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EDITORIAL 
Christmas is a time for spectacular praise 

"The Magnifi Cat" 
BY BRUCE LONGSTRETH "W hat kind of animal is 

a magnifi cat?" 
"I'm not sure I 

know what you mean, Peter." 
"The priest said that next 

week the magnifi cat was going 
to be at our church." 

"Oh, that magnifi cat. It 's not 
a cat. It's a song. " 

"A song about a cat?" 
"No, there's no animal in­

volved. It's the song that Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, sang when 
He was born." 

"I remember angels, sheep, 
shepherds, cows, and wise men, 
but don't recall any cat." 

"Forget the cat, Peter. It 's 
Mary's song in Luke 1:46-55. In 
Latin it starts, 'Magnificat 
anima mea Dominum.' Maybe 
you've heard it in English: 'My 
soul doth magnify the Lord, and 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
'my Savior.' " 

"Magnificat ... magnify. They're 
the same words, huh? Why 
didn't he just say they were go­
ing to have the 'magnify' at 
church instead of trying to be so 
fancy?" 

To this day I don't know 
whether Peter was putting me on 
or not. But every Christmas I 
think about our conversation and 
the word that best describes this 
season, magnify. 

Magnify means "to make great, 
glorious, splendid, grand, gor­
geous, superb, princely, stately." 
Christmas is a time for souls to 
make a " spectacular spectacle" of 
praise to the Lord God. Some­
times, however, the soul shrinks 
back from the rush of Christmas. 
Offended at the tinsel, the bright 
lights, the Santas, and the rude­
ness of salesclerks, it may even 
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become self-righteous and draft 
ponderous theological studies on 
the evils of the Christmas cele­
bration when it should be shout­
ing, "Glory to God! " 

I like Christmas. Oh, my soul 
is as susceptible as anyone's to 
holiday shrinkage, but there is so 
much that's right about this ex­
uberant season: joyful children, 
friendly neighbors, caroling, 
Christmas pageants, and precious 
family times with aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and grandparents. 

More than that, Christmas is a 
reminder. It calls on the saints to 
remember the Lord for the in­
comparable thing He did for all 
mankind. In the incarnation of 
His Son, Jesus, God became 
more than laws on tables of 
stone. He became flesh. He came 
to suffer our temptations and 
pain, and to become our deliver­
er. "My soul doth magnify the 
Lord." 

While others find no room for 
nativity scenes in the public 
square, my soul is enlarged as it 
seeks to encompass the sights 
and sounds of the Incarnation. 
What a glorious night: the heav­
ens ablaze with innumerable an­
gels praising the birth of the 
King; shepherds rushing to Beth­
lehem to see the word of the an­
gels fulfilled; Mary waiting in 
wonder until the inspired words 
of a song that could no longer be 
silenced poured through grateful 
lips. "My soul doth magnify the 
Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior." 

Christmas is not a time for in­
dignant souls to fight to "put 
Christ back in Christmas" or for 
self-righteous ones to take Him 
out. It is a time for every soul to 

make great the name of the Lord 
God for His great gift. It is a 
time to command our souls to 
sing, to raise from deep within a 
praise that joins the angelic host 
in saying, "Glory to God in the 
highest!" 

With the hope that it may help 
keep your soul from shrinking , 
and help lift you to a level of 
praise you've never reached be­
fore, we offer this Christmas edi­
tion of New Wine. It begins with 
an article by Don Basham, who 
notes the faithfulness of two 
often overlooked figures in the 
Christmas story. Next, Charles 
Simpson shares the mystery of 
the Christmas season: God made 
flesh. And at this time of year 
when we so quickly say, "Peace 
on earth," you 'll enjoy the inter­
view with Charles Green, who is 
working to bring peace and unity 
to God's people. 

You'll find other Christmas sur­
prises throughout New Wine's 
pages, including, as always, our 
annual Christmas story. This year 
it's "Papa Panov's Special Christ­
mas," and it's sure to delight 
children of all ages. 

Our wish to you this holiday 
season is that the joy it brings 
will not be packed up and put 
away with the lights and orna­
ments once December is over, 
but that the joy of Christmas will 
be yours year round. This Christ­
mas may we all share His joy, ex­
press His goodness, and share 
His salvation as we renew our 
souls in the goodness and great­
ness of God, for "He who is 
mighty has done great things." 0 

Bruce Longstreth is 
editor of New Wine 
and Fathergram. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

A Word on 'The Word" 
We thank you for the monthly 

"Word." Ever since you initiated 
this feature we have been using it 
for the basis of our daily devotions. 

Also, the current issue of New 
Wine, "Guidance" (October), is just 
what my husband and I needed. 

Ruth Foster 
South Hadley, MA 

"Attention, Please" 
When a wonderful article fol­

lowed the dramatic title "At­
tention, Please" ("Homespun, " 
October), we wanted a particular 
detail to be correct. Mount St. 
Helens blew her top on May 18, 
1980, not May 19! This decapi­
tated peak is the pride of our 
Skamania County and a fulfill­
ment of Psalm 46:1-3. 

Doug and Betty Hopkins 
Carson, WA 

Pray for the Family Farm 
We were encouraged to hear 
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about the Kingdom Farm ("Cream 
of the Crop," September). God has 
blessed these people as they have 
depended on Him. 

Because agriculture has reached 
a critical point in North America, 
please pray for the family farm. 
It has proven to be the most effi­
cient kind of agriculture and has 
fostered a way of life that is in­
valuable. The problem that needs 
to be urgently solved is the fi- . 
nancing of young farmers who do 
not have their father 's farm equi­
ty behind them. Pray for all of us 
in that situation. 

Also pray for agribusiness. 
Problems here affect all of us as 
we try to balance the books at 
home and still feed our families. 

Gary and Grace Forget 
Ontario, Canada 

Needed Encouragement 
Thank you for your article 

"Portrait of a Phony" ("The Way 
I See It, " August). When I began 
reading it, I thought you were 

going to make fun of those young 
ministers who give up because of 
church opposition. (Sorry for 
that thought.) 

But as I kept on reading I real­
ized you were denouncing the 
kinds of things I'm going through 
right now. It really moved me 
because I thought I was alone in 
this situation. Now, I know 
many have given up . serving 
because of it, but I am encour­
aged to keep on going and not to 
give up. 

I've been working for a little 
evangelical fellowship (for free) 
since January, and I felt like giv­
ing up more than once. But the 
Lord wants me here (I can see by 
the fruit). I've been deeply hurt 
so many times by satisfied and 
jealous people but this afternoon 
I learned that the Lord is grieved 
too by what I'm suffering, and I 
thank you again for telling every­
body (at least New Wine readers) 
the way it is. 

Name Withheld 

Getting Rid of the Worm 
. The August issue has an arti­
cle, "The Worm Complex," that 
really helps me. I am a part of a 
young ministry and as we move 
into new areas of God's word, 
Satan tries to push me into feel­
ing that I'm a bigger and bigger 
worm. Even though I have to 
battle with feeling inadequate in 
my service to the Lord, I know 
that He has gone before me and 
all I have to do is be obedient and 
willing. 

Thank you for the August is­
sue. Everything in it has reaf­
firmed my feelings about getting 
the job done. 

Jewel Ivey 
Henderson, NC 

A Good Reference 
We have saved our New Wine 

magazines for years. This week 
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my seven year old asked me 
whether Halloween was good or 
bad and I was able to pull out 
last October's magazine with 
"Unmasking Halloween" to help 
me answer his questions. 

Diane Chrislip 
Eudora, KS 

An Evangelism Tool 
We are a young couple that 

the Lord has saved and challenged 
to follow and know Himlbetter. A 
month ago we went to see some 
friends who gave us a copy of 
your magazine. After we read it, 
the Lord stirred ~p our spirits to 
pray for you and your ministry, 
which God has raised up to min­
ister to the needs of the Church in 
these last days. Already we have 
managed to share the messages in 
your May issue ("AFresh Move 
of the Spirit") with a number of 
families, and the response is quite 
encouraging. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mutemi 
Mutua 
Nairobi, Kenya 

Hosanna! Music a Blessing 
Fantastic! Praise the Lord! 

My first Hosanna! Music tape 
was such a blessing. I can't imag­
ine them getting better but just 
like New Wine and Tape of the 
Month, I know they will. I was 
making blackberry jam when I 
first heard the tape. Best jam I 
ever made. 

Bonnie Freesen 
Bluffs,IL 

Out of the Pit 
The July issue ("Staying on 

Course"), as others have, min­
istered to me when I was just re­
covering from pitfalls caused by 
the enemy. I ran aground! Still, 
God forgives. It is really a tough 
position to be one of the leaders 
in one's church. It really hurts 
when you fail. But God is not 

searching for perfect people, but 
for available and teachable ones. 
Praise God! Jesus restored my 
self-esteem. 

Name withheld 

Joy on the Job 
Your September issue ("Work­

ing 9 to 5: It 's More Than Just a 
Living") was an answer to 
prayer. My job was becoming 
stagnant to me, although the 
Lord has abundantly blessed me 
in it financially. Yet I was 
discouraged and desiring to 
move on. 

I read the magazine from cov­
er to cover, and in each article the 
Lord dealt with me in the areas of 
my outlook toward my job. 

I know now that I will remain 
in this job, and through prayer 
and the Scripture references I 
will rearrange my thinking 
toward my co-workers, bosses, 
and attitudes of ministry to 
them. Thank you so much. 

Karen Crain 
Los Alamos, NM 
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W hen we think about 
the birth of Christ as 
it is recorded in the 

Gospels, certain characters and in­
cidents immediately come to mind. 

We remember how the angel 
Gabriel appeared to Mary, telling 
her she would conceive and bear 
a son and would name Him Jesus. 
We remember another angel in­
structing Joseph not to be afraid 
to take Mary as his wife. 

We remember the census or­
dered by Caesar, and how Mary 

6 

and Joseph made the difficult 
journey from Nazareth to Bethle­
hem right at the end of Mary's 
pregnancy. We remember how 
they were turned away at the inn 
and took refuge in a stable, where 
the baby Jesus was born. 

Then, we see shepherds bathed 
with the glory of God, standing 
on a hillside, listening in wonder 
as an angel announced the birth 
of the Savior. We see the heaven­
ly host that accompanied the an­
gel proclaiming peace on earth, 

and we see the mysterious star 
that the wise men followed to 
Bethlehem, where they could 
present to Jesus their gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

These are the characters that 
are part of every telling of the 
Christmas story. But two other 
people who played an integral 
part in the events of that holy 
time are usually mentioned only 
in passing if at all. They are Sim­
eon and Anna. 

Jesus was just over a month 
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are examp for us, 
hisper 
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old when, according to custom, 
Mary and Joseph brought Him 
to the temple in Jerusalem to be 
dedicated to God. Upon entering 
the temple courtyard, they were 
met in succession by two elderly 
people, Simeon and Anna, the 
last in a select retinue of in­
dividuals to whom God had sov­
ereignly chosen to reveal the 
secret of His Son's birth. 

When the Christmas story is 
told and Simeon and Anna are 
absent from it, much is lost 
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about the meaning of that event, 
for the lives of these two little­
known characters demonstrate 
qualities that the Lord desires in 
us all. 

Waiting for the Messiah 
The Scriptures furnish only a 

few facts about Simeon; never­
theless they are sufficient for us 
to draw some fairly accurate con­
clusions about the kind of man he 
was. His description as "a man in 
Jerusalem" who was "righteous 

and devout" would probably have 
fit many sincere Jewish men in 
the city-not just priests and 
Levites but tradesmen and mer­
chants as well (Lk. 2:25 NIV). 
Although some scholars suggest 
Simeon might have been a rabbi 
or a priest, the Scriptures offer no 
hint of that. Thfl man in Jerusalem 
could just as easily have been a suc­
cessful Jewish merchant. 

But one characteristic set Sime­
on apart from all other men. The 
Bible says, "He was waiting for 
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SORely Ann a haD Jaw 
Days? bo't. 'they neveR 

peRsoaoeO heR 'to Jeave 
heR v igil. 

the consolation of Israel" (v. 25 
NIV). Simeon was one of those 
sincere Jews who expected the 
Messiah to appear. The same 
verse adds, " ... and the Holy Spir­
it was upon him." That simple 
addition to the text places Sime­
on in the unique group of Bible 
characters who had an intimate, 
personal relationship with the 
Holy Spirit before He became · 
available to God's people as a 
whole on the day of Pentecost. 

In what additional ways the 
Spirit made Himself known to 

8 

Simeon we are not told. But the 
Bible does tell us the Holy Spirit 
had told him he would live to see 
the Messiah (see verse 26). It is 
not too difficult to imagine the ef­
fect of that revelation upon his 
life-it must have been a power­
ful continuing influence on all 
that he said and did, making him 
feel special and cherished. 

A Promise Fulfilled 
I cannot help but wonder if he 

shared with his family and 
friends this private revelation. If 

so, did they believe him or did 
they consider him some kind of 
religious fanatic? And how many 
yerurs had he lived with that 
blessed hope? Probably no other 
Jew in Jerusalem nursed in his 
breast such a precious secret. 

