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The Changes
in American
Monrals

An Interview with
Admiral
Jeremiah Denton

NEW WINE

A recent TV movie, “When Hell Was in Session,” por-
trayed the captivity of Admiral Jeremiah Denton, the
Jfirst prisoner of war to return from North Viet Nam.
We had the privilege of talking with Admiral Denton
in his office in Mobile about the deterioration he saw
in the American culture upon his return from the
North Viet Nam P.O.W. camp.

NW: During your imprisonment in North Viet Nam.
how did the Lord help you?

JD: The most notable incident was not related in my
book. At the time, my cellmate and I were in irons.
It wasn't a terribly painful thing, but because I was
in a set that was difficult to open, I had been in one
position for 26 days or so without having moved my
legs at all. Although I wasn’t in deep pain, it was a
very depressing time. Shouts and screams could be
heard throughout the day, and as a result, I was
beginning to suffer a bit psychologically. Silently 1
began to wonder, “Lord, will we ever get out of

here?”
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Admiral Jeremiah Denton

Admiral Denton (Ret.) is widely known to the
American public as a result of his experiences dur-
ing and after serving as a prisoner of war in North
Vietnam. NBC-TV recently premiered a movie
based on his first book, “When Hell Was in Ses-
sion,” written with Ed Brandt. Admiral Denton, a
devout Roman Catholic, is the founder of Coalition
for Decency, based in Mobile, Alabama, and has
been the recipient of numerous military decora-
tions and civic awards. He resides in Mobile, Ala-
bama with his wife, and they have seven children.

the infinitely elaborate creation.

At 1:30 one afternoon I was praying very hard,
trying to resist some discouraging thoughts. I didn’t
want to sink into despair or lose my sense of humor,
and I especially did not want to lose my determina-
tion. I was seeking the Lord when suddenly a strong
clear voice said to me, “Say: ‘Sacred heart of Jesus, I
give myself to Thee.”

The words were said in such an assuring way that
I knew it was an exhortation from the Lord, and
because of the loudness of the voice, I just knew that
my cellmate, Jim Mulligan, had heard the words,
too. I lay there for a few minutes, waiting in case
there would be any more words. After five minutes
or so I said to Jim, “What do you think of that?”

He replied, “What do I think of what?” He
hadn’t heard a thing.

After T explained to him what had happened,
however, there was no doubt in his mind that the
Lord had spoken to me. Similar incidents had hap-
pened to him and to the other guys. We were not
hallucinating, because you can tell when you're
hallucinating. T had gone without food just long
enough to make me alert, so I know it really hap-
pened.

I had never given sufficient attention before to
the Roman Catholic devotion to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. At that point, however, I started thinking
about the Sacred Heart and what it meant: all His
love, and all the suffering that He endured for me.
Those words became my prayer, and I would repeat
over and over again, “Sacred Heart of Jesus, I give
myself to Thee.” This prayer was a great help to me
during my time of imprisonment.

When I returned home, I received a very
beautiful and elaborately decorated Easter card. In-
scribed in gold on it were the words so close to the
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words the Lord had spoken to me in that P.O.W.
camp—"Sacred Heart of Jesus, We Place Our Trust
in Thee.” It was as if the Lord was confirming that
the experience had been real. Although I mention
other instances in my book, this was the most
dramatic manifestation of the presence of God that I
experienced.

NW: What was your impression of the changes that
you encountered upon your return to the United
States?

JD: I was a student of history, and I had some idea
of the rises and falls of nations as well as rises and
falls in morality. These are evident throughout our
own or any other nation’s history.

When we were imprisoned at the P.O.W. camp,
we used to pray every day. When you are that im-
mersed in trouble, and are totally committed not to
give in, your best defense is a firm reliance upon
God. We then came home to a sated society where
only its unusually good individuals depended on
God, and many people in positions of power were
corrupted in the cultural sense.

When I saw the changes that had occurred in
America during my absence, it was clear to me that
this was not merely a normal period of moral decline
that the nation was going through. We were—and
are—formally discarding God as the foundation
which this nation rests upon, even though our Con-
stitution states that we rely upon divine providence
and our Declaration of Independence maintains that
we are endowed by our Creator with certain in-
alienable rights.

Our government was based upon the philosophy
of man being created in the image and likeness of
God.

It was Christian in its genesis, and though they

An emotional homecoming in 1973 for Jeremiah
Denton and his fellow prisoners of war.
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have been imperfectly executed in practice, the
ideals our founding fathers laid out and the goals
they supported were near perfect as far as I can tell.
It is the only time in history when people from a
multitude of nations and backgrounds, despite their
clashing interests, joined together and established a
working government. Religion, principally Christi-
anity, played a major role in it, and later toleration
increased among those of different denominations
and even of different faiths. It is still increasing.

I have seen one thing particularly in the movies
which struck me as rather remarkable, morally
speaking. I was in New Orleans at the premiere of
Gone with the Wind, and I'll never forget the shock
that went through the audience when Rhett Butler
said to Scarlett O’Hara, “Frankly, my dear, I don’t
give a damn.” That was a jolting and almost amus-
ing shock in those days.

But from then until the time I was shot down in
1965, there were few changes in the movies, except
for the interjection of an occasional suggestive scene
in a James Bond film or something. But in about
1965 or ‘66, things really started to change fast.

I had anticipated an acceleration of moral decay
because of our affluence—because we have
everything we need and a lot that we don’t.

But, when I returned home, I was totally un-
prepared for the barrage of signs along the road pro-
moting massage parlors, X-rated adult movies, peep

Admiral Denton and Hal Holbrook talking over a
scene from the movie “When Hell Was in Session.”
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Hal Holbrook, who portrayed Jeremiah Denton.
e

shows and adult bookstores.

I recently put a story in our newsletter about
a house in New York that takes kids off the streets
who have been sexually abused. In New York City
rich men can and do rent young boys for sixty-five
dollars an hour. For eighty-five dollars the pimps
will throw in the chains, blindfolds, gags and
whips. Such kids are physical and psychological
wrecks—most of them don’t survive. That’s going on
in the biggest city in the United States! San Fran-
cisco has made an official policy of condoning
homosexuality, which the Bible says is an abomina-
tion.

The question is, “What are we?” Are we what
the movies, the T.V. shows, the books and the
popular songs are saying we are? I don’t believe the
majority of the people believe that the values being
“taught” by the media are right, but the people who
are promoting such values are very vocal and are in
positions where they can purport America to be
something she isn’t. It is our fault if we allow this to
continue.
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We have laws right now, in this state and in this
city, regarding moral matters, and we don’t even
have the guts to stand up and say they should be en-
forced. I want to see the people who care about
God’s standards get together and let their opinions
be known before they become a minority so that it
won’t matter whether they express their opinions or
not. If God-fearing men and women would confront
their lawmakers and pressure them to enforce the
laws that were put on the books years ago, much of
the pornography would be done away with.

NW: What do you feel is at the root of the moral
decline in America?

JD: Jesus said it is more difficult for a rich man to
enter heaven than for a camel to pass through the
eye of a needle. One interpretation of that phrase is
that “the needle” referred to a gate in Jerusalem.
Though it was not easy for a camel to pass through
that gate, it wasn’'t impossible.

There are rich men today who are moral and
just, as were some of the men in the Bible who were
wealthy. This nation is rich, but it isn’t conscious of
just how rich it is. If the Romans felt rich because
they had their necessities and a few luxuries, look at
the toys we have over and above what they had.
America’s great wealth, plus the debasement that
exists in human nature, have combined to bring us
down this path of moral decline.

What accelerates this decline is the super-
efficient way in which the media spreads tempta-
tions through our homes. Ninety-eight percent of the
homes in the United States are polluted through the
philosophy much of television transports, which to-
day caters to the worst part of human nature.
Television shows today offer freedom and happiness
through self-gratification, but it is a lie. You and I

The CFD bulletin is published bi-
monthly by the Coalition for Decency.
If you would like to have your name
placed on their mailing list, please
write to: Coalition for Decency, P.O.
Box 494, Mobile, AL 36601. The sub-
scription rate is $6.00 per year.

If you are interested in reading Ad-
miral Denton’s book, When Hell Was
in Session, you may buy it at your
local bookstore or from Great Word
Press, P.O. Box 889, Cornelius, NC
28031.

know freedom doesn’t come by enslaving yourself to
sin. When there is sin in my life, it is like living in
hell right here on earth. The majority of television
shows promote self-gratification, lawlessness, and
sexual relationships outside of marriage. All this ap-
peals to one’s pride, but such behavior doesn’t make
a person happy. And, of course, it doesn’t make
responsible family members or community leaders.
It doesn’t really make anything good. If you are not
good, you won't feel good. So it is all a lie.

Another reason I see for this decline is education.
Thirty years ago education was still alright. The kids
were praying in schools, God was presented through
the textbooks and so forth. Now, it’s just the op-
posite. Prayer is no longer allowed, and evolution
replaces creation. People are not only ignoring God,
they are denying His reality. Our country is official-
ly becoming anti-God. I, for one, can’t stand to see
this happen as an American. I am more compelled to
fight to change that than I am to fight for my own
self-preservation.

A lot of people say to me, “Relax, go fishing and
take it easy the rest of your life. You've already lived
through enough trauma.” But I can’t turn away
from trying to do something about our “one nation
under God” becoming one nation under materialists
or one nation under secular humanism. Our nation
is facing an identity crisis—individually, nationally
and internationally.

America’s problems are manifested in its value
system. The key to getting at those value systems is
through education and the media. This is not to say
that the churches don’t have to do their part. They
need to face the fact that a consensus is developing
against God through the media and education. They
have to counter the secular media and education by
actively involving themselves in it. If the church
won't get into television, literature, newspapers and
books, they are missing the boat.

In April, 1973, I was at the International Radio
and Television Society’s meeting, with Dean Martin
as master of ceremonies and a good number of net-
work executives. I had been home from Hanoi for
only two months, and I was still trying to adjust to
the cultural shock, which I knew television had a lot
to do with. I was sitting between the president of a
network and the executive vice-president of another
network. The president of the network nudged me
with his elbow and said, “Say, Captain, I bet you've
noticed a few changes since you've come home,
havent you? I'll bet you'll agree with me that the
greatest change we've been able to bring about is
that we have high school freshmen girls jumping in
bed with high school freshmen boys with no hang-
ups.
I gave myself about ninety seconds to think over
my answer. I can’t tell you precisely what I said, but
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Recreating an incident from his imprisonment.

in about five sentences I let him know my thoughts
about his degenerate statement and my feelings on
such television programs.

The gentleman on my right, the executive vice-
president of another network, said, “Captain, I
agree with every word you just said. And I wish I
could tell you that things are going to get better.
This issue that you raised is discussed weekly. Just
about every month we have formal meetings in
which the issue of programming policy is addressed
rather warmly. But it's not going to get better.
Fellows like him are going to make it get worse.”

A fellow named Jerry Manders, against the ad-
vice and wishes of his parents, went into the media.
After sixteen years in the industry, during which he
rose to be president of a top advertising agency and a
millionaire, he walked out of it and wrote a book
called Four Arguments for the Elimination of
Television, He believes it is hopelessly, occupa-
tionally diseased and that it’s incorrigible. In the
book he said, “My mother and daddy were right.
Television is no good. It’s a national disease.”

The United States has probably contributed more
towards the march of civilization in the sense of
God’s will being done on earth than any other na-
tion in history. Now, because of our moral decline,
we've lost our credibility and the respect we once

NEW WINE

had around the world. We've lost the light that was
in the Statue of Liberty’s torch. Alexis de Toc-
queville, the great French statesman and writer,
said, “America is great because America is good.
When America ceases to be good, she will cease to
be great.” That’s what is happening to us—we are
ceasing to be good.

We have to stop this decline. The way to do that
is to educate our people and urge our churches to get
into the fight in ways that are new but effective.

NW: As founder of Coalition for Decency, could you
tell us something about its primary purposes and
philosophy?

