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Editorial

You probably recognize the phrase on our cover as a slightly ad-
justed version of the now-famous line from the Star Wars movies—
“May the force be with you.” When we say “the Source” instead of “the
force,” however, it is because in this issue we want to talk about the mar-
velous truth of our relationship with the God of the universe. The pur-
pose of the cover is to make a point that we feel is very significant.

The phenomenal success of Return of the Jedi and the other Star
Wars movies is something we as Christians need to examine. Regardless
of how we feel about the content of the movies, we have to recognize that
they are touching something in people in a very successful manner.
What are they touching? Speculations have been offered in thousands of
articles and reviews.

But | believe that the fundamental human desire touched by these
movies is a hope that first, there is a force of good operating in the
world, second, that somehow we can interact with that force, and third,
that ultimately, linked to that force, we can triumph over the powers of
evil that confront us.

But how does all this apply to us and the August issue of New Wine?
Simple. What we know as the Source is far more marvelous than “the force”
depicted in the movies—that impersonal, intangible “something” which
operates at man's command. The Source is not a something at all. He is a
Someone—a very powerful Someone who directs us by His command. And
yet, we can know Him, and He us. We can have a two-way relationship with
the Source of all life—the Lord God who rules the universe.

That is the glorious, mysterious link that most of mankind finds itself
groping for intuitively. That desire for a relationship with the Source, the
Creator of all, is fundamental to every human being. And that is the de-
sire which the producers of these movies, without realizing it, have
tapped into.

We can know Him. We can know the Source. The God of Creation is
with us, and we can walk with Him. That is the wonderful truth we ex-
plore in this issue.

New Wine this month deals with the reality of our relationship with
God. First, in “Getting to Know the Source,” Jim Hamann makes the
point that Christianity is not a mechanical, religious ritual—it is a rela-
tionship. Our first priority in life is to know God and to be known by
Him. Bob Mumford provides a specific perspective, informing us that
each of us is to function as a “priest,” serving and loving God.

In a brief but potent interview, Paul Billheimer, author of Destined for
the Throne, cites the role of prayer as a training ground for victorious liv-
ing. Next, George Kouri encourages us to discover more and more of
“The Mystery of God.”

Don Basham inspires us with his account of the miraculous interven-
tion of God in a very down-to-earth dilemma. Howard Carter lets his chil-
dren tell how they first discovered the reality of God's presence through
the help of their parents. The issue ends with a final insight from Don
Basham on our individual calling by God.

What a tremendous privilege—to have a living relationship with the
God who created us! What a dynamic realization that we know the
Source, and He is with us..

Dick Leggatt
Editor
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The most important
thing in life is a real
relationship with God.

I n order for us to really lay hold
of God's best for us and to be
alive and growing, each of us
needs an overmastering purpose
in our lives. We need a purpose
which so grips us and consumes
us that everything that touches
our lives will be seen and filtered
through that purpose. The over-
mastering purpose that 1 am
speaking about is simply this
realization: We were made for
God—just for Him. At the foun-
dation of that ultimate purpose
must be our desire to please God,
to know God, and to spend time
in His presence. If we need any-
thing today, it is an under-
standing that we were made for
God.

No Oth_er Gods

In Exodus, chapter 20, we see
God speaking to Moses to give him
the ten commandments. God's first
words are, “Now, Moses, remem-
ber that | am the Lord your God
that brought you out of slavery in
Egypt. What | did for you gives
me the right to speak to you. On
that basis | want to communicate
My first commandment to you:
You shall have no other gods
before Me.” What God is saying
is this: “The most important
thing is for you to make Me first
in every area of your life.”

Jesus Christ, who came as the
incarnate Son of God, affirmed
this commandment in response
to a Pharisee's question in Mat-
thew 22:35. One of these men, an
expert in the law, tested Him with
this question, “Teacher, which is
the greatest commandment in the
law?” And Jesus replied, “Love the
Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all
your mind. This is the first and
greatest commandment.”

4

“Love the Lord....” This
doesn’t just speak of feelings; it's
an act of the will—a choice. It is
saying, “God is first, God is my
Lover, God is the supreme One
in life.”

From His Heart to Mine

[ have asked myself some
questions about my own prayer
life: How often do | come into
God'’s presence just to spend time
with Him? Not to ask Him any-
thing; not to talk about my prob-

lems or my family, or the church |
serve, or people that need prayer.
How often do | come into His
presence just to love Him, and to
be loved by Him—just to get to
know Him? It occurs to me that
God would like an opportunity to
share with me not just words of
adjustment or correction, but
specific words of encouragement
that come just from His heart to
mine.

Do we realize that God would
like to say to us that He appre-
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ciates and loves us? He would like
to thank us for our availability,
for our being an instrument, for
the fact that we have turned over
our rights to Him. Do we ever
spend time like that, just in the
presence of the Lord?

Today we consider anyvone with
that kind of relationship to God
some kind of “spiritual mystic.”
But it is not as mystical or ex-
traordinary as we might think. It
should be normal,

Our relationship with God must

NEW WINE

consist of more than running into
His presence and saying, “God,
protect my kids. God, help me
out of this jam. God, you know
the problem at work. God, you
know my financial situation.”
Prayer should be much more.
God wants to expand the borders
of our understanding of prayer so
that we see it as a normal part of
our relationship with Him. He
wants to show us the Christian
life as a relationship with Him as
a person,

We run the risk of making
Christianity a lifeless matter—so
cut and dried; so very mechan-
ical. We see this in the traditional
approach to salvation.

Salvation is more than a me-
chanical process of reading Ro-
mans 3:23, 6:23, and 10:9-10
and making a mental assent by
mouthing certain words, Chris-
tianity is not just a contractual
agreement—it 1S an encounter
with the personality of God. It is
coming into harmony with the
Lord Himself in a restored rela-
tionship to the Father. That's the
essence of becoming a Christian.

Being a Christian is not simply
getting facts into our heads, or
even making certain behavioral
changes; being a Christian is be-
ing in love. It's discovering more
and more a personality named
God, who wills, who thinks, who
acts, who loves, who has feelings.
It's knowing Him and loving
Him

What Is Our Purpose?

What is our overmastering
purpose for life? Is it more than
just keeping body and soul to-
gether and enjoying good health?
Is it merely to have harmonious
relationships in our homes? Or, is
God our goal? | have recognized
in my own life the danger of
substituting working for God for
knowing the God of the work.
We face the danger of being in-
volved in spiritual busyness and
seeing our own lives deteriorate.

In Luke 10:38, Jesus is talking

about a woman who chose the
most important thing. To Martha's
question, “Lord, don’t you care
that my sister has left me to do all
the work?” the Lord answered,
“Martha, Martha, you are worried
and upset about many things, but
only one thing is needed—Mary
has chosen what is better and it
will not be taken away from her.”
What had Mary chosen? Just to
be with the Lord, to be in His
presence.

I remember hearing DeVerne
Fromke, a noted author and Bible
teacher, tell a story about arriving
home after a time of out-of-town
ministry. After his wife and four-
year-old son had greeted him, his
son immediately ran out to do
something. Hearing noises com-
ing from the garage, DeVerne
went out and asked, “Son, what
are you doing? | want to spend
some time with you; I just came
home.”

The boy's response was, “Dad-
dy, I'm busy right now.”

The next day DeVerne took
his son with him on their daily
trip into the city to get the mail.
As they came out of the post of-
fice, he noticed the right side of
their car covered with childish
decorations. His son had been
busy. He had taped pieces of
cardboard and colored paper to
the side of the car with his dad’s
electrical tape. DeVerne looked
both ways up and down the
street, hoping that no one saw
the mess, and then turned his
gaze to his son. Seeing the look
on his face, his son said, “Daddy,
don't you like it? I did it for you.”

As DeVerne related it, God
spoke these words to him: “Don't
reprimand your son. How many
times have | wanted your pres-
ence, but you went out to do your
projects. You were running here
and there, doing jobs | never sent
you to do. You thought you were
serving Me and pleasing Me. But
I want you more than | want your
service.” That's what God wants—
us.
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Sacrifice and Service

There are two aspects of the
Christian life—there is service for
God, but first, there's ministry to
God. The Romans had a coin that
was minted with an ox on both
sides. On one side there was an ox
with an altar and the inscription,
“For sacrifice.” The other side of
the coin showed an ox in a yoke
pulling a plow. It said, “For ser-
vice.” The Roman citizens realized
they had to face both aspects: sac-
rifice and service. So often we're
oriented toward service, toward
working for God, rather than
simply loving God as our Father.

In Ezekiel 44, we have a most
interesting principle, God speaks
to Ezekiel, saying, “I don't want
any of the Levites to come into
the Holy place in the temple and
serve me except the sons of
Zadok. | want the rest of the
Levites to help the people with

Jim Hamann graduated from the Northwest
College of the Assemblies of God in Kirkland,

Washington.

He is the Senior Pastor of Christ

Church of Northgate in Seattle, where he re-
sides with his wife, Phyllis, and their three

children.

their burnt offerings, and to do
all the work in the outer court.
But | want the sons of Zadok to
come in beyond the curtain and
minister to Me." There were
priests that served the people and
there were priests that not only
served the people but also min-
istered to the Lord. Are we
priests that just serve the house,
or do we serve the Lord?

