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EDITORIAL

Traditional vows in the
marriage covenant
bind both bride and
groom together "for

better or for worse, for richer or
for poorer, in sickness and in
health." Sometimes we need to
be reminded that our personal
covenant with the Lord Jesus
Christ suffers these same in-
evitable strains. No Christian
can totally escape those dreary
times when personal spiritual
life is at a low ebb, when our
spiritual "vital signs" indicate all
is not well between us and the
Lord.

In most cases we ourselves
are aware of the situation
because of many obvious symp-
toms. Our devotion disappears,
our faith falters and our en-
thusiasm evaporates. Gloom re-
places gladness, criticism over-
whelms compassion and selfish-
ness replaces service to others.
Buffeted by such negative
forces, we experience in some
measure what John Bunyan in
Pilgrim's Progress referred to as
the "slough of despond" and

what the medieval saints called
"the dark night of the soul."

Upon honest reflection we see
how the enemy of our souls has
craftily laid a network of subtle
traps, each neatly designed to
keep us from the precious
spiritual resources needed to
maintain a healthy spiritual life.
To name a few:

The General-Manager-of-the-
Unit;erse Trap: "Lord, I have so
much to do, I can't spend time
with you or the family."

The Procrastination Trap:
"Lord, I'll pray and read my Bi-
ble tomorrow."

The Self-Indulgence Trap: "I
need to relax and have more fun.
A man can't be religious all the
time:'

The Tyranny-of-the-Urgen t
Trap: "Lord, this immediate
crisis requires all my time and
energy. I'll get in touch with you
as soon as I get past it."

The Exhaustion Trap: "Lord,
I'm too tired to worship, pray
and read my Bible."

The Self-Pity Trap: "Lord, I
believe in forgiveness, but this
time I've been treated too
shamefullv ...

Ironic~lly, all these traps are
neatly laid in the center of genu-
inely important tasks and
responsibilities. We need to con-
fess that when we find ourselves
in deep spiritual doldrums it is
often our own fault. Through
carelessness or negligence we've
strayed away from God's grace
and protection. As one man put
it, "If vou don't feel close to
God, r~member: He's not the
one who moved." In other
words, it is our responsibility to
recover our own spiritual
health; and that is what this
issue of New Wine is all about.

We trust that the basic, posi-
tive articles in New Wine this
month will be both instructive
and encouraging in helping you
maintain a healthy relationship
with the Lord.

Don \ V. Basham
Editor
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The Christian's
Vital Signs

an interview with
Larry Christenson

N\V: What comes to mind when you think of the
vital signs of a healthy Christian life?
LC: When you talk about the vital signs of a
Christian, I think of a person who has been in an
accident. The immediate question is, "Are his vital
signs there?" It occurs to me that one thing that
confirms whether a person is going to be all right is
if he is oriented as opposed to being disoriented.

If a person is disoriented, it's obvious that there
is something in his neurological system that isn't
functioning properly. I think there are three signs
of a Christian being oriented as opposed to being
disoriented, keeping with the analogy of someone
who has been in some kind of trauma. If you find a
person who doesn't know who he is, or where he
lives, or what he does for a living, you have a per-
son who is disoriented.

It seems to me that a Christian is oriented first
of all in that he knows who he is. That comes par-
tially from knowing who he was, but is no longer,
through the grace of Christ's forgiveness. In addi-
tion, he has an expectant, positive attitude toward
the future as well as the present because he is in
communication with the Lord to whom he belongs,
and with the Lord's family. The key word that
comes to me in that regard is identity. One of the
vital signs of a well-oriented Christian who knows
who he is is that he has a sense of his identity.

The second vital sign is that he knows where he
lives. In a very practical sense, he knows where he
belongs in terms of the local body fellowship. He
also knows that he belongs in the world of the
Scripture, because that is where his meals are served
up to him and where he receives his nourishment.
The key idea here is a sense of belonging: a vital
sign of a well-oriented Christian is that he has a
clear sense of belonging.

The third vital sign is that he knows what he
does for a living, and that speaks of his ministry,
gift and calling. The key word there would be
ministry.

It would seem to me that a sense of identity, a
sense of belonging and a sense of ministry are vital
signs for a well-oriented Christian-evidences that
he is not disoriented. A disoriented person may be
able to move around and function after a fashion,
but he's actually out of touch with reality.

NW: In other words, he's alive but not really living?
LC: Right. He can be walking around and even
communicating, but there is something missing
-he is disoriented. I think there are many Chris-
tians who are walking around making sounds as if
they were normal, but they are disoriented.

NW: What are the basic areas in which you feel a
Christian needs to "keep in shape" to continue grow-
ing toward maturity?
LC: What I have found most important in my own
life and with the people in our congregation are
two areas that I think most everyone would cite:
prayer and the Word. Those two areas are the
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very priorities that the apostles set for themselves
in Acts 6:4: "But we will give ourselves continually
to prayer, and to the ministry of the Word." I in-
clude the congregation in my answer to the ques-
tion because I believe that the life of the congrega-
tion is a rather accurate barometer of the prayer
life and the life in the Word that the pastor and
the leaders have.

Under the category of "the Word" I would nat-
urally put the Bible first. But I have also found
that important books which seem to come at just
the right time, or important teachings that I hear
at a conference or on a tape, have a lot to do with
keeping in shape. I have met people who say, "I
only read the Scripture." That has not been my ex-
perience. Very often I have been influenced by a
word which is based on Scripture, but illuminated
through teaching. In other words, the teaching
ministries in the Church have a recognized func-
tion in bringing growth.

Of course, the Scripture itself has shaped my
life in a fundamental way, particularly when I
have really "dug in" and done considerable study.
For example, I once did a study of the book of
Hebrews for a whole year, examining it verse by
verse in the original Greek. That had a significant
effect upon my life.

But those two areas-prayer and the Word, in-
cluding the Bible and scriptural teaching-are the
ones that come to my mind as basic areas in which
every Christian needs to "stay in shape."

NW: People often are unable to maintain a regular
routine of prayer and Bible study. Are there some
helpful hints or secrets that you personally have
found effective in your growth as a Christian?
LC: My answer to that may only reflect my per-
sonality and not a general rule for anybody else,
although I tend to believe it has broad application.
My answer would be summed up in just one word:
discipline. Discipline has done more for my ongo-
ing life as a Christian than any other thing I could
put my finger on. I'm speaking, of course, in terms
of what God calls me to do as opposed to what I
have received by way of inspiration or faith. In
terms of what I do as a Christian, it has been
necessary to lead a disciplined life.

For me, that usually means that I have a regu-
lar morning schedule of exercise, prayer, Bible
study and family devotions. I may put in two or
three hours at the beginning of the day on those
basic disciplines, and that requires getting up
rather early. But at the end of that time, I am
ready to launch into whatever is on the immediate
schedule with a sense of having given priority
attention to my relationship with the Lord, and
stewardship of my body, mind, spirit and family
relationships. I would say that discipline has been
the biggest help to me in those respects.

Something else I have noticed is significant. We
all hit the "downers" -dry spells in the Christian
life-and I don't know of any way to avoid them.
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But what I have observed is that continuing in the
normal disciplines of life tends to bring us through
those periods more quickly so we don't just wallow
in them. \Vhen I encounter a whole series of nega-
tive circumstances in my life, I've found that just
plugging away at the regular daily routine seems
to bring me through much faster than if I indulge
the misery.

NW: Do you think one of the problems It'e en-
counter is the modern mentality of expecting et'ery-
thing to come easily?
LC: Yes. \Ve are accustomed to the quick, instant
deal. And we are verv "result oriented." A more
helpful mentality wo~ld be, "Today, I will be
faithful to the Lord, letting him bring to fruition
what is ripe in my life and what will lead me on."
Our orientation must be more faithfulness in our
relationship with the Lord than toward easy, in-
stant results in our lives.

To me, responding to the Lord's presence is
more and more a kev to the whole Christian life.
As it says in the Psal~s, "I keep the Lord always at
my right hand." When I go jogging first thing in
the morning, I usually recite that verse, and I
mentally envision the Lord beside me. (This is a
time when I do most of my intercessory prayer.)

We need that dailv confidence that the Lord is
with us. Even though' we don't know all the things
that He has in store for us that day, recognizing
that He is with us is sufficient to assure us that He
has this day in hand and we can walk it out with
Him.

NW: From your experience as a pastor and teacher.
what do you think are the most common problems
Christians encounter which keep them from staying
close to the Lord in the way you jll.~t described?
LC: As I consider people I know who once walked
with the Lord and then fell away, a common de-
nominator I frequently recognize is that they have
been "sitting in the seat of scoffers." They might
not be literally "scoffing," but they are basically
associating with people who manifest a spirit of
negativism, grumbling, skepticism, or scoffing.
They are caught up in an environment that under-
mines their relationship with the Lord.

When I see people who seem to be "under a
cloud," I begin to ask questions such as "What kind
of things have you been reading lately?" "Where

Larry Christenson has served as pastor oj Trinity Lutheran Church
in San Pedro, Calijornia, since 1960. His injluence, however, ex-
tends jar beyond his local pastorate because oj additional ministry as
a conjerence speaker and the many books he has written, including
The Christian Family and The Renewed Mind. Larry and his wije,
Nordis, reside with their jour children in San Pedro.
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have you been?" "Who has been with you?" Once
as I talked to a woman who was beginning to
become negative, I realized that she was in daily
contact with another person who was very negative
and I asked her. "What well are you drinking

from?" Actually, her problem was that spiritually
she was just drinking from a poisoned well.

NW: In other u~ords. that person ba.\1cally assumes a
pO~1tion of doubt rather than faith. doesn't he?
LC: Yes. If you tolerate grumbling, give ear to
criticism, and become a listening post for negativ-
ism, it cannot help but produce doubt in your spirit.

Another common obstacle, of course, would be
some particular sin that a person tolerates and
allows to fester without dealing with it.

Another frequent problem is illustrated by the
parable of the sower and the soil: the cares of this
world. I have met men and women, for instance,
whose job simply moved in and took over their
lives. Jobs very often become a real competitor to
the priority we should give to the Lord.

NW: What should a person who is caught in this
position do to remedy it?
LC: A powerful antidote to this kind of tempta-
tion is commitment to the Lord and His Body. I
believe that many people who get into this situa-
tion still feel that they love the Lord, but they
begin to avoid their Christian brothers and sisters,
who now appear too legalistic and demanding.
They forsake the "assembling of themselves to-
gether" and all which that implies.

Basically, I believe Christian commitment is
very similar to marriage-you must be totally
committed to that person at every level of your
relationship. To become committed to Christ re-
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quires commitment to a local body of believers.
That body isn't perfect, because no fellowship is
perfect. But we have to make this commitment:
"Here is where I am, where I will contribute,
where I am going to drink the 'water of life' and
get the nourishment I need. I am committed to the
Lord and this body of believers, and it is here that
m\' commitment will be walked out in realitv." It
s~ms to me that most people I have seen whO' drift
away have lost interest in the Body of Christ.

NW: But that, too, is a matter of discipline. isn't it?
LC: Right, because a local body isn't always that
exciting. A large part of commitment is rather
routine. But as in marriage, you are committed to
your partner for the normal, ordinary days as well
as for the exciting ones.

NW: I know you could answer this next question
with a book, but could you briefly give steps in seek-
ing and finding God's will concerning a matter?
LC: I have recently done a tape series dealing with
that topic from a particular perspective. I covered
a list of paradoxes in Scripture which have some-
times puzzled people in terms of guidance, but
which can be understood as a real way of finding
the Lord's will. In that series, I came up with
three words that for me summarize the process.

The first is counsel. To find God's will, it is
necessary to seek counsel, and that of course in-
cludes counsel as it is recorded in the Scriptures. In
addition to that is the counsel of those that know
that scriptural record and also know my present
situation. So if I am going to find God's will I must
first be counseled by Scripture and by fellow
Christians.

The second word is consensus. The Lord brings
those who are seeking His will to unity or consen-
sus. We feel right and comfortable that He has
revealed His mind to us in a particular regard.

The third word is confirmation. Because we
know it's possible to hear imperfectly, in spite of
counsel and consensus, we ask the Lord to confirm
what we've heard in ways that will give us the
confidence to step out in faith. Then, perhaps by
circumstance, or by prophetic utterance or in
various other ways, the Lord will confirm what
we have heard through previous counsel and con-
sensus.

