21042 - (410) 313-9660

Randy Reinhardt & Fred Lessans, Pastors
E-mail: newheritage@speakeasy.net
www.new-heritage.org

Massachusetts

COVENANT CHURCH

9 Westminster Ave. » Arlington, MA
02474 « (781) 646-9027 « Brian Emmett,
Pastor = E-mail: bemmet@cov.org
www.covmin.org

Michigan

ASSYRIAN MINISTRY

200 S. Hooker Ave. = Three Rivers, MI
49093 + (269) 279-2672

John Booko, Director

E-mail: revbooko@hotmail.com
www.assyria.freeservers.com

VICTORY LIFE CHURCH

6892 D Drive North « Battle Creek, M|
49017 » (269) 968-0045 « James
Sunnock, Pastor » www.ictory-life.org

| CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH

| 3433 South Lincoln Rd. - Mt. Pleasant,
| M1 48858 » (989) 773-1800

| Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor

. E-mail: cmce@sensible-net.com

| COVENANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH

| P.0. Box 4662 » East Lansing, MI 48826
. (517) 333-2583 « Norm Dufrin, Pastor

| E-mail: ndufrin@hotmail.com

. NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

. 4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy « Lansing, MI,
| 48917 - (517) 323-8180 = Pastor Fred
| McGlone / Pastor Jim Ryckman

. E-mail: fomcg3@aol.com

. NEW COVENANT CHURCH

| 2360 Opal Lake Rd. « Gaylord, MI, 49735
. (989) 939-7282 - Jeff Bennethum, Pastor
- E-mail: jeffoennethum@hotmail.com

- LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

¢ 2215 E. Michigan Ave. « Lansing, MI,
| 48912 « (517) 485-5483 + Malcom
 Magee, Pastor - www.libertycc.net

- COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

7700 West Blue Rd. « Lake City, MI
49651 - (231) 839-2244

| Scott Geodwill, Pastor

. E-mail: clife@netonecom.net

 THE MASTER'S CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

i 971 Dutton Rd. » Rochester Hills, Mi,

. 48306 - (248) 651-6785 - Dr. Loren

¢ Siffring, Pastor = E-mail: Loren@eesc.com

| NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF
| SOUTH EAST MICHIGAN

| 3302 Paint Creek Drive » Oakland

. Township, MI 48363 - (248) 693-1383

- Jim Bennethum, Pastor « E-mail:

- jim@newcovenantchristianchurch.com

 NEW COVENANT CHURCH OF
. WEBBERVILLE

7400 Stow Rd. « Fowlerville, M 48836

© (517) 468-3443 « Jeff Williams, Pastor
E-mail: jimk@tds.net

© OKEMOS CHRISTIAN CENTER
. 2630 Bennett Rd. - Okemos, MI 48864
(517) 336-4148 - Craig Dumont, Pastor

www.okemoschristiancenter.com

| AGAPE’ CHRISTIAN CHURCH

| 609 Cherokee » Kalamazoo, M| 49006
| (269) 385-5772 « Ron Vestrand, Pastor
| www. agapecc.com

| COVENANT FELLOWSHIP NEW!

. P.O. Box 484, Williamston, M| 48895
(517) 655-9131 Bill Michell, Pastor

: E-mail: gomichells@cs.com

! Mississippi

. COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

. P.O. Box 107 » McComb, MS 39648

. (601) 249-4854 « Michael T. McCarty,

. Pastor » E-mail: mmccartysr@pobox.com

. GRACE TEMPLE

| 1131 Richburg Rd. - Hattiesburg, MS
- 39402 - (601) 264-0593

| Dwayne Higgason, Pastor

. www.gracetemple.com

. NEW COVENANT CHURCH

| 200 W. Garrard Rd. - Starkville, MS
- 39759 -« (662) 323-4555

| Bill Murphy, Pastor

Missouri

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH

9018 Big Bend Blvd. « St. Louis, MO
63119 - (314) 963-1278

Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor

E-mail: pete753@earthlink.net
www.christthekinginfo.com

WASHINGTON BIBLE FELLOWSHIP

920 West 6th Street « Washington, MO
63090 » (636) 390-9106

Michael Ayers, Pastor
www.washingtonfellowship.org

Nebraska

COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

P.0. Box 34789 + Omaha, NE 68134
(402) 498-9819 « Mark Woodruff, M.D.,
Pastor, www.covenantfamilychurch.org

