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EDITORIAL

Resolving the conflict all Christians face

Where Is Your

Mind Set?

BY DICK LEGGATT

re most people's minds
at war with God? The
answer to that question,

as Larry Christenson explains in
his feature article, is unfortunate-
ly “yes."” At very best, the answer
is “‘probably.” But here is the en-
couraging news—that answer can
change. Our minds can be at
peace with God. It all depends
upon our mind-set—particularly
where our minds are set.

Where is your mind set? In
examining that question from a
scriptural perspective, we find
an excellent insight on the role
of our minds in our walk with
the Lord in Romans chapter 8:

For the mind set on the flesh
is death, but the mind set on
the Spirit is life and peace,
because the mind set on the
flesh is hostile toward [at war
with] God (vv. 6-7 NAS, italics
mine),

The key factor with the mind
is the location of its focus—
whether on the flesh or on the
Spirit. What Paul is telling us is
that when our mind is linked
with the Spirit of God, rather
than the flesh, the war between
the mind and God is ended, bring-
ing life and peace,

It's obvious from Scripture
that God wants no conflict with
our minds. He wants them at
peace with Him so that He can
use them, The men on the road
to Emmaus serve as a good ex-
ample. In talking with those
men, who were in a state of con-
fusion following the crucifixion,
Jesus laid a careful foundation
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in their minds, explaining the
scriptures about Himself from
Moses and the prophets onward,
burning those truths into their
hearts and minds, so that final-
ly, as he broke and blessed the
bread, their eyes were opened and
they knew (see Luke 24:13-31).
Something was transmitted
through their minds by the
Spirit of the living Jesus which
was to change them forever.
They had the exact experience
that Paul prayed in regard to all
of God's people: *“.. .that the
eyes of your heart may be
enlightened, so that you may
know...” (Eph, 1:18 NAS,
italics mine). God wants us to
know, with a mind set on the
Spirit, so that we can have life
and peace.

In actual fact, however, if our
minds are set on the Spirit, one
conflict will be unavoidable for
us—the one Larry Christenson
addresses in his excellent article.
It is the conflict between the
Christian’s mind-set and the
world view of those who, in their

foolish thinking, have excluded
the reality of God’s supernatural
intervention in the affairs of
men.

The great Christian thinker
Francis Schaeffer, who recently
went to be with the Lord, makes
reference to this battle of mind-
sets and world views in his final
book, The Great Evangelical
Disaster:

This conflict takes two forms.
The first of these has to do
with the way we think—the
ideas we have and the way we
view the world. The second has
to do with the way we live and
act. Both of these conflicts—
in the area of ideas and in the
area of actions—are important;
and in both areas Bible-
believing Christians find them-
selves locked in battle with the
surrounding culture of our
day....It is a life and death
conflict between the spiritual
hosts of wickedness and those
who claim the name of Christ.
It is a conflict on the level of
ideas between two fundamen-
tally opposed views of truth
and reality. It is a conflict on
the level of actions between a
complete moral perversion and
chaos and God’s absolutes.

That conflict is the inevitable
result when there is a confronta-
tion between the mind set on the
Spirit of God and the mind set
on the flesh.

Is your mind at war with
God? It is a critical issue for us
as Christians to address, for in
the end it will determine not on-
ly our world view but the actions
we take as a result of our mind-
set. We trust our feature article,
as well as the other material in
this month’'s New Wine, will be
helpful and stimulating, and
that as you read it with a mind
set on the Spirit of God, the re-
sult for you will be life and
peace. [
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOIR

Dear New Wine

Still a Conqueror

Imagine my surprise when a
neighbor who receives New
Wine read to me page thirty-five
of the April issue! The article,
“Still More Than Conquerors,”
by Don Basham mentioned my
work in building the Kingdom.

Now after more than fifty
years of blindness 1 still don't
look on it as a handicap, but
rather as an asset. It has been
especially so in my thirty-five
years of counseling. I will be
eighty-nine my next birthday
this July. God has blessed me
with good health, I don't feel
more than seventy. I can say
with St. Paul that by the grace
of God, "'l am what I am.”

Thirty-three years ago, while
a minister at Boundary Church,
I established a breakfast club
with 12 dedicated men. The club
has now more than 125. I will be
speaking there the first Satur-
day of next month, probably on
the subject ‘“Let Go and Let
God."”

May God continue to bless you
and the New Wine Magazine
staff.

Rev. C. Edwin Seymour
Gaithersburg, MO

The Way I See It

I've been reading New Wine
for almost twelve years and al-
most without fail at least one ar-
ticle touches me right where I'm
at. But I want to thank you now
for Brother Don Basham's '“The
Way I See It."

From the way I responded to
life before I came to the Lord,
and from the bad choices I made
then, I find the biggest hurdle in
my Christian walk is to believe
that 1 am worthwhile to anyone,
including God. Although I know
better, and He has shown me
times without number that He
loves me, I still find it next to
impossible to walk in a daily
knowledge of that love.

I said all that to say that
every time | read one of Don’s
articles, God is able to chip away
a little of the cold shell of un-
belief that seems to hold my
heart. Don shares so clearly and
intimately about the love be-
tween him and his Father that I
can't help but believe that if
God loves my brother Don, who
is so willing to share about his
humanness and his need for God,
so much then He must love me
too with all my imperfections.

Thanks, Brother Don, from a
younger sister who is learning to
see it the way you see it.

Sandy Curry
Oklahoma City, OK

Growing Up With New Wine

Upon your recent fifteenth
anniversary, | would like to cite
a few examples of how your mag-
azine was providential in my life
over the last few years.

[ have grown up with New
Wine. It has been coming to my
house since | was in junior high
school. It has always been time-
ly and a strong supplement to
my personal growth in the Lord.
It has blessed and inspired our
family numerous times.

Your two-part series on hu-
manism came right before I en-
tered college. I did not know
what humanism was or who was
behind it. Besides giving me
much information, my interest
was piqued and I did more re-
search on the subject. During
my freshman year, I was able to
stand firm and confident in my
faith in Christ and declare in
class an alternative for my friends
and professors.

Your issues on the media in
1981 and 1982 came when I be-
gan to perceive that God wanted
me to prepare for a career in
journalism to, as John Stanko
put it, “leaven’ the newspaper
medium.

Your constant emphasis on how
to build relationships has been
very helpful. Your international
feature is also helpful in that it
keeps us informed concerning
the state of our brothers and
sisters abroad and helps us in-
tercede for them intelligently.

Rick Brunson
Orlando, FL

Grip Is Needed
Thank you for the article by
Charles Swindoll, ‘‘Strengthen-
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ing Your Grip on Encourage-
ment.”' It's truly needed in the
body of Christ.
Dolores Dover
Elmhurst, 1L

A Timely Provision

Don Basham's article “Super-
natural Provision” (April) couldn't
have been more timely. I returned
from work with another '‘diminu-
tive'' check, our business having
consumed most of the revenue we
earned. Our rent check was riding
the “NSF Express,”” and my
faith was suddenly hidden by
several layers of anxiety. The
Lord drew me to the feature arti-

cle through the strength and .

beauty of the cover design and
title.

Because of its familiarity, it's
sometimes easy to subconsciously
dismiss the phrase “God will pro-
vide,”” but broken down to 'six
biblical ways of provision,” it
comes alive again, Or so it did
for me, and faith and hope filled
me again, That evening at our
house fellowship, the Lord rein-
forced His encouragement through
one of Brother Bob Mumford's
tapes (he mentioned not being
able to pay the rent and having
an anxiety attack), and my wife
and I are higher on the “‘grace-
struggle scale” than we've been
before,

Stewart Duncan
Vancouver, B.C.

A Help for Babes

As a prison inmate, | thank
you for putting out a magazine
that is a tool in the Lord's
hands, helping babes and youth
in Christ understand various doc-
trinal issues, As a chaplain's as-
sistant, I daily hear arguments
between the “‘Spirit-filled” and
the more conservative, but I've
also seen unity come about as the
brothers take the time to debate,
in love, the pros and cons and
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then go to the truth, God's
Word, for the right answer.

Clyde O. Johnson
Monroe, WA

The Call for Unity

Greetings in the name of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I
thank God for the opportunity
to write to you. I am most grate-
ful to you for your continual sup-
ply of New Wine Magazine. It
has been a source of encour-
agement and inspiration to me. I
am thrilled about the January
issue, especially the interview
with Brother Kenneth Copeland
dwelling on the unity of be-
lievers. I must confess that a
spirit of disunity as a result of
doctrinal beliefs has also been a
problem in my country. I am op-
timistic that with the call by our
brother for unity amongst be-
lievers, we’ll really build up a
strong, united force to face our
enemy.

My prayer is that God should
continue to use this magazine to
reach out to many who are lost,
and it should also be a basis for
uniting and strengthening Chris-
tians who are weak,

God bless you,

Emmanuel Neizer
Accra, Ghana

Please address all letters to
“Dear New Wine,"' P.O. Box Z,
Mobile, AL 36616.
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< Is Your Mind
at War With
God?

BY LARRY CHRISTENSON

S The all-important choice we face: Society's
i mind-set versus God's perspective

he following article is

adapted from an Interna-

tional Consultation of Lu-
theran Renewal Leaders, edited
by Larry Christenson, and slated
to be published in book form in
1985,

A pastor in a Lutheran con-
gregation that had begun to
experience some charismatic phe-
nomena announced an informa-
tion meeting for members who
had expressed misgivings about
these things. The pastor pre-
sented a brief Bible study show-

ing that healing, speaking in
tongues, and prophecy were
common to the experience of the
early Church. Some members
who had recently come into char-
ismatic experiences shared their
testimonies.

As the questioning and dis-
cussion got under way, one of
the members who had been up-
set by these goings-on said,
“Pastor, it's supernatural and
that's what scares us!”’

It would be hard to over-
estimate the significance of this
simple statement from a dis-
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turbed church member. In seven
words she put her finger on per-
haps the most disturbing aspect
of the charismatic renewal: It
challenges the reigning world
view of our culture, naturalism.

