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Editorial

I s there a time for war? Ecclesiastes 3:8 tells us that, along with a time
for peace and every other purpose under heaven, there is indeed a
time for war.

Many people refuse to accept the reality of that statement. There are a
number of people, many from the Christian community, who might pre-
fer to rewrite that verse to read, “There is never a time for war.” Some
might go so far as to say, “There is never reason even to fight.”

This is a pivotal issue at this time in history, not only because of its
global ramifications but also because of its spiritual implications for each
of us.

An epidemic of passivity seems to have infected much of our society.
We see it on a personal level, as people increasingly accept the unaccept-
able—from moral depravity to the devaluation of human life.

On a national level, this tendency toward passivity can lead to disas-
trous consequences since there are nations who perceive national pas-
sivity as an invitation to aggression.*

For quite some time now we at New Wine have deliberated about
when and how it would be best to address the topic we cover in this
issue. We have been increasingly disturbed by the disproportionate at-
tention the media have given to those who in essence promote appease-
ment and acquiescence in the name of “peace at all costs.”

Our chief desire is not so much to oppose one viewpoint or promote
another. Rather our aim is to shed scriptural light on a crucial topic, and
combat the effects of a spiritual malaise that we believe has permeated
society at all levels. We trust the articles in this issue will effectively ac-
complish these goals.

Certainly Francis A. Schaeffer's excellent message provides a bal-
anced and biblical perspective on military preparedness. His rational ap-
proach brings great clarity to the question, “Is there a time for war?” Bob
Mumford addresses the same question but from a more personal
perspective, touching upon the balance between a Christian’s faith and
responsibility in light of the rising tide of violence surrounding us.

Following these two articles is Katie Beers' testimony, one of the most in-
spiring testimonies we at New Wine have ever read. All of us here were
deeply moved by the demonstration of God's faithfulness that she recounts.

We're pleased to present an interview with Dennis and Rita Bennett,
whose names are no doubt familiar to many of our readers. The Bennetts
have fulfilled a prominent role in the Charismatic Renewal, and they
share some of their reflections on the way God has moved and is now
moving by His Spirit in the Church.

Completing the articles in this issue is an interview with Ralph Barker
and Gary DeMar from American Vision. Their thoughts on the need for a
biblical world view and our role in changing the world fit in very well with
the challenging nature of this month's New Wine.

We sense strongly that the topic we have featured on our cover is
something God wants us to address. There is a time for us to stand and
fight with conviction for what God has given us. We trust that the con-
tent of this edition of New Wine will not only provide food for thought
but also fuel for action, [

Dick Leggatt
Editor

*Less than a week after this editorial was completed, the Soviet Union
brazenly shot down an unarmed Korean airliner carrying 269 civilians.
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Is There a Time

for War<?

by Francis A. Schaeffer

A biblical perspective
on military preparedness.

This article is a follow-up to
last month's “Where Is the Peace
Movement Really Taking Us?”
by Gary Bergel. A condensation
of a speech given by Francis A.
Schaeffer to governmental lead-
ers in Washington, D.C. in June
1982, the message is a well
thought-out case for military pre-
paredness.

In the first part of his speech
Schaeffer contrasts the two views
of ultimate reality which are at
odds throughout the world today:
the Christian view and the hu-
manist view.

In the Judeo-Christian view, fi-
nal reality, according to Schaef-
fer, is the God who is truly there,
who is the creator of everything,
including man. The final reality
of humanism is impersonal mate-
rial or energy which has its pre-
sent configuration by pure
chance, a view which offers no
absolute value system and no
basis for viewing man as unique
or important in the eyes of a lov-
ing Creator.

With these conflicting world
views in mind, Schaeffer leads in-
to an examination of the shift in
thought among Americans away
from valuing human life. He cites
the consequences of such a shift,
both here and in the Soviet
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Union, as the basis for the case
for a biblical perspective on mili-
tary preparedness.

B eginning about eighty years

ago we began to move from
a Judeo-Christian consensus in
this country to a humanist con-
sensus, and it has come to a
special climax in the last forty
years. The things that have come
into our country which have
troubled us are the inevitable re-
sults of this humanist world view.
If you hold this world view you
must realize there is no source of
knowledge except what man can
find for himself; all revelation is
ruled out; and knowledge never
can be certain, There can be no
final value system and only ar-
bitrary law. Ultimately we lose
the intrinsic value of the in-
dividual person.

This is the reason that today
in this country we accept what
would have been an abomination
just ten years ago: abortion going
on into infanticide, the killing of
babies after they are born if they
do not come up to someone’s stan-
dard of value, and on toward eu-
thanasia of the aged. This is all a
natural result of the acceptance of
the humanist view of final reality.

Final Reality in the Soviet Union

The Soviet Union, the Soviet
bloc, and all of Marx-Engels-
Lenin Communism have as their
base that final reality is only
material or energy shaped by
pure chance. This is central. This
“dialectical materialism” is exact-
ly the same thing that is plaguing
our own country under the term
of humanism. Where does it end?
Inevitably [it ends) in the devalua-
tion of human life.

Notice that we have a parallel
here to what is happening in our
own country, but the difference is
that in our country, it is not yet
total. In the Communist bloc
countries it has become total be-
cause this idea of the final reality
has come to its total conclusion.
There is the total loss of the value
of the individual person, and only
the State has come to matter.

The Soviet view of human life
takes two forms. The first is inter-
nal oppression from Lenin onward.

\
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Francis A. Schaeffer is the author of several
books, including A Christian Manifesto, a defini-
tive statement of a Christian’s responsibility to
stand courageously in the midst of a declining
and increasingly hostile society. He and his wife,
Edith, are the founders of L'Abri Fellowship in
Switzerland, through which the lives of count-
less people have been touched.
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We must understand that oppres-
sion is not an incidental thing in
the Soviet bloc but an integral
part of their system.

The second form is external
expansion and oppression. | beg
you to understand that this is not
a fluke of one moment of their
history. It is a part of the integral
system to which they hold. As
naturally as secular humanism in
our country leads to abortion, in-
fanticide, and euthanasia, in the
more total expression of the
Soviet system, secular humanism
leads to total internal oppression
and external expansion and op-
pression, backed up by a total ex-
ercise of power to bring it forth.

Think of Latvia. Poor Latvia,
it did not want to be overrun, but
it was overrun. Or consider the
immediate history of Afghanistan
and Poland as more recent ex-
amples. This continued external
expansion and oppression is as
natural to Soviet materialistic
world view as is abortion, infan-
ticide, and euthanasia on this side
of the iron curtain.

Pacifism vs. Preparedness

Now, in light of our under-
standing the natural expansion
and oppression emanating from
the Soviet world view, what
should be our biblical perspec-
tives on military preparedness? |
would say that from my study of
Scripture it is nothing less than
lack of Christian love to not do
what can be done for those
gripped in the power of those
who automatically and logically
oppress. This is why I am not a
pacifist—I am not a pacifist be-
cause pacifism in this fallen
world in which we live means
that we desert the people who
need our greatest help.

Consider the following an il-
lustration: I am walking down the
street. | see a great big, burly
man who is beating a helpless lit-
tle girl to death. I come up and |
plead with him to stop. If he
won't stop, what does love mean?
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Love means I stop him in any way
I can including, quite frankly, hit-
ting him. To me this is necessary
Christian love in a fallen world.

What about the little girl? If I
desert the little girl to the bully, I
have deserted the true meaning
of Christian love and responsibili-
ty to my neighbor.

Now extend this illustration to
violence at a national level. We
have in World War Il the clearest
possible illustration with Hitler's
terrorism. There was no possible
way to stop the awful terror that
was occurring in Hitler's Ger-
many except by the use of force.
As far as I'm concerned, this is
the necessary outworking of
Christian love. The world is an
abnormal world. Because of the
fall it is not the way God meant it
to be.

The Place of Atomic Weapons

We all grieve at any war and
especially atomic war. But in a
fallen world there are many things
we grieve at and yet nevertheless
must face. From the time of the
last World War onward it is the
Europeans more than the Ameri-
cans who have wanted the protec-
tion of atomic weapons and have
demanded it. They understood
the reality of what Winston Chur-
chill said immediately after the
war—that with the overwhelming
forces of the Soviets they could
easily dominate Western Europe
to the Atlantic Ocean if it were
not for the fact of being deterred
by the United States having the
atomic weapons. We have come
to a crazy place undoubtedly with
much too many atomic weapons
on both sides, and there must be
open discussion and reduction
concerning this. But the initial
factor is not changed. Europe
would even more today than in
Winston Churchill's day be sub-
ject to either military or political
domination of the Soviets, if it
were not for the atomic weapon.

If the balance is now de-
stroyed, there is no doubt in my

mind that either militarily or po-
litically the greatly superior Soviet
forces in Europe would soon over-
shadow Western Europe.

Unilateral disarmament, in this
fallen world with the Soviets' ma-
terialistic, anti-God base, would
be totally utopian and romantic
and lead, as utopianisms always
do in a fallen world, to disaster.
Further, it may sound reasonable
to talk of a freeze at the present
level or ‘“we won't ever use
atomic weapons first,” but think-
ing it through, either of these
equals practical unilateral disarma-
ment. The atomic deterrent is
removed and Europe stands at the
absolute mercy of the overwhelm-
ingly superior Soviet forces.

Churchill vs. Chamberlain

The world quite properly looks
back to the Church in Germany
during the early days of Hitler's
rise and curses it for not doing
something when something could
have been done.

I do not always agree with the
French theologian-philosopher
Jacques Ellul, but he certainly is
correct when he writes in his
book, False Presence of the
Kingdom:

It was in 1930 that Christians
should have alerted the world.
... That is when the Churches
should have mobilized without
let-up. It was in 1934 [the oc-
cupation of the Ruhr] or in
1935 [the war in Abyssinia],
that Christians should have
foretold the inevitable war
against Nazism. That was
when clarity of vision was es-
sential. After 1937 it was too
late. The fate of the world was
already sealed....But in
those years the Christians, full
of good intentions, were think-
ing only of peace and were
loudly proclaiming pacifism. In
matters of that kind, Chris-
tians’ good intentions are
often disastrous.
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Churchill said in the House of
Commons after Chamberlain
signed the Munich pact [with
Nazi Germany):

[The people] should know that
we have sustained a defeat
without war. ...They should
know that we have passed an
awful milestone in our his-
tory...and that the terrible
words have for the time being
been pronounced against the
western democracies: “Thou
art weighed in the balance and
found wanting.” And do not
suppose this is the end; this is
only the beginning of the reck-
oning. This is only the first sip,
the first foretaste of a bitter
cup which will be proffered to
us year after year unless, by a
supreme recovery of moral
health and martial vigor, we
arise again and take our stand
for freedom as in olden times.

