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“Dear Charles (CSM): | am writing to thank you for your years of faithful service and the
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financially to your ministry. | want you to know that | minister to men on a regular basis.
| often borrow an idea or get a thought while reading (your material) that ministers to
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In times of turmoil, followers of Jesus Christ must have

wisdom and take action By Stephen Simpson

THOSE WHO KNOW ME WELL
know that | am a “news junkie.” :
My library is stocked with :
numerous books dealing with
current events and cultural

trends and my internet

azines, and blogs. Most morn-
ings, | take a few moments to

peruse our daily paper, plus one |

or two national newspapers;
and most evenings, | take the
opportunity to catch some of

the television news and com-

mentary shows.

Of course, being a resident of |
the Gulf Coast, you can bet that |
| keep up with the Weather |
Channel, especially during this :
ging in” for an hour on a

season of the year!

Above all, | want my primary
life compass to be the leader-
ship of the Holy Spirit and the -
wisdom provided by the Bible.
One of my favorite Scriptures |
concerns the testimony of the |
Sons of Issachar, “..who had |
understanding of the times, to -
know what Israel ought to do...” -

AUTUMN 2006

(1 Chronicles 12:32).

The prophet Daniel said, “the

of a permanent fellowship,
rather than a temporary “plug-

Sunday.

Fellowship and relationship
require commitment and inten-
tional communication—so does

Christians are not “in the

Not only !
did these men know “current
events,” but they had wisdom
from God to interpret these
events, and they knew the
~ proper course of action to take.
favorites list includes every |
major news network, plus web- RELATING AND ACTING
sites of numerous world news-
papers and wire services, mag- i

The
Weather
Channel

weather.com

but they don’t even seem to
know where the stadium is.
This is a tragedy that will pro-
duce more tragedies if some- it will take great exploits in

- order to win the coming battles.
It reminds me a bit of one of

- my favorite recent news head-
 lines: “Woman Crashes Car While
- Teaching Her Dog to Drive.” A :
people who know their God
shall be strong, and carry out
great exploits” (Daniel 11:32).
We are called to act-not ran-
domly or rashly—but in a way
that proceeds out of our rela- |
 tionship with God. Jesus calls |
" us in John 15 to abide in Him, so |
' that we might bear good fruit in
our life. It is out of abiding that .
fruit comes; and abiding speaks |

thing doesn’t change soon.

ty, giving their time and ener-
gies to activities that are not

was a wake-up alarm.

since hit the “snooze button.”

REVERSING TROUBLING
TRENDS

Demographers estimate that

- at present, America is 36%
' Evangelical Christian. But in the
~ emerging generation, that num- | -
' ber plunges to 4%. Can you |
staying informed. Way too many |

{FHURRICAN
AUTHORI

. For more on this topic..."
imagine the implications for our 4 gy THOEN
. nation and our world if that WHAT Now =k :
game.” I've heard my Dad say
that oftentimes, not only are

some believers not in the game,

. | BY STEPHEN SIMPSON
trend continues? We are called

to know God and carry out great = S
exploits—one reason is because |

Here at CSM, we are commit-
ted to reach this emerging gen-
eration with the Good News of

_ Christ's Kingdom, and to do all

lot of folks today are in unreali- that we can to equip and inspire

- disciples worldwide for Jesus.

- Please continue to stand with us
only irrelevant and fruitless, but - iy your prayers and in your giv-

maybe even dangerous. A little :

more than five years ago, many Lord about how you can more

commentators told us that 9/11 completely engage the young

If so, people around you who will be

many American Christians have | the shapers of tomorrow. In this

- vital task, we must not fail. €

ing, and continue to seek the

| Stephen Simpson is the Editor of
| One-to-One and Pastoral Team Leader
i of Covenant Church of Mobile. He is

also available for ministry in your city.
For more information, contact Betty

| Duke: bettydukecsm@aol.com or call

(251) 633-7900.

B CD Now Available
From CSM Publishing

(888) 811-2CSM or CSMPUBLISHING.ORG
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self-serving. How should we respond in this time and how should we

approach the issues?

How to know the
difference between
partisan agendas
and God’s purpose

the agenda and methods of our Lord Jesus.

understand the temptation.

AS I WRITE THIS ARTICLE, THE UNITED STATES

“ Is once again in the heat of an election season, and a very critical one. The air

* is filled with debate, charges and counter-charges, most of them partisan and

er and commentator. I am 6g years old and remember lis-
tening to him when I was in my mid-teens. One of his

. broadcasts is called, “The Rest of the Story.” In 1996, on

Having been partisan myself at times, I

that program, he featured a prayer given by Rev. Joe

- Wright, before the Kansas State Senate. Wright pastors

What does it mean to be partisan? It is simply com-
mitting to one party’s agenda to the neglect of an objective
view. What does it mean to be prophetic? It is the abili-
ty to represent the voice of God. While we may support a |

particular party due to its candidates or platform, the

prophetic motive responds to a higher purpose and more -
noble approach. The prophetic purpose is not “down and

dirty.” It is speaking the truth in love.

A PROPHETIC PRAYER

ONE-TO-ONE

Central Christian Church in Wichita. Here is the prayer:

Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask your
forgiveness and to seek your direction and guidance. We
know your Word says, “Woe to those who call evil good,” but
that is exactly what we have done. We have lost our spiritu-
al equilibrium and reversed our values.

We have exploited the poor and called it the lottery. We

have rewarded laziness and called it welfare. We have killed
- our unborn and called it a choice. We have shot abortionists

- Paul Harvey has been for many years a noted news cast-

and called it justified. We have neglected to discipline our

POLITICAL OR PROPHETIC?

PROP

It is easy to get caught up in someone else’s |
agenda and forget the fact that we are called to |
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children and called it building self-esteem.

and called it ambition.

