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Dear Bro. Charles: I want to thank you for seeking God and for sharing what God is
saying to you. Your letters have been a blessing and an inspiration to me. I pray that
God will continue to use you in a mighty way for the building up of the Body of Christ. I
am praying for you and for Carolyn.  

—Brenda H., Mobile, AL

Dear CSM: The “Living In the Unimaginable” (D112P) CD series was very strengthening
and helpful. Thank you. I am praying for Charles’ wife, Carolyn, that her health will be
restored. 

—G.S.J., Scarborough, Ontario, Canada

Dear CSM: Thanks so much for your messages. They are so appreciated and shared!
—Helen B., Appleton, WI
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THE GULF COAST IS MY HOME.  ITS

sparkling briny seas and brackish

bayous and crystal streams min-

gle and flow through my veins; my

skin is freckled with its sunshine;

my ears echo with the laughter

and songs and, lately, the cries of

its people. So much of our family

history is here…and now a new

mission beckons to us.

As the winds and waves of

Hurricane Katrina were dying

down here in the Mobile Bay

region, our thoughts and prayers

turned towards our coastal neigh-

bors a few miles to the west in

Mississippi and Louisiana.  

The day after the storm, even

as waters receded along the shat-

tered Alabama and Mississippi

coasts, two key levees protecting

the low-lying city of New Orleans

broke, precipitating an unprece-

dented flood disaster for “The Big

Easy.” In the ensuing days, a

tremendous wave of human suf-

fering poured across and then out

of the city, as evacuees fled

across the United States like

ever-widening ripples in a pond.

Hard on the heels of Katrina

came the harsh Hurricane Rita,

which ripped into Louisiana and

Texas. 

As we prayed and worked to

alleviate the suffering and to

bring emergency supplies to

affected areas, the Lord spoke

this word to me:  “Here comes

the harvest.”  I was reminded of

this powerful passage from

Matthew chapter 9:

“Then Jesus went about all the

cities and villages, teaching in

their synagogues, preaching

the gospel of the kingdom, and

healing every sickness and

every disease among the peo-

ple. But when He saw the mul-

titudes, He was moved with

compassion for them, because

they were weary and scat-

tered, like sheep having no

shepherd.  Then He said to His

disciples, ‘The harvest truly is

plentiful, but the laborers are

few.  Therefore pray the Lord

of the harvest to send out

laborers into His harvest’”

(Matthew 9:35-38).

Even as some American citi-

zens were paralyzed with fear or

indecision, many Christians heard

the call of the Holy Spirit and

moved by the compassion of

Christ to minister to those who

were “weary and scattered.”  The

outreach effort will be ongoing for

months, if not years, to come.

I appreciated the report of one

Mississippi pastor, Horace Vinson,

who was receiving and distributing

aid, even as his own building was

damaged. Watching Christians

from other areas unloading

donated supplies at his facility, he

said, “I am really seeing the Church

be the Church.” Government and

social officials acknowledged that

even as other agencies failed in

their early response to the storm,

it was the followers of Jesus Christ

who leapt into action, stood in the

gap, gave generously of their

time, money, and energy, opened

their homes and hearts, and

poured out their love, making a

vital difference in untold numbers

of lives.  

It is for times such as these that

we have been born. Let us pray to

the Lord of the harvest, that He

would continue to anoint and send

laborers into His harvest field.  This

is not the time to sit on the sideline

and point fingers. I believe that out

of great tragedy and sorrow, we

will see thousands of precious

hearts and lives saved by the

power and love of Jesus Christ.

CSM has already distributed

tens of thousands of dollars to

affected churches along the Gulf

Coast, as well as helping to net-

work resources with needs.

Please continue to stand with us.

We not only ask for donations for

hurricane relief, but we need spe-

cial offerings for CSM’s ongoing

work in ministry and publishing.

We have taken a significant hit

in our regular income, and we

cannot continue in our mission

without fresh funds (see

www.csmpublishing.org for

more details or send gifts to P.O.

Box 850067, Mobile, AL 36685.)

Please keep us in your

prayers and in your giving dur-

ing these days.  God spared our

facilities and He has given us a

job to do.  By His grace, we will

be faithful to carry it out and

see His Resurrection life poured

out along the Coast and among

the nations. 

Stephen Simpson is the Editor of One-to-One

Magazine. To contact him, please call Charles

Simpson Ministries at (251)633-7900 or 

e-mail: stephen.simpson@csmpublishing.org. 
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Grant Simpson, an Elder at Covenant Church of Mobile and other volunteers load
vital supplies to deliver to Hurricane victims in Mississippi and Louisiana.

Our Ongoing Response to Natural Disasters  
By Stephen Simpson

The HarvestHere Comes

Hurricane Katrina Evacuees at the New
Orleans Superdome In New Orleans, LA
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What we believe will determine how we act at this critical
moment in history.   By Charles Simpson

In Ephesians chapter 2, Paul makes it clear that while
we are saved by grace, we are saved to do good works (see
verses 4-10).  Grace is a divine substance given to us; we are
to share it with others.

JESUS WORKED
The God of grace also works.  He worked in creation,

He worked through His people, and He worked through our
Lord.  There are many, many references to the work of Christ
(see John 5:16-23). Jesus forgave, healed, delivered, fed thou-
sands, and sometimes He labored all night (see Mark 1:29-39).

Jesus also said that those who believed in Him would do
the works that He did and even greater works (see John
14:12).  He also said that we, His followers, are the light of the
world; as people behold our good works, they glorify the
Father in heaven (see Matthew 5:16).  

My friend Jim Newsom has observed that “light is seen
and not heard.”  It is not that the world hears us and glorifies
the Father, but that they see our works.  The implication is
that our works are done in and before the world, and that is
the key to evangelism.

