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I Believe in the Holiness of the Church Because. . .

I. Jesus Prayed foraHoly Church. .. .. .................. 3 foe B (s D ISR R Oct. 1
II. The Saints Are Called to a Holy Life
A. Abraham—a blameless walk. ..................... Gen:1Td-18 o o et Oct. 2
B- Moses—aholy ground...: .. iz v sissisieans w5 s s s B BN e i) cnioe Oct. 3
G Iarael—a holy BAEION. : < i 5 oot 2 S aisebrals Ex, 19108 oo caini oo einien Oct. 4
D. Israel—a peoplesetapart......................... Lo, 20:22:00% . st b Oct. 5
E. Israel—a treasured possession..................... DE26:A6-29. .. e veidimee Oct. 6
Ko David—a pure Heart: ... oo voe i oo raloonsied o sl s las o P 28065 b et Tm o Oct. 7
G. Isaiah—acleansed prophet........................ L b Oct. 8
H. Saints—a destinedpeople......................... Eph 1114 . . i s Oct. 9
III. God Blesses a Holy People
A. The prosperity of the righteous. .. ................. o L e o Oct. 10
B. Theruleof therighteous. ......................... PDEZE 1L L s Oct. 11
C. The effective prayer of the righteous. ... ............ Ps.34:1-22 . ......co0ems Oct. 12
D. The inheritance of therighteous.................... PRSTA-40 a0 50 vl s s Oct. 13
E. The rewards of therighteous. .. ................... P08 e Oct. 14
F. The success of therighteous....................... ProbI:d-81 Siiie oot o Oct. 15
G. The blessings of the righteous. . .. ................. Prod2il=280 . oo - Oct. 16
IV. Jesus Taught Holy Living to His Disciples

A. Holinessandwitness . ........................... | A G e E e Oct. 17
B. Holinessandreligion ............................ MEC B2 o s Vi 45 i o Oct. 18
€. ‘Holiness'and tradition . ..ok o or s o iy saleia sy MUESBET=8T o Sasia o o Oct. 19
Do Holiness/and 1ove . .. savieicu s aw et s i bl MES6i38A8 |t Oct. 20
B, Holmess and Prayer .. o - v one s phane e = fes e MG B 11D ol s s s o e Oct. 21
B Erolness and BEEVICE ..ol Do i iharon o sl ety s ME. 8161345 Bty s Oct. 22
G Holiness and endurance . ... o« sawsiioy s vt MES TN N e B Oct. 23
H. Holinessandobedience . ......................... M TEVE2900 oo e e T ol Oct. 24

V. The Apostles’ Doctrine Taught Holiness
A. Freedomforholyservice.......................... Rom:6:1-28 . oo il 2l Oct. 25
B. Chosenforaholypurpose.........c.cocviviiniian. (B3] s B o U e e Oct. 26
. 2 Diseiplined'for a holy:Tace. . ... .. ov s o samisedtasims Heb, 12:1:29 .. o e o v Oct. 27
. Eirst fraits of a holy Cre@Ution. . . ... ..cxes i o oo sie s JARA 2T UL e O e Oct. 28
E. Conformed to a holy likeness. . ... ................. 19PetS1R1=25) 8 e o virimies Oct. 29
F. Partakers of a holy nature........................ 20 oo b U ) I S P i Oct. 30
G. Contenders foraholy faith. . ...................... JUABA-25 5 ki o e Oct. 31

A monthly Bible study by Bruce Longstreth
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Graceful Exits
and Glorious Entrances

Putting the past in its proper perspective

here's a trick to the

Graceful Exit, I sus-

pect. It begins with the
vision to recognize that a job, a
life stage, a relationship is
over, and to let go. It means
leaving what's over without
denying its validity or its past
importance in our lives. It in-
volves a sense of future, a be-
lief that every exit line is an
entry, that we are moving on,
rather than out.!

This profound statement ad-
dresses the many transitions
that God's people face as they
progress through life. Unfortu-
nately, many people would take
this quote as an indictment of the
past rather than a vindication of

it.

Often, God prepares us for
transitional phases in our walk
with Him by creating restless-
ness all around us. But the ex-
citement and newness of the next
dimension are more than many
Christians can handle gracefully.
Some don't recognize that the
hand of God is responsible for the
open door ahead of them. In-
stead, they refuse to move on and
try to recreate the glory of what
used to be. Solomon said, “Do
not say, ‘Why is it that the for-
mer days were better than these?’'
For it is not from wisdom that
you ask this" (Eccl. 7:10 NAS).