Christian Responsibility

I am convinced that if the
Bible-believing people now go
along with the concept of “peace
in our time" under the plausible
concern and fear of atomic war-
fare (which we all certainly feel),
our children and grandchildren
will curse us quite properly for
not doing something at this mo-
ment to restrain the drift toward
the loss of Western Europe and
other places to Soviet expansion.

This is not a bare theoretical
concept. This means more of the
world being under tyranny (which
the Christian always should re-
sist) and also means more of the
world living in the horrible con-
ditions of our brothers and sis-
ters in the Soviet Union. They
not only lack general freedom,
but they lack the freedom to
teach their own children about
truth and about Christ. I do not
want that for my children and my
grandchildren.

The issue at this moment, |
believe, is nothing less than
Churchill versus Chamberlain,
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We stand with one or the other.
The question comes down as to
who really is for peace and who
really is for war. The conclusion
on the basis of the Bible’s realism
and in the light of even recent
history is that those who say they
are not for unilateral disarma-
ment, but whose position equals

unilateral disarmament, are
those, who like Chamberlain, will
bring war. [

Copyright by Francis A. Schaeffer, 1982,
“The Secular Humanist World View versus
The Christian World View and The Biblical
Perspectives on Military Preparedness.” Con-
densation of a speech given at the Mayflower
Hotel, Washington, D.C., June 22, 1982.

MacArthur
on Seeking
Peace

e g
Gen. MacArthur signs Japanese surrender

On April 19, 1951, General Douglas MacArthur stood before
a joint session of Congress to deliver his famous farewell ad-
dress, “...old soldiers never die, they just fade away.” His
speech, however, is much more than a farewell. It also includes
the following thoughts on war and peace:

“,..It has been said in effect that [ was a warmonger.
Nothing could be further from the truth.

I know war as few other men now living know it, and nothing
to me is more revolting. | have long advocated its complete
abolition as its very destructiveness on both friend and foe has
rendered it useless as a means of settling international disputes.

Indeed, on the second day of September, 1945, just following
the surrender of the Japanese nation on the battleship Missouri,
I formally cautioned as follows: ‘Men since the beginning of time
have sought peace. Various methods through the ages have
been attempted to devise an international process to prevent or
settle disputes between nations.

‘Military alliances, balances of power, leagues of nations, all
in turn failed, leaving the only path to be by way of the crucible
of war. The utter destructiveness of war now blocks out this
alternative. We have had our last chance. If we will not devise
some greater and more equitable system, our Armageddon will
be at our door. The problem basically is theological and involves a
spiritual recrudescence, an improvement of human character that
will synchronize with our almost matchless advances in science,
art, literature, and all material and cultural developments of the
past two thousand years. It must be of the spirit if we are to save
the flesh.’

But once war is forced upon us, there is no other alternative
than to apply every available means to bring it to a swift end.
War's very object is victory not prolonged indecision.

In war there is no substitute for victory.

There are some who for varying reasons would [choose ap-
peasement]. They are blind to history's clear lesson, for history
teaches with unmistakable emphasis that appeasement but
begets new and bloodier war, It points to no single instance
where this end has justified that means, where appeasement has
led to more than a sham peace.

Like blackmail, it lays the basis for new and successively
greater demands until, as in blackmail, violence becomes the
only other alternative.” [
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When iIt’s
Right to Fight

by Bob Mumford

Must you always “turn the other cheek”?

Atragic incident recently
took place in one of the
wilderness areas of Montana, A
young Christian desiring to spend
some time with the Lord in the
great American wilderness, ar-
ranged a few days camping in one
of Montana’s more remote re-
gions. He had planned to hike a
few miles into the backcountry,
spend his time in retreat, and
then hike out after a few days. As
he was preparing to leave, some
of the local people warned that
the grizzly bears were really bad
up in the country during that
time of year.

The young believer solemnly
assured each of them that he
would be all right because he
knew the Lord would protect
him. “This is all I need,” he
added, patting his Bible. They
eved each other skeptically, and
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the young man started out.

The scheduled day for his re-
turn came and went with no sign of
him. A search party was mounted
to try to find him.

They located his campsite
which had been ransacked and to-
tally devastated. A search of the
area turned up one of his boots.
It contained several teethmarks,
probably those of a grizzly bear.
Only one other trace of the young
man was uncovered—a tattered
piece of his jeans with the hip
pocket still in place. In it was his
pocket Bible.

This is the kind of story we
rarely hear about. But it's true,
and though it may seem remote
to many of us since we do not
plan to be confronting grizzly
bears in the wild, it raises some
relevant questions and implica-
tions for Christians living in our
“civilization.”

The young man obviously be-
lieved quite sincerely the Lord
would protect him. What hap-
pened? Was his faith too weak?
Was God unfaithful to His prom-
ise? Should he have packed a .44-
caliber Magnum? Perhaps we sim-
ply think the whole dilemma is to-
tally out of step with our daily lives.

The Jungle

Whether or not we recognize
it, we live in a jungle as violent
and hostile (if not more so!) than

Bob Mumford completed his studies for the
Bachelor of Divinity degree at the Reformed Epis-
copal Seminary in Philadelphia. He has served as
dean of Elim Bible Institute and as a pastor, evan-
gelist, and seminar teacher. Bob has also written
many books on various aspects of the Christian
life. He is a member of the Integrity Communica-
tions Board of Directors and resides in Mobile, Ala-
bama, with his wife, Judy, and their family.
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the wilderness the young Chris-
tian believer walked into. Due to
the almost total abandonment of
God's law on the part of our
western society, we are experi-
encing an unprecedented wave of
violence,

Believers must confront not
only an atmosphere of fear but
the growing potential of personal-
ly becoming a victim of violent
crime, Thus the Christian is faced
with an increasingly thorny prob-
lem: Should a Christian ever de-
fend himself?

This question has been a mat-
ter of debate for generations. It is
no longer just a philosophical
issue, however, when we are con-
fronted with a grizzly bear, or a
night prowler in our bedroom! We
will not have time then to de-
bate—we will need to have already
discovered a place of moral cer-
tainty on which to stand.

The exploding violent crime in
our society has greatly increased
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Love and force are not incompatible

the probability that anyone of us
could become a victim. Also, the
continued inability of civil au-
thority to carry out its God-
ordained function of properly pro-
tecting the rest of society con-
fronts us as never before with the
difficult task of having to per-
sonally bear responsibility for the
protection of our family and
possessions, as well as our own
individual person.
Which Way?

In finding a personal basis on
which to face this situation a
number of alternatives are open.

The non-violent and pacifistic
approach simply states that we
are never to defend ourselves in
any aggressive or violent manner.
Such scriptures as “resist not
evil” or “turn the other cheek”
are often quoted to back up the
non-violent stance. This posture
would persuade us that any form
of forceful defense would be a

“poor Christian witness” and not
in keeping with the example of
the Lord, who allowed men to do
violence to Him.

The greatest problem with this
viewpoint is that neither Chris-
tianity nor the Bible teaches non-
violence or pacifism. One need
only read the Old Testament or
the book of Revelation to clearly
understand that our God of love
is also capable of violence, retri-
bution, and vengeance. Force is
never condemned in the Scrip-
tures—only its misuse.

Love and force are not incom-
patible in the mind of God,
neither are justice and force. In
each situation they are only op-
posite sides of the same coin.

in the mind of God.

Secular and religious humanism
have put all the emphasis on the
side of love and pacifism, most of
which has been drawn from the
influence of humanistic philoso-
phers like Mahatma Gandhi (who
was unrealistically glorified by the
recent film bearing his name). We
need instead to look to our Lord
Jesus to find a clear biblical exam-
ple of one who held love and force
in proper balance.

We must understand that when
Christ gave the command to turn
the other cheek and to not resist
evil that He was speaking to a
situation where men’s hearts had
departed from the intent of the
Law and they were using the let-
ter of the Law as a tool to satisfy
their own personal revenge. The
Lord was seeking to adjust the
evil atfitudes of hatred and hy-
pocrisy, not the civil legal proce-
dures of His day.

It is an interesting phenome-
non that humanists will quote the
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Bible when it says, “Thou shalt
not kill," piously stating that all
life is God-given and that we have
no right to take it into our own
hand. They overlook, however,
that in the same book of that
same. Bible, God specifically or-
dered the execution of people for
such crimes as juvenile delin-
quency, blasphemy, adultery,
sexual perversion, and kidnap-
ing, as well as murder and rape,
The Bible does not place prohibi-
tions against the taking of human
life when it is taken under the
authority and equity of God's law.
On the subject of self-defense, it
is clearly stated in the Law (which
is the revelation of God's char-
acter [Rom. 3:21)) that if a man

finds a thief in his house at night,
taking the life of the thief on the
spot is an acceptable means of
protecting one’s home and prop-
erty (Ex. 22:2).

Another alternative to deal
with the need for personal pro-
tection would be to carry a snub-
nosed .38 and take care of any-
body who tried to hurt you or
yours. The fundamental mistake
here is being motivated by soci-
ety’s fear and reaction rather than
by obedience to the initiative of
the Holy Spirit. It also leaves lit-
tle room for God to undertake on
our behalf or for us to exercise
faith in God for our protection
and our life.

A third alternative is to avoid

.. . they are only opposite sides
of the same coin.
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the difficult choices we face today
by simply choosing to withdraw
into some type of secluded life-
style. More and more people are
trying to “get away from it all” by
moving to the mountains or buy-
ing a few acres in a small town.