Naturalism, according to the
dictionary definition, is ‘‘the
philosophical doctrine denying
that anything in reality has a
supernatural significance; specif-
ically, the doctrine that scientific
laws account for all phenomena.
In theology it is the denial of the
miraculous and supernatural in
religion, and the rejection of
revelation as a means of attaining
truth,'

The Influence of Naturalism
The influence of naturalism is
so widespread in modern Western
culture that it scarcely requires
documentation. Its effect upon
the Church has been enormous.,
Rudolf Bultmann, probably the

verse, He does not acknowl-
edge miracles because they do
not fit into this lawful order.
When a strange or marvelous
accident occurs, he does not
rest until he has found a ra-
tional cause. The contrast
between the ancient world-
view of the Bible and the
modern world-view is the con-
trast between two ways of
thinking, the mythological and
the scientific....the world
view of the Scripture is mytho-
logical and is therefore unac-
ceptable to modern man whose
thinking has been shaped by
science and is therefore no
longer mythological. . . . No-
body reckons with direct in-
tervention of transcendent
powers.®

The Biblical World-View
In the pages of the Bible, as
biblical scholar Ben Johnson has

Forty-nine percent of the New
Testament is "contaminated” with
happenings that do not fit into
naturalism’s world view.

His holy angels, through His
Spirit by which He inspires
people to prophesy, that He
reveals Himself to people in
dreams and visions, as well as
through natural means (clouds,
fire, etc.). It believes that He
acts through signs and won-
ders, that he intends the per-
fection of the world and His
people, and that He will finally

most influential Lutheran theo-
logian of his generation, wrote,
“The forces and laws of nature
have been discovered, and there-
fore we can't believe in ‘spir-
its'. . . whether good or evil."* He
saw with great clarity that the
issue at stake was that of our
world view:

Modern man acknowledges as
reality only such phenomena
or events as are comprehensi-
ble within the framework of
the rational order of the uni-

ably shown, we encounter quite
another world view.

That world view holds that
the universe has been created
by God by an act of will, that
Jesus Christ is His preexis-
tent Son, that the universe
consists of both visible and
invisible creatures, among
them angels, demons, princi-
palities, and powers. It be-
lieves that God is present in
His creation in a variety of
ways, among them through

come again in power to set
things right. Specifically con-
cerning His Son Jesus Christ,
it believes that He was born of
a virgin, taught with author-
ity, did miracles and exor-
cisms, raised the dead, walked
on water, and was Himself
raised from the dead after an
atoning death.*

No one can set this summary
of the biblical world-view along-
side a definition of naturalism

continued on page 10
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Bob Mumford
is coming to
Minneapolis

for

The 13th International
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the Holy Spirit

August 15-19, 1984
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The International Lutheran
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at the meetings
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HOUSIng— Please make your own arrangements
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ty along with the nights you'll need housing, when
you will arrive, and if you'll need transportation from
your housing to the auditorium to

Housing

International Lutheran Renewal Center

Box 13055

St. Paul, Minnesota 55113

2:30 p.m.




Mind

continued from page 8

without seeing at once an irrecon-
cilable conflict. To accept the
presuppositions of naturalism is
to deny the presuppositions of
the Bible, and vice versa. Any
talk of biblical authority must
begin by recognizing that the
mind of modern Western man is
at war with God, and the bat-
tlefield is the adequacy of the
biblical world-view.

Two World Views in Conflict
Many people, and not a few

theologians, have shied away

from the starkness of this con-

frontation. Some Christians have
dealt with the conflict by surren-
dering the question of world
view to naturalism without a
struggle and reducing the sphere
of biblical authority simply to a
belief system regarding salvation.

But the gospel cannot be re-
duced to a belief system, though
unfortunately that is what it has
become for many, and thereby a
living faith has become a lifeless
doctrine. The gospel is preemi-
nently history—the record of
what God has done and is doing
in the world and among the peo-
ple whom He has created. And
therefore it is impossible to

speak meaningfully about *‘the
gospel” without becoming in-
volved in questions of world
view.

Consider a few things recorded
in Seripture. Jesus spent time
teaching moral and spiritual
truths, and people who operate
within a naturalistic framework
handle that quite well. But
Jesus also spent time healing
the sick by nonmedical means,
casting demons out of people,
and performing a variety of mi-
raculous acts, such as turning
water into wine, walking on
water, and raising the dead. And
these kinds of things were not

—

Profile

&

arry Christenson, a

segments ‘of Chris-
tianity for his book The Chris-
tian Family, a benchmark for
family living. In this 1970
classic, Christenson laid out
the foundation necessary for a
successful home,

In addition to his book,
Christenson has greatly im-
pacted the charismatic move-

ment within the Lutheran
Church as a conference speak-
er, helping pastors and lay
leaders experience and share
the charismatic renewal.
Chnatanson is currently

a book that will give a
broa ased theological and
pastoral perspective on the
charismatic renewal. His arti-
cle, “Is Your Mind at War
With God?'' is an excerpt
from that book,

Since 1983, Christenson has
been director of the Interna-
tional Lutheran Renewal Cen-
ter in St. Paul, Minnesota, an
organization dedicated to the
spread of spiritual renewal
within the Lutheran Church.

The center, which serves
the Lutheran Church in the
United States and abroad,
sponsors seminars and confer-
ences for pastors, researches
theology, communicates with
church officials on the renewal,
publishes literature, and pro-
duces tapes.

Through the center’'s semi-
nars and conferences, pastors
are trained to implement the
renewal in their congregations.

Their next scheduled meet-
ing is the International Lu-
theran Conference on the Holy
Spirit, a gathering focused on
unity, which will be held in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, Au-
gust 15 through 19. Christen-
son and Bob Mumford will be
two of the featured speakers
at that conference.

Christenson and his wife,
Nordis, have four children,
and live in St. Paul. ()
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limited to the ministry of Jesus:
His disciples also healed, cast
out demons, and performed mir-
acles. The New Testament has
7,957 verses, of which 3,874 (49
percent) are “‘contaminated’’ with
happenings that do not fit into
naturalism’s world view. When
two world views that are opposed
to one another come into conflict

ported into the Church through
the prodigious theological work of
Thomas Aquinas in the thirteenth
century and has remained the
reigning epistemology of Western
culture to the present day. Aqui-
nas steered a careful detour
around the idea that man could
have direct contact with spiritual
realities, and Western culture has
largely followed his lead.
Although Western culture grad-
ually broke with the Church’s un-
derstanding of the universe after
the Copernican revolution, it
maintained the same epistemo-
logical framework. It dismissed
any knowing except what comes
through sense experience and
reason. The parade of thinkers in-
side and outside the Church who
helped shape the modern Western

modern thought,"’ said that only
those ideas that could be proven
true by reason could be ac-
cepted. This is naturalism in a
nutshell.

Charles Darwin came up with
the theory that life evolved upon
the earth over millions of years
by a process of ‘‘natural selec-
tion.” Across the spectrum of
Western culture this has become
a widely believed ‘‘scientific ac-
count’’ of the way in which all
forms of life on the earth came
into being, an account that re-
quires no reference to God.

For our purposes it is particu-
larly helpful to observe the episte-
mology of naturalism in relation
to Darwinian evolution because it
illustrates how tenaciously a
world view is clung to even in the

We can't understand the New
Testament Church unless we break
out of the straight jacket of naturalism
and take seriously the dynamic
manifestations of the Holy Spirit.,

something has to give.

The Issue: Epistemology

The issue we must come to
grips with in regard to a world
view is that of epistemology.
Epistemology has to do with ac-
quiring and validating knowl-
edge. In other words, ""How do 1
come into possession of valid
knowledge?'" More simply, “How
do I know what I know?"

The naturalistic mind-set of
Western culture has its roots in
the epistemology of Aristotle.
Aristotle taught that man re-
ceives direct knowledge only
through sense experience and rea-
son, This epistemology was im-
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mind varied their content and
field of interest, but were
astonishingly unified in cling-
ing to the old epistemology—
Descartes, Hobbes, Hume, Kant,
Hegel, Schleiermacher, Kierke-
gaard, Nietzsche, Husserl, Hei-
degger, Barth, Bonhoeffer,
Bultmann, Tillich. To a man they
were skeptical of the possibility of
any direct encounter with non-
physical (spiritual) reality such as
we read about in the New Testa-
ment. The impact of Aristotle-
Aquinas philosophy upon West-
ern culture has been enormous.

Naturalism in a Nutshell
Descartes, ‘‘the father of

face of contrary evidence. The
progress of modern science has
been brutally unkind to Darwin's
world view. Thoroughgoing evo-
lutionists have a difficult time of
it today even within the scien-
tific community.

Even Julian Huxley, himself
an evolutionist, reckoned that
the odds against a higher organ-
ism such as man coming into be-
ing through the process that
Darwin suggested are an im-
probability of the same order of
magnitude as that of a monkey
with a typewriter producing the
works of Shakespeare. Yet the
basic presuppositions of natural-
ism remain intact, illustrating the
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fact that an entrenched world-
view will not be readily set aside.
Naturalism came on the scene

ing God in a realistic, objective
way.
In a culture dominated by nat-

God is not a God of caprice who
changes His world or His own way of
working in it to conform to our latest
philosophical or theological fad.

offering a reasoned explanation
for life. It is not likely to quit the
stage without a struggle.

Breaking Out of Naturalism

Emil Brunner, in his book The
Misunderstandings of the Church,
recognized that we cannot right-
ly understand the Church of the
New Testament unless we break
out of the straight jacket of
naturalism and take seriously
the dynamic manifestations of
the Holy Spirit."

Episcopalian theologian Mor-
ton Kelsey makes a similar
point. ‘‘Man is not only in touch
with the space-time or material
world [which he perceives with
his physical senses]|. . . he is also
in touch with a non-space-time
or sgpiritual world, which is in-
dependent of the individual.”