JD: The Coalition is founded on the concern that the
survival of the U.S. is in jeopardy because of the
growing disintegration of the basic unit of any na-
tion—the family. CFD believes that this disintegra-
tion, seen in the form of the growing divorce rate
and other sociological ills, could well be linked to
the increasing adoption of what is commonly called
“The New Morality.”

This “New Morality,” which in fact is not new,
but is actually the “old immorality,” is being ad-
vocated by a great number of books and magazines
purporting to be authoritative in matters of “human
relations.” Traditional standards régarding sexual
conduct, which in the past upheld and strengthened
the family unit, are now being discarded in favor of
sexual indulgence of various kinds such as pre-
marital, extra-marital, homosexual, lesbian, in-
cestuous and others. Many T.V. shows, movies, and
the growing T.V. porno cassette business support all
or some of the New Morality.

The four-fold purpose of the Coalition is 1) to
promote and preserve a strong America by en-
couraging and supporting its basic social and
economic unit—the family, 2) to promote good
citizenship and the moral and social integrity of our
society, 3) to study and report on the effect of certain
influences—such as television—in the effort of
achieving the goals I just mentioned, and 4) to assist
and coordinate with other organizations to achieve
these purposes.

American spiritual strength has been declining so
rapidly that the survival of the United States is in
danger. The most urgent resulting problem is the
growing failure of the institution of the family in
America, and history tells us that no nation or soci-
ety can survive when there is a general failure of this
basic social unit.

The Coalition is concerned about this growing
failure, and is dedicated to stopping and reversing
this process, in the hope of saving and strengthening
America, our “One Nation Under God.” I suppose
the CFD motto says it all: “Save the family, save the
nation.” ¥
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“IN HIS ANGER against Israel
the Lord handed them over to
raiders who plundered them. He
sold them to enemies all around,
whom they were no longer able to
resist. . . They were in great
distress” (Judges 2:14-15). Like
declining Israel in Judges chapter
2, America has seen a generation
arise that knows neither the Lord
nor what He has done for our great
nation. As a nation we have for-
saken the Lord, the God of our
forefathers upon whose principles
our country was established, and
we have followed other gods—
humanism, materialism, erot-
icism—and provoked the Lord to
anger.

No one can deny that we are in
great distress—weakened and
foundering in a moral and finan-
cial quagmire and frustrated by
vacillating leadership.

In the Old Testament, such cir-
cumstances provided the setting
for the appearance of the prophet
or the judge, or the righteous king,
who would oppose the people in
their immorality and demand that
they return to the covenant which
God had established with their
forefathers. America is long over-
due for such prophets. We need a
voice like that of Nathan, who
confronted adulterous King David
and said, “Thou art the man”; or
like that of Azariah who ad-
monished King Asa, saying, “The
Lord is with you when you are
with him. If you seek him, he will
be found by you, but if you forsake
him, he will forsake you” (2
Chron. 15:2, NIV). Our nation
desperately needs a 20th Century
Isaiah, who condemned Israel’s in-
fidelity and disobedience to God,
and a modern Samuel, who pro-
nounced God’s judgment upon
Saul because he chose popularity
with his subjects over obedience to
God. We need an Amos, to drop
the plumbline of God’s eternal
mandates in the midst of our gross
disobedience and say, “Thus says
the Lord, ‘Seek me that you may
live’ ” (Amos 5:4, NAS). We need

a John the Baptist crying, “Prepare
ye the way of the Lord,” and a
Peter at Pentecost thundering,
“Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation.”

In the past God raised up only a
few such prophets. But today the
Church as a whole should be the
corporate prophetic voice to our
nation and its leadership. There
will be and already are individual
prophets—but it is incumbent
upon the Church to become a
united, prophetic influence upon
society—raising an outcry against
its decadence, and boldly calling
the nation and its leadership to
repentance.

May God grant us the courage
as Christians to forsake differences
and unite for prophetic impact
upon our nation with the words of
this old hymn as our corporate call
to that end:

Rise up, O men of God!

Have done with lesser things—

Give heart and soul and mind
and strength

To serve the King of Kings. w»

bt By
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“An interview with
C. Everett Koop

come to the crossroads of the cor-
ruption of law and the corrup-
tion of medicine. As we stand at
that crossroad, there are mighty
large vehicles bearing down on us
and something has to change, or
we are going to be crushed in their
paths.”

The Hippocratic Oath

Most of you have heard of
Margaret Mead, the famous an-
thropologist. In late 1978 just
before she died, she had a personal
communication with a very fine
pro-life physician in Chicago, Dr.
Eugene Diamond. She said, “With
the Greeks, the distinction was
made clear: One profession, that
of the followers of Aesculapius was
to be dedicated completely to life,
under all circumstances, regardless
of rank, age or intellect. The life
of a slave and the emperor were
equal.” She made it very clear
that prior to the Hippocratic tra-
dition—the patient never knew
whether the approaching physi-
cian was coming in the form of
healer or in the form of killer. For
in the days before Hippocrates, it
was only the physician who under-
stood poisons and potions, and it
was he who either executed or
healed the sick depending upon his
choice in the matter.

I would submit to you that to-
day we have almost come full cir-
cle. Perhaps the unborn baby isn’t
conscious of what is taking place.
Perhaps the newborn baby who is
defective doesn’t know what’s hap-
pening. But certainly the old per-

\

son in the nursing home today
can’t be certain whether the ap-
proaching physician is coming in
the form of healer or in the form of
killer.

I'm sure almost everyone has
heard of the Hippocratic Oath
taken by medical students upon
graduation from medical school. I
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Dr. Koop graduated from Dartmouth College with an
A.B. and received his M.D. from Cornell Medical College.
He received his surgical training at the Hospital of the
University of Pennsylvania and the degree of Doctor of
Science in medicine. He has been Surgeon in Chief of the
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia since 1948. He is the
author of The Right to Live the Right to Die and co-
author with Francis Schaeffer of Whatever Happened to
The Human Race. He and his wife have three children.

C. Everett Koop

will be quoting from parts of the
oath as I present these thoughts.

The Oath says, “I will follow
that method of treatment which
according to my ability and judg-
ment I consider for the benefit of
my patient.” Every obstetrician
has two patients: the mother-to-be
and the baby-to-be. Certainly,
with one million, two hundred
thousand abortions being per-
formed every year in this country,
a great many physicians are not
following this precept of Hip-
pocrates.

When vivisection-type experi-
ments are performed on fetuses
that are born live after abortion,
certainly those scientists are not
practicing the art as was intended
by Hippocrates.

“Into whatever house I enter, 1
will go for the benefit of the sick. I
will abstain from every act of
mischief and corruption.” Yet, we
have involuntary sterilization in
this land of ours, along with a
tremendous effort toward volun-
tary sterilization when it cannot be
performed involuntarily.

“I will refrain from the seduc-
tion of females or males, bond and
free.” A team of research
psychologists at UCLA recently
reported a survey of medical pro-
fessionals that showed that 13% of
the respondents to their question-
naire engaged in erotic behavior
with their patients, and that 7.2%
engaged in sexual intercourse
specifically. Sex as therapy is a
hoax. Such cases are not just a
seductive patient and a dirty old
man. Rather, they are in many

10

cases, 45-to-55-year-old psychi-
atrists, many of them under-
going divorce proceedings, most
of them having a mid-life crisis
or depression, and using as the
“objects of their transference”
(speaking in psychoanalytical jar-
gon) female patients under the age
of 25.

“I will give no deadly medicine
to anyone if asked, nor suggest any
such counsel.” Newspapers re-
cently carried stories on the inten-
tion of a society for euthanasia in

England, called EXIT, to provide
a suicide manual for those who
think that their life is no longer
worth living and who would like to
terminate it. Think of how many
more temporarily depressed teen-
agers would commit suicide if this
manual was made available to
them!

However, there is a difference
between prolonging the life of a
patient and prolonging his act of
dying. I want to remind you that
physicians in general are people
who are concerned about their pa-
tients, and practice medicine in
the realm of trust between them-
selves and their patients. In that
context, as applied to the con-
troversy concerning euthanasia, I
would give one word of caution:
when a physician practices
medicine in the realm of trust with
his patient, and he lets that patient
die when he is dying, don’t confuse
that in any way with what the pro-
ponents of euthanasia would like

JUL/AUG 1980
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you to believe: “he is practicing
‘passive euthanasia.” ”
“I will not give a woman an in-

hasten these old folks out of life
since they no longer have any
“meaningful” existence.

There are very few children’s services in

hospitals in the country

that I know of where

infanticide is not being practiced today.

strument to procure abortion.”
The obvious rejection of this
precept has brought a tremendous
curse upon our land, and I will
have more to say about that later
in this article.

“With purity and holiness I will
pass my life and practice my art.”
There are innumerable social
problems in our country and, in-
deed, around the world. However,
there is nothing special about
medical doctors that makes it
possible for them to cure the ills of
society. Even so, let me give you
four examples of places where they
are being asked to do so.

First, they are being asked to
perform abortions. We are told
that to have an unwanted child is a
terrible curse. That is not true. At
least half of you reading this article
were “unwanted” by your parents
in that you weren’t planned for.
Yet, physicians are being asked
to take care of this social “prob-
lem” and the population problem
as well by getting rid of well over
a million unborn babies a year.

Second, doctors are being asked
to dispose of imperfect children. I
have spent my life in correcting the
congenital defects of children that
leave them less than perfect when
they grow up and I know that
these youngsters become loved and
loving, innovative and contri-
buting members of society. Yet
physicians are now being told,
“Their lives are not worth living:
don’t feed them.”

Third, they are asked to kill
the aged. The elderly become a
cramping nuisance in today’s
hedonistic society which looks
upon any life but their own as ex-
pendable. Physicians are asked to

NEW WINE

Fourth, they are asked to ex-
ecute criminals. Some states that
have resumed capital punishment
have decided that the best method
is by a lethal injection of poison.
Who do they ask to be the social
executioner? The physician.

So, whether he’s an abortionist,
a man who starves a newborn
baby to death, a person who kills
an oldster, or one who executes a
criminal, the doctor has been
given these jobs by our mixed-up
society. The most remarkable
thing about it to me is that the
physician has taken these new
aspects of his occupation lying
down.

“While I continue to keep this
Oath wunviolated, may it be
granted to me to enjoy life and the
practice of my art.” There are very
few children’s services in hospitals
in the country that I know of
where infanticide is not being
practiced today. There are very
few nursing homes where decisions
are not being made about not
treating old folks for all sorts of
social reasons such as how many
visitors they had last week, how
cantankerous one patient is, and
how much nursing time he or she
takes up. The Oath says if a physi-
cian keeps the Oath, he will enjoy
life. There must be some very
unhappy physicians.

The Domino Effect

Over a year ago a student at
the University of Pennsylvania set
up on their ends 16,000 dominoes
in the school gymnasium. He
knocked over the first, which
knocked over the second, which
knocked over the third, and in an
orderly fashion without any break

in continuity, all 16,000 dominoes
fell. This colossal waste of time got
him mentioned in the Guinness Book
of World Records. College students
being what they are, the record has
since been surpassed by somebody
who used 23,000 dominoes. I men-
tion this because I see certain
problems in our culture today which
are like three falling dominoes.
They are, by name: abortion, infan-
ticide and euthanasia.

The first domino fell with a
loud thud, because abortion is a
problem that is known to the pub-
lic. No social issue has polarized
our society as this since the days of
the practice of slavery.

The second domino fell silently
because very few people, unless
they work in a hospital or are privy
to what goes on in a hospital,
realize that infanticide is being
practiced broadly in this land. The
reason it’s secret is because it is
practiced behind the shielding
facade of a hospital.

The third domino is eutha-
nasia. It has been struck, and it is
falling. Although very few of you
will ever have to make a decision
about abortion or infanticide, if
what is happening in this country
continues unabated, the type of
death you will have, and perhaps
even the time, will likely be de-
cided for you.