Some, like our young believer
who encountered the bear, may
simply withdraw into a type of in-
ternal seclusion which denies the
reality of the circumstances in
which we live and seeks to apply
simplistic solutions saying, “The
Lord will take care of us.”

A Balanced Responsibility

We need to remember that
under God we have been charged
with the protection of our fami-
lies, our possessions, and even
our own physical well-being from
anything that would hinder the
fulfillment of God's will. We must
also be mature enough to realize
that although God protected
Daniel in the lion’s den, David
had to use a weapon against the
lion, and He may not protect me
if I go into the wilderness to meet
the grizzly bear without some
proper means of protecting my-
self. In the same manner, be-
cause the Lord may have pro-
tected us supernaturally at one
time in our life from physical
harm does not necessarily mean
that He will always provide for us
in the same spectacular or super-
natural manner,

Supernatural provision from
the Lord is never a sign or means
of measuring maturity! We must
understand that very often the
closer we approach maturity the
more the Lord requires personal
accountability and forces us to
exercise our authority under
Him,

In Psalm 18 we see the pro-
gression of God taking David from
a point of weakness where he
needed God's protection to a
place of authority where he was
enabled to protect himself. David
was in trouble. His enemies had
surrounded him, and he says, “In



my distress | called upon the
Lord, and cried to my God for
help...” (v. 6 NAS).

God answered. “He sent from
on high, He took me; He drew
me out of many waters. He de-
livered me from my strong
enemy, and from those who
hated me, for they were too
mighty for me” (w. 16-17 NAS).
The Lord was gracious and super-
naturally delivered David from
the hand of his enemies and
those who would rise up against
him.

God, Our Source

It must be understood that
even though we may find justifi-
cation, we are not seeking to
draw a dogmatic conclusion from
the Scripture about a Christian’s
personal defense of himself and
his family. The only thing which
is clear is that God is the source
of our protection whether He pro-
vides it for us directly and super-
naturally or whether He would
require us to use some natural
means of protecting ourselves.

It is to be expected that most

The Lord delivered David
so that he might know He was the
source of his strength.

However, it was not the Lord's
intention to continually leave Da-
vid in a place of defenselessness
and weakness. We read further:
“He trains my hands for battle, so
that my arms can bend a bow of
bronze. ...l pursued my ene-
mies and overtook them, and |
did not turn back until they were
consumed. | shattered them so
that they were not able to rise;
they fell under my feet” (vw. 34,
37-38 NAS).

In verses 16 and 17 the Lord
delivered David in order that
David might learn to know who
was the source of his deliverance
and strength. In verses 34, 37,
and 38 we see David then em-
powered by the Lord to go out
and do battle for himself. David
understood that the Lord was
still his source but that he was
now expected to pursue his ene-
mies himself and smite them with
the strength that God had given
him.
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of us would use whatever means
necessary to provide protection
from a rampant disease, unneces-
sary poverty, or the attack of
some wild animal which threat-
ened our home or family. If the
issue is the protection of our
own, why would we not be just as
quick to use whatever means
available to protect ourselves
from an intruder whose intention
was to do physical violence?

It is not only beyond my ability
but I believe beyond what is writ-
ten clearly in the Scriptures to
say dogmatically that a Christian
should or should not use some
type of force in protecting himself
and his own. I am not advocating
that Christians should all run out
and buy a shotgun to keep under
the bed. Rather it is my desire to
set people free from pseudo-
Christian and non-Christian phi-
losophies which have been laid
on us under the guise of “the
teachings of Jesus.” With a clear,

balanced understanding of what
the Scripture does and does not
teach in this area, each of us
should be able to more clearly
discern the direction of the Lord
for his own conscience as he
seeks a place to stand.

We are never at any time per-
mitted in the Scripture to take
the law into our own hands, nor
are we ever permitted to be vin-
dictive or revengeful even in the
most extreme of situations, If the
issue is suffering for our testi-
mony and faith in Jesus Christ
and the Scriptures, it should al-
ways be triumphant and non-
violent. If, however, the issue be-
fore us is the fulfilling of our God-
given responsibilities to protect
and secure that over which God
has given us responsibility, we
should never presume upon
God’s intervention as did the
young believer who encountered
the grizzly bear, nor should we
presume upon our own ability to
protect ourselves in any situation.

As each of us finds his own
place to stand, we must be willing
to recognize that others may be
required to stand in a different
posture under God. Whether our
brother takes a pacifistic ap-
proach because the Lord has so
directed, or he buys a .44-caliber
Magnum, we must allow him to
do so without judgment or con-
demnation.

Finally, in this area, as in
many, we will never find a single
principle which can always guide
or lead us. It is our challenge,
rather, as maturing believers to
encounter the person of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who is the source of
all wisdom, guidance, and free-
dom. It is under the administra-
tion of the Holy Spirit that each
of us must find a place to stand,
for ultimately it is to Him that we
must each give account for our
actions, as well as the faithfulness
with which we fulfilled His com-
mands to protect and provide for
that which He put into our
care. O
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Inset: David and
Katie Beers with
their daughters,

Caroline, held by
David, and Lara
Elizabeth

Carlos'M Buiz

The doctors said,

“You’ll Nevenr
Walk Again?”

but God didn’t agree.

by Katie Beers
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Camerique, Blue Bell, PA

Thc church meeting ended.
We said our good-bys, hugged
friends, and headed for the door.
Outside, a heavy rain was falling,
which wasn't unusual for a sum-
mer evening in Fairfax, Virginia.
My hushand, David, quickly helped
me into the car. My face glowed
with contentment because we
had just announced that we were
expecting our first baby.

Pulling away from the meeting
place, we turned off the access
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road onto the main street and
headed into a left-turn lane. Col-
orful reflections of the traffic
lights gleamed on the wet as-
phalt. Suddenly—it all happened
s0 quickly—a car catapulted out
of the darkness and rammed us
from behind. Our small Datsun
went into a dizzying spin, ran up
on the median, and slammed into
the car in front of us. A jolt—like
an electric shock—ran through
my body. When I opened my
eyes, I found myself lying face
down between the seats, staring
at broken glass.

David’s voice cut through the
silence. “Are you all right?”

“I think so.” But why are my
legs so heavy? 1 thought. | tried
to move my arms. But my hands
simply stayed where they were—
strangely curled at my sides.

| heard David jump out of the
car and run around to my side. A
nurse from our fellowship had
seen the accident and joined him.
She took my hand. “You're going
to be all right,” she said.

Tears squeezed out of my
eyes. “What about the baby?" |
asked.

She did not hesitate. “Your
baby will be all right too.”

A man pressed his way to my
side. “I'm a minister,” he said.
“Can 1 pray with you?" As he fin-
ished, the rescue squad arrived.

Moving quickly to get me out
of the car, the crew knocked out
the back window. Then, chang-
ing their plan, they gingerly
moved me across the front seat
and lifted me in unison onto a
long, straight backboard.

A Dreaded Diagnosis

Feelings of terror and despair
greeted me at the hospital. Like
automatons, the emergency room
teams performed their duties. I
was laid on a table, my white
dress was cut from my motionless
body, and a sheet was pulled up
to my chin. X-ray machines rolled
in, sounding like thunder, I tried
to move my legs, but they were
numb. I drooled involuntarily as
my teeth chattered. No one
would say what was wrong, but
the grim faces of the attendants
told me all was not well.

Eventually, a team of neuro-
surgeons appeared. In an abso-
lute monotone they revealed the
X-ray results. “You have broken
your neck. We are going to put
you in traction. Please don't
move your head.”

| stared at them incredulously.
“People who break their necks
die, don't they?”

“Not always,” they answered.
“Now lie still.”

A nurse quickly shaved two
places on each side of my head,
just above my ears. The biting
pressure of cold metal pushed in-
to my skull. I screamed. Metal
rods were attached to a weight
that hung below the examining
table. Once the traction was set,
a quick series of tests followed.

Jabbing my toes, feet, and legs
with huge pins, the neurosur-
geons probed for feeling. Sweat-
ing and straining, I struggled with
every ounce of my will to feel the
pin pricks. I could not. Finally,
somewhere above the elbow, 1
felt the sharp point. “Ouch! Yes,
now.” I cried in relief.

Critical Hours

Face up in the rain, I heard
sirens, saw flashing lights, and
sensed the crowd of staring peo-
ple. My body shook uncontrolla-
bly. David grabbed my limp hand
and helped load me into the am-
bulance. His voice was comfort-
ing as we sped through the night.
Lord, my heart cried, please help
me!

When David was with me again
I knew they had told him the
terrible truth. “Your wife is
paralyzed from the mid-chest
region down. We can't tell you

Katie Beers and her husband,
David, attend New Life Communi-
ty Church in Fairfax, Virginia.

15



the extent or the duration of the
damage yet. We just don’t know.”

Numbness, exhaustion, and

shock clouded my mind as they
wheeled me to intensive care.
There 1 lay on a horrible-looking
contraption called a stryker
frame (which resembles a medi-
eval torture rack). Waves of
heavy sadness flooded over me as
| realized that my life and my
child’s hung in fragile balance.
These were the critical hours
when death was most likely to
occur. .
But an awareness of the near-
ness of God carried me through
the night. A close relationship
with the Lord built during four
years of college and strengthened
through our early marriage had
taught me to turn to Him.

Lights and machines flashed
and beeped as my vital signs were
monitored. Mercifully, 1 could
not see the strained, tearful faces
of my parents, family, and friends
keeping vigil in the hall. Our pas-
tor prayed with my husband, and
| knew that word had gone
throughout our church to pray
for me. 1 found out later that
Christians in churches as far
away as California were praying
for me too.

Morning came. | was still alive
and so was my baby. Plans were
made immediately for surgery.
My hope as I prayed was that an
operation could free me from this
prison of helpless immobility.

The surgeons also had high
hopes for me. They planned to
open up my neck and probe for
bone chips that could be pressing
on the nerves, possibly causing
the paralysis. If the fragments
could be removed, | might regain
use of my legs and hands.

As they wheeled me into the
operating room, David kissed
me. “God is with you, Honey!”