There is certainly an emphasis
in the Church today on relation-
ships, community, and meeting
people’s needs. These are all ex-
citing. We should be serving each
other; we should be caring. But,
as the Church, we should be
more than humanitarian agents,
or a welfare organization; we
must know what it is to be cap-
tured and enraptured by God.

The story of every great man
of God in the Scriptures is the
story of a man who, despite human
frailty and failure, had one inten-
tion. Each of them had a heart
filled with the desire to please
God in every area of their lives. It
was an overmastering purpose,
and it was what made them great.
When they failed and stumbled,
they got up and pressed on be-
cause they wanted to please God.
God is not looking for perfect
men, but for men with a single in-
tention of heart—to love and
honor Him.

The Heavenly Prize

What is the Christian life? It's
a relationship with a person. It's
sharing our hearts with God and
letting Him share His heart with
us. That is when it becomes
thrilling. Anything else will wear
thin around the edges and leave
us searching for something that
truly fulfills us. The overmaster-
ing purpose that must capture
and consume us is to live to
please God, spending time with
Him and coming to know Him.

Listen to how Paul expressed
that consuming passion even
while he was chained to a Roman
soldier: “My determined purpose

is that I may know Him, that |
may progressively become more
deeply and intimately acquainted
with Him, perceiving and recog-
nizing and understanding the
wonders of His person more
clearly” (Phil. 3:10, Amp.). Later
in verses 13 and 14 of the same
chapter, we find the same intensi-
ty of desire: “But this one thing |
do. It is my one aspiration:
forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies
ahead, I press on toward the goal
to win the supreme and heavenly
prize to which God in Christ
Jesus is calling us upward.”

The whole epistle of Philip-
pians reveals Paul's consuming
passion to know God, to please
God, to honor Him. We see it
from the very first chapter when
he says: “...so that now as
always Christ will be exalted in
my body; whether it be by life or
death, it doesn’t concern me.
The only thing that concerns me
is that in this flesh, in this body,
God is exalted” (v. 20 Amp.).

We see Paul's desire for this
overmastering purpose echoed in
the prayer of the late Dr. A. W.
Tozer from his book. The Pursuit
of God: “O God, 1 have tasted
Thy goodness, and it has both
satisfied me and made me thirsty
for more. | am painfully con-
scious of my need for further
grace. | am ashamed of my lack
of desire. O God, the Triune
God, I want to want Thee; | long
to be filled with longing; | thirst
to be made more thirsty still.
Show me Thy glory, | pray Thee,
so that I may know Thee indeed.
Begin in mercy a new work of
love within me. Say to my soul,
‘Rise up, my love, my fair one,
and come away.” Then give me
grace to rise and follow Thee up
from this misty lowland where |
have wandered so long. In Jesus’
name, Amen.”"! May each of us
be captured and consumed by the
overmastering purpose of the
God for whom we have been
created. O
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SPECIAL OUTREACH MONTHS
July-August-September 1983

WE’RE GOING TO OUR
FRIENDS FIRST

As a New Wine reader, you can help extend God's grace 1o someone's life by
joining with us in *‘Special Outreach Months.”

Not only will you be helping extend our Lord’s kingdom, but through your
faithfulness you will provide a steady stream of inspiration strength, and en-
couragement to that family member, business associate, friend, or neighbor God
puts on your heart

It's those whose paths you cross daily that will benefit from New Wine jusl as
you have

Don’'t miss this opportunity to allow God o meel those in need of His
presence. Participate with us in "‘Special Outreach Months."

A special card is provided in this issue for your use Your financial support with
each new name would be greatly appreciated







Every Man a Priest
by Bob Mumford

“The sacrifices God has been looking for all these
years are honest words from a sincere people.”

Thruughnul the Scriptures,
God declares His intention
to get for Himself a “nation of
priests.” In Exodus 19:6 He says
to Israel, “You shall be to me a
kingdom of priests, and a holy
nation.” The apostle Peter writes
that the Church is to be “a
chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation” (1 Pet. 2:9). And
in Revelation 5:9-10 John says
that God has purchased men

from every tribe, tongue, people,
and nation to make them “a
kingdom and priests to our God.”

When God talks about our be-
ing a priesthood and a holy na-
tion, what does He mean?

One of the five basic doctrines
of the Reformation was the
priesthood of the believer. The
Reformers rejected the belief that
only the men who stood at the
front of the church were priests,

Hlustrations
Ken Raney,

Ellsworth, KS
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and the rest of the believers were
“laymen.” They believed what
the Scripture teaches about every
one of us functioning as priests.
We must understand that God
set out to get for Himself a whole
nation of priests, not just one
tribe of priests. Though the men
of the tribe of Levi were priests,
the Levitical priesthood was to
minister specifically to the people
of Israel, while the whole nation
was supposed to be priests to the
world. Many of us don’t under-
stand that; we tend to recognize
some men as special priests, But
what God had in His heart was
that the whole nation of Israel
would be priests and would min-
ister to all of the other nations.
Christ had both a priestly min-
istry and a kingly ministry. We
too need to find a proper balance
between these two roles. If we on-
ly talk about authority and the
kingdom, we miss the priestly
calling which is ours, for every
one of us has been designed to
function as priests unto our God.

What a Priest Does

What does a priest do? In the
Old Testament the priests offered
thousands of bulls, lambs, and
doves as sacrifices in the Temple
at Jerusalem. But there was a
change in the priesthood after
Jesus came. | believe that if we
can understand what that change
was, it will transform our lives.

The first change was in the
nature of God's house. A priest
always serves in the house of
God. In Old Testament times,
that house was the physical tem-

Bob Mumford completed his studies for the
Bachelor of Divinity degree at the Reformed
Episcopal Seminary in Philadelphia. He has
served as dean of Elim Bible Institute and as a
pastor, evangelist, and seminar teacher. Bob
has also written many books on various aspects
of the Christian life. He is a member of the In-
tegrity Communications Board of Directors and
resides in Mobile, Alabama, with his wife, Judy,
and thetr family.
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ple. But now God's house is His
people—it is a spiritual house
where the Holy Spirit dwells. Be-
cause a priest wants to be in the
house of God, he loves to get with
other priests and worship, be-
cause that is when he functions
best. We can function alone, but
whenever we can get together
our priestly function is more
complete.

Once | was getting ready to go
hunting with some Christian
friends, and my wife said: “I know
what you're doing. You're not go-
ing out there to hunt. You just
get out there in the woods and
worship.” It's really the truth, As
a priest, | love nothing more than
to get with some other priests
and worship. It's a time when |
can let my spirit go free.

The second change has to do
with the presence of God. With
the coming of Jesus the presence
of God was no longer confined to
the Holy of Holies. A priest loves
the presence of God. Just like
Moses, he isn't content simply to
have an angel to lead him. Moses
said to God, “If You don't go with
us, don't send me any further.
Don't let an angel lead me; | want
to be led by the presence of God”
(Ex. 33:15). If we lose the pres-
ence of God, we've lost every-
thing.

A priest knows when he is in
the Presence, and when he is
not. He is aware that if God is
there, everything will be all right;
if God is not there, something is
wrong. So when we see ourselves
as priests, we start to seek the
presence of God.

The Sacrifice of Our Lips

The third change that took
place when Jesus came was the
nature of the sacrifices which
priests are to offer. In the book of
Hosea, we read about the new
sacrifices God desires:

Take words with you and
return to the Lord. Say to
Him, “Take away all iniquity,

and receive us graciously, that
we may present the fruit of our
lips."

The sacrifices of the Old Testa-
ment were slaughtered animals.
But the sacrifices of the New Tes-
tament, prophesied here by
Hosea, are words. The prophet
says to take words with you when
you go into God's presence, and
those words—properly offered to
God—are like the sacrifice of a
bull, a burnt offering.

The sacrifices God has been
looking for all these years are
honest words from a sincere peo-
ple who know how to function as
priests, acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. Because of
Jesus, we can step into the
Father's presence, and we're wel-
come there. Jesus suffered much
to welcome us into His presence
as priests,

The writer of Hebrews con-
firms what Hosea said. We find in
Heb. 13:15:

Through Him [Jesus] then let
us continually offer up a sac-
rifice of praise to God, that is,
the fruit of lips that give
thanks to His name.

I don’t believe that a sacrifice of
praise is saying, “Hallelujah!”
when you don't feel like it. A sac-
rifice is a decision of the will,
accomplished with understand-
ing, filled with meaning and con-
tent. As priests we should know
how to offer these sacrifices in
God's presence.
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Morning and Evening Sacrifices

I am always encouraged by the
many opportunities that I have to
see groups of people worshiping.
I'm always encouraged to see peo-
ple worshiping, but what | want to
know is what they are doing at
home. 1 want to know if their
priesthood is functioning in their
own families with what | call a
“morning and evening sacrifice.”
| want to know if they are aware
of the holy calling they have out-
side of the corporate worship ser-
vice,

The “morning sacrifice” comes
when we get out of bed in the
morning. We step into God’s
presence and say, “Good morn-
ing, Lord—glory to God! It's
good to be with You this morn-
ing.” That's the morning sacrifice
of praise. We don't have any
goats to offer—we have words in-
stead. When we offer the fruit of
our lips this way every morning,
our priesthood is functioning well.

There's another sacrifice that |
would refer to as the evening sac-
rifice. What is that? That is when
we give God the credit for what
He has done in us.

