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Dear Bro. Simpson: | have gotten some great pastoral letters in the past from
you...but this month’s...that was one powerful letter! This one is so awesome! | praise
God for all you do. You have been a major blessing to me and faithful during my impris-
onment. Thank you for the powerful word that gives hope to the hopeless.

—Anthony, Camden, NJ

Dear Bro. Charles: There is so much on my heart since | attended your weekend seminar
in Pittsburgh & Greensburg....The first night as you opened to Romans 13:11-14 and read
those verses, | began to ponder...about putting on the armor of light. The next morning, |
truly experienced a heaviness leave my body as | began to pray these Scriptures and God
Is continuing to enlighten my understanding. Then, your Saturday message spoke ta my
heart like I have never experienced...Thank you Lord for coming to me through (the min-
istry of) Bro. Charles! —Eleanor W. Duboise, PA

2 ONE-TO-ONE

NE-T0-UNE

VOL. 20 NO. 2 SUMMER 2005

EDITORIAL AND PUBLISHING STAFF
Editor-in-Chief: Charles Simpson
Editorial Director: Stephen Simpson
Technical Editor: Susanne Simpson
Creative Services: Steven Tyrrell

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Administration/Operations: Jonathan Simpson,
Betty Duke, Christina Villalobos
Administrative Assistance for Charles Simpson:
Susanne Simpson & Kathleen Tyrrell
Development: Jonathan Simpson
Accounting Services: Alison Richardson & Jack Wood

INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH MINISTRIES
Director: Gary Henley
Director of Missions Growth: Ronald Gray
Administrative Assistant: Ginger Priddy

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Charles Simpson, Chairman
Michael Coleman, Billy Duke, Ronald Gray, Gary
Henley, Terry Parker, Dow Robinson, Stephen
Simpson, Bob Swindle, Steven Tyrrell

©2005 by Charles Simpson Ministries. All
rights reserved. One-to-One™ is published quarter-
ly by Charles Simpson Ministries, 7150 Hitt Road,
Mobile, AL 36695. Third-class postage paid at
Mabile, Alabama, and additional mailing offices.

One-to-One™ is a non-subscription magazine
supported by the contributions of its readers.
Those who contribute to any activity of Charles
Simpson Ministries automatically receive a one-
year subscription, which is updated with each con-
tribution. If you have questions about your sub-
scription, write us or call us at (251) 6337900 or
(888) 811-2276. If you move, please notify us at
least six weeks in advance.

Charles Simpson Ministries is a tax exempt 501(C)(3)
organization as recognized by the Internal Revenue Service,

All scripture quotations are from the King
James Version unless otherwise noted. Bible vers-
es marked NAS: Scripture taken from the New
American Standard Bible. © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1972,
1975 by The Lockman Foundation, LaHabre,
California 90631. Bible verses marked NKJ: From
The New King James Version. © 1979, 1980, 1982,
Thomas Nelson, Inc., Publishers. Bible verses from
The Message, © 1993 by Eugene H. Peterson,
NavPress, Colorado Springs, CO 80935,

Because One-To-One™ s staff-written and
assigned, we cannot accept or review unsolicited
manuscripts from outside authors. Please write us
for permission to reprint articles.

One-to-One™ Magazine is designed to bring cor-
porate values to a personal level by encouraging
every believer to extend God's Kingdom through
personal relationships. Charles Simpson Ministries
also includes Conquista Cristiana Spanish-lan-
guage magazine, One-to-One Tapes, The Covenant
and the Kingdom curriculum, books, and
International Outreach Ministries.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to One-to-One™,
P.0. Box 850067, Mobile, AL 36685,

Phato / lllustration / Design Credits & Copyright:
Design/illustration: Steven Tyrrell Design; p3.
Pensacola News Journal, 4-7: Getty Images; p10-12
Jim Tully, Steve Tyrrell, pl4-15 Integrity Media,
Inc., Ronald Gray. Used by permission.

CROSSING CULTURES



- Storm Stories

What is the reason for hurricane

season? By Stephen Simpson

THERE IS A PECULIAR, AND NOT
at all pleasant sound that the wind
makes when it is trying to disman-
tle your house. The English lan- |

guage comes up a hit short when
one is attempting to describe this

sound. “Shriek” is one word that

comes to mind. “Groan” is another.
“Like the gnashing of teeth in

hell,” is a phrase that also might

be appropriate.

| have heard this sound. Our
family heard it one stormy Spring

night in Texas as a tornado passed

overhead. And, we heard it again
last Autumn as the terrors of |
Hurricane Ivan battered and tor-
mented the Alabama and Florida |
“Emerald Coast” with winds top-

ping 120 miles per hour,

winds and the rains; sometimes
storms happen in our checkbooks

riage and family life; and we may
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even wonder sometimes if the I
spiritual storms are actually a lot |
more difficult than the natural

ones.

One of my favorite stories in = §
the Bible is when Jesus was with
His disciples in a boat; He was
sleeping, they were rowing and |
watching big storm clouds roll in
. (see Mark 4 and Luke 8). The wind
- made a tell-tale whistle in their |
ears and the fine spray of mist
from restless waves soon became |
bucketfuls of cold Galilee H20
sloshing over the bow and pooling
ominously in the bottom of their
vessel. As the boat began to fill
with water, the disciples pan-
icked...but Jesus continued sleeping.
i The terrorized disciples—many
- who were seasoned fishermen and

- boaters—rushed to wake Jesus and

' that we are perishing?” This

were in the storm. They asked,

Jesus arose,

- down-and all of nature bowed

Storms of one sort or another
are a fact of life; it has always been
so. Sometimes the storms are the

before the Lord. The wind ceased

its shouting and howling and was
reduced to a whisper of awed wor-
- ship. The waves laid down and the

. sea became like glass.
and wallets; sometimes they hap-
pen in the doctor’s office or at the
hospital; sometimes in our mar- :

But Jesus was more concerned

about a different kind of storm; the
one that was raging in the disci-

f ples’ hearts and minds. He asked

W

them, “Why are you so fearful?
How is it that you have no faith?”
Fear cannot exist where faith is
present. The disciples were falling

apart in the face of adversity
 they cried out, “Don’t you care
 faith: not only their faith in Jesus’ |
speaks volumes about where they | |
them.
© “Don't you care?” We are much the
~ same. We see the waves and feel -
the wind, and we began to wonder, :
not only if God is able to deal with -
our storms, but does He even care?
rebuked the
wind, and told the waves to settle
' to cast away our confidence, in
- which there is great reward, and
that we are not “of those who draw | . )

i Hurricane lvan Aftermath: Bridge/Cross photos cour-

tesy The Pensacola News Journal, Lightning photo
i courtesy Steve Tyrrell, Used with permission.

because they had thrown out their

power, but in His love and care for

1 John 4 tells us that perfect
love casts out fear. Because we
have received His love and His call,
we need not ever doubt His faithful
care for us, even in the worst
storms of life. The writer of
Hebrews tells us in chapter 10 not

back,” but we are of those who
press ahead in God.