God Speaks

The anesthetic quickly took
effect. As I slept, skilled doctors
found the crushed sixth vertebra
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Dr. Cecil Jacobson examines Katie's X-ray results

and worked to repair it. A friend
from our fellowship worked next
to the neurosurgeon. A regular
operating room nurse at the hos-
pital, she had begged to be al-
lowed in on the surgery. She
prayed in the Spirit as the sur-
geon worked, then wept as he an-
nounced, “This is very bad.”
Finding no bone chips, he simply
bridged the fourth, fifth, and
sixth vertebrae with a piece of
bone taken from my hip. Then he
closed the incision.

I awoke hours later in the re-
covery room—still paralyzed.
The operation was over and | lay
motionless. Fighting tears, |
whispered, “Lord! Please do
something.”

David came as soon as | was
back in the intensive care unit.
“When will I move again?” 1
asked.

“There’s a lot of swelling in
there, Honey,” he answered. “It
has to go down and they're giving
you drugs to slow the formation
of scar tissue. If it forms, the
nerves can’t regenerate beyond
the scar tissue. The greatest test
of our faith is right now!”

If ten days were to pass with
no improvement, the chances of
recovering feeling would be di-
minished greatly. If thirty days
were to elapse with no return of
nerve signals, the outlook would
be very bleak.

The leaders of our church had
laid hands on me and prayed in
faith, and as they continued to
pray they sensed God giving them
a word of promise for me: The
Lord is going to heal you. You
will walk again! When they
shared it with me the next day, |
received it and held it firmly in
my heart. Only the wait was left.

Fifty-two days passed with ab-
solutely no signs of improvement.
It is impossible to describe the
pain, fear, exhaustion, and lone-
liness I felt at times. [ never could
have endured it if Jesus hadn't
been with me. Unable to read the
Word, [ recited in my mind all
the passages | had committed to
memory. David and | sang the
Psalms and worship songs to-
gether daily in the presence of
the nurses.

During this time | was in trac-
tion with a tight metal neck brace
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running all the way down my
chest and back. All night I un-
consciously jerked and pulled at
the brace because it was so tight.
Dead skin and sweat caused un-
bearable itching,

I couldn’t move my hands or
legs, much less raise my head. |
had to be washed and fed, and
the pain of lying still was cramp-
ing and torturous. Every simple
routine | once took for granted
seemed impossible. My depen-
dence on other people was a
humbling experience. Unfortu-
nately, on many occasions my
self-esteem gave way to waves of
self-pity.

“You’'ll Never Walk™’

The doctors had given up
hope for me. Every day my thera-
pist would say, “You'll never walk
again.”

In response to her absolute dec-
laration 1 always replied, “God
said 1 would walk again.”

“It isn't going to happen,” she
would tell me pointedly, “If there
were going to be any return of
feeling it would have happened in
the first three to ten days. Your
muscles have atrophied. Be real-
istic,” My therapy began to focus
on wheelchair rehabilitation.

On the evening of the fifty-
second day, I lay in delirium with
a high fever that had been raging
for three days. I thought that
perhaps | might die that night.
The room was peaceful. David
was dozing, his head against the
bedside in the position he'd been
kneeling in to pray. | felt the
fever break and fell asleep at
once.

The next morning the impossi-
ble happened. | lay with my legs
wrapped in bandages, drenched
in the night's sweat, A nurse
began to unwrap me because my
left foot appeared to be swollen.
My parents and husband had en-
tered the room. My father, as he
had repeated so many times be-
fore, said, “Wiggle your toe,
Katie.” | tried it and a miracle oc-
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curred. After seven weeks of
quadriplegia, the big toe on my
left foot moved!

The nurse gasped and jumped
back. 1 stared in disbelief. My toe
was moving. | caught my breath
and wiggled my toe again. Then
huge sobs engulfed me as | also
turned my foot, and even moved
my leg from side to side.

Everyone came running. Nurses
who had long since given up
hope for me wept. Therapists
crowded in to do muscle tests.
Even my weaker right leg rolled
slightly on command. While my
parents hugged and cried, David
grabbed my hand and thanked
God aloud. Then he ran into the
hall and kissed the old head

nurse soundly on the cheek.

Another _Miraclc

God had healed me. Now |
knew | must walk again because |
had to carry a very special baby to
term. | needed a second miracle.

During the months of com-
plete paralysis, the consensus of
the team of doctors on my case
was to abort the baby. Common
sense dictated to them that multi-
ple X rays, strong drugs, and my
lack of body functions, as well as
the initial injury, must certainly
have damaged the baby. It was a
high-risk pregnancy and my life
was at stake.

However, another dedicated
team of obstetricians voted for
continuing the pregnancy be-
cause they believed | probably
never would have any more chil-
dren. Results of continuous sono-
gram tests astonishingly revealed
normal fetal growth and develop-
ment. Our faith surged.

On Easter morning—resurrec-
tion time—a beautiful, healthy
daughter was born to us despite
dismal predictions of fetal de-
formities. The delivery was per-
fect, and as | held my tiny
daughter in my arms, tears of
gratitude filled my eyes.

My story doesn't end here.
The Lord gave me another word

—that I would have to work hard
and fight to see the fulfillment of
His healing in my life.

| had learned to walk again
while six months pregnant. From
a wheelchair, | progressed to a
walker to crutches to a cane. |
left the cane behind on the day |
went to the hospital in labor.

Today, Lara Elizabeth is four
years old. Despite the doctors pre-
dictions of “no more chil-
dren,” Lara now has a baby
sister, Caroline. | care for my
children at home, performing all
the routine functions of a wife
and mother. 1 also swim regularly
for physical therapy.

Recently, at a Sunday meeting,
my right leg lengthened more
than an inch in response to
prayer. My recovery is eighty-five
percent complete and David and |
are believing God for wholeness.

Our Lord is faithful. He is a
God of miracles.

Photo: Katie
Beers lifts her
miracle child,
Lara Elizabeth,
who doctors said
couldn’t be born

Carlos M. Ruiz




Reflections
on the
HRernewveat

an interview with
Dennis and Rita
Bennett

If you had asked the Reverend Dennis Bennett
in early 1960 whether he was anticipating prob-
lems in his large, successful church, he probably
would have replied that he wasn't. But when he ex-
perienced a phenomenon known as “speaking in
tongues,” an upheaval occurred. In the transition
that followed, Bennett was transferred to a small
Episcopal congregation near Seattle, and within a
few months, spiritual renewal exploded throughout
the church and the community. Dennis Bennett's
role and influence in the burgeoning renewal in-
creased over the years. Today Bennett is recognized
as one of the pioneers of the Charismatic movement,
and his early experiences shared in his first book,
Nine O’clock in the Morning, have encouraged
many. In this interview, Dennis and Rita Bennett re-
flect on their involvement in the Charismatic
Renewal and their concerns and hopes for the pres-
ent ministry of the Church.

New Wine: Looking back over your years of in-
volvement in the Charismatic Renewal, what
aspect of it stands out most in your mind?

Dennis Bennett: One basic reality that has im-
pressed me as being unchanged since I was baptized
in the Spirit twenty-four years ago is the way the
renewal has spread. A primary strength of the Char-
ismatic Renewal has been that it has grown by one
person sharing with another. We have watched the
Spirit of God move through all types of church
denominations, regardless of church structure. The
spread hasn’t been initiated so much by church
leadership, however, as by laymen. Although lead-
ers, teachers, and those in positions of authority
have played an important part in the direction of
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the renewal, they are not the ones who have pri-
marily caused it to grow.

The Charismatic Renewal differs from a classical
revival. A revival usually centers on an outstanding
leader, as was the case with John Wesley, or
Charles Finney. As long as that person is around,
the revival continues. But once that key figure steps
aside or dies, the revival gradually decelerates until
it becomes a part of the established order.

But I don’t see that happening here. Not only is
there no central figure, but also, with each person
or group of people being renewed by the Spirit, the
experience is just as fresh as with the one before.
That newness in the Spirit is continually passed on.

NW: Do you sense some Christians waiting for
another dramatic “wave” of the Spirit’s moving
as we saw in the sixties?

DB: Unfortunately, yes. Sometimes as Christians
we tend to be too catastrophic in our approach to
history. Some people are saying, “Well, great
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things happened in the sixties.” But they are hap-
pening today too. Miracles are happening in the
world today that are as dramatic as any miracle that
has ever occurred.

For example, | heard Fr. Rick Thomas, a charis-
matic Jesuit priest from El Paso, Texas, who minis-
ters to the poor and needy in Mexico, tell of a recent
miracle. He and several others were ministering to
prison inmates and had taken along four pans of
bread pudding, a sack of tortillas, and a crock of
chili. By the time they had finished that day, they
had fed nearly nine hundred people with that small
amount of food. Examples like this let us know God is
continuing to move in miraculous ways.

More dramatic breakthroughs may be coming,
but I would rather emphasize that the process is
merely continuing, not starting again. | don't be-
lieve God moves in waves, as some people say, The
Scriptures clearly indicate that God is without vari-
ableness. I believe God in His consistency is saying
to us, “1 haven't taken away the power. I'm waiting
for you to use it.”

Rita Bennett

So | would resist the idea, “Perhaps later on the
Lord will move again like He did in the sixties,”
because it tends to lead people into waiting for it to
happen. I prefer to say we're keeping God waiting—
He never keeps us waiting. Things will happen
when we are ready to respond. If we aren't seeing
dramatic events right now, it may be because we are
not responding.

That leads to the question, “What does it take to
make us wake up and respond?” I believe the
answer is that it will be crucial events occurring in
the world. Apparently society is not going to be-
come more peaceful; tensions and crises through-
out the world are going to increase rather than
decrease. And as they do I think we're going to see
people react by turning to God.

NW: How do you view your role over the past
years in what God has been doing?

Rita Bennett: We have simply plugged along in
what God has given us to do, step by step, meeting
by meeting, church by church. And every place we
go, because we have sought to honor the Lord
Jesus, God has worked.

We minister about half the time in Episcopal
churches and the other half to other denomina-
tions. We've found that whether in the Episcopal
churches or other churches, wherever people invite
God to begin moving, there is a great working of the
Holy Spirit and God is blessing and healing people.

