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EDITORIAL

Exciting things happen when we discover

God’s Plan for
Each of Us

BY DICK LEGGATI

n the summer of 1949, a

friend of Brother Andrew’s

spoke the following words
to him at a time when he least
wanted to hear them: “‘God has a
plan for you, and He’s trying to
get you into the center of it, and
you keep dodging and slithering
away’' (chapter 4 of God's Smug-
gler). Not long after Andrew
heard those words, God began to
move in his life in a dramatic
way and before he knew it, he had
stopped “dodging and slithering
away’' and was moving in the
center of God’s plan for him—a
plan that has since seen him
bringing the good news of the
Word of God to thousands upon
thousands of people in op-
pressed countries.

To me, one of the most excit-
ing features of the Christian life
is that when we were unaware of
or even antagonistic toward
God’s plan for our lives, He was
moving us steadily into a posi-
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tion where He could apprehend
us and use us. And those of us
who have responded to Him can
gladly testify with Brother
Andrew to a day when this sov-
ereign plan superceded and
replaced the ones we had made
for our lives.

That simple truth—‘“God has
a plan for you''—can be found
numerous times in one of my fa-
vorite passages of scripture—
Ephesians chapter 1. The part I
especially treasure is verse 11:

In him [Christ] we were also
chosen, having been predes-
tined according to the plan of
him who works out every-
thing in conformity with the
purpose of his will (NIV).

Predestined, plan, works out
everything, purpose, will—all
those words let us know that
what God has done in our lives is
no accident or coincidence. It
has been carefully mapped out—
even before the creation of the
world—by a loving Father who
has great plans for us.

When I reread God's Smuggler
recently, I was deeply moved by
the simple truth of God’s plan as
I saw how God's purpose for
Brother Andrew unfolded, chang-
ing his life from one of hedonism
and adventure-seeking to one of
bold and daring service to God's
people in oppressed countries,
which continues to this day. If
someone had told Brother An-
drew before God apprehended
him that he would spend his life

reaching out to persecuted
Christians, I don't think he would
ever have believed it. But that's
exactly what he’s been doing
since 1955. In our feature
interview this month, Brother
Andrew makes us aware of the
plight of the oppressed Church,
particularly in the Soviet Union
and China. His firsthand reports
help us know how to pray for our
brothers and sisters in these and
other countries.

On the topic of prayer, Rousas
J. Rushdoony provides an impor-
tant yet simple insight that could
well revolutionize our prayer
lives. Following that is an inter-
view with Houston Miles, pastor
of Evangel Cathedral in Spartan-
burg, South Carolina, who ex-
plains how his church handled an
explosive growth in the early sev-
enties. By building leadership
and meeting in home groups, his
church has not only survived, but
also flourished. The principles he
shares are important for pre-
paring the Church today for the
harvest we see coming.

Mary Moncrief, a reader from
Houston, Texas, shares the tri-
umphant testimony of her weight
loss. Mary found help in a com-
mitted relationship with God
and His people who cared for her.
Next, Charles Swindoll, in a
reprint from his book, Strength-
ening Your Grip, gives us an ex-
cellent exhortation to encourage
and affirm others. Last, Charles
Simpson concludes his insightful
look at the law of accountability,
telling us what this principle
demands of each person.

What is God's plan for each of
us? We hope this issue of New
Wine will challenge us, just as
Brother Andrew'’s friend chal-
lenged him, to respond to God's
plan for our lives. The results in
Brother Andrew’s life have been
fruitful and exciting—and the
same can be true for us. What
plans does God have for your
life? O
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David Lay

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear NewWine

A Vigion for Unity

I just read the ‘‘Letters to the
Editor" in the March issue and
had to write and tell you I am
behind you one hundred percent.
Sharing with us the similarities
between Kenneth Copeland,
James Robison, and the rest of
us, and showing us the love that
is there is a giant step toward
unity.

It was refreshing to be able to
see and understand some of what
is behind Mr. Copeland's healing
message and see that he loves the
Lord and is not as dogmatic as I
had believed. Unless we are shar-
ing and communicating, we can-
not come into the kind of unity I
think the Lord is calling us
to—it is by dialogue and under-
standing that we come to know
each other, love each other, and
each share the part of our vision
of God with one another so that
all of us may be enlarged, see
more of God, and love Him
more.

Kitty Velkley
Hummelstown, PA

That the World Might Know
I praise God for the encour-
agement I received from your
March issue, featuring James
Robison. I too am happy that
there are others in the body of
Christ who see the need to en-
deavor to keep the unity of the
faith in the bond of peace that
the world might know that
Jesus Christ has come.
Gloria Noelliste
Chicago, IL

One of Few on Unity
Ted Engstrom (December) and
Ken Copeland (January) were tre-
mendous blessings. ‘‘Perspective
on Unity” was particularly in-
teresting. New Wine is one of
the few magazines today that
prints anything about the unity
of the body of Christ. Praise the
Lord! I'm looking forward to my
next issue of New Wine.
Percival Cruz
Manila, Philippines

The Easy Way Out

I have truly been blessed by
your magazine this month
(March). The article by Bob Mum-
ford, ‘‘Personal Advantage,”
really taught me some new in-
sights. I hadn't realized that
Jesus had been confronted with
the possibility of going to Greece.
I know I am often tempted to
take the easy way out and not
follow the way of the cross. It
encourages me to be able to look
at Jesus' experience with the
same situation and see how He
had victory and overcame the
temptation.

I appreciate your efforts and
timely articles.

Mary Vincent
San Antonio, TX

Moved by March Issue

The March 1984 issue blessed
us so much. We are so moved by
the Holy Ghost and refreshed.
“Guarding the Gates'' by Bruce
Longstreth is a marvelous “tip”’
for fathers. ‘“Learning by Acci-
dent’’ by Joyce Carr is surely an
example of what parents can do
to encourage their children to ex-
perience God's love and to trust
in Him—in all things. What a big
boost it is to a child’s faith to ex-
perience answered prayer.

Thank you also for ‘A Special
Gift” by Don Basham. How
great is our Father's love.

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Fox
Minneota, MN

An Important Lesson

I just finished reading the
March edition of New Wine
Magazine. Everything in the
magazine is great spiritual food.

The article ‘“Learning by Ac-
cident”” by Joyce Carr is a beau-
tiful example of God's loving
lesson to a little boy. The rug
stained by Kool-Aid caused the
child to know that only Jesus
Christ Himself can rescue us in
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impossible situations—that will
remain with the child forever.
Also, the article by Don Bash-
am, ‘A Special Gift,”” was to me
a very precious way that God has
of letting us know of His loving
handiwork in all creation.
Barbara White
Gladstone, MO

Insight on Humor
I must say that I was really
impressed by the interview with
Bob Mumford (February). It was
so honest and good. After hav-
ing heard Bob on tapes and live,
it was really nice to get some in-
sight about his own thinking
about his humor.
Tommie Naumann
Wein, Austria

Faith and Doubt

Don Basham's “The Way I
See It" articles are great addi-
tions to New Wine.

“To Believe or Not Believe”
(February) was such a confirma-
tion to me. I do agree with your
explanation and understanding
of Mark chapter 9.

One Wednesday morning 1
had planned to drive into town
to visit an elderly friend and
check his blood pressure, and
then attend a Bible study. How-
ever, the right front tire of my
car was flat, and my husband
had already gone to work!

I prayed with all the faith I
could muster, got in that car,
and started out the driveway.,
The rumble and slap of that tire
really worried me and so I began
to praise the Lord for blowing up
that tire—I was determined to
trust Him, but all the while
fighting down the doubt and
fear, What if the tire fell off?
What if it ripped to pieces?
What would my husband say
about my deliberately driving on
a totally flat tire?

I drove those five miles into

NEW WINE

town in faith and deubt. My
straining ears heard the rumble
and slapping sounds taper away
to nothing. As I drove up to my
friend's house I had a very
strong impression in my mind
that said, “Don’t look at that
tire,"" I didn’t. I simply went in-
to the house, checked my friend’s
blood pressure and visited with
him, and then drove on to Bible
study. When I arrived, I knew it
was now all right to look at the
tire. I did and, of course, it was
perfect.

1 stormed into Bible study
and called everyone out to ad-
mire my perfect, round, God-
anointed tire. We all rejoiced
and praised my merciful Father,
who answered my faith and ig-
nored my doubt.

Betty Dahlgren
Sterling, IL

Hunger for Truth in Zambia

We young people at Kabu-
lamema Mission want to tell and
express our gratitude for what
the Lord is doing through the
magazine,

We young Zambians here have
had our spiritual views opened
by the articles on various topics.
Some of the writers’ messages
on tapes have increased our hun-
ger for more truth from God's
point of view about our every-
day life even in practical terms.

New Wine has enlarged our
spiritual view, cleared a lot of
confusion in our minds, encour-
aged us, and we have a new posi-
tive approach to life right here
on earth.

Washington, Isaac,
Peter, and Joseph—on
behalf of many others
Kabulamema Mission
Zambia, Africa
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An interview with

Brother

COVER FEATURE

Andrew

AUTHOR OF GOD’S SMUGGLER

any Christians are fa-
miliar with Brother An-
drew through his book

God's Smuggler. Since 1955, he
has ministered to Christians
worldwide, especially in countries
where the gospel is suppressed.

His ministry, Open Doors with
Brother Andrew, is an interna-
tional, nondenominational organi-
zation that serves oppressed
Christians through the distribu-
tion of Bibles and teaching ma-
terials, as well as by making the
Church in the free world aware
of the suffering taking place.