I was reminded of these truths
as | read the articles contained in
' this issue of One-to-One, all of
- which point to opportunity in the
midst of adversity. One of the best

-

Volumteers at Christ Churchin
Pensacola, Florida, cleanop in
the wake of Hurricane Ivan.

. things we can discover in a storm
- Is that God cares and that He will
- make a way-that we do have a
- future in Him. | pray you will be
 encouraged, as | am, by these arti-
 cles and testimonies.

Please continue to remember

- CSM in your prayers and in your
budget this Summer as we contin-
ue to proclaim the Gospel and
' equip believers in more than 70
. nations worldwide. We were born
 for such a time as this! The oppo-
sition is strong, but the opportuni-
- ties are great. The Lord over the
¢ wind and the waves is in the hoat
- with us; don’t be afraid. €&

Stephen Simpson is the Editor of One-to-One
Magazine. To contact him, please call Charles
Simpson Ministries at (251)633-7900 or

e-mail: stephen.simpson@csmpublishing.org.
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Cultures

Is our worldview the same as the Lord’s? .

By Charles Simpson '\&%

I BELIEVE TODAY’S ENEMIES ARE TOMORROW’S HARVEST.
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The issue before us is, how will that happen? Obviously the
Church has a major role to play in that process. But how can we extend
the knowledge of His glory—His goodness and mercy—into what is
now considered enemy territory? Will it entail a major shift in how we
view the world? I believe so.

JUST WARS

Let me first affirm that I believe that there are just wars. Iam nota
pacifist. You and I enjoy the privileges afforded by those who fought
and died for them—and are still fighting and dying.

The main issue in a just war—or battle of any kind—is the protec-
tion of a trust such as David’s defense of his father’s sheep or his battle
against Goliath. Such as a battle is fought under the aegis of civil
authority (see Romans 13:1-7).

Civil government exists primarily for protection, the orderly func-
tions of society, and the arbitration of disputes that cannot otherwise be
settled. Itis established by God and should be a terror to evildoers.

On a personal level, we must also fight battles to defend those
under our care. Fathers defend families and mothers defend children,
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and so it goes. This is a natural and righteous behavior and ordained of
God. We are accountable to Him for what is entrusted to us, personal-
ly and corporately. Even Jesus defended His disciples (see Matthew
12:1-8). He also defended the temple as a place of prayer (see Matthew
2r:12-13). So I conclude that certain issues require defense — even the

giving of life.

ENEMIES

The lawyers asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” In response
Jesus gave the parable of the Good Samaritan. A neighbor is someone
in need. A good neighbor is someone who is able to cross geographi-
cal and cultural lines to give assistance to such a person.

However, I do not recall anyone asking, “Who is my enemy?” Yet
Jesus does mention enemies on several occasions (see Matthew 13:25-
39 and Luke 10:19). Our enemy is the one who seeks our destruction;
our real, ultimate enemy is Satan (see Matthew 10:28; Luke 10:19; 2
Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 2:2) and our real war is in the spiritual
realm.

The most difficult issue for me personally, and I suspect for many
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others, is how I deal with perceived enemies. I say “perceived” because
my perception is not always correct, but it does affect my attitude. The
most difficult saying of Jesus—the one I find the hardest to obey—is,
“Love your enemies (see Matthew 5:44). He goes on to say, “Bless and
do good to them, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.”

Our Father in heaven loves His enemies. In fact, we were once His
enemies. We were, at one time, on the other side of righteousness. His
love won us over.

The goodness and mercy of God have their ultimate revelation at
the Cross where Jesus said, “Father forgive them for they know not what
they do.” It was God’s attitude toward us that moved us from opposi-
tion to becoming a part of His harvest in the earth. His love worked
behind enemy lines. He is requiring us to learn His heart and strategy
toward opponents. Divine love reached behind lines, all lines; geo-
graphical, cultural and spiritual. He forgave His enemies.

HISTORY

The Gospel advanced beyond Israel; it was intended for all men
everywhere. To advance it required those who could love others
beyond geography and culture. Israel had a problem; it loved its own
and hated its enemies (see Matthew 5:43). Many Christians also have
this problem and therefore cannot reach the world with the love of God.

1, too, have had this problem. I am by nature pugilistic and defen-
sive. I did some boxing while in college, loved sports growing up, and
was not afraid to battle. David had this nature as well and could not
build the temple that he envisioned. He had too much blood on his
hands. Solomon, on the other hand received people from many nations.

The apostle Paul had this problem also, as did Peter. It took a rev-
elation of Jesus to change their attitudes toward others. Then they could
become major forces in advancing Christ’s Kingdom.

I grew up hating Communism. Unfortunately, I hated Communists

as well; they were our enemy. But some believers were able to work

took a long time, but now we see the fruit. Many were—and are still—

being martyred in the process. Like the Cross of Jesus, the process is
expensive, but it works.

The point is, “God so loved the world,” not just believers. In order
to demonstrate that we are His children, and to accomplish His will, we
too must love the world—all of it. His love still works behind enemy lines.

ISLAM

A few years ago, two of our dear friends were beaten with the butts
of axes and nearly killed for their Christian work in an Islamic nation.
Their recovery was miraculous and so was their continued love for the
people there. As soon as they were able, they returned to work again in
the same city. Now they are seeing a harvest.

I believe that the next great harvest will be in the Islamic world. As

$¢

love others beyond

behind enemy lines. People like “Brother Andrew” and also my friend
Goos Vedder distributed Bibles and showed the love of God to those
behind enemy lines. Yesterday’s enemies became today’s harvest
because of those who loved them.

The same thing could be said of China, now one of the world’s
most prolific harvest fields. Years ago, people like Hudson Taylor and a
host of others loved the Chinese and showed them the love of God. It
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I recall September 11, 2001, I am challenged. I was watching TV on that
dreadful morning. I saw the pictures of thousands fleeing and as terri-
fied Americans leaped from the towers burning alive. I saw the horror,
as you did. Anger and hatred welled up within me. And as I regularly
go through airports, I find the anger still there.