HE 0y mIgh expression. We have ridiculed the time-hon-

ored values of our forefathers and called it enlightenment.
« ‘Search us, oh God, and know our hearts today; cleanse us
- from every sin and set us free. Amen!

Some walked out during the prayer, but Central
Christian received 5,000 phone calls, and all but 47 were

- through Moses, judges and later, kings. The foundation

We have abused power and called it politics.
We have coveted our neighbor’s possessions

for that rule was the law of God: Love and honor God,
family, and neighbors. The law was given to govern lives

for two primary reasons: Man’s tendency to sin and

We have polluted the air with profanity and
pornography and called it freedom of

from the example of “theocracy” that
- we witness today. Jeremiah 31:31 makes
positive. Paul Harvey’s program received his largest |

Israel’s immaturity (see Galatians). The law was to func-
tion in a similar way to parents, teaching right and wrong,
and punishing offenders.

However, the Old Covenant pres-
ents God as good and merciful, not
belligerent and harsh. His motive is
redemption. This is very different

it clear that God’s ultimate purpose is to write His law in our
hearts. In other words, His Kingdom

response ever. In my view, Pastor
Wright was prophetic; he prayed :F'
from a righteous perspective, and |~
addressed the moral issues of our |
time. }
I have voted a certain way since |
my first opportunity to vote. My vote |
is based upon pro-life, pro-family, |
pro-security, and pro-economic |
stewardship viewpoints. I have |
sometimes been disappointed, but |
my standard is moral, not partisan.
While I may advocate a partic-
ular candidate or party, I do not use

“God’s ultimate purpose |
s to Write His law
on our hearts.
His Kingdom will be

internal, not external. |

the pulpit for partisan purpose and I try not to attack those
who differ with me. I seek to focus on Christ’s Kingdom
in our lives versus advocating the idea that a political party

will solve our problems.

THEOCRACY

y would be a good thing. The problem is,

and it displaced a secular government.
Neither Iran nor the world has benefited
from that move. Why? The answer is
because the “god” that they follow supports
oppression, fear, and terrorism. I believe that

A |
Iran’s President
Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad

resentatives of God. If the Iranian leaders had their way, the
“ entire world would be ruled in the same manner.

- ment by and for the peo-
- ple. It is bottom up. The
- structure of the govern-

The word theocracy is not a bad one, though it is often |
used in a bad way. It is simply government by God. That |

‘ will be internal and not external; it
gets into us.

' Some secularists in America accuse
. Christians of wanting a theocracy.
They point to fundamental Islamists
and compare us to them. But they
would first need to compare Jesus
Christ to terrorists. There is no com-
parison. Furthermore, the Lord said
that His Kingdom was not of the

It gets Into us!” - world. In Christ’s Kingdom, we are

. all kings and priests. He reigns by

love, not law.

DEMOCRACY

Democracy is govern-

ment of the United States
is more properly understood as a republic. That is, we

select leaders who govern by constitutional law. The

whose God would it be? The primary theo-
cratic example set before us today is Iran.
The Islamic revolution was “theocratic” |

strength of a republic is its people. The weakness is also
its people. In other words, a democracy or a republic is no
better than the people it produces.

Ezekiel 22 reminds us that leaders come from among
the people—in any system. In the example that Ezekiel
uses, the people, the prophets, the princes and the priests

- were corrupt and self-serving. The nation fell. The best
%  strategy for any culture is to produce high-quality off-
“' . even many Muslims would question that they are in fact rep-

spring. Changing governments without changing people

will prove futile.

-Old Testament Israel was also a theocracy, ruled by God

Ours is a nation moving more and more toward popular
public opinion, which is all too often formed by secularism

POLITICAL OR PROPHETIC?
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and hedonistic entertainment. In addition, we are becoming diverse aﬂd’tﬂbr
istic, equating all kinds of moral notions and religions. We seem to have less and
less in common and needing more and more laws to bind us together. '

Some struggle to remind us of our heritage and call us back to a healthier
time of God-fearing and family health. But happy days are not here again.
Has the Church failed? Should we go quietly into the night? Can we func-
tion in the twenty-first century environment? Let me remind you that our
environment s far less hostile than the one our Lord faced, the early Church
faced, or is faced by most of our brothers and sisters around the world today.
We cannot regain the past; we should not fear the future. We should seek the
One who “rules in the affairs of men” and represent Him to our world.

CHURCH

The Church is the body of Christ; as such, we must take a fresh look at
His victory and the victory of the early Church. It was prophetic, it could not
be merely partisan or depend upon a political salvation.

Whatever political side one may choose, some Christians will be on the other
side. Thus our efforts are often divided, confused, and neutralized. Emotions
will run high and rhetoric will be often extreme. We must rise above this.

There are some things that we can do to be light and salt in our culture

2006
MINISTRY
ITINERARY

OCTOBER 26-29 | COLUMBUS, OH
ACM Meetings
Dennis Coll « 740-862-6443

NOVEMBER 12 | ST. LOUIS, MO
Christ the King Church
Michael Peters « 314-963-1278

NOVEMBER 17-19 | TORONTO, CANADA

(see Matthew 5:13-16):

* Pray for your leaders and the elections this autumn.

. * Trust God in all things. He knows the end from the beginning
(see Romans 8:31-37).

* Let your life be an influence; demonstrate your faith.

* Be informed theologically, biblically, and on current events.

* Learn how to articulate what you believe and do it with grace.

* Seek God as to how to vote—and vote!

« Bear in mind that our leaders will reflect the people
that we produce on a daily basis—not a lot better
or a lot worse. :

* Pray for those who are giving their

Heights City Church
Raul Tulle » 904-420-0229

DECEMBER 1-3 | MISSION VIEJO, CA
Saddleback Covenant Church
Kevin Davenport * 949-770-0291

DECEMBER 17 | MOBILE, AL
Covenant Church of Mobile
Stephen Simpson » 251-639-9020

For more information, call:
(251) 625-2963. Dates subject to change.

lives for our freedom.