What does a man yearn most 
to see or achieve before he dies? 
Wealth? Reputation? Not Sim­
eon! His one burning passion in 
life was to live long enough to see 
the fulfillment of God's promise 
that he would see the Lord, a 
promise that inspired him to a 
righteous and devout life. 

Then, at last, the day came. 
One sunlit morning no different 
than a thousand others on which 
Simeon had arisen to offer prayers 
and praises to God, his worship 
turned into a sudden, glad urgen­
cy that quickly permeated his 
whole being. He knew he had to 
go to the temple immediately! 
The scripture says, "Moved by 
the Spirit, he went into the tem­
ple ,courts" (v. 27 NIV). 

Imagine Simeon standing in 
the temple courtyard when Mary 
and Joseph approached with the 
infant Jesus. His eyes must have 
riveted on the child as his whole 
being resonated to the trium­
phant note sounded by the Holy 
Spirit within him: "Messiah! " 

As if he had trained and re­
heru~sed for the moment, Simeon 
swept the baby Jesus up in his 
arms, and with eyes lifted in 
gratitude toward heaven, began 
praising God for fulfilling His 
word. 

"Sovereign Lord, as you have 
promised, you now dismiss 
your servant in peace. For my 
eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in 
the sight of all people, a light 
for revelation . to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people 
Israel" (vv. 29-32 NIV). 

Mary and Joseph's surprise at 
having their infant son unexpect-
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edly lifted from their grasp may 
have been exceeded only by their 
surprise at the prophetic words 
pouring from Simeon's lips. Until 
then, the revelation of the divine 
destiny of their son had foretold 
only His redemptive role for the 
children of Israel. Now this pro­
phetic bearded stranger, holding 
their son so lovingly and tender­
ly, described Him as "a light for 
the revelation of the Gentiles." 

Simeon's one moment of glory 
did not end until he had also 
blessed the parents and brought 
additional prophecy concerning 
the ministry of Jesus and the 
mother's pain that Mary would 
one day experience because of her 
son's redemptive mission. Then, 
the moment that Simeon had 
awaited so long was over. He re­
turned the baby Jesus to His par­
ents and strode from the temple. 

We are not told how long Sim­
eon lived. Perhaps that very day 
after he returned rej oicing to his 
own home, the Lord summoned 
him like Jacob, who when he 
"had finished giving instructions 
to his sons, he drew his feet up in­
to the bed, breathed his last and 
was gathered to his people" 
(Gen. 49:33 NIV). 

But could a servant of God 
ask for a better end-to breathe 
his last knowing that he had been 
faithful and that God had kept 
His promise? 

"Well done, good and faithful 
servant!...Come and share your 
master's happiness!" (Mt. 25:21 
NIV). 

Sixty Years of Devotion 
As Simeon concluded his pro­

phetic remarks, handed the baby 
Jesus back to His parents, and 
walked away, Anna, an eighty­
four-year-old prophetess, ap­
peared. The Scriptures furnish 
enough detail about Anna's life 
for us to marvel at her faithful­
ness as well. Widowed after only 
seven years of marriage, she had 
worshiped in the temple at Jeru-
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salem day and night for at least 
sixty years. The Scriptures tell 
us that like Simeon, she also was 
looking for the Messiah, and the 
"redemption of Jerusalem" (Lk. 
2:88 NIV). 

Undoubtedly, Anna had spent 
many days and nights specifical­
ly praying and fasting for Jesus' 
coming and for the establishment 
of His messianic rule in Israel. So 
when Joseph and Mary entered 
thie temple courts with the baby 
Jesus, she too began to thank 
God for allowing her to see the 
Lord's Christ, and rushed to tell 
other worshipers at the temple 
that He was indeed the Messiah. 

In some ways, Anna's story is 
even more touching than Sim­
eon's. The Scriptures suggest 
that Simeon led a fairly normal 
life in Jerusalem. But from the 
time she was widowed, Anna nev­
er left the temple, spending sixty 
years of her life in daily devotion 
to the Lord. Both she and Simeon 
longed for the coming of the 
Messiah, but Anna had received 
no special revelation that she 
would actually live to see Him. 
How much more touching then 
was her surprise, her joy, and her 
sense of wonder when one glo­
riollls day the Holy Spirit turned 
her attention to a special young 
couple bringing its baby son into 
the temple for dedication. 

Outwardly they certainly must 
have seemed no different than 
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of 
young families she had seen enter 
the temple through the passing 
years, coming to present their 
firstborn sons to the Lord. Yet 
that day, as her gaze fell on one 
particular infant held in the em­
brace of loving parents, she 
heard the Holy Spirit whisper 
the thrilling word, "Messiah," 
and with a singing heart she 
rushed to catch a closer glimpse 
of Him. 

Two faithful, elderly Jews, 
sharing a common messianic 
hope, met the holy family for a 

few brief moments in the temple 
courtyard of Jerusalem, then 
went their separate ways rejoic­
ing because they saw the Lord's 
Christ. 

Simeon and Anna's Message 
The stories of Simeon and An­

na represent to us something more 
significant than merely two addi­
tional signs attesting to the birth 
of the Lord. They represent day­
by-<iay, year-by-year faithfulness. 
The lives of these two elderly 
saints display qualities such as 
patience, commitment, loyalty, 
and sacrifice. They produced a 
consistent record of faithfulness. 

The Scriptures offer no hint 
that Simeon was a hero; he lived 
his life in quiet response to the 
word he had received from the 
Lord. No doubt there were times 
when he wondered if he had heard 
from God at all. Yet he persevered 
and God engraved the record of 
his life in holy Scripture. 

It is the same with Anna-six­
ty years in the temple, worshiping 
day and night, praying and fast­
ing. For many of today's Chris­
tians, such a regimen sounds more 
like drudgery than devotion, more 
like punishment than privilege. 
But perhaps that's because so 
much of our praying today is pri­
marily an expression of what we 
want God to do for us, rather 
than the daily offering of our­
selves for His use. So often our 
petitions fail to be preceded by 
grateful praise flowing from 
hearts determined to give God 
the glory due His name. Surely 
Anna had her low and doubting 
days as well, but such days never 
persuaded her to leave her sacred 
vigil. 

In all the mystery and miracle, 
joy and high excitement of Christ­
mas, let us not fail to see that the 
quality of life demonstrated by 
Simeon and Anna is needed more 
desperately in the Church today 
than perhaps in any previous 
age. 
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These 'two Jittle-known 
chauac'teus oernons'tua'te 
qaaJi'ties 'the Louo oesiues 

in as all. 
Behind the Glitter 

During this season, much of 
the western world pauses to sing 
"J oy to the world! the Lord is 
come," and "Hark! the herald 
angels sing, 'Glory to the new­
born King.'" But those lofty 
words of praise to the Lord 
Jesus-sung by many who do not 
know Him at all and by many 
more who offer only lip service to 
His lordship-resound but for 
the moment. At season's end, 
their noble sentiments will evap­
orate "like ropes of sand which 
perish in the twisting." 

In the midst of so much high 
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resolve, there is so little substan­
tive performance; in the midst of 
so much confusion and change, 
there is so little constancy. 

Saddled with an instant-coffee, 
instant-credit, fast-food, and a 
faster-divorce society, and our self­
centered, complacent, doubting 
churches, we desperately need ev­
ery example of fidelity, steadfast­
ness, and commitment we can 
hoist into view. 

For all the gracious, supernat­
ural moving of the Holy Spirit in 
the last twenty years and for all 
the mountains of testimonies to 
answered prayer, Christians to-

day seem to find it more difficult 
to maintain a consistent walk 
with the Lord, more difficult to 
live in covenant love with their 
fellow Christians, and more dif­
ficult to cope with the pains and 
pressures of daily living than 
ever. 

Believers are assailed on one 
side by responsibilities too heavy 
to carry and problems too com­
plex to solve, and on the other 
side by claims that suggest the 
Christian life offers instant 
answers and God will solve all 
problems quickly and meet all 
needs miraculously. Soon they be­
come discouraged when "claiming 
the ]promises" falls short, and the 
expected signs and wonders are 
slow to appear. Those with faith 
born of seed sown on rocky soil 
quickly wither for lack of root 
and become lost, if not perma­
nently, then at least to the pres­
ent ]purposes of God. Where is the 
emphasis in their lives on discip­
line and endurance, on meeting 
the trials of faith with the con­
stancy and the steadfastness that 
the Scriptures also commend? 

Faith and Steadfastness 
Sober hints about the need for 

that kind of endurance and stead­
fastness are found in the conclud­
ing words of Simeon's prophecy 
over the holy family. 

While the heavenly host sang 
about peace on earth and good­
will to men, while the angel that 
appeared to Mary and Joseph ex­
alted the coming child as Savior 
and Immanuel, and while wise 
men came bearing precious gifts 
to lOne they acknowledged as 
King of the Jews, it remained for 
faithful old Simeon to glimpse­
in the midst of all the glory­
the steadfastness and suffering 
that Christ's holy mission would 
require. It was Simeon who iden­
tified the precious babe nestling 
momentarily in his arms not only 
as Messiah, but also as the cause 
of "the falling and rising of many 

DECEMBER 1985 



in Israel," and as "a sign that 
will be spoken against" (v. 34 
NIV). Among all those to whom 
God had revealed the secret of 
His Son's coming, Simeon alone 
saw the shadow of the cross on 
the holy infant's cradle, and 
spoke of the pain and heartache 
His destiny would cause His 
mother. 

It is only in Simeon's words 
that we catch the foreboding hint 
of a time when this same holy 
child, so lovingly carried by His 
parents to the temple for dedica­
tion, would, as an obedient Son 
bent on doing His Father's will, 
return to Jerusalem to endure 
the terrible, inevitable hour of 
His destiny. 

Even at Christmas-perhaps 
especially at Christmas-we 
should remember that God the 
Father is glorified not only in 
supernatural signs and miracles, 
as wonderful and as needed as 
they are. He is also glorified in 
the faithful, quietly consistent 
lives of nameless saints the world 
over who find His unfailing help 
in hardship and who gratefully 
experience the enduring light of 
His love in valleys too dark to 
tread alone. I believe Simeon and 
Anna must have been people like 
that. 

I Remember Grandma 
When I read about Anna, I often 

remember my paternal grand­
mother, whom I never fully ap­
preciated while she was alive. My 
grandfather, a poor Arkansas 
dirt farmer, died when my father 
was only nine years old, leaving 
Grandma to raise her family 
alone. Hard and grueling years 
followed, but with iron deter­
mination and a strong faith in 
God, Grandma made it through. 

From childhood memories I · 
can recall only her final years­
frail, almost deaf, and quavery 
voiced-when she was only a 
shadow of the hardworking, 
strong-willed woman who toiled 
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and sacrificed during the earlier 
years of her widowhood. In those 
last years, although Grandma in­
sisted on living alone in another 
city, she sometimes visited us for 
weeks on end, spending most of 
her waking hours in our guest 
room, quilting, praying, reading 
her Bible, and dipping snuff. (She 
never saw any inconsistency in 
holding a bit of sweet tobacco un­
der her tongue and voicing the 
unshakable spiritual convictions 
that identified her as a Cumber­
land Presbyterian.) 

When I would pass the door to 
her room, she often called me in­
side to stand beside the small 
table holding her Bible and her 
can of snuff. In her shaky voice, 
she would read to me stories 
from the Bible and talk to me 
very earnestly about its char­
acters. I was awed by her knowl­
edge of Scripture and her great 
age, but on those occasions I'm 
afraid I usually felt more awk­
ward than reverent. Although I 
had no knowledge then of the 
earlier years when only her 
strong faith sustained her, even 
at my young age I was convinced 
that no one knew more about God 
and the Bible than Grandma­
not even my Baptist Sunday 
school teacher. 

A Spiritual Secret 
The summer I was sixteen, in 

that same pleasant guest room, 
Grandma became seriously ill, 
slipping into a coma that lasted 
for more than a month. But as 
her frail body wasted away, her 
mind ·and spirit were free to re­
live all kinds of vivid religious ex­
periences. Sometimes I would sit 
in a chair beside her nurse and 
listen as she relived the days of 
brush-arbor revivals and camp 
meetings. She would laugh and 
sing and praise the Lord, and con­
verse with saints and evangelists 
long since passed away. Then, one 
quiet summer afternoon she 
slipped out of this life to join 

those same saints in what must 
have been one grand reunion. 

Decades later, after I became 
an author and Bible teacher trav­
eling . in extensive ministry 
across the country, my mother 
told me for the first time how one 
day many years before, when I 
was still quite small, Grandma 
had shared a spiritual secret with 
her. 

"Eileen," Grandma had said, 
"when I was praying for your 
three sons this morning, God 
spoke to me and told me one of 
them will be greatly used in min­
istering His Word." 

Like Anna, Grandma Basham 
was a woman whose widowhood 
drove her into the heart of God. 
Heaven only knows the hours 
and days she spent interceding 
for her family. I am convinced 
that my public ministry today 
stands-in part-as the fruit of 
her earnest prayers. 