I find in me this terrible conflict: “Hate evil and love your ene-
mies.” Believing as I do that the Gospel will break through and cover
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the earth, I must find a way to get beyond
enemy lines. Only His love can accomplish
that. It is easy to look back and see how
pagans, Communists, and others were reached
by those who paid the price to love. But to look
at the present and see Jesus is sometimes difficult.

For many years, we have had a great
friendship with a courageous minister known
as “Brother Luke.” He is from Iran and still
travels there frequently for ministry. But, when
we were first getting to know him, the Lord
had to adjust my own perspective and the per-
spective of our family. Listen to what my son
Jonathan says about how God changed his
attitude:

When I was approximately sixteen years
old, Brother Luke came to stay at our house;
he had been invited to speak at our church.
Mom and Dad planned to let him have my
room for the duration of his stay, but there
was one problem...I had a sign on my dresser
mirror that said “BOMB IRAN.” So, before
Brother Luke arrived, Mom had to ask me to
take that sign down.

I suppose, like many Americans, | had
very negative feelings toward Iran, going back
to the 1979-1980 hostage situation, watching
Iranians burn the U.S. flag, and so forth. Of
course, | took down the sign before Brother
Luke arrived, and | relocated myself to anoth-
er part of the house for a few days so that he
could have the room. He was able to enjoy his
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stay and never knew about that sign.

Having time with Brother Luke at our
house during those days, and hearing him
speak at church, | came to realize that there
are many Christians in Iran who are suffering
for their faith and for the way they were shar-
ing it with Muslims. | saw Luke as my brother
in Christ and I saw his compassion and burden
to see the Gospel shared in Iran. | was even
compelled to give financially toward his
efforts. Needless to say, that old sign did not
go back up in our house after his visit.

THOUGHTS

The apostle Paul endured much evil and
persecution. He was finally beheaded. He
writes in Romans 12:17, “Repay no one evil for
evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of
all men.” In verse 19, he says “Do not avenge
yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it
is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’
says the Lord.”

Then, in verse zo, Paul says, “Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.” Looking ahead in chapter 13, we see
Paul continuing the discussion by admonish-
ing us to be subject to civil government and its
authority to defend righteousness.

As I reflect upon all of this, I believe some
truths from the Lord become clear:

When we hate, we are overcome hy evil.
When we love and do good, we can overcome evil.
Civil authority has the right and responsibility
to defend righteousness
We are right to defend a trust.

' We are called to love our enemies—even as the
civil authority defends us.
Jesus overcame evil at the Cross.
Jesus loved His enemies. He rebuked Peter for
drawing the sword. God needs no defense.

Jesus believed it necessary to change how
the apostles felt toward the non-Jewish world.
They did change, and affected the non-Jewish
world with the love of God.

Paul is a classic example of one who was

changed and became a world changer.

continues on page 13

Association of Covenant Ministries (ACM)

Charles
Simpson

2005 MINISTRY
ITINERARY

AUGUST 5-7 - BETTENDORF, IA
River of Life Church
Jim Tully » (563) 332-5585

AUGUST 27-30 - RALEIGH, NC

Covenant Church International
Jim Sink = (919) 846-8742

SEPTEMBER 9-12 « HATTIESBURG, MS

Grace Temple
Dwayne Higgason » (601) 264-0593

SEPTEMBER 23-25 « FREDRICKSBURG, VA

Grace Church of Fredricksburg
Ernest Custalo « (540) 785-2273

OCTOBER 1-5 » COLUMBIA, SC
Trinity Assembly of God
Terry Roberts (803) 776-9309

OCTOBER 9 » MOBILE, AL

Covenant Church of Mobile
Stephen Simpson « (251) 639-9020

OCTOBER 13-16 « FREDRICKSBURG, VA
Grace Church of Fredricksburg
Ernest Custalo « (540) 785-2273

OCTOBER 28-30 « COLUMBIA, SC

Dennis Coll « (740) 862-6443

NOVEMBER 4-6 - ROCHESTER, NY
Shepherd’s Heart Church
Doug Morgandy « (585) 752-8980

NOVEMBER 12-13 « MT. JULIET, TN
Abundant Life Church
Larry Grainger » (615) 75

For more information, call:
(251) 625-2963. Dates subject to change.
Visit www.csmpublishing.org

for the most current listings.
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Find a Church!

CSM’s National Ministry Directory

Canada

KINGSTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

P.0. Box 26015, 732 Milford Dr. Kingston,
Ontario K7M 4Y0 - (613) 384-1034 «
David Thompson, Pastor

E-mail: thomp@kingston.net

Alabama

COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt Rd. Mohile, AL 36695,
(251) 639-9020 - Stephen Simpson,
Pastoral Team Leader
www.cavenantchurch.cc

California

SADDLEBACK COVENANT CHURCH
23401 Madero, Suite A « Mission Viejo,
CA 92691 - (949) 770-0291

Kevin Davenport, Pastor

E-mail: info@saddlebackcovenant.com
www.saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

350 Cypress Ln. Suite B « El Cajon, CA
92020 « (619) 442-7728 » Mark Hoffman,
Pastor « E-mail www.foothillschurch.org

Connecticut

ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
P.0. Box 108, 980 Main St. Willimantic,
CT 06226 + (860) 456-2522 « Kevin
White, Pastor « E-mail: alcewilli@prodi-
gy.net « www. geocities.com/alccwilli

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
403 Church St. = New Britain, CT 06051
(860) 229-2083 - Ronald Brackett, Pastor

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
122 Colman St. » New London, CT 06320
(860) 447-3757 » Samuel Spatafore, Pastor

Florida

INGESIA CRISTIANA CARIS

12200 SW. 129th Ct. - Miami, FL 33186
(305) 235-4471 = Elkin Espinal, Pastor
Website: www.caris.org

MIAMI TEAM

P.0. Box 924394 - Homestead, FL,
33092-4394 - (305) 258-2820,

Joseph Holbrook, Director

E-Mail: josephholbrook@miamiteam.org
www.miamiteam.org

GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
2960 Plummer Cove Rd. » Jacksonville,
FL, 32223 - (904) 288-8808 - Pastors
Larry Broch; Billy Richards; David Eure
E-mail: grace@cxp.com
www.gracechapel.com

COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH

1007 Gospel Rd., Ft. Walton Beach, FL
32547, - (850) 863-1323 + Jim Grabo,
Pastor

Georgia
CHRISTIAN COVENANT CHURCH

(229) 883-4334 - John Lowry, Pastor

. COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
| P.0. Box 1286 - Suwanee, GA 30024,