Visit www.csmpublishing.org
for the most current listings.

I hope that you are involved in maintain-
ing freedom that God has given to us, and in
affecting the nation. It is a divinely given priv-
ilege. But in it all, know the difference between
a partisan agenda and God’s prophetic purpose—
commit to the latter. Don't allow partisanship to divide the body of Christ
and keep the spiritual issues in focus.

In closing, I do pray, God bless America, and may He be exalted among
all the nations... and God bless you! @

Charles Sim PSON is Editor-In-Chief of One-to-0ne Magazine. He ministers extensively throughout the
United States and among the nations.
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KINGSTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

P.0. Box 26015, 732 Milford Dr., Kingston,
Ontario K7M 4Y0 » (613) 384-1034 «
David Thompson, Pastor

E-mail: thomp@kingston.net

Alabama

COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt Rd. Mohile, AL 36695,
(251) 639-9020 « Stephen Simpson,
Pastoral Team Leader
katherine@covenantchurch.cc

California

SADDLEBACK COVENANT CHURCH

23401 Madero, Ste. A » Mission Viejo, CA
92691 « (949) 770-0291

Kevin Davenport, Pastor

E-mail: info@saddlebackcovenant.com
www.saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH

350 Cypress Ln. Ste. B = El Cajon, CA
92020 - (619) 442-7728 * Mark Hoffman
and David Hoffman, Co-Pastors » E-mail
www.foothillschurch.org

Connecticut

ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
P.0. Box 108, 980 Main St. Willimantic,
CT 06226 « (860) 456-2522 « Kevin
White, Pastor « E-malil: alcewilli@prodi-
gy.net =« www. geocities.com/alccwilli

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
403 Church St. = New Britain, CT 06051
(860) 229-2083 » Ronald Brackett, Pastor

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
122 Colman St. « New Londoen, CT 06320
(860) 447-3757 « Samuel Spatafore, Pastor

Florida

IGLESIA CRISTIANA CARIS

12200 SW. 129th Ct. = Miami, FL 33186
(305) 235-4471 » Elkin Espinal, Pastor
Website: www.caris.org

MIAMI TEAM

Church: 25505 SW 126 Ct., Princeton, FL
33032 | Mailing: P.0. Box 924394 -
Homestead, FL, 33092-4394 - (305) 258-
2820, Joseph Holbrook, Director

E-Mail: josephholbrook@miamiteam.org

GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
2960 Plummer Cove Rd. = Jacksonville,
FL, 32223 - (904) 288-8808 - Pastors
Larry Broch; Billy Richards; David Eure
E-mail: grace@cxp.com
www.gracechapel.com

COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH

1007 Gospel Rd., Ft. Walton Beach, FL
32547, « (850) 863-1323 + Jim Grabo,
Pastor

Georgia

CHRISTIAN COVENANT CHURCH

1105 West 2nd Avenue = Albany, GA 31707
(229) 883-4334 - John Lowry, Pastor

CONTRIBUTING MINISTRIES

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
| P.0. Box 1286 - Suwanee, GA 30024,
¢ (678) 442-0401 « John Duke, Jr., Pastor

. ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH

| 905 Betz Creek Rd. - Savannah, GA

- 31410 - (912) 897-6630

. Douglas Patterson, Pastor

- E-mail: douglaspatterson@earthlink.net

- BOY WITH A BALL

. P.0. Box 491207 » Lawrenceville, GA,

30049 - (866) 510-3688 - Jamie Johnson,
Director » losjohnson@boywithaball.com
www.boywithaball.com

illinois

SPIRIT OF GOD FELLOWSHIP &
RESTORATION MINISTRIES

16350 State St. = South Holland, IL
60473 (708) 331-1234 « Dr, John Sullivan

+ E-mail: jfsddsl@aol.com

. FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH

| 25361 Glen Park Rd. + Lombard, IL

: 60148 » (630) 627-7202 » Randy Barr,
. Pastor - E-mail: rbarr@folc.net

www.folc.net

lowa

MASON CITY COVENANT CHURCH

Church: 2402 S Federal Ave., Mason City,
1A 50401 (641) 424-6339 - Mailing:

6 Hampshire Ct. - Mason City, 1A 50401
William Backlin, Pastor

E-mail: backliné@mchsi.com

RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH

i 4855 Forest Grove Dr., P.O. Box 347
Bettendorf, 1A 52722 - (563) 332-5585
| Jim Tully, Pastor

. Kentucky

. NEW COVENANT CHURCH

© 1200 Jefferson St. = Paducah, KY 42001
: (270) 575-3400 =, Mike Rothwell, Pastor
. E-mail: rothwell@nccpad.org www.ncc-

pad.org

NEW LIFE CHURCH

3402 Goose Creek Rd., = Louisville, KY,
40241 - (502) 426-3132 - Tim Parish, Pastor
E-mail: timparish@newlifechurch-lou.org
www.newlifechurch-lou.org

WINCHESTER COVENANT CHURCH

142 E. Broadway * Winchester, KY 40391
(859) 744-7453 « Stephen Humble, Pastor
E-mail: ccf@qx.nets
www.web.gx.net/shumble

- OUTWARD FOCUSED

: P.0. Box 22155 + Louisville, KY 40252-
| 0155 (502) 426-0685

+ Jim Newsom, Executive Director

. E-mail: jimnewsom@bellsouth.net

. www.outwardfocused.org

FIND A CHURCH!