According to Kelsey, the only
large group of Christians who
take seriously the idea of a direct
encounter are the Pentecostals
and the Charismatics, ‘‘and they
have come in for derision from
every side.""*

While naturalism rules out
the possibility of God’'s inter-
vention in the world, calling at-
tention to divine intervention
forces us to part company with
naturalism and relate to the liv-
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uralism, the supernatural as-
pects of the biblical revelation
remind us that God is a living,
intervening God; it is not an idea
about God but God Himself with
whom we have to do.

A Renewal of Faith

Biblical faith is more than my
subjective response to a doctrine
or an idea about God. Faith in-
volves a joining of my life to the
life of God in Jesus Christ,
through the working of the Holy
Spirit. The present-day charismat-
ic renewal is precisely a renewal
of faith in God who intervenes in
our everyday life. While some
theologies call for accommodating
the biblical revelation to the
naturalistic presuppositions of
modern man, the charismatic
renewal is saying that the
Church must abandon its efforts
to tailor God to fit the presup-
positions of a world view that
dismisses out of hand things
that Scripture presents with the
greatest seriousness,

The charismatic renewal is
challenging the Church to pro-
claim to this generation a Lord
who is the same yesterday and
today and forever (see Hebrews
13:8). He is not a God of caprice
who changes His world or His

own way of working in it to con-
form to our latest philosophical
or theological fad. He is the God
who has revealed Himself in
Scripture, the God who inter-
venes and encounters people in
the real and everyday world, in
ways and by means that He
Himself determines, and to
which Scripture bears faithful
and accurate testimony.

This is the great challenge
that the charismatic renewal
presents to our generation. It is,
at the same time, the one great
hope of the Church and the
world! 0
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IN MEMORIAM

A Tribute fo

Francis

Schaeffer

A STAFF REPORT

In honor of a great man of God

hen Francis A. Schaef-
fer died May 15, 1984,
the Christian world

lost a major philosopher, author,
theologian, and spokesman.
Schaeffer had fought a cou-
rageous and inspiring battle
against cancer since 1979.
When his doctors first dis-
covered the extent of his sick-
ness, they did not give him long
to live, but the Lord in His
graciousness allowed Schaeffer
to remain with us much longer

than they had projected—a
special gift from God to further
strengthen the Church.

During his illness, Dr. Schaef-
fer continued his ministry with
fervor, adding two major books
to the outstanding works al-
ready authored by him. Those
books, A Christian Manifesto,
outlining the Christian's respon-
sibility to stand in the midst of a
declining, hostile society, and
The Great Evangelical Disaster,
exposing the tolerant attitude
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toward humanism prevalent
among Christians today, will be
an important part of his legacy
to the Church. In recent years,
he has also given a number of
important addresses and has ap-
peared in various publications,
including New Wine, most re-
cently in the February 1982 and
October 1983 issues.

Some of Dr., Schaeffer’s twenty-
one other books include, The God
Who Is There, Escape From Rea-
son, How Shall We Then Live?
and Whatever Happened to the
Human Race? which was also a
popular film series produced by
his eldest son, Franky, dealing
with the crucial topics of abor-
tion, infanticide, and euthanasia,
and their incursion into society.

Schaeffer’'s wife and children
remain as excellent testimonies
of his belief in the sanctity and
importance of the family. His
wife, Edith, has written many
books, one of which is The
Tapestry, a biography of her life
and Schaeffer's. Their four chil-
dren and their spouses are all in
full-time Christian work around
the world, including continuing
their father's work at L'Abri, a
fellowship in Switzerland that
has touched the lives of count-
less Christians.

One of Schaeffer's favorite
themes was that Christians
should pay the price for their
Christianity by striving to make
an impact on the society around
them. “Each of us must be will-
ing,"” he told New Wine readers
in February 1982, “to pay the
price of commitment to the liv-
ing God in our own profession
and sphere of responsibility, re-
gardless of what that price may
be. When we are willing to pay
that price, then we will truly be
living on the cutting edge."”

We honor this man who lived
at the cutting edge and made
such a difference in our society
and our lives. We will miss
him, ©
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he following article is
condensed from a speech
given by Billy Graham

to college students attending KC

83, a Campus Crusade for Christ

conference, last December in Kan-

sas City, Missouri.

“These that have turned the
world upside down are come
hither also’’ (Acts 17:6),

The famous novelist Lloyd
Douglas coined the phrase “Mag-
nificent Obsession!"

The early apostles had a mag-
nificent obsession to turn the
world upside down with their
message,

The people of Jesus’ day ac-
cused Him of being “‘beside Him-
self,” Governor Festus said to the
Apostle Paul after listening to
him speak: “You are out of your
mind, Paul!...Your great learn-
ing is driving you insane” (Acts
26:24 NIV), But Paul had an
obsession,

Paul said:

For whether we be beside our-
selves, it is to God: or whether
we be sober, it is for your
cause. For the love of Christ
constraineth us (2 Cor. 5:13-14)

He also said:

Knowing therefore the terror
of the Lord, we persuade
men. . . . We are ambassadors
for Christ, as though God did
beseech you by us...be ye
reconciled to God (vv. 11, 20).

Think of the glorious daring of
those early apostles. Little won-
der that the world called them
mad. Paul was satisfied with
nothing less than taking the gos-
pel to the whole world, including
Rome—the capital of the world.

The Torch Is Passed On
The apostles had magnificent
obsessions indeed—every one of
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them. Who could understand
their zeal? They carried the flam-
ing truths of the gospel far and
wide, reckoning nothing of peril
or reproach. They surmounted ob-
stacles, overcame difficulties,
and endured persecution. That
was their answer to Christ's
command—the magnificent ob-
session of obeying God's com-
mand. These men and women of
the past have handed on to us a
torch., We too must have their
obsession. We must dare to be-
lieve God for even greater things
in the rest of this decade. Let us
get on with this obsession with a
new dedication and fervor that
we have never known before,

It is my prayer that this mag-
nificent obsession—the love of
God in Christ—will so constrain
you that you will offer to serve
His cause, to march under His
flag, to surrender yourself to the
lordship of Christ, to use your
gifts in His service.

It is my prayer that we will
represent Christ with a fervor
that will put all worldly enthu-
siasm to shame.

There are four things I want

you to consider.

Our Commission to Go

First is the command we
have. It comes from the Lord
Jesus Christ. Just before His
ascension, He said:

“But ye shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you: and ye shall
be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea,
and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth”
(Acts 1:8).

This command is recorded at
least five times in one form or
another. Some scholars believe
that Jesus repeated it over and
over again to His disciples. He
said to the maniac of Gadara,
“Go home to thy friends, and
tell them how great things the
Lord hath done for thee' (Mk,
5:19). He elsewhere said: “‘Go
out quickly into the streets and
into the lanes'; '‘go into the
town'’; “‘go thou and preach the
kingdom of God'’; *‘go ye into all
the world." In fact, we might

Since 1940, Billy Graham has boldly proclaimed the Word of God.




say that Jesus really had only
two verbs in His vocabulary. One
was come and the other was go.

Thus we are people under au-
thority. We go because we have
been sent. 1f you have accepted
Jesus Christ as your Savior and
made Him Lord of your life, you
have to take seriously His com-
mand. Is Christ really Lord of
your life? Have you submitted
your will to Him? Then what
will you do with His command
to go into all the world and pro-
claim the gospel? We go because
we are sent.

A Message of Hope

Second, consider the message
we proclaim, Time after time in
Church history the message has
been blunted, watered down, di-
luted. It has lost its power. But
time after time the Church re-
covers its message and contin-
ues the spread of the gospel, and
continues to grow.

The early apostles had no
doubt about their message, ‘‘Nei-
ther is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved"
(Acts 4:12).

God has a great message He
wants to deliver to the world. It
is a message of hope, He says, "I
love you. I want you to come
back into fellowship with Me, I
want you to be reconciled to Me.
I will forgive you. I will give you
eternal life, I gave My Son to die
on the cross and shed His blood
for you, He was raised from the
dead, He is coming back as Lord
of lords and King of kings."
There is hope. This is good news
to a despairing world, Have you
said yes to Him?

Wherever We Go

Third is the people we are to
reach. Jesus said, ‘'Beginning at
Jerusalem.. . to all nations,”
They were surprised when He
mentioned Jerusalem first, be-
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Campus Crusade for Chnst

Billy Graham challenged seven-
teen thousand college students at
a Campus Crusade for Christ con-
ference to be witnesses for Christ
wherever they go.

cause that's where they had cru-
cified Him. But Jesus loved
Jerusalem and He loved the peo-
ple of Jerusalem. Your Jerusa-
lem is where you live. When
Jesus had transformed the
demon-possessed man of the
Gadarenes, the man wanted to
follow Jesus from that moment
on wherever He went, But Jesus
said, ''Go home to thy friends,
and tell them how great things
the Lord hath done for thee.”
The world that our Lord is talk-

streets, on the campus, on the
planes, in the buses, to your
next-door neighbor. It is my
prayer that many of you will be
willing to say, “I'll go where
You want me to go, and be what
You want me to be; whether in
America or abroad, Lord, I am
willing."'

Wherever I go throughout the
world I am finding a receptivity
to the gospel on a scale I have
not known in my many years of
evangelism. The fields are white
unto harvest, but I warn you—
harvest time is always brief.
Jesus warned that the night is
coming when no man can labor.

God's Explosive Power

Fourth is the power we have
been promised. A few years ago
there was a picture in Life mag-
azine that showed a straw which
had penetrated a light pole dur-
ing a tornado. I asked myself
how such a fragile straw could
penetrate a light pole. It was
because ‘‘the power'' of the wind
which was driving it was so
tremendous, Christ has prom-
ised a power far greater than
that. He said, "I will send the
Holy Spirit upon you''—wind
and fire, There are twenty-three
Hebrew and Greek words in the
Bible translated '‘power.”” The

To serve God is costly, but the rewards
are overwhelming in this life and the

ife to come.

ing about includes the psycho-
logical and the sociological
world. It includes the world of
the school, business, govern-
ment, labor.