We are especially encouraged about how the
Spirit of God is moving in our own denomination—
among Episcopalians. Of course God calls each of
us to different areas. But ministering to the Episco-
pal Church is what the Lord has called us to do up
to this time, and we just want to be obedient to what
He has for us.

NW: What new emphases have you seen in your
own ministry in recent years?

DB: | think the Lord is giving us new insight into a
number of areas. | believe, for example, that God is
showing the Church that we have overlooked the
area of the soul. We have given our attention to the
rebirth of the Spirit, which is salvation, and we have
given much attention to the healing of the body.
But as Christians we have ignored, or at least mis-
handled, the entire psychological area of the human
being—the soul.

As a result, we have churches filled with people
who are plagued with psychological problems. In a
sense we've said, “Once you're saved, brother,
you're not supposed to have any hang-ups.” But
anyone who has ever been a pastor knows the
Church has many people with problems. That's one
reason why they have come—they're looking for
help. They've been saved and baptized in the Holy

19



Spirit, and had a wonderful experience, but the
hang-ups still bother them.

But Jesus heals even this area. Rita, in particular,

is ministering in what we call “soul healing.” It isn't
psychology; it's inviting Jesus to touch and heal the
intellect, the will, and, particularly, the emotions—
the whole person.
RB: We don't try to analyze anyone or dig into
someone’s subsconscious—we simply trust the Holy
Spirit to quicken to us what it is He wants prayed
for as we minister to a person.

Sometimes what the Spirit reveals is something

dramatic. Other times it may be just something
small—a past hurt or offense that made us feel in-
adequate—little hurts that never were healed. God
uncovers those past hurts so they can be recognized
and then dealt with through prayer. In my book,
Emotionally Free, there are many testimonies of
the dynamic things God has done through this way
of praying.
DB: As we have ministered to people, we have seen
some real barriers broken, instances where people
who couldn’t seem to go any further in their walk
with the Lord received healing from Jesus for some
deep, unresolved hurt, and were then able to move
on again.

In praying for people in this way, we encourage
them to let the Lord Jesus heal any past hurts that are
keeping them from growing, causing them to over-
react in present situations, making them feel inade-
quate to move out and do what God requires of them.

NW: What response have you seen to this em-
phasis?

DB: Whenever a new aspect of ministry begins to
dawn, such as soul healing, a lot of dust flies, and
there are, of course, the usual discussions concern-
ing terminology and method. But it does seem to us
that this is what the Lord is focusing on as the next
step. We've dealt with the spirit, now we must deal
with the soul because we can't have the proper flow
of the Holy Spirit unless the soul is healthy.

NW: What are some of your concerns as you
look at the body of Christ, and, on a more posi-
tive note, what are some of the things that en-
courage you?

DB: | suppose one of my biggest concerns is the
tendency for Christians to condemn and threaten
the world rather than to move and seek to redeem
it. The Bible doesn't say, “For God so loved the
Church.” It says, “For God so loved the world.” 1
have difficulty understanding how God can love
some of the people we read about in today’s head-
lines. Yet it remains that our task is not to condemn
but to love the world.

Jesus said, “God sent not his Son into the world
to condemn the world; but that the world through
him might be saved” (Jn. 3:17). He also says, “For
the Father...has committed all judgment to the
Son” (Jn. 5:22). We are not living in an age of judg-
ment; today we are living in the age of grace and
mercy and redemption, and as Christians we need

There are tremendous
things lying ahead if we are
willing to bring the complete
message of the kingdom

of God to the world.




mth each person

or group of people being
renewed by the Spirit, the
experience is just as fresh as
with the one before. That
newness in the Spirit is
continually passed on.

to start acting like it. We lose respect and credibili-
ty because we don’t respond properly to the world,

Another concern | have is what I call the “rap-
ture complex” that many Christians seem to have. It
is the idea that the world is hopeless and there’s
nothing left to do but stick together, read our
Bibles and say our prayers, and wait for God to
come get us out of this mess—a “this-world-is-no-
place-for-a-Christian-so-God-please-hurry” mentali-
ty. As a result, many Christians have put themselves
into ghettos of their own making, rather than re-
sponding to Jesus' command to go out into the
world.

Christians need to come together for strength,

but we also need to get out there. God's message is
to the world. If we pull back and hide ourselves in
safe, secure, little communities to shut out the
world, then there is no hope for the world. Jesus
said we are the salt of the earth, not the salt of the
Church.

On the positive side we're excited because all of
us are just scratching the surface of what God has in
store. All that we have seen so far of God's workings
are just a foretaste of the tremendous things lying
ahead for us if we are only willing to go out as com-
manded and start bringing the message—not just
the negative message—but the complete message of
the kingdom of God to the world. 0

call on her life in today's society.

NEXT MONTH

Knowledge is like dynamite—powerful, but dangerous. Derek Prince
gives insight into how to handle it with wisdom.

Dee Jepsen, wife of Sen. Roger Jepsen (R-lowa) and the President’s
special liason to women's groups, tells how a woman can fulfill God’s

Becky Petrie shares about a spectacular move of the Holy Spirit
among young people at a school in Lexington, Kentucky.

All in the November New Wine.

Dee Jepsen: next month
in New Wine

NEW WINE
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The Phelps Agency, Atlanta, GA

Tips for Fathers

You probably have heard “the family that prays together stays together.” Well, so does the family
that plays together! In case you're looking for something to do, other than watching television
tonight, here are a couple of ideas to help you enjoy one another’s company:

1. Chef Night. The kitchen is a favorite gathering place for most families. Spend the evening
making new, exotic concoctions involving everyone in the preparation. Wear chef hats and
aprons, if you have them, and make a “big production” out of it.

2. Game Night. Most families’ closets are filled with rarely used games. Why not have a family
game night? Try to play all the games at least once. If any of the games have lost their ap-
peal, give them to another family who has not played them and who would appreciate a new
experience. You could introduce a new game of your own as well. Be sure to have plenty of
popcorn on hand for this lively event.

Remember, these are only our suggestions. Your imagination will make these ideas come alive for
an evening of family fun.

“Tips for Fathers” is provided by Fathergram. If you would like to be added to its mailing list, write:
Fathergram, P.O. Box Z, Mobile, AL 36616,
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Reponrt frém
Colombia

an interview with Julio Ruibal

We recently talked with South American pastor
Julio Ruibal, who had a dramatic encounter with
the Lord while studying medicine in the United
States. He returned to his native Bolivia in 1973,
and within a few months, God amazingly opened
doors of ministry to him throughout South Ameri-
ca. Then in 1978, he felt God calling him to
establish a church in Colombia. In this interview,
Julio describes how God led him to move to South
America, and shares his vision for impacting soci-
ety there at this very crucial hour.

New Wine: Could you tell us something of your
background and describe the beginnings of
your ministry?

Julio Ruibal: I was saved and filled with the Holy
Spirit during my first year of college in California in
the early seventies. God immediately gave me a bur-
den for my Latin American homeland. For weeks

NEW WINE

after I became a Christian, I thought about my peo-
ple, my country, knowing that so many of them like
me had little idea of what it meant to really know
Jesus Christ. In all my years in church, I had never
heard the words “born again.” Not once had any-
one asked, “Would you like to be born again?”

After I became a Christian, I ended up quitting
my pre-medical studies and my ministry began. My
first message, totally unplanned, was to an overflow
crowd outside the auditorium at a Kathryn Kuhl-
man meeting in Los Angeles. God said, “Get up and
preach.”

So I stood and asked the crowd, “Is God limited
to working only within those walls? He will do the
same things out here that He is doing inside. Would
anyone like me to pray for you?”

My hair was long and I was wearing jeans, but an
old man whose spine was so crippled he could hard-
ly move, said, “Young man, pray for me.” I prayed,
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and he was healed instantly.

Others began to come forward for prayer and
they were also healed. One of the ushers went into
the auditorium to tell Kathryn Kuhlman what was
going on outside. When he asked if she wanted him
to call the police, she said, “No, let them continue.”
So we did continue, and by the time we had fin-
ished, we had ministered to over forty people. Ac-
tually, that was the first time I had ever prayed for
the sick.

NW: How did you end up returning to South
America?

JR: Very rapidly my burden for my country de-
veloped into a sense of a calling from God on my
life. When the Lord led me to Bolivia, group meet-
ings were started that grew over a matter of months
to two thousand, three thousand, and finally five
thousand people. Events took place which caused
my ministry to become known throughout the coun-
try. One time, for example, | was asked to pray for a
man who had fallen off a cliff and had broken his
back. He was healed immediately.

After that, the president of Bolivia called and
prayed with me. He not only opened his heart to us,
but he opened the entire nation to us—giving us
prime time television and providing an Air Force
plane to fly us throughout the country. For the first
time in the country’'s history, evangelistic crusades
were held in Bolivia's four major cities, drawing
crowds of sixty and seventy thousand people. We
also traveled throughout South America, leading
major crusades.

NW: What happened after that?

JR: In 1974, God gave me a different vision—a
crusade to establish a church. During that crusade,
rather than sharing just salvation, for seventeen
days we preached repentance, baptisms, church
authority, and other truths. We soon had a congre-
gation of between three hundred and four hundred
people, and since that time, that church has
developed into the largest church in Bolivia.

Now, leadership is established in that congrega-
tion, and we have seven Bolivians in college being
prepared to lead. Each is walking closely with me,
strengthening our relationship, and developing a vi-
sion for ministry in Bolivia.

NW: Tell us about your ministry in Colombia.
JR: My wife and I moved to Cali, Colombia, in 1978
to establish a church patterned after what we be-
lieve the New Testament teaches. The response was
tremendous. Our church meetings quickly outgrew
the apartments and then the house where we first
began to meet.

The Cali church now has 150 members, a build-
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ing, a Christian school, and a school of ministry, in-
cluding a college. We also have a radio broadcast as
a part of our ministry.

We have found a good spirit of unity among the
different churches in Cali, and an openness to the
working of the Holy Spirit. I am a member of the
board of directors of a pastors’ association we
formed in the city.

NW: What do you see as the main items on
God’s agenda for Colombia, and for South
America as a whole?