CSM’S NATIONAL DIRECTORY OF

Louisiana

OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH

P.0. Drawer H » Oberlin, LA 70655

(337) 639-4465 « William Currie, Pastor

E-mail: wandtfam@cox.net

. COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

. 3113 Coteau Rd. « New Iberia, LA 70560
| (337) 367-5879 - Steve Hebert, Steward
- E-mail: vicki1l23@xspedius.net

. Maryland

. CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

- 12411 Sussex Ln. = Bowie, MD 20715
- (301) 262-3625 + Bruce Miller, Pastor

NEW HERITAGE CHURCH
i 9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B + Ellicott City,
. MD 21042 - (410) 313-9660

: Randy Reinhardt & Fred Lessans, Pastors

E-mail: newheritage@speakeasy.net
www.new-heritage.org

! Massachusetts

| COVENANT CHURCH

9 Westminster Ave. « Arlington, MA
02474 = (781) 646-9027 « Brian Emmett,
. Pastor = E-mail: bemmet@cov.org

| WWw.Covmin.org

: Michigan
. ASSYRIAN MINISTRY

200 S. Hooker Ave. » Three Rivers, Mi
49093 = (269) 279-2672

John Booko, Director

E-mail: revbooko@hotmail.com
www.assyria.freeservers.com

VICTORY LIFE CHURCH
6892 D Drive North « Battle Creek, MI

i 49017 - (269) 968-0045 + James

. Sunnock, Pastor » www.ictory-life.org

. E-mail: james@victory-life.org

- CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH

. 3433 South Lincoln Rd. « Mt. Pleasant,
. MI 48858 - (989) 773-1800

. Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor

: E-mail: cmcc@sensible-net.com

© COVENANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH

P.0. Box 4662 » East Lansing, M|l 48826

. (517) 333-2583 » Norm Dufrin, Pastor
| E-mail: ndufrin@hotmail.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy « Lansing, MI,
48917 » (517) 323-8180 + Pastor Fred
McGlone / Pastor Jim Ryckman
E-mail: fbomecg3@aol.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
2360 Opal Lake Rd. - Gaylord, MI, 49735

| (989) 939-7282 + Jeff Bennethum, Pastor
: E-mail: jeffbennethum@hotmail.com

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

2215 E. Michigan Ave, « Lansing, MI,

© 48912 - (517) 485-5483 - Malcom
. Magee, Pastor + www.libertycc.net

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
. 7700 West Blue Rd. + Lake City, M
| 49651 - (231) 839-2244

Scott Goodwill, Pastor

. E-mail: clife@netonecom.net

THE MASTER'S CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

i 971 Dutton Rd. - Rochester Hills, MI,
. 48306 - (248) 651-6785 -« Dr. Loren
| Siffring, Pastor « E-mail: Loren@eesc.com

| NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF
| SOUTH EAST MICHIGAN

| 3302 Paint Creek Drive » Oakland

i Township, MI 48363 - (248) 693-1383

¢ Jim Bennethum, Pastor « E-mail:

. jim@newcovenantchristianchurch.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH OF
| WEBBERVILLE

7400 Stow Rd. - Fowlerville, MI 48836

* (517) 468-3443 - Jeff Williams, Pastor
- E-mail: jimk@tds.net

OKEMOS CHRISTIAN CENTER
© 2630 Bennett Rd. » Okemos, MI 48864
. (517) 336-4148 » Craig Dumont, Pastor

www.okemoschristiancenter.com

- AGAPE' CHRISTIAN CHURCH
| 609 Cherokee « Kalamazoo, MI 49006

(269) 385-5772 « Ron Vestrand, Pastor
WWW. agapecc.com

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP

P.0. Box 484, Williamston, M| 48895
(517) 655-9131 Bill Michell, Pastor
E-mail: gomichells@cs.com

 Mississippi
. COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

P.0. Box 107 = McComb, MS 39648
(601) 249-4854 « Michael T. McCarty,

¢ Pastor » E-mail: mmccartysr@pobox.com

| GRACE TEMPLE
- 1131 Richburg Rd. » Hattieshurg, MS

39402 - (601) 264-0593
Dwayne Higgason, Pastor
www.gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
200 W. Garrard Rd. - Starkville, MS
39759 » (662) 323-4555

. Bill Murphy, Pastor

Missouri

. CHRIST THE KING CHURCH

| 9018 Big Bend Blvd. - St. Louis, MO
63119 + (314) 963-1278

: Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor

E-mail: pete@ctkchurch.net
www.ctkchurch.net

WASHINGTON BIBLE FELLOWSHIP

920 West 6th Street » Washington, MO
63090 - (636) 390-9106
Michael Ayers, Pastor

| www.washingtonfellowship.org

Nebraska
COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH
P.0. Box 34789 - Omaha, NE 68134

¢ (402) 498-9819 « Mark Woodruff, M.D.,
. Pastor, www.covenantfamilychurch.org

¢ New Jersey

| LONG BRANCH COVENANT CHURCH

| 252 Broadway, 2nd Floor = P.O. Box 4138
. Long Branch, NJ 07740 - (732) 870-2028
. Tony Moss, Pastor

- E-mail: Lbcovenant@earthlink.net

| New Mexico

| CALVARY ASSEMBLY OF GOD

- 1105 N. Pate « Carlsbad, NM 88220

¢ (505) 885-9152 - Ralph Moats, Pastor

FOR THE MOST UP TO DATE INFORMATION, VISIT THE CSM WEBSITE AT WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG AND CLICK ON “FIND A CHURCH.”
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New York

FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
117/125 Main St. = Farmingdale, NY,
11735 (516) 293-1838

John Quince, Pastor

E-mail: jandj1960@juno.com
www.forministry.com/11735fcc

North Carolina

BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH

P.0. Box 3178 = Shelby, NC 28151

(704) 481-0990 - Harry J. Gregory, Sr.,
Sr. Elder-Apostle

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Road « Granite Falls, NC
28630 - (828) 396-7690 « Terry Neal,
Pastor « E-mail: cfs@conninc.com