New Jersey

LONG BRANCH COVENANT CHURCH

252 Broadway, 2nd Floor = P.O. Box 4138
Long Branch, NJ 07740 « (732) 870-2028
Tony Moss, Pastor

E-mail: Lbcovenant@earthlink.net

New Mexico

CALVARY ASSEMBLY OF GOD

1105 N. Pate « Carlshad, NM 88220
(505) 885-9152 « Ralph Moats, Pastor

FOR THE MOST UP TO DATE INFORMATION, VISIT THE CSM WEBSITE AT WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG AND CLICK ON “FIND A CHURCH.”

8 ONE-TO-ONE

THE FAMILY MULTIPLIES



New York

FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
117/125 Main St. « Farmingdale, NY,
11735 (516) 293-1838

John Quince, Pastor

E-mail: jandj1960@juno.com
www.forministry.com/11735fcc

North Carolina

BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH

P.0. Box 3178 - Shelby, NC 28151

(704) 481-0990 « Harry J. Gregory, Sr.,
Sr. Elder-Apostle

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Road + Granite Falls, NC
28630 - (828) 396-7690 « Terry Neal,
Pastor « E-mail: cfs@conninc.com

Ohio

COVENANT FAMILY FELLOWSHIP

3948 Carson Salts Springs Rd. » Newton
Falls, OH 44444 - (330) 872-7060 + Dane
Price, Pastor « E-mail: pastordane@aol.com
www.covfam.org

NEW WINE COVENANT COMMUNITY

4770 Indianola Ave., Suite 140 Columbus,

OH 43214-1862 « (614) 785-9232
Michael Cook, Pastor
E-mail: mcook@Sowers.Us

CIRCLEVILLE CHRISTIAN
6985 Tarlton Rd. = Circleville, OH 43113
(614) 474-7984 « Contact: Church Office

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

5550 Lancaster Newark Rd. N.E.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148 « (740) 862-
6443 Dennis Coll, Pastor

E-mail: covenantchristian@earthlink.net
www.covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY

925 W. Hopocan Ave. - Barberton, OH
44203 - (330) 825-9603 « John Akins
and Joe Schoblocher, Pastors

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES

925 W, Hopocan Ave. « Barberton, OH
44203 - (330) 706-0952 « John Akins,
President

Oklahoma

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

3106 N. Utah « Oklahoma City, 0K 73112
(405) 943-5939 « Dwight Cunkle, Pastor
www.covenantlifechurch.com

Tennessee

ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH

1000 Woodridge Place » Mt. Juliet, TN
37122 » (615) 754-7035 - Larry Grainger,
Pastor = www.alcmtjuliet.com

COVENANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP

7510 Sleepy Hollow Rd. « Fairview, TN
37062 « (615) 799-2184

Ron Embry, Pastor

Texas

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

17000 Longenbaugh Dr. » Houston, TX
77095 + (281) 463-6600

Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor

E-mail: cce@christ-covenant-church.org
www.christ-covenant-church.org

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO

6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., #505
Houston, TX 77041 - (281) 859-0191
Manuel Montez, Pastor
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| COVENANT CHURCH OF SAN ANTONIO

4218 Thousand Oaks « San Antonio, TX

| 78217 + (210) 655-9788 - Boyd Bien,
| Pastor www.covenantonline.org

CROSSROADS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
- P.O. Box 3652 « Midland, TX 79702
. (915) 682-2190 = Cecil Robinson, Pastor