JR: | see three definite elements. The first is the
great need for ministry—laborers and people to
train laborers. The harvest there is ready, so Chris-
tian workers are high on God's agenda.

Colombia, a nation of twenty-six million people,
is one of the most important and influential coun-
tries in Latin America. The openness of the people
is tremendous, but we need help. In America you
could turn just about any corner and find a church
that would at least preach salvation, if nothing else.
Americans have Christian teaching, television and
radio ministries, seminars, and tapes readily
available to them.

But it's not like that in Colombia. Not one Chris-
tian television program is aired in Colombia, and
radio is limited to one Christian station that reaches
part of the city of Bogota. But that’s it.

We sense the cry, “Lord, send laborers.” I'm
hoping also that ministries from outside would
come and strengthen ministries within. I trust God
will help us form multinational teams to do the
work.

m have a burning within
our hearts to see a society
that would be different;
where there would be justice,
equality, honor, and dignity.

The second item I see is the need for strengthen-
ing the local church. Pastors need and want teach-
ing. Unfortunately in the past the teaching that has
been most prevalent has not been the gospel of the
kingdom of God, but a gospel of “get a ticket to
heaven,” without any emphasis on the dynamic in-
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fluence the Church could have upon society. Also
there has been some unbalanced teaching from
various ministries coming into Colombia. All this
has produced an anemic condition in the Church
and a great hunger for solid teaching. 1 believe
seminars and pastors’ conferences, teaching
biblical principles about the Church, would do
much to strengthen what exists.

NW: And the third element?

JR: | believe the third priority is a commitment to
fight for the establishment of righteousness. We
never have had real liberty, real dignity. Relativism
and so many other influences upon life here have
stripped our people of a sense of worth—their
human dignity has to be established.

America has roots to look back to—the Puritans,
the Pilgrims, the pioneering people. We have
nothing like that. Our only hope is in the future,
We have a burning within our hearts to see a soci-
ety that would be different; where there would be
justice, equality, honor, and dignity.

Of course that leads us right into politics. Last
year, for the first time in the history of Colombia,
we started a Christian political front entering Chris-

tians in elections for office, thus beginning our ef-
forts to bring about those changes.

The three things I have stressed—the harvesting,
the strengthening of the Church, and establishment
of righteousness—I believe, are what God wants to
use to impact our society.

NW: What burden for prayer would you com-
municate to Americans concerning Colombia
and Bolivia?

JR: If there ever has been a crucial time for both
those nations, it is now. All the elements are pres-
ent to cause the hearts and minds of these people to
lean toward socialism and atheism. But we believe
God has ordained this time for a major break-
through—a move of God in these nations that will
change their history.

I believe there are going to be signs, wonders,
and miracles—not just to fill up an auditorium or a
stadium—but to change the course of these nations.
It is a crucial and volatile time in this part of the
world. A spiritual shaking is coming. Pray that God
will have His way. 0

Did You Know?

ing practical teachings from the Word of God.

know. ()

Did you know that New Wine is published in Spanish?
In May 1975, the first Vino Nuevo rolled off the
presses in San Jose, Costa Rica. Today, more than
11,000 copies are mailed bimonthly throughout South,
Central, and North America, and also into countries
around the world where there are Spanish-speaking Chris-
tians. Though publishing costs are high, God has blessed
the magazine and it continues to grow and prosper.
One way the widest possible exposure is realized for
Vino Nuevo is by sending single issues to pastors, Sunday
school teachers, and lay leaders. As Director Hugo Zelaya
pointed out in a recent interview, “These people use Vino
Nuevo as a teaching resource, thus making a single copy
serve 10, 100, or 1,000 Christians, instead of just one.”
Never was there a time when Spanish-speaking people
needed a teaching resource such as Vino Nuevo more
than they do now. Many areas that the magazine touches,
such as Central America, are embroiled in violence and
need solid spiritual direction. Vino Nuevo can fulfill a vital
role in the restoration of these troubled areas by present-

The Lord is using our Spanish counterpart, Vino
Nuevo, in a tremendous way, and we thought you'd like to

ANy

Ucvo
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How Do You
Spe

Il K-e-t-c-h-u-p?

by Bob Joerg

Watc hing our young children learn is a
captivating pastime, but what's more
amazing are the truths they innocently teach
us. I remember one evening in particular
when my son Josh gave me some food for
thought.

Josh was just learning to read, and every-
thing that had anything to do with words and
letters challenged him. Our family had be-
gun to eat supper when I noticed Josh star-
ing intently at a familiar bottle on the table.
Suddenly, with bold kindergarten con-
fidence, he announced, “I know how to spell
KETCHUP!”

“Oh?" 1 replied, not knowing what to ex-
pect.

“Uh-huh. Z-0-2-3.”

He was pleased. | was bewildered. Z-O0-2-3?
How can he get Z-0-2-3 out of “ketchup”? 1
thought. Even though there's more than one
way to spell “ketchup,” he was not even close.

After a few moments, we realized what
had happened. Instead of reading the big la-
bel on the front, he read the narrow, white

label around the neck of the bottle that says
“32 0z.”

At first it was just an amusing example of
a child growing and learning. Later, how-
ever, as | reflected on this incident, a spiri-
tual reality began to emerge. Often, as |
have sought the Lord, He has spoken. But
more than I care to admit, I have taken that
word from the Lord and “read the wrong
label”—and read it backwards at that.

What God has said has been absolutely
correct. But perhaps due to my immaturity
or incomplete perspective, | have misinter-
preted and misapplied His word.

Recognizing ketchup isn't so hard; under-
standing the details of the label, though,
takes more time.

Like Josh, I am learning to “read” more
carefully and correctly. But even when I fail,
I still have hope. You see, only He can take
something as strange-sounding as Z-0-2-3
and make it ketchup.

Or is that catsup? O

Bob Joerg is a New Wine reader who lives in Mineralwells, West Virginia.
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Nothmg works out the way
I plan it”

my labors”

“I can never really rest”

“There seems to be no reward for

“I always end up where I started”

There is a way out!

It starts with an encounter in the Arena of
Truth, a new 12-tape series by Bob Mumford.
This series will permanently fix something in
your understanding that you can use every day
of your life.

Bob’s unique sense of humor was working over-
time as he taught this message. His graphic
personal examples will help you see how normal
you really are. Jesus said you shall know the
truth and the truth shall set you free. Truth is
sometimes a hard pill to swallow, but the free-
dom on the other side is well worth the effort.

No matter who you are,
you'll be glad you spent some
time in the Arena of Truth.

See page 32 for a special of-
fer of In the Arena of Truth.

In the
Arena

Trith

a new tape series
by Bob Mumford
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Instruction in the fundamentals of the faith is an important part of our Christian heritage. “The Word" feature over the course of the
year will provide a systematic, seasonal study of basic teachings about the creation and fall of man, the person and work of Christ, and

the nature and destiny of the Church. In this trimester we are studying four aspects of the Church: its unity, holiness, universal nature, and
apostolic authority. We encourage our readers to use this feature daily, both for personal Scripture study and family reading.

WORD

I believe in the holiness of the Church because. . .

I. Jesus Prayed for a Holy Church................ I ATESRAN ) 5 ey s Oct. 1
II. The Saints Are Called to a Holy Life
A. Abraham—ablamelesswalk.................. T i 13 U S SR Oct. 2
B. Moses—a holy ground. ..........cco0vuvnnnn | v ol B A SO e e e B R ) Oct. 3
C. lsrael—a holy natOf. &, 5 s v oo vvsivie s misas s Exrd9ad .3 oo i seine Oct. 4
D. Israel—apeoplesetapart.................... T 1 RS S Oct. 5
E. Israel—a treasured possession. ............... P26 819 L S Oct. 6
F. David—a pure Beart. . . o v vulvdiv's soanbivnisns vs B s s e Oct. 7
G. Isaiah—a cleansed prophet.................. L O e RS R R Oct. 8
H. Saints—a destined people...........cc000ens Boh Fabadl sy oo i Oct. 9
11. God Blesses a Holy People
A. The prosperity of the righteous. . ............. 5509 B ik AR Oct. 10
B. The rule of the righteous. . . ................. i, 0 7 5 7 R AR S Oct. 11
C. The effective prayer of the righteous. .......... e e e O IR G Oct. 12
D. The inheritance of the righteous.............. |3 52 AR e ey Oct. 13
E. The rewards of the righteous. . .. ............. PRl A T Oct. 14
F. The success of the righteous. . ............... |t 1] HR RO L Ao B VB Oct. 15
G. The blessings of the righteous. . .............. G B S SO R T SRR I Oct. 16
IV. Jesus Taught Holy Living to His Disciples
A, Holiness:and WIkNesS v »iv s sl i) ei i wtv aae o b 1 L RS A Oct. 17
B. Holinessandreligion.......c.ccvivieuiiivan ) 93 L A RS R Oct. 18
C. Holiness and tracition ... . e svis o vis diaapme o ME SI253T s i ha it Oct. 19
D. Holiness antd loWE. 08 L0l x ik oh o s S viad a6 g B S A AT Oct. 20
E. Holiness and prayer. . .....seeconvsoccssssne MEGEEIbE oo e Oct. 21
F. ‘Holiness and SerVICR. ..o buiere s a o sistoissinssreielbnaie ME B168A ccii ot i Oct. 22
G. Holinessandendurance . ......cocvevennvnns METIEIA. L Coiai e ian Oct. 23
H. Holiness and obedience..........cco0vvennonn o s {a s AT T T Oct. 24
V. The Apostles’ Doctrine Taught Holiness
A. Freedom for holy service. .. ............co.... ROTH O N0 o e e e ey s Oct. 25
B. Chosen for a holy purpose. .................. Ol A =T e s et Oct. 26
C. Disciplined foraholyrace................... Heb 12:1-29....0..5 0 .00 Oct. 27
D. First fruits of a holy creation................. o B oy e S A Oct. 28
E. Conformed to a holy likeness. .. .............. o1 3 ) S TR A PR S Oct. 29
F. Partakers of a Holyinatupe ol s i alen e oie 5 s 200 Pl 50 %00 0D 63 § At e Oct. 30
G Contendets fora oIt s e s e e 4y 11T i B S R SR N Oct. 31
28 A monthly Bible study by Bruce Longstreth OCTOBER 1983



can restore vision

A dedicated few

Camerique, Blue Bell, PA

The
Possible
Dream

an interview
with Ralph
Barker and
Gary DeMar

NEW WINE

We as Christians have a unique perspective from
which we view life and the world. Of course, our
world view should be governed by the Word of
God. Although America’s forefathers believed this,
twentieth century America has slipped off her
biblical foundation.