This Christmas, perhaps more 
than ever, we need Simeons and 
Annas who have not only caught 
a vision of the kingdom of God 
and have an assurance of the 
coming of the Lord, but who are 
committed to a patient, faithful, 
step-by-step, day-by-day walk 
with the Holy Spirit-humble, 
loving servants of God who have 
taken to heart Paul's admoni­
tion: "Let us not become weary 
in doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest if we 
do not give up" (Gal. 6:9 NIV). 0 

Don Basham holds 
bachelor of arts and 
bachelor of divinity 
degrees from Phil­
lips University and 
its graduate semi­
nary in Enid, Okla­
homa. A member of 
the Integrity Com­
munications Board 
of Directors, he is 

chief editorial consultant for New Wine 
and the author of severol books, including 
Face Up With a Miracle and Deliver Us 
From Evil. Don resides in Mobile, 
Alabama, with his wife, Alice. 
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I have always been fascinated 
by ship models, especially 
those built in bottles. Oh, I 

know there are some models built 
and then the bottle is fabricated 
around the model to make it ap­
pear that the ship was built while 
inside. But some models are ac­
tually put together inside the 
bottle by a skilled craftsman 
with intricate tools. The entire 
project is designed to provoke a 
sense of mystery and awe. 

What has confounded me even 
more is the mystery of a simple 
seed that has locked within its 
tiny shell the design and sub­
stance for a great tree. Most liv­
ing organisms spring from small 
seeds, and manage to conceal the 
secrets of their existence in other 
seeds that they reproduce. 

There is, however, a mystery 
more grand than ships in bottles 
and seeds that grow. The Apostle 
Paul declares his own wonder in 
1 Timothy 3:16: "And by com­
mon confession great is the mys­
tery of godliness: He who was 
revealed in the flesh ... " (NAS). 
The Incarnation, or God made 
flesh, is the mystery of time and 
eternity. The Incarnation is the 
ultimate form of all revelation. 

A Mystery 
The night Christ was born, 

angels sang in the presence of 
men. Excited shepherds followed 
their instructions to find the 
baby Jesus and His amazed par­
ents. Luke 2:18 says, "And all 
who heard it wondered at the 
things which were told them by 
the shepherds" (NAS). Nearly 
two thousand years later multi­
tudes of people still wonder at 
the things the shepherds said. 

The annual celebration of 
Christmas, or of God becoming 
flesh, is designed to make us do 
just that. It is there to make us 
pause and renew our sense of 
mystery and awe toward this 
great event that changed human 
history. It is a time to cut 
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through th~ glitter and tinsel and 
get to the essence of the mat­
ter-the mystery. Our purpose is 
not to analyze and understand 
the Incarnation. That is impossi­
ble. But as we look at the history 
of the Incarnation and what God 
was saying through it, we can 
behold it and stand in awe and 
give thanks to God. 

Foretold by Prophets 
It is a matter of record that 

many servants of God knew that 
He would send a special leader. 
This leader was variously seen as 
the "seed of woman"; a prophet 
like Moses; "Shiloh," who would 
bear the scepter for Judah; "the 
son of David"; "the branch"; 
"Immanuel"; and many other 
designations. 

A great part of the mystery 
that surrounds the birth of Jesus 
Christ has to do with the pro- · 
phetic descriptions of His tribe, 
His family, His place of birth, 
His character, His spiritual pow­
er, and His messianic purpose. 
Even the skeptic is hard pressed 
to deal with the fact that His 
birth and life are foretold by 
many different men living at dif­
ferent times. The prophetic pro­
nouncements, as well as the events 
themselves, are a mystery. 

One of the most astounding 
passages is Isaiah's account of 
the Messiah's crucifixion record­
ed in Isaiah chapter 53. No ac­
count in the Scriptures, including 
those in the New Testament, bet­
ter describes that event than 
Isaiah's. Not only does he foresee 
specific aspects of Jesus' life, 
such as His virgin birth, His re­
jection, His grief, His scourging, 
His death among wicked men, 
and His burial in a rich man's 
grave, but he sees the purpose: 
atonement. Isaiah sees that 
Jesus would bear our griefs and 
carry our sorrows. He would die 
for us. The chapter begins with a 
reference to the virgin birth. It 
culminates in His death for the 

sins of many. Isaiah understood 
that Jesus' birth could not be ful­
ly appreciated apart from His 
life's mission to be our sin offer­
ing. Every outstanding person's 
birth is celebrated because of his 
life's work. So it was to be with 
Jesus. 

Such a revelation of messianic 
mission, occurring seven hun­
dred years before the historical 
event, could only come by divine 
inspiration. 

Prophetic 'revelation concern­
ing Jesus Christ continued up 
until the birth of John the Bap­
tist, approximately six months 
before the birth of Jesus. The 
prophecies came to Joseph, Mary, 
Zechariah, and Elizabeth. Even 
at Jesus' dedication at the tem­
ple, the old priest Simeon and the 
widow Anna had prophetic illumi­
nation concerning His life. Thus, 
they continued in the stream of 
all of those throughout the old 
covenant who saw the messianic 
mission. 

A Historical Event 
Galatians 4:4 says that the In­

carnation happened in the full­
ness of time. The stage of history 
was sovereignly set by God. 
Everything was ready. God had 
preserved the seed of His choice­
Noah's son Shem, Abraham and 
his son Isaac, Jacob and his son 
Judah, and so on it went as God 
selected David and then promised 
him that one of his descendants 
would rule eternally. 

However, when the time final­
ly arrived, and God alone knew 
the day, something special had to 
happen. From the beginning God 
had declared that the One who 
would bruise Satan's head would 
be the seed of WOman, not the 
seed of Adam. Isaiah had further 
declared, by divine inspiration, 
that a virgin would conceive. All 
of the prophets had pointed to a 
ruler whose birth was to be ex­
ceptional. Herein lies the great­
est mystery of all. 
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N EVENING 
MINISTRY 
SIMPSON 

"Early in 1985, God told me to visit a umber of cities and minister 
to those of you who receive New Win Magazine. I felt God had di­
rected me to do three things: (1) mee with you face-to-face; (2) let 
you know what we're doing; and (3) pray for you and minister to 
your needs. These meetings have beten a tremendous success." 

Charles Simpson 

TgE POWER Of GOD 
TO HEAL 
" Brot er Charles, I just wanted to thank you 
for y)ur prayer for me when you visited 
MemlDhis in June. You began praying and 
then stopped and said you felt God wanted to 
touch me in a physical way. As you prayed, 
my ri,ght leg tingled and shook for several 
minutes. The morning after the meeting, I 
lookel) at my ankle and the protrusion that I 
had s·nce high school was gone! Since then I 
have walked a long distance and my ankle 
never throbbed a bit! God gave me a bless­
ing I never even asked for! I want to thank 
you for your sensitivity to God's leading." 

Donna Davis 

WORSHIP ~ MINISTRY 
IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
Gerrit and Himmie Gustafson, well -known 
songwriters and worship leaders, will provide 
special music and lead worship. There is no 
registration or admission charge-a freewill 
offering wi ll be received. 

BE WITH CHARLES SIMPSON IN fEBRUARY 
DALLAS/FORT WORTH SC)UTHERN CALIFORNIA 

February 21, 1986-7:30 P.M. February 22, 1986-7:30 P_M. 
Loews Anatole Hotel Alicante Princess Hotel 
2201 Stem mons 11891 Harbor Blvd. 
Dallas, TX Garden Grove, CA 

R.S. V . P . - Please let us know you're coming and 
feel free to bring a friend. Space is limited, so fi ll out the 
postpaid card opposite this announcement and drop it in the 
mail today! 

Mary apparently was unaware 
that she had been selected by the 
Almighty as the woman whose 
seed would receive the eternal 
seed-the Word of God. She was 
(apparently) attending to her nor­
mal duties when the divinely ap­
pointed messenger arrived and 
revealed himself to her. His ap­
pearance was overwhelming. His 
message was even more so. 

"Hail, favored one! The Lord 
is with you" (Lk. 1:28 NAS). 

Mary was troubled. 
The messenger continued: 

"Do not be afraid, Mary; for 
you have found favor with 
God. And behold, you will con­
ceive in your womb, and bear a 
son, and you shall name Him 
Jesus. He will be great, and 
will be called the Son of the 
Most High; and the Lord God 
will give Him the throne of 
His father David; and He will 
reign over the house of Jacob 
forever; and His kingdom will 
have no end" (vv. 30-33 NAS). 

Shocked by the angel's pro­
nouncement, Mary asked, "How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?" 
(v. 34 NAS). 

The messenger answered: 

"The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow 
you; and for that reason the 
holy offspring shall be called 
the Son of God" (v. 35 NAS). 

To anyone of us this would be 
beyond comprehension. But to 
Mary, a young Jewess who feared 
God, revered King David, and had 
a strong notion of messianic 
hope, such a message must have 
been overwhelming. Neverthe­
less, her response was, "Be it 
done to me according to your 
word" (v. 38 NAS). 

There are several important ele­
ments to notice in this encounter: 
1. Mary did not choose to be the 
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JOllY CIIARLES SIMPSOIY 
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Southern Californ ia 
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-IN SUPERNATURAL REVELATION -IN SUPERNATURAL POWER 
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THIS NEW SERIES SHOWS YOU HOW-SEE OTHER SIDE FOR DETAILS. CHARLES SIMPSON 
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AUDIO CASSr:IT~ 
... A CONVENIENT WAY 

TO LEARN GOD'S WORD 

Put a cassette on whi le you're 
driving and your time in the car 
will contribute to your spiritual 
growth! 
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II-TAPt; St;KIt;S TODAY I 
SIMPLY FI LL OUT THIS CARD, TEAR OFF, AN D 
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ENVELOPE PROVIDED. 

D YES, please send me " Living and Ministering in 
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Address __________ _ _ 

City/State/Zip _____ _____ _ 
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WITH 
CHARLES 
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NEW 4-tape series by Charles Simpson-to order see other side! 

IIHe that believeth on mel the works that I do 
shall he do also; and greater works than these 
shall he do; because I go unto my father. II 

In. 14:12 
Have you seen the reality of that scripture funct ioning in 

your life? If not , Charles Simpson 's newly-released 4-tape 
series may be just for you! 

Charles shows you that when Jesus came into this world 
He emptied Himself of His divine power. All that Jesus did on 
earth came out of His dependence on the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
ministered to people through words of knowledge and wis­
dom, prophetic utterances, and the power to heal and to cast 

out evi l spirits-all from the Holy Spirit . 
The same power of the Holy Spi ri t that Jesus walked in is 

available to you today. The purpose of the series is to en­
large your vision to include all that God wants to accomplish 
through you . You 'll learn how to become a more useful in­
strument of the Holy Spirit, ·and how to yield yourself more 
fully to what the Holy Spi rit wants to do through your life. 

Charles discusses four aspects of Jesus' ministry you need to know about: 
Supernatural Revelation Supernatural utterance 
Jesus ministered out of divine revelation from the Holy Spirit. 
All His ministry was done in the light of what the Spirit showed 
Him. Charles shows how you too can minister out of that 
same revelation through three particular gifts : the word of 
wisdom, the word of knowledge, and the discernment of 
spirits. Through these gifts, the Spirit enables you to more ef­
fectively help others come to repentance and a stronger 
reliance on God. 

Supernatural Power 
Jesus ministered through the power that the Holy Spirit gave 
Him. People were drawn to Him because everywhere He went 
something happened. Jesus operated in the realm of the mirac­
ulous-healing the sick, casting out demons, and moving in 
supernatural faith . Charles shows you how the Holy Spirit can 
give you the same power to minister in those realms so that you 
can accomplish His purposes today. You'll begin to expect God 
to use you in new and exciting ways! 

In this tape Charles deals with the power of the tongue and how 
Jesus used that power as an instrument of God. He shows how 
God wants you to use your words to encourage and bring life to 
others as Jesus did. Besides helping you to understand the 
significance of your everyday words, Charles also deals with the 
gift of prophecy and the vital part it played in Jesus' ministry. He 
outlines the characteristics of a prophet and the discipline and 
accountability that a pr~phet must have. 

Supernatural Prayer 
Charles discusses the nature of prayer and demonstrates 
how in Jesus ' life prayer flowed out of His relationship with 
the Father. Your ability to intercede depends on the quality 
of your relationship with God. You 'll see the need to have a 
trusting and honest relationship with Him. Prayer must be 
the basis for everything you do just as it was for Jesus. 
Charles gives you a list of do 's and don 't's to help you to 
enter Into a deeper prayer life . 



Messiah's mother. She was cho­
sen by God. 
2. The word delivered by the 
messenger to Mary was the seed 
of Incarnation. 
3. The Holy Spirit quickened the 
word spoken to her, and the pow­
er of the Most High overshad­
owed her. 
4. Mary received the word in 
faith, and at that moment I be­
lieve Mary conceived the Son of 
God. 

The Incarnation is a historical 
event. It happened in a particular 
woman, at a particular time, at a 
particular place, and resulted in a 
particular man: Jesus Christ. 
And as they say, "The rest is 
history." 

A Life Principle 
The Incarnation was more 

than an event that was foretold 
by prophets and that happened 
in the fullness of time. God was 
saying something through it. 