The Progression of
Medical Immorality

As early as 1968 a number of
forces were at work in the western
world, the United States partic-
ularly. Dr. Joseph Stanton of Bos-
ton has put it so well that I will
simply quote him. He says: “In the
confluence of women'’s liberation,
sexual freedom and concern for
ecology, population and pollution,
vast forces inimical to the well-
being of human embryo and fetus
were set in motion.”

The American Law Institute
was advocating a little reasonable
liberation of the abortion laws to
take care of the hard cases:
physical and mental health, rape,
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incest and so on. The quality-of-
human-life ethic gained respect-
ability at the expense of human life
itself. Thus, when there were no
medical indications for abortion
present, doctors increasingly in-
voked mental health as justifica-
tion for abortion. Undocumented
statements subsequently acknow-
ledged as unfounded in fact were
endlessly repeated until they ac-
quired the ring of truth.

In his book Aborting America,
Dr. Bernard N. Nathanson gives a
devastating confession of his work
as an abortionist who performed
over 60,000 abortions, relating by
chapter and verse how he falsified
statistics and how he and others
sought an adversary—the Roman
Catholic bishops, because unborn
children were not suitable antag-
onists. That is the corruption of
the law and medicine that I men-
tioned.

Sincere, concerned people in
this country were purposefully
misled. Thousands of women were
reported to have died every year in
this country as the result of illegal
abortions. Whereas some people
said 5,000 and some people said
10,000, the actual greatest number
of deaths that took place in this
country in one year from abor-
tions—legal and illegal com-
bined—was not 5,000 nor 10,000,
It was 237.

Ten years ago the very term
“abortionist” was a loathsome
word with most unpleasant con-
notations. But the poor medical
student today doesn’t know that.
The most active abortionist he
knows is likely to be the professor
of obstetrics and gynecology in the
school of medicine where he is be-
ing trained.

There are no discussions of
ethics or morality presenting both
sides in medical schools these days,
and as a result I see a tremendous
difference in the medical students
who graduated after 1975. When 1
bring up an ethical subject on
ward rounds, and it leads to a
discussion of abortion, which I
view as the keystone to the whole
immorality of life in this country,
the medical students look at me in
amazement. Although I am very
critical of them, I really should be
very sympathetic because nobody
was given the opportunity to tell
them otherwise.

There is a “thinkable” and an
“unthinkable” in every era. Each
era is quite certain intellectually
and emotionally that what they
are doing is acceptable, and they
understand the standards that go
into that acceptability. Yet
another era comes along very
rapidly thereafter, and the certain-
ties that were so obvious and sure
before are now unacceptable, and
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so another set of values take their
place.

On a humanistic base, people
live from generation to generation
and as years pass the morally and
ethically unthinkable becomes the
thinkable. Ten years ago would
anyone have imagined that there
would be over a million abortions
in this country every year? Who
would have thought that pediatri-
cians would stand at the side of a
newborn baby’s bed and say, “He
has a life not worth living. Let’s
put a sign on the bed, ‘nothing by
mouth.” ”

Nobody kills a mongoloid child
once it is born. In fact, many
fewer are born now because most
of them are diagnosed in the womb
by a process called amniocentesis
and are destroyed before birth.
Nobody kills a child who has an in-
testinal obstruction. Yet, in many
places in this country today, if a
child is born with both those prob-
lems, he is a candidate for starving
to death. It takes about fifteen
long days for a newborn baby on
“nothing by mouth” to finally die
of starvation and dehydration.

Our Judeo-Christian
Foundation

I indicated earlier that the Hip-
pocratic Oath from the Greek
culture gave us a lot of the stan-
dards that we use in medicine to-
day, but the real base upon which
our culture rests is the Judeo-
Christian base. Biblical doctrine
was once preached in this country
not as a truth, but as the truth.
This teaching formed not only the
religious base of society, but the
cultural, legal and governmental
basis as well.

As a total world view, it
answered questions that people
have always asked. It not only
dealt with questions concerning
God, but it gave answers to such
questions as: Who are we as peo-
ple? How are we to live together?
What meaning does human life
have? In this way Judeo-Chris-
tianity formed a general cul-
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tural consensus, providing the
basic moral and social values by
which these issues were judged.
When I talk about abortion, in-
fanticide and euthanasia, I am
talking about symptoms of a sick
society. The illness in our society is
that we have tossed overboard the
consensus that was our heritage

machines he himself makes, but he
is a machine, nevertheless. This
generation, the one that is prac-
ticing abortion, infanticide and
euthanasia, has taken this human-
istic teaching out of the class
room and into the streets. The
reduction of the value of human
life has been carried into everyday

The illness in our society

is that we have

tossed overboard . . . our Judeo-Christian
background and . .. accepted instead a
humanistic base in its place.

from our Judeo-Christian back-
ground, and our society on the
whole has accepted instead a
humanistic base in its place.

Although Judeo-Christianity
was never perfectly applied, it did
lay the foundation for the high
view of human life, both in con-
cept and practice, that brought us
to where we were yesterday. The
basic issue was that people viewed
human life as unique—something
to be protected and loved because
each individual was made in the
image of God.

Until recently, except for some
notable and sorry exceptions, peo-
ple have treated other people well.
Now, in one short generation, we
have moved from a generally high
view of life to a very low one in-
deed.

When I say that humanism has
replaced Christianity, I mean
secular humanism, which is almost
a non-religious religion. It is now
the consensus in the western part
of the world. This has had many
results, not the least of which is to
change people’s views of them-
selves and the attitudes that they
have toward other human beings.

You see, humanism rejects God,
and humanistic science teaches that
only what is mathematically mea-
surable has reality. Reality is
somewhat like a cosmic machine,
of which man himself is only
one small part. Man is more com-
plicated, to be sure, than the
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life until suddenly we find our-
selves in a more consistent, but an
uglier world. It is more consistent
because of people taking their low
view of man to its natural conclu-
sion. But it is uglier because
humanity has been drastically de-
humanized.

Until recently we enjoyed the
privilege of electing legislators to
make our laws. Now we are living
in an era of arbitrary law or
sociological law. It is no longer the
legislative process that brings
about the law, but rather it is the
effect of lawsuits, each one affect-
ing the subsequent one, so that
before very long a whole new
fabric of the law has come about
without any legislation having
been passed. An example is the
corruption of the law by the
Supreme Court in reference to the
change in the abortion laws.

Infanticide: A New Horror

I could talk about abortion
forever, but I want to switch for a
minute to infanticide—the killing
of a born child. Whether that kill-
ing is done by withholding some-
thing vital to the child’s support
or by a direct act that kills the
child is really immaterial. In either
way, a child’s life is terminated.

In addition to a film from
Johns Hopkins University “Who
Shall Survive?” the most outspoken
paper that was ever published in
this country was one from the Yale

University School of Medicine’s
Department of Pediatrics and re-
ported in the 160-year-old pres-
tigious New England Journal of
Medicine. It related experiences in
the special care unit for newborns,
and acknowledged that 14 % of the
deaths in that neonatal intensive
care unit were intentional.

In every one of our 50 states, in-
fanticide is still homicide, but with
the corruption of law that I'm talk-
ing about, law has looked the other
way and is pretending that infan-
ticide is not happening. It is not
just an American problem, either.
For a country of its size, it is even
more pronounced in Great Britain.

It isn't just the fact that we
have motion pictures that show us
how to do these things, or that we
have learned journals like the
New England Journal of Medicine
which shows us how these things
are accomplished, but those that
are valued as the scientific
members of our culture take a low
view of human life.

James D. Watson, the Nobel
prize laureate who discovered the
double helix of DNA, had this to
say in an interview in Time
Magazine back in 1973. Said
Watson, “If a child were not
declared alive until three days
after birth, then all parents could
be allowed the choice only a few
are given under the present
system.” In other words, the doc-
tor could allow the child to die if
the parents so choose (social execu-
tioner again). “I believe that is the
only rational, compassionate at-
titude to have,” said Watson.

Five years later, Francis Crick,
another Nobel laureate, reported
this: “No newborn should be
declared human until it has passed
certain tests regarding its genetic
endowment, and if it fails these
tests, it forfeits the right to live.”

As 1 said earlier, I have spent
my entire professional life in the
treatment of congenital defects in-
compatible with life, but never-
theless amenable to surgical cor-
rection. I know what can be done
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with these children. I know that
they are loved and loving, that
they become productive, imag-
inative, innovative members of
society. Although they may not be
pristine in their anatomical condi-
tion, and although they may have
some functional deficits, they con-
tribute to society in special ways
that perfectly normal people find
it impossible to do.

I have always felt that the
equality of life far outweighs the
quality of life. And as I have dealt
with the parents of children who
are handicapped, 1 have recog-
nized that the broken hearts of
parents whose children are born
defective are the same hearts
which give courage and other
evidences of love to other people. I
am convinced that there is no place
in our society where love really
reaches its acme as it does in the
love that is extended by parents
and society to the handicapped
child.

But now we are moving with
infanticide from a state of mind
where we accept the destruction of
children who are considered to
have defects and lives not worth
living, to the place where there are
physicians who are willing to
sacrifice a healthy newborn baby
simply because he might be social-
ly embarrassing.

The matter does not stop with
malformed babies. It goes on in
this crazy world of ours to people
who are concerned about over-
population. I am absolutely con-
vinced that we are not going to be
packed like sardines on this planet,
nor will we ever have to eat kelp.
If you look at the good demo-
graphic studies done by places
like Cambridge University and are
not written by those trying to pro-
mote abortion, you will find that
only half of the arable land in the
world is under cultivation. Of the
land that is under cultivation, only
one-third of it is being irrigated.

The people at Cambridge pre-
dict that if we could bring to all of
the farmers in the world today the
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sound the Corner

Getting Back
to Basics

Though relationships with
other Christians are impor-
tant, our first priority must
always be our relationship
with the Lord. NMew Wine's
September issue will be a
refresher course in basic
principles of the Christian
faith.

most sophisticated methods of
farm management that only some
enjoy, they could increase world
food output to such a degree that
by our own American standard
they could feed 12 times as many
people as at present. And if you
reduce the standard to that of the
Japanese diet, they could feed 17
times as many.

Euthanasia: A Growing Reality

Let me say a few things, too,
about euthanasia. Euthanasia is
Greek for “happy death.” What
we are asked to do with folks who
are aged, infirm, senile or retarded
is to decide that they have lives not
worth living and to at least
withhold from them what the
euthanasia proponents like to call
“heroic measures.” If we cannot at
this moment bring ourselves to
practice active euthanasia, at least
practice “passive” euthanasia, they
say.

Heroic measures and extraor-
dinary care are very difficult to
define, as is “terminal illness.” The
things that were extraordinary
yesterday are ordinary today. The
things that are extraordinary today
will be ordinary tomorrow. None
of the patients I have ever cared
for in my newborn population
would even be here today if we

had not exercised the most extraor-
dinary care available to us in the
practice of medicine and surgery.
Yet I don’t think any of that is
wrong.

I am completely convinced that
because of the way infanticide is
being practiced today, the time
will come when euthanasia is pro-
posed as law in this country. You
and I will complain about it, and
we will be told, “Look, you've had
infanticide, which is euthanasia in
an age group, for a number of
years. There was no outcry then.
Why are you concerned about
this?”

The Living Will is of great con-
cern to me. A healthy patient can
write a legal document stating that
if he contracts a terminal illness or
has an accident, that he does not
want to be given extraordinary
care because he does not want to
end up incapacitated.

The Living Will is nothing but
the practice of passive euthanasia.
As a matter of fact, it is the
product of an organization known
as Concern for Dying which used
to go under the name of the
Educational Council of the Eutha-
nasia Society. That organization
has distributed about two million
sample Living Wills in this coun-
try.

Once the Living Will has been
here for a while, you can be ab-
solutely sure that the Euthanasia
Council will then say, “Inasmuch
as you have had passive euthanasia
for X number of years in the form
of the Living Will, it’s time that
we faced reality and practiced ac-
tive euthanasia to save these poor
old people from the terrible lives
they are living.” I don’t think those
*“poor old people” living those “ter-
rible lives” are anxious to die; it’s
the people around them that are
anxious for them to die.

