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EDITORIAL 
From total ruin to a most precious possession 

Remodeled Saints 
BY BRUCE LONGSTRETH 

W hat must be the ug
liest building in the 
world gawks at me 

from its place overlooking the 
busy avenue I travel into town_ 
Weeds and trash have accumu
lated around a large "for sale" 
sign that offers "the chance of a 
lifetime" to any eager entrepre
neur in the crowds that hurry 
past. 

The Tijuana Country Club 
was fourth in a series of res
taurants that have opened and 
closed at this location. It was the 
last owner who bequeathed the 
present eyesore, thinking a pink 
Mexican eatery was just the 
thing to win the town's heart and 
taste buds. It didn 't even come 
close. 

Whenever I pass the vacant 
pink cantina, I wonder about the 
future of that ugly place. Can 
anything ever prosper where 
everything thus far has failed ? 

One day as J drove by, a scrip
ture came to mind. It was from 
the letter that Paul wrote to a 
young convert named Titus: 

Christ Jesus ... gave Himself 
for us, that He might redeem 
us from every lawless deed 
and purify for Himself a peo
ple for his own possession, 
zealous for good deeds (Ti. 
2:13-14 NAS, italics minel. 

"A people for His own posses
sion"- what an incredible truthl 
God wants common, everyday, or
dinary people who may even be 
ugly or have failed a loti But does 
He ever see us as J see the Ti
juana Country Club, as wretched 
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and worthless? Does He ever con
sider us too ugly, too far gone, or 
totally unredeemable? 

God never sees fallen humanity 
that way. In fact, the Scriptures 
say He freely paid the highest 
possible price for what appeared 
to be the poorest investment. But 
if the price He paid- the life of 
His only Son- seems unbeliev
ably high, His ultimate plan for 
His new possession boggles the 
mind even more. 

His goal is that we be com
pletely restored and purified, and 
displayed as His most prized pos
session - a holy people, zealous to 
do noble deeds for their new own
er. We are to be changed from ab
solute ugly into, as one writer 
puts it, "the crown jewels of 
God." This is the destiny of 
God's people. 

The focus of this month's is
sue, "Staying on Course," is 
God's people pursuing their des
tiny. If the purpose of God be
comes cloudy, zealots become 
mere church attenders, compla
cent, and no longer eager to do 
their Master's bidding. But 
God's unchanging plan is for us 
to become holy people, zealous 
for good deeds. 

In "The Trampled Hedge," 
Bob Mumford calls our attention 
to an important aspect of becom
ing a holy people: obedience to 
God's law. His prophetic insight 
in this article calls the Church 
back to the keeping of God's 
covenant, which is the protective 
hedge we need for living in a 
lawless age. 

Zealots are often slowed down 
by debilitating influences, which 

the Bible likens to leaven- even 
small amounts contaminate the 
entire person. In his article this 
month, Ern Baxter stresses the 
need for the Church and the in
dividual to purge themselves of 
all unrighteous leaven to become 
the leaven of the Kingdom, per
meating all the nations of the 
world with the life of God. 

Then in an excellent article on 
music, Terry Law says t hat he 
sees the Church returning to an 
emphasis on praise and worship 
and that it signals something 
dramatic on the spiritual horizon. 

After twelve years of seeing 
Christian leaders and saints fall 
by the wayside, Larry Tomczak 
asks, "God, bow can I avoid the 
temptations that have taken 
other Christians out of the race?" 
Larry shares God's answer in 
five practical steps that are 
invaluable to any saint eager to 
have a fruitful walk with God. 

Finally, we bring you the in
spiring story of a child born with 
Down's syndrome whose parents 
fought prayerfully for her life, 
taking their stand as a holy peo
ple. Rachel Laust was born a 
year after Baby Doe, a Down's 
syndrome child who was cruelly 
allowed to starve to death. 

With this issue we want to re
set our course and refocus our 
gaze as we pursue God's high 
calling for our lives. The need has 
never been greater for a people 
who through their righteous acts 
would fulfil the purposes of the 
God who called them from total 
ruin to be His own precious 
possession. 0 

,------, Bruce Longstreth is 
editor of New Wino 
and Futhergram. 
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LETIERS 

Riding the Wave 
Our church is experiencing a 

new "wave" of the Holy Spirit, 
as Charles Simpson wrote of in 
his article "Living and Minister
ing in the Holy Spirit" IMay). 
My wife and I recently received 
some deliverance, which has in a 
sense opened the prison doors for 
us to walk in greater freedom in 
the Holy Spirit. I had felt that 
God was setting us free so that 
we would be able to help others, 
but I was not totally sure how to 
go about it. The article really 
helped to clarify what we need to 
do to get more in line with the 
Holy Spirit 's ministry and to 
follow His leading. We are look· 
ing forward to a more productive 
walk in the days and months 
ahead. Thank you for a timely 
and encouraging message. 

Lee Munsell 
Mission Viejo, CA 

Seeing God's Power 
Thanks for the interview with 

John Wimber IMay). With his 
statement that supernatural ex
periences should occur continual
ly as we encounter the living 
God, I found myself saying, 
"Yes, that 's rightl " How often 

I've found security in learning 
principles but missed the adven· 
ture of seeing God's power im
pact my sphere. 

Randall Lemley 
Arlington, TX 

Need for the Supernal ural 
Last month's issue IMay) with 

the interview with Dr. Wimber I 
thought was especially interest· 
ing, because I have been a mis
sionary myself and understand 
the importance of ministering in 
the supernatural when on the 
mission field- or any otber place 
for that matter. 

Carolyn Watt 
Sheridan, WY 

Change of Attitude 
As I sit here writing this let· 

ter, I still wipe the tears away, 
not from the emotions stirred by 
Cindy Miller's story, "The Day 
Nathan Drowned" IMay), but be
cause of the work God has just 
done in my own heart. I had been 
asking the Lord to give me a 
mother's heart. I love my three 
children dearly, however, I also 
struggled with going back to 
work rather than staying home 
cbasing after babies. I felt I was 
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"wasting myself" and that sure
ly there must be something more 
fulfilling than this. I knew it was 
my husband's desire and God's 
desire that I stay home with my 
children. and I even reminded 
myself that my children were 
gifts from God by putting Psalm 
127:3 on my refrigerator. I did all 
the right things with my kids. 
but God was after me to do it 
with the right attitude. 

As I read the sentence. "His 
answer came very distinctly: 
'Never take your children for 
granted,' " I knew the Lord was 
speaking directly to me! I 
started sobbing and repenting of 
my attitude toward my children. 
As I was being cleansed. the 
Lord told me how much He loved 
me and that He was my Father. 
Thank you, Cindy Miller, for 
sharing your experience. 

Marjorie Hotelling 
Union Springs, NY 

Revival /8 a Respon8e 
Ken Sumrall's article "Reviv· 

al in the 1980' s" (May) is a time
ly reminder to those of us who 
may be getting discouraged or 
tired of hearing about the great 
revival "just around the corner." 
We need to remember that our 
job is repentance and God's job 
is revival. If we will do our job. 
God will do His. Revival is God's 
response to a humble, penitent 
people. 

William Dieterich 
Euless, TX 

Amazing Grace 
The Lord has been dealing 

with me about waiting on Him to 
fulfil His word and being willing 
to wholeheartedly trust Him to 
do it. That's His intention and I 
need to believe Him in it. "Grace 
for the Impossible" (April) really 
spoke to me on this. In a time of 
problems and drought, it has 
been wonderful to look forward 
to solid and consistent good news. 

Name Withheld 
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Watering the Desert 
After reading "A Hug From 

Sister Wilma" (May), I laughed 
for a solid minute, and what a 
refreshing, cleansing minute that 
was, because I had been going 
through a dry spell. My "desert" 
has indeed been wa tered by tears 
of joy. 

Jane Boyd 
Orlando, FL 

Closer to Jesus 
"Prayer Meeting in Progress" 

(April) by Bruce Longstreth has 
practically put me in orbit. Dur
ing the past year, Romans 8:34 
has become so rich in meaning to 
me as I've seen Jesus as my in
tercessor. Also, Larry Christen' 
son's "The Scapegoat" (April) 
with its abundance of spiritual 
insight-especially the cleansing 
depths of Jesus ' blood-makes 
our communion with Him even 
more powerful. Thanks a million. 

Faye Hunt 
Dayton,OH 

Rejecting Rejection 
Your November issue arrived 

three months late, yet "From Re
j ection to Acceptance" by Derek 
Prince was very timely for me. It 
provided a way for me to bear a 
trial that had really brought me 
down. Less than two months af
ter my marriage, my husband 
ahandoned me, but the Lord had 
already prepared me to deal with 
rejection because I had read your 
article. I gave my rejection to 
Jesus and His grace is sufficient. 
I was even able to share the in· 
sights of the article with a young 
adult class in my church, and I 
saw the touch of the Holy Spirit 
and many teary eyes there. 

Dolores Brigoli 
Abonitalla 
Cagayan de Oro, 
Philippines 

Please address all letters to 
"Dear New Wine, It P.O. Box Z, 
Mobile, AL 36616 

Did You 
Know? 

Did you know that "Dear 
New Wine" is your column? 

It 's your platform to ex· 
press your point of view 
about a New Wine article, to 
pose a question, or to disagree 
with a point we've made. 

If you'd like to respond to 
a specific article, to question 
a writer, or to share how God 
spoke to you or challenged 
you, this is your opportunity 
to do it. Send your letters to 
"Dear New Wine," P.O. Box 
Z, Mobile, Alabama 36616. 

"Dear New Wine" is your 
column, and we thought 
you'd like to know. IJ 

ATTENTION 
DOCTORS: 

Here's a unique op
portunity to enrich the 
lives of your patients I 
If New Wine has helped you grow 
spirituaUy, you can pass that 
blessing on to your patients, Just 
order a subscription of New Wine 
for your waiting rooml You can ex
tend the ministry of New Wine to 
many people who may not have 
had the chance to read it before, 
Your patients will appreciate it, 
", .. New Wine is nad more than 
any othel' material on OUI' shelues. " 

J, Pl'twiU 
Henry County Health Cent" 

New Caslk, Kentuclty 
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TIPS FOR FATHERS 

A key to finding God's will for our families 

'If Irs Not God, 
We Don't Want Ir 
BY DICK LEGGATT 

O ne of the toughest jobs 
we face as fathers is find· 
ing the exact path God 

wants Our family to take. It 's a 
difficult process because we often 
face closed doors, run into ob· 
stacles, and get tempted by de· 
tours along the way. But the 
whole family can pull together 
behind Dad if he makes one stan· 
dard a priority: If it's not God, 
we don't want it. 

The Lord made this truth real 
to my family a few summers back 
when we vacationed at a popular 
resort. Our excitement was at its 
peak as we checked in at the office 
and started the drive to our cabin. 
But the cabin, inste&d of being 
nestled in a secluded, wooded area 
as we had envisioned, was smack 
in the center of a parking lot. 
Once inside the cabin, we felt as if 
we were sardines packed into a 
can, stretching the concept of 
"togetherness" beyond its limits. 

My wife, Cindi, and I quickly 
exchanged glances. We both 
knew this was not the place 
where God wanted us to spend 
the week. I called the office, but 
found that there were ouly a few 
other cabins available- we could 
look if we liked, they sald. So we 
started exploring. 

Most of the other available 
si tes were in even worse settings 
than ours. Two other cabins 
seemed a bit more inviting by 
comparison. But when I called 
about them, the office informed 
me that one had been rented in 
the time it had taken us to drive 
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over to look at it, and the other 
had just been requested by a 
family who had not yet made its 
final decision. 

Our family was a glum group 
sitting there in that dinky cabin, 
and I confess I was the glum· 
mest of the bunch. I thought I 
had completely missed God. Af· 
ter a few moments, llald out the 
situation to the children: "Mom 
and I don't believe this cabin is 
what God has in mind for our 
vacation. Let's ask Him what He 
wants us to do. But if He doesn't 
open up something else here, 
we're going to get back in our car 
and go to another place, or just 
head home." 

As frazzled as we all were from 
the trip, the unexpected cabin 
search, and the disappointing op· 
tions facing us, I was amazed at 
the unanimous response: If stay· 
ing in this cabin wasn't what 
God wanted for us, we shouldn 't 
do it. 

After we prayed, I telephoned 
the office to check the situation, 
and the manager sald, "The oth· 
er family decided not to take the 
cabin you looked at. It's avail· 
able if you want it." 

As soon as the children heard 
me say, "I'll take it," they burst 
into cheers, happy that we 
wouldn't have to leave. The rest 
of the week turned out great. But 
even better was what God con· 
firmed in all of us through that 
experience: If it's not God, we 
don't want it. 

Sometimes expediency or con· 

, 

venience tempts us to settle for 
less than what God has in mind, 
accepting what may even seem 
good instead of pushing ahead to 
His best. I've found that if Ire· 
member to stop, look, and listen 
before moving, God will show me 
His plans. 
1. Stop. Resist the momentum 
that could cause a hasty decision. 
2. Look. Take a few moments to 
look at the situation from God's 
perspective. Is the obvious choice 
God's choice? 
3. ListeTL Gather the family to
gether, commit the situation to 
the Lord, and listen for His 
plans. 
4. Move. Once we're convinced of 
God's direction, we can move 
ahead with confidence on the 
path He is opening up. 

Our attitude as fathers needs 
to be the same as Joshua's: "As 
for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord" (Josh. 24:15 
N AS). That can be loosely trans· 
lated: " If it's not God, we don't 
want it." When we push through 
to God's best, not only will our 
farnilies be blessed, but most 
important of all, God will be 
pleased. 0 

Dick L<gga/~ a fo~ 
mer editor of New 
Wine, lives in Eas t 
Lansing, Michigan, 
with his wife, Cirtd~ 
a.nd th e ir fo ur 
child~n.. 
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you .....,. be .. _ted 10 I'ol"",.. ,ram. • moatbly Qew.~_ tJ .. " 
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their famlUe.. To lobaerIbe. 8M ..... 

en_ c:ard or oend 19.96 CapedoI 
prico) to Folh#rrI""'" P.O. Bas Z, 
Mobile. AL 96816. 
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I Believe in the Holy Spirit, Who Proceeds From the Father and 
the Son to Establish Heaven's Kingdom on the Earth. 