In this interview, Ralph Barker and Gary
DeMar staff members of American Vision, a Chris-
tian educational and communications organization,
share their conviction that bringing America back
to its biblical foundation is not an impossible
dream—it only takes a dedicated few.

New Wine: What is a “world view” and how did
you get involved in helping others develop a bib-
lical world view?

Ralph Barker: A world view is simply the way an
individual looks at himself and the world around
him. It includes what he thinks about God, himself,
his neighbors, his family, civil government, the arts,
economics, morality, business, and every other area
of life. A biblical world view looks to the Bible as
the starting point in developing a consistent view of
life.

In the past few generations, Christians have
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Kyle Holland, Atlanta, GA

Photos: Ralph
Barker, above,
and Gary DeMar,
right, compose
material for
American Vision
publications

adopted so much of society’s view of life that the
thinking of many Christians can hardly be distin-
guished from the thinking of the humanistic society
that surrounds them. This realization motivated us
to start looking for answers. The Bible became our
starting point,

NW: How does an individual’s world view in-
fluence the various institutions he or she is in-
volved in?

Gary DeMar: There is a direct relationship be-
tween the actions of individuals and the direction of
a nation. An individual's understanding or lack of
understanding of the Bible will be reflected in the
condition of his family. The condition of families
will be reflected in the life of the Church, the
business world, and the educational institutions.
The leadership that is developed from these institu-
tions will be reflected in the institution of civil
government,

Let me give you an example. If an individual
doesn’t understand basic economic matters, ulti-
mately that lack of knowledge will be reflected in
our nation’s laws and policies. For example, the Bi-
ble teaches that long-term and multiple indebted-
ness is wrong, If we do not know that the Bible
teaches this or we refuse to accept it, then that lack
of knowledge or disobedience will be reflected in
how we make individual and family economic de-
cisions. Moreover, we're not going to look disap-
provingly on a federal government that runs up
huge debts if our families and churches are in debt
as well,

NW: Do you think that by and large the Chris-
tian’s application of the Word of God to life is
incomplete?

GD: Yes! I believe that we have fallen for the lie of
Satan that we should read the Bible with tunnel
vision. Too often we only see the application of
Scripture to personal matters. Of course, this is the
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starting point, But we need to go to the Bible with
the attitude that every single area of life must be
evaluated in terms of the Word of God.

We need to broaden our understanding of the
Bible’s applicability to life. The Bible speaks to
everyday issues. We need to wake up, take notice,
and begin to apply the storehouse of biblical princi-
ples to every conceivable life situation. Christians
must think and act like the sons of Issachar, men
“who understood the times and knew what Israel
should do” (1 Chr. 12:32 NIV).

NW: When you look at God’s Word as a whole,
what do you see?

RB: One of the foundation truths upon which we
have built our ministry is the dominion mandate. That
is, God told Adam and Eve to have dominion—to be
fruitful and multiply, fill the earth and subdue it,
and rule over the fish of the sea, the birds of the
sky, and every living thing on the earth. As man is
obedient in carrying out this task, families and
schools will be established, businesses and centers
of worship will be developed, and every level of
government will function according to the prin-
ciples laid down in God’s Word.

NW: What would be a practical application of
God’s mandate for man to have dominion over
God'’s world?

GD: The Christian must understand that he is
obligated to study the Word of God and apply prin-
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Gary and Ralph review manuscriplts

ciples that apply to the situations that he is involved
in. Employers and employees must read through
Scripture and find those principles that are directed
to the area of business and apply them. Both have
certain obligations. The long-term results of the
neglect of biblical principles in the area of business
will be reflected in employee motivation and pride
in workmanship.

Every discipline and occupation must be evalu-

ated by the corrective lens of Scripture so that
wrong principles of living are “put off” and right
principles of living are “put on.”
NW: What is the long-term vision for the
American Vision? What is your ultimate goal?
RB: In distributing our educational material, we
hope to see Christians take hold of God’s principles
for living and apply them everywhere and to every-
thing. We believe we'll see strong families. We'll see
a reduction in crime. Hopefully we'll see the federal
government’s role shrink as individuals, families,
and churches take back the responsibilities that
they have in caring for the poor, widows, orphans,
and those without hope. We hope to see character
and biblical morality restored, not only in families
but in the halls of Congress as well.

NW: What statement would you make to sum-
marize what we’ve been discussing?

RB: What we're talking about is the lordship of
Christ. Jesus Christ is Lord of all and He has the

NEW WINE

same authority on earth as He has in heaven. Jesus’
lordship relates to how I think on political issues,
how 1 spend my money, what I teach my children,
where I send them to school, how I respond to pov-
erty, and every other item that manifests itself in
God's creation. That's the message we want to
come through. It is our obligation as Christians to
apply the Word of God to life. We cannot abandon
this world. We need to preserve the world by being
salt, and we need to be light to show the rest of the
world the way. We have to admit that for the most
part we as Christians have let culture deteriorate.
We must not only stop the process but we must re-
store and reconstruct society using God's Word as
our blueprint.

GD: People often ask the question, “How did the
United States get where it is today?” When you go
back and trace America’s history, you will notice
that in the early days of our country not everyone
was a Christian, but the gospel and biblical prin-
ciples had such an impact that people just naturally
applied the Word of God to their daily living. We
must get back to that—and [ believe we will. |

REMEMBER:

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, IS A NATIONAL
DAY OF PRAYER AND FASTING.
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RESPONSE FORM

My contribution to New Wine Magazine
this month is $ :

[] Please send me Tape of the Month. | understand that
| will receive one tape each month and that | am re-
sponsible to pay for all tapes ($3.50).1 can cancel at

_any time.

("] Check here if you would like to receive regularly the
Integrity Publications newsletter which announces
our most current teaching material (free).

Instructions: Fill out the form below and insert in the en-
closed envelope, along with full payment—including post-

age and handling. All orders must include your account @
numt?e_r as listed in the top right corner of your mailing Iab_el. B
No billing. No C.0.D. Make checks payable to New Wine §
Magazine. Any amount over your order will be acceptedasa
contribution, f_;
8
NAME (please print) a3
This offer expires November 30, 1983.
Account No., I I l I l [ _] (see top right of your mailing label)
CAT, UNIT
QTyY., NO TITLE N 310 NW PRICE TOTAL
Arena of Truth Vol, |
M441 Take Me There $ 495
Ma42 The Trouble With Truth $ 4.95
M443 The River of Truth $ 495
M44a4 Truth in Balance $ 4.95
M445 Below the Bottom Line $ 495
Ma46 God's Life Detector $ 4.96
MG4 Volume | Study Guide $ 1.50
Ma4p Special Price Vol. | $24.95
MG4 6 Tapes including Guide
Arena of Truth Vol. Il
M451 Getting it Together $ 495
M452 The Plastic Rose $ 4.95
Ma453 Losing Your Grip $ 495
Ma54 The Harvest of Thorns $ 495
M455 The Way Out $ 4.95
MA56 Conduct in the Covenant $ 495
MG5 Volume Il Study Guide $ 1.50
MA5P Special Price Vol. Il $24.85
MGS 6 Tapes including Guide
WB105 | | ALMOST DIED $ 595
_| BY ERN BAXTER i35
Subtotal | |
Ala. residents: 4% sales tax

Postage & handling: 8% of total order ($1.25 minimum charge)
Total for order |

Total enclosed | &

Payments from our foreign readers must be by an International
Money Order or a check drawn on a U.S. bank.
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SPECIAL
OFFER

W
N€12-Tape Series

by Bob Mumford
In The Arena
of Truth

—————— ———————————— ———— ——— —

Volume I

1
!
|
|

TITLES

Take Me There

The Trouble With Truth
The River of Truth
Truth in Balance

Below The Bottom Line
God’s Life Detector

Plus Complete Study Guidéj

Regular Price $3+20_

Special Price $24.95

® o o & 0 0

Volume II

TITLES

Getting it Together

The Plastic Rose

Losing Your Grip

The Harvest of Thorns
The Way Out

Conduct in the Covenant

Plus Complete Study Guide

Regular Price $3+20_

Special Price $24.95

— — . — — ——— —— A —— —— —— ———— — ———— —— —— ——

Order Today
To order, see response form
on this page.

See Display Ad on
page 27.
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A fruitful season

When | read Gigi Tchividjian’s
article “Are You Too Busy?" in
January's issue, I didn’t particular-
ly get anything special out of it—I
even read it twice because | knew
there was something there that |
wasn't seeing. During the next
few weeks the Lord kept bringing
to my mind a phrase in her article
from Psalm 1:3: “...bringeth
forth fruit in his season.”

Finally one day I read the arti-
cle again and God opened it up to
me. It was exactly what I needed to
see for what | was going through
—a new season in my life where |
had gone back to work part-time
for my husband’s business.

I was really feeling useless to
everyone. | was no longer as
available because I was “tied
down" to my job. The “tempo-
rary” job has been going on over
eight months now, Many times
God has encouraged me and spo-
ken to me about my attitude.
What He showed me in Gigi's ar-
ticle was that I would bear fruit in
the season that He has me in.
God has blessed both my hus-
band and me, and the business
financially through my work.

That's just one of the many in-
stances God has spoken to me
through New Wine. Keep up the
good work and as you say: just
thought you'd like to know!

Joe & Terrie Bencivenga
Aldergrove, BC

NEW WINE

Prayer at its best

I just finished reading your
interview with Paul Billheimer on
prayer. The views he expressed
are the best on the subject of the
ministry of prayer that I have
read anywhere, at any time. The
theological basis of this dynamic
and trenchant presentation is pro-
found and strong.