Charles Simpson once said,
“It is a basic heresy to try to
preserve a thing beyond its
time.” It is a gift from God to be
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able to discern His hand in a
transition and then be able to let
go. It might even be called the
gift of releasing.

The balance of releasing is rev-
erence—having a proper rever-
ence for the past. To repudiate
the past with its validity is also a
mark of immaturity. If we are to
see our life as God does, we must
look at our past, present, and
future as one great continuum—a
continuous succession of life ex-
periences ordained by God to
mature us. The past is a founda-
tion to help make up the contour
and outlines of our identity.

Pioneers, Not Wanderers

When we look at the future
based on our foundations, we
suddenly become pioneers in-
stead of wanderers. A pioneer
has a sense of future, yet he
honors his experiences of the
past. He carries with him as
much of the past as is healthy,
and transmits and imparts it to
those who will carry on his name.
He knows what from the past to
keep and what to discard.

The wanderer, on the other
hand, is in a constant process of
fleeing past failures and search-
ing for a utopia.

“Exit lines,” as Ellen Good-
man calls them, are not a dis-
engagement from the past, but
progress into the next dimension
to build upon foundations
already laid.

The Church today is facing the
future with a tremendous sense

of excitement and expectancy. I
believe we will see that some
things precious to us in the past
must be laid aside. It will take
the discerning of the Spirit to
know what to lay aside and what
to build upon. In my own church,
there is a mounting anticipation
concerning the miraculous, and
we are expecting an outbreak of
evangelism unparalleled in our
experience.

Remember the words of our
Lord about the woman in travail:
“When she gives birth to the
child, she remembers the anguish
no more, for joy that a child has
been born into the world” (Jn.
16:21 NAS). Oh, the joy of the
newborn! The rejoicing of such
ingathering!

All of the past is preparation
for the future. Let us both revere
it and know when to release it.
Living our life that way will in-
sure not only graceful exits, but
also glorious entrances into the
next season that God has in store
for us. O
Footnote

'Ellen Goodman, “At Large,” The
Boston Globe, October 12, 1976.

Glen Roachelle is
senior pastor of
Metroplex Cove-
nant Church in the
Dallas-Fort Worth
area, and has an ex-
tensive regional and
national pastoral
ministry. Glen lives
with his wife, Ro-
berta, and their four
children in Colleyville, Texas.
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BY ROBERT GRANT

YOUR MIND

A surefire tonic for successful decision making






















GHRISTIAN SHOULD
SPIRITUAL WARFARE

Encounter
With the Occult

In the midst of warfare, people are
motivated to seek help from any
source that might meet their needs.
Satan is a master at offering in-
ducements to get you on his side.
A common temptation is to believe
that because an experience you
had was supernatural, it must have
been from God. Don warns you of
Satan’s counterfeit Pentecost and
the problems that can begin in
your life if you seek help in his
realm.

Resisting the
Enemy

In World War II, many people in
occupied countries joined the
“resistance army” to help thwart
the plans of the enemy. In the
battleground of the mind, we
need help to resist the efforts of
Satan in our thought life. Don
helps you learn to tell the voice
of God from the voice of the
accuser. He gives you practical
ways to recognize and effec-
tively deal with the enemy’s
strategy.

The Deadliest
War of All

The deadliest kind of war is the
conflict that arises within the
Church itself. Don shows you how
Christians enlist in Satan’s army by
engaging in a civil war that is
polite, respectable, and popular. He
gives a serious warning about the
dishonor, criticism, gossip, and
slander that are prevalent in the
Church today. You will see how the
devil operates in this sophisticated
kind of war and how you can be
victorious.

THIS NEW TAPE-SERIES BY DON BASHAM
WILL EQUIP YOU TO RECOGNIZE YOUR ENEMY

AND BE VICTORIOUS IN SPIRITUAL

WARFARE!
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What Every Christian Should Know About Spiritual Warfare

The four-tape series includes “Origin of Demons,” “Encounter With the Occult,” “Resisting
the Enemy,” and “The Deadliest War of All.”

TO ORDER, USE THE RESPONSE FORM ON PAGE 21.
