.~ FOUNDATION MINISTRIES
. P.0. Box 291130 » Kerrville, TX 78029
- (817) 444-6475 - Rene Brown, Director

i COLLEYVILLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

© 3508 Glade Rd.  Colleyville, TX 76034
- (817) 354-5757 « Carter Foster, Pastor

- E-mail: carterfoster@pastor.com

| www.ccfdfw.com

- EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES
- 5411 McPherson Rd., #84-102

Laredo, TX 78041 « (715) 635-7824

| Terry Everroad, President
| E-mail: terry@everroad.com

i Virginia

| HARVEST CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

| 5Serene Ct. » Stafford, VA 22556

| (571) 334 8951 « Matt McNally, Pastor
- E-mail: matt@provisiondent.com

 HARVEST INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES
. 5 Serene Ct. » Stafford, VA 22556

(540) 286-1560 + Jim and Sean McNally,

. Pastors = E-mail: harvestjiim@aol.com

. YADA INTERNATIONAL

. c/o Bradley Stuart

. 5Serene Ct. - Stafford, VA 22556
. E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com

| wwwyadainternational.com

HERITAGE HARVEST FELLOWSHIP

37825 Hyatt Lane « Purcellville, VA

| 20132 (540) 668-6043
| Gary Bergel, Pastor/Director
. E-mail: BergelFam@aol.com

| OAKBROOK CHURCH

| 1700 Reston Pkwy « Reston, VA, 20194
| (703) 437-4900 - Dan Wolfe, Pastor

| E-Mail: dan@oakbrookchurch.org

www.oakbrookchurch.org

| GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH

| 8910 E. Pocahontas Trail

| Willamsburg, VA 23187 - (757) 565-0801
! Thomas McCormick, Pastor

| E-mail: patme@tni.net

| VINE COVENANT MINISTRIES

- 420 Hudgins Rd.

| Fredericksburg, VA 22408

| (540) 548-8456

| James E. Matthias, Pastor

. E-mail: mhammond21@juno.com

i Washington

| CALVARY COMMUNITY CHURCH

| 2717 NE 3rd Ave » Camas, WA 98607
| (360) 834-7522 - Scott Jones, Pastor

For more information on CSM's Contributing
Minsitries Program, contact: P.0. Box 850067 «
Mabile, AL 36685-0067 « Toll-free; (888) 811-
205M « www.webmaster@csmpublishing.org

Itineraries

Jim Newsom
is a dynamic speak-
er with an amazing
life story, He is the
Executive Director of Outward
Focused (formerly Rivers of
Living Waters Ministries and
Equipping Grace Ministries),
and ministers to prisoners and

their families.

JULY 21-23
WILLIAMSBURG, VA
Church of The Blessed Redeemer
Father Michael Pacella
(757) 345-2051

JULY 28 TO AUGUIST 4 « ALASKA
Alaskan Cruise Teaching Seminar
Hitch Family Singers

AUGUST 5 » LOUISVILLE, KY
New Life Church
Senior Pastor Tim Parish
(502) 426-3132

AUGUST 1112 -
CLAIRSVILLE, OH
Belmont Correctional Institution
Chaplain Burger
(740) 695-5169 x 2534

AUGUST 13 « PITTSBURGH, PA
Good Shepherd Church
Senior Pastor Rick Waiter
(724) 746-1448

AUGUST 19-20 « MOBILE, AL
Covenant Church of Mobile
Pastor Stephen Simpson
(251) 625-2856

AUGUST 25-28 EL CAJON, CA
Foothills Christian Fellowship
Pastor Mark Hoffman
(619) 442-7728

For more information:

CRILENE )

,
|
i

ANOINTED SPEAKER & MUSICIAN
Ronald Gray,

Director of Missions
Growth for CSM’s
International

Outreach Ministries, is “on the
road,” encouraging Christians and
churches. Ronald also leads short-
term mission trips to assist IOM

missionaries,

JULY 5-15 « HATTIESBURG, MS
TO POLAND

Team from Grace Temple
(251) 621-0983

JULY 20-27 - JULY 29-AUG 5

TEAMS TO COSTA RICA
Medical Team from Eagle’s Way
Team from River of Life
(251) 621-0983