The euthanasia people always
refer to the elderly patient as being
in excruciating pain, dying of
cancer with no drugs available to
them, and that the only way out of

(Continued on page 16.)
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C. EVERETT KOOP
(Continued from page 14.)
this horrible situation is death.

The Hospice Movement, that
has long existed in Europe and has
just recently come to the U.S., has
shown that when you minister to
the physical, emotional, financial
and spiritual needs of a patient, his
pain threshold is raised. If you give
him mild doses of a pain killer and
some tranquilizers, total relief of
pain is an achievable goal. People
who go to the hospices find life ex-
traordinarily pleasant. They know
they are going to die soon, but they
don’t want to die tonight. And
they definitely do not want to die
at someone else’s hand.

Don't forget that you will be
constantly barraged with the con-
fusion of terms. “Passive eutha-
nasia” is not the same thing as a
physician practicing in the realm
of trust with his patient.

scious of the things that are hap-
pening around him. He is dying,
and I am going to let him die. He
has to die of something, and the
time has come.

If I were to give him a transfu-
sion, I would be practicing very
poor medicine because I would
elevate his consciousness and
therefore increase his pain. I
would prolong not his life but his
act of dying for a few days for no
one’s benefit. I prefer not to
transfuse. That is practicing
medicine in the realm of trust be-
tween me and my patient. But the
euthanasia people would tell you
that I was practicing passive
euthanasia. I am not.

Who Makes the Rules?

Who makes the rules about
things that I've been talking
about? In the Supreme Court deci-
sions of Roe vs. Wade and Doe vs.

Justice Blackman of the Supreme Court . . . spurned the
Judeo-Christian consensus . . . he would turn instead to
the religion of the Greeks, the Romans and the Persians.

Let me give you an example.
Suppose that Mr. X comes to me
and I diagnose cancer of the
stomach. In the course of treat-
ment he has an operation, and his
stomach is removed. I don’t know
whether he has fifteen years ahead
of him or five years or five months.
If in his postoperative period he
should have a hemorrhage from his
stomach and I decide that, because
he has cancer of the stomach, I
will not try to stop the hemorrhage
because, after all, he is in his ter-
minal illness, that would be prac-
ticing euthanasia. On the other
hand, if two years from now the
cancer has spread to his liver and
other organs, it is obvious that this
man is dying from the stomach
cancer. His hemoglobin has gotten
lower and lower and as his
hemoglobin goes down, he gets a
little fuzzy. He doesn’t appreciate
pain so much and he’s not so con-
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Bolton, Justice Byron White said
that it was an exercise in raw
judicial power. Where does this
right that the Supreme Court
found exist? It does not exist
in our Constitution. The Supreme
Court said that it did, but they
made it very clear that it did not
exist in any specific place where
you or I could find it.

Justice Blackman of the Su-
preme Court, who wrote the ma-
jority decision about abortion,
spurned the Judeo-Christian con-
census that I mentioned. He said
that the Hippocratic Oath bore no
relationship to the problem at
hand, and he would turn instead
to the religion of the Greeks, the
Romans and the Persians. When 1
read that in Roe vs. Wade, my
blood ran cold because, although
those cultures did practice abor-
tion, it was infanticide that set
them apart as inhuman societies. I

knew if their practices were the
basis for the majority opinion of
the Supreme Court, infanticide
would be here before long. And in-
deed, it is.

Physicians in England have
now implanted a fertilized egg
back into the uterus of a woman
who was childless, and the first
test-tube baby has been born. Any
of you who saw The Babymakers,
a television show aired recently,
realize the extraordinary impor-
tance of these matters. When the
things that were shown become
common practice, we will have
babies conceived in test tubes and
nurtured in artificial wombs. We
will have embryos for sale, sperm
for sale, and wombs for hire. The
basic thing that holds the family
together, which is the procreation
of children in monogamous mar-
riage, will be gone from our soci-
ety.

President Carter appointed an
advisory board that went around
this country and took testimony on
the test-tube baby experiment
from all sorts of people. Great men
like Joseph Stanton of Boston and
Professor Paul Ramsey at Prince-
ton gave remarkable arguments
against invitro fertilization. Yet
the advisory committee said it was
quite all right to go ahead with fer-
tilization of human eggs in Petrie
dishes, provided that they were
killed by the time they were two
weeks old if they were not trans-
planted into an acceptable uterus.

Who makes the rules about
that? Is this like abortion, a private
matter between a doctor and a pa-
tient, or is this a private matter
between the scientist in the
laboratory and the plumber who
installed the sink drain down
which these babies will be poured?

Who makes the rules in a mercy
killing? Very recently an article
appeared in a medical journal that
told of a study done in nine nursing
homes in Seattle. It was a very sim-
ple study, but a very revealing one.
They studied just one symptom:
fever. They wanted to know what
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the mortality rate was in nursing
homes when the symptom of fever
was treated with antibiotics (the
way you would like your fever
treated), compared to when it was
not treated at all. They found that
when fever was treated in a nurs-
ing home, the mortality rate was
nine percent; but if the fever was
untreated the mortality was fifty-
nine percent.

An investigation of the reasons
behind not giving antibiotics
revealed that a tremendous
number of non-medical factors
were taken into consideration. Pa-
tients were not treated because
they took too much nursing time,
had no family visitors or were can-
tankerous.

The people who really make
the rules about mercy killing are
not doctors, The rules are not
made in reference to medical deci-
sions alone: too many social factors
are brought in.

When I graduated from medi-
cal school (and I think those who
graduated within ten to fifteen
years of me would agree), I felt
that I had gone to medical school
to learn to save lives and alleviate
suffering. At least that was the im-
pression I came out with in 1941.
But with the semantics of the eu-
thanasia movement, this has be-
come distorted. Now they say, “If
your patient is causing suffering in
the family, get rid of your patient
to stop that suffering.” That is a far
cry from the high calling to the heal-
ing art that most physicians of my

youngster, but on the basis of
everything I know, I have to say
that the death of your child was
really a blessing in disguise.” That
I am able to look in retrospect
upon such a death as a blessing
does not entitle me to distribute
showers of blessings to the parents
of my other patients by elim-
inating problems that they might
have to face in raising a child who
was less than perfect.

Will There Be No Outcry?

It is very difficult to be a par-
ticipant in history and to under-
stand what is going on around you
with exactly the same perspective
you would have when you look
back on something that happened
ten or twenty years ago.

The euthanasia movement, and
I use that in the broadest sense
possible, is with us today in greater
strength than it has ever been at
any time in the history of what we
call modern civilization.

The Living Will is the thin edge
of the wedge that is going to bring
euthanasia to our land. It will not
be long before we are asked to
dignify this whole business by
enacting laws that justify not only
passive but active euthanasia.

The first step is always followed
by the second step. You might say,
“If the first step is moral, anything
that follows it will also be moral.”
But the important thing is that
before you complete the first step,
you have to think, “What is the
next step likely to be if I take this

I am concerned, chiefly because there is no outery . . . .

It is a repetition . . . of what we saw happen in Germany
before the Second World War.

era went to medical school to learn.

Many times I have operated
upon a newborn youngster who
subsequently dies and I have very
honestly expressed my sincere, in-
ward feelings to the parents. I
have said something like, “I am
very sorry that we lost your
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first step? Is it one that is solid, or
am I moving into a precarious
area?” Only then should you make
your decision.

I am concerned about legisla-
tion that would take the problems
of life and death out of the hands
of the medical profession—out of

the realm of trust between doctor
and patient or doctor and patient’s
family—and subject them to legal
decision and legal terminology.

Perhaps more than the law, I
fear the attitude of my own profes-
sion in sanctioning infanticide and
moving inexorably down the road
from abortion to infanticide and
on to euthanasia.

I am concerned, -chiefly,
because there is no outery. I can
understand that there really are
people who think that it is
legitimate to starve a baby to death
because they think they are doing
something right for society or are
practicing Hegel’s principle of a
utilitarian philosophy. But I can-
not understand why the other
people—and there are thousands
of them—do not stand up and be
counted. I am concerned about
this because it is a repetition, in
our culture, of what we saw hap-
pen in Germany before the Second
World War.

I am also concerned about
what is going to happen when we
add economics to the moral issues I
have discussed. It might be very
difficult for me to survive if I am a
social burden. But if I am a social
burden and an economic burden,
no matter how precious life might
be to me, I will not have a chance.

I fear that it will be said by a
historian in the latter days of this
century, that after the Supreme
Court decided upon abortion in
1973, the euthanasia movement
took a giant step forward and in-
fanticide began to be practiced
without any outery from the
medical profession. Euthanasia of
the elderly followed as the night
the day.

When the corruption of
medicine met the corruption of
law in the 1930s in Germany and
the prelude to the Holocaust was
begun, there was no outcry from
the rest of the medical and legal
professions; there was no outery
from the churches; there was no
outcry from the public. Don't let it
happen here! »
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The Welsh Revival

by David Edwards

IN THE 170 YEARS preceding
1904, Wales had known religious
revival in one or another locality
on more than fifteen different oc-
casions, giving Wales the title
“Land of Revivals.” Yet none of
these was as significant as the one
which occurred in the years 1904
and 1905.

David Lloyd George, who later
became the Prime Minister of
Great Britain during World War I,
said of this revival two months
after it began, “This remarkable
upheaval, which seems to be rock-
ing Welsh life like a great earth-
quake, is certainly the most re-
markable spiritual movement this
generation has witnessed.” This
assessment, especially coming
from a politician, is no small in-
dication of the significance of those
months.

Interestingly enough, some of
the early seeds of that extraor-
dinary event were sown in the
United States. In Scranton, Penn-
sylvania, in the later years of
the nineteenth century, Rev. W.S.
Jones, then pastor of the eight-
hundred-member First Welsh
Baptist Church, was convicted by
the Holy Spirit that his oratory
and dynamic preaching did not
reflect the qualities of New Testa-
ment ministry. In his despair he
sought and received new unction
from the Holy Spirit, and with this
added dimension to his ministry he
returned to Wales in 1897. Those
who had known him before he
emigrated were somewhat per-
plexed by the change they found in
him. There were many who were
convinced of his sincerity, yet
hostile to his new fervor. However,
in the six or seven years that
elapsed before the revival broke in
its heavenly fury in 1904, W.S.
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Jones was used of God to inspire
many of the younger pastors of his
beloved homeland.

There were others, apart from
the Rev. W.S. Jones, who were
already evidencing an appropria-
tion of power in their preaching
beyond their natural talents. It
was under the ministry of one of
these men, Seth Joshua, that the
most noted personality of the
revival was set apart by God. Evan
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Roberts, twenty-five years of age,
one of fourteen children, of
medium height, slender, brown-
haired, nervous in temperament,
no orator, no leader and, it was
said, lacking all the essential
qualities of greatness, was never-
theless the most visible channel of
God’s grace during those months.

Evan Roberts had begun his
working life at the age of twelve in
a coal mine. His initial respon-
sibilities there were to open the
door that would provide ventila-
tion and to dispel the vitiated,
foetid atmosphere so as to bring
some fresh inspiration and life-
giving oxygen to the hard-working
coal miners in the underground
tunnels. (I have wondered wheth-
er or not this is not illustrative of
the great work that he was after-
wards to do in bringing the fresh
breezes of the Holy Spirit to renew
faith and spiritual vigor to many
exhausted and struggling souls.)
He was afterwards apprenticed as

a blacksmith, but could not evade
the conviction that God had called
him to the ministry. A Calvinistic
Methodist, like those whom God
had used in two of the previous
most significant revivals in Wales,
Evans enrolled in seminary in the
fall of 1904.

For several months prior to
his enrollment, he had been
awakened regularly at night be-
tween the hours of 1:00 and 5:00
AM, to spend time in prayer and
communion.