These three words describe the basic process we
follow for determining God's will, both in our
Church Council and also in our personal and
family decisions.

For instance, my wife and I are now facing the
prospect of doing much more travel in the next
year or two. That has been a real matter of prayer
to determine if this is actually what the Lord has
in mind for us. In making the decision, the process
I've just described is basically the one we have
followed. We have counseled with the elders in
the congregation, with each other and with some
people from outside with whom I counsel regular-
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Iv. \Ve have come to a consensus, and now we
have begun to see the Lord confirm it in in-
teresting ways, such as letters and conversations
with various people.

NW: With all this in mind. what in your opinion is
the most important ingredient for a Christian's
growth?
LC: \Vell, I'll give you a good Lutheran answer,
and that's faith. By that I mean an expectation of
God's daily help, God's daily providence, God's
daily presence. That is the most important ingre-
dient. It is basically an experience of God's active
involvement in everything we do. That must be
our prevailing attitude. I find that I must con-
tinually battle to keep that attitude from slipping
away-for example I may wake up in the morning
and immediately start to think negatively. Per-
sonally I have taken a more decisive step of faith,
just recently, resolving to start each morning posi-
tively expecting God to be leading and directing
before I even take under consideration any mis-
take or problem.

NW: What can people eXllect to be the result if they
do the kind of things you have talked about in this
interview?
LC: I believe the basic result will be a sense of the
Lord's presence, and a sense of the Lord's approv-

al. I don't doubt that I am accepted in Christ. But
I want to know that I am pleasing God, not simply
being accepted by Him, because I know that He
accepts many people that He is not pleased with. I
want to know that I am pleasing to God. One fruit
of a faithful walk with God is that He lets us
know, "You delight me."

Here is an illustration of the distinction I'm trv-
ing to make. A parent may weep over a child th~t
has gone astray, and there will be tremendous love
in those tears. But the parent cannot honestly say
that he is delighted in the way the child is going.
He is concerned and loves and accepts the child but
what he feels is much different from the delight a
parent feels when a child goes in the right way.

I believe that one result we can expect as we
stay close to God is a sense that He is delighted and
pleased with us. That doesn't mean He won't still
correct us and point out areas where we need to
change. But basically, if our walk before the Lord
is right, the result will be an awareness that God is
pleased with us, that we are not a source of grief
to Him.

That basic desire to please God gets us off the
"glory road" where all we are looking for is what
benefits liS. Instead, we are looking for a walk of
faithfulness, and even if that involves leanness,
hardship or suffering, as long as we know we are
pleasing to Him, that is all that really matters ....
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Living by
a PowerBeyond

Our Own

by Don Basham
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Years ago when I was a
new and zealous Chris-
tian in Bible college,
recently baptized in the

Holy Spirit, I had a sociology
professor-a Ph.D. graduate
from Yale who had been a Navy
chaplain in World War II. A
brilliant man, he had written a
best-selling book in his field and
was well versed in his subject.
But I discovered in his class
through certain things he said
that he was a skeptic about
much that meant a great deal to
me-for example, answers to
prayer. His cynical comments
prompted me to go up to him
after class one day and say,
"Professor, I take it from what
you are saying that you don't
believe God answers prayer to-
day." He looked me right in the
eye and said, "You're absolutely
right-I don't." I asked, "Why
don't you believe it? It's in the
Scriptures, and you're a Chris-
tian-you're even an ordained
minister." He replied, "I don't

believe it for a very simple
reason: I have never in all my
life seen anything in anyone's
life that would indicate to me
that God answers prayer."

I was shocked by his words,
and probably most of us would
be as well. Many of us have
become a part of the charismatic
movement-we have entered in-
to supernatural things and ex-
perienced them. But there are
still millions of Christians in the
Body of Christ whose testimony
is the same as that man's. Many
who know that they have been
born again and have committed
their lives to Christ also embrace
the theology that professor em-
braced, believing that the age of
miracles has passed. But to claim
to be a Christian, to have ex-
perienced forgiveness in our
hearts and to have some assur-
ance of heaven, without partici-
pating in any of the supernatural
life that Christ offers, is to live
an unbalanced and inadequate
Christian life. The Christian life

is meant to be a balance between
the natural and the super-
natural.

Natural and Supernatural
Jesus was a man, yet He was

more than a man. In His incar-
nation, He was one who was to-
tally man and totally God, to-
tally natural and totally super-
natural. As He taught and served
and gave His life, His ministry
was a continual combination of
both. As a man, He would grow
tired and weary, and yet as a
man He received the super-
natural strength and power of
God. In Jesus was uniquely
manifested all the very best of
the natural and all the very best
of the supernatural-and I
believe that God is calling us to
be the same way.

God often moves us from one
emphasis to another. He will
turn a spotlight on a particular
area, or quicken a certain por-
tion of biblical truth to help us
experience it and make it a part
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of our lives. Then He moves on
to emphasize something else.

Those of us who have come
through the charismatic renewal
realize that for years we were in
an emphasis on the supernatu-
ral: the power of God and the
gifts of the Spirit and what we
could receive from God through
prayer. Then God began to
move us into an understanding
of the need to become related
properly to one another: our
responsibility to our brothers
and sisters, what it means to be
in "covenant," what it means to
be part of a committed fellow-
ship, what it means to be under
spiritual authority. We have
been wrestling with how to
structure the Kingdom of God
on earth through committed re-
lationships. That is a valid em-
phasis-in fact it is basic, for we
have come to understand that
some things we need to receive
from God come through one
another. Yet often, when God is
emphasizing one truth and we
get involved in it, we tend to
neglect other truths that are just
as important. For example,
when we were primarily con-
cerned with being baptised in
the Spirit, we neglected many
other aspects of the Christian
life. Our critics said that
charismatics were not concerned
about character or maturity-
and some of their criticism was
justified. But when the emphasis
began on relationships, we tend-
ed then to de-emphasize the
supernatural, and unfortunately
we have neglected that area to
our detriment.

A covenant relationship will
not work without the super-
natural involvement of God's
Holy Spirit. Unless relationships
are somehow quickened by the
supernatural grace of God, they
become hard and legalistic.
What I am saying is this: We
need to take the offensive in
regaining a focus on the life of
prayer and faith, believing God
to do things for us that we our-
selves cannot do. Our faith
needs to be redefined to include
again the supernatural realm.

We need to recover a sense of
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daily dependence on God and to
establish a keen expectancy of
His presence and miracle-work-
ing power.

A Different Kind of Miracle
In Matthew 14:22-33 we find

the familiar passage recording
the miracle of Jesus and Peter
walking on the water. This is not
a popular text for sermons. I
think one reason why most peo-
ple don't talk about this miracle
is that it is so different from the
others Jesus performed. We have
taught and understood that the
miracles in the Bible are the
evidence of God's compassion
and His desire to meet people's
needs. Miracles of healing meet
a human need. Other miracles of
provision, such as the feeding of
the five thousand, met human
needs. Even Jesus' turning the
water into wine served to sav~
the hosts of the wedding feast
from embarrassment and to pre-
vent an interruption of the
celebration.

But what about the miracle.
in this story-walking on water?
How does it serve to meet a
human need? It looks and
sounds more like a magician's
trick. How do we fit this miracle
into the purpose of God? I want
to suggest that God has a specific
reason for this unusual miracle,
and we will see it as we examine
the biblical evidence of our need
to utilize God's supernatural
power to live a victorious Chris-
tian life.

Recognizing God
in the Storm

To understand this more ful-
ly we must look closely at the
story. In a journey through
Galilee, Jesus sent the disciples
ahead of him by boat. Matthew
writes:

But the ship was now in the
midst of the sea, tossed with
waves: for the wind was con-
trary [or the wind was against
them].

And in the fourth watch of
the night Jesus went unto
them, walking on the sea.

And when the disciples saw

him walking on the sea, they
were troubled, saying, It is a
spirit; and they cried out for
fear (vv. 22-26).

It was a stormy night, and
the disciples were having trouble
enough with the weather when
suddenly there appeared a
ghostly figure approaching the
boat, walking on the water.
When the disciples saw Him,
they said, "It is a spirit," and
they cried out for fear.

First, it is important to note
that Peter and the others cried
out because they didn't recognize
who was coming. They thought
there was a problem, but there
wasn't really a problem. The on-
ly problem was that they didn't
recognize the form in which God

We need to recover a daily
dependence on God and to establish a
keen expectancy of His presence and
miracle- working power,
was approaching.

That truth has great signifi-
cance for us. One reason we
become frightened in our own
Christian lives is that we often
fail to recognize the form in
which God is going to manifest
Himself to us. Things that at
first seem threatening or fright-
ening seem so only because we
fail to recognize that God is
somehow in them.

Our whole approach to life
can change when we come to
understand that there is some-
thing of God in everything that
comes our way. God does not
will evil upon us, but He often
allows threatening situations to
develop in order to reveal Him-
self and His will to us.

Don Basham holds BA and BD degrees jrom
Phillips University and its graduate seminary in
Enid, Oklahoma, and is an ordained minister oj
the Christian Church (Disciples oj Christ). He is
the editor oj New Wine Magazine and the author
oj several books on various aspects oj the Chris-
tian lije, including Face Up With A Miracle and
Deliver Us From Evil. Don resides in Mobile,
Alabama with his wije, Alice, and their jamily.
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Paul says this clearly in a
familiar passage, Romans 8:28:
"We know that in everything,
God works to bring good for
those who love Him and who are
called according to His purpose."
This is such a basic principle
that we probably need to frame
it and hang it on the wall where
we can see it daily. \Ve must
learn to embrace the difficult,
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the threatening, and the chal-
lenging situations in faith and af-
firm that God is in them some-
where. \Ve must respond posi-
tively to the things that come our
way-both good and bad.

"Lord, Is It You?"
Returning to the story, we

read how Jesus identified Him-
self, and how Peter responded:

But straightway Jesus spake
unto them, saying, Be of good
cheer; it is I; be not afraid.

And Peter answered him
and said, Lord if it be thou,
bid me come unto thee on the
water.

And he said, Come (vv.
27-29).

That is a revealing statement:
"Lord, if it's you, bid me come."
What Peter said illustrates an
important principle: before we
initiate action in a particular
direction in our lives, we need to
check both our motivation and
the source of our inspiration.
Too often we act impulsively, be-
ing quick to say, " I feel God
wants me to do this" or "God told
me to do that." Peter's words,
"Bid me come to you on the
water," were rather audacious.
But he conditioned them by say-
ing first, " Lord, I want to know
if that is really you out there."
Peter was looking for confirma-
tion. If he was going to move by
faith in some new adventure, he
wanted assurance first of all that
he was hearing from God.

This is perhaps one of the
most difficult areas of the Chris-
tian life. When we are faced
with a decision, or a step of
faith, it is not easy to know
whether we are being goaded by
the devil or led by the Lord. But
we are right to believe that God
can give us confirmation. We
must remember, however, that
even confirmation cannot make
us absolutely certain. Though
Peter received a positive answer
to his question, he still had to act
in faith.

\Ve must exercise faith with-
out making it presumption. Pre-
sumption has brought many

Christians into a great deal of
trouble. \Vhen we remember
some of the tragic things that
have been done by people who
said, "God told me to do it," we
can understand the problem
with presumption. On the other
hand, we can't sit around wait-
ing to become absolutely cer-
tain, because if we could be ab-
solutely sure, we wouldn't need
faith! So God very wisely re-
quires us to walk in faith while
avoiding presumption.

In response to his request for
confirmation, Peter was given
assurance from the Lord. When
Peter said, "Lord, if that's you,
bid me come to you on the
water," the Lord said, "Come,"
So Peter had his confirmation
that it was truly God who was
speaking to him. Confirmation
is one of the major roles a good
pastor fulfills for his people. The
pastor's function is not to take
the place of God, or to speak in
place of God, but rather to help
his people find confirmation in
God. When a Christian is seek-
ing the will of God in his life, the
pastor can help confirm to him
that he is moving in the right
direction-or to caution him if
the direction seems wrong. The
pastor will not necessarily be the
only source of confirmation, but
he does serve as God's delegated
authority to help give confirma-
tion or encouragement.