(678) 442-0401 = John Duke, Jr., Pastor

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH

905 Betz Creek Road = Savannah, GA
31410 - (912) 897-6630

Douglas Patterson, Pastor

E-mail: douglaspatterson@earthlink.net

BOY WITH A BALL

P.0. Box 491207 - Lawrenceville, GA,
30049 + (866) 510-3688 « Jamie Johnson,
Director » losjohnson@boywithaball.com

| www.boywithaball.com

llinois
- SPIRIT OF GOD FELLOWSHIP &
| RESTORATION MINISTRIES
: 16350 State St. » South Holland, IL
. 60473 (708) 3311234 - Dr. John Sullivan
. E-mail: jfsddsi@aol.com

.~ FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH
. 25361 Glen Park Rd. » Lombard, IL

60148 - (630) 627-7202 « Randy Barr,
Pastor « E-mail: rbarr@folc.net
www.folc.net

lowa

MASON CITY COVENANT CHURCH

6 Hampshire Ct. = Mason City, 1A 50401
(641) 424-6339 « William Backlin, Pastor
E-mail: backline@mchsi.com

| RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH

- 4855 Forest Grove Drive, P.0. Box 347
- Bettendorf, 1A 52722 + (563) 332-5585
. Jim Tully, Pastor

: Kentucky

: NEW COVENANT CHURCH

| 1200 Jefferson St. « Paducah, KY 42001
- (270) 5753400 + Mike Rockwell, Pastor
- E-mail: covenant@apex.net

. Website: www.nccpad.org

NEW LIFE CHURCH

3402 Goose Creek Rd., « Louisville, KY,
40241 « (502) 426-3132 » Tim Parish,
Pastor

WINCHESTER COVENANT CHURCH

142 E. Broadway » Winchester, KY 40391
(859) 744-7453 - Stephen Humble, Pastor
E-mail: ccf@qx.net
www.web.qx.net/shumble

OUTWARD FOCUS
P.0. Box 22155 » Louisville, KY 40252-
0155 (502) 426-0685 « Jim Newsom,

. Executive Director « E-mail: jimnew-
| som@bellsouth.net - www.rolwm.org

. lLouisiana

. OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH

. P.O. Drawer H = Oberlin, LA 70655

: (337) 639-4465 - William Currie, Pastor
: E-mail: wandfam@centurytel.net

1105 West 2nd Avenue = Albany, GA 31707

COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3113 Coteau Rd. « New |beria, LA 70560
(337) 367-5879 « Steve Hebert, Steward
E-mail: vickil23@xspedius.net

Maryland
CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
12411 Sussex Ln, = Bowie, MD 20715

- (301) 262-3625 * Bruce Miller, Pastor

| NEW HERITAGE CHURCH

| 9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B = Ellicott City,
 MD 21042 - (410) 313-9660

. Randy Reinhardt & Fred Lessans, Pastors E-
. mail: newheritage@speakeasy.net

| www.new-heritage.org

: Massachusetts

COVENANT CHURCH

9 Westminster Ave, = Arlington, MA
02474 = (781) 646-9027 - Brian Emmett,
Pastor « E-mail: bemmet@cov.org
www.covmin.org

Michigan

ASSYRIAN MINISTRY

200 S. Hooker Ave. = Three Rivers, Ml
49093 » (269) 279-2672

John Booko, Director

E-mail: revbooko@hotmail.com
www.assyria.freeservers.com

VICTORY LIFE CHURCH

. 6892 D Drive North - Battle Creek, MI
. 49017 - (269) 968-0045 * James
Sunnock, Pastor = www.ictory-life.org

: CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH

. 3433 South Lincoln Rd. - Mt. Pleasant,
MI 48858 - (989) 773-1800

- Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor

E-mail: cmcc@sensible-net.com

COVENANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
P.0. Box 4662 « East Lansing, M| 48826
(517) 333-2583 = Norm Dufrin, Pastor
E-mail: ndufrin@hotmail.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy = Lansing, MI,

| 48917 « (517) 323-8180 -+ Pastor Fred
: McGlone / Pastor Jim Ryckman
. E-mail: fomcg3@aol.com

* NEW COVENANT CHURCH
¢ 2360 Opal Lake Rd. « Gaylord, M1, 49735
: (989) 9397282 - leff Bennethum, Pastor

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
. 2215 E. Michigan Ave. « Lansing, MI,
| 48912 - (517) 485-5483 - Malcom

Magee, Pastor « www.libertycc.net

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

7700 West Blue Rd. « Lake City, MI
49651 «(231) 839-2244

Scott Goodwill, Pastor

THE MASTER'S CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
971 Dutton Rd. = Rochester Hills, MI,
48306 - (248) 651-6785 « Dr. Loren
Siffring, Pastor + E-mail: Loren@eesc.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF

. SOUTH EAST MICHIGAN

3302 Paint Creek Drive = Oakland
Township, MI 48363 - (248) 693-1383

. Jim Bennethum, Pastor « E-mail:
| jim@newcovenantchristianchurch.com

- NEW COVENANT CHURCH OF
. WEBBERVILLE

7400 Stow Rd. « Fowlerville, Ml 48836

(517) 468-3443 - leff Williams, Pastor

OKEMOS CHRISTIAN CENTER

2630 Bennett Rd. - Okemos, M| 48864
(517) 336-4148 - Craig Dumont, Pastor
www.okemoschristiancenter.com

AGAPE’ CHRISTIAN CHURCH

609 Cherokee = Kalamazoo, M1 49006
(269) 385-5772 + Ron Vestrand, Pastor
WWW. agapecc.com

Mississippi

| COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

| P.0. Box 107 » McComb, MS 39648
¢ (601) 249-4854 + Michael T. McCarty,
: Pastor

GRACE TEMPLE

1131 Richburg Rd. = Hattiesburg, MS
39402 «(601) 264-0593

Dwayne Higgason, Pastor
www.gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH

200 W. Garrard Rd. « Starkville, MS
39759 -« (662) 323-4555

Bill Murphy, Pastor

Missouri
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH

. 9018 Big Bend Blvd. « St. Louis, MO
| 63119 - (314) 963-1278

. Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor

- www.christthekinginfo.com

WASHINGTON BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
. 920 West 6th Street « Washington, MO
. 63090 - (636) 390-9106

Michael Ayers, Pastor
www.washingtonfellowship.org

Nebraska

COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH

P.0. Box 34789 - Omaha, NE 68134
(402) 498-9819 » Mark Woodruff, M.D.,
Pastor, www.covenantfamilychurch.org