Many years after Jesus was 
born, lived, died, rose again, and 
ascended, the Apostle Paul wrote 
to Tiniothy about the nature of 
godliness or godlikeness: 

And by common confession 
great is the mystery of godli­
ness: He who was revealed in 
the flesh, was vindicated in the 
Spirit, beheld by angels, pro­
claimed among the nations, be­
lieved on in the world, taken up 
in glory (1 Tim. 3:16 NAS). 

The point Paul makes is not 
only that God became flesh in 
Christ and went through the pro­
cess outlined in that verse, but 
that God's own nature requires 
incarnation and the subsequent 
process. God is not content with 
being aloof, a mere ideal, ab­
stract, or untouched by human­
ity. Other people have such gods, 
but the God we worship is the 
one who was made flesh and 
dwelt among us. As the apostles 
John and Peter said: "We beheld 
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Th. Incarnation is th. 
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His glory" (see John 1:14 and 2 
Peter 1:16). In Christ, we see the 
glory of God. In Christ, the glory 
of God becomes imminent. God 
becomes near to us. 

From the biblical point of 
view, truth must always become 
flesh. It must work on earth as in 
heaven. Mary's faith in the word 
resulted in a physical conception. 
Our faith in His truth causes 
Him to become a reality in our 
physical lives. We are talking 
about more than mental assent. 
We are talking about a new na­
ture and physical results. 

Works Throughout History 
Did you ever wonder why the 

Bible was not written like a text­
book, instead of a history book? I 
have. If I had written the Bible, I 
probably would have begun with 
several chapters on the nature of 
God, then moved on to the doc­
trine of man, and then on to vari­
ous other important doctrines. 
That would be a typical theologi­
cal approach. But God has not 
chosen to reveal Himself through 
doctrines. It seems that every 
time God has had a truth that He 
wanted to reveal to man, He 
revealed it through a human life. 

In the beginning when He 
sought to reveal Himself, He 
created a man who looked like 
Him, and said, in effect, "Look, 
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this is what I am like." God 
seems to agree with the adage, 
"A picture is worth a thousand 
words." 

When God chose to reveal 
what faith was like, He gave us 
Abraham. He told Abraham what 
He wanted him to do, and what 
He would do for him; then He put 
Abraham to various tests to try 
his belief in His word. Abraham 
passed those tests, and God was 
pleased. Hence, when we want to 
know about faith, we study not a 
doctrine, but a man's life. 

So the Bible continues with 
Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, 
and the prophets. Historically, 
God has put His truth in flesh, 
and we have every reason to be­
lieve that He still does. 

Why the Incarnation Happened 
The Old Testament begins 

with God making a man in His 
image. We are introduced to 
Adam. Adam was told what to 
do and what not to do, but he 
failed. The New Testament be­
gins with God making Himself in 
the nature and image of a man. 
We are introduced to Jesus 
Christ. Jesus Christ succeeded 
where Adam failed. He obeyed 
and triumphed. Thus, we learn 
from these two examples that 
flesh alone cannot succeed. It is 
God in man-it is God in us-that 
overcomes and reveals His glory 
through us. 

God became flesh to accom­
plish what mankind alone could 
not do-defeat our enemy, Satan, 
and atone for our transgressions. 
He also came in physical form to 
bridge the chasm erected by man's 
separation from God. Jesus was 
God made visible even to sinful 
mankind. "God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself" 
(2 Cor. 5:19 NAS). Jesus leaves 
mankind without excuse for not 
knowing who God is. He is divine 
nature, wisdom, and power re­
vealed. Humanity beheld His 
glory. 
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On one occasion the Apostle 
Paul went to Athens to preach. 
Athens was a center of philoso­
phy and polytheism. Athenians 
regularly gathered just to hear 
about new ideas, religions, and 
gods. So zealous were they in 
their desire to include all gods 
that they had an altar built to an 
unknown god. Paul stood before 
the altar to preach Jesus Christ to 
them. He proclaimed Jesus Christ 
as the God who made heaven and 
earth, was crucified, and rose 
again. He made Christ known to 
them. 

The Incarnation happened so 
that the God who was not known 
might become known through 
Jesus Christ. 

The incarnation of God in 
Christ Jesus is the greatest of all 
mysteries; because of it we are 
able to behold and know our God 
in the reality of humanity. The 
letter to the Colossians tells us 
that Jesus is the fullness of God 
(see Colossians 1:19). Christ, 
however, did more than grow up 
and become the fullness of God 
manifest in a model man. The 
Gospels tell us that He was cruci­
fied by those who rejected Him. 

We see God in Christ at His 
birth and in His life. But nowhere 
does Christ reveal the nature of 
God more than when His heart 
and flesh are torn in crucifixion. 
From Him flows forgiveness, 
love, and a prayer for His tor­
turers. The soldier standing there 
at the cross says it for all of us, 
"This man was the Son of God!" 
(Mk. 15:39 NAS). 

But, thank God, it does not 
end even there. After Jesus con­
quered sin on the cross and con­
quered Satan in hell, He then 
arose from the grave and con­
quered death. Only then was the 
purpose of His incarnation com­
plete, having revealed the nature 
of God, taught the ways of God, 
and then conquering sin, Satan, 
and death for us. 

The irony and tragedy of this 

beautiful event is that it is possi­
ble for one to celebrate it and 
miss the whole purpose of it. 
Mary did more than marvel at 
the mystery and message deliv­
ered to her by the angel. She 
received it. John, the beloved 
disciple of Jesus Christ, said, 
"As many as received him, to 
them he gave power to become 
the sons of God" (In. 1:12). 

That is why it all happened 
two thousand years ago-so we 
could, by faith in Him, become 
the sons of God. Because Christ 
became flesh, was crucified, and 
rose again, we can by faith have 
the nature of God in us. By faith 
we can have Christ in us. And 
Christ in us alone is sufficient for 
our victory over sin and death. It 
is not merely knowing God in our 
minds, but it is having God in us 
relationally through Jesus Christ 
that brings triumph over the real 
issues of sin and death. It is 
when we receive the word of 
Christ in us, as Mary received it 
in her, that we can fall on our 
knees and say, "0 holy night 
when Christ was born. " 

Because of the Incarnation we 
no longer have to live as de­
feated, impoverished, or supersti­
tious prisoners of darkness. 
Because Christ clothed Himself 
in flesh, He was able to set us 
free from the bondage of our 
flesh. We celebrate the birth of 
Christ because it is the birth of 
our emancipator, our captain, our 
defender, our provider, our Lord, 
and our God! Glory to Him! 0 

Charles Simpson, ·se­
nior pastor of Gulf 
Coast Covenant 
Church in Mobile, 
Alabama, ministers 
extensively in the 
United States and 
abroad. He also 
serves as the chair­
man of the Integri-

'--______ ..J .ty Communications 

Board of Directors. Charles resides in 
Mobile with his wife, Carolyn, and their 
children. 
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For 30,000 children helped by Project Angel Tree, 
December 25 won't be just another day 

Unwrapping the Real 
Spirit of Christmas 
BY BRENT BOLDS 

"W hat's this all 
about?" demanded a 
a well-dressed wom­

an as she eyed the Christmas tree 
decorated with paper angels set 
up in a shopping mall. She pulled 
her fur coat around herself and 
adjusted her packages as she 
waited for an answer. 

A volunteer patiently explained 
it was all part of Project Angel 
Tree, a program sponsored by 
Prison Fellowship that pro_vides 
Christmas gifts for children of in­
mates. She showed her how each 
paper angel on the tree contained 
a child's name along with four 
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gifts that he had requested. 
Shoppers could choose any angel 
they wanted, purchase the gifts, 
and bring them back to the vol­
unteers, who would wrap them 
and then distribute them to the 
children in time for Christmas. 

"I think that's just marvel­
ous," the woman replied. "I'm 
here today to shop for my grand­
children, who have everything 
they could possibly ever want 
and don't appreciate any of it. I'd 
just as soon buy for children who 
have real needs!" 

Project Angel Tree was begun 
three years ago in Birmingham, 

Alabama, by Mary Kay Beard, 
Alabama state director for Pris­
on Fellowship, to provide for 
children with real needs, those 
whose fathers or mothers were in 
prison. "That year we had two 
trees and gave gifts to seven hun­
dred children," says Beard, who 
spent five and one-half years in 
prison. As an inmate, she found 
the Lord and went on to full-time 
prison ministry work. "We ex­
panded year by year, adding 
trees all over the country. Last 
year we had sixty-one projects 
and helped more than ten thou­
sand children." This Christmas, 
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Shoppers provide gifts for inmates' chUdren by choosing an angel from the 
tree, and then buying some or all of the four gifts requested. 

volunteers expect to set up two 
hundred trees and provide gifts 
for at least thirty thousand 
children. 

Giving God's Love 
The motivation behind this 

growing effort is to give because 
of God's love, rather than in re­
sponse to the commercial aspect 
of Christmas, Beard says. 

One man, for example, heard 
about Project Angel Tree on tele­
vision and drove sixty miles to a 
mall where a tree was set up. He 
chose six angels from the branch­
es and returned hours later with 
four gifts for each child. Over the 
next month he returned several 
times, and by the end of the proj­
ect' he had provided gifts for 
eleven children. 

The man's motives represent 
the kind of love that Beard de­
scribes: At one time he was a suc­
cessful businessman, but a long 
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battle with alcoholism resulted in 
the loss of his business and fami­
ly. When God healed him, he 
knew he wanted to give some­
thing in return. 

Another angel tree was lo­
cated in a mall in an affluent 
neighborhood with a large J ew­
ish population. One Jewish wom­
an noticed the display and asked 
a volunteer about the project. 
She listened to the explanation, 
and then sat down at the table 
and wrapped gifts for two hours. 
"This is the best gift I've ever 
had!" she joyfully told the other 
volunteers. 

One young man-about twenty­
two years old, unmarried, and 
manager of one of the stores in a 
mall where an angel tree project 
was generating excitement­
looked over a tree and began to tell 
the volunteers about his own 
childhood. His mother had been 
widowed and left with five young 

children to raise, and was forced to 
turn to welfare. 

"But there's one thing that 
Mom always told us," he said. 
"There's no shame in accepting 
help from others as long as you do 
everything you can for yourself. 
And then make sure you help 
someone else when you have the 
chance. So that's what I want to 
do today-help someone else." 

He examined every angel on the 
tree before ~ally deciding on one 
requesting a gift for a newborn in­
fant whose mother had simply 
listed a layette set. 

"That's it!" the young man ex­
claimed as he quickly headed for a 
department store in the mall. Sud­
denly he stopped and turned 
around. 

"Wait a minute!" he shouted to 
a volunteer. "What's a layette 
set?" 

A Surprise Gift 
Even more touching than the 

stories of the givers are the ac­
counts about the children who re­
ceive the gifts. The volunteers 
who deliver the presents to in­
mates' families often recall their 
experiences with tears in their 
eyes. 

One volunteer, who was de­
livering gifts to an inmate's three 
children, had on board his pickup 
truck three special presents: 
shiny new bicycles for each of 
them. When he arrived at their 
house, he asked the children to 
help him carry in the packages. 
One by one they brought in the 
smaller gifts, leaving the bikes 
on the truck, and when they were 
finished they met him in the 
house. Suddenly the volunteer re­
alized what happened. The chil­
dren didn't know that the bikes 
were for them. When he told 
them, with tears in their eyes 
they said they expected only 
"practical" things for Christmas, 
like clothes. They didn't even 
dream they would get bicycles. 

Another volunteer, his car piled 
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with gifts for a family of five 
children, was greeted at the door 
by their mother. The malnourished 
woman showed him into the liv­
ing room where a well-worn 
couch was the only furniture on 
the bare wooden floor. There was 
no Christmas tree or any other 
sign of the holiday season. One 
by one her five children shyly 
entered the room, and although it 
was only a few days before 
Christmas and already the dead 
of winter, the man was shocked 
to see that the youngsters were 
barefoot and clad in summer 
clothing. 

As they gratefully accepted 
the presents he held out for them, 
their mother wept and told the 
man that she had absolutely 
nothing to give them. The gifts 
that Project Angel Tree provided 
were the only presents they 
would receive that Christmas. 

"I'm afraid that is all too com­
mon," says Beard, who explains 
that many families must rely on 
Project Angel Tree to provide a 
Christmas for their children. 
"Each year we automatically in­
clude all the families we've sent 
gifts to in previous years, and 
send forms asking them to list 
the ages and 'wishes' of their 
children. One woman, whose hus­
band has been locked up eight 
years, just wrote me: 'I'd like to 
say thank you because my chil­
dren can have Christmas for the 
third straight year. For the other 
five years, they didn't have much 
of anything.' " 

Families Are Victims Too 
People who respond to Project 

Angel Tree address a need that 
has been neglected in the past. 
Crime victims are not only the 
people who have been hurt; fami­
ly members of convicted crimi­
nals also suffer. Charles Colson, 
who founded Prison Fellowship 
in 1976 after serving time in a 
federal penitentiary for his role in 
the Watergate conspiracy, says, 
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Last year, 61 projects provided gifts for more than 10,000 children. This 
Christmas, volunteers hope to set up 200 trees and help 30,000 children. 

"For thousands of children, 
Christmas trees and gifts are 
nonexistent if Daddy is in prison 
and Mom is on welfare or work­
ing two jobs." 