THE POWER OF WORKS
General William Booth saw the poor of London and began

to help them through what is now the Salvation Army.  The
credibility of their message was established by what they did.
Even the secular society has embraced the Salvation Army

with much respect; during the Hurricane Katrina relief effort,
they have been extremely active and effective here along the
Gulf Coast.

David Wilkinson saw the gang problem in New York
City and began to fast and pray; then he set out to reach
them.  His book The Cross and the Switchblade tells the
amazing story about his step of faith and the wonderful
results.  Many thousands of people were affected.

Hebrews chapter 11 describes the acts of faith that subdued
kingdoms.  History is constructed on the actions of those
whose faith moved them beyond talk to walk.

JAMES
The book of James is written to the “twelve tribes which

are scattered abroad.”  These are Jewish Christians who had
been dispersed by persecution (see Acts 8:1). James is giving
instruction as to how they should live their lives in an often
hostile world.  He is describing how “light” operates in
darkness.

Jesus had prayed that His disciples would be sent into
the world (see John 17:19).  It took persecution and martyr-
dom to accomplish this.  James himself was martyred not
long after writing his book.  The “scattering” sent believers
out into the world where their character and actions were
seen.  In spite of the horrible persecution, they were effective
and multitudes came to Christ.  Their confessions of faith
resulted in acts of faith.  

SEVERAL YEARS AGO, I SHARED A CONFERENCE
speaking platform with a Roman Catholic Cardinal.  I remember a
striking comment that he made: “The question is not faith or works,
but a faith that works.”  In the wake of hurricanes, fires, wars, and
other trials, this issue is all the more relevant today.

The apostle Paul tells us what faith is; James tells us what faith does.

Faith and works are not two separate issues; if they were, both would be

invalid. Real faith is a faith that works. Paul and James would agree.
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In other words, faith is active in all of life.  It brings victory wherev-
er it is applied. One of his most telling comments is that faith unapplied
is deception (see James 1:22).

THE CHALLENGE
Perhaps our greatest challenge is to move the Church from talk to

walk.  For many “believers” the Church is merely an audience gathered
to be entertained. Too often the experience of worship fails to produce acts
of worship.  The repetition of an orthodox liturgy leaves the congregants in

a hypnotic state.  The deception is that some believe that con-
fession is enough.  But neither the Bible nor history validate
that claim.

How can we change this mindset?  This is the challenge.
We are being reminded that the Holy Spirit empowers us to
act.  The purpose of the Holy Spirit is to conform us to both
the character and works of Christ.  Romans 8:28 tells us that
“all things work together for good to those who love God and
are called according to His purpose.”

Noah was called according to God’s purpose and he built
an ark; Abraham likewise set out on a journey; Moses led
Israel to Canaan; David killed a giant and extended the king-
dom; Jesus was called to the Cross for our sins; and the apos-
tles went out to deliver  the Gospel.  And on and on we could
we could go, speaking of those whose faith moved them to
action. Their actions made our lives and freedoms possible.

The answer to the question, “How we can change this
mindset?” can only be found in the Word of God, which will
not return void (see Isaiah 55:11).  The Word is active and acti-
vating. God’s Word reminds us of those who heard, believed,
and obeyed.  

Preaching psychology and “smooth sayings” will not awak-
en the sleepers (see Isaiah 30:10).  It will only deepen their

slumber. We live in times of peril. My observation is that with all of the
action of terrorists and secularists, western Christians still have not
awakened. My experience in Europe and North America is that most
believers are still inclined toward pulpits that comfort us in our lethar-
gy. The pulpit must become a sharp stick, even if the recipients kick
us in return (see Ezekiel 3:18; 33:8).

THE VISION  
A friend once told me of a vision that he had:  An officer was address-

ing his troops. “Men, we face a great battle today. We have a tough,
well-trained enemy and some of you will die.  But the cause is great and
you see before you the best trained army in the world. You also have the
very best equipment in the world.  Now, it is time to fight; God bless
you.”

As the officer concluded, the men smiled and congratulated their
officer on a great speech. They begin pulling off their uniforms and put-
ting on civilian clothes. “Glad you could be with us today,” the officer
said as the troops began leaving. Does this scene sound familiar?

Our Captain requires more than our attendance and appreciation. He
requires action on a personal level.  The war is real and the stakes are high.

RUNNING THE SAME PLAY
I grew up in a small Southern community where football was the

favored sport.  We had a very respected coach and we won champi-
onships.  The coach taught us many offensive plays and we practiced
them over and over every day.

The games were played on Friday nights and the stands were full of

In trials 
In prayer
In wealth or poverty
In temptation
In obedience
In caring for others
In impartiality
In mercy
In risk-taking

In obtaining wisdom
In avoiding 
unnecessary conflict
In submitting to God
In facing the future
In waiting for 
Christ’s return 
In healing the sick

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

•

James gives us many ways that
FAITH WORKS:
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cheering fans.  Often we would run a play that
failed to advance the ball. When that occurred,
we would run a different play and keep trying
until we found plays that worked.

The Church has not learned that lesson.  We
continue to run the same play with the same
results. It is time to allow the Holy Spirit to call
some new plays that will advance the Kingdom
cause. And by the way, this is no game. 

REVIVALS
History has recorded some great revivals,

such as the “Great Awakenings,” the Welch
Revival, and the New Hebrides Revival.
These revivals have been launching forces for
renewal.  The Charismatic revival served as
motivation for many believers to move into
ministry.  We should continue to pray for fur-
ther revival.