New Jersey
LONG BRANCH COVENANT CHURCH

: 252 Broadway, 2nd Floor « P.0. Box 4138
. Long Branch, NJ 07740 « (732) 870-2028
- Tony Moss, Pastor

. E-mail: Lbcovenant@earthlink.net

© New Mexico

CALVARY ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1105 N. Pate « Carlsbad, NM 88220
(505) 885-9152 » Ralph Moats, Pastor

New York

FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
117/125 Main St. - Farmingdale, NY, 11735
(516) 293-1838 + John Quince, Pastor
E-mail: jandj1960@juno.com
www.forministry.com/11735fcc

North Carolina
BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH
P.0. Box 3178 » Shelby, NC 28151

I (704) 481-0990 + Harry J. Gregory, Sr.,
Sr. Elder-Apostle

: COVENANT FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES
. 6062 Petra Mill Road - Granite Falls, NC
28630 - (828) 396-7690 - Contact
¢ Church Office « E-mail: cfs@conninc.com

FOR THE MOST UP TO DATE INFORMATION, VISIT THE CSM WEBSITE AT WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG AND CLICK ON “FIND A CHURCH."
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Ohio

COVENANT FAMILY FELLOWSHIP

3948 Carson Salts Springs Rd. - Newton
Falls, OH 44444 + (330) 8727060 » Dane
Price, Pastor = E-mail: pastordane@aol.com
www.covfam.org

NEW WINE COVENANT COMMUNITY

4770 Indianola Ave., Suite 140 Columbus,
OH 43214-1862 - (614) 785-9232
Michael Cook, Pastor

E-mail: mcook@Sowers.US

CIRCLEVILLE CHRISTIAN
6985 Tarlton Rd. « Circleville, OH 43113
(614) 474-7984 « Contact: Church Office

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH

5550 Lancaster Newark Rd. N.E.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148 « (740) 862-
6443 Dennis Coll, Pastor

E-mail: covenantchristian@earthlink.net
www.covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY

925 W. Hopocan Ave. « Barberton, OH
44203 - (330) 825-9603 « John Akins
and Joe Schoblocher, Pastors

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES

925 W. Hopocan Ave. « Barberton, OH
44203 » (330) 706-0952 « John Akins,
President

Oklahoma

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH

3106 N. Utah - Oklahoma City, OK 73112
(405) 943-5939 « Dwight Cunkle, Pastor
www.covenantlifechurch.com

Tennessee

ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH

1000 Woodridge Place = Mt. Juliet, TN
37122 - (615) 754-7035 - Larry Grainger,
Pastor » www.alcmtjuliet.com

COVENANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP NEW!
7510 Sleepy Hollow Rd. « Fairview, TN
37062 - (615) 799-2184

Ron Embry, Pastor

EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES
5411 McPherson Rd., #84-102
Laredo, TX 78041 « (715) 635-7824
Terry Everroad, President

i
i
I
i :
. E-mail: terry@everroad.com
|
|
i
i

Virginia
HARVEST CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

. 5Serene Ct. « Stafford, VA 22556
¢ (571) 334 8951 - Matt McNally, Pastor

E-mail: matt@provisiondent.com

HARVEST INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES
5 Serene Ct. = Stafford, VA 22556
(540) 286-1560 - Jim and Sean McNally,
Pastors = E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com

YADA INTERNATIONAL

¢/o Bradley Stuart

5 Serene Ct. - Stafford, VA 22556
E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com
www.yadainternational.com

HERITAGE HARVEST FELLOWSHIP
37825 Hyatt Lane - Purcellville, VA
20132 (540) 668-6043

Gary Bergel, Pastor/Director
E-mail: BergelFam@aol.com

OAKBROOK CHURCH

1700 Reston Pkwy » Reston, VA, 20194
(703) 437-4900 - Dan Wolfe, Pastor
www.oakbrookchurch.org

GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH

8910 E. Pocahontas Trail

Willamsburg, VA 23187 + (757) 565-0801
Thomas McCormick, Pastor

E-mail: patmc@tni.net

VINE COVENANT MINISTRIES NEW!
420 Hudgins Rd.

Fredericksburg, VA 22408

(540) 548-8456

James E. Matthias, Pastor
E-mail: mhammond21@juno.com

Wisconsin
CORNERSTONE CHURCH

: 106 Balsam St. « Spooner, W1, 54801

| (715) 635-9222 - Bab Otto, Pastor

Texas

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH

17000 Longenbaugh Dr. « Houston, TX
77095 « (281) 463-6600

Dennis Jamison, 5r. Pastor

E-mail: ccc@christ-covenant-church.org
www.christ-covenant-church.org

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO

6125 W. Sam Houston Plkwy. N., #505
Houston, TX 77041 « (281) 859-0191
Manuel Montez, Pastor

COVENANT CHURCH OF SAN ANTONIO
4218 Thousand Oaks = San Antonio, TX
78217 + (210) 655-9788 « Boyd Bien,
Pastor www.covenantonline.org

CROSSROADS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
P.0. Box 3652 - Midland, TX 79702
(915) 682-2190 = Cecil Robinson, Pastor

FOUNDATION MINISTRIES
P.0. Box 291130 -« Kerrville, TX 78029
(817) 444-6475 « Rene Brown, Director

COLLEYVILLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
3508 Glade Rd. « Colleyville, TX 76034
(817) 354-5757 » Carter Foster, Pastor
E-mail: carterfoster@pastor.com
www.ccfdfw.com
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E-mail: crnstne@centurytel.net

A valuable tool for
your ministry!

CSM's Contributing Ministries Program
equips believers with great teaching
resources, points visitors and potential
supporters to your ministry, and
encourages believers to take personal
responsibility for extending God's
Kingdom...right where they live. Now
when you sign up, your church or min-
istry will get FREE BULK MAGAZINES to
give out to visitors and supporters,
receive discounts on CSM resources,
and gain worldwide exposure by being
listed in this directory and in our web-
sitel Contact us at Charles Simpson
Ministries (CSM Publishing) P.O. Box
850067 - Mobile, AL 36685-0067 -
Toll-free: (888) 811-2CSM.

JOIN TODAY!
{

Itineraries

COMING TO YOUR AREA! ANOINTED SPEAKER & MUSICIAN

Ronald Gray,

Director of Missions
Growth for CSM’s

International

Jim Newsom

. is a dynamic speak-

er with an amazing

life story. He is the

Executive Director

of Qutward Focus and ministers
to prisoners and their families.