1 would like to challenge you
to be a witness for Christ wher-
ever you go: in the shops, on the

one Jesus uses here means ‘‘the
explosive power of God."”

Our power comes from the
Holy Spirit. The Spirit prepares
hearts. The Spirit guides us. The
Spirit gives us boldness. The
Spirit has given us the Word of
God. The Spirit gives us wis-
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Campus Crusade for Christ

Some [ifteen thousand students attending the Campus Crusade conference
spent a day of outreach distributing donated food and helping the needy.

dom, The Spirit alone can bring
conviction and faith. Therefore
we are dependent on Him. Our
“mission” will never be accom-
plished by organization or
methods alone. It will be ac-
complished by the power of the
Holy Spirit through us. Jesus
said, "'If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross daily, and
follow me'" (Lk. 9:23). Christ asks
you to renounce your plans, your
goals, your ambitions, your mo-
tives. He asks you to put first
His plans, His goals, as your top
priority. He asks that your am-
bitions and motives become His.

Paying the Price

In the New Testament, the
word Christian is used only three
times: in Acts 11:26; Acts 26:28;
and 1 Peter 4:16. In each of
these occasions there is the idea
of suffering and persecution in
the background. To serve Him is
costly—but the rewards are
overwhelming in this life and the
life to come.

In the latter part of the last
century there was at Cambridge
University a wealthy, highly-
educated athlete. He was prob-
ably one of the greatest cricket
players of his day. His name was
C.T. Studd. His father was a
friend of Queen Victoria, and
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was one of Britain's foremost
owners of racehorses. D.L. Moody
went to Cambridge, and there
was a great spiritual awakening,
as a result of which C.T. Studd
was converted. He resigned
from the celebrated Cambridge
Eleven Cricket Team, and led
the “Cambridge Seven' as fron-
tier missionaries—a movement
that was to trigger one of the
most momentous movements of
modern missions. Reflecting on
what made him do it, C.T. Studd
said: "If Jesus Christ be God
and died for me, no sacrifice can
be too great for me to make for
Him."

God is calling upon you to
submit to the lordship of Christ
and say, "I surrender all. All to
Jesus 1 surrender.”

Called to the Battle

You have the only message
that can transform our world,
You have the greatest power at
your disposal in which to deliver
that message. Jesus said, ‘‘The
harvest is ripe."' I challenge you
to go into the harvest fields of
the world. Jesus said:

“Whosoever will save his life
shall lose it; but whosoever
shall lose his life for my sake
and the gospel's, the same
shall save it"" (Mk. 8:35).

God is not calling us to a play-
ground or a sports arena. He is
calling us to a battleground.
God has promised us His full re-
sources in the battle.

Many of you have heard the
story about the famous organ at
the Cathedral of Freiburg in
Germany. The man who had
played it for many years had
become too old. One day a
stranger came in and asked if he
could play the organ. The old
man said, ‘‘No. I am the only one
allowed to play this organ.” The
stranger persisted, and finally the
old man gave in. The stranger
began to play music more beau-
tiful than the old organist had
ever heard. His eyes began to fill
with tears, and at the end he
asked the stranger, “What is
your name?” The answer came
back: “My name is Felix Men-
delssohn.” The old man told the
story over and over, and he
would always end by shaking his
head and saying, ‘“To think I
almost did not allow the world's
greatest master to play on this
organ.”

Are you an instrument in
God's hands? 1s He asking to sit
at the keyboard of your life? You
could be on the verge of missing
God's great call. But if you an-
swer yes to Him, it will bring ful-
fillment, joy, and peace in this
life and glorious rewards in the
life to.come.

Billy Graham has been in the
ministry for more than forty years
and has reached millions around
the world with the gospel of Jesus
Christ. He is the author of eleven
books, including Peace With God
and Approaching Hoofbeats: The
Four Horsemen of the Apoca-
lypse. Graham resides in Mon-
treat, North Carolina, with his
wife, Ruth,

1983 Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association
Used by permission.




NATIONAL INTEGRITY FORUM
presents

“WE MUST ACT NOW!"”

A NATIONAL AFFAIRS BRIEFING . Washington, D.C.
August 9-11, 1984

) I } 1ie Christian values that have shaped our Here are some of the many speakers you
nation's history have rapidly eroded. Chris-  will hear

tians have vacated many areas of our national |

life. Into this vacuum has come the rising tide of
secular humanism. We are no longer able to
avoid the intense opposition to biblical values
and principles. Jesus said, ''Occupy until I
come.”" Our freedom is at stake. We must act
now.

It Is Time to Arise

Many Christians are awakening to God's £ A
call to impact our society, but many more must Robert Dugan, R. J. Rushdoony, John Beckett, pres
also become involved if we are to succeed. Ed-  Rbi i, Nationat stomrirkon g ol oo oot
mund Burke once said, ""All it takes for evil to fesierine Ingtitutes of Biblical Law
yrosper is for good men to do nothing."' It is time
}nr n[mn and \:nmcn of God to rise ﬁnd be done and O_ther
with lesser things. prominent
Power-Packed Conference congressional

Will you be among those who act now to re- and
store our country's integrity? If so, plan to attend A
this power-packed, three-day conference in Christian
Washington, D.C. leaders
You Wl" Lcar,n A‘b,out John Whitehead, Connie Marshner,

1. Secular humanism's impact on our govern- president of Rutherford director of the Child and
ment and what can be done to stop it e g i v et

2. How to pray effectively for our government

3. Our responsibilities as Christian citizens, ac-

cording to Scripture . INFORMATION
4. How to make your views known to your  [ocation: Capitol Hill Hyatt Regency Hotel,
elected officials Washingtonr D.C.

5. In-depth updates on critical issues, such as Hotel Rates: $60 single and double, $80 quad.

abortion, school prayer, IRS-Church conflicts,  Schedule: 7:00 p.m. August 9 through 7:00 p.m. August 11
Christians and the courts, and many other issues Regisgralion; $35 one person, $50 husband and wife

and that is not all. . . Comé)lete details on hotel registration and conference
There will be a special briefing in the schedule will be sent following receipt of registration
White House from administration officials  application.
on Friday afternoon. (Space is limited.) For additional information: (703) 471-0745
BT T T T L S R O T T BRI e o= T I T = T
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION APPLICATION
| Name: Social Security Number:
{as appears on birth certificate for White House security clearance)
Spouse’s Name: Social Security Number:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
II Phone:( | Check One:
I [] $35 registration for one person
| [ Yes, I would like to attend the White House briefing. [ $50 registration for husban_d and wife )
|  Number attending () Enclose check payable to National Integrity
| Forum. Send to: National Integrity Forum
l 11250 Roger Bacon Drive #10
: ©\© Registration deadline is July 20, 1984. Reston, VA 22090
|
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TESTIMONY

“Do You Need a
Miracle?”

BY KATHY KOVACS

Kathy Kovacs knew answering yes to that question was her only hope.

ur story starts with a
very unfortunate incident
—an abortion. Back in
1969, before my husband, Dave,
and 1 were married, 1 became
pregnant. Because of our pride
and the pressure of our circum-
stances, we had an abortion
done, and that gave Satan a
significant foothold in our lives.
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Whatever a man sows, this he
will also reap” (Gal. 6:7 NAS).
This we found to be true. Later,
when Dave and [ were married,
we began to think we were in
control of our lives, but within
a year circumstances proved
otherwise.
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She was dying of lupus.

I began to have some physical
problems and Dave, a medical in-
tern, recognized symptoms that
indicated some type of serious
disease. A series of tests even-
tually proved what Dave sus-
pected. I had an incurable
disease called systemic lupus
erythematosus, which causes
the body's defense system to re-
gard parts of the body as for-
eign. As a result, the body then
manufactures antibodies against
its own tissues, adversely affect-
ing primarily the kidneys, lungs,
and brain.

On the advice of a specialist,
Dave did not tell me I had lupus;
instead he waited and hoped

that the medicine would help me
go into remission, knowing all
the while the usual prognosis for
lupus—five to ten years left to
live, if that.

Starting a Family

For a while, everything seemed
all right. Then [ became preg-
nant again and my body spon-
taneously aborted our second
child. As a result, we thought we
would never be able to have any
children. But despite our fears,
in September 1974, our first son,
Landon, was borm. The lupus
symptoms seemed to ease, and |
wasn't quite as sick as I had
been previously. We thought
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that things were going to be
fine—we would raise our family
and live happily ever after.

When | became pregnant for
the fourth time, however, the
specter of abortion reared its ug-
ly head once more. Shortly into
the pregnancy, our physicians
thought it might be necessary
for us to abort this child to save
my life. But Dave and I decided
we would try to deliver this baby
at all costs. We didn't want to
repeat our earlier mistake.

Thank God, our second son,
Blake, was born healthy in July
1976. 1 made it through that
pregnancy, and everything held
together for about six weeks after
Blake's delivery. After that, how-
ever, the disease seemed to take
over completely.

A Hideous Disease

At that point, I still didn't
know I had lupus, although I
had many of the symptoms. I
was experiencing severe arthrit-
ic pain and extreme fatigue. My
kidneys were failing, and I had
five skin diseases primarily on
my face, including warts so
thick and dense that they over-
lapped in areas. For me to say I
had fifty warts on one eyelid
would be no exaggeration.

When Dave took me to the
doctors, I hid in the car because
I didn't want anyone to see me.
Besides the warts, my skin was
so thin and transparent all my
veins could be seen. My blood
pressure was so high that Dave
was concerned I might have a
stroke, The muscle tone in my
body disappeared. I was so weak
that when | bent down to get
something, 1 couldn't get up
unaided.

My vision also became blurry,
and my eyes were continuously
red. 1 lost almost all the hair on
my head, including my eyebrows
and my eyelashes, but at the
same time grew a downylike
beard and mustache. My chest,
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back, arms, and legs were cov-
ered with hair as well.