Because revivals have produced manifesta-
tions of the Holy Spirit, many believers find
themselves looking for the next place where

new manifestations of the Holy Spirit are
occurring. When they occur, these people
begin “flocking to the shrine.”  Such an atti-
tude produces fads that are short-lived.  I have
witnessed my share of this.

When I was a boy, I was traveling through
a certain town with my father when he said,
“Do you see this town?”  Of course I did.  “It

is burned over,” he said.  
“What do you mean?” I asked.  I saw no

burned houses.  But he continued, “Years ago
there was a revival here, but it continued until
the people were emotionally burned out.  Now
you cannot motivate these people.  They only
remember the past.”

I have thought a lot about that and realized
that there are a lot of places and people like
that. More revivals may not be our answer.
More obedience is.

I once lead a strategic meeting of leaders
and we all agreed on a plan of action.  As we
closed, one man asked, “Could we pray that
we will all do what we have agreed on?”  I
thought about this request.  “No,” I respond-
ed, “it is time to do it, not pray about it.  God
has spoken to us and that is His part; now
obeying is our part.”  And it still is.
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OCTOBER 28-30 •COLUMBIA, SC

ACM-Assoc. of Covenant Ministries

Dennis Coll • (740) 862-6443

NOVEMBER 4-6 • ROCHESTER, NY

Shepherd’s Heart Church

Doug Morgandy • (585) 752-8980

NOVEMBER 12-13 • MT. JULIET, TN

Abundant Life Church

Larry Grainger • (615) 754-7035

NOVEMBER 19-20 • MOBILE, AL

Living Word Christian Center

Bishop Levi Knox • (251) 475-5683

DECEMBER 9-10 • MISSION VIEJO, CA

Saddleback Covenant Church

Kevin Davenport • (949) 770-0291

DECEMBER 18 • MOBILE, AL

Covenant Church of Mobile

Stephen Simpson • (251) 639-9020 
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We live in times of peril.

But faith is active in all

of life. lt brings 

victory wherever is it

applied.

Charles Simpson is Editor-In-Chief of One-to-One® Magazine.

He ministers extensively throughout the United States and

among the nations.
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Canada
KINGSTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
P.O. Box 26015, 732 Milford Dr. Kingston,
Ontario K7M 4Y0 • (613) 384-1034 •
David Thompson, Pastor
E-mail: thomp@kingston.net

Alabama
COVENANT CHURCH OF MOBILE
7150 Hitt Rd. Mobile, AL 36695, 
(251) 639-9020 • Stephen Simpson,
Pastoral Team Leader
www.covenantchurch.cc

California
SADDLEBACK COVENANT CHURCH
23401 Madero, Suite A • Mission Viejo,
CA 92691 • (949) 770-0291 
Kevin Davenport, Pastor 
E-mail: info@saddlebackcovenant.com  
www.saddlebackcovenant.com

FOOTHILLS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
350 Cypress Ln. Suite B • El Cajon, CA
92020 • (619) 442-7728 • Mark Hoffman,
Pastor • E-mail www.foothillschurch.org

Connecticut
ABUNDANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
P.O. Box 108, 980 Main St. Willimantic,
CT 06226 • (860) 456-2522 • Kevin
White, Pastor • E-mail: alccwilli@prodi-
gy.net • www. geocities.com/alccwilli

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
403 Church St. • New Britain, CT 06051
(860) 229-2083 • Ronald Brackett, Pastor

TREE OF LIFE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
122 Colman St. • New London, CT 06320
(860) 447-3757 • Samuel Spatafore, Pastor

Florida
IGLESIA CRISTIANA CARIS
12200 S.W. 129th Ct. • Miami, FL 33186
(305) 235-4471 • Elkin Espinal, Pastor  
Website: www.caris.org

MIAMI TEAM
P.O. Box 924394 • Homestead, FL, 
33092-4394 • (305) 258-2820, 
Joseph Holbrook, Director
E-Mail: josephholbrook@miamiteam.org
www.miamiteam.org

GRACE CHAPEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
2960 Plummer Cove Rd. • Jacksonville,
FL, 32223 • (904) 288-8808 • Pastors
Larry Broch; Billy Richards; David Eure 
E-mail: grace@cxp.com 
www.gracechapel.com

COVENANT COMMUNITY CHURCH
1007 Gospel Rd., Ft.  Walton Beach, FL
32547, • (850) 863-1323 • Jim Grabo,
Pastor

Georgia
CHRISTIAN COVENANT CHURCH
1105 West 2nd Avenue • Albany, GA 31707
(229) 883-4334 • John Lowry, Pastor

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
P.O. Box 1286 • Suwanee, GA 30024, 
(678) 442-0401 • John Duke, Jr., Pastor

ISLANDS COMMUNITY CHURCH
905 Betz Creek Road • Savannah, GA
31410 • (912) 897-6630  
Douglas Patterson, Pastor 
E-mail: douglaspatterson@earthlink.net

BOY WITH A BALL 
P.O. Box 491207 • Lawrenceville, GA,
30049 • (866) 510-3688 • Jamie Johnson,
Director • losjohnson@boywithaball.com
www.boywithaball.com

Illinois
SPIRIT OF GOD FELLOWSHIP & 
RESTORATION MINISTRIES
16350 State St. • South Holland, IL
60473 (708) 331-1234 • Dr. John Sullivan 
E-mail: jfsdds1@aol.com

FOUNTAIN OF LIFE CHURCH 
2 S 361 Glen Park Rd. • Lombard, IL
60148 • (630) 627-7202 • Randy Barr,
Pastor • E-mail: rbarr@folc.net
www.folc.net

Iowa
MASON CITY COVENANT CHURCH
6 Hampshire Ct. • Mason City, IA 50401
(641) 424-6339 • William Backlin, Pastor
E-mail: backlin6@mchsi.com