A Power Beyond Our Own
The Lord said to Peter,

"Come." In some ways I think
that is the most significant word
in the entire New Testament,
because when Peter cried out,
"Lord, if that's you, bid me
come to you on the water," he
was speaking out of a deep need
in his life. That deep desire in his
heart was to do what is impossi-
ble for man and only possible by
God's power. He wanted to walk
by a power far beyond his own.

I cannot help but admire
Peter for this deep heart's desire,
and I believe that all of us have
that desire in our hearts. God
has put deep within all of us the
realization that we cannot make
it through life without His help.
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By His "help," I mean not just
His example, but also His super-
natural strength and grace-and
grace by definition is God's un-
merited favor or assistance. He
never intended for us to try to
make it on our own-and if vou
don't believe that is the case, just
look at this crazv world we live
in now and see ~vhat is happen-
ing, because most of the world is
trying to make it on its own
without God.

So now we can understand
how this miracle was not a cheap
magician's trick after all,
but-like the other miracles-an
answer to human need. When
Peter asked, "Lord, bid me come
to you on the water," he expressed
what is perhaps the deepest
human need of all. Bevond heal-
ing, beyond material "provision,
beyond miracles and other gifts,
he asked simply for the privilege
of living on a level where he
could do as a man what it takes
supernatural power to do.

The answer Jesus gives to
Peter-"Come"-is powerfully
significant I It seems as an excla-
mation point punctuating every
other scriptural promise about
the power of prayer. In all the
instructions Jesus gave His dis-
ciples, He never once had to cau-
tion them against being too bold
in their faith. We never once
hear Him say, "Now fellows,
don't ask too much; tone your
requests down. After all, you
must be reasonable-don't
become fanatics. Don't expect
too much from God," On the
contrary, Jesus was always try-
ing to encourage His disciples to
ask for more, to trust God more,
to believe that God wanted to do
more than they were willing or
able even to ask or think.

God's will and intention for
us is to experience and live by a
power beyond our own. God
never intended the Church to be
without His miracle-working
power. Every other kind of
Christian experience is subnor-
mal. A friend of mine used to say
that the spiritual temperature in
the average church is so low that
when a health" man comes
along, everyone thinks he has a
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fever. Normal Christianity is
miracle-working Christianit~,.

Stepping Out of the Boat
We read next that Peter

obeyed Jesus' command to step
out in faith and walk:

And when Peter was come
down out of the ship, he
walked on the water, to go to
Jesus.

But when he saw the wind
boisterous, he was afraid; and
beginning to sink, he cried,
saying, Lord, save me.

And immediately Jesus
stretched forth his hand, and
caught him, and said unto
him, 0 thou of little faith,
wherefore didst thou doubt?
(vv. 29-31)

We must notice first that
even after Jesus said "Come," it
was still up to Peter to respond.
For Peter to participate in this
miracle, he had to start by act-
ing in the natural realm. 'Mira-
cles usually don't come to people
who are sitting around on their
back porches with hands folded,
waiting for things to happen;
miracles come when we are
moving in faith. Peter had to
give feet to his faith. If he was to
believe that the Lord really
wanted him to walk on the
water, he couldn't just fold his
arms and sit in the boat, saying,
"Okay, Lord, if you really want
me to do this, float me out across
the waves and we'll show the
world a miracle." Peter was re-
quired to release God's super-
natural power by getting out of
the boat and walking.

Getting out of the boat and
walking was a perfectly natural
act-there was nothing super-
natural in that. Peter stepped
out of the boat, and began walk-
ing just as he would have if the
boat had been pulled up on
shore. But it took faith to do it
on the sea, and when he did his
part, God did His.

God wants us to realize that
the supernatural works within
the natural. There are many
other examples of this principle,
such as the laying on of hands

with prayer. ~Hracles can hap-
pen by prayer alone, but the Bi-
ble calls for laying on of hands
for the receiving of the Holy
Spirit, and laying on of hands
for the prayer of faith to heal the
sick. Anointing with oil is an-
other example. There is no in-
herent virtue in oil, just as there
is no magic in the hands. These
are natural acts, however, that
demonstrate natural concern and
compassion and are used by God
to vault us into the supernatural.
Without a willingness to start
out moving in the natural, we
may never receive the super-
natural.

So Peter responded first in
the natural-he stepped out of
the boat. Do you suppose the
water looked any firmer to him
after the Lord said, "Come?" Or
do you suppose that if Peter had
grabbed one side of the boat,
reached over with one foot and
tapped the water, that it would
have felt solid? No-it would
have splashed just like ordinary
water. There was only one way
he could find out if the water
would hold him up-and that
was to get out with both feet and
let go of the boat. The miracle
was not that Peter walked-he
did that every day on solid
ground. The miracle was that he

Just Around
the Corner
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I'm sorry, ma'am, I can't remember my social security number right now.

didn't sink. God met Peter, and
with every step that Peter took
in faith, God was there to hold
him on top of the water.

"Lord, Save Me!"
But then a rather significant

thing happened to Peter as he
walked on the water. "But when
he saw the wind boisterous, he
was afraid; and beginning to
sink, he cried, saying, Lord save
me." What happened to Peter
happens to all of us when we try
to live a combination of the
natural and the supernatural: he
was tested.

Peter got out of the boat in
faith and was moving toward
the Lord. Everything was going
well, and he was in the midst of
a miracle-and then he was
tested. Such tests are common to
all of us. They are a part of
God's purpose. He will test
everything that happens to us-
good things as well as bad.
Every time we take a step of
faith, some kind of test will
come our way; it is a spiritual
principle. The test in Peter's case
happened when he took his eyes
off his Source. As long as he kept
his eyes on Jesus, he was all
right. When he saw the waves-
when he took his eyes off the
Lord and was distracted by cir-
cumstances-he suddenly real-
ized how impossible it was to do
what he was doing.

Peter began to look at the
situation only from a natural
perspective, and no longer from
God's perspective. He stopped

The Lord's arm is always long
enough, and the Lord is al-

ways close enough to save us.
walking in the Spirit and began
to try to walk in the flesh-and
began to sink. The unbelief rose
up in him in the midst of his
faith and interrupted his faith.

We need to bear in mind that
Peter's unbelief did not affect his
natural ability-only his super-
natural ability. Peter was faced
with a choice: he could either
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forget about the miracle and
turn and swim back to the boat,
or he could try to regain the
miracle. Fortunately for us and
for him, I think, he cried out,
"Lord, save mel" But isn't it in-
teresting that Jesus watched him
begin to sink, yet didn't make a
move until Peter asked for help?

Another point to remember
in our own walk of faith is that
God wants us to move in the
supernatural realm, but there
are many times when we need
His extra help, and the only way
we will get it is to cry out for it.
In the moment Peter cried out,
"Lord, save me," Jesus reached
down, the Scriptures say, and
caught him "immediately." The
Lord's arm is always long
enough, and the Lord is always
close enough to save us. But time
and time again He will wait un-
til we cry out for help. Many
things we never receive, even
though God wants us to have
them, simply because we don't
ask. James said, "You receive not
because you ask not." There are
other reasons we don't receive
help, but this is a primary one.

Unfortunately, however, peo-
ple who step out in faith often
fail the test. They start out in the

Spirit and end up in the flesh.
They end up swimming instead
of walking because when they
were tested, they thought,
"God's not going to see me
through." So they turned back to
their own strength and re-
sources. There is nothing wrong
with swimming-except when
God wants you walking on the
water.

God's Response to
Our Failure

It is important for us to
notice Jesus' response to Peter.
Jesus did not say, "Peter, how
stupid I Did you really think that
you could do what I'm doing?
Don't you know I'm the Son of
God?" Instead, Jesus' only words
to him were words of gentle
rebuke: "0 man of little faith,
why did you doubt?" Not only
does the Lord give us the en-
couragement to get out and walk
supernaturally, but when we do
falter, He is there to help us and
encourage us to go on believing,
even when it is hard to do it. His
corrective word was not an at-
tempt to tone down Peter's faith,
but to encourage him to go on
believing what he originally
believed.

NOVEMBER 1981



Often in recent years God has
had to encourage ~e that way.
He has had to remind me to go
on with what I started. Some-
times that is hard to do when I
am in a dry place, and the
miracles are not there, and the
heavens seem like brass. At those
times it seems that God is not go-
ing to see me the rest of the way
through. But God allows those
times to come to mature us.

Adventures of Faith
Finallv, Peter and Jesus

returned to the boat.

And when they were come
into the ship, the 'wind ceased.

Then they that were in the
ship came' and worshipped
him, saying, Of a truth thou
are the Son of God (vv.
32-33).

Peter had been part of a miracle,

even though he had faltered in
the middle of it. Yet a miracle bv
the skin of your teeth is bette"r
than no mir~cle at all! Although
Peter almost sank, in the end he
was saved by the Lord, and to-
gether they went back arm and
arm into the boat. As soon as thev
stepped into the boat, the wind
ceased and the storm was over.

But what about those dis-
ciples who stayed in the boat?
Why did they miss out on the ex-
perience? Is God prejudiced?
Does God show favor? Of course
not. But Peter was the onlv one
who had asked for such ;n ex-
perience, the only one who was
bold enough, or bull-headed
enough, or childlike enough to
give expression to his deep desire.
The storm ceased, so even the
others in the boat benefited from
the experience. Scripture says
that they all marvelled and wor-
shipped Jesus. They had a won-

derful spiritual experience in see-
ing what had happened. But
what happened to them was not
nearly as wonderful as what hap-
pened to Peter. They watched it
from afar, and they were blessed
when Jesus got i~to the boat.
They could worship and say,
"Lord, we see a mighty demon-
stration of your power:' But
Peter had the truly marvelous ex-

A miracle by the skin of your
teeth is better than no
miracle at all!
perience. Peter had not only seen
the power of God-he had lived
it.

I have the feeling that all
through the years of Peter's life,
there were times when that
memory was a great strength to
him. He might have faltered and

(continued on page 27)

Foundations for the Future
by Ralph Martin

There are four basic elements presented in the New Testament which illustrate
the normal Christian life:

1. Each Christian should have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior.
God has established in Jesus Christ the way of being reconciled to Him, a way of re-
moving our confusion, a way of getting free of bondage to the evil one, a way of rising
with Jesus from the dead and living forever. There is no other way.

2. The normal Christian life is life in the Holy Spirit. It's impossible to live a normal Christian
life without all the power of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is given to the people of God for
the proclamation of His gospel, to be His witnesses, and to give us the power to live
Christian morality,

3. The normal Christian life is life together. You need to find people who are going to en-
courage you to love the Lord your God with your whole heart, mind, soul and strength,
and not think you are fanatical for trying to give your whole life to God.

4. The normal Christian life is fruitful. The love of God in our hearts and in our relationships
overflows into works of mercy and charity. We are able to share the relationship with
the Lord that means life or death to people with whom we have contact.

Condensed {rom "Foundations (or the Future" by Ralph Martin-January 1980, New Wine Magazine.
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"He will turn the hearts of
the fathers to their

children, and the hearts of
the children to their

fathers; or else I will come
and strike the land with a

curse" (Mal. 4:6 NIV).

With this promise
and warning, the
Old Testament
closes. Malachi

offers hope to a society whose
fabric of family relationships is
unraveling. But with sobering
finality, he prophesies disaster
for those who reject the offer.

The curse of broken father-
child relationships goes far
beyond the immediate bitterness
and grief surrounding them. In
our own day, some of the most
notoriously destructive political
figures-Hitler and Stalin, to
name just two-grew up lacking
a healthy relationship with their
fathers, and consequently they
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cultivated bitterness and rebel-
lion all their lives.

But in His mercy, Cod offers
to break this curse and turn the
hearts of the fathers and chil-
dren to each other. Beyond the
last page of Malachi, we read
next of One who came to reveal
His Father, and so make obedi-
ent sons and daughters of us all.
One of the clearest signs that the
gospel is at work in our lives is
the restoration of right relation-
ships, especially within the fam-
ily. Cod's dealings in this area of
my own life are not only a testi-
mony to His faithfulness, but
also an indication of how pre-
cious in His sight is the resto-
ration of a son to his father.