“Mommy Is Sick”

I was also experiencing ex-
cruciating headaches. They were
most intense during the day, but
at about two or three o'clock in
the morning they would lessen,
and before taking my second
batch of drugs to combat the
pain, I would be lucid. Because I
couldn’'t function during the
day, those early morning hours
were when I would go to where
Landon was sleeping and 1'd
say, “I'm sorry I didn't play
with you today. Mommy loves
you, but she's just too sick.,” I
would take Blake out of bed and
I'd hold him in my arms and say,
“Blake, I love you so much.
Mommy can't help it that she's
dying.” Then I would just sit
in the rocking chair and pray,
though I didn’t really know to
whom I was praying. 1 knew
that my body was dying—the
disease was out of control and
there was nothing I could do.

During this time, my mind
had been sharp, and I was count-
ing on it to get me through, but
then it began to go too. I began
to lose my memory and was
often confused. The medication
I was taking affected me so bad-

ly that I literally knew how it
felt to be psychotic. One vivid
memory I have is of constantly
wanting to bang my head against
the wall until it was bloody. I
wanted desperately for my tor-
ment to be ended one way or
another. My mind and my appear-
ance had deteriorated—two
things I had always counted on. 1
felt broken and helpless.

Turning to the Lord

It was not until everything I
had counted on was gone that I
began calling out to God in my
own primitive way. I didn’t know
Jesus Christ, but once I turned
on the television set and listened
to Oral Roberts. He said, “Do
you need a miracle that only
God can give?'’ Sitting there
alone in front of my television, I
found myself saying, ‘‘Yes."”

My mother introduced me to
some Christian friends of hers,
and they talked to me about
Jesus, During this time I heard
the salvation plan many times,
but in my drugged state I really
couldn’t comprehend it. But one
day a minister called me long-
distance. As I talked with my
unexpected caller, the Lord broke
through the haze and allowed me
to repent of many things in my
life that were not right., We
prayed together and he told me I
was healed. Then he instructed
me to tell my husband. I made
my way downstairs, my eyes red
and swollen from crying, and
told Dave what had happened,
and that God was healing me.
He thought 1 was nuts!

As we talked, one of our sons
began to fuss, and when 1 turned
to tend to him, I felt an intense
heat in my shoulders. The ar-
thritis that had been with me
since Blake's birth was imme-
diately healed! God had touched
my body, and 1 knew it. Al-
though my other symptoms re-
mained, the turning point had
come.
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In the Battle

Amazingly, although much of
my memory was gone, I was able
to retain scriptures, One passage
that strongly encouraged me was
in Isaiah chapter 53:

He was wounded for our trans-
gressions, he was bruised for
our iniquities: the chastise-
ment of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we
are healed (v. 5).

When 1 read that, I said,
“Praise God. I'm healed,” though
in the natural I looked as if I were
dying.

As | continued to feed upon
the Word of God, 1 began to
realize that there was a battle
for my life, and it was between
the kingdom of God and the
kingdom of Satan. The enemy
was trying to rob me of my life,
my husband, and my children.

The lies poured in during that
tremendous war that was to last
for two long years. The Devil

would say, '‘Kathy, you're never
going to be healthy again; you're
dying. The Bible is not true. God
is a liar.”

In response to what the Devil
was saying, I felt that the Lord
was saying to me, ‘‘Kathy, cast
down all these lies."" He showed
me how to wage war against
Satan by using the Word of God,
not in some ‘““mind over matter"’
or ‘“‘power of positive thinking"
way, but rather to claim the
truth of the Word over the lies of
Satan.

A Worsening Condition

My lab tests showed that my
condition was continuing to de-
teriorate, however, and Dave
didn't think I would make it
through the winter, But by the
end of December, more tests re-
sults showed some improvement,
despite my worsening outward
appearance. I had more warts and
more hair loss,

Because of my firm convic-
tion that what God said was
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Kathy Kovacs nearly lost her mind to lupus, but was completely healed and
went on to receive her master's degree. She is now a speech pathologist,
working primarily with special education students.
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true, I told my doctors I was
healed. Of course, they thought
I was crazy, but I didn't care.
My life depended upon my abso-
lute confidence in the truth of
God's Word.

A few months later, in the
late fall of 1977, I felt impressed
by God to stop taking the medi-
cations I was on. Stopping medi-
cation is very dangerous, and I
don't recommend that a person
do it inadvisedly. However, I
knew God was leading me to do
it,and Hegave me a real peace in
my heart.

I told Dave what 1 felt God
had directed me to do, and asked
him what he thought. He said,
“Kathy, if you're really healed,
there's nothing to be afraid of,
but if you're not, you'll die.”
Dave was still an unbeliever at
this time, but what he said
seemed to confirm the step I
sensed God directing me to take.

When I stopped taking my
medication, my fatigue was im-
mediately healed. Then my hair
started coming in, and my eye-
brows and eyelashes began to
grow. The beard and mustache
started going away and my mus-
cle tone began to return,

My condition continued to
improve, but by January 1978,
my face was still covered with
warts and other skin rashes that
the doctors couldn’t even iden-
tify, much less treat. I continued
to trust God for the complete
healing He had promised me.

Early one morning, [ went to
wash my face. I dreaded this task
every day—those warts felt so
terrible. But when I began to
wash that morning, I felt healthy,
normal skin for the first time in
two years!

Later that morning, when
Dave returned home from work-
ing the night shift, he took one
look at me and pulled me into
the light for a closer look.
Though he still was not a Chris-
tian, he said, ‘“This is the hand
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When she was sick with lupus, Kath
hardly move. Now she is able to enjoy jogging.

of God!" Dave knew that when
the body's immune system final-
ly attacks the wart virus, the
warts usually fade over a matter
of weeks. But [ had been healed
overnight.

The Final Battle

This was at the eighteen-
month point of my battle. Though
I was recovering at a rapid rate,
the war for my life continued.
Satan harassed me persistently.

During this time I developed
a spot or two of the old rash, By
then, we were involved in a
church, so 1 asked one of the
pastors what he thought about
it. After prayer and consultation
with the church leaders, he said
he believed I needed deliverance.
I had no idea what that meant,
but I knew that my walk with
Christ was filled with an unusual
amount of harassment, Though I
was saved and baptized in the
Spirit—and by this time so was
Dave—we had given the enemy
a foothold in our lives through
our earlier sins, and we were
reaping what we had sown. But
with the help of the leadership in
our church, Dave and 1 both
were freed through deliverance
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lost almost all muscle tone and could

from demonic torment.
Following our deliverance,

the Lord said to me, ‘‘This deliv-

erance will be revealed in your

| realized there
was a battle for
my life between
the kingdom of
God and the
kingdom of Satan.
The enemy was
trying to rob me
of my life, my
husband, and my
children.

next lab work. All laboratory
studies will be normal and it will
be your last visit to the doctor.”

The Doctor’s Pronouncement
When I went to the doctor

after that, one of the nurses led
me back to an examination room—
ironically, the very room that
had been assigned to me on my
first visit to that hospital eigh-
teen months prior. I had not
been back to that room since
that visit,

I went over to the little closet
where I had taken off my clothes
to put on a gown on that first
visit, and I remembered gazing
at myself in the mirror—a
woman with a totally diseased
body. But this time I was say-
ing, “Thank You, Jesus. I'm
whole. I'm healthy.” And 1
prayed that God would reveal to
the doctor how He had inter-
vened in my life.

When the doctor examined me,
he said, ‘“You're doing super.
You look really healthy."

Then he looked at me and
smiled and said, ‘'Kathy, I know
that God has touched you, that
you are healthy, and that you
are normal, Here is your chart.”

I walked out of the office and
into the parking lot. It was very
cloudy, but as I looked up, the
sun broke through. I can't ex-
press the joy I felt. And I heard
the Lord say, "It is finished.”

Perhaps many of you reading
this have a need that you've
been praying about for some
time. Perhaps God has been
speaking to you about it. Obey-
ing Him and acting on His Word
could be the beginning of life for
you—it was for us.

Those words of Jesus—"1It is
finished''—were His shout of tri-
umph, and because of His tri-
umph, I triumphed. With the
psalmist I can say, ‘You, oh
Lord, have delivered my soul
from death, my eyes from tears,
and my feet from stumbling,
that I may walk before the Lord
in the land of the living."

Kathy Kovacs is a New Wine read-
er who resides in Kalamazoo,
Michigan.
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A ministry of Integrity Communicationss

pDear Readers;

u and talk with you

about the tremendous Opportunities that we have pefore us.

T wish T could sit down with each of yo
My excitement 18 shared by t+he members of the Integrity

Communications Board of pDirectors, many of whom have been
traveling extensively, ministering all over the world.

m that there are growing signs of

All of these travels confir
ny other Christian

a coming worldwide revival-—somethinq ma
leaders are also seeing.

Let me briefly share with you three specific areas we are
focusing on in order to be Eregared for this move of God:

«* We continue to provide desperately needed financial
the Spanish edition of New wine

support to vino Nuevo,
published in costa Rica. This biblically—baaea magazine
faithfully proclaims the message of the kingdom of God to the

troubled region of Ccentral America and peyond.

«% on top of the outreach opportunities

Ccommunications and its amployees-—llke a

nonprofit orqanizationa-—are being forced to pay gocial
first time in U.S. history that

gecurity taxes. This is the
Thus, the $52,000 that we must

such a tax has peen imposed.
pay this year alone cannot be channeled into ministry.

x% Last year, with your faithful gupport, we sent out nearly
900,000 magazines and more than 225,000 hours of teaching
tapes. The opportunities to expand and reach out to the
millions of people hungry for God's truth are greater than
ever. We want to meet this challenge--will you help us?