SEPTEMBER 3 « ST. LOUIS, MO
Christ the King Church
Pastor Michael Peters

(314) 963-1278

SEPTEMBER 10 » MCCOMB, MS
Covenant Family Church
Pastor Michael McCarty

(601) 249-4854

SEPTEMBER 17 « BARBERTON, OH
Emmanuel Christian Assembly
Pastor Joe Schoblocher
(330) 825-9603

SEPTEMBER 18-30 » KENYA*
Kenya Ministry Training Institute
Kitale, Kenya
(251) 621-0983
*tentative

OCTOBER 15 * CHARLESTON, SC
First Assembly of God
Pastor Charles Taylor

(843) 766-2902

' Fnr. more information:
(251) 626-1777 |

FOR THE COMPLETE AND UPDATED LISTINGS,
GO TO WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG
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@marketplace
exc ha llge the revolution at work

A First-Hand Report at
Economic Revival and
Entrepreneurial Shepherds

By Jonathan Simpson

THE “WHITE EAGLE” IS
Poland’s oldest national
symbol dating back over
1,000 years; it also graces
the national coat of arms.
Legend has it that Lech, an
early founder and Slavic
tribe leader chose the sym-
bol after watching the
majestic bird circle and
nest in a large oak tree.

He declared to his people
that they too would make
their “nest” in the same
region and embrace the
White Eagle as their sym-
bol. And so it followed that
the White Eagle was adopt-
ed by subsequent ruling
Kings, forbidden later by
the conquering Russians,
Prussians, and Austrians
and forced underground
during WWII by Nazi and
Russian occupants.
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It wasn't until 1989 with the rise of the Solidarity
Movement and the collapse of Communism that the
proper White Eagle emblem was fully restored and now
proudly displayed. The unifying symbol has long been
a reminder of freedom, especially during times of
oppression. To this day, the eagle has endured and, as
the Polish National Anthem proclaims, “Poland has not
yet perished!”

MOUNTING UP ON WINGS

“Life on Wings” is a historical sermon given by Ern
Baxter. In it he said:

"Like the eagle, we are built to soar on the
currents and know the secret of the wind.”

"The eagle must go higher than any other bird.
We are built for high places.”

"An eagle doesn’'t flap up. An eagle is built for
better things. 'You shall mount up with wings...."
Not flap up, but mount up.”

"There the eagle stands on a rock, batting his
eyes, waiting. But as that eagle poises on the rock,
he is waiting for something. He is waiting for the
right breeze to come.”

In this article, | want to share with you about
Poland and our recent mission trip there. | believe
there is a breeze coming in Poland and there are
eagles ready to mount up.

POLE POSITION

Today, Poland stands in contrast to much of
Western Europe. For starters, Poland has maintained a
very limited immigration population. Ninety-five percent
of those inside the country are Polish. Poland has not
undergone the recent demographic shift brought on by
immigration noted in certain western European
nations, and has not had to bear the societal strains that
can go along with it like, for instance, The Netherlands has.

Some of this has been due to the developed West's
greater job opportunities and lax attitude toward
immigration. While Poland has not had to worry so
much about who is coming in across the border, there
has been concern over the thirteen million Poles who
have immigrated elsewhere, leaving the homeland
often in search of work.

So what market advantage might Poland have?
Consider the following excerpts taken from a
Washington Post article entitled Europe’s Capitalism
Curtain by Steven Pearlstein:

“A curtain has descended across Europe. On one
side are hope, optimism, freedom and prospects for a

SUMMER 2006

better life. On the other side, fear, pessimism, suffocat-
ing government regulations, and a sense that the best
times are in the past. This is not the same “iron cur-
tain” famously described by Winston Churchill at the
outset of the struggle against communism. But it is a
psychological barrier demarking the part of Europe
that is embracing global capitalism, and the one that
wishes desperately that it would go away. This time,
however, it is the East that is likely to prevail.”