One of the reservations that he
had about enrolling in Bible school
was whether or not it would mean
the loss of this heavenly fellowship
which he treasured. It was not in-
terrupted and, in visions he re-
ceived during this time, it was
made clear that he must return to
his home congregation to proclaim
the message of national revival the
Lord had given him. Letters writ-
ten on the day of his departure—
October 31, 1904—bear abundant
testimony to his vision and faith
that in the renewal of which he
was to be the public leader, God
would grant that 100,000 souls
would be converted.

Although only seventeen people
attended his first public service
on October 31, 1904, by November
29, less than a month later, the
work with which he was associated
had become so widely publicized
and was so highly regarded that he
earned the approbation of the
American evangelist, R.A. Torrey.
By the middle of November, ser-
vices were lasting nine hours,
and some services were convening
continuously for twenty-four-hour
periods.

The months of preparation
before enrolling in Bible school
had served to give him some
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understanding of God’s omnip-
otence and sovereignty, and early
meetings in his home church at
Loughor, convened with permis-
sion from his pastor, provided op-
portunity for him to air before that
small congregation the basic
message which he was afterwards
to repeat throughout the whole of
Wales.

That basic message had four
elements: 1) Confess all known sin;
2) Forsake all doubtful practices;
3) Yield immediate obedience to
the prompting of the Holy Spirit;
4) Confess Christ publicly. He
pressed these issues upon each and
every congregation and taught
them to pray in faith, “Lord, send
the Holy Spirit; Lord, send the Ho-
ly Spirit now; Lord, send the Holy
Spirit in Jesus’ name.”

It was not long before there
was abundant testimony that God
had heard and answered their
pravers. More that 35,000 conver-
sions were recorded in November
and December of 1904. The jail
population in the capital city of
Wales declined to 40% of the
previous year’s figures; drunken-
ness declined by 50%; political
debates became prayer meetings.
Trade union organizers, who had
previously found the local taverns
convenient meeting places, now
prohibited meetings on premises
licensed to sell liquor. Brewery
trade so declined that it became
less than .2% of previously
reported figures. Twenty thousand
new church members were en-
rolled in five weeks. Prayer
meetings were held nightly and
often twice daily in cities where
two weeks previously only a dozen
people would assemble for a mid-

week prayer meeting.

G. Campbell Morgan, the well-
known expositor and pastor of
Westminster Chapel, visited the

It was said of Roberts, that his
work was not that of appealing to
men, but that of creating an at-
mosphere by calling men to follow

Two hundred churches were built in East-
ern Europe as the result of a single Russian
student being touched by the revival.

revival scenes and reported that he
was part of a standing crowd
wedged so tightly that hands could
not be raised for three hours. He
refused to return because he felt
that the fame and publicity at-
tached to his announced presence
would detract from the signifi-
cance of the ministry of the Holy
Spirit in that revival. In one com-
munity the four leading members
of a militant agnostic society were
converted. The British and For-
eign Bible Society distributed four
times as many Bibles as in the
previous two months. There were
some courts that were without a
case to try for the first time in four-
teen years: a far cry from the back-
log we are familiar with today.

G. Campbell Morgan also
reported that at one of the services
he attended, in half of the audito-
rium he was only able to count
three women, the rest being men.

The revival needed no public
relations; it had a public relations
program all its own. The national
daily newspapers were so im-
pressed with the revival that
without any solicitation or
pressure from the churches, they
published special weekly editions
which were wholly given over to
news of the revival.

David Edwards presently serves as the executive vice president
of Elim Bible Institute in Lima, New York. For the past
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the guidance of the Spirit in what-
soever the Spirit should say. More
than anything, I suppose, it was
“atmosphere” that conveyed the
revival. That is not to attribute the
work of the Holy Spirit to at-
mosphere, but this is how He was
pleased to work at that time.

Consistently throughout the
months of ministry, Evan Roberts
would not commit himself to any
preplanned program. Often he
would not even announce the par-
ticular church at which he would
be present. This did not in any
way limit the work of God, for all
churches were blessed alike. There
were regular, daily afternoon
prayer meetings for women where
the attendance numbered in access
of 500. It was not uncommon for
coal miners to gather for prayer in
the bowels of the earth before
work commenced. In many in-
stances the management of the
coal mines reported that the
horses, which were used at that
time for pulling the long trains of
coal in the dark over-heated tun-
nels of the mines, had to be
reeducated because their masters
no longer used the brutal and
obscene language for which they
were most notorious before the
revival.

A journalist reported that if
John Wesley wanted to spend a
holiday outside of heaven, he
would spend it in South Wales.
Two hundred churches were built
in Eastern Europe as the result of
a single Russian student being
touched by the revival.

Was the revival Pentecostal?
Was it charismatic? Donald Gee,
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the noted English Pentecostal
teacher, said of it: “It is impossible
and would be historically incorrect
to disassociate the Pentecostal
movement from that remarkable
visitation of God’s Spirit.” The
scripture in Joel 2:28, where God
promised to pour out His Spirit on
all flesh, was often quoted during
the Welsh Revival as being ful-
filled. There were unquestioned
evidences of God’s Spirit at work
in the conviction, repentance,
restitution and renewal of those
who were affected by the revival.
Prostration, both voluntary and
involuntary, was common.
Principal T.C. Edwards had
said in 1899 that, “A second bap-
tism as a second stage in the
spiritual development is an im-
perative.” The ministry of holiness
preachers and those associated
with the Keswick movement had
familiarized Christians with the
phrase “baptism of the Holy
Spirit,” but few expected that such
an experience would be accom-
panied by a manifestation of
supernatural grace and power in
the way that charismatics and
Pentecostals would later teach.
There were indications through-
out the revival of what we might

and ministered to others in the
same way, although he was not
known as a healing evangelist.

Two of the most significant evan-
gelists of the United Kingdom,
George and Stephen Jeffries, were
both converted during the months
of this awakening. They were
afterwards to participate in the
founding of the Elim Foursquare
Church and the Assemblies of God
in Great Britain. Daniel Powell
Williams, the founder and first
president of the Apostolic Church,
was, with his brother, W. Jones
Williams, also converted during
these months of renewal.

What of its aftermath? A jour-
nalistic critic reported that of the
100,000 converted, 20,000 had left
the churches. That is extraor-
dinary testimony of the effec-
tiveness of the revival when one
considers that this assessment was
made by a critic who ignored the
fact that many of the 20,000 had
left historic denominations in
order to associate themselves with
new Pentecostal and other in-
dependent churches. That would
indicate that more than 80% of
the conversions during that move
of God remained faithful and ac-
tive believers. Estimates made of

There were unquestioned evidences of God’s
Spirit at work in the conviction, repentance,
restitution and renewal of those who were
affected by the revival.

call “a word of knowledge” or
“discerning of spirits.” It is
recorded that on one of the few
occasions when Evan Roberts min-
istered publicly some years after
the revival had declined from its
early impetus, that he prayed for
the sick and exercised the ministry
of exorcism. W.S. Jones, who was
mentioned earlier, knew a remark-
able experience of divine healing
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those who persevere under con-
temporary evangelistic ministry
range from only 2 to 10%.

Early in 1905, in a national
daily newspaper, Roberts was
publically criticized by a fellow
clergyman. This criticism coin-
cided with Roberts’ move to North
Wales where his audiences were
socially and culturally different.
The strain of the ministry was

beginning to take its toll, and
Roberts withdrew from public
ministry for about ten days. Dur-
ing this time of isolation, his health
did not improve. He was taken to
the home of Mrs. Jesse Penn Lewis
in April 1906. Apart from some oc-
casional appearances, he never
again ministered in public, and
certainly never on the scale or with
the effect that he had previously
known.

It was an emotional period, but
historians note that the revival of
1904 was less emotional than any
Welsh revival which had preceded
it. And, as was said at that time,
life with exuberance is to be
preferred over death with com-
posure.

The far-ranging effect of the
Welsh Revival was that it caused
the Lord’s people elsewhere to ask,
“Why only Wales?” Reports of the
great blessing which had accom-
panied the ministry of Evan
Roberts and others proved suffi-
cient to provoke the faith of many
in Scandinavia, Europe, the
United States, India and in those
parts of Great Britain which had
not been significantly moved dur-
ing the months of 1904 and 1905.

Not the least of these places in
England was the Anglican church
in Sunderland where, under the
ministry of Canon A.A. Boddy, a
healthy charismatic congregation
was established. It was here that
Smith Wigglesworth, of interna-
tional Pentecostal fame, received
the baptism of the Holy Spirit
on October 28, 1907. Although
Pentecostal churches in Great Brit-
ain have not reached the dimen-
sions of their American counter-
parts, their missionary endeavor
and their zeal for God has served
to bless many nations around the
world.

Who could have seen these con-
sequences of the obedience of a
freshman seminary student who
yielded his life to God in those
months of September and October
19047 ¥
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THE CHALLENGE of God’s
people in every age is to be the
light in a world that is often blind.
Can a church or nation lose its
light? That light, and the respon-
sibility we have to preserve it is
what I will be sharing with you in
this article.

In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in
the beginning . . . .

In him was life, and that life was
the light of men. The light shines in
the darkness, but the darkness has not
understood it (Jn. 1:1, 4-5).

John the Apostle had and
shared the light of God, and be-
cause he testified to the divinity
of Jesus Christ, he was banished to
the island of Patmos. Yet, even on
Patmos, he had further revelation
in the form of a vision of the
ascended Christ, a vision so ra-
diant that he was overcome by
it.

The vision John had is a
message from the Revealer of
the Light to the possessors of
that Light—from Him who is the
Revelation to those who bear
the revelation. The message is
this: “I know your deeds. I see
how faithfully you are bearing
the light. Those who overcome
the problems associated with
bearing the Light will receive
great rewards, but those who
neglect My word will lose their
light.”

How Valuable is the Light?

How valuable is spiritual in-
sight? How important is moral
truth to a people? How necessary is
it that a church or nation know
God in present reality? How vital
is it to have a present revelation of
His purpose?

When I was a small boy, my
family visited the Carlsbad
Caverns in New Mexico. The
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caverns were filled with dark
mysteries, bats, deep holes and
slippery, unexplored paths. Our
guide led us down one path until
we could no longer see daylight,
and then he said, “Now we are go-
ing to turn out the lights so you can
see how dark it is down here with-
out lights. If you stayed in this
much darkness for three days, you
would be blind.” Then, out went
the lights! It was so dark I could
not see my dad, who was standing
next to me—but I held his hand as
tightly as I could. Standing there
in the blackness, I longed for the
light.

Darkness makes godly men long
for the light—it always has. Enoch
knew how valuable the light was
and he followed it until one day it
changed him totally—he was
translated into heaven. Noah
knew, and it brought him through
the flood. Abraham knew, and it
led him to seek a city whose
Builder and Maker was God.
Joseph knew, and it led him out of
his father’s house into prison, and
out of prison into leadership.
Moses knew it as he watched it
burn in a bush and as it spoke to
him of salvation for millions. Jesus
knew. He came to a darkened
planet to light it with heaven’s ra-
diance.

The revelation of God is the
fire in the lamp. Without a revela-
tion from God, people are in
darkness, surrounded by danger on
a crooked, slippery, unexplored
path; a company of fools shouting,
“Let’s try this!” “There is a way
that seems right to a man, but in
the end it leads to death” (Pr.
14:12).

Why do we gather ourselves
together as God’s people? Is it to
run from the hostility of the
world? No, we are not escapists.
The reason we meet is because we
have seen a light—God’s love and
nature. We have seen a vision, and
we have come to the Lord—the
Light of the world. We hunger to
be in an atmosphere where the
light is bright and the Glory of the
Lord is revealed.

I am reminded of Isaiah’s
prophecy in Isaiah 60:2-3: “See,
darkness covers the earth and thick
darkness is over the peoples, but
the Lord will rise upon you and his
glory appears over you. Nations
will come to your light, and kings
to the brightness of your dawn.”
God has called us out of darkness
into His “marvellous light,” so that
we are able to see with discern-
ment in the world in which we
live. We can see Him, creation,
and one another in the light of His
purpose.

How Has God Revealed Him-
self to Us?