1'm asking you to give a special

u feel the Lord would have you give.
ur subscription, put it will let us
help us meet the challenges that

To help us prepare,
offering—--as much as YO
This will not update YO
know that you're willing to
God has put before us.

ur steps in the coming

We are trusting the Loxd to guide ©
nd support.

days. We appreciate your prayers a

£)Yours in Christ,
pick Leggatt
Editox







" BY BOB MUMFORD

God meets our needs as we wait on Him.

-omumeago.lwenton ¢
a fast for twenty-one days,
during which I only con-

i iuniodwawr The purpose of the
~fast was to hear from God con-

cerning His power to effect
‘miracles in our ministry. As the
end of the fast approached, how-
ever, I hadn't heard anything
from God. I felt as if the Bible
was dead and the Lord had gone
to the next state. In addition,
through most of the time of my
fasting, I was so crabby I could
have bitten the head off a nail.
My poor wife would say from
time to time, '‘Honey, don’t you
want to eat? Please go ahead and
eat.” She was saying that because
I was acting so mean—meaner
than a junkyard dog.

And I couldn't figure out why
God was so silent during that
fast. But at the very end of those
twenty-one days of fasting and
prayer God spoke one phrase to
me. It cost me sixty-three meals




W
\ tells Moses to go up on the

to get that one phrase, but it
changed my life. God simply
said, “'Wait."”

That was a very important
step in my understanding of a tre-
mendously vital aspect of prayer
in our lives with the Lord, and
that is waiting on God. Many
times in the Scriptures we are
told to wait. Isaiah 40:31 says:

Those who wait for the Lord
will gain new strength; they
will mount up with wings like
eagles, they will run and not
get tired, they will walk and
not become weary (NAS).

In Exodus 24:12 the Lord

going to deal with God, we have
to first realize that He is God.
We cannot hurry Him, for that
would be to find fault with Him,
Proverbs 8:34-35 says:

Blessed is the man who lis-
tens to me, watching daily at
my gates, waiting at my
doorposts, for he who finds
me finds life, and obtains
favor from the Lord (NAS,
italics mine).

To me that really means that if 1
get impatient and leave or give
up prematurely, I won't get what
the Lord has promised me.
Another verse that has to do
with waiting is Isaiah 30:18:

says, ‘‘As the deer pants for the
water brooks, so my soul pants
for Thee, O God"” (NAS).

He Acts as We Wait

The verse that ties together
the whole topic of waiting on
God and gives it new meaning is
Isaiah 64:4:

For from of old they have not
heard nor perceived by ear,
neither has the eye seen a God
besides Thee, who acts in be-
half of the one who waits for
Him (NAS).

The Lord acts while we wait,
unfortunately, just the opposite
is true for most of us—we act

God is never late but He

rarely comes according

to my timetable.

mountain and ‘‘remain there”
(NAS). So Moses went up and he
waited seven days before God
said a word to him.

Not on Our Timetable

An interesting aspect of the
Lord's nature is that He is never
late but He rarely comes accord-
ing to my timetable. One time I
had a gas bill that was thirty
days late. 1 asked the Lord to
please hurry with the money,
and He replied, “It's not shut
off yet, is it?"

That was not exactly the an-
swer | had in mind. I really had
no desire to wait any longer for
His provision. But if we are
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Therefore the Lord longs to
be gracious to you, and

therefore He waits on high to .

have compassion on you. . ..
How blessed are all those who
long [wait] for Him (NAS).

The Lord longs to reveal Him-
self to us, but He waits for us to
wait on Him. As we learn to wait
on Him, He will reveal Himself
to us.

Waiting intensifies our hun-
ger for God. It's like waiting for
supper. The longer I wait, the
more intense the hunger be-
comes. As we learn how to wait
on God, we will find our hunger
for Him increasing. Psalm 42:1

while the Lord waits on us.
Activity is not tantamount to
spirituality. There are churches
where one would have to be in top
physical condition to be a member
because there is so much activity.
But the Lord acts for those who
wait. That's why we need to
learn how to wait on God.

The ability to wait on God
expresses our dependence upon
Him. Suppose someone took me
out three miles in the ocean and
put me on a buoy and said,
“Wait for me."" I have no doubt
that I would be there when he
got back. But if he put me in
downtown San Francisco with
money in my pocket and said,
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“Wait for me,”" chances are slim
that 1 would wait. The only
reason 1'd wait would be if 1
needed him. If I'm dependent,
I'll wait and that's what God
wants. But we also wdit on the
Lord not only because we are
dependent on Him, but also
because we love Him. Waiting
on Him shows that I honestly
desire to know Him and to love
Him in a special way.

Learning how to wait on God
places several requirements upon
us, and if we understand them,
we'll be better prepared to do
what pleases God.

No Place to Hide

First, we must believe that
God is everywhere. Some people
worry about trying to find God,
but my approach is, *“Where can
you go to hide from him?"' Jere-
miah 23:23-24 says:

“Am I a God who is near,"”
declares the Lord, ""And not a
God far off? Can a man hide
himself in hiding places, so 1
do not see him?'' declares the
Lord. Do I not fill the heav-
ens and the earth?'’ declares
the Lord (NAS).

One time a man called me in
the middle of the night and said,
“I am in very desperate trouble,
Will you come help me?"

Over the phone I could hear
hard rock music blaring in the
background, but I said, “Sure,
I'll come and help you." So I got
out of bed and followed his direc-
tions down to the bar where he
was at the time, It was a really
raunchy place, but I walked in
and sat down next to him.

“Aren't you afraid to be
here?'’ he asked.

“No, I'm not afraid to be
here."”

“Would the Lord come to a
place like this?" he asked.

“He's here.” 1 said. And as I
said those words, the Holy Ghost
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came upon us.

““He is here!" the man said.
‘““He is here!'' He could feel the
power of God in that place.

There in that raunchy bar, we
experienced the manifest presence
of God, that sense of really know-
ing the Lord is right there with
us. God's omnipresence (or being
everywhere) is not just a fact we
can know intellectually—we can
also experience His presence in a
tangible, undeniable way. There
is no hiding from the presence of
God.

Waiting Expectantly

The second thing waiting on
the Lord requires of us is expec-
tancy. Ern Baxter uses an excel-
lent illustration of expectancy. He
tells of a candy store he knew of
that sold all the candy a person
could get from a jar in one hand-
ful for a penny. One day a little
boy walked up to the candy jar
and just stood there. And the can-
dy store man said, ‘‘Well, which
one do you want?" And the little
boy stood there and waited. And
as he waited the owmer said,

David Wilkerson on God’s grace

NEXT MONTH
IN NEW WINE

David Wilkerson’s ministry has changed dramatically
since he wrote The Cross and the Switchblade. In an
interview with New Wine, Wilkerson reflects on what
has happened over the years in his ministry, dwelling
on the refining process God puts us through and the
grace that comes to us in the midst of that refining.

Prisoners are being set free by the redemptive
power of the gospel at a maximum security prison in
Alabama. New Wine hears from three inmates who
are part of the revival there.

Praying for the government is a Christian’s respon-
sibility. Derek Prince gives his insights into interceding
for our nation and its leaders.

All in the August New Wine
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“Well, Son, make up your mind."
Finally the little boy said, “‘I
can't make up my mind."” Impa-
tiently, the owner made the choice
for the boy, reaching into one of
the jars with his big hand and
getting the candy. The little boy
had to use two hands to hold all
the candy he got for his penny. He
was no dummy—he waited, ex-
pecting the man to act. And
that’s the way it is with us and
God. We wait and He acts.

Poised Toward God

Third, waiting requires that
we poise our soul toward God.
When we meet people, we can
sometimes tell what kind of an
attitude they have. Some people
have their souls poised toward
earthly things. And there are
other people whose souls are ob-
viously poised toward God.

Some years ago, there was a
group of Christians who would
greet each other with the phrase,
“Do I meet you praying?'’ Each
was asking whether or not the
other's soul was pointed toward
the Lord.

When my wife, Judy, and I
saw the movie Chariots of Fire, 1
was really moved., While we were
watching it, Judy could tell it
was affecting me, and she kept
saying, ‘“Easy, Honey.” She
thought I was going to prophesy
right there in the movie. But I
respond that way because when
my spirit is poised toward God,
inspiring scenes and events begin

FRIDAY, JULY 6, IS A
NATIONAL DAY OF
PRAYER AND FASTING.

28

to move my spirit up toward God.
And 1 believe God is pleased
when we keep ourselves poised
toward Him. Knowing these
three aspects of waiting helps us
know how to respond properly
to God.

In my own experience in this
regard, sometimes when I wake
up during the night, I go down
to my study and wait on the
Lord for a while. Most times I
don't have anything specific to
pray about. I don't say, "Oh,
Lord, bless Grandma. Oh, Lord,
bless Grandpa.” 1 don't pray
about anything in particular be-
cause I am waiting. Usually dur-
ing those times I need a Bible,
because my mind sometimes wan-
ders. When it does, all I need to
do is read a verse or two, and it
brings my mind back to the
Lord.

As I sit in the Lord’s pres-
ence, | say, “Lord, it's me. I
know that You know I'm here."
What am I doing? I'm present-
ing myself before God, hoping
He will reveal Himself to me. I
am seeking the manifest pres-
ence of God.

Many times His presence just
comes and draws near. And I
know that while I wait God
works. In fact, much of what I
teach the Lord gives to me in
these times of waiting on Him.
Judy said one time, “'If people
only knew how easily you come
by some of the things you teach,
they would be jealous.” It comes
from waiting. Waiting on God
gives me the strength and por-
tion I need.

Waiting Is a Skill

As I've learned how to wait,
I've found that it's not neces-
sary for one to stop and sit down
to wait on the Lord. As I walk
along or drive in the car, I can be
refreshed in my spirit by taking
that time to wait on God. It’s a
skill to be learned. If we work at
it, we come to a place where the

poise of our soul is toward the
Lord, and we can enjoy the
Father's presence. But we must
work at it.