“The secret isn't just lower wages. It's also the atti-
tude of workers who take pride and are willing to do
what is necessary to succeed, even if it means out-
sourcing parts of production or working on weekends
or altering vacation schedules—things that would
almost certainly trigger months of acrimony and nego-
tiation in western Europe.”

“It's not the dream of riches that animates the peo-
ple of Wroclaw so much as the determination to work
hard, sacrifice what needs to be sacrificed, and change
what needs to be changed in order to close the gap
with the West. It is that pride and determination, says
Wroclaw's mayor, Rafal Dutkiewicz, that explain why
they are such a threat to the “leisure-time society” that
exists in much of western Europe.”

Recent investors in Poland such as Hitachi, Proctor
and Gamble, Bridgestone, Accenture, and Microsoft
must also agree. Had these depositors been consider-
ing a move toward western Europe instead, surely the
recent labor protests in France and the western
European demonstrations for “job security” would have
made them think again.

Poland’s last 15 years have seen a huge shift into
market privatization, but closing the gap on the West
will take awhile. Though it has become a European
Union member, the World Bank estimates it may need
30 years to catch up with the other EU nations. Of
course, that would depend on whether or not other EU
nations will maintain certain growth levels. As of late,
Poland has been turning in 4-6% growth rates, and
real estate prices are on the rise; however, unemploy-
ment has been markedly high at 19%.

Look for Poland’s unemployment to reduce as it
positions itself as a “go to” country for service industry
outsourcing and gains strength in exporting machinery
and transportation equipment. Also look for more
investment from the United States as goodwill toward
Poland grows.

Furthering the point of the East/West European
contrast, of Poland’s 39 million residents, 95% claim
Catholic allegiance; approximately 60-75% of these
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attend mass regularly. Western Europe, on the other
hand, is hard pressed to find a country with 10% regular
church attendance. Perhaps with Protestant Germany to
the West and Orthodox Russia to the East, Poland was
more inclined toward Catholicism. Most certainly, the
popularity of Pope John Paul I, who grew up just out-
side of Krakow, further bolstered the Catholic Church’s
position in Poland.

ENTREPRENEURIAL SHEPHERDS

Our friend Rev. Ron Gray, who has led previous trips
to Poland and who frequently ministers abroad, headed
up our eleven member team. Once on the ground, we
divided into 3 smaller teams. Yes, this was a “mission”
trip, but not in the “traditional” sense: two of our three
teams were there to share on biblical business princi-
ples, while the third was focused on education. The
churches where my team shared used the opportunity
as an outreach in the community for those who were
interested or in the process of starting their own business.

Because of Poland's recent Communist past, being a
Christian and a business owner can seem like conflicting
ideas. Our desire was to encourage them to step out,
share some of our experiences, and try and answer
questions they might have. After a few days there, |
came to see those who were starting businesses as pio-
neers because they did not have the advantage of learn-
ing from someone who had “been there”. | also realized
that these pioneers would someday become mentors.

How I got to Poland is a story that goes back before
my time. During the Cold War and the days of the Iron
Curtain, our longtime friend Goos Vedder was traveling
to communist controlled countries, ministering and
delivering Bibles. Much fruit has come from those days.
Today Goos is a father in the Lord to many in Eastern
Europe and in particular to those pastors | met with in
Poland. Let me introduce you to two of them.

Leshek lives in Strzelce Opolskie. For sixteen years,
before the church began, one elderly man in the town

- 5 faithfully prayed that a church
would come. Today, Leshek’s
small but enthusiastic church is
the answer to that prayer.
Leshek has a true pastor’'s heart
and particularly a burden for
men. While staying there in
Strzelce, besides speaking at his
church, Leshek scheduled us to
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visit two other churches in neighboring cities. One was
in the large city of Wroclaw and the other was a church
where Leshek knew the pastor, and the congregation
needed encouragement. Late at night, when we would
conclude our time together, he would go home to study.
He was continuing his education. “I am always asking
my congregation to stretch themselves and grow, | must
do the same,” he said. | enjoyed my time with Leshek so
much that | have forgiven him for getting me to eat bull
stomach soup!