God has spoken to us many
times in various ways. It is evident -
that He desires to make Himself
known to those who desire to know
Him because He has often, in a
variety of ways, taken the in-
itiative. Hebrews 1:1 tells us the
most definitive way God has
revealed Himself. “In the past God
spoke to our forefathers through
the prophets at many times and in
various ways, but in these last days
he has spoken to us by his Son.”
Even without the revelation of the
Son, Romans chapter one tells us
that all men are without excuse in
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regard to knowing God, because
creation itself reveals God. Any
man who desires to know God
could begin to know Him through
creation.

The wrath of God is being revealed
from heaven against all the
godlessness and wickedness of men
who suppress the truth by their
wickedness, since what may be known
about God is plain to them, because
God has made it plain to them. For
since the creation of the world God’s
invisible qualities—his eternal power
and divine nature—have been clearly
seen, being understood from what has
been made, so that men are without
excuse . . . . They exchanged the
truth of God for a lie, and worshipped
and served created things rather than
the Creator—who is forever praised.
Amen (Rom. 1:18-20,25).
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Before the beginning, God was
there to start everything and create
all that exists. Creation was not an
accident—it was systematically
planned and created by a sover-
eign Being whom we call God.
The more we learn about creation,
the more we learn about the
Creator. Psalms 19:1 says, “The
heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his
hands.” That being true, it is ob-
vious that our God is infinitely
wise and powerful. He is sovereign
and unsearchable. The expanse of
His domain is undiscovered by
our most powerful telescopes.
Newer, more powerful telescope
lenses only reveal more stars on
new horizens. Conversely, turning
from the massive to the minute,
there are yet infinite secrets locked
up in molecules and atoms. The

universes inside our world are as
unfathomable as the universes out-
side.

We have discovered that gal-
axies made up of billions of stars
tend to cluster together, so that
there are groups of galaxies or
super galaxies. These “super gal-
axies” may have only a few gal-
axies in the group or a few thou-
sand galaxies in the group, each
galaxy having up to one-hundred
billion stars. Galaxies within a
given group may be only one-
hundred and fifty thousand light
years from one another. A light
year is the distance light can travel
at one-hundred and eighty-six
thousand miles per second in a
year's time. If my calculation is
correct, light can travel eleven
million, one-hundred and sixty
thousand miles a minute. To figure
out how far light travels in one
year (a light year) I punched the
appropriate numbers on my
calculator and it flashed back,
“Don’t be silly!”

Space is so vast that galaxies
that close together are thought to
be in a group. Super galaxies may
be one-hundred and fifty million
light years from other super galax-
ies. Some day we may discover
that all the time we were looking
out from the inside of a large
molecule.

Regarding the testimony of
God’s creation, the Apostle Paul
states that when so-called wise
men ignore the God of creation,
they fall into darkness and social
decadence. They become fools
who center everything in humani-
ty. While exalting humanity, they
fall victim to depraved practices,
homosexuality, and all sorts of
violence against one another.

How can such an educated peo-
ple commit so many homicides,
most of them family related? How
can so many people of all ages take
so many drugs, drink so much li-
quor, and have so many mental
disorders, and now find themselves
so paralyzed by a small band of
communist youths in a faraway
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nation so backward and deceived
as Iran?

I'll tell you why. Creation
doesn’t work without the Creator.
Creation is not a playground for
fools, a diamond mine for the vain,
or an oil well for rebels. Creation is
the revelation of God Almighty,
and it, creation, is angry. It is
groaning to be delivered from the
bumbling hands of those who are
blind to God’s glory. It waits for
sons of God who will rule it under
God, who will cherish it as God’s
work and God’s glory!

Creation is not the product of
science, philosophy, technology,
or religion. It is the Lord’s—it
reveals Him—and He will redeem
it.

The Law

In addition to speaking to us
through creation, God has spoken
to us through the law. We live in a
day when church and nation are
wont to cast aside any edict which
denies self-gratification. But the
law is a statement from and about
God. Exodus 19 and 20, and Deu-
teronomy 4 and 5 make numerous
statements about the importance of
the law as reflecting the nature of
God. In fact, the Bible is full of
such references. Israel is told that
obedience to the law is the condi-
tion that will allow Israel to receive
the inheritance. Israel is told that
receiving God’s law is a unique
blessing to them, and is a reflection
of God'’s special favor. The law will
preserve them as a nation. And for
thirty-four hundred years Israel has
been preserved.

The law further tells us that
God is jealous: He hates idols, will
not tolerate the vain use of His
name, and requires man to work
productively six days and rest one.
He commands that parents be hon-
ored, life be protected, marriage
be upheld, and that theft, lying,
and covetousness be forbidden.

The law is not only a statement
from God; it is a statement about
God. It tells us what He is like, and
what He expects of those who bear
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His light. When Jesus came, He
did not lower the standard. In-
deed, He raised the standard even
higher. In Matthew 5:17-20 He
said:

Do not think that I have come to
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I
have not come to abolish them but to
fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until
heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a
pen, will by any means disappear
from the Law until everything is ac-
complished. Anyone who breaks one
of the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do the same will
be called least in the kingdom of
heaven, but whoever practices and
teaches these commands will be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I

visions and have heard truth from
God that gave light to people who
would otherwise have perished in
the dark. Those men were and are
called to speak forth to the people
what is on God’s mind.

Elijah, Jeremiah, Elisha, and
Daniel are a few prophets that
come to mind. Among my favor-
ites is Isaiah. He saw as far back to
the beginning and before as any
seer and as far toward the end of
the age as any. But Isaiah, like the
other prophets, was rejected by
Israel.

Jesus referred to Israel’s refusal
and even hatred of the prophets of
God in the parable of the vineyard
and the rebellious husbandmen in
Luke 20:9-16.

In another parable, a story

tell you that unless your righteousness
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law, you will certainly
not enter the kingdom of heaven.

No nation or church can ignore
the law and still keep its light. He
who walks among the lampstands
looks to see if we treasure the light.
He listens for those who fear His
name, worship Him as Creator,
and keep His commandments. He
has written their names in His
book.

Prophets

God has also spoken to us by
prophets. Throughout history God
has selected and sensitized various
men to His voice. They have seen

about a rich man and a beggar
named Lazarus, Jesus again cites
Israel’s rejection of God’s
prophets. The poor man, Lazarus,
went to Abraham’s bosom and the
rich man went to hell. From hell
he saw Lazarus and Abraham a
long way off in heaven and asked
that Lazarus might dip his finger
in water and cool the rich man’s
tongue.

“No,” Abraham replied.
“There’s an uncrossable gulf be-
tween us.”

“Send him to my five brothers,
then,” he pleaded, “so they won’t
come here. They will listen to
someone who has risen from the
dead.”

Then Abraham said, “They
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have Moses and the prophets. If
they do not listen to Moses and the
prophets, they won't be convinced
if someone rises from the dead.”

The parable proved true, for
the same Jerusalem that killed the
Prophet Jesus also rejected the
resurrected Jesus.

God places a lot of importance
on our hearing prophets. If we
receive them, we receive Him.
Churches in our generation want
polish, not prophets. So they are
polished, but they are not pro-
phetic. I pray God to elevate pro-
phetic gifts among us. I pray that
we can be a prophetic people to
our generation.

The Son

God’s expressiveness is recorded
in the infinitely elaborate creation.
His profundity is apparent in a
statement of law that has stood
unimproved upon for thirty-four
hundred years. The power of His
inspired utterances were enacted
by holy men of old who moved na-
tions, changed history, and per-
formed miraculous feats by the
word of their mouths. But God’s
greatest statement, his most elo-
quent utterance in time and eterni-
ty is Jesus Christ—the Word of
God.

When we look outside we see
creation. When we look at Jesus
we see the Creator. When we look

at Exodus and Deuteronomy we
see the law. But when we look at

Jesus we see the Lawgiver. When
we look at Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel and Daniel we see the
prophets, but when we look at
Jesus we see the source of fulfill-
ment of all prophecy. He is the
heir of all things, the radiance and
exact representation of God, the

sustainer of all things, the
redeemer of all things.
26
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Colossians adds that He is the
center of our social universe, and
our purpose is to please Him and
know Him. He is the source of our
endurance. He is the one who has
qualified us to share in His in-
heritance. He is our deliverer out
of darkness; the forgiver of our sin;
the image of God; the firstborn of
a new race; the head of the Church
and preeminent in all things. He is
the fullness of God manifest; the
reconciler; peacemaker; and He is
the one in whom is hid all the
treasures of God.

If God holds us accountable for
the words of angels, the law, and
the prophets, how shall we escape
if we neglect to hear Jesus? Crea-
tion is a pamtmg — Jesus is the art-
ist. The law is a book—Jesus is the
author. Prophets are servants—
Jesus is the King of kings.

U.S. News and World Report
just did their annual “Who Runs
America?” survey. They discovered
that organized religion dropped
from twenty-sixth place to twenty-
eighth in the ranking of institu-
tions that wield power in America.
Among leaders, not one religious
leader was selected as being
significant in American leader-
ship. It would seem that Ameri-
cans want to, keep God and His
servants away from significant
roles. Or, is God withdrawing the
Light?

Jesus Christ is saying to
America, “I know your deeds. If
you can hear, listen to what the

Spirit is saying. Repent of
humanism—both secular and reli-
gious. Repent of pride. Return to
the law of God, or I will take away
your light, which is already grow-
ing dim.”

He is saying to the Church: “I
know your deeds. If you can hear,
listen to what the Spirit is saying.
Repent. Separate yourself from
secular fads. Humble yourself.
Once again acknowledge God as
Creator. Acknowledge and keep
His law. Listen to the prophets.
Serve Me without being embar-
rassed. Prophesy to the nations
that a day of darkness is at hand
and gross darkness shall cover the
people. Declare that our God
reigns and His glory shall come
upon His people and kings shall
come to their brightness. Say to
him that overcomes and does My
will to the end that I will give him
authority over the nations.”

These things which I have
declared are what I believe Jesus
Christ is saying to the Church. But
what is He saying to you? I en-
courage you to listen to Jesus
Christ today, for He is the Light of
our life. In the day that is coming
the Sun of Righteousness shall arise
with healing in His wings, and
light will be upon those who
cherish the light. But darkness will
be upon those who reject the light,
and they will walk in darkness and
stumble in their foolishness. They
will build their own gallows and
be their own hangman. v
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In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up
a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left
to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and

bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.
Daniel 2:44

Everyone has turned away, they have together become cor-
rupt; there is no one who does good, not even one. Will the
evildoers never learn . . . . Psalms 53:3.,4

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one
like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his
presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign
power; all peoples, nations and men of every language
worshipped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will
never be destroyed. Daniel 7:13-14

. . .the men also abandoned natural relations with
women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men
committed indecent acts with other men, and received in
themselves the due penalty for their perversion. Further-
more, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the
knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind,
to do what ought not to be done. They have become filled
with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity.
They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice.
They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, ar-
rogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they
disobey their parents; they are senseless, faithless,
heartless, ruthless. Although they know God’s righteous
decree that those who do such things deserve death, they
not only continue to do these very things but also approve
of those who practice them. Romans 1:27-32

Of the increase of his government and peace there will be
no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and
righteousness from that time on and forever. Isaiah 9:7
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Ern Baxter

NW: In your last Update, you shared about the
tremendous improvement in your health. What fur-
ther improvements have you experienced since then?
EB: First of all, I would like to express my pleasure
at the positive responses I received from New Wine
Magazine readers regarding my Update in the Janu-
ary 1980 issue. It was exciting to see the concern
among Christian men—perhaps more specifically
among their wives, who were concerned about the
welfare of their husbands. My wife Ruth enjoyed
responding to inquiries and kept quite busy sending
out bread recipes to many of the wives.

As far as my personal health is concerned, my
sugar has stabilized and there is no sign of the
diabetes. It’s such a relief to not have to poke myself
with a needle every morning for an insulin injection.
Up to now I have lost forty pounds. In fact, I've
been without those forty pounds for several weeks
now and I'm keeping them off. Ruth and I are walk-
ing regularly—morning and evening.