At least one volunteer has 
seen firsthand how much this 
ministry touches these parents. 
"I shall never forget the ex­
perience I had. A prisoner with 
his two children came by to see 
the angel tree. He told me he was 
on a three-day pass, but would 
soon be up for parole. He wanted 
his children to see where their 
gifts came from last year. He 
called the workers 'angels.' " . 

Colson adds, "The gifts pro­
vided by the community have 
proven a tangible means by 
which thousands of children­
truly 'the least of these' -know 
that the birth of the Christ-child 
is real, for they see His love 
through those who reach out and 
give." 0 

Brent Bolds is a 
pastor with Gulf 
Coast Covenant 
Church, Mobile, 
Alabama, where he 
heads the church's 
ministry to the poor 
and to prisoners. He 
holds a bachelor of 
religious education 
degree from William 

Tyndo1e CoUege in Southfield, Michigan, 
and has ministered in Canada, New Zea­
land, and throughout the United States. 
Brent and his wife, Rosemarie, have three 
children and live in Mobile. 

For More Information 
If you would like more information on 
participating in or sponsoring an an­
gel tree project, write Alan S. Cham· 
bers, Project Angel Tree Coordinator, 
Prison Fellowship, P.O. Box 17500, 
Washington, D.C. 20041·0500, or call 
(700) 478·0010. 
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A NETWORK 
Charles Green shares how leaders, some once 

Jt is a privilege to commend 
Charles Green to our reader­
ship. Brother Charles has 

pastored Word of Faith Temple in 
New Orleans for the last thirty­
two years. Word of Faith has a 
membership of approximately 
twenty-five hundred and reaches 
far beyond New Orleans through 
television and other ministries. 
This pastor has carned a burden 
beyond his own ministry for the 
body of Christ and especially oth­
er Christian leaders. 

The following interview will 
describe his efforts and those of 
others to bring Christians to­
gether in spiritual unity. 

-Charles Simpson 

New Wine: Would you tell us 
briefly about the organization 
you're chairman of, the Network 
of Christian Ministries? 

Charles Green: The Network of 
Christian Ministries started in 
July 1983 when John Gimenez, 
pastor of Rock Church, Virgin­
ia Beach, Virginia, Emanuele 
Cannistraci, pastor of Evangel 
Christian Fellowship, San Jose, 
California, and I began to feel 
that something positive should 
be done to reach across barriers 
and join the different facets of 
the body of Christ. We realized 
we could just float along' in our 
own circles, having an inward 
desire for fellowship and for a 
greater coming together of the 
body of Christ, yet doing nothing 
about it. We felt, however, that if 
something constructive was go­
ing to be done to bring unity to 
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FOR UNITY 
opposed to each other, are coming together. 

pass, we had to take action. 
It became apparent to us that 

many people were not aligned 
with either the historic denomi­
national world, the well-known 
Pentecostal organizations and 
denominations, or the stronger 
parts of the charismatic renewal. 
These believers did not want to 
be isolated, but they did not 
know how to reach out. 

So we agreed that if we would 
sound a trumpet, letting people 
know that we had a desire for 
unity, we would find others who 
felt the same way. As we prayer­
fully considered what could be 
done and as we began talking to 
others about it, one by one we 
brought together a group of peo­
ple who had a kindred spirit with 
us about doing something about 
unity. We had our first meeting 
in Chicago later that year. Our 
first national conference was held 
this past July in Denver. 

NW: How many members do you 
have now, and what are their af­
filiations? Do you have a broad 
spectrum represented? 

CG: At present, more than four 
hundred ministers are participat­
ing, many of whom are involved 
on behalf of their fellowships, so 
we are already representing ex­
citing numbers. We're planning 
another large meeting of the 
general membership next July, 
and expect at least a thousand 
people at the meeting. 

From the beginning, our desire 
has not been to compete with lo­
cal church authority or denomina-
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tional authority. We feel strongly 
that the Network should not be 
an ordaining body. Wherever peo­
ple are ordained-in their local 
church or fellowship, regional 
fellowship, or full-fledged denom­
ination-that is where their loyal­
ty should remain. We have not 
wanted to send any signal that we 
are creating something that would 
compete with other groups. 

As a result, people from a wide 
variety of streams have gotten 
involved: leaders from covenant 
churches, from the discipleship 
movement, from full gospel or­
ganizations, and from older de­
nominations. These are the 
founding members of the Net­
work: Charles Blair, Calvary Tem­
ple, Denver, Colorado; Roderick 
Caesar, Sr., Bethel Gospel Taber­
nacle, Hollis, New York; Emanuele 
Cannistraci; Mel Davis, Bible Fel­
lowship, British Columbia, Can­
ada; John Gimenez; Dick Iverson, 
Bible Temple, Portland, Oregon; 
John Meares, Evangel Temple, 
Washington, D.C.; Paul E. Paino, 
Calvary Temple Church, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana; Thomas Reid, 
Full Gospel Tabernacle, Orchard 
Park, New York; David Schoch, 
Bethany Chapel, Long Beach, Cal­
ifornia; Ken Sumrall,. Liberty 
Church, Pensacola, Florida; Bob 
Weiner, Jr., Maranatha Christian 
Churches, Gainesville, Florida; 
and myself. 

NW: Even when there is a lot of 
talk about unity, it doesn't neces­
sarily happen when people from 
different streams meet together. 
Was there a spirit of unity at the 

Denver conference? 

CG: Definitely. We did not do 
any national advertising of the 
meeting in Denver; it was more 
or less word of mouth and per­
sonal invitation. Yet there were 
so many different groups repre­
sented. What we saw there was 
incredible: people from different 
backgrounds flowing together with 
the spirit of love, communion, 
and fellowship, and pledging love 
to one another. These were peo­
ple from strong denominations 
and people who had taken a non­
denominational stance; people 
from the discipleship groups and 
covenant churches, and the so­
called faith groups. There was 
such a marvelous difference of 
backgrounds, and yet from the 
very beginning, we saw them 
flowing together with love and 
commitment to one another. 

We all entered into a time of 
repentance-crying to the Lord 
God and to each other with con­
cern over the divisions of the 
past. We had trust and confi­
dence in each other when it was 
all over, and prayed that we 
would become even closer in the 
days ahead. The spirit of the 
meeting left us stunned. 

NW: Were you expecting such a 
strong commitment? 

CG: We had hoped it would hap­
pen, but we had purposely not 
asked anyone for that sort of 
commitment because we wanted 
folks to feel free to come together 
for an exchange · and just hear 
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what we had to say. We did not 
want to build any fences that 
would hinder them from wanting 
to come. When we saw what hap­
pened at the meeting, we were 
overjoyed. 

The spirit was infectious. Peo­
ple such as your own Charles 
Simpson and Bob Mumford, and 
others such as Ken Copeland had 
a beautiful spirit as they reached 
out. I think it inspired many oth­
ers. Before it was over, everyone 
reached out-everyone. 

The last night we had a meet­
ing with Ken Copeland and John 
Gimenez. It started at seven and 
ended at eleven, but the spirit 
continued. I saw people in the 
hotel lobby and hallways until 
two in the morning reaching out 
to each other in love, people with 
tears in their eyes, confessing 
their need and their desire to 
come together in love and fellow­
ship. It was fantastic. 

Since the meeting, I have re­
ceived some of the most outstand­
ing letters from these people of 
various groups. It's mind bog­
gling to see what is happening so 
quickly. 

NW: Do you think that the hum­
bling and repentance were neces­
sary first steps for the Network 
to continue on and to meet your 
goals and purposes in the future? 

CG: I say yes with this qualifica­
tion: I have always felt that 
every time we take a new step in 
God-whether it involves other 
people or a fresh commitment to 
our own ministry or a renewal of 
our intensity toward God-that 
step is taken on the foundation of 
repentance in our own lives. It is 
not that we're repudiating our 
past history, fellowships, efforts, 
or doctrines. I want to stress 
that strongly. Rather, the foun­
dational step of repentance is 
saying that we have discovered 
we can do better. And to that ex­
tent, we repent or turn from the 

22 

Ken OJpeland opens a Netloork of Ozristian M'Ul~tries meeting. From left are 
BarbaracmdOzarles Green. OJpeland, John cmdAnne Gimenez, cmdKenSwnrail 

power of the commitment of the 
past, and say, "I believe I can do 
better." 

We're still building upon the 
old, thanking God for every good 
thing that we've had, but we rec­
ognize that with the help and 
fellowship of other brothers and 
sisters in Christ, we can do bet­
ter. That's the general tone of 
what we felt at that meeting. It 
was simply saying, "I'm so sorry 
for anything that's caused our 
separation, and I'm reaching out 
to you with new love and new 
compassion. I'm saying I need 
you, and I cannot sufficiently 
grow in the Body without you." 

NW: Are you soliciting new 
members now? 

CG: Yes, we're inviting people 
who feel that the Spirit-led life is 
what they want, and who want to 
be involved in fellowship-not 
just talking about fellowship, but 
meeting together at different 
times during the year. That in­
cludes not only local pastors, but 
evangelists and those who are in­
volved in the various educational 

realms: Bible colleges and other 
institutes of learning. Member­
ship is open to anyone who is 
compatible with the aims of the 
Network. We certainly invite 
them to contact us and express 
their desire to become a part. 

NW: Did you find when you 
started telling people about your 
vision for unity that they had the 
same hopes and desires to see 
something get started? 

CG: Certainly. The Bible says 
that originally there were set 
times when God said He would 
favor Zion. We believe this is one 
of those times, and it became ap­
parent to us almost immediate­
ly-the moment we began to tell 
people what was in our hearts, 
they would get so excited. Over 
and over again, we heard that 
God had been speaking the same 
message to their hearts in exact­
ly the same way. 

NW: Many times the individual 
church members get word that 
leaders are meeting together, and 
it sounds fine to them on a theo-
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Members of Network worship during its first national conference held last July 
in Denver. More than four hundred ministers are involved with Network. 

retical level. But when it comes 
down to making it practical, prob­
lems occur. How do you convince 
an individual who disagrees 
vehemently with someone's doc­
trine-even to the point of not 
considering him a Christian-that 
the time has come to tear down 
fences and build bridges? 

CG: I can answer that from two 
perspectives. In the last thirty­
five years of my ministry, I have 
come 180 degrees in my thinking. 
At one time I considered myself 
a personal, private warrior who 
had to "defend the faith," and I 
lashed out at everyone who 
didn't believe just exactly as I 
did. Then, I went to the opposite 
extreme and enthusiastically em­
braced anyone who just talked 
about Jesus and carried a Bi­
ble-without any investigation 
at all. 

Then, one day, it began to 
dawn on me that somewhere be­
tween those two extremes was a 
balance. There was a place where 
I had to be zealous for the faith; 
but at the same time, there was a 
place where I had to reach out in 
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love. This effort on my part-I 
can't speak for others-is the 
waving of a flag to all my friends 
around the world, saying, "I 
don't want to fight you. I don't 
want to be harsh anymore. I 
want to reach out with compas­
sion and love." 

At the same time, I'm saying I 
might not enthusiastically and 
quickly take up all your crusades 
or instantly believe all your doc­
trines or quickly be able to say 
amen to everything you're doing. 
But I want to get close so that 
we can stand near each other and 
reach out to each other without 
any animosity. I feel that once 
we do that, we'll overcome some 
of what has separated us. 

As long as we stay far away 
and have nothing to do with 
someone because of something 
he said or stood for or believed, 
or because of someone he fellow­
shipped with, there's no hope. 
But when we come together, 
there is hope. 

Pharaoh gave the decree that 
all the boy babies would be killed, 
and obviously his daughter knew 
of that decree. From all that we 

can tell, she had no problem with 
it as long as she could remain 
aloof from all those babies, see­
ing them as "things" and nonen­
tities. But the moment she got 
close to one, looked into his eyes, 
and saw him as an individual, the 
decree was something she 
couldn't agree with. The only dif­
ference between saying amen to 
the mass murder that was going 
on and wanting to save the baby 
was distance. 

If we can get close to people, 
we won't want to be separated 
from them anymore. If I can hear 
Charles Simpson's voice break 
when he talks about loving me 
and the other members of the 
body of Christ; if I can hear Bob 
Mumford weep over the fellow­
ship he wants; if I can hear Ken 
Copeland say, "I submit myself 
to you, and I'm so sorry that 
we've been separated"; if I can 
hear John Gimenez and all the 
others humble themselves; and if 
I can have a chance myself to look 
at these people and hold their 
hands and look into their eyes, 
and say, "I need you," we've 
bridged the distance. To me, that 
is what this unity is all about. 

NW: When you returned to your 
own church, how did you share 
that spirit with it? 