I. Matthew and Luke: The Spirit and the Me88lah 
A. Incarnation ............................. Lk. 1:29·38 ...... . . . .... July 1 
B. Baptism ....... . .. . ............. . ...... Lk. 3:1·22 . . . . .... July 2 
C. Warfare ....... ... ..... . .. . . . . ... ....... Mt. 12:22·37 ..... .. ..... July 3 
D. Prophecy ...... . ..... . .............. . ... Mt. 22:34·46 ............ July 4 
E. Teaching . . ... ..... ... .. ... . ............ Lk. 12:1·12 ..... . .. . .. .. July 5 

II. John: The Spirit of Truth 
A. Gives new birth ... . .. .................. In. 3:1·36 .... . ..... . ... July 6 
B. Gives life . . . . . . .. ... ... ........ . ........ In. 6:1·71 ... . .......... July 7 
C. Quenches thirst ..... ... ... . . . ... . ... .... In. 7:1·53 .. . .. .. ....... July 8 
D. Provides an abiding place ................. In. 14:1·31 . .. . . . .... . .. July 9 
E. Gives testimony .. .. ... ....... . ... .. . . . .. In. 15:1·27 . . ........... July 10 
F. Brings conviction of sin ........ . ... . ...... In.16:1·33 .. . . .. .. July 11 
G. Comes to believers by faith ....... .. ... . .. . In. 20:19·31 ... ... . ... .. July 12 

III . Acta: The Spirit·Filled Church 
A. Receives power ...... . ............ . ...... Acts 1:1-2:47 ... . . ... . . July 13 
B. Power to heal ........................... Acts 3:1·26 . . . . . . . ... July 14 
C. Power to speak .............. . .. .. . ... . . . Acts 4:1·37 ........... . . July 15 

IV. Paul: The Spirit and the Process of SalvatioD 
A. The gospel ............................. Rom. 1:1·17 ... . . ....... July 16 
B. Circumcision of heart ..................... Rom. 2:17·29 . .......... July 17 
C. Hope and love .. .. . ........ . .. . . . ........ Rom. 5:1·11 ......... July 18 
D. Service .... . . . ...... . . . ..... . ... Rom. 7:1 ·6 ............. July 19 
E . New life . ... . . ..... .... .. .. ... .. .. .. .... Rom. 8:1·17 . . ..... . .... July 20 
F. Future glory . . .. ............ Rom. 8:18·27 ........... July 21 
G. Inseparable love . . . . . . ..... ..... ... ... Rom. 8:28·39 .... . ... ... July 22 
H. The kingdom of heaven .... . .. . . .. . ....... Rom. 14:1·18 . . .. .. July 23 
I. Sanctification .............. . ........ .... Rom. 15:1-16; 2 Th. 2:13 .. July 24 
J . Functioning body ............. . .......... 1 Cor. 12:1·31 ..... . . . ... July 25 
K. Walk offaith .................. . ......... Gal. 3:1·14 .. . .. . ....... July 26 
L. Victorious living . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gal. 5:13·26 . . . ...... July 27 

V. Peter: The Spirit of Prophecy ................ 1 Pet. 1:1·21; 2 Pet. 1:21 .. July 28 

VI. 1 John: The Spirit of Error and Truth .......... 1 In. 4:1 ·21 ............. July 29 
VII. RevelatioD: The Spirit Judges the Church 

A. Ephesus. Smyrna. Pergamum. Thyatira ..... Rev. 2:1·29 ........... . . July 30 
B. Sardis. Philadelphia. Laodicea ............. Rev. 3:1·22 ..... . .. . .... July 31 

A mODthly Bihle study by Bruce LoDgstreth 



NEW WIN 

A NEW PRAISE AND WORSHIP 
DESIGNED TO BRING YOU INTO 

"Christian music must not only be anointed but also express 
what God is saying to His people. I believe HOSANNA! music 
tapes will bring a rich harvest of individual and corporate 
praise and worship. You can trust the impartation you will 
receive from this program." 

-Charles Simpson 

"Praise and worship are the highest callings of a believer. 
Music can either help or hinder you from entering God's pres· 
ence. I believe that the music in this tape ministry will help 
you fulfil your calling and draw you into His presence." 

- Bob Mumford 

EVERY NEW WINE READER WILL 
BE BLESSED BY THIS NEW 

PRAISE & WORSHIP TAPE MINISTRY 

HOSANNA! is a new bi
monthly cassette tape 
program that exclusively 
features praise and wor
ship music. It is a min
istry produced by New 
Wine and the teachers 
you've come to know 
and trust. Every other 

month you'll receive a 
new cassette featuring 
anointed songs from 
singers and musicians 
who have proven music 
ministries. These songs 
will enhance your per
sonal devotions and your 
family worship. You'll 

be drawn into singing 
along with songs you 
know, and learning new 
ones you don't know. 
HOSANNA! is a treasury 
of music that you can de
pend on to help you 
praise and worship the 
Lord day after day. 



.NTRODUCES 

MUSIC TAPE PROGRAM 
THE PRESENCE OF GOD! 

• A FOUNDATION FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
More than 200 scriptures specifically command uS to sing unto the Lord. In 
the Bible, worship is closely connected with spiritual warfare, deliverance, 
prophecy, healing, and revival. Praise and worship bring you into the realm 
of God's provision. 

• HELP FOR DAILY PRAISE & WORSHIP 
Music can affect your ability to keep God's perspective as you go about your 
day. Try listening to HOSANNA! tapes and see how this new ministry can 
make a difference in your daily li fe . The cassette format is a convenient way 
to listen as you drive to and from your job, as you work around your home, 
or while you engage in other activities. 

• FRESH, ANOINTED MUSIC 
Every other month, HOSANNA! brings you Spirit-inspired music that will 
enrich your praise and worship. The songs we include on each tape have 
been proven to be effective in leading Christians into God's presence. 

• QUALITY RECORDINGS 
Each HOSANNA! tape brings you professionally produced songs recorded 
in stereo On high-quality cassettes. You will appreciate the variety of music 
styles that are included. 

• JOIN HOSANNA! TODAY 
Send no money. Simply fill out and mail one of the postpaid HOSANNA! 
response cards in this issue of New Wine or use the order form on page 19. 
You'll pay $7.95 !postage and handling includedl for each tape as you 
receive it. If you're not completely satisfied, you may return the tape not 
paid for and cancel your membership at any time. Please allow 6-8 weeks 
for delivery of your first tape. Join HOSANNA! today! 

SEND NO MONEY ... 
ORDER ON PAGE 19 

. . . OR USE TH E CONVEN IENT REPLY CARD. 

THE STORY 
BEHIND HOSANNAI 

Over Ihe years, New Wine has reo 
ceived many requ ests (or a music 
tape ministry . Praise and worship 
rank very high as topics of vital con· 
cern to our readers . So we've decid· 
ed to introduce this tape program as 
an extension of New Wine's teach. 
ing ministry, 

We believe the HOSANNA! tape 
program represents the best praise 
and worship music available today. 
We' re carefully searching for songs 
from around the world and select ing 
only those that we believe reflect the 
current move of the Holy Spirit. Our 
objective is to make HOSANNA! af
fordable to as Illany people as pos
sible, so we've set th e prke {or each 
cassette below the normal retail cost 
for music tapes, II 'S our desire that 
as you sing along with Ihc~ tapes, 
you'll be drawn into the presence of 
the Lord, Because your personal 
relationship wi th the Lord is of the 
utmost importance, these tapes can 
be a tremendous benefit to you. 

Without praise and worship many 
Christians miss the joy of the Lord's 
presence, We want to help God's 
people become what He desires most 
of all - worshipers in spirit and truth , 
We hope HOSANNA! will be a rich 
sourcc of musical inspiration that 
will help you enter more (ully into 
praise IlIld worship . 
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Some years ago we held a 
baptismal service in the 
church J pastored. Sixteen 

people were scheduled to be bap
tized, but in the midst of the 
service, twenty-two others spon
taneously came forward. We 
were having a marvelous time 
when suddenly the Lord spoke to 
me, '" have felt through the 
leaves looking for fruit, and , 
have found none." 

At first' didn't understand. 1 
had always seen fruit as people 
being saved. Here people were 
getting saved right and left but 
the Lord said He didn't see any 
fruit. Eventually I realized that 
what God was saying was not all 
that complicated. He was looking 
not only for converts but also for 
people who would be faithful to 
keep the content of His covenant, 
that is, His law. 

When Jesus came into my life, 
I became a covenant person. I 
took the bread and the cup in my 
hand, and I yielded my life to His 
lordship. Then He started search· 
ing for something in my life, just 
as He looks for it in all our lives. 

God expects a kind of cove
nant fruit, that is, the keeping of 
His law, among His people. 
When He doesn't find it, He re
moves His protection and His 
presence from us, and we are ex
posed to the world. It is then we 
so easily stray off the course of 
our Christian walk. But in His 
grace, God has also demonstrat
ed His willingness to restore His 
protection and presence if we will 
only keep His covenant. This is 
the message of Jesus in John 
chapter 15: 

"I am the vine, you are the 
branches; he who abides in Me, 
and I in him, he bears mu~h 
fruit; for apart from Me you 
can do nothing. If anyone does 
not abide in Me, he is thrown 
away as a branch, and dries up; 
and they gather them, and cast 
them into the fire, and they are 
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burned. If you abide in Me, and 
My words [laws] abide in you, 
ask whatever you wish, and it 
shall be done for you. By this is 
My Father glorified, that you 
bear much fruit, and so prove 
to be My disciples" Ivv. 5-8 
NAS). 

God'. Vineyard 
The prophet Isaiah also spoke 

of a vineyard that the Lord ex
pected to produce good fruit. God 
planted it in the earth and gave it 
the best of care and cultivation. 
When it failed to bear good fruit, 
He announced through the proph
et His intentions: 

"And now, 0 inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and men of Judah, 
judge between Me and My 
vineyard. What more was 
there to do for My vineyard 
that I bave not done in it? 
Why, when I expected it to 
produce good grapes did it 
produce worthless ones? So 
now let Me tell you what I am 
going to do to My vineyard: I 
will remove its hedge and it 
will be consumed; I will break 
down its wall and it will be
come trampled ground And I 
will lay it waste; it will not be 
pruned or hoed, but briars and 
thorns will come up. I will also 
cbarge the clouds to rain no 
rain on it." For the vineyard of 
the Lord of hosts is the bouse 
of Israel, and the men of Ju
dah His delightful plant. Thus 
He looked for justice, bu t be. 
hold, bloodshed; for righteous
ness, but behold, a cry of 
distress (Is. 5:3-7 NAS, italics 
mine). 

The hedge God placed around 
the Israelites set them apart as a 
peculiar people. What made them 
unusual was their righteous re
sponse to life. They responded to 
both their God and each other 
differently than the heathen. 
They treated their children, their 

finances, and their property dif
ferently. Their uruque and righ· 
teous response to life was the 
hedge about them. They were a 
people set apart and protected by 
God. 

But when they did not pro
duce fruit, when they failed to 
respond righteously, their protec
tive hedge was trampled. I would 
like to suggest the hedge was 
first trampled from within by 
people trying to get out. "We 
don't want to be bound by the 
law of God!" they said. "We'll 
conduct ourselves as we 'feel 
led '1" Many of us know some 
who bave been so " led by the 
Spirit" that they have even left 
their wife or husband to find a 
new one. 

But the Lord said, "Why do 
you want to trample the hedge? 
The thing that makes you a 
peculiar people is the covenant 
law I gave you. If you would only 
realize how valuable it is, you 
would never kick against it." But 
the restrictions of God's law were 
not something they would toler
ate, so they rebelled and trampled 
the hedge from the inside. And 
God responded, "That's all right. 
I will remove the hedge from the 
outside so that it no longer 
bothers you." He took the hedge 
away and the world came in. 

It is an interesting scriptural 
phenomenon that up to a certain 
point in Israel's history, the Lord 
was known as "the God of heav
en and earth." During Israel's 
captivity, He became known as 
"the God of heaven." This 
change in identification suggests 
that He gathered His presence 
and protection, withdrew into 
the heavens, and watched from 
above. The destruction that fol
lowed has seldom been equaled. 
Through the centuries nation 
after nation swept over Israel. 
Finally Titus, a Roman general, 
stood and wept at the walls of 
Jerusalem in A.D. 70, and as he 
viewed the awful destruction of 
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the people, said, "God, I want to 
bring You to record this day. I 
did not do that." 

Ark of the Covenant 
Another picture in the Old Tes

tament that helps us understand 
what happened to Israel is the 
ark of the covenant. The tableta 
of the Law rested in the ark along 
with the manna and Aaron's rod 
that budded. These three articles 
represent the New Testament 
reality of Christ the lawgiver, 
Christ the bread of life, and the 
authority of Christ the Lord. 

The tablets containing the 
commandments were in the ark, 
and the Skekinah glory rested on 
the mercy seat on top of it. The 
law of God dwelt in the ark. and 
the presence of God rested on it. 
That suggests that God's glory 
always rests on His Word. When 
Israel rejected the Law, God's 
presence departed until a new 
ark of the covenant-J esus
came (see John 1:14). In Him 
dwells the Law, as well as bread 
and authority. Jesus said, "I 
didn't come to do away with the 
Law, in fact, my whole life's pur
pose is to walk out the contant of 
the covenant. I come to do Thy 
will, 0 God" (see Matthew 
5:17-19 and Hebrews 10:7). 

The Holy Spirit- the Sheki
nab glory-rests on Jesus with
out measure because the Law, 
which is the contant of the cove
nant, is within Him- Old Testa
ment and New Testament. God 
wants to write His laws on the 
tablets of our hearts as well so 
that as the Law dwells within us, 
His glory will rest upon His 
Church. 

When God's glory departed 
from the ark, religious activity 
continued but the divine pres
ence was gone. The same thing 
has happened throughout the 
history of the Church. And, oh, 
how I long for the glory to 
return I 

"We don't want this bondage'" 
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God took His protective 
hedge away from Israel 
and the world came in. 

shouts the Church. And there is a 
mass exit from within the con
fines of God's hedge. Today there 
is little difference between the 
Church and the world. Emerging 
Trends reports from its surveys: 

Little difference is found in the 
ethical views and behavior of 
those who go to church and 
those who don't when it comes 
to lying, cheating, pilferage 

and non-reporting of theft.' 

God's hedge is trampled from 
within and removed from with
out, and we live today in an anti
nomian, or lawless, society that 
rejecta God's law. Most Chris
tians believe they don't need the 
Law- that it is no longer appli
cable. However, Jesus came to 
fulfil the Law. And the Holy 
Spirit has come to enable us to 
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fulfil it: 

There is therefore now no con
demnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. For the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus has set you free from the 
law of sin and of death. For 
what the Law could not do, 
weak as it was through the 
flesh, God did: sending His 
own Son in the likeness of sin
ful flesh and as an offering for 
sin, He condemned sin in the 
flesh, in order that the req uire
ment of the Law might be ful
filled in us, who do not walk 
according to the flesh, but ac
cording to the Spirit (Rom. 
8:1-4 NAS, italics mine). 