Recently we talked with Broth-
er Andrew and he shared with us
his burden for Christians in
areas such as the Soviet Union
and China. We hope that his
thoughts will encourage you to
pray for these brothers and sis-
ters and the vital ministry of
Open Doors.

New Wine: Where have you been
working recently and what do
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you hope to accomplish in these
areas?

Brother Andrew: I have been in
almost all the Communist coun-
tries, almost all of the Muslim
countries, and many of the coun-
tries currently experiencing revo-
lution. For example, I was in
Angola recently, both the south
and the north, Uganda, and Ethi-
opia. I have also been involved in
the work in China and Mongolia,
Vietnam, Cambodia, other parts
of Africa, Latin America, and
now the Middle East. And I have
worked in Russia, Siberia, and
Central Asia.

But, of course, I have been
very much involved in Eastern
Europe. That is where my work
started in 1955. I have worked
there for nearly thirty years and
that is where my heart is.

Our ministry has unfortunate-
ly been characterized by some as
a smuggling ministry, but that is
neither an accurate nor complete

Dan Wooding

Brother Andrew points out that
life has gotlten more difficult for
the Church in the Soviet Union.

description. We're not smug-
glers. I only began giving away
Bibles after I got behind the iron
curtain and the pastors begged
me for Bibles because they saw
mine. They had either handwrit-
ten sheets or nothing at all. They
asked, ‘‘Can we get Bibles?"' And
I said, “Of course, you can.”
Then, because I promised Bi-
bles, I made sure they got them.
But that is only a small part of
our ministry.

Our ministry is to encourage
the body of believers, taking
them a step further in their ex-
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perience with Christ, strength-
ening them in their faith and
determination, standing with
them, praying, and keeping in
touch. If there is any need they
have, we want to supply it. And
by the grace of God, we will.
That's what we really do.

NW: What are some of the great-
est needs you see right now in

of the current state of the Church
in the Soviet Union?

BA: Recently, life has been
much tougher for the Church in
the Soviet Union than it had
been under previous administra-
tions, The Soviet Union as an
ideological state has only one at-
titude toward the Church, and
that is that it has to be wiped

Christians in the free world are the lifeline of hope to believers in countries
hostile to the gospel, says Brother Andrew.

those countries where you have
been ministering?

BA: Amazingly, they still keep
asking for Bibles, and really for
two reasons. First, the fact that
Bibles are brought in against
the governments' wishes is such
an encouragement that they get
much more liberty in their own
lives and ministries, and therefore
become better soul-winners. That
results in an even greater need
for Bibles, because those new
believers want Bibles. So the de-
mand for Bibles multiplies by a
hundred at a time. Second, be-
cause house searches are still be-
ing conducted, Bibles are being
confiscated and destroyed. Of
the existing Bibles, so many are
destroyed that there is a con-
stant need for replenishment.

NW: What are your impressions
8

out—period. No interference or
threats from America, or any
other country in the world, is go-
ing to change that attitude.

I want to be very emphatic in
saying that the Church in the
Soviet Union depends entirely
on the body of Christ for the
help it gets. There is no hint in
Scripture that we should look to
the state for help. We should
look for legitimate protection,
the Bible says, and for that we
have to pray for our govern-
ment, but we should not expect
any official help from the
government for a church in a
socialist, atheistic, or Com-
munist state. This applies even
more to the Islamic countries.
They have only one hope and
that's the lifeline that runs
through the Body, that runs
through us here to those
believers.

NW: How can we more accurate-
ly pray for Christians who are
oppressed by their government?

BA: We need to hear from the
people who are involved with the
persecutions directly—how they
feel, what their hopes are, what
their battles are. Therefore, we
must do two things: First, get
the information, and then find a
way to spread it through the
body of Christ. That means we
must either go over there to
listen to them or to get them
out; or if they are refugees, we
must listen to them, because
they have a story that no one
can deny. They are not talking
about theories; they have lived
through the persecution.

We must have this type of in-
formation, for unless we know,
how can we pray intelligently? I
yearn for the day when all the
Church can be responsibly in-
formed by knowledgeable people
about what is really happening
in the Church throughout the
world.

NW: What is the most impres-
sive situation you have seen
recently in your ministry?

BA: I would say the experience
of the revival in mainland China,
where the number of believers is
estimated by some at fifty mil-
lion, has most impressed me. I
even have several letters from
believers in China and they say
there are a hundred million be-
lievers. Ten years ago, no one
would even think of there being
five million Christians in China.
This is probably a growth in
numbers that has never before
happened in the history of the
Church.

In some areas of China up to
eighty or ninety percent of the
entire commune is Christian now.
When I speak about a commune,
it is not just a collection of farms;
it's half a million people.
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Dan Wooding

One of Brother Andrew’s major concerns is making Christians in the free

world aware of the persecution laking place in

countries.

Some incidents are just amaz-
ing. We know of a group of two
hundred thousand Christians in
one commune, where they only
had one Bible. And groups such
as this ask us for Bibles.

So I would say the revival in

dirg

D

Brother Andrew began his min-
istry in Eastern Europe in 1955.
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ommunist and Muslim

China is probably the most ex-
citing thing happening now and
to me it is very rewarding. It is
also very humbling, because the
leaders of the housechurch move-
ment there say that Open Doors
has had a tremendous role in
that revival through being with
them at their time of need and
supporting them.

NW: What are some factors you
gee contributing to the revival
there?

BA: I think there are several.
One is the absence of denomina-
tional structure. The new be-
lievers’ lack of formal religious
background threw them right
back to Scripture and to the
most primitive form of Chris-
tianity imaginable. Second is
that because they had given up
everything, they had nothing to
lose, like the disciples of old.
The third factor is that the

Chinese people have lost faith in
the ruling ideology. Many of
them have seen that communism
is empty. They had been taught
to worship Chairman Mao, but
now his works are disregarded
and it's almost a crime to read
The Quotations of Chairman
Mao, whereas ten years ago,
everyone had to read it. The new
chairman has his own different
little sayings, which has only
made the people realize they had
no solid basis for their beliefs.
Therefore, there is a vacuum.
But suddenly the gospel comes
in, presented by poor farmers
and young people on the move,
and it makes an impact like
nothing else in their history.

I think that these three fac-
tors contributed most to the
revival there. But for it to stabi-
lize, 1 really believe that now
they need the Scriptures.

NW: How important is it to
know the Scriptures in such a
setting?

BA: Jesus said in one of His
discussions with the Pharisees
that they erred because they
knew neither the Scriptures, nor
the power of God. In other
words, the reasons for possible
error are first, not knowing the
Scriptures, and second, not know-
ing the power of God. Now, if
the Chinese know the power of
God—and in many ways they
know it in China more than in
America—they can still err, be-
cause knowing the power of God
and not having a foundation
based on the Word of God can
quickly lead to abuse, super-
stition, or superficiality. So I
still see them in a dangerous
area, and we must now do all we
can to supply them with the
Scriptures.

NW: Are the people you've been
ministering to in Red China ex-
periencing persecution?
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BA: Yes, Christians in many
countries are experiencing it.
China now has a new wave of
persecution, of which most of
the world is unaware. Even
when the premier of China vis-
ited America, there was no indi-
cation of any difficulty. Not a
word was said, to my knowledge,
about the recent persecution in
China. But proportionately, the
persecution in Muslim countries
is fiercer. There are fewer Chris-
tians there and they are far more
vulnerable. So that's also one of
the main concerns I have in Open

Doors, as we are working in many
of those Muslim countries.

NW: Do you find God moving
more dramatically in those circum-
stances involving persecution?

BA: Absolutely. When we read
those tremendous sermons in
the Acts of the Apostles, we see
they were all spoken in situa-
tions of persecution. And I think
that living as a minority, or at
least as a despised group, in any
given society, places people in a
confrontation situation where

Brother Andrew is encouraged by the tremendous revival taking place in
China, where the number of Christians is estimated at fifty million.
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the power of God is more readily
manifested, because God has
stressed that He will stand with
those who are His. That is a
secret they have discovered be-
cause of their circumstances,
and we haven't yet. Maybe one
day, God in His grace is going to
give us a share of persecution. I
think it will do us good.

NW: Despite the persecution,
are you encouraged in these days
as you see what's going on?

BA: Jesus preaches two sermons
on the end time in Matthew and
in Mark. In both cases, the mid-
dle verse says that this gospel of
the Kingdom must be preached
to the ends of the earth and then
will the end come, We tend to see
wars, revolutions, and earth-
quakes as signs of the end time,
and they are, but according to
Jesus’' words, persecution and
world evangelism are also signs
of the end time. I see both devel-
oping in our time, so I'm very
encouraged to see God is not
leaving His children alone.

To a great degree, His chil-
dren are growing in numbers
and strength in these countries
where Christians are persecuted,
and as our awareness of their
plight grows, their fire will spill
over to us and we'll be able to
share more effectively the knowl-
edge God has entrusted to us. I
think God has given us tremen-
dous teaching on the Holy Spirit
and on basic Scripture truth, and
God has given us wealth, and
God has given us the ability to
travel. So when the preaching of
the gospel and the other signs
come together, I tell you, some-
thing’s going to happen. I'm very
encouraged. [

For more information on Brother
Andrew’s ministry, write to Open
Doors with Brother Andrew, P.O.
Box 2020, Orange, CA 92669.
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DRAWING CLOGER

Prayer: Talking With

Someone You Love
BY ROUSAS J. RUSHDOONY

Why do we make prayer so complicated?