CG: When I got home, I began to 
preach with a cry in my heart to 
our people, asking them to con­
tinue to follow me with confidence 
as they had been doing. There was 
an instant reception. I don't think 
the problem with unity is so much 
with the rank and file of the fel­
lowship. I think that division, if I 
spoke in percentages, would be 
ninety percent with the leaders 
and only ten percent with the peo­
ple who follow us. When we get 
our act together, I don't think it's 
going to be very difficult to get 
the people to follow. I think this 
will fulfil the cry that many of 
them have had. 0 
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Papa Pal1ov'S 
Special C riStlQ8S 
A time-treasured tale to help children of all ages 
celebrate the coming of the Messiah 
BY LEO TOLSTOY 

I t was Christmas Eve and although it was 
still afternoon, lights had begun to appear 
in the shops and houses of the little Russian 

village, for the short winter day was nearly over. 
Excited children scurried indoors and now only 
muffled sounds of chatter and laughter escaped 
from closed shutters. 

Old Papa Panov, the village shoemaker, stepped 
outside his shop to take one last look around. 
The sounds of happiness, the bright lights and 
the faint but delicious smells of Christmas cook­
ing reminded him of past Christmas times when 
his wife had been alive and his own children little. 
Now they had gone. His usually cheerful face, 
with the little laughter wrinkles behind the round 
steel spectacles, looked sad now. But he went 
back indoors with a firm step, put up the shut­
ters and set a pot of coffee to heat on the charcoal 
stove. Then, with a sigh, he settled in his big 
armchair. 

Papa Panov did not often read, but tonight he 
pulled down the big old family Bible and, slowly 
tracing the lines with one forefinger, he read 
again the Christmas story. He read how Mary 
and Joseph, tired by their journey to Bethlehem, 
found no room for them at the inn, so that 
Mary's little baby was born in the cowshed. 

"Oh dear, oh dear!" exclaimed Papa Panov, 
"If only they had come here! I would have given 
them my bed and I could have covered the baby 
with my patchwork quilt to keep him warm." 

He read on about the wise men who had come 
to see the baby Jesus, bringing him splendid 
gifts. Papa Panov's face fell. 

"I have no gift that I could give him," he 
thought sadly. 

Then his face brightened. He put down the Bi­
ble, got up and stretched his long arms to the 
shelf high up in his little room. He took down a 
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small, dusty box and opened it. Inside was a 
perfect pair of tiny leather shoes. Papa Panov 
smiled with satisfaction. Yes, they were as good 
as he had remembered-the best shoes he had 
ever made. 

"I should give him those," he decided, as he 
gently put them away and sat down again. 

He was feeling tired now, and the further he 
read the sleepier he became. The print began to 
dance before his eyes so that he closed them, just 
for a moment. In no time at all Papa Panov was 
fast asleep. 

And as he slept he dreamed. He dreamed that 
someone was in his room and he knew at once, as 
one does in dreams, who the person was. It was 
Jesus. 

"You have been wishing that you could see 
me, Papa Panov," he said kindly, "then look for 
me tomorrow. It Will be Christmas Day and I will 
visit you. But look carefully, for I shall not tell 
you who I am." 

When at last Papa Panov awoke, the bells 
were ringing out and a thin light was filtering 
through the shutters. 

"Bless my soul!" said Papa Panov. "It's 
Christmas Day!" 

He stood up and stretched himself, for he was 
rather stiff. Then his face filled with happiness as 
he remembered his dream. This would be a very 
special Christmas after all, for Jesus was coming 
to visit him. How would he look? Would he be a 
little baby, as at that first Christmas? Would he 
be a grown man, a carpenter-or the great King 
that he is, God's Son? He must watch carefully 
the whole day through so that he recognized him 
however he came. 

Papa Panov put on a special pot of coffee for 
his Christmas breakfast, took down the shutters 
and looked out of the window. The street was 
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deserted, no one was stirring yet. Noone except 
the road sweeper. He looked as miserable and dirty 
as ever, and well he might! Whoever wanted to 
work on Christmas Day-and in the raw cold and 
bitter freezing mist of such a morning? 

Papa Panov opened the shop door, letting in a 
thin stream of cold air. "Come in!" he shouted 
across the street cheerily. "Come and have some 
hot coffee to keep out the cold!" 

The sweeper looked up, scarcely able to be­
lieve his ears. He was only too glad to put down 
his broom and come into the warm room. His old 
clothes steamed gently in the heat of the stove 
and he clasped both red hands round the com­
forting warm mug as he drank. 

Papa Panov watched him with satisfaction, 
but every now and then his eyes strayed to the 
window. It would never do to miss his special 
visitor. 

"Expecting someone?" the sweeper asked at 
last. So Papa Panov told him about his dream. 
"Well, I hope he comes," the sweeper said, 
"you've given me a bit of Christmas cheer I 
never expected to have. I'd say you deserve to 
have your dream come true." And he actually 
smiled. 

When he had gone, Papa Panov put on cab­
bage soup for his dinner, then went to the door 
again, scanning the street. He saw no one. But he 
was mistaken. Someone was coming. 

The girl walked so slowly and quietly, hugging 
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the walls of shops and houses, that it was a while 
before he noticed her. She looked very tired and 
she was carrying something. As she drew nearer 
he could see that it was a baby, wrapped in a thin 
shawl. There was such sadness in her face and in 
the pinched little face of the baby, that Papa 
Panov's heart went out to them. 

"Won't you come in?" he called, stepping out­
side to meet them, "you both need to warm by 
the fire and rest." 

The young mother let him shepherd her in­
doors and to the comfort of the armchair. She 
gave a sigh of relief. 

"I'll warm some milk for the baby," Papa 
Panov said, "I've had children of my own-I can 
feed her for you." He took the milk from the 
stove and carefully fed the baby from a spoon, 
warming her tiny feet by the stove at the same 
time. 

"She needs shoes," the cobbler said. 
But the girl replied, "I can't afford shoes, I've 

got no husband to bring home money. I'm on my 
way to the next village to get work." 

A sudden thought flashed into Papa Panov's 
mind. He remembered the little shoes he had 
looked at last night. But he had been keeping 
those for Jesus. He looked again at the cold little 
feet and made up his mind. 

"Try these on her," he said, handing the baby 
and the shoes to the mother. The beautiful little 
shoes were a perfect fit. The girl smiled happily 
and the baby gurgled with pleasure. 

"You have been so kind to us," the girl said, 
when she got up with her baby to go. "Mayall 
your Christmas wishes come true!" 

But Papa Panov was beginning to wonder if 
his very special Christmas wish would come true. 
Perhaps he had missed his visitor? He looked anx­
iously up and down the street. There were plenty 
of people about but they were all faces that he 
recognized. There were neighbors going to call on 
their families. They nodded and smiled and 
wished him Happy Christmas! Or beggars-and 
Papa Panov hurried indoors to fetch them hot 
soup and a generous hunk of bread, hurrying out 
again in case he missed the Important Stranger. 

All too soon the winter dusk fell. When Papa 
Panov next went to the door and strained his 
eyes he could no longer make out the passers-by. 
Most were home and indoors by now anyway. He 
walked slowly back into his room at last, put 
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voice from his dream-the voice of Jesus. up the shutters and sat down wearily in his 
armchair. 

So it had been just a dream after all. 
Jesus had not come. 
Then all at once he knew that he was no longer 

alone in the room. 

"I was hungry and you fed me," he said. "I 
was naked and you clothed me. I was cold and 
you warmed me. I caII}e to you today in every 
one of those you helped and welcomed." 

This was no dream, for he was wide awake. At 
first he seemed to see before his eyes the long 
stream of people who had come to him that day. 
He saw again the old road sweeper, the young 
mother and her baby and the beggars he had fed. 
As they passed, each whispered, "Didn't you see 
me, Papa Panov?" 

Then all was quiet and still. Only the sound of 
the big clock ticking. A great peace and hap­
piness seemed to fill the room, overflowing Papa 
Panov's heart until he wanted to burst out sing­
ing and laughing and dancing with joy. 

"So he did come after all!" was all that he 
said. 0 

"Who are you?" he called out, bewildered. 
Then another voice answered him. It was the 

'Papa Panov 's Special Christmas ' by Leo Tolstoy, retold by Mary 
Batchelor from Our Family Christmas Book, Abingdon Press, 
copyright Lion Publishing. 

MoreThan 
a Novelist 
A look at the life of Leo Tolstoy 

A Christmas story by Leo 
Tolstoy? 
At first it might seem 

odd for a Christian magazine to 
publish a short story written 
almost a century ago by a mem­
ber of the Russian nobility, but 
there is good reason for it. Leo 
Nikolaevich Tolstoy was more 
than a novelist who wrote such 
classics as War and Peace and 
Anna Karenina. He was also a 
Christian who is considered by 
many to have been the "con­
science of Russia" in the late 
nineteenth century. 

Tolstoy was raised in a well-to­
do family, but for many years he 
struggled with the meaningless­
ness and corruption of the so­
ciety that surrounded him. He 
was fifty-one years old when his 
search for reality brought him to 
a dramatic religious conversion. 
In his own words: " I came to 
believe in the doctrine of Christ, 
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and my whole life underwent a 
sudden transformation." 

Following his conversion, Tol­
stoy became one of the greatest 
moral influences in the world. He 
opposed and exposed the corrup­
tion and abuses of his own privi­
leged class, he attacked the 
abuses and incompetence of the 
military, and he spearheaded ef­
forts to promote the education of 
peasant children. 

His spiritual transformation 
also made him increasingly criti­
cal of the Orthodox Church. He 
faulted the obscurity and selec­
tiveness of its doctrines, with its 
emphasis on rules and its desire, 
as he saw it, to maintain itself 
rather than to change society. In 
1901, when the church could no 
longer stand his outspoken tirades 
against it, he was excommunicated. 

Although Tolstoy's beliefs did 
at times depart from the scrip­
tural norm, without agreeing 

with these views, we can see that 
the Church and the society of his 
day had serious problems with no 
easy solutions in sight. 

These things are evident: He 
loved the common people and re­
garded their way of life as more 
real and healthy than his own 
privileged background. He loved 
children, and wrote many of his 
short stories specifically for 
them. He loved social justice, and 
attacked government abuses. And 
he loved the Bible, especially the 
Gospels, whose simplicity he 
preferred to cumbersome dogma. 

Tolstoy died in 1910, but his 
novels-and his short stories, 
such as "Papa Panov's Special 
Christmas" -will live on for 
many years to come. 0 
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R ejoice, be glad! Arise, 
praise thy days! 
Proclaim abroad what 

the most high this day hast 
done! 

Leave off lamenting, dispel all 
weeping, 

All join voices in praise and 
joy! 

Serve the most high with a 
glorious choir, . 

Let us worship the name of the 
almighty Lord! 
-Opening chorus of Bach's 

Christmas Oratorio 

For people around the world, 
the heralding of the Christmas 
season means the joyous sound 
of holiday music. It's the time to 
enjoy such beloved works as 
Handel's Messiah, Tchaikovsky's 
Nutcracker Suite, and especially 
Johann Sebastian Bach's glorious 
Christmas Oratorio. 

Most everyone will agree that 
Johann Sebastian Bach was one 
of the world's greatest compos­
ers, but few realize that he was 
also a devout Christian. The 
most powerful testimony of his 
Christian faith is found in his 
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"Soli Deo Gloria" 
The music of Johann Sebastian Bach still 
celebrates the joy of the Christmas season. 
BY GLENN BASHAM 
music; whether instrumental or 
vocal, all of it was composed for 
the glory of God and as an act of 
worship. In fact, Bach often in­
scr.ibed on his title pages, "Soli 
Deo gloria," or, "To God alone be 

. the glory." 
This year, when we commemo­

rate the three-hundredth anniver­
sary of Bach's birth, is a good 
time to appreciate his music not 
only as masterpieces that have 
endured three centuries, but also 
as modern-day means to worship 
the Lord. 

No Fame or Fortune 
In Bach's time, known as the 

baroque period, there were two 
kinds of music: popular folk 
music, found in the German tav­
erns and marketplaces, and "high" 
art music, written and performed 
for aristocratic functions and for 
the Lutheran Church. Musicians 
in the latter category were usual­
ly employed by a royal court, mu­
nicipal council, opera house, or 
church. Few composers chose 
positions with churches because 
the salaries were so much lower 
than at better-endowed institu­
tions such as courts or opera 
houses. 

Although Bach, who was em­
ployed as an organist by Luther­
an churches in what is now East 
Germany, never achieved fame or 
fortune, he persisted throughout 
his lifetime composing and dedi­
cating his music to the glory of 

God. At the age of twenty-three 
he wrote of his "ultimate goal, 
namely, the cultivation of formal 
church music, to the glory of 
God."! He also said that "the 
aim and fundamental reason of 
all music is none other than to be 
to the glory of God and the resto­
ration of the spirit. "2 

He expressed his convictions 
about music in his joyful and ex­
uberant Christmas Oratorio, which 
he composed in 1734 for use in 
the Christmastide services of St. 
Thomas Church in Leipzig. His 
source for the biblIcal texts 
found in the Christmas Oratorio, 
sometimes called Bach's answer 
to Handel's Messiah, were the 
Gospels of Matthew and Luke, 
which he presented in a sung nar­
ration. The six parts were meant 
to be performed on six different 
days throughout the Christmas 
holidays: the first three days of 
Christmas (December 25, 26, and 
27), the Feast of the Circumcision 
(January 1), the Sunday after 
New Year's Day, and the Feast 
of the Epiphany (January 6). 