Ohio

COVENANT FAMILY FELLOWSHIP

3948 Carson Salts Springs Rd. = Newton
Falls, OH 44444 - (330) 872-7060 « Dane
Price, Pastor + E-mail: pastordane@aol.com
www.covfam.org

NEW WINE COVENANT COMMUNITY
1215 Polaris Pkwy. Suite 214 Columbus,
OH 43240-2037 + (614) 785-9232
Michael Cook, Pastor

E-mail: mcook@Sowers.US

CIRCLEVILLE CHRISTIAN
6985 Tarlton Rd. « Circleville, OH 43113
(614) 474-7984 « Contact: Church Office

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

5550 Lancaster Newark Rd. N.E.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148 « (740) 862-
6443 Dennis Coll, Pastor

E-mail: covenantchristian@earthlink.net
www.covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY

925 W. Hopocan Ave. - Barberton, OH
44203 - (330) 825-9603 + John Akins
and Joe Schoblocher, Pastors

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES

925 W. Hopocan Ave. = Barberton, OH
44203 ~ (330) 706-0952 = John Akins,
President

Oklahoma

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

3106 N. Utah - Oklahoma City, OK 73112
(405) 943-5939 - Dwight Cunkle, Pastor
www.covenantlifechurch.com

Tennessee

ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH

1000 Woodridge Place = Mt. Juliet, TN
37122 -« (615) 754-7035 = Larry Grainger,
Pastor » www.alcmtjuliet.com

COVENANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP

7510 Sleepy Hollow Rd. = Fairview, TN
37062 - (615) 799-2184

Ron Embry, Pastor

Texas

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

17000 Longenbaugh Dr. = Houston, TX
77095 = (281) 463-6600

Dennis Jamison, 5r. Pastor

E-mail: cce@christ-covenant-church.org
www.christ-covenant-church.org

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO

6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., #505
Houston, T 77041 » (281) 859-0191
Manuel Montez, Pastor
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- COVENANT CHURCH OF SAN ANTONIO

. 4218 Thousand Oaks « San Antonio, TX
. 78217 » (210) 655-9788 - Boyd Bien,

- Pastor www.covenantonline.org

. CROSSROADS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
. P.0. Box 3652 + Midland, TX 79702
| (915) 682-2190 - Cecil Robinson, Pastor

FOUNDATION MINISTRIES
. P.0. Box 291130 -+ Kerrville, TX 78029
| (817) 444-6475 - Rene Brown, Director

i COLLEYVILLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

¢ 3508 Glade Rd. = Colleyville, TX 76034

- (817) 354-5757 « Carter Foster, Pastor

. E-mail: carterfoster@pastor.com
www.ccfdfw.com

. EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES

| 5411 McPherson Rd., #84-102

| Laredo, TX 78041 - (715) 635-7824
i Terry Everroad, President

| E-mail: terry@everroad.com

Virginia
. HARVEST CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

5 Serene Ct. « Stafford, VA 22556

. (571) 334 8951 - Matt McNally, Pastor

E-mail: matt@provisiondent.com

HARVEST INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES
5 Serene Ct, = Stafford, VA 22556

! (540) 286-1560 + Jim and Sean McNally,
| Pastors » E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com

YADA INTERNATIONAL

c/o Bradley Stuart

- 5 Serene Ct. » Stafford, VA 22556
. E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com
| www.yadainternational.com

HERITAGE HARVEST FELLOWSHIP
37825 Hyatt Lane « Purcellville, VA
20132 (540) 668-6043

Gary Bergel, Pastor/Director
E-mail: BergelFam@aol.com

- OAKBROOK CHURCH

. 1700 Reston Pkwy = Reston, VA, 20194
. (703) 437-4900 - Dan Wolfe, Pastor

. E-Mail: dan@oakbrookchurch.org

. www.oakbrookchurch.org

. GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH

{8910 E. Pocahontas Trail

| Willamsburg, VA 23187 - (757) 565-0801
. Thomas McCormick, Pastor

. E-mail: patmc@tni.net

- VINE COVENANT MINISTRIES

© 420 Hudgins Rd.

: Fredericksburg, VA 22408

| (540) 548-8456

i James E. Matthias, Pastor

. E-mail: mhammond21@juno.com

i Washington

- CALVARY COMMUNITY CHURCH

. 2717 NE 3rd Ave - Camas, WA 98607
| (360) 834-7522 « Scott Jones, Pastor

¢ Wisconsin

| NEW WINE

i N5665 Shady Oaks Lane « Spooner, WI
. 54801 (715) 939-0203 Bob Otto, Pastor

For more information on CSM's Contributing
Ministries Program, contact: P.0. Box 850067 «
Mobile, AL 36685-0067 « Toll-free: (888) 811-
205M » www.webmaster@csmpublishing.org

Itineraries

er with an amazing

life story. He is the
Executive Director of Outward
Focused (formerly Rivers of
Living Waters Ministries and
Equipping Grace Ministries),
and ministers to prisoners and

their families.

OCT. 13-15 - HONEY BROOK, PA
Honey Brook Church
Missions Conference

Dave Stoltfus « 610.273.4326

OCT. 20-21 « ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OH

Belmont Correctional Institution
Chaplain Burger
740.695.5169 Ext. 2534

OCT. 22 - PITTSBURGH, PA
Good Shepherd Church
Pastor Rick Waiter - 724.746.1448

NOV. 4-8 - COLUMBIA, PA

Grace Evangelical
Congregational Church
Skip Snyder = 717.684.5342

NOV. 10-11 » LOUISVILLE, KY

New Life Mens' Retreat
Pastor Tim Parish = 502.426.3132

NOV. 1719 « FRACKVILLE, PA

Mahanoy Correctional Institution
Chaplain Zieset = 570.773.2158

NOV. 19-20 « YORK, PA
Zion Church

DEC. 8-10 - FARMINGDALE, NY

Farmingdale Christian Church
Pastor John Quince + 516.293.1838

=
- For

more information:

is a dynamic speak-

|| ANOINTED SPEAKER & MUSICIAN

Ronald Gray,

Director of Missions
Growth for CSM’s

International

Outreach Ministries, is “on the
road,” encouraging Christians and
churches. Ronald also leads short-
term mission trips to assist [OM

missionaries.