QOutreach Ministries,
is “on the road,” encouraging
Christians and churches. Ronald
also leads short-term mission trips
to assist IOM missionaries.

JULY 15-17 - STAFFORD, VA
Harvest Christian Fellowship
Matt McNally
(571) 334-8951

JULY 17 - MOBILE, AL
Moffett Road Assembly of God
Pastor Jerry Jenkins
(251) 649-3502

JULY 22-28 « PENSACOLA, FL
Liberty Church
Buford Lipscomb
(850) 453-4318

JULY 20-JULY 29 - COSTA RICA
Christ the King Church
(251) 621-0983

AUGHST 13-14 « FAIRVIEW, TN
Covenant Life Fellowship
Pastor Ron Embry
(615) 799-2184

JULY 31+ MOBILE, AL
Covenant Church Of Mobile
Stephen Simpson
(251) 639-9020

AUGUST 14 - ASHLAND CITY, TN
Gateway Assembly of God
Pastor Terry Bailey
(615) 792-5978

AUGUST 6-8 « MT. JULIET, TN
Abundant Life Church
Larry Grainger
(615) 754-7035

AUGHST 21 - CARROLTON, GA
Grace Covenant Church
Pastor Paul Harthern
(770) 836-0034

SEPTEMBER 9-10 - ST LOUIS, MO
Washington Park Fellowship
Craig Diestlecamp
(314) 968-5233

SEPTEMBER 2-4 + HOPKINSVILLE, KV
Bridge of Hope Fellowship
Pastor Roy King
(270) 885-3205

OCTOBER 7 » HARRISBURG, PA
Second ChanceMinistries
Jim Law
(717) 315-1645

OCTOBER 9-12 - COLUMBIA, PA
Grace ECC
Skip Snyder
(717) 684-5342

SEPTEMBER 10-11 - MONROE, LA
Covenant Church of Monroe
Pastor Bob Clanton
(318) 387-4005

OCTOBER 14-16 « FARMINGDALE, NY
Pastor John Quince
(516) 293-1838

SEPTEMBER 18 « CHANTILLY, VA
Covenant Christian Center
Pastor Pat Fauntroy

NOVEMBER 11-13 + RESTON, VA i

Oakbrook Church
Dan Wolfe
(703) 437-4900

For more information:
(251) 626-1777

For more information:
(502) 426-0685

FOR THE COMPLETE AND UPDATED LISTINGS,
GO TO WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG
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forward through adversity

An Interview with Entrepreneur Jim Tully of Bettendorf, 1A

By Jonathan Simpson

WHEN YOU ARE IN THE MIDST OF TRIALS, THERE IS A COMFORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT
gained from those who have been tested by fire and found faithful. Their strength is not imparted through
pats on the back and extensive shoulder crying sessions (although there may be time for that). Their best gift
to you is their own faithfulness. It is their living testimony that gives meaning to any words they may offer.

Isaiah 30 tells us that the Lord gives us “the bread of adversity and the water of affliction” but it also prom-
ises that we will have teachers who will say “This is the way, walk in it.” Jim Tully is such a teacher. Jim owns
Tully Automotive and is also a church leader in Bettendorf, lowa. He is the husband of Judy and the father of
Tim, Dan, Joie, and Jimmy (who went to be with the Lord). He has a passion for cars, a love for the church con-
gregation that he pastors, and is never caught without a fresh joke
or funny story. Make no mistake, when it comes to his work, Jim
means serious business. It has been said that “adversity
introduces a man to himself.”

...Meet Jim Tully.

“If you’re going through hc’H kecp Qon\zg

—Winston Churchill

121: Tell us how your enthusiasm for cars began and led
to the establishment of Tully Automotive? i

JT: I grew up on a small farm in Illinois. We had a
tractor and other small farm equipment. My initial
mechanical education came from working on these.
When I was a junior in High School, I bought my Aunt’s
1931 Ford coup and put in a 57 Buick fuel injected V8.

10 ONE-TO-ONE CROSSING CULTURES
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numerous other upgrades made to the car
that, needless to say, turned it into a hot

rod. It was also at this time that Jim was in

a sledding accident that cracked his back
and ended up paralyzing his knees.

I went to an orthopedic doctor and 1
was healed. By the time I was a senior in
high school, I sold the car because I knew I
was leaving home. I graduated in 1960 and
moved on, doing mill and railroad work.

inevitable race between he and his broth-
er-in-law took place.

“He lost.” Jim said with a casual confi-
dence. “I was a fanatic,” he added. Jim's
brother-in-law must have not had hard

feelings because it wasn’t long after that
- Jim went to work for his brother-in-law’s

car dealership. Before this, Jim had been
working as a welder for John Deere, but
made the switch after listening to older

6

&
I was a fanatic... | bought a 1955

Chevy 210 Series. The Mississippi River divided

the town and I had the fastest car

west of the river and my brother-in-law had

144

the fastest car on the east side.

During that time, all of my buddies loved
cars, as did I. I bought a 1955 Chevrolet 210
series. The Mississippi River divided the
town where I lived. I had the fastest car west
of the Mississippi and my brother-in-law
had the fastest car on the east side.

Jim set the scene of evening hot rod

races where crowds gathered and the

SUMMER 2005

workers at John Deere complain about not
following their dreams when they were
young.

"That is what triggered me thinking
that I should make a change,” Jim said.

Working for his brother-in-law, Jim was
now gaining more experience doing what
he loved best, mechanical and body work.

supporting businesses

R.W. Beckett Corporation
John D. Beckett, Chairman
P.0. Box 1289 = Elyria, OH 44036
(440)353-6203 » www.beckettcorp.com

Contractors of Today, Inc.
Gary Soutullo, Owner
P.0. Box 850941 « Mobile, AL 36685
(251)639-1578

Cornerstone Furniture Inc.
Quentin 5. Mulder, Owner
915 Grand Rapids St. = Middleville, M| 49333
(269)795-3259 » cornerstonefurniture.com

VRS Associates, Inc,
Marketing Communications
Vivian Ruth Sawyer, Owner

615 Breckinridge Lane, Ste. 100

Louisville, KY 40207

(502)899-7613 » email: vrsinc@aol.com

Axia Merchant Services
Randal Clark, CEO/President
Erik Krueger, Chairman
1129 State Sireet Suite #3E
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(877)875-6114 « axia-eft.com
e-mail: rclark@axia-eft.com
e-mail: ekrueger@axia-eft.com

MacLeish Building, Inc.
Dan & Joyce MacLeish &
Dan MacLeish Jr., Owners
650 E. Big Beaver #F
Troy, Ml 48083-1432
(248)524-3244

The Discovery Thrift Store
Gary Browning, President/Director
Bob Swindle, Manager/Counselor
9908 County Rd. 64 « Daphne, AL 36526
(251)621-0682

Would you like your business listed in
Marketplace Exchange? Contact Jonathan
Simpson at: (251)633-7900, or via e-mail at:
jonathan.simpson@csmpublishing.org




“Back then there were no technical
schools. I figured I would work in the
industry and receive a hands-on education.
I was married to Judy in January of 1963, the

same day of her birthday. Now, I only had |

one date to remember.”