When somebody gives us a
compliment, what we usually reply
is, “Oh, well, that's nothing. It's
the Lord—I'm just God's humble
servant.” But we shouldn't do
that. That's how we our
“evening  sacrifice.” Instead we
need to receive those compliments
and gather them throughout the
day.

For example, suppose some-
one comes up to me and says,

NEW WINE

lose

“Brother Bob, years ago you
prayed for me and | was healed.”
What I do is collect that vic-
tory, gather it with the others of
the day, and take them with me
in prayer that night to present to
God as my evening sacrifice.

Perhaps my boss comes to me
and says, “Bob, you're the best
man in the department. If | ever
had a man that was good, you're
the man.” So | say, “I'll take
that—thank you very much!”

When it’s time for the evening
sacrifice, 1 say, “Lord, you've
been so good to me. You've
worked your kingdom in my life,
and today someone told me he
was healed when | prayed for
him. My boss came to me and
said 1 was the best guy in the
department. Now Lord, I want to
offer these to you as my evening
sacrifice. Thank You.” But if 1
don't receive the compliments, |
don’t have anything to offer for
the evening sacrifice.

People are watching us on the
job to see how we respond to God
and whether or not we're wor-
shipers. Others will know

whether or not we're worshipers
by the fruit of our lives, and they
will recognize it with a raise, a
compliment, or some other kind
of praise. David said, “Burnt of-

ferings you don't desire. The sac-
rifices of God are a broken spirit
and a contrite heart” (Ps.
51:16-17). The condition of our
hearts and spirits will be evident
to those around us, and when we
receive their praise for the fruit of
our lives, we can give it back to
God. We must be careful how we
handle the victories, the triumphs,
and the compliments that come
to us. We need to collect them
for our evening sacrifice.

Priests and Prophets

In addition to our personal
priesthood, the priestly ministry
is an important part of communi-
ty life, just as the prophetic
ministry is. The prophet can real-
ly “put it to you.” For example,
when a man is having trouble
with his wife, the prophet says,
“What's the matter with you?
Why didn't you do your duty?”
That kind of ministry is valid, and
necessary. God knows we need it
at times. But the priest sees the
matter in a different light. He
wants to bring the man with prob-
lems into the Holy of Holies. He
wants to teach him, to feed him
the showbread—that is, he wants
to lead him to Christ and feed
him the good things of God. The
priest wants to teach him how to
burn incense—how to worship.

The priestly ministry doesn’t
point a finger as the prophetic
does. Instead the priest picks up
a man, puts him on his shoulders,
and bears him along through in-
tercession. He “lights the
candle” and begins to minister to
him the whole priestly life.

A Functioning Priesthood

What happens when we func-
tion as spiritual priests? The first
result is that it can get us out of
ourselves into God. Our tendency
is to look inward and become
preoccupied with our feelings
and shortcomings. But if we start
functioning as priests, it pulls us
out of that unhealthy kind of in-
trospection and into God instead,
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because the priest turns toward
God in worship. When [ drive
alone, for example, I could spend
that time thinking about myself;
but instead | take that time to
worship. If we don't turn toward
God in such times alone, it's
amazing how caught up we can get
with those three “demons” me,
myself, and 1.

The second result of function-
ing as spiritual priests is that it
purifies our worship. How many
of us have trouble with wandering
minds during worship? Everyone
else in a meeting may be worship-
ing, and we're thinking, “I need
to have the tires rotated” or “1
left the clothes in the dryer.” But
when we start offering the morn-
ing and evening sacrifices at
home, we learn how to focus our
minds in worship through prac-
tice. Then, when we come to-
gether with the people of God,
it's one more place to continue
the worship we've been offering
up every day on our own,

The third result of functioning
as spiritual priests is that it pro-
vokes God's response. That's the
most important result of all.
When we offer to God a proper

sacrifice, the “fire falls” on our
sacrifice.

Once | was stopped at a traffic
light, worshiping the Lord, but |
had a strange sense that some-
one was watching me. | looked
out the window and sure enough
there was a state trooper sitting
beside me, watching me worship
and enjoy the Lord. I waved to let
him know 1 wasn’t insane or
drunk, but he followed me for
about three blocks to find out if |
was competent to drive. Though
perhaps | should have used a lit-
tle more wisdom, I can only say
that the fire had fallen, and the
Lord had filled that car with His
presence. That's the reward of a
person who learns to function in
the priesthood.

The Reason for Our Priesthood
Paul writes in Romans 15:16:

Grace was given to me from
God to be a minister of Christ
Jesus to the Gentiles, minister-
ing as a priest the gospel of
God, that my offering of the
Gentiles might become accep-
table, sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. Therefore, in Christ

Jesus | have found reason for
boasting in things pertaining
to God.

How did Paul view evangelism?
He understood himself as a priest
functioning to win the Gentiles to
God. He offered them to God as a
sacrifice. And notice that he
didn't mind boasting about his
labors, because he collected the
results, in order to offer them to
God in his evening sacrifice.
This passage has been an im-
portant part of my life for many
years. I've not understood it fully,
but | do understand something of
what God wants. Wherever |
teach, God wants me to say,
“Lord God, as | minister today, |
pray that it shall be a sacrifice to
you—that through this message
you would reach out to others
and lay hold of them, so that they
could be offered to you, made
acceptable by the Holy Spirit.”

Bold Priests

I pray that this word about our
priesthood will work in all of us. |
pray that a confidence will come
upon all who are timid, that a
boldness will come upon each of
us, so that we can enter into the
Lord’s presence with boldness, be-
ing made acceptable through
Jesus Christ our Lord,

As we enter His presence bold-
ly, we must ask God to teach us
how to offer up the morning
sacrifices, and how to collect
throughout the day the evening
sacrifices, so that we might offer
them to Him. Out of those sacri-
fices | pray that the Lord will
show us how to reign in this pres-
ent life, how to use the gifts of the
Spirit as priests, and how to find
a way for God's purposes to be
made real to us as a people.

We must learn how to light the
candle, to open the bread, and to
burn the incense as priests. And
as we do, | believe God will teach
us what it means to be a holy na-
tion, to be a spiritual house, and
to function as spiritual priests..
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A Miracle—Righ

t Before My Eyes!

by Jean Louise Adams

believe in God's supernatural power, but I have

always longed to see a miracle, right before my
eves! | mean, something really spectacular, like a
paralytic rising up and walking, or a blind person in-
stantly receiving his sight. Not that I don't believe
that God does these thing regularly; it's just that |
had never been in the right place at the right time
to see it for myself,

This past spring our daughter, Patti, and son-in-
law, Paul, invited me to be present at the birth of
their second child. I must admit, | wasn't sure that |
could bear to watch my daughter go through all the
pain and discomfort | knew was involved in the birth
of her baby. (After all, I'd had five of my own.) But |
agreed to be with them, figuring that I could always
leave the room if it got to be too much for me.

They had attended Lamaze classes to prepare
them when their first baby had been born, and had
taken a refresher course for this one. They were
ready for what was about to happen; but I wasn’t. So
when the time came for me to be with them, I found
myself hovering at the head of the bed, mainly try-
ing to stay out of the way of the nurses who were
preparing the birthing room for the delivery.

Through the hours of early labor, Patti and Paul
became one in a team effort. Now in the last stages,
they were intent on the job at hand and oblivious to

anything else: he, timing contractions and giving
encouragement; she, puffing and panting, resting a
few seconds, only to begin the process again with
each contraction. Observing the whole scene, |
thought all that activity ought to be enough to wear
a person out long before the delivery. But they kept
at it, in unbroken concentration.

When the doctor came in, he quickly took stock
of the situation, his eyes twinkling as though this
was his first experience in delivering a baby. From
across the room he said to me, “You can't see
anything from there, now, can you?” And he posi-
tioned me right behind him at his shoulder.

In a moment, | saw our grandson make his en-
trance into this world. The emotion that flooded
over me was like nothing I'd ever experienced before.
As | watched him take his first breath, open his eyes,
look around, and begin to suck his fist, the Lord
said to me, “See? A miracle, right before your eyes!”

God knows our desires and is certainly able to
satisfy them, but the amazing thing is, sometimes
He doesn’t meet them in the way we expect. As |
welled up with gratitude to God and to Patti and
Paul for unselfishly allowing me to share in such an
intimate experience, | knew that, even if | never see
a blind man healed, my desire to see a miracle
“right before my eyes” has been fulfilled.[)

Jean Loulse Adams is @ New Wine reader who resides in Mobile, Alabama with her husband, Michael, a pastor in

Gull Coast Covenant Church,







Prayer:
the Training
Ground for Our
Future

an interview with noted author,
Paul Billheimer

There are some perspectives that come only with
long life and experience. Paul E. Billheimer has
ministered for Christ for more than sixty years. His
writings, including the bestseller, Destined for the
Throne, have provided the Church with a unique vi-
sion of its purpose. In this interview he speaks of
our priestly ministry and its bearing upon the unity
of the body of Christ.

New Wine: What do you believe is our most im-
portant responsibility as Christians?

Paul Billheimer: | consider that praying is the
most important thing anybody can do for God.

NEW WINE

Since He has called Christians to be a “royal priest-
hood,” prayer is our highest function. The priest is
the highest ranking individual in the hierarchy of
the universe except God, because the priest repre-
sents the human race to God, and the way that he
does this is through prayer.