Resentment and Rebellion
The barriers in my relation-

ship with my dad had their
foundations in the years long
before I was born. Dad's own
father had been violent and
often irresponsible, so that Dad
had to work as a child to help
support his mother and four
brothers and sisters. From his

own father Dad had learned to
be cold, aloof and distant from
his children-he had no other
men to provide him with better
role models. Perhaps my grand-
father's situation had been the
same. In any case, my father
was a diligent, honest, faithful
man, but he had never learned
how to express love to his chil-
dren in ways they could under-
stand. He spent little time with
us, rarely listened to us, and was
almost never verbally and physi-
cally affectionate. He worked
hard to support us, but children
rarely regard work as an expres-
sion of love until they grow up
and become providers themselves.

As a child I feared Dad in all
the wrong ways, convinced that
I did not merit his attention or
his approval. My resentment
and rebellion against him were
violent but mostly internal,
devastating my own personality
in a hundred ways. Bitterness
led to arrogance; I rejected the
idea of Cod as a heavenly father,
became an atheist, and sought to
take my destiny into my own
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hands. By the time I prepared to
enter college with plans for a
political science major, the stage
had been set for yet another
twisted man to enter politics,
craving fame and power because
his father left him feeling re-
jected and impotent.

In His astounding mercy,
God prevented "the sins of the
father" from being visited again
upon the child. By a series of
personal crises, I was shocked
out of mv atheist, humanist de-
ceptions ~nd born into the King-
dom of God. My whole world
was turned upside down. After
one semester in college, the
implications of the gospel
sobered me into a reassessment
of my priorities and I dropped
out of school. Anxious to serve
the Lord and get some distance
between myself and my past, I
went to Europe to work with the
Teen Challenge ministry. My
parents were enraged and hurt.
They could not understand what
I was doing, and I could not find
the words to explain it to them.
The last strained fiber of our re-
lationship was broken.

Repentance and Reconciliation
Although my move to Ger-

many was probably intended in
part as an act of rebellion
against my father, God used it
for great good. Several steps
were necessary for me to take on
the road back to a restored rela-
tionship with Dad, including de-
liverance from demonic spirits
that had found their entrance in-
to my life through my hatred of
him. But the most crucial step
came when I heard teaching in
Germany about forgiveness and
submission to proper authority.
A powerful conviction began to
grip me: my sin was as much to
blame as Dad's for our broken
relationship. I was in grave need
of repentance for my rebellion
and my bitterness. The choice
soon became clear: I had to get
right with my father or else seal
off the only road to wholeness
and maturity for both of us.

I will never forget one terri-
fying, agonizing night as I lay
alone in my room in Germany.
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God gave me a \'lSlOn of the
bondage Dad was in because I
had refused to forgive him. It
was my bondage as well. I began
to weep, and for literally hours I
cried out to God to forgive us
both, and I shouted, "Daddv, I
forgive you! Please forgive ~e!"

I knew then that what I had
said alone in my room needed to
be said to Dad face-to-face. At
Christmas of that year (eight
months after I had left home), I
returned to the States, filled both
with fear and conviction. I set m\'
face to ask my father's forgiven~,
and to submit to his authoritv.

God, of course, was faithful.
The night I opened my heart to
talk, Dad broke, for he saw for
the first time the hidden broken-
ness of his son, \Ve were recon-
ciled, and though I told him I
would do whatever he instructed,
he did not insist that I stay at
home, but instead put his biess-
ing on my work in Germany. The
next summer I came home and
we began to work out our rela-
tionship in earnest.

Restoration and Rebirth
Our encounter at Christmas

had naturally been only a begin-
ning. In the following months
we had to labor at learning to
love and respect (and enjoy)
each other. Fortunatelv, the
struggle cost both of us ~uch of
our pride and stubbornness. Most
importantly, we helped shape
each other's faith: he gave my
faith the fiber of practicality; I
pushed his faith beyond the en-
cumbering limits his back-
ground had imposed on it.

I was a witness to miracles in
those days: Dad, Mom and my
younger brother and sister were
baptized; Dad became a deacon
and respected leader in a new
church home. During these
months my father began saying
frequently to all of us the words
I had longed as a child to hear
him say: "I love you." He learned
that it was not unmanly to em-
brace his sons and fri~nds, to
weep in front of others when
God touched him, to kneel like a
child to pray. He and I became
free to speak our minds honestly

without threatening each other.
We became able to enjoy God's
small gifts together, like a sum-
mer thunderstorm or a sunrise or
a bursting rose. \Ve shared open-
ly about the things of God.

The following January I re-
turned to college for a de-
gree-not in political science,
but in religious studies. Two
years later I graduated and be-
gan my first permanent, full-
time job back in our hometown.
When I wanted to strike out on
mv own financiallv to learn to
h~ndle independe~t living ex-
penses and a budget, Dad and I
talked it over. He assured me of
his confidence that the time was
right and I was ready for such a
move. I knew a tremendous free-
dom as I left home this time,
because I left with Dad's full
blessing. He told me that I
would always be welcome to live
at home again if I had the need
or desire. After I moved, we
continued to be close friends;
when I married a vear and a half
later, there was n~ doubt that he
should be mv best man in the
wedding. So~n after, my wife
and I moved to another state,

Crisis and Blessing
Eight months later, Dad called

us to say that he had been to a
doctor-and a tumor was found
in his right lung. It was in-
operable. My wife and I went
home immediately to help in the
family business and in the house-
hold while he was in the hospi-
tal. \Ve could only stay a week
on that trip, but it was a signifi-
cant time for us as we examined
family needs and concerns in
light of the trial we faced.

During that week, I was re-
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istry to young people throughout Europe. Paul
joined the stajj oj New Wine in March oj this
year as an editorial assistant. He resides in
Mobile, Alabama, with his wije, Leisa.
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minded that when the patriarchs
of Israel approached the end of
their days on earth. they called
their so~s to them, laid hands on
them. and blessed them. God
spoke prophetically through
these blessings and used them as
a vessel for the heritage that
passed from father to son.

Since my father and I were
the spiritual sons of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, an earnest
desire was born in me to receive
the patriarchal blessing from

Dad. Before we returned to our
home, I knelt by his bed and he
laid his hands on my head. The
Spirit of God came ~pon Dad as
he prayed. The most beautiful
prayer I had ever heard flowed
from his lips, and we were both
reduced to tears. Of all the
things he prophesied in that
blessing, I remember this the
most clearly: "May your minis-
try flow out to all the ends of the
earth; and may you reach up
and touch the face of God."

We returned to be with Dad
several times each month in the
time following. He was under-
going chemotherapy, and though
the treatments affected his mind
and his emotions, his faith re-
mained strong. Dad believed in
God's healing power, and often
we prayed for his healing to-
gether-but he never presumed
to tell God what He must do.
Meanwhile, we talked openly
about life, and death, and the
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life beyond death. His trust in
God never faltered.

A Precious Reward
By January of 1981 Dad was

bedridden and losing his mental
coherence. Often when I would
get home in the evenings from
the family business, I would
spend time with him in silence,
savoring what I knew would be
my last days with him. The
children in mv family had often
sung for Dad, so o~e evening
during this period I asked him if
he wanted me to sing to him. He
could not speak an answer, but
he began to weep. With that en-
couragement, I began through
my own tears to sing all the old
hymns I knew were his favorites,
until at last he fell asleep. Even
now the memory of that night is
vivid and comforting, and I be-
lieve it will always be with me.

Several days 'later, my wife
and I had to go back to complete
the sale of our home. \Ve went
into his darkened room to kiss
him good-bye and tell him we
would return soon. He began to
weep, and he struggled to utter
two coherent sentences: "You'll
never know how much I love
vou both. You've done everv-
thing for me." That was the la'st
meaningful communication I
ever had with my father, words
which I will always treasure as
one of the most pre'cious rewards
of my life,

When we returned four days
later, Mom said Dad had begun
to experience a great deal of
pain. My wife learned ~o give
him shots to relieve it, and with
my mother we gave him injec-
tions every three hours around
the clock. 'Though the despair of
extreme fatigue and the ugliness
of death began to taunt us dur-
ing these days as his body wore
out, we were sustained by a rec-
ognition of the inexpressably
high honor that was ours: we
were giving comfort to my fa-
ther in his last days on earth,
and helping him pr~pare to meet
the Lord.

Triumph and Fulfillment
A week later, I held my

mother in m\' arms as we watched
my father die. It was the most
awesome. most hoh- moment of
my life: a man of God was cast-
ing off his mortality and hasten-
ing to the bosom of his Maker to
be clothed with glorious immor-
tality. Through our incontrolla-
ble weeping, I could only repeat
to my mother again and again,
"He's going home; he's going
home." Before his last breath, I
took his hand and whispered
back to him one last time the
words that had become his de-
light: "I love you." And then my
father was free at last.

His funeral was a triumphant
celebration of a life that had
been reborn, and will be born
again and again as he goes from
glory to glory in the presence of
God. For me the service was a
reminder as well of yet another
victory-for in turning my heart
back to my father, and his heart
back to me, the Lord had also
given me a new birth into
wholeness and a heritage.

Two months later I came to
work for New Wille. In a short
time my dad's prophetic blessing
has found its initial fulfillment:
every sentence I edit, every
phrase I write, "flows out to all
the ends of the earth" on the
pages of this magazine. And of
this one thing I am certain: with
Dad joining the crowd of wit-
nesses urging me on, I have set
my heart to see the fulfillment of
the rest of his prayer-that I
might press on until I can reach
up and touch the face of God.

Much more could be written
about the specific battles, the
defeats and victories, my father
and I experienced as we strug-
gled to establish a right relation-
ship. Yet it is enough to say that
the Lord took a seemingly hope-
less situation and in it kept His
promise to turn the heart of a fa-
ther to his son, and the heart of a
son to his father. I will always be
grateful to God for breaking the
curse of which Malachi spoke,
and grateful to the wise teachers
who years ago showed me my re-
bellion and my brokenness-
and pointed th~ way to obedi-
ence and restoration ....
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courage our readers to use this feature daily. both for per-
so/wi scripture study and family reading. Scriptures for this
month are from the book of Acts and deal with the universal
calling of the Church as expressed in its commission. birth.
and growth outtcard "to the ends of the earth. "

The Growth of the Church
I. The Birth of the Church

A. The commission of Jesus Acts 1:1-14 Nov. 1
B. The dav of Pentecost. Acts 2:1-13 Nov. 2
C. A mira~le and its consequences Acts 3:1-26 Nov. 3
D. Persecution and prayer of the saints Acts 4:1-31 Nov. 4
E. Growing church's righteous standard Acts 5:1-16 Nov. 5
F. "Jerusalem is filled with your teaching" Acts 5: 17-32 Nov. 6
G. Gamaliel: "If human, it will fail" Acts 5:33-41 Nov. 7

II. Persecution Leads to Expansion
A. Stephen Acts 6 & 7 Nov. 8
B. Philip Acts 8 Nov. 9
C. Paul's Conversion Acts 9: 1-31. Nov. 10

III. Peter and the Beginning of Gentile Christianity
A. Peter in western Palestine Acts 9:32-43 Nov. 11
B. Peter and Cornelius Acts 10:1-48 Nov. 12
C. Explanation of gentile conversion Acts 11:1-18 Nov. 13
D. The church in Antioch Acts 11:19-30 Nov. 14
E. Herod and the Church Acts 12:1-25 Nov. 15

IV. Paul's First Missionary Journey
A. Barnabas and Saul to Cyprus Acts 13:1-12 Nov. 16
B. Pisidian Antioch Acts 13:13-25 Nov. 17
C. Iconium, Lystra, Derbe Acts 14:1-28 Nov. 18
D. The council at Jerusalem Acts 15:1-29 Nov. 19

V. Paul's Later Journeys
A. Philippi Acts 16:6-40 Nov. 20
B. Thessalonica to Athens Acts 17:1-34 Nov. 21
C. Corinth Acts 18:1-17 Nov. 22
D. Ephesus Acts 18:18-28;19:1-20 Nov. 23

VI. Paul Plans to Go to Rome
A. Leaves Ephesus for Macedonia and Greece Acts 19:21-41;20:1-6 Nov. 24
B. Jerusalem journey and confrontation Acts 20:7-23:30 Nov. 25
C. Paul at Caesarea Acts 23:31-25:11 Nov. 26
D. Paul before Agrippa Acts 25:12-26:32 Nov. 27
E. Journey and shipwreck Acts 27: 1-44 Nov. 28
F. In Malta Acts 28:1-10 Nov. 29
G. Rome at last. Acts 28: 11-31 Nov. 30
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In Paul's epistle to the Ephesians, we find these words: "That
[God] would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be

strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; that
Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith" (Eph. 3:16). Or, as

another has translated, "That Christ may settle down and be at
home in your hearts by faith."