In 1965 Jim had gone back to John
Deere but was building his mechanical and |
body shop business on the side in his own j
garage. Finally the day came when he went
full time for himself. His business was
growing and he had his own auto shop in
the downtown business district. it seemed

Jim was living his dream until 1970, when a
horrible gas fire at Jim's shop left him in
critical condition for 14 days and incapaci-

tated for 9 months. With no insurance it
almost cost Jim his business but, with the

who was three years old, suddenly became

very ill and unresponsive. We took her to
the hospital where, after four weeks and
many tests, the doctors said she had three
days to live due to a blocked liver.

- “A horrible gas
fire at Jim's shop

help of his wife Judy, one employee and his

brother-in-law, the business survived.

121: How were things for you spiritu- ;

ally during this time?

JT: I had grown up devout Catholic. I °
have brothers that are priests and sisters that |
are nuns, but it was not a good family situa- |
tion growing up. The year that I really met |
the Lord was 1972, when everything hit at

once and brought us to an awareness of our

vulnerability. Before, we thought we could

conquer the world.

I had just received a large loan to start a
parts store in addition to the body shop.
The first few months went well, but then
energy crisis hit and my business crashed.
During this time also, my wife almost died
because of hemorrhaging with the delivery
with our son Jimmy. At one point the doctor
had even said, “she’s gone.” It was during
these pressurizing times that Jim says he
“got saved and filled with Holy Ghost.”

121: Did you go to a Charismatic
Catholic Church?

JT: No, we were Charismatic members

of a regular Catholic Church. Soon after our
conversion experience, our daughter Joie,
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left him in critical
- condition for 14 days

and incapacitated for
77

9 months.

Now, as a believer and man of faith Jim
told me how he and Judy cried and prayed
there at the hospital, then went into their
daughter’s hospital room. Suddenly, Joie
seemed fine. She sat up in her bed and
greeted her parents.

During the drive back from the hospital
that evening, we recognized God’s healing.
The next day when we arrived to the hospi-
tal, Joie’s doctors approached us. Two of
them said “We have no idea what happened’
but that Joie was doing fine and had no more
signs of illness. The third doctor, with tears
in his eyes, said that he could not under-
stand how the other doctors were not believ-
ers in Jesus. This had been a true miracle.
Joie was able to leave the hospital the next
day. That was confirmation that what we
believed was real.

Jim and Judy became increasingly
involved in their church. With the permis-

- sion of their priest, they began leading
- prayer meetings and home group meetings
teaching from the book What is a
! Christian Family? Soon, there began to

be a real move of the Holy Spirit within the

. church. “We started getting magazines such
- as New Wine and New Covenant,” said Jim.

During this time Jim became the Vice

President of the Full Gospel Business Men’s
- Fellowship in his area. It wasn't long before

the news of what God was doing had

spread and Jim and Judy were invited to
lead similar home group meetings at a
nearby Lutheran Church while remaining
- members of the Catholic Church.

Real relationships were being devel-

- oped. People were receiving the Baptism of
- the Holy Spirit and there was cohesion
. among us. But our Priest left the church and
we got a new priest who did not approve of
our being involved outside of the church.

He insisted that all church needs were to be
met within the church.
Jim decided it was time to leave. Not

' long after, at a Christian Fellowship confer-
ence in Chicago, Jim received encourage-
ment from Pastor Hap Arnold to continue
working with those that God had joined to

him through the home group meetings. Jim

' returned to Bettendorf with the desire to

let God establish whatever would happen
next. Bettendorf Covenant Community
Church began with Jim's family, two other
couples and a few friends who looked to

" Jim for spiritual leadership.

When the Postmaster told me that our

| church name would be shortened at the post
| office to “Bettendorf Coven,” we decided to

change our name to River of Life Church.
In 1997, we were able to purchase our own

' church building. Today Judy and I are real-

ly just Mom and Dad encouraging them to
build one-to-one relationships. We must
walk in a way that brings them into that
same way of walking; my wife and I must be
a model. We try to have a spirit of helping.

You can get by saying tough things if you
' say it with compassion.

CROSSING CULTURES




121: Give us an update on your busi-
ness. What are the challenges you face?

JT: Besides the body shop we have
expanded into the industrial line, painting
custom colors on backhoes for example,
and powder coating for custom lighting.
This business, located in Davenport, is fac-
ing lean times. In recent years, fifteen com-
panies who did business with us have gone
bankrupt. Besides losing their business, a
substantial amount of money they owed us
could not be paid.

121: When your business is in a
downturn, what is the best way to
respond?

JT: Every day trust God and work the
best you know how. God asks us to over-
come depression and unexpected change.
I'm not talking about losing 10 pounds.
Being the boss, I am in the shop. If someone
is sick, I do their job. My employees say “I
have never seen a boss work like you do.” I
also had to get rid off all dead wood. God
just gave me one talent; he didn't give me
ten. I want to give him some return on that
talent.

God is going to test our faith...it’s not
going to be a written test. It will include
loss. Don't look at the circumstance and lose
sight of the big picture. Go to war and go to
the Cross. I listen to many people today
who think that God wants to fulfill their
dreams. I've been reading Hebrews 11
recently...what about those who were cut in
two? We can’t make the world into heaven.

The energy crisis was a world situation
that affected me personally. When the parts
store collapsed during the energy crisis, it
took me seven years to pay back the loan,
but God was in that. What would I be like
if  had gotten “my dream™? I was capable to
be blind to what God wanted and wide eyed
to what I wanted.

121: Do you think your sense of
humor has helped you face adversity?

SUMMER 2005

‘“Adversity
does not have
the final say,
God does.”

JT: You have to be able to laugh in the
middle of adversity because it helps break
the tension. Remember, adversity does not
have the final say, God does.