I'm also getting in some vigorous racketball. So
as a result of these improved developments and ac-
tivities, I am very alive and alert physically—much
better than a year ago when it was difficult for me to
even walk without angina pain.

I don’t want to give the impression that the
remarkable measure of restoration I've experienced
is some kind of return to youth. I have very
significantly upgraded my physical condition, but I
am still semi-bald, the vacancies in my mouth have
not sprouted new teeth and this upgrade of health
has not eliminated any wrinkles. But I am praising
God for my ability to age a little more gracefully
than I was a year ago. Because of all this, I continue
to be a bit evangelistic about the necessity for taking
care of your health, especially to young people.

NW: Could you enlarge upon the importance of pay-
ing attention to good health when you’re young?
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EB: The problem is (and I experienced this
myself), when you are young you can abuse your
physical machinery and seem to get away with it.
But it is amazing how much it catches up with you.
It’s like sin. Paul says that you are heaping up wrath
against wrath. It piles up and then all of a sudden it
hits you. This is happening to many servants of God.
My concern is to find a way to get young men and
women to see that now is the time in their lives to
build some real life insurance into their physical
bodies.

NW: Could you let our readers know some of your
reasons for moving to Mobile?

EB: First of all, let me say that moving is always
rather painful and traumatic; but this move was
made much easier by my improved physical condi-
tion. I am amazed at my physical responses as op-
posed to the last move we made when I was not
well, which was terribly burdensome. We're in the
process of getting settled and enjoying our new
home.

I think that my coming to Mobile was something
in the spiritual evolution of God’s purpose for me. I
had moved from Ft. Lauderdale to Southern Cali-
fornia a couple of years ago to do some teaching at
the Morris Cerullo School of Ministry. About six
months before we decided to move again, Ruth and
I had been talking and we felt that a change was
coming for us, and we both felt very strongly that
we ought to consider Mobile as our permanent
home. I mentioned this to Charles Simpson, who is
senior pastor of Gulf Coast Covenant Church in
Mobile, while he was visiting with us during a time
of ministry in California and his response was a
very, very positive one.

For several years I have felt a closeness to Brother
Charles—in fact that feeling dates back to our first
meeting at the Seattle Charismatic Conference in
1971. Later on when I came into covenant relation-
ship with the other teachers, including Charles, a
real warmth developed between us as our relation-
ship continued to grow. While I am the oldest
member of the teachers, and Charles is the
youngest, I have no problem looking to him as a
pastor in my life. I don’t want to sound audacious,
but I also hope to be able to serve him in some way
through my pastoral experience and support by
moving to Mobile.

I also felt that in my latter years of life I needed
to be in some kind of stable situation which could
serve as a base for whatever service was left in me.
Through the years of covenant relationship with the
teachers, I have also grown close to Don Basham,
Editor of New Wine Magazine, and have had an in-
terest in the success of the New Wine Magazine.
When God providentially brought Don to Mobile
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with New Wine’s move here, I felt that there was
some significance in that for me—and when the op-
portunity and time seemed to be right, Ruth and I
made the move.

There was another factor in our decision to
move. Having moved around the country and the
world for so many years, being responsible for
establishing and strengthening churches, we often
missed out on the kind of church life in which we
could take refuge and find security, rather than
bearing the main responsibility for the church. We
felt that Mobile offered us the personal sense of
spiritual and church security we were in need of.

Since coming to Mobile I have only been con-
firmed in feeling that Gulf Coast Covenant Church
is a most unique church. It pretty well represents
what I have personally envisioned as a community
of Christian people in church life through the years.

NW: What are the practical outworkings of your role
in the ministry here in Mobile?

EB: The brothers have graciously received me. I'm
serving in the leadership of Gulf Coast Covenant
Church, which permits me the opportunity of shar-
ing from my pastoral experience and the ability to
lend what support I can to Brother Charles and the
elders. From time to time I will be sharing with
those who are part of the church in its public
meetings. I hope to become more involved in New
Wine Magazine as opportunity affords, and I also
hope to have the chance to do some writing.

NW: What subjects will you be directing your atten-
tion to in future writing and study?

EB: As soon as I get settled from our move, I want to
zero in on two things presently on my mind. The re-
sponse to the January Update stirred me to the point
of feeling that rather than trying to answer letters
about my remarkably improved health on an indi-
vidual basis, I would like to put something out in
book form—reporting my own experience, offering
some concrete suggestions, and giving some counsel
as to how people can upgrade their physical,
spiritual and mental health.

I also carry a concern to examine biblical facts
concerning nations. We are presently witnessing a
great deal of interaction and conflict among nations,
and as we search for reasons for this, we wonder
about it, and take sides on the issue. But the Bible is
very clear that behind national and international
problems is one Whom the Bible calls the “God of
the nations.” These are the two subjects that I have
assigned myself to for this year.

Also, the other teachers have asked me to work
on the preparation of a training curriculum—
training material for men who are emerging into
various aspects of Christian leadership. We don't
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know at this point just what form that will take.

NW: Do you have any upcoming speaking
engagements around the country that you are par-
ticularly excited about?

EB: My traveling has been reduced considerably
due to my move, and due to what I feel are more
demanding priorities. However, I am looking for-
ward to spending the month of September in South
America. I'm also doing some traveling and speaking
at leadership conferences. But at the present, I
would like to apply myself to getting settled here,
finding more about what God wants me to do.

NW: What priorities do you see facing you personally
on the national level with the Body of Christ?

EB: My personal priorities probably fall into two
categories. First, I feel that in the beginning God
called me to be a proclaimer, and this is what I must
be involved in. My field has been preaching and pro-
claiming and I'm looking to God for the kind of plat-
form that will enable me to best proclaim the Word
of God.

I especially feel it is a priority to proclaim some of
the great objective truths of redemption. So often we
get bogged down with the “how-to’s” and lose sight
of the great objective realities that give us the
ground to build up the Body of Christ.

Then 1 feel it a priority to prepare the people of
God for whom I am responsible to face the obvious
world erisis in which we find ourselves—one which
many Christians are ill-prepared to face.

NW: Do you feel a responsibility for the Church on a
national level to speak to the nation in some way?
EB: Yes, but I believe that proclamation without a
solid platform can sometimes be just a noise and
that’s why I'm greatly concerned about the disunity
among the people of God. It’s great to be able to
declare the concepts of the Kingdom, and declare
the sovereign purposes of God—His right and inten-
tion to reign—but if in actuality we don’t form
behind those concepts a solid block of unanimity,
then the concepts fall to the ground for lack of a
platform. I sincerely believe that God will pre-
cipitate whatever crisis is necessary to bring that
kind of unity about, because I believe it is His pur-
pose to have a voice to the world through the
redeemed community. If the world is going to hear
the voice of God, they’re going to hear it through the
people of God. It’s not going to be some voice out of
the clouds—it’s going to come through a very real
living witness and demonstration of God’s people as
they relate to one another under the Lordship of
Christ. I believe the bankruptcy of the unregenerate
community makes them a ready audience for what
we have to do and teach.¥
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Intercessors Report by john Beckett,

President of Intercessors for America

Pat Boone addressing |8
“Washington for Jesus.” &

WE SHOULDN'T BE sur-
prised, although we can be disap-
pointed, that “the world” hardly
noticed “Washington for Jesus” on
April 29. Total coverage on eve-
ning TV network news was under
a minute. The number of congress-
men and senators attending the
huge rally barely made double-
digits. Secular society gave a big
yawn at the largest D.C. gathering
since the ‘76 Bicentennial. With
their preconceptions and biases,
they're far more impressed with a
few thousand strident feminists or
an assemblage of lonely, deluded
gay-activists demanding their
rights. They couldn’t get very ex-
cited about 600,000 to 700,000*
Christians who probably spent $75
million of their own money,
missed work, arrived and left
peacefully, and graciously spared
the taxpayers the cost of picking up
their litter after them.

But then, the real challenge of
this event was not to impress
Walter Cronkite or even Jimmy
Carter, who was at the White
House just a mile away, but gave
the gathering no notice what-
soever. The challenge was to seek
God in repentance, fasting and
prayer. While this is hardly stuff
for headlines, it is ultimately the
only way this nation is going to be
brought back from the edge of the
abyss. It is the timeless prescrip-
tion that God has always given to
people and nations in time of
crisis:

“Jehoshaphat
30

feared, and set

himself to seek the Lord, and pro-
claimed a fast throughout all Judah.

And Judah gathered themselves to-
gether, to ask help of the Lord . . . ”
(2 Chron. 20:3-4).

“Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn
assembly, gather the elders...”
(Joel 1:14).

The important question is not
whether “Washington for Jesus”
got through to man, but did it get
through to God? Only He knows
how genuine the repentance was,
how pure the motives were, and
how God-centered were the at-
titudes of that potpourri of His
people. But as one observer, I felt
there was an impact in the heav-
enlies.

As dawn broke, God was open-
ly praised with outstretched arms,
and mighty choruses greeted the
steadily mounting influx of
visitors. In mid-morning, the
clouds, which had poured out
drenching rains the previous night,
parted and we were immersed in
glorious warm sun. One speaker
after another led in prayer and in
brief challenges from God’s word.
In early afternoon, we slipped to
our knees on the rain-soaked
ground to confess that we have
failed God, that we have had our
focus upon our problems, and have
not placed our faith and trust in
Him. We then besought Him for
righteousness, beginning with the
Church, and for godly leadership
both in Washington and in our
local areas. We asked that He
would lead us in warfare against

secular humanism, sexual perver-
sion and the selfishness and greed
that has resulted in nearly
2,000,000 abortions each year in
America.

In late afternoon, we moved to
a time of proclamation, and with
every arm stretched toward the
Capitol, we came against prin-
cipalities and powers that have
held Congress in Satan’s bondage,
and asked God to fall upon that
place: for the Holy Spirit to move
up and down the halls and into the
offices, for hearts to be changed
and for our congressmen and
senators and their staffs to submit
to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. It
was a glorious moment as we envi-
sioned in that instant a nation
functioning under the Lordship of
Cod, and as we saw a church
working for a common purpose,
united in His love.

The war won’t be won because
of “Washington for Jesus.” We
may have given the gates of hell a
good kick, but we must press in.
We must see the leadership of the
church continue to work with each
other, and for the common good.
We must continue to see the kind
of self-sacrifice and love for each
other that believers demonstrated
on that day. More than ever, we
sense that the task is that of the
church, not our elected officials
and that within the church, the
heart of the task is intercession.
May God grant us the grace to
“run and not be weary” in this
critical hour! w

*Estimated by “Washington for
Jesus” officials after viewing aerial
photographs and comparing with
the Bicentennial. The secular press
reports varied from 100-200,000,
an amazing underestimate.

For more information, write: IFA, P.O.
Box D, Elyria, OH 44035.
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A
Critical
Issue

by Beverly LaHaye

A few weeks ago we received
a letter from Beverly LaHaye—
wife of speaker and author Tim
LaHaye—in which she expressed
mounting concern about several
areas of moral decline in the
United States. We felt it would be
appropriate to publish excerpts in
New Wine from the letter in which
Beverly LaHaye said:

I JUST CAN'T keep quiet
about ERA and The International
Year of the Child. I have seen too
much of this throughout the world
to just step aside and let this
nonsense take hold of America.

This movement does not want
the traditional family life of a
father, mother, and children to
continue. Their first major step
towards achieving this is to pass
the ERA (Equal Rights Amend-
ment). Here is a list of a few things
that the ERA will do for you:

1) ERA will invalidate all state
laws which require a husband to
support his family. You sud-
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denly have equal responsibility
to support your family finan-
cially (Yale Law Journal
944-45).

2) ERA would require that there
be no segregation of the sexes
in prisons, reform schools, pub-
lic schools, college dormitories,
hospital rooms, and other public

facilities (Congressional Record,
22 March 1972, S4543).

3) ERA will abolish seduction
laws, statutory rape laws, pros-
titution and manifest danger
laws (Yale Law Journal 954,
964).