My encouragement to you
would be this: Take time to be
alone and learn. Aim your spirit
toward the Lord, saying, ‘‘Lord,
I want to learn how to wait on
You. Holy Spirit, help me experi-
ence the Father's presence.”” Then
know that He is there with you.
And as you find yourself waiting
in His presence, your strength
will be renewed. And as you
wait, the Lord will act, accom-
plishing in you and through you
all that is His purpose for you.

Bob Mumford completed his stud-
ies for the bachelor of divinity de-
gree at the Reformed Episcopal
Seminary in Philadelphia. He has
served as dean of Elim Bible In-
stitute in Lima, New York, and
as a pastor, evangelist, and
seminar teacher. Bob, who trav-
els widely in ministry to Chris-
tians of all backgrounds, has also
written a number of books about
the Christian life. He is a member
of the Integrity Communications
Board of Directors and resides in
Mobile, Alabama, with his wife,
Judy, and their family.
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A youngboy scores a victory over shynes

HOMESPUN

The Grand Slam

BY MARK PIE

hen I tell people my
oldest son is very shy,
the usual response is

unbelief. How could an extra-
verted cartoon creator such as
me have anything but “little car-
toons'' as children? The truth is
that Joshua, my oldest, though
uninhibited at home, has been
very hesitant to come out of his
shell. For a long while, Josh’s
standard response when people
spoke to him was to practically
stick his face in my pocket as he
hid behind me.

Even playing with children he
knew well was difficult for him
when it was more than a one-on-
one situation. My wife, Karen,
and I tried to encourage him to
be more social, because we have
known all along that Josh want-
ed to break out of his timidity.
But we didn't know how to help
him. All the patient talks, posi-
tive words, and even discipline
only made him withdraw fur-
ther. He needed a major victory
in his life—one that only God
could provide for him. And that
breakthrough came two summers
ago.

We were at a cookout with a
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few other families, and it was
such a zany, chaotic time that
Josh mixed right in with the
other children without even real-
izing it. Before long he was play-
ing a game of whiffle ball with
the other kids.

The other fathers and I decided
we would team up to challenge
the kids in a game. (Of course,
we had to bat left-handed and
run backwards to make it fair.)
When we reached what we decided
was the final inning, we reduced
the score from about three hun-
dred for the dads to zero for the
kids to a mild three to zero. As
the final inning progressed, it
came down to a situation where
the children had two outs and
the bases loaded, and it was my
shy little Joshua's turn to bat. It
was all up to him. Timidly he
forced himself up to the plate,
while the mothers cheered wildly
for him. It almost seemed as if I
could feel his racing heartbeat
several yards away as he stood
at the plate, his face beet red and
his knees knocking. But he didn't
give in to the urge to back down.
In came the pitch, and with all
the courage he had, Josh swung

the plastic bat and connected.
The backyard exploded with
cheers as the ball sailed over our
heads. The other kids began
jumping up and down and the
onlooking moms went wild in
the “stands’ as the base run-
ners flew around the bases. In
their excitement, few of them ac-
tually touched all the bases or
ran in the right direction, but
run they did.

Joshua stood stock-still in the
batter’'s box for a few seconds,
not believing what he had done.
Then the screams of his pals
snapped him out of the daze and
he headed for first base. By the
time the dads had gotten to the
ball and thrown it in, three run-
ners had scored and Joshua was
rounding third, headed for
“glory."” With a slide that was
three or four feet short and a few
feet wide of home plate, Joshua
scored the winning run.

The kids mobbed him in total
ecstasy. If they could have lifted
him up on their shoulders, I'm
sure they would have. We all
congratulated him—moms, dads,
brothers, sisters, and friends—and
his face beamed brighter than I
had ever seen it. Josh was the
hero of the day.

But even more exciting than
the home run was the major vie-
tory won in my son’s life that
day. It was just the break-
through in confidence that he
needed. Though he may not be to-
tally ready for a public-speaking
career yet, and though his econ-
omy with words and Bob New-
hart ‘‘deadpan” expression still
reflect a basic nature that is
somewhat uncomfortable in a
crowd, that home run somehow
brought a change in his outlook
from that day.on. Joshua broke
out of his shyness in style with a
“grand-slam confidence builder”’
that only God could arrange. |

Mark Pie’ is the art director for
New Wine.
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TIPS FOR FATHERS

God desires to be a

rt of our lives-not “once

upon a time” but all the time

Jesus and the
Three Bears

BY BRUCE LONGSTRETH

i nce upon a time, there
was Jesus and the three
bears,”” my four-year-old

daughter began,

““Jesus and the three bears,
huh?'’ I broke in.

“Yes, Daddy, now please don't
erupt me any more, I'm telling
you a story."

So I listened intently as she
continued her version of the tra-
ditional ‘‘three bears and a
blond'' tale, developing her own
gpiritual dimension by adding
Jesus to the story. Her creativi-
ty fascinated me.

“Jesus was very disappointed
with the bears because of their
bad attitude. They would not
share their porridge with Goldi-
locks.” She paused. ‘‘That’s all.
Was that a good story, Daddy?"
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Was it a good story? It was
outstanding.

I was amazed at the moral she
got out of Goldilocks and the
Three Bears. 1 had never seen
the obvious—the porridge could
have been shared, the broken
chairs easily mended, and hos-
Eitnlity extended to the weary.

y adding Jesus to the story she
had given it a brand-new mean-
ing. My daughter’s innocent but
amazing insight alerted me to a
problem adults have that chil-
dren don't—we often divide our
lives into spiritual and secular
compartments, Spiritual things
happen mostly on Sunday at
church, before meals, or at bed-
time. I soon found out that this
was not only a trend in adults
generally, but in me particular-
ly. Just before a church softball
game recently, the team gath-
ered and one of the guys said,
“Bruce, lead us in prayer before
we play.”

Prayer for a softball game? 1
wondered. All I could think of
was, Lord, bless us as we cream
this other team for Your glory.
Amen. But 1 couldn't do it. In-
stead, out came a brief request
from my heart: 'God, keep an
eye on us, and don't let anyone
get hurt.”

While I meditated on my frus-
tration at being a compartmen-
talized person, a scripture came
to my mind: "I came that they
might have life, and might have
it abundantly” (Jn. 10:10 NAS).
I suddenly remembered God's de-
sire to be a part of my whole life.

At the next game, I was not so
apt to reply, “I don't do softball
games,” when asked to pray. I
was certain the Lord wanted to be
involved in our fellowship and
recreation time. Instead I eager-
ly prayed: ‘‘Lord, we stand in a
small place in a world that Your
hand has wonderfully made. We
are immersed in surroundings
that are a symphony of praise to
Your greatness. We pray that
You will enjoy this game with us.
Enter into our enthusiasm. Be
welcomed in our fun, We love
You Lord and want You to be
pleased in Your creation, because
we are pleased with You,"

Fathers, we cannot segment
our lives into the spiritual and
the secular, the holy and the pro-
fane, All that we do bears the
stamp “holiness to the Lord,"” be-
cause we are His workmanship.

We need to acknowledge and
include the Lord in every aspect
of our lives, But that does not
mean simply adding ‘‘religious”
speech to what we do—it's being
aware of how the presence of our
Lord changes the environment
around us. For a four year old,
the presence of Jesus with three
grouchy, stingy bears meant that
they would naturally be more
gracious and generous. What
would the practicing of His
presence mean to us in our daily
lives—'‘Jesus and Breakfast'’;
“Jesus and the Drive to School”’;
“Jesus and the Softball Tourna-
ment'’; ‘“‘Jesus and the Three
Bears'"?

““Was it a good story,
Daddy?"

“Yes, little one, of such
stories, and of children like you,
is the kingdom of heaven."" [

Bruce Longstreth is editor of Fa-
thergram, a monthly newsletter
that helps fathers build strong
families. For a sample copy of
Fathergram and subscription in-
formation, write to Fathergram,
P.O. Box Z, Mobile, AL 36616.
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WORD

July 1984

I Believe in the Holy Spirit, Who Proceeds From the Father
and the Son to Establish Heaven’s Kingdom on the Earth.

1. Matthew and Luke: The Spirit and the Messiah
A. Incarnation
B, Baptism
C. Warfare
D. Prophecy
E. Teaching

John! The Spirit of Truth
. Gives new birth
Gives life
Quenches thirst
Provides an abiding place
., Clves testimony
Brings conviction of sin
Comes to believers by faith

Acts: The Spirit-Filled Church
A. Receives power
B, Power to heal
C. Power to speak

Paul: The Spirit and the Process of Salvation
The gospel.
Circumcision of heart
Hope and love
Service . . ..
New life . .
Future glory
Inseparable love . .
The kingdom of heaven. ... . ..
Sanctification . ,
Functioning body .
Walk of faith . .
Victorious living

Peter: The Spirit of Prophecy . y P
1 John: The Spirit of Error and Truth. . . ..

Revelation: The Spirit Judges the Church
A. Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira. . .
B. Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea .

.............................
...............................

................................

...............................

.............................
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V.
VI.
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97T L DR SR e July 1
LK BABR, bk i July 2
Mb IRBBFT . o coh v v July 3
M. 82:9448. ... .00 July 4
9 5§ fa 0 ¢ TR SRR July b
S BE80 i July 6
< T ) ISR July 7
Of TELeBd v . saeis v b July 8
OO O S SNEPONRE R L July 9
O ST RED 7 v AT July 10
L E T SR S July 11
i1 SR A TR July 12
Acts 1:1—2:47 ... .i i i, July 13
ACLE IR0 i July 14
ANeb @ Aa8Y . ks e July 156
70 o 3y Sl O July 16
Rord, QO0Y o Gl July 17
Womh: Ochahld o o v s July 18
Hor. T o S July 19
70 S i G July 20
Rom. 8:1827 .. ... oo v July 21
o rtony. 828589 . . Vil July 22
g Roras izl sha- WP e, < i July 23
.Rom. 15:1-16; 2 Th. 2:13 . . July 24
e O, 1281-81" .5 1 July 25
o Al Belel AN T i July 26
.. Gal. 5:13-26 . .. July 27
1 Pet. 1:1-21; 2 Pet. 1:21 . . July 28
1Jn. 4:1-21 July 29
RoviZ1: 29 s iciled aa i July 30
Rev. 3:1-22 . . July 31

“The Word," a monthly Bible study by Bruce Longstreth, is a seasonal study of basic teachings about the crea-
tion and fall of man, the person and work of Christ, and the nature and destiny of the Church. Next month, we will

study the work of the Holy |

personal Scripture study aruf family reading.

irit in the believer's life. We encourage our re

ers to use this feature daily, both for
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DEREK PRINCE

To commemorate New Wine Magazine's 15th
Anniversary, this special tape was created.