121: In your hody shop you have
been able to apprentice several men.
How did you know when they were
ready to be promoted?

JT: It’s pretty easy to see. They have to
carry within themselves a desire to accom-
plish, not just put in time. That is a com-
modity that many people don’t have. They
have to understand, not just do it because
they are told. They must have the right atti-
tude, to be able to think through the situa-
tions and do the small things well.
Everybody working for me understands,
you don't get paid because you are here.
And should they get promoted, they can’t
get the “boss syndrome.” To be a good
boss you must be a good servant.

Even when adversity comes, stay
encouraged as you run the race! €&»

sl i £ e s SR s =
Jonathan Simpson is the Director of
Development for CSM.
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Charles Simpson
continued from page 7

OPTIONS

We are faced with several options:
We can seek to escape the world around
us through an escapist theology or isola-
tion. We can draw lines and perceive
every one who opposes us as enemies.
We can hate them and destroy ourselves,
proving that we have not the heart of the
Father. Or we can follow those who
knew Him and love our enemies. We
can see today’s enemies as tomorrow’s
harvest. These options apply not only to
Islam; they apply to all kinds of people
who are much closer in proximity. They
apply to neighbors, the needy, to per-
ceived opponents, and to the other guy
on the same road.

The love of God is the motivation
for evangelism. Perhaps we can measure
our love by our ability to get behind
enemy lines and do good to those who
spitefully use us. Our real victory is not
simply to win in battle; it is to love
beyond the battle.

I confess to you that I have not
always loved my enemies. But, I am
convicted. I have been invited to speak
to a large gathering of former Muslims
who are reaching behind the lines.
They have committed their very lives. I
am challenged to be properly motivated
as I encourage them to train others who
will go beyond the lines.

I have just returned from Siberia,
deep in the heart of Russia...another
place where yesterday’s enemies have
become today’s harvest. I need your
prayers and support. Please pray with
me that I can help those who go behind
enemy lines and reveal the love of God.
Where the gospel is concerned—there
are no boundaries. €»

TR ST R S e e P S Y

Charles Simpson is Editor-In-Chief of One-to-One Magazine. He
ministers extensively throughout the United States and among
the nations.
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INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH

-

_Gary Henley

“After this | looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could

count, from EVERY nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne

and in front of the Lamb” (NIV) (emphasis added).

Sounds great, doesn't it? Very encouraging! But | can tell you by :
personal experience, we are certainly not there yet! The fact is, we have
had 2000 years to reach the people of the earth, and today, less than
one-third would even generally define themselves as “Christian.” In 5_
fact, | was in Bangladesh a few weeks ago, and it was hard to find a
Christian anyplace among those millions of people thronging the
; because he did, God regarded him as righteous.

streets.

14 ONE-TO-ONE

How can we know that EVERY nation, tribe, people and language
will actually be represented before the throne one day? We know
because it is based on the strongest promise in the Bible.

THE STRONGEST? 0h, ves; this is a “double-double dare you” kind of
promise repeated many times throughout Scripture. By the way, it is
also the foundation of the Gospel itself, the reason we non-Jews were
included in God’s Kingdom, and the promise itself is identified in
Scripture as “the Gospel in advance” given when there may have been
only one “for-sure” believer on the face of the earth.

That one “for-sure” believer was the son of an idol worshipper, and
he was raised in the worst idol-worshipping city of his day. One day, with
no warning that we know of, God said to this man, “If you will leave
everything and go where | tell you to go, | will bless you, and you will be
a blessing, and all the peoples of the earth will be blessed through you”
(Genesis 12:1-2).

We don't know HOW Abraham knew this was the voice of God, let
alone to act on it and wander out into the wilderness not knowing where
he was going. We are just told that “Abraham believed the Lord" and

CROSSING CULTURES




That promise is known as the Abrahamic Covenant. It is the basis
of our covenant with Jesus Christ today.

Peter quoted it when he explained the Resurrection of Christ and
tics so far, at all the money it takes from the local church budget to sup-
said to the crowd that everything that had happened to them in Acts 2
and 3 was based on this short statement (see Acts 3:17-25). According
to Scripture, five thousand men instantly believed, and Peter and John
landed in jail within “a New York minute”. Why would a 2000 year-old
purpose very clear to the heirs . . . He confirmed it with an oath.”

the miracles of Pentecost to the Jews in Solomon’s Temple. Basically, he

promise to Abraham create such a ruckus?

“God announced the Gospel in advance to Abraham” when he
made this promise; this was Paul's even more striking claim! In
advance? Yes, and Paul also said God sent Jesus to fulfill that promise
so we unqualified heathen could receive “the blessing given to Abraham”
- rose from the dead, His STRONGEST PROMISE was the reason He
redeemed you and gave you His Spirit, and He confirmed it “by two
But | still haven't told you why it is the strongest promise in the Bible.

Here's why..when God made that promise to Abraham, He did
something He never did to back up any other promise: He swore by
. people, and language—will stand before the Throne and in front of the

“I swear by myself” declares the Lord . ... “l will surely bless you. ...
and through your offspring ALL nations on earth will be blessed, because

and “the promise of the Spirit” (see Galatians 3:8, 14).
It is obvious that Peter and Paul thought this promise was critical.

Himself that it would surely be fulfilled!

you have obeyed me.”

WHY, with all the promises in the Bible, would God go all out and
The writer of .

actually swear by Himself with regard to this one?
Hebrews says it was for one reason:

“Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose
very clear to the heirs of what was promised, He confirmed it with an oath.
God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible = |
for God to lie, we ... may be greatly encouraged. We have this hope as an
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- anchor...” (see Hebrews 6:17-18).

Apparently, God thought the Christians of the Twenty-First Century
might look at the difficulty of evangelizing the world, at the sorry statis-

port those missionaries, at all the unsaved heathen after 2000 years, at

all the Muslims and Hindus and communists who thumb their noses at us,

and God thought we might actually think He had changed His purpose!
NO! “Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of His

Don't ever think that “missions” is not the most important thing
going on in the earth, or that maybe it won't work, or that God has other
priorities!

He SWORE on Himself to Abraham, His OATH was the reason Jesus

unchangeable things (His promise and His oath) in which it is impossible
for God to lie” (see Hebrews 6:18).
A great multitude that no one can count—from EVERY nation, tribe,

Lamb, and every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord. God swore on Himself it would happen, and it is His

number one priority in the earth today.

Now, doesn't that make you want to become a missionary? €&»

Gary Henley, the Director of International Outreach Ministries, travels

widely encouraging missionaries around the globe.
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