RIVER OF LIFE CHURCH
4855 Forest Grove Drive, P.O. Box 347 
Bettendorf, IA 52722 • (563) 332-5585 
Jim Tully, Pastor

Kentucky
NEW COVENANT CHURCH
1200 Jefferson St. • Paducah, KY 42001
(270) 575-3400 •, Mike Rothwell, Interim
Pastor •  E-mail: rothwell@nccpad.org
www.nccpad.org

NEW LIFE CHURCH
3402 Goose Creek Rd., • Louisville, KY,
40241 • (502) 426-3132 • Tim Parish,
Pastor

WINCHESTER COVENANT CHURCH
142 E. Broadway • Winchester, KY 40391
• (859) 744-7453 • Stephen Humble,
Pastor • E-mail: ccf@qx.net 
www.web.qx.net/shumble

OUTWARD FOCUSED
P.O. Box 22155 • Louisville, KY 40252-
0155 (502) 426-0685 
Jim Newsom, Executive Director   
E-mail: info@outwardfocused.org 
www.outwardfocused.org

Louisiana
OBERLIN COVENANT CHURCH
P.O. Drawer H • Oberlin, LA 70655
(337) 639-4465 •  William Currie, Pastor
E-mail: wandfam@centurytel.net

COVENANT FAMILY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3113 Coteau Rd. • New Iberia, LA 70560
(337) 367-5879 • Steve Hebert, Steward
E-mail: vicki123@xspedius.net

Maryland
CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
12411 Sussex Ln. • Bowie, MD 20715
(301) 262-3625 • Bruce Miller, Pastor

NEW HERITAGE CHURCH
9005 Chevrolet Dr., Ste. B • Ellicott City,
MD 21042 • (410) 313-9660 
Randy Reinhardt & Fred Lessans, Pastors 
E-mail: newheritage@speakeasy.net 
www.new-heritage.org

Massachusetts
COVENANT CHURCH
9 Westminster Ave. • Arlington, MA
02474 • (781) 646-9027 • Brian Emmett,
Pastor • E-mail: bemmet@cov.org
www.covmin.org

Michigan
ASSYRIAN MINISTRY
200 S. Hooker Ave. • Three Rivers, MI
49093 • (269) 279-2672 
John Booko, Director 
E-mail: revbooko@hotmail.com
www.assyria.freeservers.com

VICTORY LIFE CHURCH   
6892 D Drive North • Battle Creek, MI
49017 • (269) 968-0045 • James
Sunnock, Pastor • www.victory-life.org

CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH
3433 South Lincoln Rd. • Mt. Pleasant,
MI 48858 • (989) 773-1800 
Daniel Siedlecki, Pastor 
E-mail: cmcc@sensible-net.com

COVENANT LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
P.O. Box 4662 • East Lansing, MI 48826
(517) 333-2583 • Norm Dufrin, Pastor  
E-mail: ndufrin@hotmail.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
4415 W. St. Joseph Hwy • Lansing, MI,
48917 • (517) 323-8180 • Pastor Fred
McGlone / Pastor Jim Ryckman
E-mail: fbmcg3@aol.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
2360 Opal Lake Rd. • Gaylord, MI, 49735
(989) 939-7282 • Jeff Bennethum, Pastor

LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH   
2215 E. Michigan Ave. • Lansing, MI,
48912 • (517) 485-5483 • Malcom
Magee, Pastor • www.libertycc.net

COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
7700 West Blue Rd. • Lake City, MI
49651  • (231) 839-2244
Scott Goodwill, Pastor

THE MASTER’S CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
971 Dutton Rd. • Rochester Hills, MI,
48306 • (248) 651-6785  • Dr. Loren
Siffring, Pastor  • E-mail: Loren@eesc.com

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF
SOUTH EAST MICHIGAN  
3302 Paint Creek Drive • Oakland
Township, MI 48363 • (248) 693-1383 
Jim Bennethum, Pastor • E-mail:
jim@newcovenantchristianchurch.com 

NEW COVENANT CHURCH OF
WEBBERVILLE
7400 Stow Rd. • Fowlerville, MI 48836

(517) 468-3443 • Jeff Williams, Pastor

OKEMOS CHRISTIAN CENTER   
2630 Bennett Rd. • Okemos, MI 48864
(517) 336-4148 • Craig Dumont, Pastor
www.okemoschristiancenter.com

AGAPE’ CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
609 Cherokee • Kalamazoo, MI 49006
(269) 385-5772 • Ron Vestrand, Pastor
www. agapecc.com

Mississippi
COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH
P.O. Box 107 • McComb, MS 39648 
(601) 249-4854 • Michael T. McCarty,
Pastor

GRACE TEMPLE
1131 Richburg Rd. • Hattiesburg, MS
39402  • (601) 264-0593 
Dwayne Higgason, Pastor
www.gracetemple.com

NEW COVENANT CHURCH
200 W. Garrard Rd. • Starkville, MS
39759  • (662) 323-4555 
Bill Murphy, Pastor

Missouri
CHRIST THE KING CHURCH 
9018 Big Bend Blvd. • St. Louis, MO
63119 • (314) 963-1278
Dr. Michael Peters, Pastor 
www.christthekinginfo.com

WASHINGTON BIBLE FELLOWSHIP 
920 West 6th Street • Washington, MO
63090 • (636) 390-9106 
Michael Ayers, Pastor  
www.washingtonfellowship.org

Nebraska
COVENANT FAMILY CHURCH
P.O. Box 34789 • Omaha, NE 68134
(402) 498-9819 • Mark Woodruff, M.D.,
Pastor, www.covenantfamilychurch.org