For the first time ever on one cassette, all 5
teachers give us their own personal perspective
of:

* Where we, as Christians, have been in the
past 15 years.

* Where we are today.

* Where we are going.

e And how we're going to get there.

This is the kind of tape you'll want to hear again

CHARLES SIMPSON

With a One-Year
Subscription to
New Wine Tape of the
Month

Hear all 5 teachers
share their
perspectives on what
the future holds for the
Church.

and again! Use it to start discussions. Share it
with your friends.

You can get this very special tape
ABSOLUTELY FREE with a one-year
subscription to New Wine Tape of the Month.

For just $3.50 per month you'll hear one of the
5 teachers talk to you and your family on issues
crucial to Christians today.

Simply fill out the response form on page
33. Send no money now. You pay for
each tape as you receive it.



/RESPONSE PAGE

[] ORDER FORM

[J YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

Instructions: Fill out the form below, and insert it in the enclosed envelope
along with full payment, including postage and handling. All orders must in-
clude your account number as listed in the top right corner of your mailing
label. No billing. No C.0.D. Make checks payable to New Wine Magazine.
The address is P.O. Box Z, Mobile, AL 36616, Any amount more than your
order will be accepted as a contribution.

[] YES,

| want to join New Wine Tape of the
Month for a year. | understand | will pay $3.50 for each
tape-as a bonus, | will receive a copy of the Special
Edition 15th Anniversary Tape absolutely
subject to change. Offer expires July 31, 1984, Offer

free. Price is

Your Name Your Account #
Address

City/State/Zip

(] NEW SUBSCRIPTION [ RENEWAL

NAO7TNW

[] GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS

Your Name Your Account #
Special Anniversary Gift Offer-512 per gift

1
Gift Name

Address

City/State/Zip

3
Gift Name

Address

City/State/Zip
Offer expires September 30, 1984

N4O7GR

good in the United States and Canada only.  1407Nw
‘Name  (please print) Account#
QTY. CAT. NO, TITLE N 407 NW PRICE TOTAL
Additional Coples of
NWBA4O6 June 1984 NEW WINE $ 1,75
vl CS057 Spirlfual Fatherhood $ 4.85
CS5069 Turning the Hearts of the Fathers | $ 4.95
MR15 Dealing With Difficulties $ 4.95
MRTI& Communication in Marriage $ 4,95
CSOL7  CSO49 | Father's Day Special
MRS MRS Above 4 Tapes $15.85
[csoes | The Priceless Woman | § 4.95
L. IAVBIOI God and Government Workbook | $ 9.95
i 1AVIO2 The Amer, Vision: 360 Yrs. Later $ 505
IAVBION Special Price $12.75
1AVIO2 Above Book and Tape
ICATB4 | Catalog N/C
GO LR T AR X Subtotal

Ala. residents: 4% sales tax
Postage & handling
Total

$2.00

[] AREYOUMOVING?

Your Name Your Account #
Payments from our foreign readers must be by an International
Money Order or a check drawn on a U.S, bank.
Old Address
This offer expires September 30, 1984.
City/State/Zip =

NEW WINE SUBSCRIPTION POLICY

New Wine Is supported by your annual contribution of $1500 or more. To
subscribe, send your contribution with your name and address. We will send New
Wine 1o any post office address In the world, Please dllow six to eight weeks to
recalve your first lssue, Al checks must be in US, dollars drawn on a US. bank.

New Address

City/State/Zip

NAO7NW




SPECIAL GIFT OFFER

NewWine
can help youmake

a difference in
someone’s

life.

O ver the past 15 years,
New Wine has been a

vehicle for Christians to
share with other Christians.

It works.

Listen to what our readers
tell us about how New Wine
has helped them make a dif-
ference in someone's life.

“When my son introduced
me to New Wine, he gave
me a chest of gold.”

J. Elliott

“We were given a gift
subscription and now God
speaks clearly through every
issue."

L. Heydenburk

“I'm introducing New
Wine to people who need
teachings of solid truth.”

D. DeHaan

“I'm sending New Wine to
a friend who is going through
many trials.”

C. Hiatt
It'll work for you.
Here are some of the ways

our readers have used New
Wine to make a difference in
other Christians’ lives:

* To provide a door opener
for sharing.

¢ To help others add mean-
ing and depth to their
lives.

¢ To help guide others
toward Christian maturity.

* To provide others with a
source of continual
encouragement.

* And more.

A special way to share
during our 15th anniver-
sary year.

Think back to when New
Wine first came into your
life. Now think what it can
do for someone else.

During this 15th Anniver-
sary, we are offering a
special discount on gift
subscriptions. Send us the
name of someone you'd like
to help. For just $12 (a
savings of 20%) we'll send

them the next twelve
issues of New Wine.

Do it now.

While you're thinking
about it. Simply fill in the
enclosed card or use the
response form on page 33.
Enclose it along with your
check in the envelope pro-
vided, and we'll make sure
your friend begins receiving
New Wine immediately.

It'll make a difference.




THE WAY | SEE IT

Counting on God to supply our daily provision

often means

Praying

BY DON BASHAM

ecently, while on a plane
heading for home from a
speaking engagement, |

found myself reading a small
book about George Mueller,
known as ‘‘the man of faith to
whom God gave millions.” Best
remembered as the founder of
the Bristol orphanages in En-
gland, Mueller also established
many other ministries, sustain-
ing them all solely through pray-
er. In his lifetime he “prayed in"
an astounding one and a half
million pounds sterling, the
equivalent in purchasing power
to more than sixty million 1984
dollars.

For some sixty years Mueller
kept a journal in which he regu-
larly recorded both his needs
and God's faithfulness in meet-
ing those needs. Here is part of

NEW WINE

It In

the journal entry for July 28,
1874, written when he was sixty-
nine years of age:

If it pleases Him to make me
do again in the evening of my
life what I did from August
1838 to April 1849 . gladly
again will I pass through all
those trials of faith if He only
might be glorified and His
Church and the world be
benefited.

Then Mueller described his
current situation:

All funds gone and 2,100 per-
sons to be totally provided
for; all funds gone and 189
missionaries to be assisted;
all funds gone and 100 schools
with 9,000 students to be pro-
vided for,

But once again God met his
needs as He continued to do un-
til Mueller's death at age ninety-
two. Asked a year before his
death if God had always been
faithful, Mueller replied, ‘‘Al-
ways! For nearly seventy years
every need in connection with
this work has been supplied.
Hundreds of times we have com-
menced the day without a penny
but our heavenly Father has
sent supplies the moment they
were actually needed. No man
can ever say | asked him for a
penny; we have no collectors, no
committees, no endowment. All
has come in answer to believing

prayer.”

As I read this account, I
recalled how in 1968 I gathered
my wife and children, and in one
drastic, exciting step, left the
security of a denominational pas-
torate to begin my own ‘“faith
ministry.” Just as Mueller had
done, my wife, Alice, and I re-
solved to ask no man for money
and were fully prepared for a life-
time of “praying it in." For sev-
eral years we experienced—on a
small scale—answers to prayer as
dramatic as any given Mueller.
Those were awesome, scary,
glorious days.

Then after a few years we
began to prosper and could say
with Paul, I know what it is to
be in need, and I know what it is
to have plenty’' (Phil. 4:12 NIV).
Our joy, however, has not been
found so much in the prosperity
itself, but rather from our aware-
ness that God is the source of it.
And each morning I awake know-
ing that if He asked, we could
gladly give it all away and re-
turn to praying in our daily pro-
vision just as we did for several
years; just as Mueller did for
seventy years. For during such
times, Alice and I and our family
learned the depth of God's love
and the intimacy of His care.
Such assurance should be at the
heart of every Christian's faith.

Mueller died March 10, 1898,
but today tens of thousands of
believers continue to be inspired
by his testimony. Some cautious
Christians like to remind us that
God doesn't call everyone to live
like Mueller. Maybe not. But I
can't help feeling that many peo-
ple would be immeasurably helped
by a strong dose of Mueller's
faith. The result would be count-
less testimonies to the abundant
faithfulness of God.

At least, that's the way I see
it. |

Don Basham is chief editorial
consultant for New Wine.
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AMERICAN
HISTORY

You probably don't know the crucial role
that Christians played in the shaping of
America. Not many people do.

Well, it's time you found out. And it's
time your children found out too.

One of the best Christian presentations of
America's history in our time.

Did you know that Columbus believed he
was fulfilling Isaiah's prophecies when he
discovered the new world? Or that the
Pilgrims came to America to advance the
gospel? Or that George Washington believed
the United States would not have succeeded
without God?

You will change your ideas of what it
means to be an American.

Cassette and Workbook

Now you and your children will relive that
story as you hear it on this entertaining
cassette, American Vision, 360 Years Later. _
This highly acclaimed cassette was profes- Both book and
sionally produced using talented actors, cassette for just
gpecial music, and sound effects. $12.75

You will study how biblical principles
were applied in Lﬁe shaping of this nation in
the beautifully illustrated workbook (God and
Government. This easy-to-follow workbook
encourages direct Bible study.

Special Fourth of July Offer

During July you can order both the
cassette and workbook for a special reduced
price of just $12.75. A savings of 20%.

Do it now.
While you're thinking about it. Simply fill
in the order form on page 33.

You'll never look at America in the same
way again.
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