I see prayer as God’s way of giving the Church
“on-the-job training,” in overcoming, and in
preparation for worship in the ages to come. I con-
sider prayer as an apprenticeship for eternal
sovereignty.

NW: In exercising our priestly ministry through
15

Photos: Faith
Blatchford.



prayer, what areas of concern should we give
the highest priority?

PB: | take the position that the one thing that is
preventing the Lord's return is the brokenness of
His body, the Church. Unity in the body of Christ is
one area of intercession and prayer where | would
counsel Christians to focus their energy. The rea-
son for this is that the divided nature of the Body is
the result of satanic operation and demonic spiri-
tual power, The only thing that overrides it is the
prayer of God's people. Ezekiel 22 tells us that God
is looking for “a man to stand in the gap” (v. 30),
not an angel, for angels have never been given this
authority.

NW: What happens when God's people fail to
make praying for unity a priority?
PB: From my perspective, to fail to recognize,
understand, appreciate, and preserve the unity of
the body of Christ on earth is the equivalent of re-
opening the wounds of the Savior on the cross.
When [ first realized this personally, it broke me.
In 1 Corinthians 11, Paul says that anyone who
shares in the Lord's Supper without recognizing or
discerning the Lord’s body, drinks judgment upon
himself. | believe that Paul is not talking about the

Lord’s own personal body, but the corporate Body.
He is saying to the Corinthian church that they
have failed to recognize that unity is absolutely
essential to the corporate body of Christ. Just as the
wounding of Christ's fleshly body on the cross
brought Him pain, so does the wounding of His cor-
porate body. Eating the bread and drinking the
wine while perpetuating broken fellowship and not
seeking first to bring healing and to restore unity in
the Body will bring judgment upon the worshiper.
This can result in sickness and sometimes even
death, according to Paul.

NW: What are some practical steps we can take
toward bringing healing to Christ’s body?

PB: The first might be the recognition and
acknowledgement of the enormity and heinousness
of our sin of disunity. The next step is sincere
repentance:

If my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face
and turn from their wicked ways, then will | hear
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will
heal their land (2 Chr. 7:14 NIV).

As | see it, the “wicked ways” from which God's
people must repent do not consist primarily of im-
purity, vice, crime, or physical violence. Rather,
they are our unloving attitudes toward one another,
revealed by our critical judgment and broken
fellowship. Those are the “wicked ways” which re-
quire repentance. More than anything else, this
disunity is preventing real revival and the Lord’s
return.




The priestly function to which
each of us is called involves both
representing the Father’s heart
by interceding for Christ’s
corporate body, and mediating—
doing all that we can, beginning
with repentance, to bring about
healing and reconciliation.

NW: So, as we function in the
priestly ministry of prayer, are
we also being trained by God
to rule with Him?

PB: Yes, we are. | sense that God
ordained the plan of prayer en-
tirely for man’s sake. As soon as
a man is born again he enters ap-
prenticeship for rulership in the
ages to come.

In the past, many have thought
that prayer influences God. I feel
this is a mistake. Man does not
influence God. God alone is sov-
ereign. He initiates all prayer that
is according to His will because
prayer is “‘on-the-job training” for
us to be future rulers.

According to His divine wis-
dom, God decides on a course of
action in the world, which He has
created and governs, and then
seeks for a man upon whose
heart He can lay a burden. If that
doesn’t sum up the priestly
function—carrying God’s burden—
then 1 don't know what does.

God never answers a prayer
which He has inspired until He
finds a man to verbalize it, at least
in his spirit. This is what I call
exercising priesthood. Our words,
our strong desires, our anxieties,
and tears have no influence, no
intrinsic power over Satan, But be-
cause our prayer is “on-the-job
training,” our words release God's
Spirit into  action—galvanizing
heaven into operation. This is why
God does nothing except by
prayer. It is my view, therefore,
that each one of us as priests
needs to make prayer his primary
business.! |

NEW WINE

Did
You
Know?

Did you know New Wine is looking for stories
for “Homespun?” For the past year, one of our most
popular features has been “Homespun,” which pre-
sents everyday experiences that are both entertaining
and inspirational (see page 13 of this issue).

Thus far, many of the articles for “"Homespun” have
been provided by reqular writers of New Wine. These
writers have shared accounts of everyday evenls made
special by the presence of God. The insights contained
in their stories have been very real, down-to-earth, and
sometimes even humorous.

But God speaks to all of us through incidents at
home, on the job, with our children, or wherever we
may find ourselves. We believe you have probably had
many experiences like the ones featured in “Home-
spun,”” and we would enjoy your sharing them with
us.

If you would like to send us the story of an incident
from your life for “Homespun,” we’d like to see it. We
can’t quarantee its publication, but it’s quite possible
that what you have to share is just what we’re looking
for. Please limit your manuscript to one to two double-
spaced typewritten pages, and send it to: “Homespun,”
P.O. Box Z Mobile, AL 36616. We're waiting to hear
from you, and we thought you'd like to know.
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g
e S"| ral years ago the National Geographic Society, having made

aps of everything on earth, turned its instruments to the
heavens. Night after night for seven years the National Geographic
. scientists took pictures of the heavens with a Schmidt telescope,
which is sensitive enough to catch the gleam of a candle ten thousand
miles away and has a wide enough angle to catch a stretch of sky as
large as the “Big Dipper.” They took photographs of nine hundred
sections of the sky. After seven years of piecing photographic
fragments together, the society came up with a giant map, one which
vastly widened the frontiers of our knowledge about the depths of
space and this amazing universe that God has created.

The universe is vast. Too vast, in fact, for the human eye to see all
at once. We have to look at it in sections, We have to study it in parts,
bit by bit, and then try to put the pieces together.

We Know in Part i

Man's senses are too limited to provide an exhaustive knowledge
of anything. Every eye must see a little part, every scholar must
choose some small section for his concentrated study. There is no
single object in the earth, whether big or small, about which any man

19
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\H.G. Wells,
The Soul of a
Bishop (New
York:
Macmillian,
1917).

can claim complete knowledge—
either of its nature or of its rela-
tionship to the rest of nature. “We
know in part. We prophesy in
part. We see through a glass dark-
ly” (1 Cor. 13:9, 12). And if this is
true of us with creation, how
much more is it true of us with the
Creator?

In Exodus chapter 33 Moses
asked to see God's glory. Appar-
ently he wanted to see God in all
of his majesty and completeness.
He wanted some visible manifesta-
tion of what had up to then only
come to him as a voice. The
answer came to Moses as it always
must come when earth asks for
heaven, or when man wants to
know more than any man can
know: “I will make all my
goodness to pass before you, but
you cannot see my face. For man
cannot see me and live. 1 will put
you in the cleft of the rock, 1 will
cover you with my hand. 1 will
make my glory to pass before you
and you will see my back” (v.
19-23).

Majesty of the Mystery

That passage of scripture
speaks to us of the mystery of God.
First and foremost, we need to
see the majesty of the mystery.
Surely it should not surprise
anyone to be told, as Moses was
told, that no man could see God
in all of His completeness. How
can we know all of God when we
don’t know all of anything else?
How can we, with our limited, fi-
nite minds, hope to fully compre-
hend the infinite God? Because
He is God and we are only men,
we can never know all of God this
side of glory.

H.G. Wells, in his book The

George Kouri received his education from Ok-
lahoma Baptist University and Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary. He is the
presiding pastor of South Coast Christian
Fellowship in San Diego, California, where he
resides with his wife, Sandra, and their five

children.
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REMEMBER:

FRIDAY, AUGUST 5, IS A NATIONAL
DAY OF PRAYER AND FASTING.

Soul of a Bishop, describes a
conversation between a bishop
and an angel, in which the
bishop, hoping for exclusive
revelation, assures the angel
“You can tell me the truth!” The
angel replies by cupping his hand
over the bishop's bald head, and
holding it firmly, saying: “But
could this hold it? Not this little
box of brains. You haven't things
to hold it with inside this.”* Our
little box of brains is not able to
completely hold the truth of God.

Don't you think God must
smile at the glibness of little men
who seem to think that the hu-
man mind is ultimate—that only
what we can understand is real?
Because men can't understand
His movement and activity in
history, they think that God is not
real. Because men can't under-
stand or explain the incarnation,
or the atonement of our Lord
Jesus Christ on the cross, or the
resurrection of Christ, or the out-
pouring of His Spirit, they don't
think these things are real.

It's like the little man, stand-
ing with a telescope in his hands,
saying, “I have scanned the heav-
ens and 1 find no God there.” A
god who could be found in a
piece of glass could not be God.
Why bother with a god who's no
bigger than our grasp?

We Hear But a Whisper

What we know of God is only a
whisper; “We know in part.”
Many men speak glibly of the
glories of human knowledge, but
wise men know that what we hear
is but a whisper. Isaac Newton, a
brilliant scientist famous for
discovering many of the laws of
nature, including gravity, once
said, “I am just a little child pick-

ing up pebbles on the seashore,
surrounded by a vast sea of the
unknown.” Even what science
can reveal is but a whisper.

We're living in a day in which
mankind worships at the shrine
of scientific technology. But it’s a
great mistake to think that sci-
ence has all the answers. In fact
the opposite is true; the more we
know, the farther back we push
the frontiers of the unknown.
Every blade of grass is an un-
solved mystery of God. Every
atom is an ocean into which, if
you take three steps, you are lost.