After staying in Strzelce, we took a train to Torun and
visited with Jacek’s church.

| met Jacek two previous
times, once in the home of
Brother Goos where we celebrated
American Thanksgiving over an
Indian meal. We had already
become fast friends. Torun is a
beautiful city. It was preserved
during the war and is now a col-
lege town. Jacek's church is young
and reaches out to many college students. Jacek has a
powerful testimony of God touching and saving him. He is
hungry for leadership training materials and has translated
and distributed many CSM materials into Polish.

Besides pastoring, Jacek owns his own import/export
and cosmetics businesses and employs a sales force com-
plete with company vehicles. Jacek believes in making room
for leadership in the church and is actively raising up leaders.

Both Leshek and Jacek are in their early-to-mid 30s.
They, along with pastor Sygmunt in Sczezcin (the last city
we visited on our trip, and pictured below with Ron Gray),
are close friends. |was
impressed by their unity and the
way they honored each other
when they spoke of one another.
They are the fruit of many years
of sowing, and they are now bear-
ing fruit themselves. These men
are eagles. They understand the
wind currents and are mounting
up. They are not scared to reach out in new in and different
ways because they want to fly higher.

Please remember them in your prayers, and, as
Brother Ern said, “Nest high!” &

Jonathan Simpson is the Director of Development for CSM.
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R.W. Beckett Corporation
John D. Beckett, Chairman
P.0. Box 1289 - Elyria, OH 44036
(440)353-6203 » www.beckettcorp.com

Contractors of Today, Inc.
Gary Soutullo, Owner
P.0. Box 850941 - Mobile, AL 36685
(251)639-1578

Cornerstone Furniture Inc.
Quentin S. Mulder, Owner
915 Grand Rapids St. - Middleville, Mi 49333
(269)795-3259 « cornerstonefurniture.com

VRS Associates, Inc.
Marketing Communications
Vivian Ruth Sawyer, Owner

615 Breckinridge Lane, Ste. 100

Louisville, KY 40207

(502)899-7613 + email: vrsinc@aol.com

Axia Merchant Services
Randal Clark, CEO/President
Erik Krueger, Chairman
1129 State Street Suite #3E
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(877)875-6114 -« axia-eft.com
e-mail: rclark@axia-eft.com
e-mail: ekrueger@axia-eft.com

MacLeish Building, Inc.
Dan & Joyce MacLeish &
Dan MacLeish Jr., Owners
650 E. Big Beaver #F
Troy, MI 48083-1432
(248)524-3244

The Discovery Thrift Store
Gary Browning, President/Director
Bob Swindle, Manager/Counselor
9908 County Rd. 64 » Daphne, AL 36526
(251)621-0682

Would you like your business listed in
Marketplace Exchange? Contact Jonathan
Simpson at: (251)633-7900, or via e-mail at:
jonathan.simpson@csmpublishing.org
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ANSWERS FOR

ALCOHOL & DRYUG

ADDICTIONS

DISCOVERY is fulfilling its mission: Empowering Lives to
Change for Good through Principles that Produce
Permanent Results. $

NOW CHURCHES HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE.
« Hosting a One Day Seminar & Discovery Dinner

* Ordering Gary’s book, Beyond Recovery, an
inductive workbook designed for small groups

* Supporting the future Discovery Rehab Facility in
South Alabama thr%Ugh mission funds

« To schedule Speaking, Leadership Consultation
or a Discovery Event, call: (251) 621-6633

DISCOVERY BOARD MEMBERS:
Charles Simpson, Gary Henley, Larry Sims, Gary and Linda Browning
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Revolutionary
Reformation in