OCT. 15 » CHARLESTON, SC
First Assembly of God
Pastor Charles Taylor = 843.766.2902

OCT. 22 « TALLAHASSEE, FL
Evangel Assembly of God
Pastor Teryl Todd - 850.385.1815

NOV.5 AM « MT. JULIET, TN
Abundant Life Assembly
Pastor Larry Grainger = 615.754.7035

NOV. 5PM = ASHLAND CITY, TN
Gateway Assembly of God
Pastor Terry Bailey = 615.792.5978

NOV. 11-12 - MONROE, LA
Monroe Covenant Church
Pastor Bob Clanton - 318.387.4005

NOV. 18-19 = HOPKINSVILLE, KY
Bridge of Hope Fellowship
Pastor Roy King « 270.885.3205

NOV. 26 + PASCAGOULA, MS
The Worship Center
Pastor Horace Vinson = 228.762.7228

DEC. 3 « CITRONELLE, AL
Celeste Road Church
Pastor Tom Dees = 251.866.5117

2007

JAN. 7-10 -+ WATERBURY, CT
Living Faith Church
Pastor Keith Stuarte » 203.754.5940

| For more information:
; (251) 626-1777

FOR THE COMPLETE AND UPDATED LISTINGS,
GO TO WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG
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marketplace
exc h a "ge the revolution at work

An exploration into biblical

stewardship and eco- frlendly =N
economics |

IT COULD GET

THE “GREEN MG

prominence m“Europe New Zealand
and Australia in the 1970’s and became
known for its support of environmental
and anti-war causes. By the mid-80’s,
the Green Party had established itself
as a political force in Western Europe
and the United States, and largely
shaped the positioning of “environmen-

By Jonathan Simpson ; . .
Y P tally friendly” politics and business.

POLITICAL OR PROPHETIC?




Today, there are “green-affiliated groups” worldwide. To

their constituents, “multi-national” and “globalization” are
code words for evil. The message they have managed to con-

vey to the market is: forget your company’s bottom line, save |
“Mother Earth.” Given the choice, business entrepreneurs

and executives decided to keep putting food on the table and
ensure job opportunities for others. Meanwhile eco-terrorists
who busy themselves burning SUV’s and throwing molotov
cocktails during WTO protests foster an increasingly radical
and dangerous image for themselves, making for an easy dis-
missal of green initiatives by many mainstream business and
political leaders.

Green vs. Growth
Setting politics aside for a moment, consider what Yale
Online reports regarding a study conducted by Golden State
University lasting two years, wherein the environmental
records for 243 Fortune 500 companies were examined. The
researchers found that

. firms with the highest

‘
‘ E'g.ht out of ten returns on their assets had
environmentally built reputations of going
sound companies | 2bove and beyond their
outperform their competitors in pollut‘ion
2 . control or waste reduction.
higher-polluting Similarly, another recent
counterparts.” study at Vanderbilt
' University found that

eight out of ten environ-
mentally sound companies outperform their higher-polluting
counterparts. One reason: “If you're less wasteful, you're prob-
ably running a lean operation.”

Efficiency is the major intersection for the business and
Green-minded. Case in point: the Feb-March, 2001 story
from National Wildlife, of carpet manufacturer Interface,
“that was excreting hundreds of gallons of wastewater and
about goo tons of pollutants each year. Then in the mid-
1990s, the company began experimenting with new ideas-from
spinning polyester out of discarded soda bottles to running
looms with solar power to cut waste and decrease harmful
emissions by more than half. In six years, such innovations
saved the firm about $114 million.”

With an eye on competition, some CEQ’s are beginning
to ask, “Can going ‘green’ help my company earn more green
dollars, or at least keep me out of the red? Will it buy my com-
pany more good will in the community?” Call it a “lighter
shade of green,” but when corporations take this approach,
isn’t it a win-win for all?

Grayer on the Other Side

The lines are blurring somewhat between the globalists
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and the greens.

Although some of the ideas are very controversial, econo-
mists such as Thomas Friedman are serving up some food for
thought and giving us new terms such as “neogreen” (the
overlap of neoconservatives and greens). Friedman, a recently
self-proclaimed neogreen, has been a huge proponent of
breaking America’s “oil addiction,” as President George W.
Bush has frequently referred to it. Understandably, Friedman
receives a cold reception to his proposal for a one dollar per-
gallon gasoline tax on American drivers. People tune in, how-
ever, when Friedman points out how oil impacts our foreign
policy. (And no, this is not where we go off on the Iraq “war
for oil” debate.)

Friedman is asking, why should the U.S. hope for change
in places such as Sudan and Iran, when U.S. oil consumption
leads to higher oil prices, which in turn keep these countries
economically fat enough to keep social reform off the agenda?
Furthermore, Friedman questions if our foreign oil addiction
does not, in effect, cause the U.S. to fund both sides of the war
on terror.

It’s a question that begs to be asked: what if Mid-East oil
profits began to dry up? Considering its existing high unem-
ployment rates and repressively restricted freedom, could that
be the nudge for the people of Iran to do the world a favor and

U.S CRUDE OIL SOURCE

IN BARRELS PER DAY .l
Barrels per day (2005)
U.S. Domestic 5,121,000
Canada 1,643,000
Mexico 1,550,000
Saudi Arabia 1,438,000
Venezuela 1,231,000
Nigeria 1,060,000
Iraq 520,000
All Others 2,614,000
UNITED
STATES

OTHERS

w2

. 0%
U oy
8%

IRAQ
NIGERIA

CANADA

MEXICO
VENEZUELA

SAUDI
ARABIA

Source: 2005 U.S. Gov. Energy Statistics
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TOP OIL CONSUMERS
WORLDWIDE

UNITED
STATES

JAPAN

CHINA

Source; 2005 LS. Gov. Energy Statistics

with the U.S. (see Oil Consumption Graph).