My thinking on prayer will
never be the same. Thank you for
Mr. Billheimer's word; 1 would
like to hear from him again.

Roger Carstensen
Institute for Biblical
Literacy, Inc.
Athens, GA

Our source
I wanted to comment on your

August cover. Our five-year-old
son is the family Star Wars
fanatic, and his questions about
the cover gave us an opportunity
to talk about Jesus as our source,
and the “force” of His Holy
Spirit.

Cathy Goings

Bowling Green, OH

Functioning as priests
All of the August issue spoke to
my heart, but I find that I under-
lined mostly in Bob Mumford’s
article, “Every Man a Priest.”
Gathering victories, triumphs,
and compliments for our evening
sacrifice was a new idea to me but
one that | am now practicing.
Thanks.
Mrs. Keith Atchinson
Enid, OK

Building memories

I read every word of every copy
of New Wine and always find
them meaningful and useful where
I am at the time.

My son and his wife subscribe
as well and though we are miles
apart we often refer to the latest
issue: “I thought of you when I
read. .. .Did you read it?” And
then we will reread it with re-

newed interest.

When our son and his wife
dropped off their three children
with us for what has become an
annual summer’s week at grand-
pa’s and grandma’s, Connie said,
“You know, Mom, what’s happen-
ing here? You're building memo-
ries for our children.”

Immediately it brought to mind
your November '82 issue which I
knew she had read.

Thank you for your consistent-
ly helpful issues.

Lois Root
Corinth, NY

The greatest principle

I was reading your issue on uni-
ty this morning and am moved to
write. | thank God for your work
in presenting practical articles on
the greater principles of truth,
and doing so with the greatest
principle—love. My husband and
I look forward to reading and be-
ing encouraged by you sharing
lessons which we are learning at
the same time within our smaller
spheres. | appreciate you not cen-
tering your teaching ministry on
the less important doctrines and
issues—instead, New Wine
touches us in areas that relate to
our becoming more like Jesus
Christ within our lives individual-
ly, our family, our local body of
believers, and the universal body
of Christ.

Maggie Sansone
Brooklyn, CT

Right to the heart
My wife and I have enjoyed
New Wine for a number of years
now. We were especially blessed
by the May '83 issue on integrity.
I believe that if the body of
Christ is to have any real credi-
bility to the world in the future, it
will be centered around the issue
of integrity.
The May issue seemed to get
right to the heart of this matter.
Bill Featherstone
Manitoba, Canada
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A needed confirmation

We had just ordered New Wine
one month before we had an im-
portant decision to make. My
husband’s business wasn't going
well and we were thinking about
relocating to an area five hun-
dred miles away. We had been
praying for guidance the morning
we received our first issue of New
Wine.

Darol Blunt's article “What Am |
Doing Here?" was the key we
needed. We felt his article had
been sent just to us.

God has provided a job, the
money to move, and a house.

Thank you for being there
when we needed you.

Mrs. Richard Hickman
Redding, CA

Now and again. . .

The Lord continues to bless
New Wine's contents, timing,
and the way in which the Holy
Spirit uses it to minister to its
readers. Now and again the topic
covered confirms spiritual truths
in my life. This has happened
with the issue “May the Source
Be With You.”

The Lord has placed me with a
group of men from several de-
nominations which fellowship
regularly. | think this topic is of
great importance and especially
timely to the growth of our fel-
lowship. I would like several
copies of the August 1983 issue
to share and introduce them to
New Wine.

Bill Otis
Perrysburg, OH

The importance of taking care
Ern Baxter’s article in the July

'83 issue on the importance of
taking care of our bodies was of
great interest to us. We believe
this aspect of our Christian re-
sponsibility is sadly neglected in
Christian circles.

John & Laura Harder

Verona, Ontario
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Timing not off

Many readers have written to
say how the topics of New Wine
have been so relevant to them at
just the time the magazine ar-
rives. We have experienced ex-
actly the same, even though the
issues are always three to four
months late.

A good example was last year
when the martial law authorities
here changed the weekly holiday
from Sunday to Friday (the Mus-
lim holy day). Just that week New
Wine arrived with the issue about
the Sabbath. It was very helpful
in working out which day to hold
our church services.

Kjell & Sue Daven
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Fresh meat

In 1971 my wife received the
baptism in the Holy Spirit while
we were stationed in England
with the Air Force. There were
active charismatic groups there
to help her. The young couple
who had prayed with my wife
gave her books by Don Basham
and Derek Prince and suggested
she subscribe to New Wine Mag-
azine. We began to grow in the
Lord through your ministry. Now
twelve years later we have a very
nice church body to worship with
and good teaching from the
Word, but New Wine still brings
us fresh meat to help us in our
Christian walk. Thank you for
your ministry. We enjoy being a
part of your outreach.

Barry Holloway
Kent, WA

Praying specifics

You've asked your readers to
let you know how a specific arti-
cle or issue has affected them.
That's a hard task, for every
issue has touched my life.

Over a year ago God showed
me to pray in general for Central
and South America. Because of
your interview with Hugo Zelaya,

I can pray more specifically. We

need such contact with the body

of Christ outside of the United

States to increase our vision.
Mrs. Curtis Roggow
Omaha, NE

Hope and assurance

I have been facing very difficult
problems—my health, all three of
my children out of work, and my
husband's pay cut back. Well, I
was about to give up when |
picked up my March 1983 copy of
New Wine. 1 was sick in bed -and
decided to read “A Hope That
Won't Give Up” to get my mind
off all my problems. Imagine my
joy at reading this issue and find-
ing it speaking to my need and
getting all this persecution in my
life in proper perspective. Thank
you for the assurance that we are
in the will of God and are being
attacked because of that and not
because we are missing God.

Mrs. John Witzel
Goshen, OH

A helpful tool

I first heard of your fine
magazine from our pastor. He
kept referring to it as a follow-up
to things he was teaching.

Now it serves our home and
provides practical applications of
what the Lord is doing.

It also helps me express my
beliefs when I share an article
with a friend instead of explain-
ing it myself. Sometimes reading
touches the heart where discus-
sion closes it.

Susan Rodriguez
Lompoc, CA

Thank you for your let-
ters. We always appreciate
your comments and sugges-
tions, and we are glad to
hear what God is doing in
your lives.
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D oes the Word of God have
relevant solutions to our
nation’s economic problems? Par-
ticularly the issue of welfare? It
certainly does, and judging from
the state of our nation’s econo-
my, we desperately need to find
those answers and apply them.

Each year the politicians we
put in office indiscriminately ap-
propriate and commit hundreds
of billions of dollars to “help the
needy,” continuing a reckless
policy of deficit spending which is
steadily bankrupting the nation.
Secular charities and even some
churches join in the scramble for
these “federal funds” as well, for-
getting that there is no such thing
as “federal funds”; there is only
taxpayers’ money. Every welfare
dollar given away by the govern-
ment must first be taken from
someone who worked hard to
earn it.

From a biblical perspective,
governmental charity is based on
a hypocritical philosophy. Two
elements of that philosophy are
revealed in John 12:1-8, where
Mary breaks an alabaster jar of ex-
pensive perfume and anoints Je-
sus' feet, Immediately, Judas de-
nounces Mary's beautiful act of de-
votion as wasteful, Then he pom-
pously declares how Mary should
have spent her money—"“Why
wasn'’t this perfume sold and the
money given to the poor? It was
worth a year’s wages” (v. 5 NIV).

This first element of hypoc-

NEW WINE

In Grateful

Memory
of Manry

risy, which abounds in every
bureaucracy, is the bureaucrat’s
belief that he, being wiser and
more moral than the “selfish”
citizen who earns the wealth, has
the right (he calls it dufy) to
decide who will best benefit from
that wealth.

The second element of hypoc-
risy is indicated by John's indicting
editorial comment about Judas,
which applies as well to all hypoc-
ritical do-gooders who feign com-
mitment to the poor so long as the
help for them comes from other
people’s pockets. “He did not say
this because he cared about the
poor but because he was a thief;
as keeper of the money bag, he
used to help himself to what was
put into it” (v. 6 NIV). False chari-
ty always invites theft.

According to published statis-
tics as much as two-thirds of the
more than $350 billion dollars
appropriated each year for wel-
fare in the United States goes to
the “keepers of the money bag,”
that is, the bureaucrats who ini-
tiate and administer the pro-
grams,

In vivid contrast to Judas’
hypocritical comments, Jesus was
quick and generous in his praise
of Mary. “Leave her alone. ...
She has done a beautiful thing to
me. The poor you will always
have with you, and you can help
them anytime you want” (Mk.
14:6-7 NIV).

Even more amazing were Jesus'

next words: “I tell you the truth,
wherever the gospel is preached
throughout the world, what she
has done will also be told, in
memory of her” (Mk. 14:9 NIV).

Was Jesus simply responding
selfishly? Was He promoting a
lack of concern for the poor?
Was He encouraging a lavish
squandering of wealth while the
poor grew poorer?

No. He was making a point
about true and false charity. He
was contrasting the free and gra-
cious giving which comes from a
grateful heart—and which if al-
lowed to express itself without
coercion could meet all the needs
of the deserving poor—with the
false charity of stingy hypocrites
who know only how to squander
other people’s money.

In his penetrating analysis of
this story Rousas J. Rushdoony
writes:

Jesus called attention to Mary's
act, one of true faith, of honest
feelings, of joy in his atoning
work, and faith in the resur-
rection, whereas Judas' words
constituted a false faith and
hypoeritical religion. False
charity hates joy, luxury, and
abundance in every form and
makes a leveling demand; it
denies the person’s right to
use his property and wealth in
terms of his own conscience.
The “right” of the poor to a
man's wealth exceeds his own
rights and wishes. Success be-
comes a crime to be atoned for
by a required “share-the-wealth”
program (Politics of Guilt and
Pity, Thoburn Press, Fairfax,
VA, 1978, p. 69).

As with the poor, the Judases
will always be with us in this
world. We must not only recog-
nize the hypocrisy of their
philosophy but also encourage
what Jesus saw in Mary—free and
generous giving from a grateful
heart. At least, that's the way [
see it. O
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