Among the most popular move­
ments of the oratorio are the mov­
ing chorus "Glory to God," the 
magnificent "Keep, My Heart," and 
the "Shepherd's Music" symphony. 

The final chorale of the Christ­
mas Oratorio resounds in a cele­
bration of the joy found in the 
Christmas season. It is a tri­
umphant affirmation of our ulti­
mate destiny as sons of God: 

DECEMBER 1985 



To God Alone De the Glory 
Three hundred years after Bach, a young musician follows in his footsteps. 

P aul Mahder, the enthusi­
astic manager of the Na­
tional Christian Symphony 

Orchestra (NCSO), is working to 
restore classical music as an in­
strument to worship God. It all 
began five years ago with a dra­
matic vision of a huge orchestra 
in the round. 

In the vision, the orchestra 
was playing music he had never 
heard, yet it had a powerful emo­
tional impact. "It was incredibly 
intense," Mahder explains. "If 
the music was depicting peace, it 
was prophesying peace and I felt 
peace. It imparted to the audi­
ence whatever it was playing." 

Then, the Lord spoke to him in 
the vision, saying, "This is the 
day of worship that I will bring 
to this country." 

Since that time, Mahder has 
been working to establish the Na­
tional Christian Symphony Or­
chestra, which he believes was 
God's purpose in giving him the 
vision. "I think that God wants 
to reveal Himself to people­
believers and unbelievers alike­
and He wants to touch our lives 
with His pre~ence," he says. 

An accomplished pianist who 
received symphony management 
training through the American 

Now are ye well avenged upon 
your enemies, 

For Christ hath broken asunder 
All the might of the Adversary. 
Death, Devil, Sin and Hell 
Are vanquished now forever; 
In its rightful place, by God's 

side, 
Now stands the Human Race. 0 

Footnotes 
'Hans T. David and Arthur Mendel, 
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Symphonic League, Mahder 
points out that music is the chief 
vehicle for cultural communica­
tion in our society. "If the gospel 
is to be presented effectively, we 
must rise to the challenge of com­
municating it in powerful musi­
cal terms." 

The Church used to set 
society's standards for music by 
commissioning work from com­
posers such as Bach, Handel, and 
Beethoven. "Now the funding for 
classical music comes from 
governmental agencies, such as 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, and from corpora­
tions, such as Mobil Oil. As the 
financial support for music has 
shifted from spiritual to secular, 
its purpose has drifted from wor­
ship to entertainment." 

Mahder hopes that the NCSO 
will be the catalyst for returning 
music to the Church. He sees the 
orchestra performing quality mu­
sic, as well as ministering to its 
audience after each concert and 
working with local worship 
leaders in classes and seminars. 
Plans for the symphony call for 
auditions by spring of 1986, and 
the first concert on Palm Sunday 
1987. 

One of Mahder's favorite 

ed., The Bach Reader (New York: W.W. 
Norton and Company, 1972), p. 60. 

'Ibid. p. 35. 

Glenn Basham, a violinist, has been a 
member of the Miami Philharmonic, the 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra, and the 
Renaissance Chamber Orchestra, and has 
toured as a soloist in Germany and Italy. 
He is music director of New Covenant 
Christian Church in East Lansing, Mich· 
igan, where he, his wife, Leelo, and their 
son live. 

scriptures is Zephaniah 3:17: 
"The Lord your God is in your 
midst, a victorious warrior. He 
will exult over you with joy" 
(NAS). 

"The Greek word for joy," he 
explains, "literally means 'jump­
ing up and down'! Joy is in the 
Lord's heart, and He wants His 
peOple to have joy in their hearts 
too." 0 

For more lDfOl'lllatloa on the N .. 
tioDal CbrIatIaD SymphODy Or­
eheetra, write to NCSO, 8946 Old 
LeMay Ferry Road, HIUaboro, MIa­
IOUI'i 630lIO, or c.n (314) 78&3901. 
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man reminisces on wishes, dreams, 
BY LIONEL 

L ionel Whiston has experienced more than 
ninety Christmases in his lifetime, and 
each year the meaning of the holiday has 

become clearer and more meaningful to him. 
Here he looks back at the different stages of his 
understanding of Christmas, showing how it has 
matured into something special. 

[Got 
Time was when my first thought at Christmas 

was, What am I going to get? I remember look­
ing in closets, in drawers, and in cubbyholes, try­
ing to see if a gift for me was hidden there. Weeks 
before Christmas, my pals were all asking, "What 
are you going to get?" But we were poor. I didn't 
get much: an orange, a few nuts, some hard can­
dy, clothes, gloves, and a game of Parcheesi. 

[Saw 
The stores were filled with toys and attractive 

gifts. We flattened our noses against the plate 
glass windows of the candy store. My friend Tom 
told me to look in the bicycle store-he was 
going to get that shiny red one! His father had 
said so. Bill, another friend, hoped for skates and 
a sled. I knew it couldn't be anything like that for 
me. 

[ Wished 
Oh, how I wished and how I envied! Why 

weren't my folks rich enough to get expensive 
toys, such as a bike, a cricket bat (I lived in 
England during my boyhood), or a hockey stick? 
One boy I knew actually got a billiard table of his 
very own! I wished, I dreamed, and I envied. 



and lessons of Christmases past. 
HISTON 

I Did 
Side by side with wishing and getting were 

happenings. We went caroling and were invited 
into homes to enjoy mince pies and cider. I was a 
shepherd in a church pageant one year, a wise 
man the next year, and later, wonderful to tell, I 
was Joseph! 

I Gave 
We took time from holiday pleasures to carry 

presents to the shut-ins. I remember walking 
several miles to bring some simple Christmas 
goodies to a bedridden woman. I was self­
conscious, wondering what I would say to her. 
She had consumption (as they called tuberculosis 
in those days) and I wondered if I would catch it 
if I shook hands with her. But she laughed and 
told me stories, and I can stiU feel the touch of 
her hands as she blessed me. I left feeling ten feet 
tall 

I Felt 
The act of giving brought with it a good feel­

ing. I started to experience the joys of service 
and caring love. In the early years of my mar­
riage, while I pastored in a small college town, I 
met a Japanese student who had nowhere to go 
for the Christmas holidays. Christmas had al­
ways been a family day when we could not have 
an outsider present, but the desire to bless over­
came tradition and we invited this lonely boy to 
share our holiday. What gratitude he showed! 
What interest! 

In a burst of intimacy he pulled out a little silk 
American flag that he always wore near his heart 
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Dick Iverson on coming together 

Next Month 
in New Wine: 
Beginnings 

Dick Iverson gives five keys 
to help God's people move 
together in this season of 
fresh starts, and shares the 
exciting results Scripture 
promises when we do be­
come one in Christ. 

Charles Simpson and three 
other well-known Christian 
leaders-Kenneth Copeland, 
John Gimenez, and John 
Wimber-share what God 
has in store for them in this 
new year. 

Charles Swindoll explains 
that if we've been loners, we 
might want to start over by 
joining others on the jour­
ney. The key to surviving in 
our culture of "ragged.ooge 
reality," he says, is that "one 
plus one equals survival." 

Plus the sobering testimony 
of a young man caught up in 
the demonic world of punk 
rock music. 

All in the January New Wine 

and proudly said, "This is my country now. [ love America. No 
matter what Japan does, [will never take part in a war against the 
United States. " The year was 1924, and the press was carrying a~ 
ticles about the "Yellow PeriL" 

Our hearts overflowed that Christmas night. [n caring, we had 
come closer to the God who cared. Christmas is "not what we give, 
but what we share, for the gift without the giver is bare; who gives 
himself with his alms feeds three, himself, his hungering neighbor, 
and me. "1 

[Knew 
Slowly, year by year the story of Bethlehem took on deeper 

meaning. [ knew the story from the Gospel of Luke by heart. [ pic­
tured it in my mind again and again-Mary, Joseph, the babe in 
the manger, and the shepherds. And then [ added the wise men of 
Matthew's Gospel to complete the scene. The spirit of Christmas 
was slowly invading my being and changing my life-style. [ began 
to realize that Jesus' coming was not just something that had hap­
pened in Bethlehem two thousand years ago: He was coming to 
me in the here and now to be my friend. Jesus really was not bam 
for me until He was bam in my heart. 

[ Remember 
Today, after more than ninety Christmases, [ remember,· [ 

recollect. This business of recollecting the past is what makes old 
age so choice-the best of all the ages of man. [ see again the little 
boy standing in front of the fireplace wondering how Santa could 
keep his suit so dazzling white and shiny red as he climbed down 
that sooty chimney! 

[ recall eyes dancing with joy as presents, eveTl: though meager, 
were opened. [ also relive those quieter moments when the only 
light ·was the warm glow of the fire. [ hear the carols. [ see again 
shadows dancing on the ceiling, reflecting the Christmas tree. [ 
remember as a boy sneaking down after midnight to see what was 
under the tree for me, and as a man sneaking down to place some 
added surprises there for loved ones. 

I Rejoice 
The words and music of the carols have become more and more 
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meaningful with the passing years: "Word of the Father now in 
flesh appearing'~' ''Joy to the world! The Lord is come'~' "Tidings 

, of comfort and joy ,~. "Cast out our sin and enter in ,~. "0 come to 
us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel'~' "With the angels let us 
sing, alleluia. " They all join in symphonic grandeur, proclaiming, 
"God so loved the world that He gave His Son." As I sing, these 
words written years ago suddenly come alive. They live in my 
heart. They are mine. 

I Celebrate 
As a moon shining over a lake-God's gift to everyone-sud­

denly becomes my moon when its reflections make a straight path 
to my feet, so God's Son-given to everyone-suddenly becomes 
God's gift to me. Ancient words bum their way into my inmost be­
ing. They are ~hanget;1 and personalized for me. "God so loved 
Lionel Whiston that He gave His only Son that Lionel Whiston 
should not perish but have everlasting life. For God sent His Son 
to Lionel Whiston, not to condemn him, but that Lionel Whiston 
might be saved throZl:gh Him. " 

I celebrate the birth of my Savior, but as I celebrate with others, 
He becomes our Savior. I must first know this for myself, and then 
I can share the joy with others and together we can sing in trium-
phant chorus. . 

What first was God's Christmas gift has become my Christmas, 
and now it is our Christmas. As we sing the carols and adore Him, 
He is with us again just as He was two thousand years ago. D 

Footnote 
'James Russell Lowell, "The Vision of Sir Launfal," The Poetical of James Russell 

Lowel~ ed. Marjorie Kaufman (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1978), pp. 110-111. 
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Lionel Whiston has served in the pastoral 
ministry for more than fifty years. He 
has written several books, including En­
joy the Journey and For Those in Love. 
He and his wife, Inna, live in South 
Portland, Maine. 

Did You 
Know? 

Did you know that New 
Wine is a magazine made up 
of three key ingredients: in­
spiration, creativity, and 
practical application? 

Our goal at New Wine 
has always been to share 
with you what the Holy 
Spirit is saying (inspiration) 
in a way that motivates you 
and holds your attention 
(creativity), and that enables 
you to be a better Christian 
(practical application). 

To achieve this goal, each 
month we review the current 
issue and ask, Did we give 
full expression to what God 
was saying? Did we com­
municate it clearly and cre­
atively to our readers? Did 
we strive for excellence? Did 
everything we do come from 
the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit? 

To be only inspirational 
or creative or practical is not 
enough. We think a delicate 
balance of the three and a 
complete dependence on the 
Holy Spirit to achieve that 
makes a good magazine. 

It's our goal to continue 
bringing you God's current 
word in a fresh, Spirit-filled 
manner. That's the reason 
we're here, and we thought 
you'd like to know. D 
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TIPS FOR FATHERS 

How we can give quality gifts at Christmas 

A Time for Dad 
to Be Generous 
BY BRUCE LONGSTRETH 

A t Christmas time, our 
thoughts naturally turn 
to giving. In our gener­

ous mood, we want to bestow on 
loved ones, particularly our chil­
dren, the biggest presents we can 
find. But are the biggest the 
best? 

The answer is found in the 
word generosity, which comes 
from a Latin root meaning "of 
noble birth." Generosity is the 
ability of a nobleman to convey a 
lasting blessing with everything 
he gives. The focus of generosity 
is on the quality of the giver, not 
the quantity of the gift. 

According to our definition, 
the best gifts we can give our 
children are not measured by 
their size. The "noble" father 
may buy his son a bike, skates, or 
a train set, but more important­
ly, he also spends time watching 
and helping as his son learns how 
to use and enjoy his gift. The 
time spent and the care shown 
mean more than the material gift 
itself. 

Generosity also means that a 
noble father not only gives quali­
ty gifts to his children, but to his 
neighbors as well. He offers to fix 
the washing machine for the wid-
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ow next door, and donates food 
to the elderly couple down the 
street. He visits the sick and 
plays with the neighborhood 
children. 

On the other hand, generosity 
does not mean that a father gives 
out of demand or duty, for that is 
a trait of an ignoble man, who 
rarely shows any love or care in 
his giving. The ignoble man's 
child is usually spoiled, because 
he gives him what he wants when 
he wants it. Rather than being 
remembered by his child as a 
man who gave of himself to his 
family and others, his legacy is 
that of a clumsy, bungling, manip­
ulated man who never imparted 
any lasting qualities or values. 