If energy reform were seriously applied in the U.S., the |
effects would be exponential. Imagine the dawning of more
frank dialogue with Saudi Arabia? Hezbollah, al-Qaedaand | L
- emissions by more than 8o% while eliminating the release of
- acid-rain-causing sulfur dioxide. It's enough to make the
can't believe this will make the “neocons” and “eco-warriors” -
hold hands at the next Harmonic Convergence, but it is
enough to make Venezuela’s Hugo Chavez choke on his

' Changes and Benefits

Hamas members being forced to get real jobs? A clear day in
L.A.? Is all of this discussion just pie-in-the-sky? No, we

empanada, and send Iran’s Ahmadinejad crying to his Nazi
shrine room. Top that Kyoto!

Brazil: Life after Addiction

intermission. Brazil has found a way to turn carbohydrates
into a cost-effective alternative to gasoline and is now count-

ing its carbs all the way to the bank. These carbs are, of |
course, in the form of ethanol. The Brazilian version is made |

from sugar cane, not corn. Ethanol is not a new idea, Henry
Ford’s first car was made to run on ethanol and it seems the
U.S. has been tinkering with it ever since.

Brazilians drive “flexible fuel” cars that run on either
ethanol or gasoline and allow the consumer to fill up with
whichever option is cheaper. Current prices In Sao Paulo
have gasoline at $3.74/gal and ethanol at $2.00/gal—and

12 ONE-TO-ONE

ethanol is available at 29,000 gas stations from Rio to the
Amazon. It was a painful 30-year process, but now Brazil has
replaced about 40 percent of the country’s gasoline consump-
tion, according to Caio Carvalhal, an analyst with Cambridge
Energy Research Associates in Rio de Janeiro.

Brazil ended most government support for its sugar
industry in the late 19gos, forcing sugar producers to become
more efficient and helping lower the cost of ethanol’s raw
material. According to the World Bank, Brazil can make
ethanol for about $1 a gallon. Brazil says its ethanol exports
will likely double to $1.3 billion in 2010 from $600 million in
2005, largely to Japan and Sweden. These countries hope
using ethanol (which releases less carbon dioxide than fossil
fuels) will help them meet their obligations under the Kyoto
Protocol to cut emissions.

As amazing all of that is, researchers are now able to make

- straw and other plant wastes into cellulosic ethanol. Although
establish new leadership? True, the U.S. does not buy oil |
directly from Iran, but as mentioned earlier, U.S. oil con-
sumption is the major factor in today’s oil high prices, and
Iran does reap the benefit. You might think that the ever-
industrious Chinese and Indians could fill a U.S. oil gap, but |
take a look at how much oil they actually consume compared

chemically identical to ethanol produced from corn or soy-
— beans, cellulose ethanol
produces energy content
three times higher than
corn ethanol and emits
lower levels of green-
house gases. Whatever
the source, burning
ethanol instead of gaso-
| line reduces carbon

“It’s enough to make
the evangelicals
concerned over
global warming

dance in the street.”

evangelicals concerned over global warming dance in the
street (albeit in a decidedly non-carnival type way, of course).

Just when the U.S. begins feeling depressed about its’

 procrastination in energy reform that brought gas to the point
- of $3.00/gal this past summer, it need only look at other prices

Now that we've all been trained to shun carbs, there just
may be a way we can embrace them again. Unfortunately, this -
is not the part where you can make a run to Krispy Kreme for |

around the world—particularly Europe. Europe (which
blames U.S. oil consumption for their own high gas prices)
slaps on gas taxes of 75% of the price at the pump, while
Canadians pay about 40% and the U.S. about 12.5%.

God has given us the means through science and technol-
ogy to improve our economy, our current situation with the
Middle East and, yes, even our environment. The question
is, are we willing to embrace the change necessary and be pro-
ductive stewards over that process? ¢

~Jonathan Simpson is the Director of Development for CSM.
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R.W. Beckett Corporation
John D. Beckett, Chairman
P.0. Box 1289 - Elyria, OH 44036
(440)353-6203 » www.beckettcorp.com

Contractors of Today, Inc.
Gary Soutullo, Owner
P.0. Box 850941 + Mobile, AL 36685
(251)639-1578

Cornerstone Furniture Inc.

Quentin S. Mulder, Owner
915 Grand Rapids St. » Middleville, MI 49333
(269)795-3259 » cornerstonefurniture.com

VRS Associates, Inc.
Marketing Communications
Vivian Ruth Sawyer, Owner

615 Breckinridge Lane, Ste. 100

Louisville, KY 40207

(502)899-7613 « email: vrsinc@aol.com

Axia Merchant Services
Randal Clark, CEQ/President
Erik Krueger, Chairman
1129 State Street Suite #3E
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(877)875-6114 + axia-eft.com
e-mail: rclark@axia-eft.com
e-mail: ekrueger@axia-eft.com

MacLeish Building, Inc.
Dan & Joyce MacLeish &
Dan MacLeish Jr., Owners
650 E. Big Beaver #F
Troy, Ml 48083-1432
(248)524-3244

The Discovery Thrift Store
Gary Browning, President/Director
Bob Swindle, Manager/Counselor
9908 County Rd. 64 = Daphne, AL 36526
(251)621-0682

Would you like your business listed in
Marketplace Exchange? Contact Jonathan
Simpson at: (251)633-7900, or via e-mail at:
jonathan.simpson@csmpublishing.org
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ANSWERS FOR

ALCOHOL & DRYG

ARDICTIONS

DISCOVERY is fulfilling its mission: Empowering Lives to
Change for Good through Principles that Produce
Permanent Results.