For every question the scien-
tist has answered, he has raised a
dozen more. As he probes into
space farther than mankind has
ever gone before, to the far, dim
edge of creation, he walks in the
borderland between the seen and
the unseen. Out there, where
light grows old on its journey
from star to star, he is finding a
strange footprint on the shores of
the unknown. He encounters the
One who inhabits eternity; he dis-
covers the majesty of the mystery
of God.

The Mercy of the Mystery

As we discover more of the
mystery of God, we also need to
see the mercy of that mystery.
God said to Moses, “For man
shall not see Me and live."” The
cleft of the rock reminds us that
we are frail creatures living on a
small, out of the way planet, en-
veloped in a delicate atmosphere.
We can't stand too much heat, or
too much cold—if the body tem-
perature goes up or down ten
degrees, the light of life is snuffed
out. Our frail senses must be pro-
tected.

continued on page 23.
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Tips for Fathers

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of Heaven
belongs to such as these” (Mt, 19:14 NIV),

Owur children have a personal invitation to fellowship with God! Therefore, teaching them the
importance of prayer is one of our chief responsibilities as fathers. Here are some suggestions to en
courage the praver life of our children:

I. Revere the nature of God. In our posture and praise we prepare our hearts to receive what the
Father would say to us, We should take note of our children’s posture in prayer. Does it show
reverence and love for the Lord, or a lack of concentration on what they are doing?

2. Rehearse the promises of God with confidence. Our Bibles are the unchanging Word of God

to us, We should teach our children early to pray, “Lord, it says in your Word

3. Remember the deeds of God with thanksgiving, When we pray, we can recount the ways the
Lord has blessed us as a family. God loves to bless a thankful people.

As heirs to God's kingdom, our children can learn at an early age the joy and security that is theirs
when they share their hearts with the Father in Heaven.

\gency, Atlanta

Tty for Fathers™ are pron ided by ¥ uwthergram. If you would like to be added to their mailing list, write; Fathergram, P.O (A
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WORD

I believe in the Holy Spirit, whose
believer produces the fruit of righteous behavior.

Instruction in the fundamentals of the faith is an important part of our Christian heritage. “The Word" feature over the course of the
year will provide a systematic, seasonal study of basic teachings about the creation and fall of man, the person and work of Christ, and
the nature and destiny of the Church. In this trimester, we are studying the nature of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit’s work in godly men and
women, and the work of the Spirit in the believer’s life. We encourage our readers to use this feature daily, both for personal scripture
study and family reading.

presence in the life of each
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A monthly Bible Study by Bruce Longstreth



continued from page 20.

So when people ask, as they
often do, “Why doesn’'t God come
with clearer light? Why doesn’t He
remove the veil of mystery and
write His revelation so clearly
across the world that no man
could possibly disbelieve?” we
have to answer their questions
with another: Can human beings
bear the full light of the living
God?

He has mercifully clothed
Himself in mystery to protect us
from the light of His full glory. So
when man’s heart yearned for
God, and God revealed Himself
to men, He laid aside His glory,
the Scriptures say. He emptied
Himself, Paul said in Philippians,
and in the incarnation took on
human flesh. He became a man
among men that He might speak
to the race of Adam and reveal
His grace and His glory. In the
incarnation we see the glory of
God hidden in the mercy of the
mystery.

The Magnetism of Mystery

In God's mystery there is also
a magnetism which draws men to
Him. Moses said to God, “Show
me thy glory.” Moses was drawn
by the mystery of God. The

charm and adventure of life is in
its mystery. Dr. Albert Einstein
once made the comment that the
most beautiful thing we can ex-
perience is the mysterious—the
sense of wonder in the presence
of something partly known and
partly hidden. The man to whom
this emotion is a stranger, who
can no longer be filled with awe
and wonder, might as well be
dead. God draws us by His mys-
tery. It's by the magnetism of the
mystery of His grace that lost
men are drawn to God. The
greatest mystery of all is that God
can love sinners like us, Who can
understand that? Who can ex-
plain it? And who can resist its at-
traction and its lure? We are
drawn by the magnetism of the
mystery.

Maintaining the Mystery

As Christians, it is vital that we
not lose our sense of wonder and
appreciation of the mysteries of
God. We must be aware, how-
ever, that there are two dan-
gerous tendencies that we must
avoid, The first is the tendency to
become overly familiar with God.
Because we experience His pres-
ence so freely, and regularly wit-
ness demonstrations of the
supernatural, or the miraculous

NEW WINE

gifts of the Spirit, we tend to take
them and Him for granted. Over-
familiarity is a great danger, for
when we think we know all about
Him, we've actually lost Him.

The other problem we face in
our day is the tendency toward
secularization in our society and
our culture. You and I are living
in the era that philosophers and
historians call the “post-Christian
era.” Supposedly we have come
into the age of reason. We're liv-
ing in an age when the Scriptures
have been “de-mythologized”—
when the record of God’s mirac-
ulous acts throughout history has
been rationalized and explained
away. The general attitude of the
society around us has, through
secularization, become biased
against the supernatural things of
God and anything mysterious or
spiritual. This, too, is a very dan-
gerous tendency we must avoid.

In resisting these tendencies,
our resolve must be to never be-
come complacent in our experi-
ence and our knowledge of God.
We must never become secular-
ized, letting the world press us in-
to its mold. We must also resist
the temptation to become overly
familiar with God. We cannot re-
duce God to a formula. He is not
a system or a method that we can
figure out once and for all.

There are many things about
God that we don't know—many
things that God yet wants to
reveal to us. We don’t have all
the answers—and we must resist
the pressure that makes us think
we have to have them all. We
can't explain it all, because we're
dealing with the mystery of God
Himself.

There is much of the mystery
we have yet to discover. There is
always room for growth. We al-
ways can know God better. We
must continually struggle to
know God experientially. We
must press on to enter into His
kingdom, seeking to know more
and more of the mystery of
God.oo

23



The Lord Will
Provide—Even

pare Parts

by Don Basham

“What a fix! Car broken down,
miles from the nearest town, and
only four dollars between us. . .."

24

M y first regular student pas-
torate was in Burkburmett,
Texas, which was a weary 210
miles from school. Another stu-
dent preaching in a nearby town
rode with me. Leaving for Burk-
burnett after Friday classes were
over, | would drop Charles off at
Lawton, Oklahoma, and pick him
up on the return trip Sunday night.

Looking back, | marvel at the
divine protection extended to the
140 young ministers like ourselves
who drove thousands of miles in all
kinds of weather at all hours of the
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day and night to render our Chris-
tian service. Guardian angels,
whom the Lord must surely have
appointed to keep watch over the
traveling flock of preachers,
worked overtime, for I do not
recall a single student minister
being involved in a serious
automobile accident during my
years on campus.

Struggling to Stay Awake

Our Friday afternoon trips to
the church were usually pleasant
and uneventful, but that return

NEW WINE

trip Sunday night was something
else. After a long weekend, which
included pastoral visitation, teach-
ing Sunday School, and preaching
both moming and evening ser-
vices, we would crawl into the car
and head back for Enid, bone-tired
even before the trip began. Fight-
ing weariness and staving off the
treacherous fingers of sleep, which
constantly tugged at our eyelids,
we would arrive back in Enid in
the infant hours of the morning to
snatch a few hours’ sleep before
meeting a 9:00 a.m. class.

Charles and I resorted to all
kinds of measures in our battle to
stay awake. We would rehash our
sermons, sing hymns, stop for cof-
fee and cokes, slap one another on
the back, lean out the window and
shout at the wind, and then start
the whole cycle over again. When
nothing worked, we would finally
give in, pull off the road and
sleep, but this meant arriving in
Enid stiff-necked and late for
class.

The most treacherous thing
about those midnight rides, we dis-
covered, was the danger of going
to sleep with your eyes open.
Many a time I sat up with a start
after dozing open-eyed for sever-
al seconds while the car drifted
until two wheels were off the
pavement. We found ourselves
praying there would be oncoming
traffic to break the hypnotic ef-
fect of miles of straight, empty
highway., There were times when
we slowed down or swerved to
miss obstacles which weren't
really there.

Waiting for the Train

One Monday a student came
to class claiming he had actually
seen three camels crossing the
highway the night before. We
couldn’t resist asking him if they
had been carrying the three wise
men. Two other young ministers
were returning across the empty
miles of Oklahoma's western
plains late one Sunday night, tak-
ing turns at the wheel. All at once

the student asleep in back awoke,
realizing the car had stopped. He
sat up and looked around only to
discover they were miles from
anywhere. No town, no traffic, no
highway intersection, no stop
light, nothing. His partner was
sitting behind the wheel staring
down the empty highway. The
engine was idling.

“Why ‘dja stop?” came the sleepy
question. Still staring straight
ahead, the driver replied slowly,
“I'm waiting for the train to
pass.” Wide-awake and goggle-
eyed, the other student heaved
himself into the front seat. “Move
over and let me drive! You need
sleep!”

Friday Afternoon Miracle

Like most student ministers,
we lived on next-to-nothing plus
a little faith. Each weekend saw
Charles and me with just enough
cash to get by until we received
our pay from our churches on
Sunday night. Our combined fi-
nancial resources on one partic-
ular Friday afternoon totaled
slightly over four dollars. I re-
member it well, for there hadn’t
been many Friday afternoons when
I witnessed a miracle.