Jesus is the only man who 
lived a sinless life, and that 
sinless life has been deposited to 
our account. If we have the Spirit 
of Christ, we must have a love for 
His law. We may fail in trying to 
be faithful to it, and when we do, 
there is no condemnation. But in 
our heart, we should be able to 
say, "I love Thy law, a Lord." 

Changing Direction 
How are we going to get the 

Church once again to move in the 
direction of God's law? If we 
were moving toward God's law, 
even if we fell flat on our faces, at 
least we'd be pointing the right 
direction. But right now we're 
going the opposite way. How do 
we get a society that is immersed 
in an antilaw mentality to agree 
with the Apostle Paul, as he said 
in Romans chapter 7, that the 
Law is "holy and righteous and 
good," that "the Law is spiritual," 
and that we should "joyfully con· 
cur with the law of God in the in
ner man" Ivv. 12, 14, 22 NAS)? 

We need a prophet like Hosea 
to call us back to God's purpose. 
I used to visualize a prophet as a 
man wearing a leather girdle 
with a locust leg hanging out of 
his mouth. Wild-eyed and eceen-
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tric, he arrives on the scene and 
rebukes everyone. But as I have 
studied the biblical prophets I 
have seen that their role was real
ly to reinstitute the content of 
the original covenant that God 
made. Israel continually drifted 
from the original covenant, and 
the prophets' job was to call the 
people back to obedience and 
faithfulness. 

In Hosea 4:1 the prophet says: 

Listen to the word of the Lord, 
a sons of Israel, for the Lord 
has a case against the inhabit
ants of the land, because there 
is no faithfulness Itruth) or 
kindness Iloyalty) or knowl
edge of God in the land (NAS). 

What Israel lacked was loyal
ty and faithfulness to the Law. 
Hosea, acting as God's lawyer, 
calls the nation of Israel to court. 
Israel is the accused and Jehovah 
is the accuser, charging it with 
unfaithfulness and disloyalty. The 
specific violations are found in 
verse 2: "There is swearing, de
ception. murder, stealing, and 
adultery" INAS). Here God's 
covenant, as expressed in the 
Law, is clearly violated. 

However, it's not always easy 
to get people to admit their guilt. 
When a police officer tells us, 
"My radar indicates you were do
ing seventy miles an hour in a 
fifty-five zone," our first re
sponse is, "Well, there must be 
something wrong with your 
radar. " 

But a violation is a violation 
and the penalty for wilful viola· 
tion of the covenant is inevitable. 
The effects of our disobedience 
eventually come back around like 
a boomerang and hit us in the 
back of the head. If I say, "Well, 
I've broken the Law, and I've 
gotten away with it," the proph
et says, "No, you haven't gotten 
away with it. The result just 
hasn't hit you in the back of the 
head yet." 

I've watched the Lord collect 
Sabbaths from people. I heard a 
man say, "I'm too busy to take a 
Sabbath." Later.be had a heart 
attack and was forced to stay in 
the hospital for six months of 
rest. Some theologians say that 
the seventy years the Israelites 
spent in captivity represented 
precisely the number of Sab
baths they owed God. 

Back to the Wilderness 
What is the answer for the pe0-

ple who have been found guilty of 
violating the covenant? I think it 
is found in Hosea 2:14-15. 

"Therefore, behold, I will al
lure her, bring her into the wil
derness, and speak kindly to 
her. Then I will give her her 
vineyards from there, and the 
valley of Achor as a door of 
hope. And she will sing there 
as in the days of her youth, as 
in the day when she carne up 
from the land of Egypt" 
INAS). 

It's what I would call "anoth
er trip around the mountain." 
I'm in the land, and I don't fulfil 
the content of the covenant. The 
presence of God lifts from me. 
And He says, "I'd like to see you 
take another journey through the 
wilderness to this nice little place 
called Achor." Achor means 
"weeping" or Htrouble." In this 
place of tears I suddenly find a 
new sense of my 'need for God. 

This passage also helps us to 
understand why God deals with 
some people the way He does. It 
helps us to see w\ly some people 
go through certain financial 
crises or physical problems or 
some spiritual wilderness until 
God has written His law on their 
hearts. If we fail to learn our 
lesson, God says, "I 'Il take you 
through it again." 

How many of us have failed 
the third grade eight times? I've 
said, "Lord, I don't mind trials. I 
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./oIe.ph Co.rlill,/QII: "Qualified" 

Next Month 
in New Wine: 

Freedom 
From Guilt 

Joseph Garlington says we 
can spend the rest of our 
lives preparing to do the 
Lord's work when in fact He 
has already qualified us for 
His service. 

Bob Mumford explains that 
Pharaoh was a hard tssk· 
master who unknowingly 
drove Israel toward God. In 
the same way. God uses our 
"internal pharaohs" to C8U8e 

us to seek Him. 

Don Basham reveals Satan's 
campaign to preoccupy us 
with guilt. Causing us to 
doubt our salvation, he con
tinually robs us of the joy 
and confidence the Lord has 
promised. 

Plus the touching tsstimony 
of how God healed a woman 
from the guilt she carried for 
ten years after ha ving an 
abortion. 

All in the August New Wine 

just don't want the same one 
over and over. ,. 

God says, "I've been trying to 
writs something on the tablets of 
your heart: 'Thou shalt not covet!' 
But you haven't learned it the 
first three times through." 

"What is it you want me to 
learn?" I ask. 

I'Thou shalt not covet/" 
"It is written," I finally re

spond. "I don't want anyone's 
car. I don't want anyone's wife. I 
don't want anyone's ministry. I 
don't want anyone's checkbook. 
I don't want what anyone has. I 
want to be a whole person. I want 
to live free from covetousness." I 
don't know how many trips it 
takes but I thank God He doesn't 
let up on us until His law is writ
ten on our hearts. 

Repent and Return 
The amazing thing to me is 

that with all of Israel's un
faithfulness, God was faithful to 
call His people back to the con
tent of the covenant. 

Return, 0 Israel, to the Lord 
your God, for you have stum
bled because of your iniquity. 
Take words with you and 
return to the Lord. Say to 
Him. "Take away all iniquity, 
and receive us graciously, that 
we may present the fruit of 
our lips" (Hos. 14:1-2 NAS). 

What words do we take to the 
Lord? We need to say, as King 
David, who had himself deliber
ately sinned and broken God's 
covenant. "Create in me a clean 
heart, 0 God, and renew a stead
fast spirit within me" (Ps. 51:10 
NAS). 

When we repent and return to 
God, His promises become ours 
once more. Hosea goes on to say: 

I will heal their apostssy, I will 
love them freely. for My anger 
has turned away from them. I 
will be like the dew to Israel; he 

will blossom like the lily, and 
he will take root like the cedars 
of Lebanon (Hos. 14:4-5 NAS). 

If I could stsnd on the Empire 
Stste Building and shout some
thing to this country. I think it 
would be, "Hear, 0 America, 
God has blessed and prospered 
you and girded you around with 
a hedge for some three hundred 
years. But you have been un· 
faithful to His covenant and 
judgment is coming." 

Now I know the kingdom of 
God and America are not syn
onymous. But our nation was 
founded on covenantsl promises, 
and we have departed from those 
covenants. Ruth Graham says, 
" If God doesn't judge America, 
He's going to have to resurrect 
Sodom and Gomorrah and apolo
gize to them. " 

I would say, "Lord. have mercy 
on us. Cause us to return to You. 
Purge us from our iniquity." I 
believe that as a people we need 
to tske the cup and the bread and 
make a new commitment to the 
Lord. We must refrain from 
trampling God's hedge of protec
tion. If by the Spirit of God we 
will walk faithfully in the content 
of the covenant, His glory, His 
grace, His joy, and His provision 
will once more rest upon us. D 

Footnote 
I Emerging Trends, Princeton ReUgion 

Research Center, Vol. 7. No.2 (Princeton: 
19851. p. 5. 

Bob Mumford has 
serued Il! dean of 
Elim Blble institute 
in Lima, New York, 
and as a pastor, 
evangelist, and sem
inar teacher. Bob, 
who travels widely 
in ministry to Chris
tian s of ail back
grounds. has also 

written a number of books about the Chris· 
tian li,fe. He is a member of the Integrity 
Commullications Board of Directors and 
resides in Mobile, A14bama, with his wife, 
Judy. They have four children, Beth, 
K eren, Bem ard, and E ric. 
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Scripture says, "A little leaven leavens the whole lump." 
The choice is ours: We can be the leaven of unrighteousness or 

The Leaven of the Kingdom 
BY ERN BAXTER 

I returned a few years ago to 
a city where I had once pas· 
tored to officiate at the fu· 

neral of an old friend. I had been 
away for a long while. so many 
people wanted to greet me. After 
the service. as I embraced one 
friend. I noticed a young couple 
that had not spoken to me mov· 
ing away from the scene. I asked 
my friend. "How are they?" 

"Not too well." he said. "After 
you left the city they were bitter. 

NEW WINE 

Their parents served them roasted 
Baxter for breakfast. lunch. and 
dinner every day until they be
came so bitter against both you 
and the church that they turned 
their backs on Christianity. " 

Whether their parents had 
right reasons for roasting me 
three times daily is beside the 
point. The point is. they infected 
those young people with hatred. 
which eventually turned them 
against God. 

Our words. our actions. and 
our lives are all like leaven. or 
yeast. which cannot remain inac· 
tive and isolated-it permeates 
every part of the substance in 
which it is put. Those parents let 
the yeast of hatred work in their 
children until it destroyed them 
spiritually. We can be like those 
parents. or we can be the leaven 
of righteousness- the choice is 
ours. 

In the Scriptures. Paul ad· 
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dresses two churches that were 
infected with bad leaven, and 
gives us keys for ridding our
selves of it. Jesus, on the other 
hand, shows us a picture of good 
leaven and the potential it has
the potential we have for accom
plishing His purposes on the 
earth. 

Gifts and Sin 
Looking first at how we can 

clean out the bad leaven, we turn 
to the Corinthians. One New Tes
tament scholar bluntly said there 
are two things for which the Co
rinthian church is noted: spiri
tual gifts and sin. 

If someone asks about spiri
tual gifts, we read to them from 
Paul's first letter to the Corin
thians. If someone asks, "What is 
carnality?" we turn to the same 
book. Is it possible that a church 
could be so spiritually gifted and 
so sinful at the same time? Yes, 
because a little leaven- the sin of 
carnality- worked slowly but 
steadily on the Corinthians until 
it permeated the entire communi
ty. Yet they never saw what was 
happening; they judged their spir
itual condition by their gifts, not 
by their sin. 

The Corinthian condition is 
still at work in many churches to
day. Thousands of people believe 
that just because they are charis
matic, that is, endowed with spiri
tual gifts, they are automatically 
sanctified. But one doesn't neces
sarily follow the other. Charis
matic gifts are just that-gifts 
from God. We cannot earn them. 
The issue is how we use them and 
how we grow in them. 

A child who doesn 't grow up 
becomes arrogant, self-centered, 
and irresponsible. A carnal Chris
tian is one who is born again, but 
who hasn't grown up behavioral
ly. The Corinthians never grew in 
the use of the gifts that God had 
given them. "Grace is cheap," 
they said. "We like it because we 
can do wbat we want. " 
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It was Paul who had brought 
the gospel to Corinth, and for a 
time the people saw him as their 
spiritual father. But when he 
tried to warn them about their 
true spiritual condition, they 
turned on him. Their arrogance 
against apostolic authority came 
out of a misunderstanding of 
Paul's teaching on the grace of 
God. They thought he was say
ing that God saved them so that 
they could do what they wanted. 

Corinthian 
leaven 

The leaven of 
carnality 
permeated the 
Corinthian 
community. 

What he taught was that it was 
God's predestined purpose for 
them- and for us- to be con
formed to the image of His Son. 
God didn't save us by grace so 
that we could develop in dis
grace. He saved us by grace so 
that it could touch every area of 
our lives until we become walk
ing mamfestations of His beauty. 

A Corrupt Congregation 
The leaven continued to work in 

the Corinthians' lives. Once it 
produced an arrogance against 
apostolic authority, the next re
sult was corruption in the mem
bership. Paul admonishes them: 

In spite of all your spiritual 
gifts-five people prophesy at 
the same time while twenty
seven are all talking in tongues
everyone knows there 's fornica
tion and illicit sexual activity 
among you. There is even a man 
living with his stepmother! 
Even worse is your attitude
puffed up and arrogant. "How 
can it be wrong?" you say. "Did 
you hear those prophecies this 
morning? Did you ever hear a 
congregation talk in tongues 
like this one does'I" (1 Cor. 
5:1-2, free translation). 

Paul never suggests for a mo
ment that their spiritual gifts are 
not valid, Instead, what he says is, 
"Your gifts are genuine, but you 
are rotten." 

When he warns them to take 
action, he metaphorically speaks 
of leaven, "Your boasting is not 
good. Do you not know that a lit
tle leaven leavens the whole lump 
of dough?" (v. 6 NAS). He knew 
that if the leaven of carnal boast
ing and permissiveness was not 
stopped, it would ultimately con
taminate everything it touched. 

Correcting Carnali ty 
How do we deal with the prob

lem? I would suggest the key to 
correcting carnality is found in 
three steps. First, we must re
verse our conduct. Paul says, 
"Clean out the old leaven, that 
you may be a new lump" (v. 7 
NAS). We cannot harbor the old 
leaven, because by its very na
ture it will not stay dormant. 
Just as yeast permeates an entire 
lump of dough, the old leaven in 
our lives will color our entire per
sonality. The only way to get rid 
of it is to repent and change our 
ways. It is never too late to do 
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this. It might be extremely diffi· 
cult and cause us pain, hut God 
offers us the constant opportuni· 
ty to reverse our conduct, 

The second step of correction 
is to reln.te to Christ, the Pass· 
over Lamb sacrificed for us Isee 
verse 7), It is not self·effort that 
gets rid of bad leaven, It is the 
fact that at the cross, Jesus 
Christ took our unrighteousness 
and sin and vicariously bore 
them away. Sin has no legal 
claim to any part of us- not our 
personality, our family, our busi· 
ness; not our thinking or our ac· 
tivities; not our church or city or 
nation. By His death on the cross 
Jesus Christ legally outlawed un· 
righteousness forever. He 
trampled sin under His feet. He 
ground the skull of Satan under 
His holy heel and said, "You're 
finished forever." 