18

Without question
one of the most
remarkable Chris-
tian doctrines is

that Jesus Christ himself through
the presence of the Holy Spirit
will actually enter a heart, settle
down and be at home there.
Christ will make the human
heart his abode.

Our Lord said to his disci-

pIes, "If a man love me, he will
keep my words: and my Father
will love him, and we will come
unto him, and make our abode
with him" (In. 14:23). It was
difficult for them to understand
what he was saying. How was it
possible for him to make his
abode with them in this sense?

It is interesting that our Lord
used the same word here that he

gave them in the first of the four-
teenth chapter of John: "I go to
prepare a place for you ...
that where I am, ye may be
also." Our Lord was promising
his disciples that, just as he was
going to heaven to prepare a
place for them and would wel-
come them one day, now it
would be possible for them to
prepare a place for him in their
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hearts and he would come and
make his abode with them.

Thev could not understand
this. How could it be?

Then came Pentecost. The
Spirit of the living Christ was
given to the church and they
understood. God did not dwell
in Herod's temple in Jerusaleml
God did not dwell in a temple
made with hands; but now,
through the miracle of the out-
poured Spirit, God would dwell
in human hearts. The bodv of
the believer would be the te~ple
of the living God and the human
heart would be the home of Jesus
Christ. It is difficult for me to
think of a higher privilege than
to make for Christ a home in my
heart, to welcome, to serve, to
please, to fellowship with him
there. One evening that I shall
never forget, I invited him into
my heart. What an entrance he
madel It was not a spectacular
emotional thing, but very real.
It was at the very center of my
life. He came into the darkness
of my heart and turned on the
light. He built a fire in the cold
hearth and banished the chill.
He started music where there
had been stillness and he filled
the emptiness with his own lov-
ing, wonderful fellowship. I
have never regretted opening the
door to Christ and I never
will-not into eternityl

This, of course, is the first
step in making the heart Christ's
home. He has said, "Behold I
stand at the door and knock: if
any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and
he with me" (Rev. 3:20). If you
are interested in making your
life an abode of the living God,
let me encourage you to invite
Christ into your heart and he
will surely come.

After Christ entered my heart
and in the joy of that new-found
relationship, I said to him,
"Lord, I want this heart of mine
to be yours. I want to have you
settle down here and be perfect-
ly at home. Everything I have
belongs to you. Let me show you
around and introduce you to the
various features of the home that
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vou may be more comfortable
~nd that we may have fuller fel-
lowship together." He was very
glad to come, of course, and
happier still to be given a place
in the heart.

The Library
The first room was the

study-the library. Let us call it
the study of the mind. Now in
my hom~ this room of the mind
is a verv small room with verv
thick w~lls. But it is an impo;-
tant room. In a sense, it is the
control room of the house. He
entered with me and looked
around at the books in the
bookcase, the magazines upon
the table, the pictures on the
wall. As I followed his gaze I
became uncomfortable. Strange-
ly enough, I had not felt badly
about this before, but now that
he was there looking at these
things I was embarrassed. There
were some books there that his
eyes were too pure to behold.
There was a lot of trash and lit-
erature on the table that a Chris-
tian had no business reading and
as for the pictures on the wall-
the imagination and thoughts of
my mind-these were shameful.

I turned to him and said,
"Master, I know that this room
needs a radical alteration. Will
you help me make it what it
ought to be-to bring every
thought into captivity to you?"

"Surely!" he said. "Gladly
will I help you. That is one
reason I am here. First of all,
take all the things that you are
reading and seeing which are
not helpful, pure, good and
true, and throw them out! Now
put on the empty shelves the
books of the Bible. Fill the
library with Scriptures and med-
itate on them day and night. As
for the pictures on the wall, you
will have difficulty controlling
these images, but here is an aid."
He gave me a full-sized portrait
of himself. "Hang this centrally,"
He said, "on the wall of the
mind." I did and I have
discovered through the years
that when my thoughts are cen-
tered upon Christ himself, his
purity and power cause impure

imaginations to retreat. So he
has helped me to bring my
thoughts into captivity.

May I suggest to you if you
have difficultv with this little
room of the mind, that you bring
Christ in there. Pack it full with
the Word of God, meditate upon
it and keep before it ever the
immediate presence of the Lord
Jesus.

The Dining Room
From the study we went into

the dining room, the room of
appetites and desires. Now this
was a very large room. I spent a
good deal of time in the dining
room and much effort in satisfy-
ing my wants.

I said to him, "This is a very
commodious room and I am
quite sure you will be pleased
with what we serve here."

He seated himself at the table
with me and asked, "What is on
the menu for dinner?"

"Well," I said, "mv favorite
dishes: old bones, co'Tn husks,
sour cabbage, leeks, onions, and
garlic right out of Egypt." There
were the things I liked-worldly
fare. I suppose there was noth-
ing radically wrong in any par-
ticular item, but it was not the
food that should satisfy the life
of a real Christian. When the
food was placed before him, he
said nothing about it. However,
I observed that he did not eat it,
and I said to him, somewhat
disturbed, "Savior, you don't
care for the food that is placed
before you? What is the trouble?"

He answered, "I have meat to
eat that ye know not of. My meat
is to do the will of him that sent
me." He looked at me again and

Robert Boyd Munger was formerly a professor at
Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia. He is currently an associate pastor of
Menlo Park Presbyterian Church in Menlo Park,
California.
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said, "If ,'ou want food that real-
Iv satisfi~ you, seek the will of
the Father: not your own plea-
sures, not your own desires, not
your own satisfaction. Seek to
please me, and that food will sat-
isfv vou." And there about the
table' he gave me a taste of doing
God's will. What a flavor! There
is no food like it in all the world.
It alone satisfies. Everything else
is dissatisfying in the end.

Now if Christ is in your
heart, and I trust he is, what

kind of food are you serving him
and what kind of food are you
eating yourself? Are you living
for the lust of the flesh and the
pride of life-selfishly? Or are
you choosing God's will for your
meat and drink?

The Drawing Room
We walked next into the

drawing room. This room was
rather intimate and comfortable.
I liked it. It had a fireplace,
overstuffed chairs, a bookcase,
sofa and a quiet atmosphere.

He also seemed pleased with
it. He said, "This is indeed a
delightful room. Let us come
here often. It is secluded and
quiet and we can have fellow-
ship together."

Well, naturally, as a young
Christian I was thrilled. I could
not think of anything I would

rather do than have a few min-
utes apart with Christ in in-
timate comradeship.

He promised, "I will be here
every morning early. Meet with
me here and we will start the
day together." So, morning after
morning, I would come down-
stairs to the drawing room and
he would take a book of the Bi-
ble from the bookcase. He would
open it and then we would read
together. He would tell me of its
riches and unfold to me its

truths. He would make my heart
warm as he revealed his love and
his grace toward me. They were
wonderful hours together. In
fact, we called the drawing
room the "withdrawing room."
It was a period when we had our
quiet time together.

But little by little, under the
pressure of many responsibili-
ties, this time began to be short-
ened. Why, I don't know, but I
thought I was just too busy to
spend time with Christ. This
was not intentional, you under-
stand; it just happened that way.
Finally, not only was the time
shortened, but I began to miss a
day now and then. It was exami-
nation time at the university.
Then it was some other urgent
emergency. I would miss it two
days in a row and often more.

I remember one morning

when I was in a hurry, rushing
down the steps, eager to be on
mv wav.

" As "I passed the drawing
room, the door was ajar. Look-
ing in I saw a fire in the fireplace
and the Lord was sitting there.
Suddenly in dismay, I thought to
myself, "He was my guest. I had
invited him into my heart! He
had come as Lord of my home.
And yet here I am neglecting
him," I turned and went in.
With downcast glance I said,
"Blessed Master, forgive me.
Have you been here all these
mornings?"

"Yes," he said, "I told you I
would be here every morning to
meet with you." Then I was
even more ashamed. He had
been faithful in spite of my
faithlessness. I asked his forgive-
ness and he readily forgave me
as he does when we are truly
penitent.

He said, "The trouble with
you is this: You have been think-
ing of the quiet time, of the Bi-
ble study and prayer time, as a
factor in your own spiritual
progress, but you have forgotten
that this hour means something
to me also. Remember, I love
you. I have redeemed you at a
great cost. I desire your fellow-
ship. Now," he said, "do not
neglect this hour if only for my
sake. Whatever else may be your
desire, remember I want your
fellowshipl"

You know, the truth that
Christ wants my fellowship, that
he loves me, wants me to be with
him, wants to be with me and
waits for me, has done more to
transform my quiet time with
God than any other single fact.
Don't let Christ wait alone in the
drawing room of your heart, but
every day find some time when,
with the Word of God and in
prayer, you may fellowship with
him.

The Workshop
Before long he asked, "Do

you have a workshop in your
home?" Down in the basement
of the home of my heart I had a
workbench and some equip-
ment, but I was not doing much
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with it. Once in a while I would
go down and fuss around with a
few little gadgets. but I wasn't
producing anything substantial
or worthwhile.

I led him down there.
He looked over the work-

bench and what little talents
and skills I had. He said, "This is
quite well furnished. What are
you producing with your life for
the Kingdom of God?" He looked
at one or two of the little tovs
that I had thrown together ~n
the bench and he held one up to
me. "Are these little toys all that
you are producing in your Chris-
tian life?"

"Well," I said, "Lord, that is
the best I can do. I know it isn't
much and I really want to do
more, but after all, I have no
skill or strength."

"Would vou like to do
better?" he as'ked.

"Certainly," I replied.
"All right. Let me have your

hands. Now relax in me and let
my Spirit work through you. I
know you are unskilled and
clumsy and awkward, but the
Spirit is the Master-worker and
if he controls your hands and
your heart he will work through
you." And so, stepping around
behind me and putting his great,
strong hands over mine, control-
ling thc tools with his skillful
fingers, he began to work
through me.

There's much more that I
must still learn and I am verv far
from satisfied with the pro'duct
that is being turned out, but I do
know that whatever has been
produced for God has been
through his strong hand and
through the power of his Spirit
in me.

Do not become discouraged
because you cannot do much for
God. Your ability is not the
fundamental condition. It is he
who is controlling your fingers
and upon whom you are relying.
Give your talents and gifts to
God and he will do things with
them that will surprise you.

The Rumpus Room
I remember the time he in-

quired about the playroom. I

NEWWINE

was hoping he would not ask me
about that. There were certain
associations and friendships. ac-
tivities and amusements that I
wanted to keep for myself. I did
not think Christ would enjoy
them or approve of them. so I
evaded the question.

But there came an evening
when I was leaving to join some
companions-I was in college at
the time-and as I was about to
cross the threshold, he stopped
me with a glance. "Are you go-
ing out?"

I answered, "Yes."
"Good," he said, "1 would

like to go with you."
"Oh," I replied rather awk-

wardlv. "1 don't think, Lord,
that y~u would really want to go
with us. Let's go out tomorrow
night. Tomorrow night we will
go to a praycr meeting, but to-
night I have another appoint-
ment."

He said, "That's all right.
Only I thought when I came into
your home we were going to do
everything together. \ Ve were
going to be partners. I want you
to know that I am willing to go
with vou."

",\Tell," I said, "we will go
some place together tomorrow
night."

But that evening I spent some
miserable hours. I felt wretched.
What kind of a friend was I to
Christ, when I was deliberately
leaving him out of my associa-
tions, doing things and going
places that I knew very well he
would not enjoy? When I re-
turned that evening, there was a
light in his room and I went up
to talk it over with him. I said,
"Lord, I have learned m\.lesson.
I cannot have a good ti~e with-
out you. We will do everything
together from now on."

Then we went down into the
rumpus room of the house and
he transformed it. He brought
into life real joy, real happiness,
real satisfaction, real friendship.
Laughter and music have been
ringing in the house ever since.