Charles and I often engaged in
vigorous theological discussions
while traveling together. A bril-
liant and dedicated student,
Charles tended to view with toler-
ant skepticism my more simple
approach to the Christian faith
and my firm belief in the power of
prayer and the gifts of the Holy
Spirit. In spite of our differences,
however, we were good friends.

Reprinted from
Face up With a
Miracle by Don
Basham.
Copyright
©1967 by Voice
Christian
Publications,
Inc.
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Don Basham holds B.A. and B.D.

degrees from

Phillips University and its graduate seminary in
Enid, Oklahoma, and is an ordained minister of
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Don is
Chief Editorial Consultant for New Wine Mag-
azine and the author of several books, including
Face Up With A Miracle and Deliver Us From
Evil. Don resides in Mobile, Alabama, with his

wife, Alice, and their family.
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Our route led down U.S. High-
way 81—at that time a major traf-
fic artery between Wichita,
Kansas, and Dallas, Texas, About
two hours out of Enid the old en-
gine of the 1948 Chevrolet | was
driving suddenly quit without so
much as a gasp. We rolled to the
side of the highway and stopped.
A brief look under the hood
showed something drastically
wrong with the distributor; it was
cocked at a crazy angle and the
cap had been knocked loose.
There we stood, two dejected,
nearly broke, would-be ministers
of the gospel, miles from the near-
est town, gloomily reciting to each
other various plans of action, any
one of which would cost money—
lots of money!

I could catch a ride to the
nearest town and wire a relative
for funds to hire a tow truck to
come and pick up the car. But
even thinking of the cost of such
a maneuver made me wince. Or,
we could leave the car and hitch-
hike to our churches. 1 could
plead my case before the church
treasurer and ask for an advance
on my salary, then return for the
car., But again | shuddered to
contemplate the cost, and who

the lighterside

by Mark Pig

knew what vandalism the car
might suffer left untended beside
the busy highway.

A Fine Fix

I leaned against the fender
and gazed morosely at the steady
stream of traffic flowing past.
Almost without realizing it, |
found myself pouring out our pre-
dicament in silent prayer to God.
Knowing how Charles felt, |
didn’t have the nerve to ask him
to pray with me. “We're in a fine
fix, Lord,” I prayed. “If there was
ever a time we could use a little
help from You, it's now!” I re-
called old Jehoshaphat's lament
to the Lord, “We do not know
what to do, but our eyes are upon
Thee” (2 Chr. 20:12).

That was us, all right. Help-
less! As the sun set and it began
to grow dark my concemn increased.
Alice had stayed at the parsonage
during the week and would soon
be expecting me. | sighed and
kicked one of the tires with my
toe. “Darned old wreck!” There's
nothing more useless than an
automobile you know won't run.

A half hour of helpless waiting
had passed when a car pulled out
of the line of traffic and stopped.

——

o _

WELL MR.TURNER, IF THERE'S
A CAR-HEAEN", THEN YOURE
DRIVIN’ THE NEXT CANDIDATE

R\ FOR “GLORY.

It was a young couple with a baby
between them on the front seat.
The driver poked his head out of
the window.

“Got troubles?”

“Our distributor’s haywire,” |
remarked glumly.

“Mind if I take a look?”

“Don’t think it'll do any good.
We need a new distributor.”

“Let me take a look anyway.
You got a flashlight or any
tools?”

“NO‘H

“Well, never mind. I got a
trunk full of tools and we'll use
my flashlight.” Then, as 1 held
the light, with a few deft turns of
a wrench he removed the distrib-
utor. It was easy to see he was an
automobile mechanic. Hefting
the troublesome part in his hand
he confirmed our suspicion.

“You're right. It's shot. Shaft’s
froze up solid. You'll need another
distributor.”

I thanked him for his trouble
and suggested the best thing
might be for us to catch a ride
with him to the next town and
send back for the car. | hated to
admit our precarious financial
status.

“Maybe you could swap this
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distributor for another one and
save a little money,” he ventured,
ignoring my suggestion. With a
shrug I then admitted our predic-
ament. “We only have about four
dollars between us. That won't
buy much of a distributor.”

Still toying with the part in his
hands he said, “Maybe | can get
you another distributor for free.”

“For free?” we chorused. A
slight shiver tingled up my spine
and some inner witness signaled
the Holy Spirit was at work. |
waited expectantly to see what
would happen next.

“Hop in the car,” the mechanic
said. “We just need to go down the
road a ways to get it.” Without
another word, we crawled in the
back seat of his car. | was sur-
prised when he turned the car
around and headed down the
highway in the opposite direc-
tion, After a few miles we turned
onto a dirt road and soon pulled
up next to a farm house.

“Didn’t Change 'Em a Bit!”

“My in-laws live here,” our
henefactor explained, and turning
to his wife he said, “Honey, take
the baby on into the house and
send your brother out here to
help me.” As his wife entered the
house he swung the car around.
The headlights probed through
the farmyard past various pieces
of worn-out machinery to reveal
the rusting remains of an old 1942
Chevrolet, minus wheels and one
door. We followed him over to the
metal ruin and watched as he
shone the flashlight on the re-
mains of the engine. With a grunt
of satisfaction he bent over and
quickly removed the distributor,
then holding it up to the light,
compared it with the one taken
from our car.

“l thought so. They didn’t
change 'em a bit. This old 42's
the same as your '48.” He hand-
ed the distributor to his young
brother-inlaw. “Here, Jimmy, put
a little gasoline in a bucket and
wash this thing off.”
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Minutes later we were back in
his car returning to the highway.
“Sorry to put you to all this trou-
ble,” I began to apologize.

“S'all right,” he replied. “You
see, | work in a garage over in
Oklahoma City and the wife and
me, we were just on the way to
her folks' house for the weekend.
I saw you standing by your car
and wanted to stop, but my wife,
she says, ‘Oh, let's don't! You
don’t know what kind of men
they are.” She thought you might
be crooks or something. So we
drove on. But somehow it kept
nagging at me that we shoulda
stopped. Finally, as we turned off
to go to her pa’s place, | said,
‘Honey, 1 think we shoulda
helped those men.” Well, you
coulda knocked me over with a
feather when she says, ‘All right.
If you feel that way about it, then
turn around and go back.” So 1
did.”

We arrived back at our car
and in a few minutes he installed
the distributor, adjusted the tim-
ing, and gave me the nod. “Try
her now.” | stepped on the
starter and the old car roared in-
to life. Resisting our efforts to
give him our last four dollars, he
said, “Nossir! Can't take money
for helping out folks who need it.
If things'd been reversed you'da
done the same for me.” Then he
was gone.

Long Arm of Coincidence?
I sat gratefully behind the

wheel for a moment until Charles
spoke impatiently. “Let’s get go-
ing. What are you waiting for?”

“l was just thanking God for
getting us out of that mess.”

Charles laughed. “Oh, come
on now, how can you be sure it
was God? Me, I'm just thankful
the world has a few good men left
in it, like that one.”

“You mean you don’t think it
was the Lord's doing?”

Charles remained dubious, so
I recounted the amazing list of
things that had happened. Of the
hundreds of cars which passed
us on the highway, only one
stopped, and that one carried a
mechanic who not only had the
knowledge, but the flashlight, the
tools, the willingness to help,
plus a father-in-law with a farm-
yard only a few miles away where
the rusty carcass of a twelve-year-
old car contained the very part
we needed.

“It could have been just the
long arm of coincidence,” Charles
insisted doubtfully. The list had
shaken him a bit.

“Maybe so,” I said. “But tell
me this one last thing. After they
had already passed us by and had
traveled three miles down the
road, Who made the wife change
her mind and tell her husband to
turn around and come back to
help us?”

Charles grinned sheepishly and
said nothing. But he knew well
enough Who.

And so did 1.0

Just Around the Corner
How to Keep in Touch
With God

What do you say to a God who knows everything?
What do we do when we find ourselves grumbling against God?
And what does He do when He hears it?

“How did the New Wine Events go?”’—a special report.

All Next Month in the September New Wine.
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Teaching Our
Children to Lean

As a boy of eight I woke one
Christmas morning to find
I had been given a fine wooden
boat to sail. My cousin, whose
family was sharing our family's
holiday, was given a miniature
yacht similar to mine. It was Sun-
day, and with the family prepar-
ing to attend church services,
there was little time to sail the
boats even though the beach was
only a hundred yards away.

“All right, but just for twenty
minutes,” our parents responded
to our pleas. The two of us were
off, dressed and ready for church,
to sail our boats at the water's
edge.

How it happened—we couldn’t
explain. All we knew was that
suddenly the boats had drifted
out of reach as they bobbed up
and down on the waves. Because
we were dressed for church, we
were reluctant to go in the water
after them. The longer we stood
in indecision, the further the
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on God

by Howard Carter
Do our kids have their own

boats drifted into deep water, and
soon the very depth of the water
where they had drifted finalized
the decision for us.

We sat, brokenhearted, through
the morning services, When we
arrived home my mother said, “If
you have lost your boats, why
don’t you pray and ask Jesus to
bring them back to you.” In
simplicity, we did so. I don't
know whether Mother realized
what she had committed the Lord
to do, but we prayed as she had
suggested.