The third step of correction is 
to restructure our convictions. 
Too many gospels being preached 
today leave room for a little sin. 
But the scripture says, "A little 
leaven leavens the whole lump." 
Jesus did not say, "I am going to 
take away all your major sins; 
some of these minor ones are 
okay." The minor ones can be
come major overnight. He dealt 
with all sin. 

H He hadn't- if He had left 
even one small sin-it would have 
pinned Him to death. He would 
have pulled and strained at death 
and said, "I'm supposed to rise. 
What's holding Me?" And a Holy 
God would have thundered from 
His throne, "You missed one little 
sin at Calvary." 

But in reality, Jesus didn't 
miss anything. He dealt with sin 
so completely and effectively 
that when the time came for Him 
to rise from the dead, sin, Satan, 
and unrighteousnes all stood 
judged and chained, helpless to 
impede Him. With holy glee, He 
laughed at them, and casting 
aside the fetters of death, He 
strode triumphantly into the 
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future to become the man on the 
throne of God destined to lead a 
new humanity into eternal life. 

In responding to the grace of 
God, we cannot harbor the slight· 
est violation of the divine desire 
for us. There is no place for con· 
tinuing in sin. If we do, it is at 
the risk of having it permeate our 
personality and the whole con· 
text of our lives. Many Chris· 
tians are so much less than they 
could be because they did not 

The leaven that 
permeated the 
Galatians was the 
sin of legalism. 

deal with certain sinful leaven 
years ago, leaven that has con· 
tinued to pervade and paralyze 
them. 

Galatians and Grace 
The Corinthians had said, 

"Oh, I like that gospel of grace. 
You can do what you like." But 
.the Galatians had a different 
response to God' s offer of free 
grace. The leaven that permeated 
their ranks was not the sin of 

license but the sin of legalism. 
They looked at the Corinthians 
and said, "Your answer is too 
easy. There has to be a catch 
somewhere. No one gets some
thing for nothing. Sure, Paul told 
us to simply trust Jesus and free
ly receive the Holy Spirit and 
walk in His light. but we'd feel 
much better if we could depend 
on something more than the 
grace of God- just to make 
sure," 

When we fail to fully accept 
God's offer of free grace and sal· 
vation, when we feel that we 
must do something "extra" to 
ensure it, that is legalism. Then 
we are relying on our uworks" 
and not solely on Jesus' atoning 
work on the cross. Paul says if we 
are relying on grace, it must be 
one-hundred·percent grace. If it's 
works, it's one-hundred·percent 
works. The two cannot be mixed. 
Grace gives everything and al· 
though it demands a response, it 
requires nothing in payment. 
Works, on the other hand, de
mand to be paid for. If we believe 
anything we are doing is even· 
tually going to merit our sal· 
vation, then our salvation is 
payment for works, not a gift of 
grace. 

Paul is blunt in his statement 
to the Galatians: 

You foolish Galatians, who has 
bewitched you, before whose 
eyes Jesus Christ was publicly 
portrayed as crucified? ... Are 
you so foolish? Having begun 
by the Spirit, are you now be· 
ing perfected by the flesh? 
(Gal. 3:1, 3 NAS). 

The Galatian error was three
fold: a false view of Christ's 
atonement, a false view of the 
Holy Spirit, and a false view of 
themselves. 

False View of Christ 
Paul says, "If righteousness 

comes through the Law, then 
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Christ died needlessly" (Gal. 2:21 
N AS). If there is anything in us 
that could give us the right to get 
into heaven, then the Father did 
not need to send Jesus. Chris· 
tians who hold the Galatians ' 
view of grace and salvation will 
forever analyze their every move 
and motivation, desperately try
ing to measure up. 

When Peter walked on water, 
he was fine until he decided to 
analyze what he was doing-the 
analysis nearly killed him. Like 
Peter , for a while we may get 
along fine in our Christian walk 
because we're looking straight 
ahead and keeping our eyes on 
Jesus. But someone says, "Watch 
your walk, Brother. Watch your 
walk!" So we take our eyes off 
Him and look at our feet to 
analyze what 's going on-and we 
fall in a heap. Analyzing our walk 
and striving to add our own good 
works to it will not carry us 
across the finish line. Only God's 
redeeming grace will give us the 
victory. The Bible gives us the 
whole principle: 

Let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, fix· 
ing our eyes [not on ourselves 
and our good works, but) on 
Jesus, the author and perfect· 
er of faith. who for the joy set 
before Him endured the cross. 
despising the shame, and has 
sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God (Heb. 12:1·2 
NAS). 

False View of the Spirit 
The second Galatian error was 

a false view of the Holy Spirit. 
"This is the only thing I want to 
find out from you," Paul says. 
" Did you receive the Spirit by 
t he works of the Law, or by hear· 
ing with faith?" (Gal. 3:2 NAS). 
God didn't fill us with the Holy 
Spirit because we deserved it. He 
gave us the Holy Spirit as a free 
gift to enable us to walk in the 
same kind of victory our Lord 
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Jesus Christ walked in. Such a 
victory requires utter depen
dence on the Holy Spiri t. 

We cannot fulfil the lusts of 
the flesh while walking in the 
Spirit, because we cannot be in 
two places at the same time. 
Many people believe we must 
fight the flesh. But we don't have 
to- it is already dead in Christ's 
crOss. We are simply to walk in 
the Spirit, "speaking to one 
another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody ... to the Lord" 
(Eph. 6:19 NAS). Then we won't 
have to worry about fulfilling the 
works of the flesh. 

False View of Self 
The third Galatian error was 

the false view they held of them
selves, Take it from one who 
knows, we're never going to be a 
success in ourselves! Our disap
pointment with our failures real
ly says we are still expecting 
something from ourselves. "Oh, I 
did it again," we say. Sure, we 
did it again. We will do it again 
and again and again until we ac
knowledge that we are totally de
pendent on God's grace. Don't 
ever forget it. The moment I be
gin to think, I've been doing pret
ty welll4tely, so I'll try it on my 
own again, I'm on a road to fail
ure and defeat. 

The solution to the Galatian 
error is the same as the solution 
to the Corinthian error: We must 
purge the old leaven. Galatians 
5:1 exhorts us to "keep standing 
firm and do not be subject again 
to a yoke of slavery" (NAS). We 
must get back to the liberty of the 
gospel. We must get back to 
Christ. We must accept once more 
the adequacy of His sacrifice. We 
must receive again the fulJness of 
His Spirit. We must acknowledge 
once more that we are descen
dants of Adam. In ourselves, we 
don't have the power to do any
thing, We are powerless, broken, 
and beaten! But Jesus raised us 

NEWW!NE 

and filled us with His Spirit! He 
set us on the path to victory. He 
is still the answer. We must keep 
our eyes on Him and go where He 
is heading and purge out that 
other leaven. 

When we have purged out the 
old leaven of carnality and re
turned to a walk in the Spiri t, 
when we have purged out the 
leaven of legalism and accepted 
the complete work of Christ on 
our behalf, we can go on to be
come the leaven in the Kingdom 
that God intends us to be. 

Kingdom leaven 
will work until the 
kingdoms of this 
world become the 
kingdoms of our 
God. 

The Good Leaven 
Finally, we need to see that 

the Scriptures offer not only nega
tive uses of leaven as a symbol
as we've seen in Paul's letters to 
the Corinthians and the Gala· 
tians- but also positive uses. 
Jesus gave us a marvelous par
able showing that leaven can also 
be good: "The kingdom of heaven 
is like leaven, which a woman 
took, and hid in three pecks of 
meal, until it was all leavened" 
(Mt. 13:33 NAS). 

This is the only passage in 

which the permeating qualities of 
leaven are mentioned without any 
negative connotations. Jesus de
clared that the kingdom of God, 
His gospel, and His redeemed 
subjects hav"e been sown in the 
dough of human society and that 
their leavening effect is at work. 
His leaven will permeate the 
whole. By its very nature the 
kingdom of God cannot be re
sisted forever. Eventually, the 
nations will fall prostrate at 
Jesus' feet and crown Him Lord 
of all. Kingdom leaven will work 
until the whole of creation is 
leavened, until the kingdoms of 
this world become the kingdoms 
of our God. The leaven will con· 
tinue working until the knowl
edge of the glory of the Lord 
shall cover the earth, as the 
waters cover the sea, and until 
the nations walk in the light of 
the redeemed community's radi
ated glory. 

On, a blessed leaven, on with 
your silent, secret, successful 
journey! On to Africa and India 
and South America. On through 
the western hemisphere, through 
the eastern hemisphere, through 
the islands of the sea. On, a 
'blessed leaven! Circulate through 
city government, county govern· 
ment, state government, national 
government, and international 
government. God speed you on 
your journey! Permeate the whole 
until all creation joins in praise to 
the triumphant grace of God and 
His Son, Jesus Christ, who sits 
forever upon His throne. Amen. 0 

Ern &v:ter, a long
time leader in the 
charismatic renew
a4 is a member of 
the Integrity Com
munications Board 
of Direcror8. He and 
his wife, Ruth, live 
in Son Diego, Cali
fornia. wile,., he is 

o..!----I inuolued with South 
Coast Chrism", FellrJwship. His time is 
div ided between working with the /ol/()w
ship and tra veling in minLJtr-y. 
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HOMESPUN 

Moving in faith, a young woman struggles with 

Dollars and Sense 
BY DIANA SCIMONE 

" I really like it," the woman 
standing in my doorway 
told me. "I'll think about 

it and call you in a few days. " 
I've heard that before, I 

thought as I closed the door be
hind her, at least a dooen times. 
Maybe I should just give up, I 
sighed. After all, I was trying to 
do something many people consid
er impossible: sell my Washing
ton, D.C., condominium without a 
real estate agent. 

It seemed so easy when I 
started. I was certain God was 
calling me to move to Mobile, 
Alabama, to join a church there, 
so I relied on Him to help me 
take care of all the loose ends
such as selling my condominium 
and saving me the percentage 
that usually goes to a realtor. 

I spent evenings and week
ends typing notices and tacking 
them on bulletin boards all over 
the neighborhood. I followed up 
every lead, and held an open 
house each weekend. I even took 
the advice of a friend and sim
mered a concoction of cider, cin
namon, and nutmeg on the stove 
to fill every room with a spicy 
scent. "They'll get a warm, cozy 
feeling about your place," she 
had told me. 

"Sure smells good in here," 
prospective buyers would say. 
"You must have baked some
thing yummy this morning." But 
it did nothing to generate a sale. 

The months dragged by and 
before long I had exhausted 
every lead-as well as my enthu
siasm for the project. I was anx
ious to begin a new chapter in my 
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life, but I couldn't do a thing un
til the condominium sold. I even 
toyed with the idea of packing up 
and turning the sale over to a 
realtor, but I dismissed it as il
logical. After all, I reasoned, 
doesn 't a home sell quicker when 
there's furniture in it? And what 
if·it didn't sell? I'd end up paying 
a mortgage on an empty condo
minium. What if it neuer sold 
and r had to fly back to Washing
ton to rent it out? And how 
would I keep an eye on tenants a 
thousand miles away? 

For the hundredth time, I tele
phoned John, who would be my 
pastor in the city I was moving 
to. "What am I doing wrong?" I 
asked him. 

There was a pause at the other 
end of the line while he weighed 
my receptivity to what he was 
a bout to say. "The condominium 
sale shouldn't determine your 
timetable, Diana. You already 
believe it's God's will for you to 
move. I think you ought to con
sider turning the sale over to a 
realtor. " 

There was an even longer 
pause as I absorbed what he had 
said. It confirmed what I knew 
deep inside: God was asking me 
to trust Him, even in something 
so seemingly illogical. The next 
day I called a realtor, and she 
came by that evening. She quick
ly gave me a stack of forms, then 
made herself comfortable on the 
couch and asked why I was 
moving. 

HEr, urn, uh .. . " I hedged. "I'm 
joining a new church." 

"And you're moving halfway 

across the country to do it?" She 
wasn't being sarcastic-just 
inquisitive. 

I smiled at her. "People move 
for jobs, for school, even for 
love- why not for God?" As I 
watched her reaction, I could tell 
something was going on inside. 

"What kind of church is it? 
And how do you know God 
wants you to join it?" she asked. 

I explained that r was a Chris
tian, and that I had been search
ing for a church where I could 
find good pastoral care. I had 
looked in Washington, and even 
though there were many good 
churches there, it became ob
vious God wanted me in Mobile, 
where my sister and her husband 
were living. 

We ended up talking for two 
hours as she explained that she 
hadn 't been to church in years, 
but felt as if she was "searching 
for something," aI though she 
didn't know what. Nothing dra
matic happened that night- not 
on the outside, at least-but I 
sensed God was doing something 
in her life. 

Finally, we got back to the 
condominium sale. I told her I 
wanted three days before signing 
the contract, just in case some
one called back. 

I had only a day to go when 
one of my cold prospects sudden
ly turned hot- so hot that within 
just three weeks we signed all the 
sales papers and I moved. 

I still don't know if God ar
ranged it that way so that I 
would take a step of faith and 
trust Him in something that 
didn't make a bit of sense to me, 
or if He just wanted me to share 
Him with someone else. Looking 
back, it was probably a combina
tion of both, because in His per
fect timing everything worked 
together for good. 0 

Diana Scimone is an editorial asSt,9tant for 
New Wine Magazine. 
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CALL 
TO 
God is . looking for a people who will 
offer up the incense of praise to His throne. 
BY TERRY LAW 

A week before the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan 
in 1979, our music teem, 

Living Sound, was in the Soviet 
Union. As we were on our way to 
a concert one evening, we drove 
through a blinding snowstorm, 
narrowly escaped an accident, 
and finally arrived at our hotel 
bone tired at eleven o'clock. One 
of the leaders of the underground 
immediately came up to us in the 
lobby. He had five hundred young 
musicians waiting for the group to 
perform, and they would not go 
home until it did. The team be
gan singing at one in the morn
ing and finished just before 
dawn. 

One person in the audience 
that night was a young woman 
who was the foremost composer 
of contemporary music in the So
viet Union. A member of the Su
preme Soviet, she was truly a 
professional in her field. After 
the performance, she said some
tGing significant to us: "I've 
heard music from all over the 
world, but I 've never heard 
music like I heard it tonight. I 
can tell by the way the chords 
flow and by the way you sing 
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that there is something there. It 
is spirit. And when you sing, I 
feel it here," she said, pointing to 
her heart. She didn't realize it, 
but she was responding to the 
Holy Spirit in the music. 