How to reach “the unreachable” by getting out of the box sy cary Henley

WE ARE PRIVILEGED TO LIVE IN THE MOST PROLIFIC HOUR OF THE
"mission” of Jesus' followers in history. However, much of
the amazing expansion of the Gospel witness is coming in
revolutionary ways—ways that break through the barriers of
cultures, yet often surprise Western evangelical believers.
Today, more people are becoming followers of Christ every
day than ever before; but the "means" of doing so are
requiring God's people to let go of expectations and require-
ments which could lock others out of the blessings of God.

The call to take the blessings of God to all the world was
first given to Abram. God told
Abram to trust Him, to leave his
home, and to go to a new, strange
place. In Genesis 12:1,2, He prom-
ised that Abraham's family would
become a great nation and would
eventually take the blessings of
God to all nations. The family of
Abram did become a great
nation, but for centuries they
failed to take the benefits of
God's promise to other nations.
This was because they wanted to
own God and his blessings as their
possession, and because they
became so religiously rigid they
loaded the blessings of God with "baggage"—extra-scriptural
elements of their culture which made it difficult for people of
other cultures to embrace the blessings.

Today, much of the Church, and even much of the mod-
ern "missions" movement, struggles with these same issues.
However, when and where we "get back to basics," millions
of people around the globe are finding the blessings of God
through Jesus within their own culture.,

For example, Jesus told his disciples to make disciples of
people of every ethnicity and culture. Today, there are thou-
sands of Muslims who are becoming followers of Isa al
Masih (Arabic for Jesus Messiah.) Yet, these disciples remain
in their culture with little, if any, resemblance to Western
Christians. Many of them continue to meet in mosques on
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This is a brand new Internet Cafe being finished in a small Arab
town in an anonymous country, This is typical of the explosion
of the Internet among Arabs today. picture courtesy Gary Henley

Fridays, just as some first-century converts from Judaism
met in Synagogues on Saturday. Similar observations coul.
be made of thousands of other ethnic groups—they gathe
and worship Jesus in forms almost entirely unrecognizable
to traditional Christendom. This is called contextualization
of the message, applying it within the context of a culture.

In mission, real contextualization points us toward the
mission models of the apostolic church. Paul said, "To the
Jews, | became as a Jew, in order to win Jews.... | have
become all things to all men so that by all means | might

win some. (1 Corinthians 9:20-23).

Ours is not the first generation to
be forced to think in new ways. In the
early 1800's, some missionaries
began to see that the aim of mission
was to start churches that would start
churches that would start churches—
churches that were self-sufficient, and
totally indigenous in appearance and
activity. "Missions" which adapted to
these principles gave birth to the
"people movements" described above,
movements which are now reaching
Chinese, Hindus, and Muslims in
record numbers.

Obviously, this kind of mission requires a new kind of mis-
sionary. We need to think "out of the box." Charles Simpson
has compared the Western model of "the church in the box"
to what he calls "the church of the vine"—the organic,
family-model church knit together by relationships. These
are the kinds of churches that can flourish in the tougher
places today. Here are just a few of the new types of mis-
sionaries needed today:

Y are missionaries who have experienced
this kind of relational church life, and who can model and teach
that concept in other cultures. Extended circles of relationship
are the normal pattern of life in many cultures, and these readily
become the environment for discipling new believers who, in
turn, can become leaders of their own relational circles.
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- are persons
with expertise who can develop businesses which are
more than just a "cover" for missionaries to obtain a
visa. A "Kingdom Business" is defined as one that
equally produces converts and profits—profits that can
change local economies. A Kingdom Business can ben-
efit local believers, and also secure the favor of gov-
ernments who might otherwise resist mission efforts.
For example, IOM workers, whose business is building
homes in one nation, are also reaching leaders in that
Culture.