Halfway through lunch that
noon, there was a knock on the
door. A man in a swimsuit stood
at the door holding two boats in
his hands—a little wooden launch
and a small yacht.

This man had been recovering
for some weeks from a major op-
eration, and that morning had
stood at his beachfront window
contemplating a brief swim. He
caught sight of two boats and felt
a strong prompting to swim out
to them. He had spent the rest of

relationship with God?

the morning looking for a house
with disappointed children, and
here we were, and here were our
two boats!

The impact on an eight-year-
old boy was never lost: God really
does answer prayer!

It has long been my desire for
my family to walk in the same un-
derstanding of the reality of God.
A regular Bible time with the fami-
ly doesn't guarantee an under-
standing of the relevancy of God.
God is real when He's involved in
everyday life and when His Word
becomes the guide for us.

I asked my children to de-
scribe how God has been real to
them in the context of our home.
Here are some of their testi-
monies:

Photo: H. Arm-
strong Koberts,
Philadelphia,
PA.

Howard Carter graduated from the Bible Col-
lege of New Zealand, the New Zealand Baptist
Theological College, and the Melbourne Col-
lege of Divinity. He is the Director of the Logos
Foundation and the Editor of Restore Maga-
zine. He resides in Vancouver, Canada, with

his wife, Jean, and their family.
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Morrison Carter,

Morrison, 21: My first memory
of the reality of God is of a Family
Camp when | was five years old.
My parents had spoken to me of
my need to give my life to Christ
and I recall being left on my own,
sitting on my bed, and looking
out a rain-splattered window. |
had been told that if 1 prayed,
“it"" would happen. I prayed and
“it” did!

| grew up in an atmosphere
that constantly involved God. |
remember telling the teacher at
school after arriving in Australia
from New Zealand that the rea-
son we came to Australia was that
God told us to. | wondered, at the
time, why she didn’t seem to un-
derstand.

As | grew older, my parents
began to steer me from my nat-
ural independent tendencies
toward a dependence on God.
They taught me to rely on God as
a constant source of guidance
who “checked” decisions; an ab-
solute to whom | could always
turn, not having to rely on those
around me and thus often be in a
state of indecision,

I remember one particular de-
cision—a choice between remain-
ing in elementary school another
year (I was a year ahead in my
studies) or going on to high
school, where everyone in my
grade would be a year older than
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me and somewhat bigger. Dad
and Mum turned me towards
God, assuring me that it was time
for me to start learning how to
make decisions. There 1 was,
eleven years old, making a deci-
sion that would affect the course
of my life.

The “pros” and “cons” seemed
infinite. But as | sought God, |
found what 1 felt was a scripture
from Him and, after talking to
Dad and Mum, went on to high
school. Although | experienced
some of the expected disadvan-
tages, the negative effects were
nullified in the long run. And the
scripture God gave me became
the key to this happening. In fact,
the good results, which we could
hardly have imagined, are even
now still being discovered.

Looking back, that seemingly
huge decision, one which would
have been relatively minor for my
parents to make, settled some-
thing in me. God used the pres-
sure of the decision, not only to
direct me in the best way, but
also to provide a valuable experi-
ence for me. As a result of this
key time, | have since seen God'’s
guidance and experienced the
peace that comes from being in
God's will in decisions ranging
from choosing part-time jobs,
university courses, and personal
relationships to the proper use of
my finances.

There is much for me to learn
yet about finding God's will, but
an early start and early experi-
ences have given me a base-to
determine the ever-growing deci-
sions that face me as I grow
older. As I look back at what
seemed a huge decision at age
eleven—tiny compared with deci-
sions facing me now, ten years
later—I wonder what it would be
like for me if I hadn’t learned to
turn to God.

Amanda, 16: The earliest memo-
ry | have of God answering my
prayer was when | was about
three-and-a-half years old. I had
been playing with my mother’s

expensive bracelet on the porch
outside, and somehow I lost it. |
can remember Mum and | search-
ing for it. Then Mum told me to
ask Jesus where it was. So, |
listened to God, and He told me
it had fallen between the slats of
the porch. I said to Mum, “I know
where it is!" and raced to look
under the porch. Sure enough,
there it was!

More recently, when | was thir-
teen, | had an operation on my
face called a ‘“cross-face nerve
transplant.” 1 had never had sur-
gery of any kind before, so natu-
rally 1 was scared. After | was
admitted to the hospital, Mum
went to get something from the
store, and | started reading my
Bible. The Lord gave me the
scripture, “Perfect love casts out
fear” (1 Jn. 4:18). From that time
on, | wasn’'t even nervous about
the surgery. Since then I have
had two more operations which
related to the first one, and each
time God has given me the same
scripture to rely upon. 1 have
found that His Word works.
Vicki, 14: In 1975 our family trav-
eled to New Zealand. We stayed in
Christchurch and were going to
g0 to the Southern Alps. But Dad
and Mum had just come back
from a ministry trip in the States
and were very tired. We kids had
been looking forward very much
to going and seeing the snow in
the Alps, but we knew Mum and
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Dad were exhausted so we said,
“Let’s just stay here.” The next
morning we woke up, and outside
all over the ground, there was
snow. God knew how much we
wanted to see the snow and He
knew how tired Dad and Mum
were. So He brought the snow to
us!

We've been living in Canada

now for two and a half years. ['ve
seen God change a lot of things.
All the time I've been in Canada
I've been telling myself that it's
just temporary and that soon we
would go back to Australia. But
one Saturday Dad talked to the
family about being willing to stay
in Canada, which meant to give
up wanting to go back to Austra-
lia, I found this very hard, but by
being willing to give up what |
wanted, God is making me happy
to do what He wants,
Craig, 19: God became real to
me when | was about five. | had
some money—only a few cents—
but it was all | had, and for some
reason | felt | should put it in the
offering at church. So I did, not
knowing why, and soon after, a
visitor came to our house and left
two new housecoats as a gift for
me—just “out of the blue,” As my
parents reminded this five-year-
old that “him that honoureth Me,
will I honour,” I knew God was
real.,

I've had a continual testing in
an area | really enjoy—Rugby-
football, At times Dad had spo-
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ken to me about keeping Sunday

for God, yet several times
through my life I have had oppor-
tunities to play on a number of
teams. But because the tryouts or
practices are on Sundays | have
passed them over each time be-
cause | knew it wasn’t right for
me. At the time, it seemed hard
to pass up these opportunities.
And yet, | know God has blessed
me in it by blessing me in the
regular football which I play now.

Another experience of the real-
ity of God occurred when 1 was
about fourteen. My Boy Scout
troop had planned a Sunday trip to
the local Airforce base and I wasn't
sure whether | should go or not. |
went home and asked Mum and
Dad. They said they wouldn't tell
me what to do, but that I should
find out what God wanted me to
do. They did, however, give me
the money to pay for the trip if |
decided to go. So I prayed briefly
about it and went to Scouts the
next day. As the fellows were pay-
ing their money, | knew |
shouldn't go. So I didn't, and on
the way home that night 1 felt
really happy and totally at rest
about the whole thing because |
had obeyed the Spirit. Mum and
Dad were helping me to find
guidance myself from the Spirit,
instead of always relying on
them.

Now, in our devotional times
together as a family, which are re-
laxed and informal, God has

spoken to me from scriptures
that have been applicable to situ-
ations I've been facing, My Dad
and Mum have provided a secure
place in which to grow and to
learn to discover God and His
goodness, and | have seen and
appreciated their ability to hear
God in situations they face.

A Lasting Way of Life

Moses exhorted the children
of lIsrael to teach their sons
diligently about the God whom
they served, and to talk with them
about Him “...when you sit in
your house and when you walk by
the way and when you lie down
and when you rise up” (Dt. 6:7).

He saw, not just a single gen-
eration, but many generations
serving and declaring the reality
of the living God. Consequently,
the Israelites have transmitted a
culture that has lasted for more
than two thousand years without,
until recently, an external gov-
ernment.

Our ministry in the home to-
day should involve us in teaching
our way of life to our children
with a view toward enabling them
to do the same for their children.
What | first learned at the hands
of my parents, I need to pass on
to my children. If we are faithful
to transmit the reality of God to
our children, and they to their
children, we will produce a way of
life that will last.c
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Hitting home

Because of a good friend, |
have had the pleasure of becom-
ing acquainted with your fine
magazine,

From our very first issue, deal-
ing with the use and priority of
time (January '83), to the latest,
regarding truth and integrity, the
themes seem always to “hit
home” with me. Your magazine
obviously helps its readers to
mature as Christians; more than
that, it either answers questions
or helps us recall answers to
those questions that are of ut-
most importance in our lives (i.e.,
“Is Prayer a Burden?”), Thanks
to your writers for such a quality
not often found.

Irene Ross
Casper, WY

Silence
One thing that 1 have ap-

preciated about the New Wine
Magazine is that it is both prac-
tical and thoroughly based upon
the Scriptures at the same time.
Mr. Thigpen's article, “When
God is Silent,” was a particular
blessing to me and those | was
able to pass it on to. I translated
the main points into Japanese
and gave it as a message in one of
our gatherings. The response was
tremendous. Several came and
told me that it opened up a new
dimension in their walk with the
Lord.