Music, which was created by 
God, has a tremendous ability to 
move us-either for good or for 
bad. God has specific intentions 
for music, but Satan has per
verted them. The devil is stirring 
up his forces to come against 
God and the Church. and he is us
ing music. the area of his special 
anointing, to do it. For us to win 
the battle, we must be prepared. 
That means learning tbe enemy's 
strategy, as well as listening to 
what God is saying about His 
counter-strategy. 

Fallen Angel 
To understand how Satan in

tends to accomplish his goals. we 
must first look at the origins of 
music. God created a race of 
beings called angels. and to lead 
them He created three archan
gels. Lucifer, an angel of praise. 
was one of them. Ezekiel 28:13 
describes Lucifer: "Tbe work
manship of thy tabrets and of 

thy pipes was prepared in thee in 
the day that thou wast created." 

The word tab ret is an Old 
English word for " tambourine," 
a percussion instrument. It in
dicates Lucifer had the ability to 
create rhythm and beat. The 
mention of pipes, or wind instru
ments, as opposed to a single 
wind instrument, means he was 
also able to make harmony and 
chords. And Isaiah tells us he 
had stringed instruments as well. 
"Thy pomp is brought down to 
the grave, and the noise of thy 
viols" (Is. 14:11). These instru
ments represent the total spec
trum of an orchestra, and Lucifer 
had all of them built right into 
himself from creation. 

God anointed Lucifer to be a 
master musician. As an arch
angel, he led all the other angels 
in worship, so he was the choir 
director of heaven's angels. Eze. 
kiel chapter 28 calIs him "the 
anointed cherub that covereth" 
(v. 14). I believe Lucifer was 
created to cover the glory of God 
with his music. 

If Lucifer was the master mu
sician of heaven, and if as an 
archangel that is what he was 
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created for, that tells us some
thing fundamental about music: 
God created it and ordained it to 
be used for worshiping Him. He 
did not create it for any secular 
purpose. It was created to cover 
the glory of God. That will al
ways be His purpose for music. 

Fall of Music 
God created Lucifer with a 

special anointing, but he got his 
eyes on his Own beauty_ The very 
being who was created for wor
ship perverted the reason for his 
own creation; he desired to be 
worshiped himself. Filled with 
pride, he said, "I will be like the 
most High" (Is. 14:14). As a 
result, he and a third of the 
angels of heaven were cast out of 
God 's presence. 

When Lucifer fell, music fell 
with him. He then turned a gift 
that was created for worshiping 
God into something earthly, sen
sual, and devilish. The same 
anointing is still on him, and 
with it he is creating a counter
culture against the cause of Al
mighty God. He has the powerful 
ability to create music. and he 
creates it for his worship. 

Today the occult is inextrica
bly intertwined with the secular 
music scene. The words in songs 
by many popular artists indicate 
that Satan is behind them; some 
openly talk about him as their 
leader. He is the one causing the 
craziness that happens to audi
ences as they sing and dance and 
raise their hands and worship 
their god. 

Music has the potential for 
stirring us for good or bad be
cause the spirit behind the music 
affects us. We don't realize it. 
but that spirit is reaching out 
and touching us. maki ng things 
happen that we don't under
stand. That's why when Living 
Sound sings in the Soviet Union, 
people, such as the composer I 
mentioned, are impacted by the 
Holy Spirit without knowing it. 
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Satan is getting nervous. He 
knows the end is near, and he is 
raising music to a frantic pitch. 
The warfare of the eighties is go
ing to be in the area of music as a 
battle rages for the souls of 
young people. If we want to re
main in the battle, we've got to 
find out where the enemy is ga
ing, so we know how to get there 
first. 

The Enemy'S Strategy 
Through a conversation with a 

good friend of mine, I began to 

The warfare of 
the eighties Is 
going to be In 
the area of 
music as a 
battle rages for 
the souls of 
young people. 

understand some of the enemy's 
strategy for this decade. I saw 
my friend a few years ago when 
he had just flown in from Califor
nia, and on the plane happened to 
sit next to the manager of tbe 
biggest rock-and-roll band in the 
world. When he related to me tbe 
conversation that they bad, I 
was shaken to the core. 

My friend told me first of all 
that be was shocked at the in
telligence of this man-he was a 
musical genius. He asked him 
what be thought was the future 
of rock and roll. This was his 
answer: 

"If you study rock music, 
you'll see it has gone through 
four phases, each one appealing 
to one side of the human per
sonality. In the late 1950's and 
early 1960's, we appealed almost 
entirely to sex. In the late 1960's 
and early 1970's, we moved 
young people into a new area of 
consciousn.ess in terms of their 
spirit. We got them involved in 
causes. It was then that drugs 
became a primary association 
with the rock culture. In the late 
1970's, we moved them into an 
addictive form of rock and roll 
called punk or new wave. The 
music was not really predicated 
on talent, but mainly we were 
trying to create an addiction to 
violence. " 

And then he explained the 
fourth phase. "We have discov
ered the best motivation that 
there is to buy a product- the 
best motivation in the world- is 
religiOUS commitment. No human 
being ever makes a deeper com
mitment than a religious commit
ment, so we have decided that in 
the 1980's we are going to have 
religious services in our concerts. 
We are going to pronounce our
selves as messiahs. We are going 
to make intimate acquaintances 
and covenants with Satan-to 
pray for the sick and pull people 
out of wheelchairs during our con
certs. We will be worshiped. " 

'!'wo years ago outside of 
Toronto, Canada, a rock group 
that I will not name held a con
cert attended hy more than a 
hundred thousand people. At the 
end of the concert, the group 
gave an altar call for people to 
make covenants with the devil, 
and hundreds responded. We are 
moving into the fourth phase 
that the man on the plane 
predicted. 

The devil can psychosomati
cally create healing hecause of 
his own power. What will hap
pen to young people if they see 
miracles in a rock concert but not 
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at church? If we don't show 
them the power of God, or bring 
to them music from heaven that 
takes them into the presence of 
God for healing and deliverance, 
where will they go? 

God'. Strategy 
As sobering as the picture of 

music today is, we should also 
know that God is doing some
thing to counteract this move
ment. I believe a wave of revival 
is coming in the area of praise 
and worship, Decause as I've lis
tened to prophetic ministries 
across this nation, everywhere 
people are saying, " God is doing 
something unique in praise and 
worship. " 

The Lord wants us on the 
front line preparing for battle. 
But first we have to understand 
His strategy, which we find when 
we compare the journey the 
priests made in the tabernacle on 
the Day of Atonement with the 
journey the Church has made 
since J esus established it. 

The Book of Exodus gives us a 
picture of the tabernacle with its 
three areas: the outer court, the 
holy place, and the holy of holies, 
each one separated by veils. On 
the Day of Atonement, when the 
high priest entered the taber
nacle, his purpose was to enter 
the holy of holies, where he would 
find the power and the presence 
of Almighty God. His journey 
began in the outer court, where 
there were two items of furniture: 
a huge brass altar and a brass 
laver bowl filled with water. 

Behind the first veil that led 
into the holy place was a table of 
twelve loaves of bread. On the 
table immediately across from it 
was a golden lamp stand with the 
seven branches to it. And right in 
front of the veil leading into the 
holy of holies was a golden altar 
of incense. 

When the high priest moved 
from the holy place into the holy 
of holies and the presence of the 

NEW WINE 

Shekinah glory, he had to come 
with two things: blood and in
cense. He could not come without 
them. 

The Same Journey 
The Church that Jesus estab

lished on earth has made much 
the same journey. It began in the 
sixteenth century when God 
raised up Martin Luther, giving 
him the revelation that the just 
shall live by faith. He preached 
tha t our righteousness comes 
from Jesus ' shed blood. As peo
ple began to understand that 
message, God took a dead Church 
and restored it on the hrass altar 
of sacrifice, where the blood was 
shed. 

Two hundred years later, the 
first Bibles were printed for the 
common man, and men, such as 
John and Charles Wesley, George 
Whitefield, and Charles Spurgeon, 
preached on the Word of God. The 
water of the Word cleansed the 
Church, just as the brazen laver 
cleansed the priests. 

A hundred years after that, 
the Church moved past the first 
veil to the golden candlestick and 
bowls of oil set on fire, represent
ing the Holy Spirit and the power 
of His gifts that were poured out. 

Sixty years later, something 
happened that people said would 
never happen. People of many 
different denominational back
grounds Came into fellowship 
around the Holy Spirit- the 
table of bread. The charismatic 
movement was born, and various 
denominations began to break 
bread together and come into 
harmony of spirit. 

Today the Church is ready to 
make the move from the table of 
bread to the golden altar of in
cense, from the holy place into 
the holy of holies. To do it, we 
must come with the same items 
as the high priest: the shed blood 
and incense. We cannot enter His 
holy presence without the shed 
blood of Jesus or the incense of 

praise. 
When Lucifer fell, he took 

with him his anointing for prais
ing God. What will fill that 
vacuum if not us? What will cov
er the glory of God if not our 
praises? God is saying, " I will 
get glory from the praise of a 
race of redeemed sons and 
daughters. I want them to praise 
Me because they love Me. I want 
them to cover My glory because 
we are family. I want them to 
replace he who fell, he whose 
heart was lifted up with pride. 
My Church will do it." 

We as the Church are standing 
at the veil. The Father invites us 
to come in. He is telling us to 
bring Him our music, our praise, 
and our worship to cover His 
glory and to restore music to its 
rightful place. 0 

Some of the in.spiration for t.his article 
came from the book The R tbirth of 
Mu. sic. by Lamar Boschman. 

Terril Law, a con
tributing ooitor to 
New Wine, is presi
thn' of Terry Law 
Ministries, which. 
sends out Living 
Sound music teams 
to spread the gospel 
He has evangelized 
in dozens of nations 
around the world, 

including Poland, the Souiet Union, and 
other Commltnist countries. He is a 
graduate of Oral Roberts Uniuersity, and 
is a member of the school's board 01 
regents. Terry lives with his wife, Shirley, 
and their children in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

HOSANNA! 
Because of the importance of 
music and worship in the life of 
a Christian, Integrity Commu
nications hili! begun a new mu
sic tape program called Hosan
na! Please see page 6 for detalJs. 
A1so, for help on how to wor
ship, see page :rT for informa
tion on a new teaching tape by 
Bob Mumford. 
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IT'S HOW YOU FINISH 
THAT COUNTS! 

Five Insights to help you win life's ultimate race 
BY LARRY TOMCZAK 



R eturning from the fair
grounds where thousands 
of young people had gath

ered for the opening of a Jesus 
Festival. I felt depleted from my 
ministry in t he hot morning sun_ 
When preaching to a crowd out
doors. one often needs a "double 
anointing" to compete with the 
innumerable distractions: "Slap 
some more sunten lotion on my 
back." "Go get me a soda." "Hey. 
look at how blue the sky is." This 
festival was no different. 

I coUapsed in a chair in my mo
tel room. and as I placed my Bible 
down on the teble. something 
caught my eye. It was the festival 
program lying atop a pile of 
papers. As I picked it up. my eyes 
focused on these words: "1973. 
The first Jesus Festival. Larry 
Tomczak was there. He' s been 
there every year since." 

Every year since 19731 Twelve 
years and twenty-seven Jesus 
festivals had passed. It was 
sobering to think how quickly the 
time had gone by. In my mind. I 
traveled back to that first Jesus 
Festival and wondered about the 
people who were involved then 
and what they were doing now. 

One of the leaders at the orig
inal event has been divorced 
twice and is now doing comedy 
routines with his third wife. 
When I asked him about his 
church status a few years ago. he 
replied. "Hey. man. you're my 
fellowship!" I winced in disbelief. 

Three of the other main speak
ers from the first festival are also 
divorced. One has dropped out of 
ministry entirely. one continues 
on. and the third has been excom
municated for leaving his wife 
and children and marrying his 
secretary. He remains "on the cir
cuit," ministering in new circles 
where his past is unknown. 

The years take their toll on all 
Christian leaders and musicians, 
but the effects are often fatal to 
those who are not "sent" from a 
church that serves as a support-
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ive base for them. They experi
ence tremendous temptation and 
pressure as they live on love of
ferings and continue ministering 
from spiritual wells that are near
ly dry. 

But those leaders are not the 
only ones who didn't make it. 
Many of the people who were 
part of the crowd at that first fes
tival are also no longer wallcing 
with God. 

They may have never truly re
pented or understood that com
mitment to a church comprised 
of genuine believers wi th biblical 
faith is not optional but a vital 
necessity to a healthy Christian 
life. 

My heart aches at these casu
alties. I'm saddened over the un
folding of tragic events in the 
lives of so many in the body of 
Christ. 

But I am also grateful for 
God's merciful intervention in 
my life and for what He showed 
me in my early years as a Chris
tian to avert potential disaster. 
But what is it that keeps one on 
course in his Christian tife? I 
believe there are at least five in
sights that can help. 

A Radical Commitment 
First, our commitment to 

Jesus as Lord must be radical. It 
shouldn't be radical in the sense 
of a political activist, but in the 
most literal sense of the word
radical is a derivative from the 
Latin word for " root. " Our com
mitment must be rooted in a fun
damental inward change, which 
can be recognized outwardly in 
our behavior. Only radical repen
tance will keep us on course. 

John the Baptist saw the need 
for an outward expression of in
ward change and instructed his 
hearers to "produce fruit in keep
ing with repentance" IMt. 3:8 
NIV). 

Today God is calling us to 
turn from ignorance to obey His 
divine laws. He wants to purge 

His Church of a great yet most 
subtle heresy- salvation without 
true repentance. where people are 
called to believe, but are not nec
essarily expected to obey. "In 
the past God overlooked such ig
norance, but now he commands 
all people everywhere to repent" 
IActa 17:30 NIV). 

Evangelist David Wilkerson 
shares a blatant example of the 
lack of repentance. Two pros
titutes once asked him to pray 
for the Lord 's blessing on their 
"ministry of love. " They sincere
ly believed that what they were 
doing was okay in God's eyes, 
because "the Bible says all 
things are lawful .... To the 
pure, all things are pure." Some
one had sold them on a message 
of grace without repentance and 
he could not convince them they 
were sinners. 

We cannot alter the conditions 
for true discipleship to accom
modate religious traditions that 
result in scores of "counterfeit 
converts." Jesus says, "Not 
everyone who says to me, 'Lord, 
Lord.' will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only he who does the 
will of my Father" IMt. 7:21 

. NIVI. 
There is no scriptural basis for 

a Jesus-as-Savior-only Christian. 
Coming under the loving lord
ship of Jesus Christ means an 
end of our rights as well as our 
wrongs. It means an end of life 
on our own terms. When we gain 
a revelation of His giving His life 
on our behalf. how can we offer 
Him anything less? 