Three important traits of the 
nobleman will help us as fathers 
to give generously to our 
children. 
1. Nobility of birth. The noble­
man has a history and a heritage. 
He never tries to make up for the 
lack in his past by giving ex­
cessively. He believes that his 
past-good or bad-has given 
him many important values that 
he is responsible to pass on. The 
values he shares with others will 
secure a happy and successful 

future for them. 
2. Nobility of desire. Believing 
that he possesses good qualities, 
the nobleman desires to pass on 
to others the best of what he has. 
He never considers his values 
old-fashioned or not "with it." 
They are too valuable to keep to 
himself and too precious to 
disregard. 
3. Nobility of action. The 
nobleman takes time to plan the 
best way of acting upon his de­
sire to express his greatest 
values. 

Christmastime is not a time to 
"go for broke" on a frantic buy­
ing spree; rather it is a great op­
portunity to express our values 
to others in the gifts that we give 
them. 

The best gifts are those that 
increase the time we spend with 
our children. Rather than saying, 
"Go play with your toys," these 
gifts say, "Let's work on this 
together." One of my family's 
favorite gifts, for example, is a 
giant jigsaw puzzle. Each year, it 
takes the efforts of Mom and 
Dad and both the kids to com­
plete it. 

We can make generosity the 
focus of our Christmas giving in 
many different ways, but the 
most important thing is for our 
children to recall that we as 
fathers gave ourselves in every­
thing we gave. The generous dad 
has that ability, and he will be 
remembered by his children as a 
noble father. 0 

Bruce Longstreth is editor of New Wine 
and Fathergram. 

"'lips for Fathers" is provided 
by Fathergrom, a monthly 
newsletter that offers in­
sights, tips, and testimonials 
from fathers who care about 
their families. To subscribe, 
send $9.95 (special price) to 
Fathergram, P.O. Box Z, 
Mobile, AL 36616. 
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HOMESPUN 

Finding joy in Christmas was a struggle 

"A Present I'll 
Never Forget" 
BY JENNIFER BEEBEE 

I sat in the hospital waiting 
room and stared at the 
Christmas decorations. Ob­

viously someone had tried to 
spruce up the dull surroundings 
with a few lights and some holly, 
but they did nothing to lift my 
spirits. 

Christmas just wasn't the 
same this year. 

The whole season had lost its 
sparkle and excitement. It was 
the first Christmas that I could 
remember not looking forward to 
all the presents, parties, and 
other festivities. 

I had just gone through the 
toughest time of my life. A few 
month~ earlier, my natural father 
had been killed in a car accident. 
I didn't think I could take anoth­
er tragedy, but there was no 
choice. While I was still trying to 
cope with my father's death, I 
received the news of my step­
father's cancer. He spent all of the 
holiday season in the hospital. 

My life was like a nightmare 
that I was hoping to wake up 
from. There didn't seem to be 
any hope in sight, and I lost all 
enthusiasm for what was usually 
my favorite time of year. I had al­
ways eagerly anticipated Christ­
mas, and my birthday, which 
follows a few weeks after. But 
Christmas came and went with 
no change in my outlook, and 
when my birthday arrived, I was 
convinced it wouldn't be any bet­
ter. The Lord, however, had other 

NEW WINE 

plans. 
The morning of my birthday I 

dreaded getting out of bed to face 
the day. Although I usually en­
joyed my job as a customer ser­
vice representative for Integrity 
Communications, this particular 
morning I would have rather 
stayed in bed and just forgotten 
about my birthday. But slowly I 
got up and got ready for work. 
When I arrived at the office, I 
was overwhelmed at what I saw; 
my desk was covered with cards, 
presents, and a big bouquet of 
pink carnations! I knew it would 
be a lot easier to get through the 
day knowing how much my 
friends cared for me and under­
stood what I was going through. 

As I sat at my desk to begin 
the day's work, I noticed a letter 
from Tanzania, Africa, post­
marked just before Christmas. 
Every day I received lots of let­
ters from people all over the 
world who subscribe to New 
Wine and our other publica­
tions-people I had never met 
but had written to at one time or 
another for the ministry. I liked 
reading all those letters, but this 
one was particularly special: . 

Dear Jennifer, 
. "Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel, for He has visited and 
redeemed His people" (Luke 
1:68). These words prophesied 
shortly before the birth of 
Jesus reveal the purpose for 

Through a letter from a stranger, 
Jennifer Beebee saw God's goodness. 

His coming to earth .... He came 
to redeem His people. Thank 
God we have been redeemed 
from the curse of the Law. 
At this Christmas season, I 
want to remind you of one of 
the names given to Jesus: Im­
manuel, which means "God 
with us. " No matter what 
problems or situations we may 
face, we can rest in the assur­
ance that He is very near, and 
that help, comfort, and 
strength are as close as the 
mention of His name. 
May my God bless you all, 
Samson Lochti 

Some people might say it was 
only a coincidence that this letter 
arrived all the way from Africa 
on the morning of my birthday­
a day when I needed the message 
that it contained very much. But 
I knew the Lord in this unique 
way was reassuring me of His 
love in the midst of a difficult 
season. It's one birthday present 
I'll never forget. 0 

Jennifer Beebee, a former customer service 
representative for Integrity Communica­
tions, lives in Tulsa, Oklahoma, where she 
attends Oral Roberts University. 
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THE WAY I SEE IT 

Must we be "busy" to spend time profitably? 

. A Wise Investment 
BY DON BASHAM 

Our age is characterized 
by a preoccupation with 
saving time. Yet no mat­

ter how much time we save, no 
one seems to have enough. The 
truth is, time can't be saved. It 
can only be spent, and how we 
spend it makes all th~ difference. 

In his book Walden, Henry 
David Thoreau wrote, "Time is 
but the stream I go a-fishing in." 
Significantly, his book, a classic 
in American literature, is a prod­
uct of two years he "squan­
dered," living at the edge of 
Walden Pond, frittering away his . 
time meditating and daydream­
ing, recording thoughts that have 
changed and enriched millions of 
lives for more than a hundred and 
fifty years. Of course, he could 
have spent those years working 
hard at something the world con­
siders useful, such as making 
money. 

King David also spent much 
of his time in a useless activity. 
The shepherd king was not only a 
mighty warrior but also a poet 
and daydreamer who wasted 
days and weeks obeying his God, 
who said, "Be still, and know 
that I am God" (Ps. 46:10 NIV). 
If he hadn't, we wouldn't have 
the Book of Psalms. 

Must we be "busy" to spend 
time profitably? Christians seem 
to think so. Some years ago, a 
major magazine conducted a 
survey of forty thousand church 
members that showed that the 
average church member expected 
his pastor to spend eighty-four 
hours a week at his job. 

During my years as a denomi- ' 
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national pastor I often felt that 
kind of pressure. But I thank 
God He gave me the courage to 
keep my priorities straight and 
not to sacrifice my wife and chil­
dren on the altar of my "min­
isterial career." 

Recently, while going through 
some old files, I found a copy of a 
December 1961 church newslet­
ter, written while I was a pastor 
in 1,'oronto, Canada. It expressed 
the struggle I had in taking an 
hour of a busy day to spend with 
my son. I quote: 

The other day I came home to 
find our four-year-old son 
fascinated by the snow. As I 
put on my coat to return to 
work after lunch, he put on his 
coat and boots to go outside 
and build a snowman. 
Now, grown-ups are too busy 
to build a snowman. Everyone 
knows that, even my son. So 
he didn't ask for my help, and 
maybe that's why I decided to 
help him build one. 
It was a terribly inefficient 
and undignified way for a 
minister to behave right in 
broad daylight. I could have 
spent the time more profitably 
doing something else. For 
most people, that's what time 
is for-to make a profit. 
But I'm not sure that my time 
with my son was time wasted. 
I believe I made a deposit in a 
different kind of bank; and the 
memory of my son's laughter 
and his shiny-eyed wonder as 
Jolly Jim the Snowman took 
shape bears me out. The 

world's a better place. My 
son's a better boy, and I'm a 
better man because of Jolly 
Jim, even though he didn't 
live too long . 
In the late afternoon, I re­
turned home to find that some 
schoolboy, whose parents had 
already convinced him that 
the world has no time or place 
for a snowman, had come 
along and knocked Jolly Jim's 
head off. He hadn:t had time 
to build a snowman. He only 
had time to wreck one. But for 
my son and me, the memory of 
our time together in building 
Jolly Jim remains intact; no 
one can tear that down. 

That newsletter was written 
twenty-four years ago. Today, 
my son is grown and married and 
has a son of his own. I'm justly 
proud of the man he has become. 

Looking back, I know I had 
my priorities straight that De­
cember day. Some people driving 
past the parsonage may have 
thought they saw a busy minis­
ter neglecting his duties as he 
helped his four-year-old son build 
a snowman at noon. But what 
they really saw was a man busily 
engaged in the most noble task 
that God ever assigned; they saw 
a father taking time to 'build his 
son. 

Do we need to save more time? 
No, we need more people to in­
vest their time in ways that will 
bear fruit in future generations. 
At least, that's the way I see 
it. 0 

Don BilshQl1J is chief 
editorial consultant 

. for New Wine. 
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RECOMMENDED 

Do you sometimes have trouble applying spiritual truths to your life? 
Do you feel the truths become more real to you when someone shares 

from their own experiences? If so, Bob Mumford's monthly Recommended 
Tape ministry can touch your life. 

Bob shares vital spiritual lessons in a way that makes them come 
alive. His humorous stories paint vivid pictures of what God's word means 

for your daily life. He leaves no. doubt in your mind that he's experienced 
what he's talking about and desires to help you enter into more of the 

fullness of God. 
Month after month Bob shares with you what God has put on his 

heart. You will receive timely insight about subjects such as spiritual 
warfare, family relationships, and the power of praise and worship. Here's 

how some people have been helped by Recommended Tapes: 
''Thank you so much for your faithful service. The messages continue 

to bless, challenge, and encourage my wife and I as we seek to learn the 
heart and mind of our Lora Jesus Christ and to follow Him." 

Kieran Taylor, Dublin, Ireland 

''Your tapes are really appreciated and used. I passed them on to my 
oldest son. He used them in college and they had a revival:' 

Mrs. Harvey Thornton, Fort Recovery, OH 

FREE TAPE OFFER! 
Let us introduce you to Bob Mumford's 
Recommended Tapes by sending you the 
first tape absolutely free! By joining Bob 
Mumford's tape program, you'll receive a 

new inspiring tape each month for just $5 a 
month. You may cancel at any time without 
further obligation and still keep the free in­
troductory tape. 

TO ORDER, USE THE: POSTPAID REPLY CARD NEXT TO PAGE 22 ... 
or send your name lind address to Bob Mumford's Recommended Tapes, 

P.O. Box Z, Mobile, AL 36616. Offer expires December 31, 1985. 



... YOURS FREE 
When you give a gift of NEW 
WINE this Christmas you receive a 
free copy of Don Basham's Hearing 
From God. You'll find answers to 
questions that every Christian asks ... 

How can I increase my sensitivity to God's voice? In what 
different ways does He speak to me? How can I tell if a 
specific dream or vision is of God? And how can I correctly 
interpret it? What tests should I apply to make sure a word of 
guidance is from God? In this practical handbook, Don 
Basham illustrates specific ways to confirm the guidance 
you've received and then gives you principles that can help 

, you "walk it ouL" 
Hearing From God is yours free when you give a NEW 

WINE Christmas gift subscription to a loved one. And you 
won't find another gift that expresses the true meaning of 
Christmas nearly as well, because NEW WINE is all about 

Christ and the blessings He promised! 
Every issue brings your friends practical advice for Chris­

tian living based on sound biblical teaching. They'll meet 
important Christian leaders. They'll reach a deeper understand­
ing of their faith. They'll gain new spiritual growth! Your gifts 
of NEW WINE can bring exciting results such as these ... 

"We first received NEW WINE about eight years ago as a 
gift. Although I wasn't saved at that time, there were articles 
that truly planted seeds within me. Now I find that your 
magazine is a necessary part of my spiritual life." 

"When my son introduced me to NEW WINE he gave me a 
chest of gold!" 

NEW WINE IS ONE GIFT YOU CAN FEEL GOOD ABOUT GIVING 
AT CHRISTMAS .. . AND STILL SAVE MONEY, TIME, AND WORRY! 

Each one-year gift (12 issues) costs just $15. That's a sav­
ings of $8.40 off the cover cost! 

You save time by shopping at home. Avoid the crowded 
stores and heavy holiday traffic. NEW WINE even announces 

gift with a Christmas gift card signed with your name. 

Simply fill out the Gift Certificate card bound into this 
issue of NEW WINE and mail it back in the postpaid enve­
lope found at page 18. Give a friend, relative, or church mem­
ber a gift of NEW WINE this Christmas and get a free copy of 
Don Basham's Hearing From God in return! 

TO ORDER, USE THE GIFT CERTIFICATE NEXT TO PAGE 22 & 
THE POSTPAID REPLY ENVEWPE NEXT TO PAGE 18 ... 

OR SEND YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS TO NEW WINE, P.O. BOX Z, MOBILE, AL 36616. 