John Caldwell

Japan
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Timing
I am amazed by the timing of
New Wine. The issues the

magazine deals with each month
are always in tune with the issues
I am tackling in my personal walk
with the Lord. This month was a
truly amazing example. God has
been dealing with my own per-
sonal integrity as a minister of
the Gospel; the need for a frank
and open honesty before Him has
become my focus. The article on
a cure for self-deception helped
immensely (even though it did a
bit of convicting!). The next arti-
cle 1 read, “Reconciled,” also
spoke to a need in my life, that of
reconciling totally the relation-
ship between my father and me.
The final frosting on the cake
came when | read “To the
Point.”

Thank you for your clarity,
frankness, and honesty. It is so
refreshing to see a magazine
feeding its readers with the
Word, not just in a dogmatic
manner, but practically. I'm very
thankful for the lessons I've
learned and put into practice in
my life. Today’s Christian reader
desires the “meaty” reading, the
articles which will help them
grow and deepen their relation-
ship with the Lord.

Neil Ruda

Western Michigan Teen
Challenge

Muskegon, MI

“I had to get a grip. . ."

My husband and | have been
receiving New Wine for about
three years now. Before that time
I had no idea that there was a
magazine presenting such key,
in-depth teaching as yours. You
began to unfold mysteries, ques-
tions, and ideas as | began read-
ing through the material month
after month. And it never ceases
to amaze me that each month
holds the answers to problems
I'm facing at the moment.

We also keep all the past is-
sues for reference sake. Boy am |

glad! In January | was really go-
ing through a rough time with my
emotions. The thought of suicide
came up daily. | knew I had to get
a grip on myself. I came across an
article in the issue for May 1980,
“Diagnosing Sin in Its Early
Stages,” and it really ministered
to me. It helped me get back on
my feet again, and I found the
desire to carry on. Then came
the March issue on Hope! Right
then 1 needed a second push in
the right direction.

I have to say thanks and sorry
it took so long for me to write.

Name withheld

Reading and doing
The Lord has used New Wine

in my life to help me come into a
deeper experience of the power
of the Holy Spirit. It has been an
encourager when | felt tired and
defeated and sitting on the side-
lines. Thank you for having ar-
ticles that not only let me be a
reader of the Word but also a
doer of the Word.

Theresa Wade

Mobile, AL

God is in control

“The Keys to Life and Death”
by Ern Baxter in your April issue
touched me.

I lost my father about a year
ago when he was only 51. I felt
the loss for myself and my family,
but especially for my daughter. |
know God wants grandparents to
have a definite input in their
grandchildren’s lives and | greatly
anticipated my father’s role in her
life. Mr. Baxter's article helped me
to put my trust in God’s sovereign-
ty over each of us.

God used this article to put
His peace in my heart again. Now
I am able to bow to His lordship
and have a heart, with no bitter-
ness, but of thankfulness to Jesus
for always being in control.

Linda Lastella
Ledyard, CT
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Staying in tune

| really look forward to your
magazine each month and feel
you are really in tune with what
God is saying to the Body today.
It is as if you have your hand on
the pulse beat of the body of
Christ today and are able to de-
termine the ills as well as the
strengths.

My husband and | especially
enjoyed the issue on rest and
knowing our priorities, We've
always felt children need their
parents' time more than church
activities do but have often felt
alone in our viewpoint. Thanks
for confirming that we are hear-
ing from God.

I believe one reason New
Wine's vision and teaching are so
good is because the leadership of
the New Wine ministry are mutu-
ally submitted one to another.
Hearing God through one another
as well as hearing that still small
voice that speaks to our spirits
helps to keep us balanced, and 1
believe that has helped New
Wine avoid missing God.

Dee Clark
White Rock, NM

Don'’t let yours run out!

For years New Wine has had
high regard in our home and
been the most stimulating publi-
cation, in our opinion, for spiri-
tual growth. How we ever let the
subscription lapse is still a ques-
tion that I ponder.

My husband and | want to en-
courage the staff to take the steps
and direction that the Lord as-
signs. Too many organizations
crumble under financial and
social pressures, and compro-
mise standards, and in the Chris-
tian case, faith, and commitment
to obedience ultimately give way
to ear-tingling, flesh-pleasing
doctrines.

We pray that New Wine en-
dures in faith, being acceptable
to the Father.

Terry & Diana Knowles
Carnation, WA
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Feasting

Every month I have had a
feast, thanks to you, and every
month | really intend to write and
tell you I appreciate you.

Well, your May issue was so
fitting, 1 just have to tell you a
special thank you!

As much as everything, per-
haps more, the Lord uses New
Wine to confirm what He has
already shown me and it really
blesses me to see in print what
has been worked in the Spirit.

| appreciate your subscription
policy and your good steward-
ship. And, the “Did You Know?"
portion is just the right personal
touch—like a note from a good
friend.

Melissa Birk
lowa Park, TX

Integrity
This is just to let you know

how much your May issue of New
Wine encouraged me. 1 first
heard of New Wine through the
church I was going to. My parents
always received it each month
and now my husband and I do.
Integrity is something which is
definitely lacking in many people’s
lives—Christians and non-Chris-
tians. Your magazine was very
timely for me and I feel the Lord
really speaking to me about in-
tegrity in all I do, think, and say.
I am really glad such a good
quality Christian magazine is
available to me and my family.
Joyce M. Kraemer
Audubon, NJ

New Wine Events
We were at the New Wine
Event in Lansing and thought the
weekend was great. The music
and acting was excellent and kept
the people in their seats. The
teaching by Bob Mumford was
direct and spoke to the issues
that are causing the decline of
our society.
Ray Miller
Mesopotamia, OH

Opening doors

1 would like to share one way
New Wine has blessed us. My
husband gave a gift of New Wine
to my uncle and it has opened a
lot of good fellowship.

We thank you for giving your-
self so we can have New Wine.
We pray for you.

M.E.
Louisville, KY

God and snowflakes

The article “Unity Is Hard
Work” and “The Sacrifice of Uni-
ty” especially caught my atten-
tion in the June issue of New
Wine.

For some reason, the mind-set
of many Americans has demand-
ed a “standardized” religion: a
uniformity of thought, action,
dress, ritual, and jargon. The on-
ly problem with this is, as Terry
Fullam says, “We're dealing with
a God who can't even make two
snowflakes alike!”

Jo Ellen Terrell
San Diego, CA

It is encouraging
I was talking with some friends
last evening about the signifi-
cance of New Wine in my life and
growth in the Lord. I thought it
might be helpful and encouraging
for you to know that your efforts
are bearing fruit. Thanks so
much for the sensitivity you exer-
cise for the content of each
magazine. It shows!
Phil Holland
Wheaton, IL

Thank you for your let-
ters. We always appreciate
your comments and sugges-
tions, and we are glad to
hear what God is doing in
your lives.
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A Kingdom

of Priests

To the Point

by Don Basham

Don Basham is the Chief Editorial
Consultant for New Wine Magazine,

NEW WINE

hen God established the

nation of Israel the whole
tribe of Levi was set apart for
priestly service. Aaron and his
sons were ordained as priests and
the rest of the tribe appointed to
assist them in performing the myr-
iad of responsibilities connected
with “doing the work of the sanctu-
ary” (see Num, 3:1-11).

But as unique and significant
as these specific religious duties
of the tribe of Levi were, they
were only indications of God'’s
purpose for all of His chosen peo-
ple. In Exodus 19 we find God
reminding the whole nation of
Israel that they were His by cove-
nant choice, and that they were
to be for Him “a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation” (Ex.
19:6 NIV). Not just the tribe of
Levi, then, but the whole nation
of Israel had a priestly destiny.

Hundreds of years later Peter
challenged all Christians with a
strong reminder that we have the
same priestly destiny.

You also, like living stones,
are being built into a spiritual
house to be a holy priesthood,
offering spiritual sacrifices ac-
ceptable to God through Jesus
Christ (1 Pet. 2:5).

But you are a chosen peo-
ple, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people belonging to
God, that you may declare the
praises of Him who called you
out of darkness into His won-

derful light (1 Pet. 2:9).

A kingdom of priests? The
Church a holy priesthood with
every man a priest before God?

Yes, that's the high and holy
destiny promised us by God and
made possible for us through the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
But I suspect the average lay
Christian (who does not serve as
a professional pastor or priest)
seldom considers his or her
Christian life as having priestly
significance. People rightly
assume that a priest is someone
special by virture of his calling by
God to live a holy life and to per-
form holy functions. That calling
makes him unique or special.
Special—not because he is better
than other men—but special be-
cause he is chosen,

A major function of the priest-
hood in the Old Testament was
to offer sacrifices on the altar in
an act of worship. Significantly,
there are numerous accounts in
Scripture where men outside the
Levitical priesthood performed
that function and for good rea-
son. They were men chosen and
vested by God and commissioned
to some special task. The com-
bination of divine revelation and
responsibility led to a personal
response of priestly action in men
like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Each, after his encounter with
God, built an altar and knelt in
priestly humility to offer
sacrifices and worship Him,

So should it be with each of
us. Apprehended by the Lord
Jesus Christ and called to be His
witnesses to the world, we don
the invisible spiritual garments of
a royal priesthood, presenting
our bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God.

In the same way that God called
each Israelite to be part of a
kingdom of priests and a holy na-
tion, He has also called us as His
very own, to serve Him faithfully,
and to offer ourselves unreservedly
to Him. We belong to Him.x)
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