Hiustration: LAM
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ver the years, I have

read many books and ar-

ticles on prayer. These
have contained a number of
good points, but basically I am
at the least unhappy with, if not
somewhat hostile toward, ‘“how-
to-pray’’ literature.

Such works begin with a fun-
damental fallacy; namely, that
we need to be taught how to
pray to God. This I find very
strange. No one ever had to
teach me how to talk to my wife.
When 1 fell in love with her, I
most definitely wanted to talk to
her! After all these years, when I
am away from home, I call her
nightly, and we find it difficult
to end our conversation. At
home, we talk all day long; we
share our experiences, reactions,
ideas, and feelings. Talking to
my wife is as natural as breath-
ing! No more than I needed in-
structions before 1 started
breathing at birth do I need in-
structions on how to talk to my
wife. I love her, and talking to
her is an aspect of the expres-
sion of our love. When by God’s
grace we are born again, talking
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to Him is an aspect of our new
life, like breathing.

The how-to-pray literature
does have, however, a certain
value. It concentrates on formal
prayer. It tells us how in our

by my failure here. Give me
grace to deal with this man.”
When we are afraid of some-
thing confronting us, we tell
God so, and we ask for courage
to cope with the problem or hurt.

in church, at the dinner table, or
in private devotions, my rela-
tionship to Him will be cold, for-
mal, and a bit awkward. If I talk
to Him in the shower, at my
desk as I work, while gardening,

If we walk and talk with God every hour
of every day, we can't help but grow close to Him.

devotions, or in public prayer, to
praise God, to thank Him, to
remember the needs of all His
people, the sufferings of the
needy, and more. Such prayer in-
volves also the confession of
sins, the commitment of ourselves
and our hopes, fears, and needs to
the Lord, and so on. At the
table, in our private devotions,
and in public prayer, these
prayer manuals and instructions
serve a very necessary and
useful function. They keep our
prayers from becoming self-
centered, and they require us to
keep our minds fixed on the
kingdom of God and all His

glory.

Conversing With God

But my concern is the prayer
that is most basic, our talking to
God, By this 1 mean our one-
sentence prayers all day long, by
which we silently but continual-
ly communicate with God. We
thank Him for our night's rest
and the day's joys. When we
face a difficult situation, we ask,
“Lord, give me patience to cope
with this problem.” Then, later,
we thank Him for His guiding
hand and care. If we have a dif-
ficult person to meet with, we
ask, “Lord, I don't know what
to say, and I don’t want to lose
my temper or hurt the Kingdom

12

But this is only the begin-
ning. I do not talk with my wife
about serious and important
matters only. I talk to her for
the joy of communion with her.
We tell each other of our love a
dozen or more times daily. I en-
joy the sound of her voice, and
she mine. The Song of Solomon
speaks of this more than once,
referring with joy to “‘the voice
of my beloved.”

So too when we delight in the
Lord, we talk to Him all day
long. Is it a beautiful day?
“Lord, how glorious is Thy cre-
ation!'' When I go fishing, the
first one to hear about the re-
sults is the Lord. Of course, He
knows before I do. But talking
to Him is life itself. (Last year,

on a single cast, 1 caught two

bass, each hitting the plug from
different directions when it hit
the water. Thanks, Lord, what a
thrill!)

A Happier Relationship

Prayer is talking to God.
Now, when I talk to my wife, I
do not limit my conversation to
the start of meals, or morning or
evening, beginning by saying,
“Dear Dorothy...." I talk to
her all day long, going and com-
ing. The more we talk, the more
we enjoy talking to each other.
If I only talk to God when I am

or walking, or whatever I am do-
ing, I am much closer to Him
and more familiar with Him. I
have then a happy relationship
in which talking to God comes
easily.

I once met someone I had
known very well years before.
We had been close friends, but
about forty years ago, we moved
to different areas, and our lives
took very different directions. It
was a pleasure to see him, but a
bit strange. We very quickly ran
out of conversation, because our
lives had grown so far apart.

So too when our praying is
merely formal, at the table, in
devotions, or in church meet-
ings, we grow apart from God.

But, if we walk and talk with
God every hour of every day, we
can't help but grow close to
Him. We breathe easier and talk
more around someone we love
and delight in. Likewise, we
pray more easily and are more
alive when we maintain a con-
tinual conversation with the
Lord—talking with Him and
walking with Him all day long. (1

Rousas J. Rushdoony, author of In-
stitutes of Biblical Law, is presi-
dent of the Chalcedon Foundation,
an educational organization es-
tablished to encourage and pub-
lish Christian scholarship.
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Mike Reead

THE CHURCH IN ACTION

K.

—
-

-

Home Groups

AN INTERVIEW WITH HOUSTON MILES
Making the church ready for growth

hat happens when a
church grows too large
for one pastor to han-

dle? The Reverend Houston Miles
experienced this in 1971 when,
after many months of prayer, re-
vival spread throughout the
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small church he pastored. Hun-
dreds of people were saved and
filled with the Holy Spirit, and
many experienced healings and
deliverance, as meetings were
held in the church nearly every
night for four months. The Rever-

end Miles and the other church
leaders were faced with the dilem-
ma of giving proper pastoral care
to the now large congregation.
After seeking the Lord, they
decided to break the church
down into small home groups,
which could give members the
kind of intimate care and fellow-
ship they needed while main-
taining the larger church body.
These cell groups have suc-
cessfully functioned within
Evangel Cathedral for more than
ten years now, and the church

13




has continued to grow, with sat-
ellite churches established in
Georgia, North Carolina, and
South Carolina. In this interview,
Houston Miles explains how
these cell groups were formed
and how they work within the
larger church.

New Wine: Why did you begin to
incorporate the ‘‘house meeting”
or ‘‘cell group'’ concept into your
church.

Houston Miles: In the early sev-
enties I was exposed to teachings
on small group meetings from
various sources. But 1 also saw
in the Scriptures the need for the
small church, as well as the large
church. For example, the Apos-
tle Paul said in Acts 20:20, “'I
did not shrink from declaring to
you anything that was profit-
able and teaching you publicly
and from house to house." So ap-
parently they had house meet-
ings in the New Testament.

Mike Read

| think in a sense
everyone can be
a leader. Anyone
who has been
saved as long as
five years ought
at least to be
able to teach
new converts
what they've
learned in that
five years.

I look at the house meetings
as being churches within the
church; a small church within
the local setting of a large
church. I think the large congre-

gation is important, but I view
the house meetings as the best
way to provide pastoral care for
the people.

Back in 1971, I had become
disenchanted with the ministry
and even thought about leaving
it. But then I thought, Before I
do that I'll at least give the
ministry one more chance. So we
organized prayer groups and
prayer chains in my church, and
we prayed for about six months
for God to do something. Then,
in August of 1971, people began
to just pour into the church. We
had hundreds saved and healed
and filled with the Holy Spirit.
Suddenly, we had all these peo-
ple on our hands and we weren’t
prepared for it. One major prob-
lem we had was how to shepherd
the people. So we turned to the
home group. Of course, it took
us a while to get off the ground;
we had to start slow so that we
could train leaders. I took a few
men and worked with them over

The people in the home groups, says Houston Miles, are contented people. They don’t have lo be pampered or
counseled, and they're looked after if they get sick. They're the happiest people in the church, he says.
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a period of a couple of years.

NW: How did you handle the
training of these leaders?

HM: | started off with one
group, the men in my own cell
group, and 1 worked with them.
When 1 felt they were ready, I
had them start some other
groups. It has gotten to the place
now where we are going from ad-
dition to multiplication; because
each of them then trained other
men who then in turn trained
more men. All of us together
have been working to raise up
men to replace us, or to do the
work that we were doing. Every
month now, we're adding one or
two groups, and we've gotten to
the place where adequate leader-
ship has been provided.

NW: What do you look for in a
person whom you are consider-
ing as a potential leader? Do you
think there are only a special
few called to leadership, or do
you believe that we all have
leadership potential because of
what God has done in our lives?

HM: I think in a sense everyone
can be a leader. The author of
Hebrews said, By this time you
ought to be teachers...."” Any-
one who has been saved as long
as five years ought at least to be
able to teach new converts what
they've learned in that five
years, Everyone has that poten-
tial. And all saints ought to be
equipped to work in the minis-
try. In Ephesians chapter 4,
Paul lists the fivefold ministry
gifts given to equip the saints to
do the work of the ministry. So
there is a ministry for all of us.

But in a more defined sense,
there will be those who will lead
and others who will follow. Lead-
ers are a special category. But
what 1 look for in a leader pri-
marily is attitude, to see if he
loves people. Then I look at his
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qualifications according to 1
Timothy chapter 3—things such
as whether his home is in order.

NW: What do you believe was
the catalyst in bringing so many
new people into your church in
such a short period of time?

HM: The only thing I know we

did was pray. I always refer to it
as a sovereign move of God be-
cause when it happened, it caught
us by surprise. Even though we’'d
been praying for six months, we
really weren't expecting it. God
slipped up on our blind side!
We were a traditional church,
and there was no way we could
have planned it or organized it.

lustration: | A M.
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But it happened so quickly, it
was upon us almost before we
knew what was going on. People
just piled in and we had a revival
on our hands.