NOW CHURCHES HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE. L -

Hosting a One Day § r& Dlscmrervl}llﬁer
Ordering Gary’s book, Be 'i?e:ove'ry, an
inductive workbook designed for small groups

Supporting the future Discovery Rehab Facility in
South Alabama through mission funds

To schedule Speaking, Leadership Consultation
or a Discovery Event, call: (251) 621-6633

DISCOVERY BOARD MEMBERS:
Charles Simpson, Gary Henley, Larry Sims, Gary and Linda Browning
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Your Mission to the World

How to reach the world without leaving home!
By Gary Henley

THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS “MISSIONS.” THERE IS ONLY ONE MISSION, AND GOD
gave it all to us. “Missions” is a word that brings a world of thoughts and chal-
lenges to mind, most of them beyond the capability, or even the imagination,
of the average Christian. It makes it seem so far away, so complex, and so dif-
ficult to become involved. The world is so big, and the needs so many; where
would | begin? Is it even my responsibility, or should professionals do it all?
The answer is, yes, it is your responsibility. However, don’t think “Missions”,
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think mission, my mission, what is |
it, how can I fulfill it? There are sim-
ple ways you can participate in glob-
al mission without understanding
all the needs of the world, even with-
out leaving your own home or coun- |

try. Here are some suggestions:

ﬂ) Find a missionary to adopt.
Start by finding which missionar-

ies your church supports. Ask your

pastor or mission team leader.

Perhaps it would be a missionary
whom you have heard speak in your
church, or whom you have met person- |
ally. If not, ask who is in charge of mis-
sion work in your church, and ask for a

suggestion.

e\ Do some research.

Determine the country where that
missionary serves, find it on a map or
globe, look it up on the Internet or get |
a book about it. Ask your church lead- |
ers how you can begin to receive that |

missionary’s newsletter on a regular
basis. If possible, learn what that mis-

sionary is doing in that country, what
kind of team he is on, and what mem-

bers of his family are there with him.

Operation World by Patrick Johnstone
lists each country, and will help you

learn about it. (See sources below.)

'Q‘;.l Contact the missionary.

E-mail works best. Tell them you

are going to begin praying for them,

their work to the authorities. Some

using words like missionary, evangelize,
church; words that would put them or
their work in danger.

Begin a systematic prayer
process.

<

schedule that will help you to be faith-
ful in it. Scan the newspaper or

- you can keep current on events there,
~ especially if they involve persecution,
revolution, or other serious conditions.
- Continue your study on that country
and people group, becoming as
informed as possible.

«f,} Correspond with them.

Build a relationship. Continue to
, assure them of your prayers, share
- Scriptures that God has shown you that
may apply to their needs, and let them
- know you care. Let your church mis-
sion team know what you are doing,
" and get their advice. If there are chil-

- of the same age in your family or
church who could become a pen-pal to

. or to host them in your home.

and ask how they would like you to

pray. Most will have some specific
needs, but in general, pray for them to -

be fruitful in their work. If that mis- |
sionary is in a “closed” country, such
as China or an Islamic country, be sure
to ask someone how to avoid using
words and terms that might expose

AUTUMN 2006

q\ Join your local church
mission team.

doing, and encourage them to pray
with you. Ask how you can be
involved in their activities. If your
church has no mission team, talk with

- 1
the USA, and plan to meet with them | in world mission, or to join short-term
B

| your pastor about helping to start one.

missionaries have encrypted (confiden-
tial) e-mail, but you should still avoid

How to Get Your Church Involved in
Missions by David Mays, has lots of

' helps. (See also, Cultivating a Mission
- Active Church by Mike Pollard.) Ask

- your church leadership to develop a
~small budget for books on mission so
- every member is not required to pur-
chase their own, or encourage your

Get all your information in one
place, and begin to pray for the coun-
try, the people group, the missionary, |

mission team to share the books they
have found helpful.

and the needs at a certain time in your q& Attend a ACMC conference.

ACMC stands for Advancing

' Churches in Mission Commitment. They

Internet for news of that country so

have lots of helpful material, and the

- conference will expose you to others

who are trying to “advance their
church in missions.” You can visit them
at: acmcnetwork.com.

Attend, or help to sponsor, a
World Perspectives course in
your area.

| This is a comprehensive course on the

history, and of the present efforts and
needs of global mission. Their web site
lists classes in every state and locality.
You will be amazed to learn God's plan

- throughout the Scriptures, and how it
- has been implemented for 2000 years,

dren in the family, try to find someone |

as well as present progress in fulfilling

 the Great Commission. Learn more at:
_ perspectwes.org 121
' that child. Find out when they will be in |

| sion, contact the William Carey Library
Share with them what you are |

For other ways to become involved

mission teams, contact IOM, PO Box
2140, McComb, MS 39649, or our web-
site at www.IlOMsend.com, or e-mail
IOM@PObox.com. For materials on mis-

at: missionbooks.org

Gary Henley, the Director of International
Outreach Ministries, travels widely encourag-
ing missionaries around the globe.
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CHARLES SIMPS

Running on empty? Feed your spirit with these prophetic
and timely resources designed to ; , and
you for bold journeys in God’s Kingdom.

DLISP 3CDISEY...ccisvicnnresBel SD002 2CD SET......ccvvmmvennense 518 CKBKE (E-BOOK in PDF FORMAT).....$20
Plus $4.50 S & H ($25.50) Plus $4.25 S & H ($22.25) Plus $4.50 S & H ($24.50)

NOW AVAILABLE FROM CSM PUBLISHING - to oroer visi: WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG

or call toll-free: (888) 811-2CSM Monday-Friday SAM-5PM CST.
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