New Jersey
LONG BRANCH COVENANT CHURCH
252 Broadway, 2nd Floor • P.O. Box 4138
Long Branch, NJ 07740 • (732) 870-2028
Tony Moss, Pastor 
E-mail: Lbcovenant@earthlink.net

New Mexico
CALVARY ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1105 N. Pate • Carlsbad, NM 88220
(505) 885-9152 • Ralph Moats, Pastor

New York
FARMINGDALE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
117/125 Main St. • Farmingdale, NY, 11735
(516) 293-1838 • John Quince, Pastor 
E-mail: jandj1960@juno.com
www.forministry.com/11735fcc

North Carolina
BEULAHLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH
P.O. Box 3178 • Shelby, NC 28151
(704) 481-0990 • Harry J. Gregory, Sr., 
Sr. Elder-Apostle

COVENANT FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES
6062 Petra Mill Road • Granite Falls, NC
28630 • (828) 396-7690 • Terry Neal,
Pastor • E-mail: cfs@conninc.com

FOR THE MOST UP TO DATE INFORMATION, VISIT THE CSM WEBSITE AT WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG AND CLICK ON “FIND A CHURCH.”

Find a Church!
CSM’S NATIONAL DIRECTORY OF
CONTRIBUTING MINISTRIES 
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Jim Newsom
is a dynamic speak-
er with an amazing
life story. He is the
Executive Director

of Rivers of Living Waters
Ministries and Equipping Grace
Ministries, and ministers to pris-
oners and their families.

Ronald Gray,
Director of Missions
Growth for CSM’s
International
Outreach Ministries,

is “on the road,” encouraging
Christians and churches. Ronald
also leads short-term mission trips
to assist  IOM missionaries.  

Ohio
COVENANT FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
3948 Carson Salts Springs Rd. • Newton
Falls, OH 44444 • (330) 872-7060 • Dane
Price, Pastor • E-mail: pastordane@aol.com
www.covfam.org

NEW WINE COVENANT COMMUNITY
4770 Indianola Ave., Suite 140 Columbus,
OH 43214-1862 • (614) 785-9232
Michael Cook, Pastor 
E-mail: mcook@Sowers.US

CIRCLEVILLE CHRISTIAN
6985 Tarlton Rd. • Circleville, OH 43113
(614) 474-7984 • Contact: Church Office

COVENANT CHRISTIAN CHURCH
5550 Lancaster Newark Rd. N.E.
Pleasantville, OH, 43148 • (740) 862-
6443 Dennis Coll, Pastor
E-mail: covenantchristian@earthlink.net
www.covenantchristianchurch.us

EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
925 W. Hopocan Ave. • Barberton, OH
44203 • (330) 825-9603 • John Akins
and Joe Schoblocher, Pastors

SALT AND LIGHT MINISTRIES
925 W. Hopocan Ave. • Barberton, OH
44203 • (330) 706-0952 • John Akins,
President

Oklahoma
COVENANT LIFE CHURCH
3106 N. Utah • Oklahoma City, OK  73112
(405) 943-5939 • Dwight Cunkle, Pastor
www.covenantlifechurch.com

Tennessee
ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH
1000 Woodridge Place • Mt. Juliet, TN
37122 • (615) 754-7035 • Larry Grainger,
Pastor • www.alcmtjuliet.com

COVENANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP   NEW!
7510 Sleepy Hollow Rd. • Fairview, TN
37062 • (615) 799-2184 
Ron Embry, Pastor

Texas
CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH
17000 Longenbaugh Dr. • Houston, TX
77095 • (281) 463-6600 
Dennis Jamison, Sr. Pastor  
E-mail: ccc@christ-covenant-church.org
www.christ-covenant-church.org

IGLESIA VIDA DE PACTO
6125 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N., #505
Houston, TX  77041 • (281) 859-0191 
Manuel Montez, Pastor

COVENANT CHURCH OF SAN ANTONIO
4218 Thousand Oaks • San Antonio, TX
78217 • (210) 655-9788 • Boyd Bien,
Pastor www.covenantonline.org

CROSSROADS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
P.O. Box 3652 • Midland, TX 79702 
(915) 682-2190 • Cecil Robinson, Pastor

FOUNDATION MINISTRIES
P.O. Box 291130 • Kerrville, TX 78029 
(817) 444-6475 • Rene Brown, Director

COLLEYVILLE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
3508 Glade Rd. • Colleyville, TX 76034 
(817) 354-5757 • Carter Foster, Pastor
E-mail: carterfoster@pastor.com
www.ccfdfw.com

EVERROAD FAMILY MINISTRIES
5411 McPherson Rd., #84-102  
Laredo, TX 78041 • (715) 635-7824  
Terry Everroad, President 
E-mail: terry@everroad.com

Virginia
HARVEST CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
5 Serene Ct. • Stafford, VA 22556
(571) 334 8951 • Matt McNally, Pastor
E-mail: matt@provisiondent.com

HARVEST INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES
5 Serene Ct. • Stafford, VA 22556 
(540) 286-1560 • Jim and Sean McNally,
Pastors •  E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com

YADA INTERNATIONAL
c/o Bradley Stuart
5 Serene Ct. • Stafford, VA 22556
E-mail: harvestjim@aol.com
www.yadainternational.com

HERITAGE HARVEST FELLOWSHIP
37825 Hyatt Lane • Purcellville, VA
20132 (540) 668-6043
Gary Bergel, Pastor/Director
E-mail: BergelFam@aol.com

OAKBROOK CHURCH
1700 Reston Pkwy • Reston, VA, 20194 
(703) 437-4900 • Dan Wolfe, Pastor
E-Mail: scott@oakbrookchurch.org
www.oakbrookchurch.org

GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
8910 E. Pocahontas Trail
Willamsburg, VA  23187 • (757) 565-0801
Thomas McCormick, Pastor
E-mail: patmc@tni.net

VINE COVENANT MINISTRIES 
420 Hudgins Rd.
Fredericksburg, VA 22408
(540) 548-8456 
James E. Matthias, Pastor
E-mail: mhammond21@juno.com

Wisconsin
CORNERSTONE CHURCH 
106 Balsam St. • Spooner, WI, 54801
(715) 635-9222 • Bob Otto, Pastor
E-mail: crnstne@centurytel.net

FOR THE COMPLETE AND UPDATED LISTINGS, 
GO TO WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG

For more information:
(502) 426-0685

COMING TO YOUR AREA! ANOINTED SPEAKER & MUSICIAN

Itineraries
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A valuable tool for 
your ministry! 

CSM’s Contributing Ministries Program
equips believers with great teaching
resources, points visitors and potential
supporters to your ministry, and
encourages believers to take personal
responsibility for extending God’s
Kingdom…right where they live. Now
when you sign up, your  church or min-
istry will get FREE BULK MAGAZINES to
give out to visitors and supporters,
receive discounts on CSM resources,
and gain worldwide exposure by being
listed in this directory and in our web-
site! Contact us at Charles Simpson
Ministries (CSM Publishing) P.O. Box
850067 • Mobile, AL 36685-0067 •
Toll-free: (888) 811-2CSM.  

JOIN TODAY!

For more information:
(251) 626-1777 

OCTOBER 14-16 • FARMINGDALE, NY
Pastor John Quince

(516) 293-1838

OCTOBER 21-22 •  SOMERSET, PA 
Somerset Correctional Institution

Chaplain Phil Maust 
(814) 443-8100

NOVEMBER 11-13 •  RESTON, VA
Oakbrook Church 
Pastor Dan Wolfe 
(703) 437-4900

January 2006

JANUARY 5-8 • HATTIESBURG, MS
Grace Temple

Pastor Dwayne Higgason
(601) 264-0593

JANUARY 9-12 • MONTGOMERY, AL 
We Care Prison Crusade 

Dave Landis • (251) 368-8818

JANUARY 13-15 • STARKVILLE, MS
New Covenant Church

Pastor Bill Murphy 
(662) 323-4555

FEBRUARY 10-11 • FRACKVILLE, PA 
Mahanoy Correctional Institution
Chaplain Zieset • (570) 773-2158

MARCH 31 • FRACKVILLE, PA
Pastors and Wives Retreat

Pastor Wes Boyer • (570) 773-2158

OCTOBER 23 • ST. LOUIS, MO
Christ The King Church
Pastor Michael Peters

(314) 963-1278

NOVEMBER 12-13 • HOPKINSVILLE, KY
Bridge of Hope Fellowship

Pastor Roy King
(270) 885-3205

NOVEMBER 16-20 • BOGOTA, COLUMBIA
Pastors Conference, Gente Nueva, ,

Pastor Pedro Garcia
(251) 621-0983

NOVEMBER 27 • TALLAHASSEE, FL
Evangel Assembly of God,  

Pastor Teryl Todd 
(850) 385-1815

DECEMBER 4 AM • COLUMBIA, SC
Life Church International

Pastor Steve Allen 
(803) 794-1001

DECEMBER 4 PM • AIKEN, SC
Crown Christian Center

Pastor Finace Bush
(803) 502-0003
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The Serious Business of
Values and Influence

Jonathan Simpson interviews business owner Ferrill Gibbs
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WHEN FERRILL GIBBS WAS 10 YEARS OLD, HIS DAD GAVE HIM HIS FIRST

set of boxing gloves for Christmas.  “My first match was with my sister and I was lucky to get

a draw.  I’m not sure why getting hit was fun, but I loved the sport of boxing and was, even-

tually, actually pretty good at it. Some of my favorite fighters were Rocky Marciano, Gene

Fulmer and Carmen Basilio. I made sure that I tuned in on Wednesday and Friday nights to

see fights mostly sponsored by Gillette or Pabst Blue Ribbon. I admired those men because I

knew to some degree the satisfaction derived from overcoming fear and fatigue while taking

punishment.”

His greatest lifetime challenge, how-

ever, was not in a ring. In May 1996, he

was operated on for colon cancer. His

treatment following the operation con-

sisted of 48 weekly chemotherapy

treatments coupled with experimental

and other drugs. Ferrill notes, “Nine

years plus, I’m still here and cancer

free.  I wish to publicly thank God for

my health and all our friends who

prayed with me.  God has blessed me

far above what I really deserve.”  

Ferrill and his wife, Linnie, have been

associated with Covenant Church of Mobile and its people for

more than 35 years.  Presently, he and his son, Ferrill, Jr., and

son-in-law, Dennis Braswell, own and operate Southern Oil, a five

store chain selling gasoline, general convenience items, and deli

foods. He is a seasoned businessman who has demonstrated an

understanding of marketing principles

and the knowledge required to make

them work.

“Today”, says Ferrill, “you must

choose, what group you want to identify

with.  Now more than ever, there is a

great opportunity for Christians to make a

cultural difference.”  Ferrill himself is an

“influencer” who believes that being a

positive influence should be an objective

for Christians—as they go about their work.

Affirming this, with an eye on the emerg-

ing generation, he believes in fostering

opportunities for those willing to work.  Their training, he says, is

now a Church-wide challenge, especially in cases where good

parenting is not evident. 

What follows (on page 12) is a brief interview with this insight-

ful and successful entrepreneur….
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121:  As your business has grown and added stores, you’ve

undoubtedly faced times of taking business risks.  Under what

conditions do you take risks and how has it worked out for you?