My people were spectators to
start with. Folks came in from
all these other churches and de-
nominations and just took over
the building. It continued every
night for about four months.
We'd have services until mid-
night. Fortunately, the revival
lasted long enough to finally get
my members involved. As time
went on, more and more of them
joined in. And it really changed
the church.

NW: Do you think we're on the
verge of seeing some more of
that take place—another sov-
ereign move of God where peo-
ple pour into the churches?

HM: I think we will see that in
the future. God has sent one
wave after another. Prophecies
are being fulfilled yet we see
unfulfilled prophecy. Looking at
what God has already done, we
see that He is working to restore

The home
meetings meet a
need that is not
met in the
corporate
go’rherings.
eople get
attention. They
feel accepted.

the Church. Every wave has
brought something permanent to
the Church in that restoration
process, and there’s more yet to
come. The third chapter of Acts
says, ''The heavens were to con-
tain Christ until all things were
fulfilled spoken by the prophets,
until all things were restored.” I
believe that the best is yet to
come because every wave has
brought something new. We've

Miles points oul that it is hard to have close fellowship in a traditional
church service but in home meetings, there is ample opportunity for

developing relationships.
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been a building block laid upon
previous work done by the Holy
Spirit.

I see the next move of God be-
ing even greater. As a matter of
fact, the Bible even talks about
nations being converted in the
future. Isaiah chapter 54, for ex-
ample, says, ‘‘Lengthen your
cords, stretch your tents, you
will break out on the right hand
and on the left and your seed
shall inherit nations.” There are
a number of scriptures that refer
to nations being converted. I
believe we're going to see an out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit that
will change nations, and multi-
tudes will be saved.

NW: In that light, then, would
you say that the kind of prepara-
tion you wish you had had be-
fore that revival time in your
church is the kind God is calling
us to right now?

HM: I believe this is an interim
period. We're between waves. I
believe the present truth for the
Church today is: Get ready for
the next wave. We must prepare
for it. 1 believe this is the time
for sowing, a time for raising up
leaders, a time for preparing for
what is coming. I've seen the im-
portance of preparation. The
church where I was saved later
had a great revival but lost
almost everyone, simply because
we weren't prepared. We didn’t
have the organization; we didn’t
have the leadership; we didn't
have the teachers; the facilities
weren't there. Consequently, we
saw almost everyone slip right
through our fingers. We only re-
tained maybe two or three per-
sons out of the many who were

saved.

NW: What have you seen as
some of the benefits and advan-
tages of the kind of structure
that you have now at your
church?
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HM: The home meetings meet a
need that is not met in the cor-
porate gatherings. People get in-
dividual attention. They feel
accepted. They can take part in
discussions and get questions an-
swered. There's participation, in-
volvement, and body ministry.
They not only receive ministry
themselves, but they also be-
come active in helping to min-
ister to others. Of course, one of
the main benefits of home meet-
ings is the development of rela-
tionships. It's hard to have close
fellowship in a church service
because you're looking at the
back of someone's head. But in
the home meeting, sitting
around the table, talking and
sharing and praying for one
another, relationships are
developed.

We are seeing more and more
people becoming involved in the
home groups. And the people in
these groups, which involve more
than fifty percent of the con-
gregation, are the most con-
tented people in the church. We
don’t have to pamper them; we

Miles says it is important for the
Church to be ready for revival.

don’t have to counsel with them.
They're looked after if they get
sick. They're looked after if they
go to the hospital. And they're
the happiest people in the
church. They 're taken care of by
their group leader. We look for-
ward to the day when we can get
all the church members in the
home groups.

NW: What are some of the chal-
lenges you see facing the larger
Church right now?

HM: I believe this is a time for
sowing. The last wave was reap-
ing. And we have reaped a large
harvest ourselves, simply be-
cause it was a time of harvest.
Right now may be a sowing
time. As long as the earth re-
mains, the Bible says, there
shall be seed time and harvest
time. Ecclesiastes 3:1 says,
“There is an appointed time for
everything, a time to sow and a
time to reap.”

I think it’s also a time that we
need to mature and equip the
saints, because if we don't, then
when all these people come in
this next wave, there won't be
enough pastors and elders to
care for them. We must raise up
a multitude of people to take
care of all the babes. Babes and
more babes, 1 believe, will be
birthed into the kingdom of God.
So we've got to prepare for the
fields again being white unto the
harvest. [

Communications.
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TESTIMONY

Losing Weight,
Finding Life

BY MARY MONCRIEF

Real relationships and the reality of God's grace

were the keys to conquering a weight problem.
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ary Moncrief, a reader
from Houston, Texas,
spent more than twen-

ty years of her life extremely
overweight. Because of that, she
lived in almost complete isola-
tion, and food became her only
friend. But when she met the
Lord, she found a true Friend,
who opened the way not only for
her to lose weight, but also for
her to develop meaningful per-
sonal relationships. Here is her
testimony.

My first day of junior high
school was no small disaster.
And it was typical of the way I
spent more than twenty years of
my life because I was so over-
weight. When I entered my home-
room, 1 saw that each desk was
labeled with a student’s name.
Of course, they had no idea what
we looked like; they just as-
signed desks by our names.

The teacher told me where my
desk was, and I ran to sit down
before the start of class. Al-
though the desk was too small, 1
did manage to sit down in it. But
the real problem came when the
teacher called us each to come to
the front of the room—the desk
came with me! There I was,
stuck in a desk in front of the en-
tire class! And the teacher had
to pry it off me.

A Life of Isolation

Along with humiliation such
as that, being overweight re-
sulted in isolation for me. I
hated the way I looked and was
so self-conscious that I wasn't
able to talk to anyone. Even at
home I was alone because we
didn't communicate well with
one another.

At school, I didn’t have any
friends, even when I was in
grade school. Out on the play-
ground, the girls would jump
rope or skip or play tag, but all 1
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Mary spent more than twenty years of her life overweight—at one point
she weighed nearly three hundred fifty pounds.

could do was just walk around. 1
would pace up and down the
fence and look into the street.
Because of my weight, there just
wasn't any game that I was able
to play.

And as 1 got older, when all the
kids would go places such as the
amusement park, I couldn’t even
do that. I tried several times but I
wasn't able to fit in the rides, and
it was too embarrassing,.

So I spent my entire life alone
at home and alone at school, and
I really didn't have anything in
my life besides food. Food was
my only friend and eating was the
only thing I could really enjoy.

The Beginning of Change
Change began to come to my
life when I was a teenager, and
my family moved to Rapid City,
South Dakota. Because we went
to a public school there, we began
taking religion classes at our
Catholic church in the evenings.
At the first meeting the cou-
ple that was leading the group
gave us each a tract. 1 opened
mine up and it said, ‘God loves
you.” I almost started crying be-

NEW WINE

cause 1 couldn't believe someone
actually loved me, No one in my
entire life had ever told me that.
That little booklet helped to
spark a sincere love for Jesus,
and I decided right then that
whatever it would take to be
His, 1'd do it.

Not long after that, the cou-
ple who taught my religion class
took me with them after one of
our meetings out to a little coun-
try church. I don't know who the
minister was, but a man was
there preaching the gospel, and
he was the one who prayed for
me. That night the Lord Jesus
came into my heart.

The excitement in me contin-
ued to grow as | began meeting
with some Christians who had
something in their lives that I so
desperately needed—real, com-
mitted relationships with each
other. Their friendships had
nothing superficial in them, For
someone like myself, who had
been alienated for so long, it was
a dream come true. Unfortunate-
ly, my dream was soon altered
by a move with my family to
Houston, Texas.

Searching for Reality

Immediately I began looking
for Christians in Houston who
were as serious about commit-
ting themselves to the Lord and
to one another in meaningful
relationships as those folks in
South Dakota. I was searching
for something genuine and real
in the way of a church fellow-
ship, but I didn’t have any idea
where to look. Week after week I
searched the newspapers and
looked through the Yellow Pages,
and whenever I came upon any-
thing that seemed good, I tried it.
I went to all different kinds of
churches and groups, and talked
to many people. Although no
one had any idea of what I was
talking about and looking for, 1
was determined not to settle for
anything less than what God
had put in my heart.

Then finally a lady, whom I
really didn't even know, called
me one day and said, "I think I
know what kind of people you're
looking for. I'm not saying I
agree with what they're doing
but I know you're looking, so I
want to give you the name and
number,”’

Through that contact I found
the church God had for me and
the people who would be able to
help me. As time passed, I
became more involved in the
church, which was truly what I
had been searching for. The peo-
ple there were committed to the
Lord, to each other, and to me. I
began to get to know my pastor
and his wife better, and found
out they cared enough to help
me with the problem with my
weight. At that time, I was
weighing about three hundred
fifty pounds, which was a dan-
gerous place to be. 1 was
experiencing a lot of medical
problems because of my weight,
so really 1 didn’t have a choice
any longer—I had to lose
weight.
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Mary’s pastor, Tim Wood, right,
was able to encourage her during
her time of weight loss.

Developing Relationships

After reading an article about
Weight Watchers, my pastor and
his wife suggested that this
might be the best diet for me. If
there was any way in the entire
world that I did not want to lose
weight it was on the Weight
Watchers' program—mainly be-
cause I knew the amount of self-
discipline it would require. I did
start, however, and the first
week I actually gained weight
instead of losing, because it was
such a big change in eating hab-
its. Eventually, though, I was
able to take a little weight off.