Built on Relationships 
Second, the Church is built on 

relationships, not meetings. New 
Testament Christianity isn't con
ferences to attend but lives to be 
shared. It is a death to indepen
dence and a commitment to fellow
ship regularly with other believers 
who are part of a local church lsee 
Acts 2:42-47). 

Ten years ago I curtailed 
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much of my traveling to cola bar 
in building a working model of 
the New Testament church in the 
Washington, D.C., area. From 
this "Antioch" home baset we 
trained men to pastor the local 
flock and also sent them out with 
other mature saints to establish 
new churches. This is the repro
ductive cycle of the Church seen 
in Acts. Because all outreach 
ministry is based on a local foun
dation, I am now able to be "sent 
forth" with not only a message, 
but more importantly, a model as 
well. 

Out of lives shared with others 
we can obey the great commis
sion to make disciples, as well as 
to be discipled (see Matthew 
28:19). We can also find the sup
port, encouragement, account
ability, and correction we need. 
"Walking in the light" with 
others is God's way of keeping us 
in a place of refuge, free from 
deception. 

Psalm 68:6 says, "God sets 
the solitary in families" (NKJ). 
His purpose from the beginning 
was for us to experience a unique 
quality of life. For me, the church 
has been like an extended family. 
Relationships are commitments 
rather than conveniences. Lead
ers are brothers and friends first, 
and leaders second. Couples lov-
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ingly care for each other so that 
no one feels alone in dealing with 
marital problems, raising children, 
or handling finances. Children are 
trained in a godly environment, 
and singles, who are particularly 
vulnerable to the enemy's attack, 
protect each other by cultivating 
healthy friendships. 

In our extended family , people 
have joyfully served each other, 
helping with a move, supplying 
meals and cleaning for the sick, 
and giving support to the mother 
and her newborn. Others have 
used their spiritual gifts of 
"helps' ! and "serving" to repair a 
car, devise a budget, or care for 
the widow. All of this has en
abled us to stand strong despite 
increasing societal pressures, and 
from this nurturing base we have 
evangelized those outside His 
Church. 

Religious meetings and dra
matic preaching alone will not 
meet the crying need of this gen
eration. People are hungry for a 
tangible demonstration of a dif
ferent way of life-one where 
genuine concern and love are the 
chief characteristics. 

Importance of the Home 
Third. the home must be a top 

priority. Marriage is God's model 
before a watching world of the re-

If we ignore God's 
timetable for 
maturity, we may 
awaken to discover 
a lack of 
endurance for 

• pressmg on. 

lationship between Christ and the 
Church (see Ephesians 5:22-33). 
We may flee to ministry as an es
cape from responsibilities at home. 
but God says: 

If anyone does not provide for 
his relatives. and especially for 
his immediate family. he has 
denied the faith and is worse 
than an unbeliever (1 Tim. 5:8 
NIV). 

He also says. "If anyone does 
not know how to manage his own 
family. how can he take care of 
God's church?" (1 Tim. 3:5 NIV). 

For me, the importance of sup
port and accountability in my 
home life has come into sharp fo
cus as I've pastored and worked 
with other leaders in our local 
church. The priority of marriage 
and the family provides my wife 
and me with the "checks and 
balances" we deem essential to 
staying on the right track as we 
minister to others. 

At a recent couples' retreat. it 
became evident to me that being 
away from my wife and children 
on a trip to South Africa would 
place too severe a burden on 
them. I saw that I was overex
tended and realized God's remind
er of my family responsibilities 
was His gentle intervention to 
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cancel the twelve·day trip. When 
I submitted my feelings to the 
leaders in South Africa, they not 
only honored my appeal but re
spected me for placing family be
fore ministry. 

Billy Graham was asked upon 
completing thirty years of minis· 
try if there was anything he 
would have done differently. He 
said he would have spent more 
time in prayer and with his fami· 
ly, and would have refused to be 
pressured into so many speaking 
engagements. 

Whether or not we are involved 
in public ministry, it's necessary 
that we have a proper view of the 
home. It's a priority to God and 
it must also be for us. 

Godly Character 
Fourth, character must come 

before charisma. D. L. Moody 
said, "Character is what you are 
when no one else is around." God 
places a premium on character 
development so that there is sub· 
stance to back up our success. 
Because pressure reveals the per
son, God wants to make sure we 
have the inner stability to handle 
the challenges He'll bring our 
way. 

God is not looking primarily 
for gifted people but faithful ones 
to be His instruments in reaching 
needy humanity (see 2 Timothy 
2:2). Our task is not to strive to 
be successful but to be faithful 
and leave our success in the 
hands of God. If we trust God for 
our promotion, we'll be ready to 
handle the pressures when they 
come (see Psalm 75:6·7). Because 
storms, wind, and rain come to 
all, it's imperative we cooperate 
with our creator as He molds us 
for service in His kingdom. If we 
ignore His timetable for maturi· 
ty, we may awaken to discover a 
lack of endurance for pressing on. 

God will use our home, office, 
school, and church to develop faith
fulness, endurance, integrity, and 
other godly attitudes in Our lives. 
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Are we responding to or resisting 
the tools God uses? 

When aU kinds of trials and 
temptations crowd into your 
lives, my brothers, don't re
sent them as intruders, but 
welcome them as friends I Re
alize that they come to test 
your faith and to produce in 
you the quality of endurance. 
But let the process go on until 
that endurance is fully devel· 
oped, and you will find you 
have become men of mature 
character (J as. 1 :2·4, J.B. 
Phillips). 

Bearing Fruit 
Finally, we must bear fruit

"fruit that will last" (In. 15:16 
NIV). Charles Simpson has said, 
"God is not primarily concerned 
with how quickly we build but 
how weU we bnild." Years after 
the effects of conferences and 
"special meetings" subside, wiU 
we present to Him a stockpile of 
notes, books, and cassettes, or an 
abundance of changed lives? When 
aU is said and done, will there be 
a monument to "my ministry" or 
will there be others in whom I in· 
vested my life to "carry the 
baton"? 

Some time ago a man who had 
been in ministry thirty·five years 
confessed that one morning God 
said to him, "My son, get your 
house in order, for you shall soon 
die. Regretfully, all that you've 
done has been wood, hay, and 
straw." He remembered the pas· 
sage in 1 Corinthians 3:12·15: 

If any man builds on this foun· 
dation using gold, silver, cost· 
Iy stones, wood, hay or straw, 
his work will be shown for 
what it is, because the Day 
will bring it to light. It will be 
revealed with fire, and the fire 
will test the quality of each 
man's work. If what he has 
built survives, he will receive 
his reward. If it is burned up, 

he will suffer loss; he himself 
will be saved, but only as one 
escaping through the flames 
(NIV, italics minel. 

Sorrowfully he took inventory 
of his life. Had he been preoccu· 
pied with quantity at the expense 
of quality? Had he built according 
to God's pattern or man's? Had 
he ministered from pure motive or 
ambition? Had he labored to 
glorify God or to impress other 
people? 

Crying out to God, he repented 
of his sins and later testified that 
God granted him a reprieve to use 
his final years more productively. 

Applying these five insights 
has helped me to stay on course 
over the years and hopefuUy to 
serve as an example for others 
who see themselves as long· 
distance runners, not just sprint· 
ers. Whatever the future holds, I 
derive great satisfaction from re
flecting back on twenty·seven 
Jesus festivals over these past 
twelve years, and I 'm grateful 
the fruit is not merely memories 
of meetings but changed people 
standing today in strong, com· 
mitted relationships, active in 
·New Testament churches, reach· 
ing a needy world with the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 0 

Scripture marked NKJ: 'l'"'rom The New 
King James Version. Copyright @ 1979. 
1980, 1982, Thomas Nelson, Inc. , 
Publishers. 

Scriptur. marked J .B. Phillips: © J .B. 
Phillips 1958. 1960. 1972. Macmillan Pub
lishing Company. Used by permission. 

Larr" Tomczak, an. in
tel7UltionaJly known 
Christian lefUkfj is 
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He leads an aposto!r 
ic leam in planting 
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board member of In
tercessors for Arne,... 
ica.. He lives with 

his wife. Doris, and their four children in 
the Washington, D.C, area. 
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Ethiopia: A Lesson 
How could a nation that was Christian for sixteen 
centuries fall into Communist hands? 

J ust before Christmas 
1979, the Ethiopian secret 
police arrested Dr. Aradom 

Tedla, director-general of the Min
istry of Law and Justice in the 
province of Eritrea, and charged 
him with antirevolutionary ac
tivities. They threw him into a 
prison cell crowded with thirty
five other inmates, most of whom 
were executed on Christmas Eve. 
Tedla, who had not attempted to 
curtail his outspoken Christian 
activities even under the harsh 
repression of Ethiopia's Com
munist regime, thought his turn 
before the firing squad was next. 

But his work on earth was not 
yet finished, and God provided a 
miraculous escape plan. With the 
help of two notorious smugglers, 
Tedla made a narrow escape, 
remaining undiscovered through 
searches, walking through a mine 
field and firefight, and avoiding 
military patrols. He now lives in 
the United States. Tedla, whose 
dramatic story appeared in the 
December 1983 Reader's Diges~ 
recently shared his testimony as 
well as the real story behind the 
famine in Ethiopia with New Wine. 

New Wine: Would you give us 
some background on Ethiopia? 

Dr. Aradom Tedla: Ethiopia, which 
has a population of some thirty 
million, is in eastern Africa, bor
dering Sudan, Somalia, Egypt, 
and the Red See. One of the oldest 
nations in the world, and certainly 
one of the oldest monarchies, it is 
mentioned several times in the Bi· 
ble. In A.D. 330, Ethiopia adopted 
Christianity as the state religion, 
remaining a Christian nation for 
sixteen centuries. 

In the early 1970's there were 
social and political pressures on 
the monarchy, headed by Emper
or Haile Selassie. Inflation was 
high because of the Arab-Israel 
War of 1967 and oil prices had 
increased. One province was af
flicted by a drought, but the 
government refused to ask for in
ternational aid. So there was a lot 
of call for change. Selassie had 
ruled for many years, and he did a 
lot for Ethiopia. But after more 
than fifty years in government, he 
was getting old, and the men 
around him were corrupt and 
shortsighted. It was a perfect set-

ting for a takeover, and in 1974 
without any bloodshed, a revolu
tion occurred. When it was over, 
the Communists were in power. 

NW: Why did Ethiopia fall so Oa&

ily into Communist hands? 

AT: It happened because we were 
not as strong in our Christianity 
as our forefathers had been, and 
corruption was rampant. People 
indulged themselves in sexual 
and materialistic pleasure. 

NW: Did people believe that 
things would change with the new 
government? 

AT: The Communists were clever 
in deceiving the people, especially 
considering the revolution was 
bloodless. From the beginning the 
Leftists promised a democratic 
pluralistic government, and the 
people believed them. But their 
ultimate goal was to establish a 
Marxist-Leninist regime, which is 
now running the country. 

NW: Ethiopia's situation prior 
to the revolution sounds much 

Sixteen Centuri ... of Christianity 
Since the fourth century when Christianity wa, brought. to 

Ethiopia, the etate-est.bliehed church he. boon the Ethiopian 
OrthodoJ[ Church. 'The church has developed unique rituals. 
such 88 the use of druma and dancing in religious services. The 
Orthodox Church puts a heavy emphaaae on Old Testament. 
practices. including circumcision and food preparation lawo. 
Islam. however, is the dominant. reUgion in lOme parts of the 
count.ry with half of Ethiopia's population being Moslem. More 
than two million people stiD fonow Lraditional animistic tribal 
religions and another twenty thousand people in nort.hweet 
Ethiopia practice a form of Old Teetement Judaism. 

l~~~~~====~~==~ ________________ ~ 
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for Us All 
An interview with Dr, Aradom T edla 

like what is happening in other 
countries. 

AT: Yes, and people are not 
aware of how determined the 
Leftists are. Two superpowers 
dominate the world, and one of 
them is using all its money, 
energy, and best minds for one 
purpose-to rule the world 
through communism. Today, more 
than thirty countries are under 
Marxist· Leninist rule. I t is a real 
threat that many people are not 
aware of. 

We never thought Ethiopia 
would become Communist. We 
don It have Communists, every
one thought. They 're not here. Of 
course they werel We just didn't 
see them. Their number was 
small, but they were determined. 

If I had one thing to say to the 
American people, I would say 
that when you get away from 
your traditional Christian values, 
as set out by your founding 
fathers, your country will have 
problems. One reason we lost our 
country was that a generation 
was brought up with humanistic, 
liberal teaching without the 

Word of God. They made a mock
ery out of it, and my people are 
paying for it. 

NW: You were raised in a Chris· 
tian home, weren't you? 

AT: Yes, my father was a Chris· 
tian, and I think I became one 
because of his prayers. I started 
out, however, as a nominal Chris· 
tian. But eleven years ago a 
young man came to see me at my 
office in the afternoon when I 
didn't usually see people. I told 
my secretary I didn't want to see 
anyone, but she said he wouldn't 
leave. 

When she gave me his name I 
was angry. I had helped him once 
before, and figured he was just 
back for more help. I told her to 
send him in, intending to really 
tell him off. But he just walked 
in, took something out of his 
briefcase, and handed it to me. 

"Read this," he said. "You 
need it." 

It was a Bible. I had read the 
Bible before, but for some reason 
I believed I would be a better 
Christian if I didn 't read it. But 

CommwUsm: Empty Promises for Ethiopia 
During the reign 01 Haile Sela .. ie. lood production In 

Ethiopia grew at an aMual rate of three percent. which was 
sufficient to keep pace with the population growth. Marxiet 
ideology, however. bas crippled the country's agriculture, The 
government nationalized the commercial (arm8 and 8elebUehed 
inefficient state farms. Ethiopia now spends more than ninety 
percent of Its argicultural budget. on 8 mere six ~t of its 
totel larm land. That land. however. produces Ieee than five 
percent of its food. The state seta food prices at Umes seventy 
percent lower than world market }eveJs to accommodate the 
city dwellers and feed the army of more than three hundred 
thousand. The fanners are then unable to afford fe.rt:ili.zer or 
seeds, which further drives down t.otal food production. 
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this time something happened. 
There was a power behind the 
young man's words, and when he 
left, I started to tremble, tears 
came to my eyes, and I fell to the 
floor. I locked the door because I 
was ashamed to be seen crying. I 
said to the Lord, .. If You want 
me to read this, I'll try to now." 
And I started to read. Suddenly I 
realized that I had been a nomi· 
nal Christian. 