4) ERA will require you to
acknowledge homosexuality as
an acceptable lifestyle (Yale

Beverly LaHaye is an author, lec-
turer, concerned mother and the wife
of Dr. Tim LaHaye, founder of Chris-
tian Heritage College. They reside in
Southern California.

Law Journal 963, 966).

5) Boys’ schools and girls
schools, most private schools,
and even many churches would
be jeopardized.

6) In regards to enforcing ERA,
it gives complete and ultimate
authority to the Federal govern-
ment over all state and local
government. You lose your own
freedom to choose and decide
for yourself.

. ..the list goes on and
on . . . just how much change the
ERA would further impose on
common sense is still anybody’s
guess. You can be certain that its
ratification would open the
floodgates of litigation.

However, of this you can be
sure, with the Equal Rights
Amendment it will be unconstitu-
tional to pass any law that dif-
ferentiates between men and
women.

This means . . . it will be un-
constitutional to pass any law to
protect women, and Congress will
be forced to see that no states make
any exceptions.

A pastor in North Carolina
has written—“Every week, army
women come to see me complain-
ing that they are put on men’s jobs
such as outside work with shovels
and axes. When the women en-
listed, they expected to have
women’s work such as clerks or
laundry workers. They don’t like
being treated like male soldiers.”

The ERA would require that
men and women be treated alike
with respect to military service.
Can you imagine what would hap-
pen to your daughters if they ever
became prisoners of war?

The Equal Rights Amendment
offers women nothing in the way
of equality that women in America
do not already have. It would,
however, take away rights and
privileges that American women
have achieved that make our life
here the best in the world.
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That is why I am writing to
you.

Read for yourself some of
ERA’s leaders’ own words. They
appear below as taken from a
booklet published by Concerned
Women for America.

“We must destroy love . . .
Love promotes vulnerability,
dependence, possessiveness, sus-
ceptibility to pain, and prevents
the full development of woman’s
human potential by directing all
her energies outward in the in-
terest of others.”

— Women’s Liberation,
from the Second Year.

Notes

“No deity will save us, we must

save ourselves. Promises of immor-
tal salvation or fear of eternal
damnation are both illusory and
harmful.”
—Humanist Manifesto II, signed
by Betty Friedan, Founder of Na-
tional Organization of Women.
(NOW)

“The ERA has become both
symbol and substance for the
whole of the modern women’s
movement for equality . . . I am
convinced if we lose this struggle
we will have little hope in our own
lifetime of saving our right to abor-
ot . ..

—Betty Friedan,
Fund Raising Letter

NOW-ERA

“All of history must be re-
written in terms of the oppression
of women. We must go back to an-
cient female rehgmns (like witch-
craft) .

—The Document declaration of
feminism.

“Marriage has existed for the
benefit of men and has been a
legally sanctioned method of con-
trol over women . . . the end of
the institution of marriage is a
necessary condition for the libera-
tion of women. Therefore, it is im-
portant for us to encourage women
to leave their husbands and not
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to live individually with men . . .
we must work to destroy it (mar-
riage).”

—The Document, declaration of
feminism.

“It (divorce) makes for better
family life . . .Divorce improves
the quality of marriage.”

—Dr. Mary Jo Bane

“By the year 2000 we will,
I hope, raise our children to
believe in human potential, not
God.;:..”
—Gloria Steinam, Editor of Ms.
Magazine

“We really don’t know how to
raise children. . . the fact that
children are raised in families
means there’s no equality . . . in
order to raise children with equal-
ity, we must take them away from
families and raise them . . . .
—Dr. Mary Jo Bane, associate
director of Wellesley College’s
Center for Research on Women

“SANTA CRUZ—Nearly 400
women picked different notes and
held them, catching their breaths
at different times so the sound
droned unabated for five minutes.
The eerie monotones from this
congregation of sorts reverberated
against the angular outside walls
of the Theater of Performing Arts
and filtered through clumps of tall
pines on the UC Santa Cruz cam-
pus. The hymnic call was to the
Goddess. Later in the day, en-
couraged by the beat of bongo
drums, spontaneous groups of
circling women danced bare-
breasted in scenes suggestive of
fro!icking wood nymphs.

. More than a successful
tmwers:ty extension course,
however, the event was indicative
of a burgeoning spiritual dimen-
sion to the women’s liberation
movement in America.”

. . . Christine Downing, head
of San Diego State University's
religious studies department, es-
timates that many—if not most

—spiritually sensitive women in
the women’s movement are willing
to replace the biblical God with a
frankly pagan and polytheistic ap-
proach.

...A Santa Cruz woman,
Ebony of the Mountain, 38, said,
‘Some of the women think of them-
selves as witches, but not all.”’
—Part 1, Pages 3, 19,20,—Los
Angeles Times, 10 April 1978

£a . the new liberated
woman of 1970 is not an old bat-
tleax. Well-educated, privileged,
she is often attractive and almost
always young . . . she is, in addi-
tion, idealistic, intense . .. and
she is furious. She has nothing
against pre-marital sex and has
usually tried it. It’s just that she
finds it disappointing at best, not
worth the trouble (isn’t it easier to
masturbate?) . . .she wants to re-
form sex practices in line with sex
experiments . . .Bad language is a
way of proving you're not a lady,
so liberated women may toss off

. the four letter words from
which men extract a sexual
thrill . .
—Caroline Bird, Born Female

. for the sake of those who
wish to live in equal partnership,
we have to abolish and reform the
institution of legal marriage.”
—Gloria Steinam, speech in
Houston, Texas.

“Miss Ti-Grace Atkinson, a
founding member of “The Fem-
inist” and a former president of
“NOW?” claims that women under-
stand her. She seeks to eliminate
sex, marriage, motherhood and
love, claiming that marriage is
legalized servitude. That male-
female relationship is the basis for
all human oppression.”

—(The Pantagraphy, Sept. 20,
1970)

We can combat this assault on
our rights and the future of our
families if we each do our part
whether it be large or small. »
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SHOW SOMEONE YOU CARE.
GIVE THEM NEW WINE

YOU CAN HELP

Thousands upon thousands of people need New
Wine, but they aren’t even aware that such a
magazine exists. Many of them may be your
neighbors or business associates; it could be
anyone you come into contact with during the

day.
HERE'S HOW

You can be our eyes, ears, and hands by helping
us find these people who could benefit from a
taste of New Wine. To send New Wine to a friend
or a neighbor, just use the form below. We'll
send her or him a letter stating that New Wine is
on the way at your request. It costs us approxi-
mately $10.00 to send New Wine for a year. You
can help us offset the expense by enclosing a
tax-deductible contribution for each name you
submit.

e & 8 ® @ & & & & & % & & & & 0 80

Please send New Wine Magazine for one year to
the friends whose names are listed below.
Enclosed is my gift of $____ for each
person recommended. | realize this does not
represent a subscription, but a tax-deductible
gift which makes it possible for you to send New
Wine.

Please type or print.

Name:

Address:

City: _ State: Zip:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

] Please do NOT advise my friend that | have asked you
to send New Wine.

Name of Contributor:

Address;

City: State: Zip:

MIN:F



Dear New Wine,
—=
Bt P.0. Box Z
Mobile, Alabama 36616
Pass the eggs More than a conqueror

During one and a half years of
financial leanness, I watched every
one of my favorite subscriptions
fizzle out. Every one, that is, but
New Wine. Thank you for your
faithfulness to God’s ministry. I
am pleased to give you my first
contribution since that time.

Because the other magazines fell
by the wayside, I began to rely more
heavily on New Wine. 1 ceased skip-
ping articles and features and began
devouring every word.

I am in the habit of having New
Wine with my breakfast and truly
recommend this as a way to start the
day for those who breakfast alone.

A.F.
Davis, California

v b S

Endurance

For the last two years I have
looked forward to receiving the
magazine. I have been confined to
my home for the last five years
with a chronic lung disease. I'm
grateful that I know the Lord as
my Saviour. Even though I am sick
I have learned to trust God for
strength. Numerous times articles
in New Wine have encouraged me
and sometimes they were just what
I needed to hold on. I'm grateful
that God has inspired authors to

write such encouraging articles.
Margaret Finkler
Dorchester, Massachusetts
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I want to tell you how much
the May issue has lifted my spirit.
I've recently come home from the
hospital and I am receiving radia-
tion treatments for a brain tumor.
Edith Schaeffer’s interview was
such a joy to read. It moved me to

tears to read just what the Lord
had brought me through. “Endur-
ance” by Derek Prince was also a
thrill to read, for the Lord gave
both my wife and me the strength
and peace to endure what was
happening in our lives. It was like
the May issue was written just to
give me the reassurance that the
Lord was with me in the hospital
and will always be with me in
everything that I go through.
Larry Santry
Baden, Pennsylvania

Old wine
“No one after drinking old wine
wants the new, for he says, ‘The

old is better.” ” Given the mature,
well-aged nature of your product
and the timeliness of each “uncork-
ing,” have you ever considered
changing your name to “Old Wine
Magazine”? Thank you for many
vears of guidance and encourage-
ment.
Phil & Paula Dehnert
Seattle, Washington

Giving and receiving

We are working as missionaries
here in Japan, and certainly feel
the need for input into our lives, in
a setting where we are continually
called upon to give out. New Wine
has been one of the channels God
has used to meet our needs. May
God continue to bless you as you
go on serving His servants.

Goran Andersson
Mibu machi, Japan

A glorious vision

I like to say that vour ministry
has contributed to strengthen in
me the glorious vision of the Body
of Christ on earth and to become
more concerned about God’s work

than about the good of our
denomination. The messages of
New Wine October 1977 and of
New Wine November 1977 are still
daily alive in me. I really praise
God for your help.
Rev. Jean Meyer
Kumba, Cameroon

The editorial policy and purpose of New Wine is: (1) to proclaim the gospel of the Kingdom of God
to all nations, (2) to work with all Christian ministries for the maturity and unity of His Church, (3)
thus making ready a people prepared for the coming of the Lord. We recognize that, according to the
Scriptures, God uses men given as ministries to build His Church in the earth, However, the basis of
our relationship is not primarily commitment to human personalities, but to Jesus Christ as Head, to
the Holy Scriptures as the ultimate standard by which all revelation and practice is to be judged and
to God's purpose for His people in the earth at this time, as interpreted by the Holy Spirit. New Wine
is a non-subscription magazine supported by the voluntary contributions of those who believe in its
mission. All gifts are tax deductible. A tax-deductible receipt for contributions is available at year-end
upon request. New Wine Magazine is under the supervision of an editorial board which meets several
times each year to provide direction and oversight. The board consists of Don Basham, Emn Baxter,
Bob Mumford, Derek Prince and Charles Simpson, who receive no remuneration for their service on
the board. Please use the form found in this magazine to request New Wine, for address changes and
contributions. All foreign contributions or payments should be made in the form of a check for U.S.
dollars drawn on a U.S. bank or International Money Order for U.S. dollars.
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Total Acceptance The Working Christian

is available "%
Discussing the issues of self- again in this 8
image, confidence and identity! special Reprint
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God’s Call to Secular Employment
: The Majesty of Motherhood
PUthhede The Christian Businessman
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(S1.75 if ordered
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How You Can Fight
Decadence

i

A PLFEA FOR
KINGDOM HONESTY
by Don Basham

Hypocrisy comes when religious traditions are held so long they
become habit. Don Basham outlines seven danger signals that
signify the presence of hypocrisy in a believer or the Church;
and he explains how to defend against hypocrisy and how to
dislodge it once it has taken root.

CHALLENGE OF
LEADERSHIP
by Charles Simpson

A leader faces many challenges as he attempts to lead others
into the ways of God. In a decadent society these challenges
become intensified as more and more people lose all respect for
authority and pursue selfish, rebellious interests. Charles
Simpson discusses specific challenges to leadership, the necessity
for a leader to maintain a high quality of life, and the goals of
leadership, with principles for achieving those goals. Any person
in leadership, whether they be a pastor, business executive or
head of a household, will benefit from this timely message.
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