But 1 still hadn’t learned
much about having real relation-
ships, which I came to see was
the first obstacle I needed to
overcome. The void in my life
that food was filling had to be
replaced. It took about three
years for me to learn how to
communicate with people and
enjoy friendships more than
food, but as 1 began to develop a
relationship with my pastor,
Tim, and his wife, Connie, to
learn to walk in obedience to
what they were asking me to do
about my weight, 1 saw some
real progress.

As I was able to learn how to
eat correctly and normally, and
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as | was able to walk in obedi-
ence, 1 saw the beginning fruits
of victory in my life. In fact, I
eventually lost down to my
Weight Watchers' goal of one
hundred ten pounds—an accom-
plishment that qualified me to
receive all kinds of honors. But
in reality, I knew that neither
Weight Watchers nor I deserved
any credit or awards for my
weight loss; my progress was en-
tirely due to God's grace.

My pastor helped me to see
one further refinement on my
weight situation. He pointed out
that for my discipline to be real
and not just the result of Weight
Watchers' meetings, I needed to
be able to live it on my own, For
me that was another “‘new sea-
son,” But again through God’s
grace I endured and maintained
my weight loss, all the while
gaining new life.

An Entirely New Experience
It's that new life that has
been overwhelming to me. For
one thing, I am actually now
able to go out and look for new
clothes. 1 even feel good about
the way I look, whereas before
there was just no way.
Shopping for clothes is also an
entirely new experience for me.
I'm even learning new things
about what kind of stores to shop
in and which departments to look
in; and other practical decisions
that make shopping a joy for me
now. One day, just for the fun of
it, I ventured into one of our
finer, more expensive stores. I
was trying on some clothes and
the saleslady brought in a beauti-
ful ivory-colored wool skirt in a
size four, I tried the skirt on and
it was too big! I looked at her
and said, “Does this come in a
size two?"' And she said, ‘‘No,
they don't make them in a size
two.” That was just amazing,
because previously I had trouble
finding clothes big enough at
shops carrying clothes for heavy

women.,

Now, not only can I shop for
clothes with joy, but I can par-
ticipate with my friends in other
activities, such as skating and
square dancing. I can run and
skip. I can even dance before the
Lord. It’s just all brand-new.

God has changed my enjoy-
ment for food to an enjoyment
for Him. I love being in His pres-
ence and enjoying His Spirit, en-
joying Him. I'll never be alone
again.

My weight loss has also given
me hope for the future. I have
real hope in my heart that one
day I will develop a good, strong
relationship with a man and get
married and have children.

Victory in Life

I'm grateful to have lost so
much weight and to be able to do
things I've never done before.
But the surprises haven’t ceased.
Ironically, after all that work, my
pastor has now advised me to put
back on about twenty pounds to
be healthier—I had lost too much
weight! Right now, I'm halfway
there at one hundred twenty
pounds.

With all that I have learned
through this experience the one
realization that is clearest is that
losing all that weight was only
possible because God brought
me to a place where I was able to
walk in a committed relationship
with Him and His servants in
obedience to His will. I am re-
minded of Jesus, who because of
His relationship with His
heavenly Father, was able to
walk in obedience and go to the
cross and die and give us the
ultimate victory over sin and
death. And I am honored that
God gave me the abundant grace
to endure and gain the victory in
my life. O

Mary Moncrief is a New Wine
reader who resides in Houston,
Texas.
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WALKING IT OUT

Strengthening
Your Grip on
Encouragement

BY CHARLES R. SWINDOLL

The importance of affirming others

eystone, Colorado, is a
: ski resort area about an
hour and a half west of

Denver. My family and I were in-
vited to spend Thanksgiving
week at that picturesque spot in
1980 with about five hundred
single young adults, most of
whom were staff personnel with
Campus Crusade for Christ, an
international Christian organi-
zation. 1 cannot recall a time
when there was a greater spirit
of teachability and enthusiasm
among a group of people. The at-
mosphere was electric!

I spoke all week on the sub-
ject of servanthood, emphasiz-
ing the importance of today's
leader being one who helps, en-
courages, affirms, and cares for
others rather than one who pulls
rank and takes advantage of
them. Many of the things I pre-
sented have now found their
way into a book.! God really
changed some lives that week. I
continue to hear from various
men and women who were a part
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of that memorable experience.

By Friday of that week I de-
cided to take a break and hit the
slopes (emphasis on hit, since it
was my first time in all my life
to attempt to ski). It had snowed
all day Thanksgiving. The ski
areas were absolutely beautiful
and in perfect condition. I struck
out on my virgin voyage with a
positive mental attitude, think-
ing, I'm going to be the first per-
son who learned to ski without
falling down. Guiness Book of
World Records will hear of this
and write me up!

Don’t bother to check. I'm
not in the book.

It was unbelievable! You
have heard of the elephant man?
On skis, I'm the rhinoceros man.
It is doubtful that anyone else
on planet earth has ever come
down any ski slope more ways
than I did—or landed in more
positions, or did more creative
things in the air before landing.
I can still hear the words of a ski
instructor as she stood before

her class of children, staring at
me as I zipped past them. I was
by then on one leg, leaning dan-
gerously to the starboard side,
traveling about thirty-five miles
an hour—completely out of con-
trol. “Now class, that is what I
don’t want you to do!” As I re-
call, T ended that slide a few miles
from Denver in a field of buffalo.
Even they looked surprised.

Working with me that humili-
ating day was the world’s most
encouraging ski instructor (yes,
I had an instructor!), who set the
new record in patience. She is
the one whom Guiness needs to
interview.

Never once did she lose her
cool.

Never once did she laugh at
me.
Never once did she yell,
scream, threaten, or swear.

Never once did she call me
“dummy."”

Never once did she say, ‘“You
are absolutely impossible. I
quit!”’

That dear, gracious lady
helped me up more times than I
can number. She repeated the
same basics time and again—
like she had never said them
before. Even though I was cold-
er than an explorer in the Ant-
arctic, irritable, impatient, and
under the snow more than I was
on it, she kept on offering words
of reassurance. On top of all
that, she didn’t even charge me
for those hours on the baby
slope when she could have been
enjoying the day with her
friends on the fabulous, long
slope up above. That day God
gave me a living, never-to-be-
forgotten illustration of the
value of encouragement. Had it
not been for her spirit and her
words, believe me, I would have
hung 'em up and been back in
the condo, warming my feet by
the fire in less than an hour.

What is true for a novice on
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the snow once a year is all the
more true for the people we meet
every day. Harassed by demands
and deadlines; bruised by worry,
adversity, and failure; broken by
disillusionment; and defeated by
sin, they live somewhere be-
tween dull discouragement and
sheer panic. Even Christians are
not immune! We may give off
this ‘‘I've got it all together'" air
of confidence, much like I did
when 1 first snapped on the skis
at Keystone. But realistically,
we also struggle, lose our bal-
ance, slip and slide, tumble, and
fall flat on our face.

All of us need encouragement—
somebody to believe in us, to re-
assure and reinforce us, to help us
pick up the pieces and go on, to
provide us with increased deter-
mination in spite of the odds.

Charles Swindoll is convinced that many people dry up because of a lack
of encouragement.
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The Meaning of Encouragement

When you stop to analyze the
concept, encourage takes on new
meaning. It’s the act of inspir-
ing others with renewed cour-
age, spirit, or hope. When we
encourage others we spur them
on; we stimulate and affirm
them. It is helpful to remember
the distinction between ap-
preciation and affirmation, We
appreciate what a person does,
but we affirm who a person is.
Appreciation comes and goes be-
cause it is usually related to
something someone accom-
plishes. Affirmation goes
deeper. It is directed to the per-
son himself. While encourage-
ment would encompass both, the
rarer of the two is affirmation.
To be appreciated, we get the
distinct impression that we

must earn it by some accom-
plishment. But affirmation re-
quires no such prerequisite. This
means that even when we don't
earn the right to be appreciated
(because we failed to succeed or
because we lacked the accom-
plishment of some goal), we can
still be affirmed—indeed, we
need it then more than ever.

I do not care how influential
or secure or mature a person
may appear to be, genuine en-
couragement never fails to help.
Most of us need massive doses
of it as we slug it out in the tren-
ches. But we are usually too
proud to admit it. Unfortunate-
ly, this pride is as prevalent
among members of God's family
as it is on the streets of the
world.

Significance of Encouragement

Certainly there is more to en-
couragement than a smile and a
quick pat on the back. We need
to realize just how valuable it
really is.

A good place to start is with
the word itself. Encouragement,
as used in Hebrews 10:25, is
from the same Greek root used
for the Holy Spirit in John 14:26
and 16:7. In both those verses
He is called “the Helper." The
actual term, parakaleo, is from a
combination of two smaller words,
kaleo, ‘‘to call,”’ and para,
“alongside.”” Just as the Holy
Spirit is called alongside to help
us, so it is with us when you and
I encourage someone else. In
fact, when we encourage others,
we come as close to the work of
the Holy Spirit as anything we
can do in God's family.

Believe me, when Christians
begin to realize the value of mu-
tual encouragement, there is no
limit to what we can be stimu-
lated to accomplish. It is thrill-
ing to realize that God has “called
us alongside to help" others who
are in need. How much better to
be engaged in actions that lift
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others up rather than actions
that tear them down!

The beautiful part about en-
couragement is this: Anybody
can do it. You don't need a lot of
money to carry it out. You don’t
even need to be a certain age. In
fact, some of the most encourag-
ing actions or words I've re-
ceived have come from my own

much at birthdays or Christmas,
but at unexpected times.