That day, which was just a 
few months before the revolu· 
tion, I came to know the Lord 
personally. 

NW: How did your encoilnter 
with Jesus affect your life? 

AT: God opened my eyes to un
derstand the Scriptures. AI· 
though I was usually reserved, 
when I got all this new insight, I 
couldn't contain it. I was so ex· 
Cited that I talked constantly to 
everyone I met about Jesus. 

Even after the revolution, I 
went from one place to another 
speaking to people about Jesus 
Christ. When my close friends 
saw the change in me, they had a 
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meeting to discuss me. "Some
tlUng is wrong with him," they 
said. "We must do something 
because he has changed. He's not 
normal," 

NW: How did your family react? 

AT: My wife was very upset. She 
reminded me that I was still a 
government employee, paid by 
the Communist regime, and that 
I had to tlUnk of her and my 
family. She said if I wouldn't 
stop talking about J esus every 
time we went out of the house, 
she would not go out with me. 
But I told her I couldn't stop. 
Jesus said, "You are My witness· 
es. Go and tell them." And I took 
Him literally. So she kept her 
word- for two years she did not 
go out of the house with me. 

I learned that when you lean on 
Jesus and make yourself avail· 
able. you'll see incredible tlUngs 
happen. I witnessed to the Com· 
munists and the powerful memo 
bers of the military junta even 
though I normally did not have 
such courage. 

NW: You were witnessing to the 
Communists? 

AT: Yes- and this was while I 
was an employee of that atheistic 
government I God gave me His 
special protection, because what 
I did was impossible. 

One day in December 1979, I 
left my office for lunch, and the 
secret police stopped me. All 
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Etldopt.: Lud of Raped boIatioa 
Et.hiopia i. moetJy Isolated from the rest of the world by its 

rugged terrain. In the north, there are mountain8 t.hat. rise to 
fifteen thousand feet. Two high plateaUIJ comprise the heart of 
the country: the western plat.eau ie chopped up by deep gorges, 
which makee communication difficult between the various sec' 
tions of the cDunLry. The plateaus are surrounded by contraet· 
ing k).,lande-desertlike coastal regions in the north. and lush. 
tropical.rea8 to the west. RElbel·held conial terric.ory is impor· 
tant to the government because of its location. If the rebels win 
their independence. Ethiopia will los8 its only port. •. 

they told me was, "You are 
wanted." and they took me to 
their interrogation center, which 
very few people came out of alive. 
It was particularly dreadful be· 
cause the agents were trained by 
the East German secret police 
and could make you confess any· 
thing. Prisoners made up stories 
just so they would stop. Usually 
there was one interrogator for 
every few prisoners. But in my 
case, there were three. Some of 
the other inmates thought I was 
doomed, and the Christians there 
began to pray for me. 

On the third day of my arrest, 
they told me they were going to 
search my house, and they wanted 
me to accompany them, which was 
also highly unusual. When the se
cret police searched a home, they 
would go on their own, without, 
of course, a search warrant. It 
was about a two-mile drive, and I 
knew what they might find in my 
house-American doUars, lists of 
Christians, letters I wrote to 
Americans and friends in Eu· 
rope- so I asked God to blind 
their eyes. 

I expected them to storm into 
my house and tear it in two. In· 
stead, they sat down, and asked 
me. "Do you have any tea? We 
would like to drink some tea." I 
was expecting them to rip every· 
thing apart, and they were ask· 
ing me for tea! They also allowed 
me to take some personal belong· 
ings back to the prison. I could 
not believe itl That is how faith· 
ful our Lord isl And even more 

miraculous, I was released in on· 
ly twelve days. Never before had 
anyone gotten out that quickly. 

They even gave me a docu· 
ment that said, "To whom it may 
concern: Dr. Tedla has been de· 
tained here for twelve days for in· 
terrogation. We are releasing him 
because the evidence against him 
has not been proven." With the 
kinds of torture they used. they 
could have proven anything I 
They could have made me say I 
killed my wife if they wanted to. 
But God spared me. 

NW: From your perspective, are 
we getting the whole story abou t 
Ethiopia? Is there something we 
are not hearing on the evening 
news? 

AT: When I came to the United 
States, I was dismayed to find 
out that very little was being reo 
ported about Ethiopia and the 
gross violat ions of human rights 
going on there- particularly the 
persecution of Christians. The 
American people have not been 
informed of the brutality that 
the Ethiopian people are enduro 
ing at the hands of the Marxist· 
Leninists. From 1974 to 1982. 
about one million people were 
either killed or reported missing, 
and more than two million fled to 
bordering countries, leaving be
lUnd all their possessions and 
risking death to do so. 

Recently I met with an Ameri· 
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Help f .. the Etbloplana 
Africa i8 suffering ita wont famine ever, partly the result of 

two vast belLe of drought that have spread acrollS the conti
nent. parching the land and starving its inh.blt.antl. Last fall 
the world became aware of the aerioU8 famine in Ethiopia. 
where lOme seven million people are starving. Led by the 
United States and Western Europe. many countries have been 
trying to fill the vist needs there. The U .8. government last 
year donated 232.050 tone of grain. the Canadian government 
fIUIde 8 contribution of 16.6 million, and the European Econom· 
ic Community sent 66.000 metric tons of grain. 

can church leader who had just 
visited Ethiopia,. and he said he 
had found no evidence of per
secution there. I was really mad! 
I asked him, "How long were you 
in Ethiopia?" 

I'Five days," 
Then I asked him how he had 

gotten his information, because 
he didn't speak the language. 
"Through an interpreter," he 
replied. But it was an interpreter 
the government had supplied for 
him! 

NW: How about the famine in 
Ethiopia? Are we hearing only 
part of that story too? 

AT: Many people in the United 
States think the seven million pe0-
ple starving in Ethiopia are suf
fering because of the drought. But 
that is oniy one of the problems. 

Kenya and Sudan have suffered 
from the same drought for the 
past three years, but there is not 
a death toll in either of those 
countries like there is in Ethiopia. 
According to the United Nations, 
more than 350,000 people have 
already died of starvation in 
Ethiopia. Why is this so much 
higher than in Kenya or Sudan? 
It's because the Ethiopian gov
ernment's priority is not rescu· 
ing the people, but preserving its 
power. 

The government spends a dis
proportionate amount of funds for 
propaganda, indoctrination, se
cret police, and the military. It 
purchased from the Soviet Union, 
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for example, weaponry valued at 
about three billion American dol
lars. Last year, the government 
spent two hundred million Amer
ican dollars to celebrate the for
mation of the Communist party in 
Ethiopia-while people were 
starving! Among other things 
built for that occasion was a 
twenty-ton bronze statue of Le
nin, the first statue of a foreigner 
in Ethiopia. 

The government has also 
launched one military offensive 
after another against the province 
of Eritrea-eight SO far- with 
heavy human loss and property 
destruction. Moreover, while the 
world in heartfelt compassion 
has tried to help the starving 
people in Ethiopia, the govern
ment has delayed unloading 
many ships and misused and di
verted donated food for political 
and military purposes. Australia, 
for example, sent six thousand 
tons of food to famine-stricken 
Ethiopians in tenitories controlled 
by the Liberation Front in the 
north, but the Ethiopian author
ities forcibly unloaded it in the 
port of Assab, despite the ship 
captain's protests. For years the 
government has sold food to the 
Soviet Union, and it was recently 
reported that Ethiopia is now 
selling food to Egypt. 

NW: How can we insure that 
food and money will end up in 
tbe right bands? 

AT: When officials talk with Ethi
opian authorities, they must con
front them with the facts. They 
should request evidence that 
food will be delivered to those 
who are starving. The Ethiopians 
think they can get away with 
anything with the Americans. 
But when they realize that the 
Americans have opened their 
eyes and know the truth about 
what is going on, they will 
change. It's like having a drunk 
neighbor whose children are starv
ing. You don't like him, but you 
don 't like the fact that his 
children are starving either. 
Every time you give him money 
for his children, he buys liquor 
for himself. Do you stop giving 
him money? No, you just make 
sure it goes to buy food for his 
family. 

NW: Where do you recommend 
that people donate money if tbey 
want to insure that it will go 
directly to famine victims and not 
be diverted for other purposes? 

AT: Several organizations are do
ing excellent work and delivering 
food directly to the starving peo
ple. I recommend Lutheran World 
Relief, 360 Park Avenue South, 
New York, New York 10010; Ox
fam America, 115 Broadway, 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116; 
Mission Aviation Fellowship, 
P.O. Box 202, Redlands, Califor
nia 92373; and World Vision, 
Ethiopian Relief, Box 0, Pasa
dena, California 91109. [I 
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A year atter Baby Doe was allowed to die, 
another Down's syndrome child struggles for life 

Jt has been three years since 
the news carried the story 
of Baby Doe, an infant bom 

in Bloomington, Indiana, with an 
incomplete link between its stom
ach and esophagus. M edical 
science offered a simple surgical 
procedure to correct the problem 
and to enable the child to take 
nourishment, but the parents re
fused to permit the surgery be
cause the child also had Down's 
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syndrome, a genetic abnormality 
that results in mental retardation 
and physical handicaps. 

As Baby Doe began to starve, 
the legality of the parents ' deci
sion was challenged in the courts, 
but a judge ruled that the par
ents' choice was justified because 
a Down's syndrome child could 
not hope to have a more than 
"minimally acceptable quality of 
life. " The I ndia.tuL Supreme Court 

upheld his ruling. 
Six days after birth, Baby Doe 

died. 
Since that time, Christians 

and others who believe in the 
sanctity of life have challenged 
the deadly /cgic of the Baby Doe 
decision. After some early set
backs, victories are now being 
won to secure the rights of hand
icapped infants. Among them is 
a new federal law that says with-
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holding necessary medical treat
ment is a form of child abuse_ 

Although media attention has 
primarily focused on the actions 
of govemmen~ important pri
vate battles for life continue in 
homes and hospitals across the 
nation. The story of Rachel 
Laus~ a Down's syndrome child 
born one year after Baby Doe, il
lustrates the difference that 
parental faith and commitment 
can make in the life of a hond
icapped child. 

"What if there's something 
wrong with our baby?" 

It was three weeks past their 
baby's due date, and with each 
passing day, Dan and Monica 
Laust became more concerned_ 
Finally on April 19, 1983, Monica 
went into labor, and Dan drove 
her to the hospital from their 
home in Prescott, Wisconsin, a 
small town near the Minnesota 
border. Not long after, Rachel 
Renee-their second child- was 
born. The next day they sat to
gether in Monica's hospital room 
marveling at how well the de
livery had gone in spite of the 
delay. Like many parents, they 
were also making plans for and 
dreaming dreams about their 
new daughter. 

Then the doctor stepped in. 
Clearing his throat, he said, "Mr. 
and Mrs. Laust, I'm sorry to 
have to tell you this, but your 
daughter has Down's syndrome." 

Dan and Monica stared at him 
in disbelief. They were shocked 
and afraid. Their whole future 
was suddenly in question as they 
thought about the implications 
of raising a retarded and hand
icapped chlld. 

The doctor's report gave them 
nothing to rely on but their trust 
in God. "We accepted Rachel 
right from the beginning," says 
Monica, "because we knew that 
God had given her to us for a 
reason." Still in doubt as to what 
that purpose was, the Lousts 
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soon brought Rachel home. She 
gave them great joy as they 
watched her grow from month to 
month, although her mental and 
physical development was some
what slower than a normal child's. 

"Then when Rachel was about 
ten months old." says Monica, "I 
was praying and felt the Lord say 
that He was going to use Rachel 
to draw many people to Him." 

At first she wondered whether 
this was just her imagination, 
but in the months ahead, Monica 
and her husband found sustain
ing hope in this personal word 
from the Lord. 

Faith Is Tested 
Everything was going smooth

ly until early one morning just a 
month before Rachel's first birth
day. Usually energetic and smil
ing, Rachel lay listlessly in her 
crib, crying. Dan and Monica 
took her to their family doctor, 
who said she had pneumonia and 
immediately admitted her to 
Regina Memorial Hospital in 
Hastings, Minnesota. The follow
ing day, her condition worsened 
and she was taken by ambulance 
to Chlldren's Hospital in St. Paul 
and admitted to one of the most 
advanced pediatric intensive care 
facilities in the Midwest. 

" A t first the doctors told us 
that Rachel would probably need 
to be hospitalized for a week or 
two, but as the days went by, 
there were complications," Dan 
explains. An echocardiogram dis
closed that Rachel had a serious 
congenital heart defect. Diagnos
tic tests indicated that she was 
battling four different types of 
pneumonia-two of which are 
usually associated with relentless
ly progressive respiratory failure. 
"High respirator settings kept 
her breathing," Dan adds, "but 
the doctors were afraid the pure 
oxygen she was inhaling would 
cause serious damage to her 
lungs." To make matters worse, 
an abscess began to grow on one 

of her kidneys. 
The days of praying and wait

ing became weeks. "We knew 
that God had put Rachel on the 
earth for a reason," Dan reflects, 
"and that He had a reason for 
our going through this, but in the 
middle of it, we really were wonder
ing what was going to happen." 

Although the medical reports 
gave little basis for optimism, 
Dan and Monica held to their con
fidence that God was in control. 
Friends in their church provided 
practical and spiritual support
cooking meals, caring for their 
son, Jeremiah, and bringing words 
of encouragement. 

One friend shared the scrip
ture from Mark chapter 5: 
"Talitha kum!...Little girl, I say 
to you, arisel" (v. 41 NAS). 
Another friend drew a pen and 
ink sketch of a healthy Rachel, 
inscribing it with the same verse. 
Dan and Monica taped the draw
ing to Rachel's hospital crib as a 
constant reminder of the healing 
power of their Lord. 

Finally, after nearly a month 
in the hospital, Rachel began to 
improve. Her lungs grew stronger 
and the doctors lowered the res
pirator settings. "We celebrated 
her first birthday in the hos
pital," Monica says, "with the 
goal of getting her well enough to 
return home. Then,we hoped that 
after she regained her strength, 
she could undergo corrective sur
gery for her heart." 

Sudden Setback 
But Rachel didn't get home as 

fast as her parents had hoped. On 
April 29, her condition unexpect
edly deteriora ted as her tempera
ture soared to 106 degrees and 
her blood pressure dropped pre
cipitously. All but one of her ma
jor organs were failing and her 
body went into shock. The doc
tors quickly put her back on pure 
oxygen, but even that did little 
good. 