FG: Obviously, the products we sell are in high

demand and we have ample competition.  One

slight miscalculation in terms of type of location

can have a significant bearing on anticipated vol-

ume.  Some risk is involved in practically every

site selection but we try to eliminate it complete-

ly by research.  Some of our study includes geo-

graphical location, traffic count, population den-

sity, existing competition, and finished cost of

development.  If the numbers are favorable when

compared to existing units, we proceed.  Faith,

however, is still required because you never real-

ly know until the doors are open, whether or not you made the

right call.  We have been right on all of our existing locations,

but earlier in my career I learned a valuable lesson.  I learned

the value of wise council and “two heads are better than one”.

121:  Do you believe there should be a difference in how Christians

measure business success compared to a non-believer?

FG: Profit is the most common measure of success in any busi-

ness. The difference could be the way people

operate their business and whether or not it

accomplishes their objectives. In our business,

profit is very important, but our methods must be

fair and honest in dealing with customers, employ-

ees, suppliers, and taxing authorities. We feel that

playing by the rules is God’s way.  We negotiate

hard but we can not misrepresent for gain. We

also work hard to develop positive relationships

with people who work with us.  I must admit that

most of the practical things I’ve learned about

the business came from our employees.  People

can truly be an asset.  Organizations that surround themselves

with smart, honest, dependable, and loyal employees are des-

tined for good things.  We believe we are successful when we

create a climate of mutual respect and open dialogue.

Ferrill Gibbs
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121:  You have expressed a concern for the emerging generation and the

bombardments they face by society.  How can this be addressed?

FG: I think most parents and grandparents love children and grandchildren as

I do and want the world they live in to be a place of peace and opportunity.  I

think most of us, however, are beginning to realize that our world is changing

daily.  Truth is altered by political correctness and “good ‘ole common sense”

has taken a back seat to foolish political thought. Christian values seem to be

changing daily.  Perhaps our traditional methods of teaching our children

should be reviewed in order to counter the constant pressure to conform to a

society that is moving in the wrong direction.  One example that is creative

and direct is currently underway in our local church.  Some ladies meet week-

ly with young girls and young women addressing real life issues and chal-

lenges they face.  I’m told that they answer the hard questions about dating

and other issues as well.  My hat is off to teachers who answer the hard ques-

tions and sometimes can resort to “I don’t know.”  Teachers who accept this

type of challenge can expose “cool” as uncool. They can make youngsters

understand that all that glitters is not gold.  When some of our best and

brightest are referred to as “nerds” and  “geeks”, then I think it’s time for us

to review our own thought process. I’m sure we have talented teachers in our

congregations that can convey to youngsters, and adults as well, that hard

work, education, and faith in God can direct us in a life that has a proper mix

of fun, freedom, and responsibility.  

121: What are some practical ways in which we can share our faith?

FG: There are many ways to share one’s faith, but one of the most com-

pelling to me is when a person’s behavior demonstrates Christian principles.

There is no question that I still have work to do in this area, but it does not

diminish the truth.  Jesus describes believers as salt, or that ingredient that

makes a recipe work.  Some salty characteristics of people who demon-

strate faith are honesty, integrity, a “be of service” attitude, hard working,

and one who sets the standard of performance.

In the social realm, a believer should be patient, kind, dependable, help in

time of trouble, a friend to all—avoiding political positioning, sincere, happy,

and in control of their finances.  They help in the time of trouble and what

they put their hand to do, they do it well. A person with these personal

attributes is rare in today’s world.  They do exist, however, and I believe that

the application of Christian principles can translate into effective leader-

ship.  Those who practice biblical instruction will usually wind up the head

and not the tail.  

Jonathan Simpson is the Director of Development for CSM. 
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supporting businesses

R.W. Beckett Corporation
John D. Beckett, Chairman

P.O. Box 1289 • Elyria, OH 44036
(440)353-6203 • www.beckettcorp.com

Contractors of Today, Inc.
Gary Soutullo, Owner

P.O. Box 850941 • Mobile, AL 36685
(251)639-1578

Cornerstone Furniture Inc. 
Quentin S. Mulder, Owner

915 Grand Rapids St. • Middleville, MI 49333 
(269)795-3259 • cornerstonefurniture.com

VRS Associates, Inc. 
Marketing Communications 
Vivian Ruth Sawyer, Owner

615 Breckinridge Lane, Ste. 100 
Louisville, KY 40207 

(502)899-7613 • email: vrsinc@aol.com

Axia Merchant Services
Randal Clark, CEO/President

Erik Krueger, Chairman
1129 State Street Suite #3E 

Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(877)875-6114 • axia-eft.com
e-mail: rclark@axia-eft.com

e-mail: ekrueger@axia-eft.com

MacLeish Building, Inc. 
Dan & Joyce MacLeish & 

Dan MacLeish Jr., Owners
650 E. Big Beaver #F 
Troy, MI 48083-1432 

(248)524-3244

The Discovery Thrift Store
Gary Browning, President/Director 

Bob Swindle, Manager/Counselor
9908 County Rd. 64 • Daphne, AL 36526

(251)621-0682

Would you like your business listed in
Marketplace Exchange? Contact Jonathan

Simpson at: (251) 633-7900, or via e-mail at:
jonathan.simpson@csmpublishing.org
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Approximately 15,000 people are blind in the Sankuru district,
located in the center of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  More
than 75% of these are blind because of preventable conditions, such
as cataracts, advanced glaucoma, and other treatable diseases. Dr.
Timothy Henry of International Outreach Ministries (IOM) is doing
everything possible—and some things that don’t seem possible—to
make certain it doesn’t happen to thousands more. 