3. Make phone calls. Be brief
and to the point. Express appre-
ciation for something specific
that you genuinely appreciate.
4. Notice a job well-done and say
go. I know a few important peo-
ple who are successful largely
because they have splendid as-

When we encourage others,
we come as close to the work of the
Holy Spirit as anything we can do

in God's family.

children at a time when my
heart was heavy. They saw the
need and moved right in—they
‘‘came alongside and helped.”

1 am absolutely convinced
that there are many thousands of
people who are drying up on the
vine simply because of the lack of
encouragement. Lonely, forgotten
missionaries, military service men
and women away from home, col-
legians and seminarians, the
gick and the dying, the divorced
and the grieving, those who serve
faithfully behind the scenes with
scarcely a glance or comment
from anyone.

Implementing Encouragement
Maybe a few ideas will help
spark an interest in putting our
encouragement into action,
1. Observe and mention admi-
rable character qualities you see
in others, such as punctuality,
thoroughness, tactfulness, dili-
gence, faithfulness, honesty, good
attitude, compassion, loyalty,
good sense of humor, tolerance,
vision, and faith.
2. Correspondence, thank-you
notes, and small gifts with a note
attached are preferable not so
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gistance from secretaries and
support personnel within the
ranks—but seldom are those
people told what'a fine job they
are doing.

5. Cultivate a positive, reassur-
ing attitude. Think and respond
along this line. Encouragement
cannot thrive in a negative,
squint-eyed atmosphere.

6. Pick up the tab in a restau-
rant; provide free tickets to
some event you know the person
(or family) would enjoy; send
flowers; give a gift of money
when it seems appropriate.

7. Be supportive to someone you
know is hurting. Reach out with-
out fear of what others may
think or say.

The ability to encourage is de-
veloped first in one’s home. It is
here that this vital virtue is cul-
tivated. Children pick it up from
their parents as they become the
recipients of their mother’s and
dad’s words of delight and ap-
proval. Numerous tests docu-
ment the sad fact, however, that
homes tend to be far more nega-
tive than positive, much less af-
firming than critical.

Allow me to challenge you to

have a family that is different.
Start taking whatever steps
that need to be taken to develop
in your home a spirit of positive,
reinforcing, consistent encour-
agement. Your family will be
forever grateful, believe me.
And you will be a lot happier
person.

I know a young man whose
spinal cord was severed in an
accident when he was four years
old. He has absolutely no use of
his legs today. They are like
excess baggage stuck to his
body. But thanks to a father who
believed in him and a wife who ab-
solutely adores him, Rick Leaven-
worth accomplishes feats today
that you and I call unbelievable.
One of his more recent ones is
backpacking and mountain climb-
ing. In fact, a film has been made
that shows him reaching the top
of a mountain over thirteen
thousand feet elevation—all
alone, just Rick, his wheelchair,
and determination cultivated over
years of encouragement,

I'm giving serious thought to
giving up skiing and taking up
backpacking. Maybe Rick will
be willing to train me. [J

Footnote
'Charles R. Swindoll, Improving Your
Serve (Waco, TX: Word Books, 1981).

Charles R. Swindoll is senior pas-
tor of First Evangelical Free
Church in Fullerton, California.
He is widely known through his
international radio program, In-
sight for Living, and is the
author of several books, includ-
ing Improving Your Serve, Make
Up Your Mind, and Home:
Where Life Makes Up Its Mind.

Condensed from Strengthening
Your Grip by Charles R.
Swindoll, copyright © 1952,
pages 42-54; used by permission
of Word Books, Publisher, Waco,
Texas, 79796.
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INSIGHT

Part two of a two-part series

The Law of

Accountabili

BY CHARLES SIMPSON

Sooner or later, we've got to face up to the reality of responsibility.

ast month we saw that
the law of accountability
is just as real as the law of

gravity. Romans 14:12 says clear-
ly that each of us shall give an ac-
count of himself to God. So in
God's eyes, there is really only
one person ultimately responsi-
ble for your life—you!

We have the choice either to
acknowledge or ignore the law of
accountability. But one thing is
certain—we can't change it. This
month we look at the economic
implications of this law, and the
decision it demands of us.

The law of accountability is
what holds society together. It is
what holds families and churches
together, In fact, it is what holds
the world together. But when we
begin to violate that law, things
start to come apart. Even those
who teach that there is no law of
accountability are beginning to
lament that gross irresponsibil-
ity has led to a sick social
order—and yet they continue to
deny that law’s existence.

As we saw last month, three
men—Charles Darwin, Karl Marx,
and Sigmund Freud—have influ-
enced society enormously by
trying to suspend the law of ac-
countability, And we need to un-
derstand one sobering truth:
Darwin, Marx, and Freud have
become to a great degree the
official policy of our land. Our
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society is permeated with a
Darwinian view of creation, a
Marxist view of economics and
sociology, and a Freudian view
of psychological behavior. But
perhaps where we see the evi-
dences of suspended account-
ability most clearly is in the
realm of economics.

Economics of Accountability

Many people have been over-
taken in their thinking with
Marxist sociology and econom-
ics. Because of the economic
theories being taught in schools,
most young people have little
idea what free enterprise is, or
how it works. They aren't aware
of the dynamics involved when
free individuals cause their re-
sources to interact to make in-
crease. They don't know how
wealth is created.

The idea the average young
person has is that wealth is like
a pie. The whole pie equals one
hundred percent of available
wealth, and everyone should have
an equal share. If someone has a
bigger piece of the pie, he is tak-
ing away from someone else, who
is stuck with a smaller piece. That
in a nutshell is socialistic
economics, and many have been
brainwashed with that kind of
Marxist-based philosophy.

What is wrong with the so-
cialistic idea that there is one
hundred percent of everything
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and everyone ought to have his
fair share? What is wrong is that
it rules out God. There is not one
hundred percent of everything.
God is unlimited. God, through
us, creates wealth and prosperi-
ty. He is able to multiply our re-
sources in our hands just as He
multiplied the loaves and fishes
in the hands of the disciples.

Who Is Answerable?

But the greatest flaw of social-
istic economics is that it at-
tempts to rule out the law of
accountability and its reality. So-
cialistic societies, such as the
Soviet Union, have made the de-
cision that everyone (or the
state) owns the land in common.
By doing so, they have produced
a condition in which everyone's
business is no one’s business.
The land that is owned by the
state never produces enough, be-
cause no one is answerable for it.
Only a bureau is answerable.

In the Soviet Union, ninety-
seven percent of the land is
owned by the state, and the re-
maining three percent is owned
by individuals. Amazingly, that
three percent of the land pro-
duces thirty-four percent of that
country’s crops! Why? Because
a man is going to answer for that
which is his very own. He'll let
the government tractor stand in
the field with a flat tire and rust,
but he won't allow that to hap-
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pen to his own tractor. He'll let
the government mule starve,
but he won't let his own mule
starve. He'll let the government
wheat rot, but he won't let his
own wheat rot. Was that tenden-
cy to be accountable for his own
belongings something he was

that, they assigned every man a
specific plot of ground as his own
and he lived from it. From that
point on, the Pilgrims prospered.
They took more interest in what
they were doing; they worked
harder; they were much more
productive and they prospered

| wasn't born prosperous, but | was
born with the truth, and God has
prospered me as | have followed it.

taught? No, it was a principle
that was born in him, It's a law
of creation, just like the law of

gravity.

Prosperity and Responsibility
Societies that flow with the
law of accountability prosper.
For the first three years after the
Pilgrims came to America they
were communal in their societal
structure. They were required to
function this way by the com-
pany in London that was backing
them. They worked for the com-
pany and owned all things in
common. During those first three
years, however, roughly half of
them starved to death. After

ATTENTION:
THURSDAY, MAY 3,

IS A NATIONAL DAY OF
PRAYER AND FASTING
AS PROCLAIMED BY
PRESIDENT REAGAN.
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because they flowed with the law
of accountability.

Everyone's business is no
one's business. But my business
is mine, and God will hold me ac-
countable for how I manage it. If
we ignore the law of individual
accountability or try to oppose
it, we will only be frustrated at
every turn. But if we acknowl-
edge and work with that eternal
law of creation, God will cause
us to prosper in Him.

I wasn’t born prosperous, but
I was born with the truth, and
God has prospered me as I have
followed it. When 1 was growing
up, I had no idea how poor we
were. My father made three dol-
lars and fifty cents a week when
I was born, and I just thought
everyone lived like we did. We
lived in a homemade one-room
trailer. But over the years, God
honored our commitment to be
accountable, and He has been
very good to my family.

It's easy to look at someone
and say, ‘‘He's got it made be-
cause wealth was handed to him
on a silver platter.” That may be,
but in most cases, the truth is
that somewhere along the line
that man learned to acknowledge
the law of accountability.

Our Response to the Law

We are faced with several
choices of what to do with the
law of accountability. First, we
can ignore it, or neglect it. We
can neglect our talents, our mon-
ey, our job—we can ignore it all.
But if we do, we will lose what'’s
entrusted to us. The Bible says
that the unfaithful servant will
lose even what he seems to have
(see Matthew 25:29).

A fellow was talking with his
pastor one time, and he said, ‘It
wasn't hard to tithe when I
wasn’t making much money. But
now that I'm making a lot of
money, it's hard to tithe.”

And the preacher said, “God
can fix that. Would you like Him
to change it back to the way it
was?"’