=) live outside of
the country or culture they are reaching, but augment
the efforts of indigenous believers through strategy,
counsel, or technology. An example would be Matt
Brennan, who leads 10M's "eBridge," our Arabic lan-
guage Internet outreach. Matt provides the technolo-
gy to support the efforts of Arab Muslim-background
believers. They have a unique ability to tell the Gospel
to their own people. As cultures discover the Internet,
electronic media may be to the mission reformation
today what the printing press was to the Reformation of
the sixteenth century.

i< are indigenous believers
who find ways to proclaim Christ to their resistant cul-
tures. One such man was a Syrian soldier who met
Christ while fighting against Israel. Today, as an Arab
follower of Isa al Masih, he has written and published
popular novels for the Arab world. This placed him in
a position to publish the Gospels in Arabic with notes
answering the questions Muslims ask when reading
those books. These are sold with his novels through-
out the Arab world. He has also gathered the network
of Arab believers who are providing the evangelistic
content for eBridge.

The faith of Christ is infinitely translatable; it cre-
ates a place to be "at home" in any culture. The
challenge of twenty-first century mission is for each
church to embody that truth within each unique cul-
tural context. Achieving that will require new think-
ing at every level, a revolutionary reformation of
mission as we have known it. &

Contact Gary at: 251.626.9992.
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Gary Henley, the Director of International Outreach Ministries, is avail-
able to speak in your church about mission to Islam and to all the world.

Hurricane Update—continued from page 3

Before leaving NJ, a number of intercessors from the church
had expressed an urgency about praying for the team during the
week. Even as the name of Christ is being lifted up in the region
due to the many Christians pouring time and money into the
relief work, there is evidence of spiritual opposition.

For example, the ignition on Jeremiah's truck came apart in
his hands on their first morning. He called Mike, an experienced
mechanic, who outlined the repair process. Charles chimed in:
“Let’s just pray!” which the team promptly did. Just two minutes
later, the ignition was working....and it continued to work the rest
of the week!

On another day, Andrew was pulling a rafter off a house, and
it fell onto his face. Although the board had many nails, none
touched him. He shrugged it off and kept working, not mention-
ing it to anyone else. Minutes later, | received a call from his wife
Gail, who was holding the fort back in NJ. She mentioned several
people had told her they were praying for the team. | relayed this
to Andrew and the others, and Andrew realized he had just expe-
rienced protection as a direct answer to those prayers.

A few of the team members had come down with another
team in December, 2005, when they did a “mud-out” of another
Bayou la Batre house (literally digging out mud and hauling
water-soaked possessions to the curb for disposal), installed sub-
flooring, and removed ceiling tiles in Robin’s house, and distrib-
uted food and clothing in nearby Biloxi, Mississippi. Encountering
the extent of the physical and emotional damage caused by the
hurricane was deeply moving. The team was impressed by the
gratitude of the people for being alive, and for whatever posses-
sions they still had. Over and over, they were thanked for coming
down to make a difference in the lives of others.

The team all came home in December with a desire to return.
Some of them were able to come again this time; others are
planning to go down to New Orleans in July with the youth group
from the Shrewsbury Assembly of God church.

As we looked around, we saw many signs of hope. Bayou la
Batre itself, which was virtually a ghost town in December, had
many more businesses open, and lots of traffic on the roads. The
December “mud-out” house had lights on one evening as we
drove by. Biloxi has managed to remove most of the piles of
debris, although many lots are still empty except for the ubiqui-
tous trailers.

One thing is clear: for the churches of America, the opportu-
nity to serve the people of the Gulf Coast is far from over. Willing
volunteers are needed with a wide range of skills. Money is need-
ed to pay for building materials to enable homeowners to return
and try to regain their lives. We cannot just assume that local,
state or even federal government will be adequate to address the
overwhelming scope of the devastation. God has opened the door
for us to show the world that our faith is accompanied by works
of love and compassion.

Questions can be directed to John Feaver at Long Branch
Covenant Church, 732-870-2028, Ibcovenant@earthlink.net . €&
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