That Hall Closet
There is just one more matter

that I might share with you. One

Tips for Fathers

One of Dad's jobs is to give
each member a place in
the family. At home I had

a place at the table for meals and
games. It was my place. Later I
also learned that it was my place
to bring in stove wood and still
later to milk the cows. Dad showed
me my place in the family. While
I did not always like it, I came to
realize that I had a place. I was
needed and I belonged.

- Vernon Simpson

"TipS for Fathers" are excerpts from Fathergram.
If you would like to be added to their mailing list.
write: Fathergram, P.O. Box Z, Mobile. AL36616.

day I found him waiting for me
at the door. There was an ar-
resting look in his eye. He said to
me as I entered, "There is a pecu-
liar odor in the house. There is
something dead around here. It's
upstairs. I think it is in the hall
closet." As soon as he said the
words, I kncw what he was talk-
ing about. Yes, there was a small
hall closet up there on the land-
ing, just a few feet square, and in
that closet behind lock and key I
had one or two little personal
things that I did not want any-
bodv to know about and certain-
Iv I'did not want Christ to see. I
knew they were dead and rotting
things. And yet I loved them, and
I wanted them so for myself that
I was afraid to admit they were
there. I went up the stairs with
him and as we mounted, the odor
became stronger and stronger.
He pointed at the door and said,
"It's in there! Some dead thing!"

I was angry. That's the only
way I can put it. I had given him
access to the library, the dining
room, the drawing room, the
workshop, the rumpus room, and
now he was asking me about a
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little two-by-four closet. I said
inwardly. uThis is too much. I
am not going to give him the
key."

"Well," he said, reading my
thoughts, "if you think I am go-
ing to stay up here on the second
floor with this odor, you are mis-
taken. I will take mv bed out on
the back porch. I'm ~ertainly not
going to put up with that." And I
saw him start down the stairs.

\Vhen you have come to know
and love Christ, the worst thing
that can happen is to sense his
fellowship retreating from you. I
had to surrender. ''I'll give you
the key," I said sadly, "but you'll
have to open the closet. You'll
have to clean it out. I haven't the
strength to do it."

"I know," he said. "I know

,'You cannot be a victorious
Christian in your own

strength .... Let me do it
through you and for you."

you haven't. Just give me the key.
Just authorize me to take care of
that closet and I will." So, with
trembling fingers I passed the key
over to him. He took it from my
hand, walked over to the door,
opened it, entered it, took out all
the putrefying stuff that was rot-
ting there and threw it away.
Then he cleansed the closet,
painted it, fixed it up, doing it all
in a moment's time. Oh, what
victory and release to have that
dead thing out of my life!

Transferring the Title
Then a thought came to me. I

said to myself, "I have been try-
ing to keep this heart of mine
clear for Christ. I start on one
room and no sooner have I
cleaned that then another room is
dirty. I begin on the second room
and the first room becomes dustv
again. I am so tired and weary
trying to maintain a clean heart
and an obedient life. I just am
not up to it'" So I ventured a
question: "Lord, is there any

chance that you would take o\'er
the responsibility of the whole
house and operate it for me and
with me just as you did that
closet? Would you take the re-
sponsibility to keep my heart
what it ought to be and my life

li
r

where it ought to be?"
I could see his face light up as

he replied, "Certainly, that is
what I came to do. You cannot
be a victorious Christian in your
own strength. That is impossi-
ble. Let me do it through you
and for you. That is the way.
But," he added slowly, "I am
not owner of this house. I am
just a guest. I have no authority
to proceed since the property is
not mine."

I saw it in a minute and drop-
ping to my knees, I said, "Lord,
you have been a guest, and I
have been the host. From now
on I am going to be the servant.

You are going to be the Lord."
Running as fast as I could to the
strong box. I took out the title
deed to the house describing its
assets and liabilities. its situation
and condition. Then returning
to him, I eagerly signed it over

~.

to belong to him alone for time
and eternity. "Here," I said,
"here it is, all that I am and have
forever. Now you run the house.
I'll just remain with you as
houseboy and friend."

He t~ok my life that day and
I can give you my word, there is
no better way to live the Chris-
tian life. He knows how to keep
it in shape and deep peace settles
down on the soul. May Christ
settle down and be at home in
your heart as Lord of all .....

Reprinted by permission from HIS, stu-
dent magazine of Inter- Varsity Christian
Fellowship @ 1957.
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Why Are You Doing
What You Are Doing?

by Dick Leggatt

24

Once a young mother
was preparing a
special ham supper

for a family gather-
ing which was to include all the
relatives. The first job on her list
was to prepare the ham for cook-
ing. Taking the opportunity to
give her young daughter some
cooking tips, the mother said,

"Now, whenever you cook a ham,
always slice it in half first, and
then cook each half in a separate
pan." Her daughter asked inno-
cently, "Why do you cut it in
half and cook it in two pans,
Mommy? The pan you have is
big enough to hold it." A little
puzzled herself by the question,
the mother replied, "I don't real-

Iy know the reason for doing it
this way. It's just the way my
mother taught me."

Later when the little girl's
grandmother arrived for the
family meal, the young home-
maker took her aside and asked,
"Mother, is there a reason for
slicing the ham and cooking it in
two separate pans?" Her mother
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replied, "There's probably a
good reason, but I don't know it.
~Iy mother is the one who taught
me to do it that way. Why don't
we ask her?" So together they
went into the living room, and
asked "Great Grandma" the rea-
son for cooking the ham that
way. "It's simple:' she an-
swered. "1 never had a pan big
enough to cook a whole ham, so
I always had to slice it in two to
fit it in the pans I had'"

Do you ever ask yourself why
you are doing the things you are
doing? What is the motivation
behind the things we do? Lately
I have realized that much of
what we do in our Christian
lives we do without good reason.
Perhaps we talk a certain way
and use certain phrases because
"that's the way a Christian is
supposed to sound when he
talks," or simply because we
have learned certain traits from
those who have been influential
in our lives. In terms of the
minor habits and activities of
our daily living it is relatively
harmless and incidental if we
don't know why we do what we
do. However, in terms of God's
ultimate purpose for our lives,
there is cause for concern if we
don't know why we are doing
what we are doing.

In view of that concern, we
need to examine regularly what
we are doing and why we are
doing it. The basic question is,
am I doing this because it is the
will of God for me to do it? If we
can't answer Yes, then we mav
be doing the \~Tong thing ..

Is This God's Will?
Most Christians, if asked whv

they are doing what they d~,
would give a variety of re-
sponses: "It just worked out that
way"; "\Ve enjoy it"; "It 'feels'
right for us"; "All the circum-
stances lined up to indicate that
we should do this." But all those
responses are inadequate com-
pared to "1 am doing this be-
cause I believe it is the will of
God for me."

Recently I was talking with a
couple who were struggling with
doubts about their occupational,
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geographical and spiritual place-
ment. When I asked whv the\'
doubted that their present situ~-
tion was right for them, they
cited several legitimate prob-
lems and misgivings, adding
that they just didn't "feel good"
about their circumstances. Un-
derstandably, all of this taken
together was making them won-
der whether a change were due,
so their intention was to scout
around and see whether things
might work out better else-
where. But inevitably, one so-
bering question arose: "\Vhat if
things don't work out in the next
situation, either?" The bottom
line of our discussion-the pri-
mary issue-was this: Is it God's
will for you to be where you are,
doing what you are doing? If so,
regardless of discouraging cir-
cumstances, you are in the right
place.

Finding and fulfilling God's
will for us is a personal issue
each of us must ultimatelv settle.
Although circumstances 'can fill
a supplementary role in guid-
ance, confirming \"hat we think
God is saying to us, the primary
issue-trusting that we are do-
ing what we are doing because
first and foremost it is God's will
for us-must be settled. Other-
wise, circumstances will toss us
about on a sea of uncertaintv,
where one moment (when things
are going well) we are certain
we are in the center of God's will
for us, and the next (when prob-
lems surround us) we are just as
certain we have missed God. If
the apostle Paul had relied upon
this kind of "confirmation," he
would have complained bitterly
as he sat, hands and feet in
chains, in the Philippian jail-
instead of singing hymns of
praise preparing the way for the
jailer and all his family to be
brought into the Kingdom of
God.

As Christians we must posi-
tion ourselves through prayer,
fasting, and study of the Bible
and Christian teaching in such a
way that we will hear God, re-
spond properly to His word, and
put His plan for us into action in
our lives. Everything we do

should be based on what we see
as God's will for us. Energy ex-
pended doing things which are
not in God's will is wasted en-
ergy, leading only to futile and

The danger of apparent suc-
cess (or success in the eyes
of men only) is that it can be
misinterpreted as God's own
affirmation of our activities.

fruitless activity which amounts
to failure in G~d's sight.

The True Gauge of Success
We might be amazed if we

could see which of our activities
-even our "religious" activi-
ties-God disapproves of because
they are performed apart from
His will for us. I remember the
excitement of conferences I have
attended in the past which drew
crowds in the thousands. At the
time I felt the numbers alone un-
doubtedh' constituted success in
God's ey~. But I must ask myself
in retrospect, "What was really
accomplished in some of those
meetings?" Despite their ap-
parent "success" in terms of size,
the painful truth is that often
very little was accomplished.

Recently I was sobered to re-
alize that it is possible for New
Wine Magazine to be regarded
as successful in the world's eyes
but as a failure in God's eyes if it
does not accomplish what He in-
tends. True success for New
Wine is not getting "rave
reviews'" Rather, it is first
fulfilling the purpose of God for
the publication itself, and

Dick Leggatt is a graduate oj the University oj
Pittsburgh with a bachelor's degree in English
Literature. For the past Jive years he has been
the Managing Editor oj New Wine Magazine.
Dick and his wiJe, Cindi, reside with their three
sons in Mobile, Alabama.
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in point that it is better to do
God's will-regardless of the
implications-than to shrink
back from what He has asked
of us.

5. Am I acting on God's
revealed will? Is God's will be-
ing tangibly expressed by good
fruit produced in my life?

If we cannot answer these
questions to our own satisfac-
tion, it is a good indication that
we need to draw closer to the
Lord, earnestly asking Him to
reveal His will for us. All the
prosperity, "success" and plea-
sure we could possibly attain is
no substitute for the one essen-
tial need of every Christian-the
assurance that what he is doing
is God's will for him.

secondly helping our readers
come to a place where they can
hear God speak to them person-
ally, respond to His voice and
take tangible steps to apply His
will in their daily lives. Such
success often cannot be seen or
measured, but it is nonetheless
the only real success, since it is
success in God's eyes. The dan-
ger of apparent success (or suc-
cess in the eyes of men only) is
that it can be misinterpreted as
God's own affirmation of our ac-
tivities. Such a misinterpretation
may prompt us simply to perpet-
uate a "successful" system which
has "the form of godliness [and
godly success], but denying the
power thereof' (2 Tim. 3:5).
Success, then, boils down to one
basic issue: finding and follow-
ing God's will, and helping
others to do the same.

Basic Checklist
Because it is vital that we be

moving in the center of God's
will for our lives, we should
regularly evaluate what we are

Remember: Friday, November 6, is a
national day of prayer and fasting.
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working to accomplish to make
sure it is the right investment of
our time, our energy and our
very lives. Here are some basic
questions we can ask ourselves in
that regard:

1. Am I doing what I am do-
ing with my life because I
believe it is God's will for me?
Or have I simply allowed cir-
cumstances to determine the
course of my life?

2. Am I in the location. ;ob
and spiritual family where I
am because I know God has
called me to be there? As the
saying goes, "If God has called
you to be in Dallas, Texas,
you can't be righteous in
Trenton, New Jersey." Jonah
was certainly a prime exam-
ple of this principle when he
refused to go to Nineveh and
ended up instead in the belly
of a fish.

3. What has God primarily
called me to do with my life?
What is His priority for me in
terms of the gifts and abilities
he has given me?

4. Are there some things I
know God has told me to do
that I am unwilling or afraid
to do? Again, Jonah is a case

Being a "Father-Pleaser"
In realitv, the needs and con-

cerns facing each of us are rather
basic. We all want to be fulfilled
and satisfied in our family life,
our occupation, our relation-
ships with others and with the
Lord. Bevond those essentials,
each of ~s needs to know that
there is a reason for what he is
doing, a purpose for his exis-
tence. In spiritual terms, we
would call this a vision-with-
out which, the Bible warns us,
we will perish. The fulfillment
of all these basic requirements
by godly means amounts to suc-
cess in life, a goal that all of us
desire to achieve.