Sometimes we don’t like our
responsibilities, but that's the
basis for losing them. Some-
times we don't like to give an ac-
count, and we begin to disdain
what we have. That is a prelude
to doing the wrong thing with
what we have and losing it.

The man who had one talent
had it taken away from him.
What is interesting is that tal-
ent wasn't given to the man who
had two, it was given to the man
who had ten. Jesus gave it to the
most faithful man. The point is,
God is not after everyone get-
ting his share; God is after His
creation being handled the way
He wants. And if we don't take
care of what He gives us, He will
take it away.

We Must Acknowledge God

A second option we have with
the law of accountability is that
we can defy God,.taking what
He has given us as though it is
ours. But when we do, we have
stolen something. To those who
don’t tithe, God says, “Will a
man rob God? Yet you are rob-
bing Me!'’ (Mal. 3:8 NAS).

If God has given us the abili-
ty to make money (and some
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people have that ability), and we
become proud and think, Well,
I'm really smart—Ilook at all this
money I've made, then we're in
trouble. If we don't acknowledge
God in whatever we have, we be-
come thieves.

The third choice we have with
accountability is to be irrespon-
sible. But then we start feeling
guilty, because we have been
given something to do and we
know we haven't done it right.
Carrying guilt can make us phys-
ically ill. That's why we ought to
confess our sins; it rids us of
guilt. If we carry all that inside
us; if we lie or steal or don’t keep
our word or don’t pay our bills,
we may be able to con our way
through the complications this
type of behavior produces, but
something's happening down in-
side of us. God says that we need
to confess our irresponsibility,
and get rid of the guilt.

The fourth thing we can do
about the law of accountability
is we can respond to it in the
flesh, saying, “1'm going to be
responsible. I'm going to try
harder., I'm going to succeed.”
But responding in the flesh can
kill us. Work doesn't kill us—
responsibility does.

I've always had an unusual
sense of responsibility. When I
was in high school, I felt obligated
to be involved in everything, I
played football, basketball, and
baseball, sang in the glee club,
and participated in other ac-
tivities. But by the time I was
gixteen, my father said to me,
“Son, you're going to have to
give up something or you're go-
ing to have a nervous break-
down.” I was a candidate for it
because I was conscientious and
responsible, and 1 felt as if the
burden of the whole world was
on me. But responding in the
flesh will kill us.

Our Best Option
The fifth, and best, option we
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have for dealing with our respon-
sibility is to take it back to God
and say, “Lord, I need Your
help.”

It seems easier to start over
again every two or three years,
as someone who fills up one
house with trash and moves to
another one, than it does to face
up to our responsibility. But
sooner or later, we've got to face
the reality of accountability, and
when we face it, it's going to kill
us if we don'’t give it to God. The
Holy Spirit can help us. The best
thing we can do with our respon-
sibility is to keep it under the
lordship of Jesus Christ. Living
with the law of accountability
means we don’t try to ignore it,
but that we accept it and try to
function in it with the grace of
God.

As those who choose to coop-
erate with the law of account-
ability, we must be as sure as we
can be of what we're accountable
for. We tend to spend a lot of

time worrying and talking about
things that are not our respon-
sibility, and neglecting the things
we do have to answer for. We
must answer for what has been
entrusted to us—our talents,
resources, and whatever is under
our oversight,

As we do this, we will see
God's blessing come upon us.
By His grace and in the power of
the Holy Spirit, we can become
the good stewards that He de-
sires us to be. And one day we
will hear the Master’s voice say,
“Well done, thou good and faith-
ful servant. . .." [

Charles Simpson is the senior pas-
tor of Gulf Coast Covenant
Church in Mobile, Alabama, and
ministers extensively in the Unit-
ed States and abroad. He also
serves as the chairman of the In-
tegrity Communications Board
of Directors. Charles resides in
Mobile with his wife, Carolyn,
and their three children.
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TIPS FOR FATHERS

Unreasonable standards can frustrate good

family times

The Perfect
Cookie

BY BRUCE LONGSTRETH

Jacke Conn

ast Valentine's Day, I
had a tremendous idea for
a fun time with my fami-

ly. “Come on, Ladies. Let's make
some Valentine cookies!"” I said,
inviting my two daughters, ages
six and four, into the kitchen,
“Hooray!"” they yelled as they
thundered from the family room
to the kitchen table.

‘“*Are you sure you know what
you are doing, Dad?’ my wife
asked suspiciously.

“Oh sure, it's a cinch,” I
replied.

Zealously, 1 began to lay out
the plan, assigning Mom to roll
out the dough, one daughter to
cut the cookies, and the other to
frost after the cookies baked.
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“Mom, show us how to cut out
the cookies,” 1 directed.

My wife, still with that doubt-
ful look on her face, took a heart-
shaped cookie cutter in hand and
demonstrated the technique. Fol-
lowing her example, I attempted
to get this ‘‘cinch’’ project under
way.
“Look,” 1 said, “it's simple.
No, Girls, don’t touch the cook-
ies with your fingers. See what I
mean? You scrunched it all up—
now it's all crooked and ugly
looking. No, don't do it like that!
You have to do it the way Mom
said. Oh nuts, you ruined another
one by not paying attention.
Either do it right or not at all!”’

Suddenly, it hit me: What
was I trying to do? Was my goal
to create a perfect cookie or to
enjoy my kids? The truth was
that a great time of hilarious fel-
lowship had suddenly turned in-
to frustration at not being able
to produce a perfect heart-shaped
cookie!

How many of life’s greatest
adventures are missed because of
a “do-it-right-or-don't-do-it-at-all”
attitude? An unreasonable fixa-
tion with a standard keeps us
from enjoying family, friends,
job, church, or ourselves.

I read a slogan the other day
that sounded like my cookie ad-
venture: ‘'The way you solve the
problem is more important than
the solution."” Apply that to
cookies and kids and it might
sound like, ““The time spent and

the fellowship enjoyed is more
important than the cookie pro-
duced.’" In other words, the in-
gredients of the cookie-making
process—gentle direction, pa-
tience, praise, humor, laughter,
and fellowship—are more impor-
tant than the perfect cookie.

This “process principle’’ ap-
plies to all of the things we do
with our family. ‘“We made it on
time!"” sounds like “‘the perfect
cookie." But let’s look at the pro-
cess: I lost my temper. I yelled at
the kids. I drove seventy miles
an hour, ran two stoplights, and
tied my wife's stomach up in
knots because of the close call
with the garbage truck. Still—we
made it on time.

The process is at least as im-
portant as the end product—if
not more important. I believe
that if we apply this understand-
ing of the process principle to our
Christian life, we'll find it a lot
more enjoyable.

What happened to the perfect
Valentine cookie? Instead of per-
fect cookies, we had two little
girls whose contagious laughter
will long be remembered, a father
who was vindicated, a relieved
mom, and six dozen slightly
warped, overfrosted, fingerprint-
ed, heart-shaped cookies, which
were eagerly devoured by two
grateful schoolteachers, a shut-in
grandmother, an overwhelmed
crossing-guard, and a whole
bunch of friends and neighbors.

Most important of all, the les-
son learned by this often anxious
dad was: The greatest joy for God
and fathers is not in the perfect
cookie, but in the loving in-
gredients mixed together in a pro-
cess that makes it a possibility!

Bruce Longstreth is editor of Fa-
thergram, a monthly newsletter
that helps fathers build strong
families. For a sample copy of Fa-
thergram and subscription infor-
mation, write to Fathergram, P.O.
Box Z, Mobile, AL 36616.
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I Believe in the Holy Spirit, the Promise of the Father, the
Comforter Sent by the Risen Christ, Pictured in Scripture as:

I. A Dove That Brings Order, Peace, and Comfort

A. The agent in creation and re-creation. . . . .. Geno M2 BB 3. L G e s e

B. The crown for the Prince of Peace. . ... .. .. s 1l (e e B B RSt A B

C. The comfort for all believers. ............ o 2 1 e A St U o e e SR
I1. A Seal That Brings Security and Belonging

A. Sealed for restoration. ................. Jore 8201 B wRs e e T S

B. Sealed for futureglory.................. Eph. 1:1-14; 2 Tim. 2:19 . . ... .......

C. Sealed for the day of redemption. ... ...... Ol AR BDR SR e v e

I11. An Anointing Oil That Brings Consecration, Illumination, and Joy

A. Anointed to demonstrate God’s character. .Ex. 30:22-33 . ... .................
B. Anointedtooverflow. ... ............... R OBl I L o S e s
C. Anointed for service................... Lev. 8:10-13; Acts 10:38. .. .........
D. Anointedtobuild...................... ach AT A i v i e e e
E. Anointed to bring good news. ........... ) T B o S e R SR IVAS SR e
F. Anointed to knowtheLord. .. . ......... . 00 5 M D e B ) S
IV. A Fire That Brings Purification, Judgment, and Vindication
A, Afirethatrefines. ... .. ....c.ooieso.s Mal, 3:1-5; Lk. 3:16-18 .. ...........
B. A fire that reveals God's choice. ... ... ... 1 Ki. 18:16-39; Acts 2:1-4...........
V. Water That Brings Refreshing, Fruitfulness, and Evidence of Abundant Grace
A. A refreshing visitation................. Ps.65:1-13; Is. 44:1-6 . ... ..........
B. U A satintiod thiveh . ... o\ o5 et sl b b a0 Is. 41:17-20;Jn. 4:1-16 . ... .........
C. A heritage for God’speople.............. Is. 43:14-21;Jn. 7:37-44 . .. .........
D. A rain of restoration. . ................. P 7217 Ho8. 6:1-3". . . .o oo vn 4208
E. An evidence of vindication.............. i TR AL T e R o M e AR
F. An abundant provision................. Lev. 26:1-13; 2 Cor. 9:6-15 . . ... ... ..
G. A gracious benediction. .. .............. Gen. 27:28; Ps. 133:1-3; Pr.19:12.. ..
H. A Bealing Bomeh ;1 0 it s s b Mo ALt e i Mhe ek o
VI. A Holy Environment That Brings a Place for God's Character to Grow
A. Anewplacetowalk.............ci. o0 R ) N e M SN R O e
B, AnewwaytoBve. .. .....icu s v v a0 B s I O S e AR T
C. A new Kingdomtoserve................ s IS ) S e IR S R
VII. Wind That Brings Life and Power
A L to the dend . i ool A s e Rizale, 8715340 G vtk S s e
B. Life fromabove..............co0iinin % T U i ISR AT W Y el P
C. Life foranewcreation.................. Gen, 2:7; Jn. 20:19-23; Acts 2:1-4 . . ..
VIII. Clothing That Brings Equipping, Endowment, and Strength
A. Clothed in the Spirit. .................. Judg. 6:34; Lk. 24:49; Rom. 13:11-14 .
B. Clothedinanewman................... Zech. 3:1-10; Col. 3:9-17 .. ........ ..

1X. An Earnest That Brings a Taste of Future Glory
A. The down payment of an eternal dwelling. .2 Cor. 5:1-10 . ....................

A monthly Bible study by Bruce Longstreth




e had crisscrossed our
path a dozen times
that late fall after-

noon, walking close to a mile in
the woods that were covered
with the current season’s bright-
ly colored leaves mixed with the
brown ones of the previous year.
All at once my older son, David
(then eight years old), announced
in a tremulous voice that he had
lost one of the thimble-size brown
boots off the soldier doll he was
carrying.

I had had questions about the
advisability of the soldier doll as
a toy, and had even protested
when a relative purchased it for
him. So when David reported his
loss, I was somewhat certain
that the Holy Spirit was con-
firming my reservations. As I
was wishing he had lost the
goldier and not just the boot, I
heard him say, ‘‘Daddy, you told
me the other day about how you
pray, believing. Would you pray
now, believing we can find the
boot?"’

Reluctantly, I prayed—on my
knees, as he requested—yet not
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Lasting Lessons
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really believing. I then spent the
next fifteen minutes, as we at-
tempted to retrace our steps,
trying to prepare him for the let-
down of not finding the boot,
comparing its loss in a woods
full of leaves to the needle-in-the-
haystack story, which he knew.
In the midst of my talk I saw
him point suddenly toward some
leaves and jump up and down
with triumph beaming across
his face. ‘‘There it is, Dad!"" And
sure enough, there it was: a little
brown boot lying partially ex-
posed amidst similarly colored
leaves, hardly visible except that
God had given direction to the
eyes of a child for His special
lesson that day.

David shared the boot miracle
with his five-year-old brother,
Jonathan, shortly after it took
place. And though Jonathan had
not witnessed it, the story stuck
with him. In fact, Jonathan still
remembered it well on a not-so-
windy day the following spring,
as he, David, and I ran back and
forth in an open field near that
same woods, trying valiantly

but vainly to get a kite airborne.
A number of other people were
attempting to fly kites too, but
no one had gotten one up.

This time I suggested we
pray, remembering the way God
had honored our prayers with
David’s boot. My intention was
for the three of us to stand at a
distance from the other kite-
fliers, look casual—like we were
talking—and pray.

Just before we began, the Ho-
ly Spirit reminded me of the
scripture, Mark 8:38, about
what will happen when Christ re-
turns if we are openly ashamed
of being Christians; simultane-
ously, I heard Jonathan say,
“Daddy, aren't you going to
kneel and pray here in the field
like you and David did in the
woods over there?”’

Somewhat reluctantly again,
I knelt down with my sons and
we prayed. But not five minutes
after we had prayed, a miracle as
phenomenal as finding the boot
occurred. Our kite suddenly
soared aloft, climbed higher, and
stayed there high above us. Of
all the people trying to fly kites,
we were the only ones who were
successful.

Those seemingly insignificant
but very real miracles are the in-
cidents David, now in his twen-
ties, and Jonathan, two years
his junior, have recalled when
they have needed faith for far
more major events in their lives.
And the lessons I learned then
have continued to speak to me
across the years when I have
faced situations that required
me to exercise the faith the Holy
Spirit birthed in me those days
in the woods and the field.

Clint Conner is a New Wine
reader from Marion, Ohio. A pro-
fessional counselor for twenty-
three years, he now works with
the Christian Mental Health
Clinic of Central Ohio, and is the
author of Not Without Cure.
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Thank God for
“"“Moms”!

In honor of Mother’s Day,
we’'re offering you a special

cassette by Charles Simpson
entitled, “The Priceless Woman.”

What better Mother’s Day gift is there than The Pl'iceless Woman

one that will bring the whole family to- ;
gether to thank and honor mothers. This by Charles Simpson
moving message offers clarity, encourage-

ment and inspiration for mothers to fulfill  Order your
their place in the family. Charles biblically  copy today.
honors mothers as he teaches the impor-  See page 33 to
tant and valuable place mothers hold. order.




THE WAY | SEE IT

A boy’s disobedience leads to an
understanding of God’s unconditional love

More Than |

Deserve

BY DON BASHAM

that God loves me; only to

believe that He always
loves me—even when I'm rebel-
lious or disobedient. One scripture
that clearly confirms this is the
story of the prodigal son in Luke
chapter 15. Having ended up pen-
niless and hungry in a foreign
pigsty, the prodigal son repents
and heads for home. Then verse
20 says:

I don't find it hard to believe

“But while he was still a long
way off, his father saw him
and was filled with compas-
sion for him; he ran to his son,
threw his arms around him
and kissed him" (NIV),

The father's compassionate
welcome means so much to me be-
cause of my own battle through-
out my years as a Christian to
fully accept that nothing I
do—no matter how foolish or
stupid—diminishes God's love
for me nor alters the truth that I
am His child, Like any small
child I struggle to comprehend
father-love.

“Daddy, do you really love
me?"’

“Yes, Son, I really do—all the
time,"’

“Even when I'm bad, Daddy?"”

“Yes, Son, I love you even
when you're bad.”

I remember one incident that
made me very aware of the reali-
ty of a father's undeserved love.
I was seven years old and it was
a hot afternoon in 1933 in Wich-

NEW WINE

Dawvid Lay

ita Falls, Texas, when someone
shouted the challenge: ‘‘Last one
across the street’s a rotten
egg!” In an instant, nine neigh-
borhood children, ages six to
thirteen, bolted into the street,
oblivious of oncoming traffic. In
fifth place and intent on over-
taking the boy ahead of me, I
didn't see the car nor hear the
squeal of its brakes until it was
too late. 1 was struck from
behind and slammed facedown
on the pavement, the car sliding
to a stop directly over my body,
one front wheel inches from my
head. Stunned and terrified, I
crawled slowly and painfully
from under the car. Ignoring the
anguished face of the driver as
he jumped from the car, I limped
into the front yard of my own
home. As my father and mother
rushed out the door and down

the steps toward me, I finally
found breath enough for one
long, agonizing wail.

Moments later 1 was stand-
ing in the kitchen shaking like a
leaf, my father behind me with
protective hands on my shoul-
ders, my mother on her knees in
front of me, gently sponging the
dirt and blood from my skinned
face, elbows, and knees with a
damp cloth. I was shaking, not
only from the shock of being
struck and almost killed by the
car, but also from the awful
weight of my own disobedience.
How many times had my parents
warned, ‘‘Look both ways before
you cross the street!"”

I finally cried, ‘‘Mother, Dad-
dy, I'm so sorry! Are you going
to spank me?"” only to be lifted
suddenly into the fierce but ten-
der embrace of my father and to
feel my mother’s tearful kisses
cover my face. Until that day
when foolish disobedience al-
most cost me my life, I never
really knew how much my par-
ents loved me.

That was fifty years ago, and
on more than one occasion I
have found that same boundless,
unconditional love, only in far
greater measure, in my relation-
ship with my heavenly Father.
For sometimes, temporarily de-
viating from His will, I have
rushed headlong into selfish
worldly traffic only to be knocked
flat by some powerful tempta-
tion I should have seen coming.
Then, hurt and humiliated, I
have come to my senses, turned
limping in repentance back to
Father’s house, only to be over-
whelmed by the unfailing grace
that rushed to embrace me.

The miracle is not just that
God loves us, but that He seems
to love us most when we are the
least deserving. At least, that'’s
the way I see it. [

Don Basham is chief editorial con-
sultant for New Wine.
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Next month’s issue is
one you don’t want to miss.

You'll read about where
we’ve been. Where we are.
Where we’re going. And how
we’'re going to get there.

You'll be inspired by Ern
Baxter's NEW WINE classic, “Life ®
on Wings.” . —

You'll find out ow to get a special -
commemorative tape featuring for the first time ever on one
recording all five teachers associated with our growth, Don Basham,
Ern Baxter, Derek Prince, Bob Mumford, and Charles Simpson.

tDon’i miss one of the most powerful issues in our 15 years in
print.

Coming soon to a mailbox near you.
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