The doctors told Dan and 
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After major heart surgery and other medical problems, £Oust family, cenler: back row, Monica and Dan; front row, 
two-yearo()ld Rachel is a healthy, active member of the Jeremiah and RacheL 

Monica that they did not expect 
Rachel to make it through the 
day. They had tried everything 
that medical science had to offer, 
but with no success. 

"Because of her condition," 
Monica says, "they allowed us to 
hold Rachel for the first time in 
six weeks. It was during those 
quiet moments that I sensed the 
Lord saying, 'Let go. Release her 
to My will.' It took agonizing 
hours of prayer and wrestling 
with my will before I (inally felt 
at peace. On our own, we couldn't 
release Rachel, but God poured 
out His grace (or Dan and me. 
Afterward. as I sat by her crib, I 
told the Lord I no longer knew 
how to pray for Rachel now that 
I had released her to Him. Then 
in my spirit I felt Him saying that 
I should pray for the desire of my 
heart. After giving this serious 
thought, I prayed for Rachel to be 
healed and for Jesus to be glori
fied through her healing. 

"I looked up at the monitor by 
her crib and couldn't believe my 
eyes. I saw her blood pressure 
reading suddenly doublel At the 
same time a trickle of urine came 
from her catheter. indicating 
that her kidneys were starting to 
work again. Excitedly, I called 
Rachel's nurse, and she checked 
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the lines to make sure they were 
in order and then confirmed the 
blood pressure reading by taking 
it manually. Not wanting to get 
my hopes up, she told me that 
this might be temporary, but I 
knew then that Rachel would not 
die," 

"It's Amazing!" 
While Monica slept peacefully 

in a separate room provided by 
the hospital. Dan spent the night 
at Rachel's bedside praying. When 
Dan finally went to bed, he also 
experienced a deep sense of 
peace. In the morning when they 
reentered Rachel 's room, they 
found Dr. Richard Gehrz, the hos
pital's director of critical care 
medicine. standing beside the crib 
with a broad smile on his face. 
lilt's amazing," he said. "For some 
reason her blood pressure has tak
en a real turn for the betterl" 

With her circulation improved, 
Rachel came out of shock, but 
after another four weeks. it be
came clear that her recovery had 
reached a plateau. Dan and Mon
ica faced a difficult decision. 
Without heart surgery, Rachel 
might not ever get any better, 
but she was not well enough to 
undergo surgery without great 
risk. Trusting that God would 

complete the healing He had be
gun. the Lausts authorized sur
gery and transferred Rachel to the 
University of Minnesota Hospital. 

The day before the operation, 
the surgery team conferred with 
Dan and Monica. "They told us 
that Rachel was sicker than any 
baby they had ever operated on 
and that her chances of surviving 
the procedure were poor, " Dan 
says. "They also said there was 
no assurance that even a success
ful operation would do very much 
for her. The next morning our 
hopes were at their lowest point, 
so we were quite relieved when 
they told us Rachel's surgery 
would have to be postponed be
cause of a shortage at the blood 
bank." 

Later that day, a friend called 
to say that as he had been pray
ing for Rachel during the night, 
the Lord had spoken, declaring 
His love for Rachel and urging 
Dan and Monica to be at peace 
because He was in the business 
of healing and raising people 
from the dead. When the opera
tion was rescheduled for the 
following morning, the Lausts' 
hopes had been renewed. 

Complex Surgery 
As Rachel was wheeled into 
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Dr. Richard Gehrz, righ~ who was involved in Rachel's 
case, says she was as sick or sicker than any child hhl staff 

had ever seen, and that at one point, every hour she stayed 
alive was a miracle. 

surgery, Dan and Monica knew 
that literally bundreds of people 
from various cburcbes in the 
Minneapolis·St. Paul area were 
praying for her and for the medi· 
cal team. During the operation, 
the doctors discovered that 
Rachel's defect was much more 
severe than they bad originally 
thought. They carefully installed 
a Dacron patch as a substitute 
for a missing wall between the 
left and right halves of her heart, 
and then divided a common valve 
to make two new valves between 
the upper and lower chambers. 
The head surgeon later told the 
Lausta that it was one of the 
most complex surgeries he had 
ever performed. 

liTo the doctors' amazement, II 
Monica says, "Rachel's vital 
signs improved during the opera· 
tion and immediately after it
they all expected them to falter. " 
And there was yet another sur· 
prise during the surgery. A lung 
biopsy revealed that despite the 
long periods of breathing pure 
oxygen at high pressures, Ra· 
chel's lungs showed no damage! 

Just one week after the sur· 
gery, Rachel was moved back to 
Children's Hospital, where she 
continued to recover at a slow 
but steady rate. A blood clot near 
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her heart and a staph infection 
further tested her parents' faith, 
but finally all the complications 
yielded to medication and prayer. 
A one·word entry in the journal 
that Monica had kept since 
Rachel first entered the hospital 
marked the end of the ordeal: 
"Homel" 

Today, Rachel is a healthy, ac· 
tive two-year-old bundle of sun· 
shine, radiating the joy of being 
alive. But it took five long months, 
thousands of dollars, the exper· 
tise of two hospital staffs, major 
surgery, and the prayers of hun· 
dreds of God's people. And it was 
all worth it. 

Rachel's story is completely 
opposite that of the Baby Doe of 
three years ago. Why? Some
thing about the life that God 
gives makes it so valuable-even 
for a severely handicapped infant. 
We talked with Dr. Gehrz about 
what made her case unique. These 
were his comments: 

"Miracles have happened many 
times in the past in our intensive 
care unit. Some of them are the 
miracles of God working through 
the tools of medicine; many others 
cannot be explained medicaliy. 
But we have never experienced 
anything quite like this. Rachel 
was as sick or sicker than any 

child we have ever seen who 
made it back to health. 

"During that extremely criti
cal period at the end of April, 
every hour she stayed alive was 
certainly a miracle. Her surviv
ing the very complex heart sur
gery was another. The faith of 
her parents was incredible-a 
confident, quiet faith, expecting 
a miracle, praying for a miracle, 
but trusting the Lord to provide 
for Rachel whatever His answer 
was. We all felt the prayer sup· 
port for us here as we worked. It 
was a very special thing." 

The difference between Rachel 
Laust and the Baby Does of this 
world was her parents' faith. 
God's people are the salt of the 
earth, the light of the world, the 
city set on the hill. We can make 
a difference in our stand for life. 
God's love and purpose can be 
seen through us. 0 

...--------, Don Greenwood i8 a 
writer and photog
rapher whose work 
has appeared in 
newspapers and peri
odicals in Kentucky 
and Wisconsin. He 
lives in rurW Spring 
Green, Wisconsin, 
wieh his wifB, 

'---...... ---' Susan, and their 
fi ve children. 
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THE WAY I SEE IT 
The faith of a terminally ill man moves him 

From Tragedy 
Into Triumph 
BY DON BASHAM 

B y any reasonable stan
dards, Jim and Barbara 
Hoffer's situation is not 

just desperate; it's hopeless. As I 
drove to their home, their pastor, 
Kelly Cahill, explained. 

Shortly before their marriage 
three years ago, Jim received the 
devastating news that he had 
Lou Gehrig's disease, an incur
able illness that systematically 
destroys the nervous system, 
leading to progressive paralysis 
and death. Jim and Barbara de
cided to marry anyway, but the 
disease followed its relentless 
course and within two years Jim 
was confined to a wheelchair, un
able to move or speak. 

Providentially the Hoffers met 
Kelly and through his care and 
ministry they accepted Christ. 
Nevertheless, Jim's physical con
dition continued deteriorating. He 
and Barbara had read some of my 
books and when they learned 
from their pastor that I was to be 
in the area, they asked if I could 
visit them. 

It was a cold, dreary day and a 
mixture of rain and sleet was fall
ing as we arrived at their home in 
Diamondale, Michigan. I pre
pared myself for the depressing 
atmosphere one usually finds 
surrounding the terminally ill. 
But to my surprise the home was 
bright and cheery with plants 
and pleasant decorations taste
fully arranged amidst the special 
medical equipment and furniture 
required for Jim's care. More
over, an amazing peace seemed 
to permeate their home. 

Barbara called a greeting to us 
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from the next room. She wheeled 
her husband in and I stood to one 
side as she and Kelly lifted Jim 
from the wheelchair and strapped 
him upright in a special seat. The 
sight of that man-his thin, 
wasted form that was almost 
swallowed by his pajamas, hands 
folded helplessly in his lap
aroused deep sympathy in me. 
After brushing his hair and ad
justing the feeding tube in his 
nose, Barbara turned to me with 
a smile. 

"Reverend Basham, I want 
you to meet my husband, Jim." 
From the quiet pride in her voice, 
Jim could have been president of 
General Motors. I said hello and 
when Jim's eyes met mine I 
knew why there was such peace 
in that home. Jim Hoffer's eyes 
were filled with the light of 
heaven. 

For the next half hour we teIked 
about life and death, and heaven 
and earth as easily as most peo
ple chat about the weather. Some
how, the peace surrounding Jim 
and Barbara made such conver
sation seem particularly right 
and appropriate. Of course, Kel· 
Iy, Barbara, and I did most of the 
talking, because Jim's only means 
of communication consisted of 
staring at printed letters carefully 
arranged on a large clear plastic 
shield that Kelly or Barbara 
would hold in front of him. As he 
gazed at the letters one at a time, 
he slowly spelled out the words. 

"Thank-you-for·coming," he 
said. And a little later, "God-is-so
good-to-me." His longest sen
tence was the most amazing of all: 

"My-illness-has-brought-many
blessings." When Kelly repeated 
his words aloud for confirmation, 
Jim's eyes shone with added joy. 

In all my thirty-five years of 
ministry, I had never shared in 
circumstances so helpless yet so 
triumphant. Barbara had even 
been forced to quit her job to 
provide total care for Jim, leav
ing them with practically no in
COme. Yet her Own serenity and 
confidence fully matched her 
husband's. 

As I watch.ed Jim struggle to 
communicate, his radiant spirit 
almost seemed impatient to leave 
the tired and wasted body in 
which it was contained. It was as 
if he had already entered the res
urrection life that Paul speaks 
about in 1 Corinthians chapter 
15: "Death has heen swallowed 
up in victory .... Where, 0 death, 
is your sting?" (vv. 54-55 NIVI. 

Of course, before we left we 
prayed together, but it seemed 
almost unnecessary; God was al
ready present with such love and 
power. As we walked to the car, I 
said to Kelly, "I thougbt I was 
coming here to minister, but I 
was mistaken; God brought me 
here to be ministered to." 

Meeting Jim and Barbara sim· 
ply strengthened my conviction 
that our destiny is the kingdom 
of God-whether it's on earth or 
in heaven is simply a matter of 
geography. Through his illness, 
Jim Hoffer found the Kingdom 
here on earth. By the time you 
read this, he may have moved to 
the-one in heaven. For him, it 's 
such a small step. At least, that's 
the way I see it. D 

Don Basham is chief 
editorial consultant 
for New Wino. 
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RESOURCES 

FROM THE NEW WINE COllECTION 

HOW TO ENTER INTOWORSHIP 
Bob Mumford talks about the Christian's highest calling. 

HOW TO WORSHIP 
A NEW TAPE BY 
BOB MUMFORD, $4.95 

Have you de
sired to move 
from praising 
God into the 
deeper realms 
of worship on 
a consistent 

basis? In this new tape, Bob 
Mumford gives you 5 practi
cal lessons in worship that 
you can begin to use right 
away. 

As you start praising the 
Lord, do you ever wrestle 
with wandering thoughts or 
become distracted by out
side influences? You are not 
alone. Bob shares with you 
how he himself overcomes 
these problems. You will 
find a new release for your 
spirit as Bob takes you step 
by step from the moment 
you begin to praise God. 

You will understand wor
ship in a new way. Bob 
shows you that worship is a 
skill that needs to be 
learned. He helps you begin 
not only to praise God for 
His acts, but also to wor
ship God for who He is. 

The fruit of your worship 
will be that the Father will 
be pleased and your spirit 
will be deeply satisfied. 

HOW TO ORDER: 
The New Wine Collection brings 
to your attention selected books 
and tapes to help you grow in 
your relationship with God. These 
resources will increase your under
standing of subjects vital to your 
spiritual growth. To order. simply 
use the response form found on 
page 19. 

• Cr---HOW- 'O-WORSHIP------) 

• • • • 

INTRODUCING HOSANNA!-NEW WINE'S PRAISE 
& WORSHIP MUSIC TAPE MINISTRY 

Bob Mumford's teaching tape music ministries. HOSANNA! 
on worship can help you more tapes present you with the 
effectively use New Wine's kind of music that will help you 
new music tape ministry. fulfil your calling as a believer 
HOSANNA! is a bimonthly and draw you into His pres-
tape program that features enee. For more information on 
anointed songs from singers HOSANNA! see page 6. 
and musicians who have proven 



GIVE YOUR FRIENDS 
N INE MAGAZINE. • • 

.. . AND SAVE 50% ON YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALI 

Make a IIfe-changlng Invest
ment In your friends. 

Do you have close friends, 
neighbors, or relatives who strug· 
gle to grow spiritually? Have you 
wanted to help them but didn't 
know how? Why not let the min· 
Istry of New Wine Magazine bring 
them hope! 

If New Wine Is an Important fac· 
tor In your own spiritual growth, 
why not make the magazine a part 
of your personal ministry to your 
friends! Share with them the same 
falth·bulldlng insights and timely 
help that you receive from New 
Wine. 

Giving New Wine makes a 
difference. 

Listen to what some readers 
who've received gift subscriptions 
have said: 

"When my son Introduced me to 
New Wine he gave me a chest of 
gold." - J . Elliott 
"We first received New Wine 
about eight years ago as a gift. 
Although I wasn't saved at that 
time, there were artic les then 
that truly planted seeds within. 
Now, I find that your magazine Is 
a necessary part of my spiritual 
life." - W. Hllchle 

Here's how you can save 50% 
on your own' subscription: 

Give 6-month trial subscriptions 
to two of your friends for Just $15, 
and you can add one full year to 
your present subscription for only 
$7.50. That's 50% off the regu lar 
renewal price- our thanks to you for 
helping extend this ministry. You 
can make a significant impact on 
at least two other lives while insur· 
ing another year of challenging ar· 
ticles from New Wine for yourself. 
So do something nice for your 
friends and yourself: Give New 
Wine- and save! This offer expires 
Aug. 31 , 1985. 

TO ORDER, USE THE CONVENIENT REPLY CARD OR SEE THE ORDER FORM ON PAGE 19. 