Such success comes as we po-
sition ourselves to perceive God's
purpose for us individually, re-
sponding properly to it by work-
ing it out tangibly in our lives.
As exemplified by Jesus, the
deepest satisfaction for us can
onlv come when we know that
we' "do always those things
which please the Father"-re-
gardless of the implications or
the consequences. If we continu-
ally stay in that posture, we will
have the joy and confidence that
comes from knowing that we are
doing what we are doing, not
because it "seems good" or "feels
right," but because we know it is
the will of the Father. "'"
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(Don Basham.
continued from page 13)

failed at other times, but he
could always say, "I don't know
much abo~t an'ything else, but
I'll tell you one thing: there was
a time when I walked on the
water." We all need that kind of
testimony.

Walking through trials in our

own walk of faith teaches us to
appreciate the Lord's faithful-
ness. \Ve all need our own ad-
ventures of faith in God. We,
too, need to believe God and
step out and receive from God
those things that only God can
provide. Otherwise, we will
never achieve the norm God in-
tends for us: living the life which

Jesus lived-perfectly blending
the natural and the superna-
tural. God wants us to live that
kind of life, and God wants to
answer our prayer, just as He
answered Peter's cry, to live by a
power beyond our own ....
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The cry in the hearts of many Christian men and women today is for teaching that addresses the. relationship be.
tween Christian faith and work. We want to inform our New Wine readers of a newsletter which w1ll speak to that
deep need.

BusinessGram is a monthly publication that w1llprovide sound, practical business advice based upon the prin.
ciples of the Kingdom of God. It w1ll examine a wide variety of pertinent issues that affect each of us, including:

- The Christian work ethic
- Starting and maintaining small businesses
- Labor relations
- Management tips
- Investment programs and budgeting
- Book reviews
- Tax and legal advice
- Business in the 80's
- Biblical economics

What makes BusinessGram unique is its distinctively biblical approach to matters of finance and work. The goal
of BusinessGram is to enlighten, inform, and guide men and women through the complex maze of business concerns
so that they can be faithful stewards of what God has entrusted to them.

"BusinessGram is an idea whose time has come. For so long I have searched for a practical newsletter that in-
tegrates my faith with my calling in business."

Gregory J. Jackson, President of Century Marketing Company

"I am glad to see BusinessGram examine business and economic issues, because they are critical to the person
who must produce, pay taxes and tithe."

Charles Simpson, Chairman of the Board of New Wine Magazine

To obtain a sample copy with subscription information, write:
BusinessGram
P.O. Box 21
Bowling Green, OH 43402

We at New Wine are pleased to see this vital ministry emerging, and we wholeheartedly recommend it to our
readers, particularly men and women in the business world, to help them better fulfill God's calling for them in
business.



Jesus gave a strong and
direct call for personal

prayer in word and
example, as well as a call

to communal and
eucharistic prayer. All
are needed for the full
relationship with Him

that He desires.

Jesus, who had the most
intimate relationship
with the Father possible
and the most unbroken
communion, except when

it was willingly sacrificed as He
tasted desolation and death for
us, set a conspicuous example of
slipping away to spend time
alone with the Father, even
whole nights, and directed His
followers to do the same. \Ve see
also how He desires those follow-
ing Him to be close to Him, to

give Him support and personal
friendship.

\Vhen you pray go to your
room and close the door and
vour Father who hears vou
in secret will reward )'ou
(Mt. 6:5).

Could you not watch with me
one hour? (Mt. 26:40).

The decision to enter into the
deeper relationship with Him
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that is being offered must in-
volve the decision to spend time
regularly. daily. in personal
prayer. In order for the decision
to be effective. it has to be con-
cretized as to time and place. In
fact. wisely choosing the time
and place is usually a process
that takes awhile to be satisfac-
torily concluded, and is itself
half the battle.

The Right Time and Place
Finding the right time is go-

ing to take some thought and
some consultation with those we
live and work with. Generally,
it seems best to choose a daily
time for personal prayer as one
of the first things in the morn-
ing: For some. however, this is
not desirable or possible. For
some, scheduling the prayer
time into the lunch hour seems
to be best: for others. some eve-
ning hour: for some. the hours
must vary from day to day, but
if a daily prayer time is not
scheduled for each of these days.
it almost certainly will not hap-
pen regularly, if at all. A real
estate man I know gets up early
in the morning to pray: an aero-
space engineer prays and reads
Scripture on his lunch hour: a
production manager of a com-
puting firm prays after the
children are in bed at night.

The multiplicity of demands
on our time and attention is such
that if we do not put a priority
on spending time alone with the
Lord each dav we are not likelv
to do it. Som~ have a reluctanc~
to schedule because it seems "un-
spontaneous." But if we consider
any other important relation-
ship, we realize that when it be-
comes serious it passes from the
spontaneous (and haphazard) to

Ralph Martin is a coordinator oj The Word oj
God. an ecumenical Christian community in Ann
Arbor. l'vlichigan. He also serves as a member oj
the International Council. which directs the
work oj the International Catholic Charismatic
Renewal OJJice in Rome. Ralph has written sev-
eral books, including Hungry for God and Hus-
bands, Wives, Parents, Children. He presently
resides in AIl1I Arbor with his wiJe, Anne, and
their Jour children.
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the committed and scheduled. If
two people want to become more
than mere acquaintances. they
need to agree on definite times
and places to get together. If
parents of a growing family want
to regularly spend time together.
they must schedule it. plan on it
and arrange for baby-sitting.
Romantic ideas about sponta-
neity are just that: romantic and
not realistic. There is plenty of
room for spontaneity within the
framework of a committed rela-
tionship with regular times
scheduled to be spent together.
There can be extra times to-
gether. unplanned and spon-
taneous. There can be sponta-
neity within the regular times.
But if there is no base of commit-
ted regular time together, there is
not going to be much of a rela-
tionship. There may have been
another age and time when the
multiplicity of demands and sen-
sory overload was not such as it is
today (there may not have been,
either!): but today if we do not
make commitments and guaran-
tee their fulfillment by sched-
uling time for them, we allow
our life to be ruled by whoever or
whatever grabs us first. That is
frequently not the Lord. A sched-
ule that works is a gift from the
Lord. and an expression of His
wisdom and love. Taking time to
carefully work one out as regards
personal prayer (as well as our
other important responsibilities)
can do a great deal to solidify our
relationship with Him. If your
first schedule does not work, do
not become discouraged. It is
well worth working on the right
one for years, if necessary; it is
that important

Finding the right place is also
important, although not usually
quite as difficult as finding the
right time. It should be a place
where we are comfortable (not
too hot or cold); a place without
a lot of distractions; a place
where we will not be inter-
rupted; a place where we can sit
or stand or walk or kneel, as the
Spirit may lead us; a place where
we can sing or dance as well as
remain silent. If the ideal place
does not exist, get the best you

can. and God will honor it.
As seemingly mundane as

considerations of time and place
are. working them out satisfac-
torily can solve a lot of spiritual
problems.

A Simple Structure
Some feel that any question

of method is irrelevant when the
Holy Spirit has been released in
their lives. They feel that prayer
"comes naturally" and there is
no need for instruction. Most
people, however, even though
they are experiencing a renewed
or new life with God in the Holv
Spirit, run into problems and
questions in prayer and are not
satisfied with their progress.
Half the battle, but only half, is
regularizing the daily time and
place of prayer. Many other
problems flow from ignorance of
how to spend a profitable prayer
time. Most people by tempera-
ment and natural ability are not
capable of, or easily interested
in, the rigorously constructed
systems of meditation that ear-
lier generations were raised on.
With the fuller release of the Ho-
ly Spirit in people's lives, the
same rigor is not always quite
appropriate or even helpful.

I would like to suggest a
prayer time with a simple struc-
ture that allows a great deal of
variety and response to the
Spirit's leadings, yet gives
enough form so that one is not at
a loss when times of dryness
come. This kind of structure
comes naturally to some, but by
no means to all. Even those
praying in this way spontane-
ously can find help in becoming
conscious of what they are doing
and why, both for the inevitable
days of testing ahead, and to
learn to share their good fortune
and help others into a regular
life of personal prayer.

Spiritual Reading
It is the united witness of

Christians from all centuries
that personal prayer should be
supported by regularly reading
Scripture and other books that
reveal something of God and
give us a desire to know and love
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This surgery will be pretty risky-make sure Mr. Brown's account is paid in full beforehand.

, I

Him more. Spiritual reading is
not necessarily study. It does not
aim at knowing fo~ the sake of
knowing, or knowing for the
sake of doing something. In one
sense anything can serve to draw
us closer to God, and it has be-
come fashionable to talk about
the daily newspaper as our
spiritual reading. The news-
paper may occasionally or
secondarily perform that func-
tion, but that is not its primary
purpose. Prayerfully reading the
Scriptures, listening for the
word of the Lord, is spiritual
reading. Reading the biography
of a great man or woman of
God, with the primary purpose
of learning how to serve God
better and love Him more, and
being inspired to that end, is
spiritual reading. Reading about
collegiality in the Church or the
formation of parish councils, or
the scholarly attempts to sort out
the diverging resurrection narra-
tives, while helpful and impor-
tant, are not spiritual reading in
the sense we are using.

When people speak about
their "prayer time," they are
often referring to the time they
spend in spiritual reading as well
as in prayer. Since the two are so
closely related, this is an accept-
able way of speaking if we are
clear about how the two work
together and the distinction be-
tween the two. The danger, of
course, in associating the two so
closely under the title of "prayer
time" is that we may spend more
of the time reading and thinking
than we are praying. Let us for
our purposes accept the designa-
tion "prayer time" as referring
to both our spiritual reading and
our explicit prayer and see how
they can work together.

An ancient method of prayer
and spiritual reading consists in
slowly and prayerfully reading a
passage from Scripture, pausing
again to let prayer develop from
that, alternating for the whole
prayer time. The regularity of
the reading guards from distrac-
tions, and the freedom to move to
prayer as the Spirit leads gives
the necessary freedom. It is a
method of working prayer and

NEWWINE

spiritual reading together that
many have found helpful and that
has produced real holiness ....

Another way of combining
spiritual reading and prayer
would be to spend the first half
of our prayer period in spiritual
reading, and the second half in
prayer, or vice versa. This
would allow a fuller develop-
ment of the prayer response in
praise, worship, petition, silence
or whatever.

If we have a prayer time of a
half hour, fifteen minutes could
be devoted to spiritual reading,
fifteen to prayer. If we have an
hour prayer time, half an hour
could be devoted to reading,
half to prayer. This is a good
rule of thumb but it should be
considered a rough guide rather
than a law. Some days we may
spend our whole prayer time in
prayer, depending on how the
Spirit is leading. Some people
may regularly spend less time
reading than praying. I would
doubt the wisdom of spending
the whole time in reading, ex-
cept on very rare occasions. The
danger is that spiritual reading
becomes a substitute for prayer.
It is imperative that whatever
method we use we put the book
down and turn to the Lord di-
rectlyl Reading is an aid, not a
substitute ....

I am not prepared to suggest

by Mark Pie'

an order in which the different
elements of prayer should occur
in our prayer times-vocal praise
first, then silent adoration, etc.
But I would like to indicate some
of the elements that should be
regularly represented in our
prayer, not because we decide
they should be represented, but
because they are things the
Spirit regularly strives to do in
each of us.

Praise
Frequently the Spirit strives

to move us to praise. One of the
outstanding characteristics of
the charismatic renewal, one of
the main effects of the baptism
of the Spirit is that it releases in
us a Spirit of praise of God. I
have heard countless people tes-
tify to the way they praised God
from their hearts for the first
time. Prayers of praise are found
throughout the Scriptures and
our liturgical services, but how
seldom are they prayed from the
heart. Glory to God for the
freedom to praise Him! It is
good to praise the Lord even
when we do not feel like it; feel-
ings sometimes follow our prais-
ing from our will. Sometimes be-
ginning to pray in tongues can
free in us the Spirit of praise and
worship.

Praise can be silent or vocal.
Oftentimes I find it helpful to
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walk around mv office where I
pray, clapping' my hands and
singing. Singing in tongues is a
great way of praising God that
the Spirit gives ....