Only 3 of the 300 health centers in the district offer eye care, and
only one offers more than eye washing, vitamins, and simple antibi-
otics.  The Good News Medical Center in Lodja, with its medical and
surgical ocular service, is that one. Established and directed by Dr.
Henry, it is leading the way toward effective change in the treatment
of preventable blindness in the Sankuru.  
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Good News Medical Center brings sight to the eyes
and hearts of people in Congo By Gary Henley

Meeting Hope With
Help In Africa 
IN CONGO, WARS AND GOVERNMENT CORRUPTION HAVE CREATED A NATION OF “HAVE-NOTS.”

While some minimal medical care is available, it is generally too little, too late, and much too

far away.  With virtually no roads, people often must walk more than 100 miles for treatment,

or seek help from amateur “healers” in their village. 
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Healing and Training
It is difficult to imagine how grievous it is to send a patient

home blind because the boiled-leaf eye drops used by a traditional
healer have destroyed his corneas.  Or to explain to an otherwise
healthy older man that the glaucoma which could have been surgi-
cally arrested years ago has gradually and permanently stolen his
sight.  Because of these and countless other patients whose lives
could be changed with basic but effective eye care, Dr. Henry has
established a medical and surgical eye care service in Lodja, with
the vision of expanding it into a reference center of eye care, as well
as a place of eye care training for nurses from throughout the
region.

Spiritual blindness is even more prevalent in the area, which
also concerns Dr. Henry. At the Good News Medical Center, the
Christians on the staff begin each day with devotions. A full-time
chaplain greets patients and shares the Gospel with them in various
ways, often praying with Dr. Henry for their needs. Praise and wor-
ship music plays continually in waiting areas and post-op wards, and
the Jesus film is shown often in the local dialect of Atetela. The staff
also shares Christ with visiting nurses or doctors from remote vil-
lage health centers and seeks to nurture their Christian faith before
they return to their villages in prominent places of leadership. 

Dr. Henry, a family-practice physician from Dallas, Texas,
moved with his wife, Sharon, and his son, Peter, to the Congo in
1994, to strengthen and help provide future direction for IOM’s
medical activities there.  Ten years of service for the Henrys has
included intensive language and tropical medicine training, the
establishment of a primary care clinic, displacement in a time of
civil war during which their home and clinic were pillaged, addition-
al training in surgical eye care, and finally the addition of a full-
faceted ocular care service. In addition to patients needing eye care,
others have the opportunity, perhaps for the first time ever, to
receive adequate treatment for such diseases as malaria which are
a continual menace to the life and strength of their communities.

A New Level
Now, however, Dr. Henry and IOM are seeking to raise this care

to a dramatically new level. The present clinic is limited in function
by its physical facility, a rented 5-room building built as a single-
family residence, with no running water or electrical system.
(Neither running water nor electricity is available in this town of
100,000 people. Due to the cost of fuel, a small clinic generator runs
only a couple of hours per day for surgeries and to power the video
simultaneously.)  We have therefore conceived plans for, and begun
construction of, a 15,000 square foot regional hospital and training
center for medical and surgical eye care. Construction began in
August 2004, and is estimated to require several years for comple-
tion, given the challenges of construction in the interior of a devel-
oping nation. So far, a concrete foundation has been finished, and
hand-made bricks are being prepared locally. 

Imagine building a hospital 600 miles away from paved roads,
with concrete brought by IOM’s river barges to a not-so-nearby river

port, then trucked to Lodja in aging trucks over washed-out sand
roads using expensive fuel. Local workers have seldom seen a con-
crete foundation poured, let alone one with actual re-bar as a base.
The water was carried to the site in containers on workers’ heads,
the concrete mixed with shovels, and poured over the rebar with
wheelbarrows. The pictures of this process will give you an idea of
the determination of this missionary doctor to bring Christ and
quality medical care to the needy people of central Congo. An addi-
tional $170,000 will be required to complete the construction, and
none of it is in hand. 

These obstacles do not deter Dr. Henry, a former Eagle Scout
who has committed his entire life to minister to the spiritual and
physical needs of the Congolese. In addition to all I have described,
Dr. Henry has also begun a simple video training program for pas-
tors (run by that same little generator), disciples a group of teenage
boys, directs the translation of books into Atetela, and has nearly
completed a hand-dug 130 foot well which will someday provide
fresh running water for the new hospital. Meanwhile, Sharon keeps
house in this waterless world, teaches women’s Bible studies, helps
with translation, and home-schools the very bright and inquisitive
Peter. Together with the rest of the IOM team in Congo, they are out
to change lives to the glory of God in a place where most live their
lives in desperate need, and in which His glory is not often
acknowledged.

If you would like more information about this amazing family, the
Good News Clinic and the emerging hospital, contact IOM at (251) 626-
1777. Also, see the Henry’s web site at www.CongoEye.org.

Gary Henley, the Director of International Outreach Ministries, travels

widely encouraging missionaries around the globe. 
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Charles Simpson Ministries
P.O. Box 850067
Mobile, AL 36685-0067

The Journey of Reclaiming Your Spiritual
Hunger For The Purpose And Presence of God

A  N E W A U D I O  S E R I E S

BY CHARLES SIMPSON
CD 1: Driven By Hunger 

CD 2: Blessed Are the Hungry
CD 3: How to Re-gain Your Appetite

CD 4: Samaritan Success

NEW SERIES! D113P 4CD SET.......$28 + $4.25 S & H

TO ORDER VISIT: WWW.CSMPUBLISHING.ORG O R  ( 8 8 8 )  8 1 1-2 C S M

or call toll-free: (888) 811-2CSM Monday-Friday 8AM-5PM CST.