Freedom in expressing our
praise to God is important:
scarcely ever will it be exactly
the same as it was the day
before. I would think that every
day in our prayer time we
should have some time of prais-
ing the Lord, whether we feel
like it or not. I would suspect
that there will be prayer times
when that is all we will do the
whole time-we will not even
have time for reading. How
good God is, how good it is to
praise Himl

Silent Adoration
Sometimes after praising the

Lord, or before or during, it
seems right just to be silent and
aware of the Lord's presence. It is
good to be silent before the Lord.

The Spirit blows where He
wills, but it helps to have

our bearings.

Sometimes that is what the Spirit
is doing in us. To try to pray out
loud at that time would be griev-
ing Him. Sometimes we may be
silent for the whole prayer
period, not in the dead silence of
vacuity, or sleep, but in the full
silence of awareness of Him.

For God alone, my soul waits
in silence (Ps. 62: 1).

Be still and know that I am
God (Ps. 46: 10).

Recently I had an experience
that remarkably illustrated how
the Spirit leads us at times sim-
ply to be still and know that He
is God. I had come into work in
the morning and wasn't feeling
very well at all. I had a head-
ache and felt nauseous. Yet I
knew I should attempt my regu-

lar prayer time anyway. But the
sound of voices in animated con-
versation from adjoining offices
made it almost impossible to
concentrate, on top of feeling ill,
so I went to a nearby storeroom
and brought in a cha'ir to sit and
pray. But I could hardly hold
my head up straight it hurt so
much, so I leaned forward on to
a carton and just rested it there.
I could scarcely think straight
for the tiredness and the pain
but somehow deep in my being I
tried to turn to God and just
point in His direction, as it were.
As I did so, I began to sense that
He was there, that He was coming
to me and filling me up. In a few
minutes, as I held very still, in-
creasingly aware of Him, not
moving, or able to say words,
not really having the strength to
pray, He seemed to comfort me
with His Spirit and presence and
in a few more minutes the pain
had gone away, the headache
and nausea were gone, the tired-
ness was gone, and I was able to
joyfully praise Him and sing in
the Spirit. This has happened
before and since, and it seems to
be one of the ways the Lord
teaches me about holding still
and being silent, and letting
Him be God.

Conviction
Sometimes the Spirit will

cause us to become aware of
something in our life that He
wants us to take note of. Some-
times He uses our prayer time to
make us aware of something that
is not right. Perhaps an offense
against a brother that we must
make right. Perhaps a funda-
mental thing that pervades our
life and is hard to see because we
are so much involved in it.
Perhaps something that needs to
change in our priorities or
schedule, or something that
needs to change in our relation-
ship to our wife or children or
co-workers. The Spirit is striving
to bring forth in us the fullness
of the new creation and will be
showing us things that need to
be changed. We must be open to
this work of His. Sometimes take
some time in prayer just to ask

Him to show you things, and
consider your life before Him.
asking fo~ light. .

A few years ago, for example,
I was praying and I began to
have a strong sense that I ought
to reflect on my relationship
with my wife. The particular
area was an area in which I was
frequently impatient with her. I
felt the Lord was giving me a
sense, through His Spirit, that it
was never helpful or loving to be
impatient in the particular situa-
tion, and that I needed to resolve
not to respond like that again.
That made a major difference in
my response in certain situations
and resulted in a real change.
Things like that periodically
happen, and we need to be alert
and listen when the Lord speaks
to us like this.

Intercession
The Spirit will lead us in our

prayer to pray for needs that we
and others have. Sometimes our
whole prayer time will be taken
up with this. At other times the
Spirit will not let us intercede,
but directs us simply to praise.

Revelation
Sometimes the Spirit will re-

veal to us a new insight into
Christian truth, something about
the crucifixion or the second
coming, or the forgiveness of sins,
or our Father, or about Himself.
It may come from reading, it
may come directly in prayer; we
should let it come, receive it,
mull over it, let it bring life to us.
Truths given in this manner are a
special work of the Holy Spirit
and make more difference in our
lives than several theology
courses on the subject. The Spir-
it, as Jesus promised, will lead us
into all truth, and recall and
make vivid to our minds what
Jesus has said. Carry this new
truth around with you all day,
and all night, and all week; re-
joice in it, thank God for it, share
it with others.

I recall a few months before
getting married, sitting on the
floor in my room praying and
getting a distinct sense that the
Lord was showing me that my
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life from now on needed to be
based on perfect unity with Him
and perfect unity with my wife.
He gave me a clear sense that
this was to be the basis out of
which my life would be fruitful.
Since then I've found this "reve-
lation," which is how I experi-
enced it, bearing very good fruit
in my life and proving to be ab-
solutely true.

I remember also a few months
before that, sitting on the same
floor praying, and thinking over
a talk I was going to give to some
college students on the basic
Christian message, when all of a
sudden the Spirit began to give
me a new understanding of the
Trinity-the "revelation" of
which has continued to be very
important in my personal life
and how I experience God.

I believe the Lord wants to
reveal truths about Himself and
ourselves to all of us. We need to
be prepared to "pay attention"
when His Spirit begins to "lead
us into all truth" On. 16:13).

NEW WINE

Rejoicing
Rejoicing can be a part of the

elements of prayer already men-
tioned, particularly praise, but
it also can be a distinct prayer of
its own. Being glad about what
God has done, what God is do-
ing, what God will do, who He
is, and His mercy to us, is a form
of prayer and is to be yielded to
freely. Sometimes I walk around
my office just rejoicing and
thanking and praising; some-
times I walk down the street re-
joicing. This is what Saint Paul
tells us to do, not because it is a
good idea but because we have
every reason to "rejoice always."
That is what the Spirit some-
times enables us to do in a
special way in prayer.

In that same hour he rejoiced
in the Holy Spirit and said, "I
thank thee, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, that thou
hast hidden these things from
the wise and understanding
and revealed them to babes;

yea, Father, for such was thy
gracious will. All things have
been delivered to me by my
Father; and no one knows
who the Son is except the
Father, or who the Father is
except the Son and anyone to
whom the Son chooses to re-
veal him" (Lk. 10:21-22).

The method of personal prayer
that I am suggesting is very sim-
ple. It involves a simple under-
standing of prayer and reading,
and a reasonably balanced, al-
though not absolute, framework
for using them together; a rea-
sonable understanding of the
variety we can expect to experi-
ence in prayer; and a reliance on
the Holy Spirit to lead us to the
length and manner of prayer that
is best at a particular time. The
Spirit blows where He wills, but
it helps to have our bearings.

From the book Hungry for God by Ralph Martin. @1974 by
Ralph Martin. Published by Doubleday and Co., Inc.
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PAK58 Above Three Tapes $13.35

CS67 $4.95

ROOTED IN THE
PURPOSES OF GOD
by Charles Simpson
The Lord desires that His

people, represented in some
scriptures as a vine, fill the
land and reach a place of
maturity and permanence. In
order to achieve this type of
growth, we need to be deeply
rooted in the Lord. Charles
Simpson illustrates how the
"vine" will fill the land if we
abide in the Lord and His
words abide in us.

FOLLOWING THE
ARK OF GOD

by Charles Simpson
It is important that we fol-

low the "Ark of God" so that
we move ahead as God moves,
rather than wandering aim-
lessly in circles. In this
message, Charles clearly de-
fines seven areas in which we
must commit ourselves to
walk in order to follow God as
the Israelites followed the Ark
of the Covenant.

CS66 $4.95

THE PEOPLE OF GOD
by Joseph Garlington

God has a definite purpose
for His people-to fill the
earth, subdue the earth, and
rule over the earth. Joseph
Garlington offers a scriptural
look at the earliest days of
God's people in His dealings
with Abraham and brings us
up to the present, showing
how God is still moving His
people toward His ultimate
purpose.

JS2 $4.95

Do You Know
Where You Are Going?

Three positive tapes which give clear direction
for moving in the will of God.

For a complete list of books and tapes available through Integrity
Publications, write them at P.O. Box Z, Mobile, AL 36616, and ask to be
put on their mailing list.
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P.O. Box Z, Mobile, AL 36616

'''eapons
I have just finished your issue

on "The ~ledia" [July/August
'SI] and have found it stimu-
lating and to the point.

In Franky Schaeffer's article
"The ~lyth of Neutrality." he
points out several useful and ef-
fective means of "shining our
lighf'-boycotting, letter writ-
ing, etc. However, as Christians
we need to remember that these
are secular processes, and that
prayer is still the most powerful
weapon of all!

Brvan Borden
Huntsville, TX

A welcome sound from a
Living Sound leader

It is with great expectation
that I receive my monthly copy
of New Wille Magazine. As an
evangelist and team leader of
one of the Living Sound ministry
teams, I personally need spiri-
tual food to nourish me as I
travel all over the U.S. and
Europe. For the past 16 months
your publications have helped
greatly to sustain me as I preach
every day. I also share these
with the other fifteen members
of my team. Last year I left all of
the New Wille Magazines and
tapes I had with Christian be-
lievers in Poland as we left. It
was just like Christmas morning
for them and me.

Bill Phares
Living Sound International

Wilshire, England

Light brings warmth
Your issue on neighborhoods

[Sept. '81] was so good. The
neighbors we have only saw us
as a "cliche" instead of a "light."

We didn't really need them-un-
less they were potential pros-
pects for our church. They felt
that from us and in turn were
very suspicious of us. In the past
few weeks we've been able to see
our neighbors as potential friends
and in offering them a friend-
ship, they've warmed up to us
remarkablv.

Jesus m'ade it a point to spend
time with the sinners. He first
"showed" them and then was
able to reach them.

Name withheld
Miami, FL

Christian response and
responsibility

I appreciate your magazine
greatly; the Lord often uses it to
speak to me. I like Ern Baxter's
article [Sept. '81] on social con-
cerns. I know your stance is
usually conservative, but as Rev.
Baxter says, a Christian response
is what needs to be central ....
For example, the area of nuclear
weapons is one where we must
fulfill our responsibility to speak
out to the government.

Jim Foxvog
Comer, GA

One body
The interview with Atlanta's

Chief of Police [Sept. '81] was
full of honesty, candor and even
compassion; this is truly a man
who cares about his city. One
other thing that compelled me to
write was the fact that Chief
Napper mentioned holding Bap-
tist conviction. I am not and
never have been denomination-
allv committed, but it blessed
m~ that you do not just seek non-

Dear
New Wine,
denominational interviews, you
obviously do extend the hand of
fellowship to all brethren-
based not on doctrine, or how
much you can agree, but whom
we know as King of Kings and
Lord of Lords.

Maureen Dignan
East Lansing, MI

Invaluable source
Greetings from the Philip-

pines! I have been receiving New
\-Ville since 1974 and have long
found it an invaluable source of
solid teaching. I particularly ap-
preciate it in my ministry as
editor of a small teaching maga-
zine which is sent free to more
than 30,000 throughout the Phil-
ippines and other parts of South-
east Asia, Congratulations on
your new layout-some of the
recent covers in particular have
been brilliant.

Michael Bare
Cebu City, Philippines

The editorial policy and purpose of New \Ville is: (I) to
proclaim the gospel of the Kingdom of God to all nations, (2) to
work with all Christian ministries for the maturity and unity
of His Church. (3) thus making ready a people p'repared fo'r
the coming of the Lord. We recognize that. according to the
Scriptures. God uses men given as ministries to build His
Church in the earth. However. the basis of our relationship is
not primarily commitment to human personalities, but to
Jesus Christ as Head, to the Holy Scriptures as the ultimate
standard by which all re,'elation and practice is to be judged
and to God's purpose for His people in the earth at this time.
as interpreted by the Holy Spirit. New \Ville is a non-
subscription magazine supported by the voluntary contribu-

NEW WINE

tions of those who believe in its mission. All gifts are tax-
deductible. A tax.deductible receipt for contributions is
available at year.end upon request. New \\'ille ~Iagazine is
under the supervision of an editorial board which meets
several times each year to provide direction and oversight. The
board consists of Don Basham, Ern Baxter. Bob ~Iumford.
Derek Prince and Charles Simpson. who receive no remunera.
tion for their service on the board. Please use the form found
in this magazine to request New H'ille. for address changes
and contributions. All foreign contributions or payments
should be made in the form of a check for U.S. dollars drawn
on a U.S. bank or International ~Ioney Order for U.S. dollars.
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