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JUST WONDERFUL!

We want to express our deep and maost
sincere thanks to all those good workers in
the service of the Lord who wrote February
1976 New Wine. It came at a most needed
time for the Body. The article by Derek
Prince was most impressivel It was so easy
to read, understand and absorb. The entire
edition was just wonderful!

Mary and Paul Pheaster
Amanda, Ohio

| had recently checked the box to have
my name taken off your mailing list, but
after reading ““Storm Warning”” by Don
Basham [Feb.| please put my name back on
your list. Would like to see more simple
powerful articles such as this one.
Ruth Taylor
Sallisaw, Ok.

| wish to express my appreciation for
John Poole’s article, "Grace or Tradition?"
in the January issue. Thanks be to God who
is raising up mere and moere preachers and
teachers who are tearing down the tradi-
tional cobwebs and sweeping out debris of
*“religion.” Thank you, Lord, for the John
Pooles who are helping restore the freedom
of the Gaspel!
Mrs. James Epley
Lewistown, 1d.

| just finished reading *‘From Anxious to
Trusting'” in the January issue of New Wine.
I just want to thank you for the wonderful
service you are giving many people like me.
Right now there are many family
problems and many deep hurts for me as
well as my mother. Although | believe God
is bringing all of us to a closer walk with
Him through all these problems, it is like a
balm to my heart to see how wonderously
He has worked with other families where
there are a number who are unsaved. This
article was a lift to me.
B.K.
Axteel, Neb.

NOT SO WONDERFUL

| have been receiving New Wine Magazine
for the past three years and thoroughly
enjoyed reading the articles each month.
Lately, however, | have noticed a swing to
the new charismatic movement and its
teachings. | was shocked to read an article in
the 1975 edition of the Best of New Wine
which classified certain Christians as “'charis-
matic” Christians. Why the new term
“charismatic’’? Are we not all Christians —
“one God, one faith, one baptism’ as the
apostle Paul states?
Mrs. Allan Fergus
Garson, Ont.
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| feel so much focus on the "‘charismatic
dispute or debate” sets a poor example to
“babes in Christ,” or new Holy Spirit
baptized believers. | hesitate to pass cn my
copies to them. Please stick to the usual
format.
Mrs. Howard E. Mason
Harrisonburg, Va.

| really enjoyed Derek Prince’s articles in
the February issue of New Wine. There is
one serious problem though: things do not
match up to the quality of Derek’s teaching,
and there is a difference between what is
being presented publicly and what is being
practiced privately. For example, the
scriptural principle of a “‘plurality of elders”
is not operating. Instead there is an “‘author-
ity chain”: Bob Mumford — four “lead
elders’’ — functioning shepherds — peons.

Also, the "covering’ concept is off the
wall!!l It is taught as if some mystical safety
covering in the spirit realm occurs because
someone is “‘under” a shepherd.

Brothers and sisters, in Christ's name the
majority of Christianity cannot all be
wrong! There is truth to what is being
perverted. Please reconsider your stand.

A brother whose “‘conscience clause”
escape made him resign.

And | want to be left alone.

A PLEA FOR “LOVE AND LOGIC"

The “‘Lutheran Statement’ printed in the
latest New Wine [Feb.] is 8 masterpiece of
love and logic, most welcome to one who
has long felt that an “ethic of disagreement”
was vital to Christian unity in the sense and
spirit of Romans 14. I'd like to share my
own ethic of disagreement taken mainly
from a secular source, How to Read a Book
by Dr. Mortimer Adler.

(1) Before | can justifiably and logi-
cally say | agree or disagree with what
you say, | must first be able to say that |
understand what you mean.

(2) Before | can justifiably and logi-
cally say you are wrong, | must be able
to point out, specifically and with sound
scriptural basis, where you are unin-
formed, misinformed, inaccurate, illogi-
cal or incomplete in your treatment or
analysis.

{3) Until both above points are
possible, | must withhold both comment
and judgment.

K.H.
Dugway, Utah

| appreciate the openness and willingness
of your organization to allow controversial
and contemporary subjects to be presented.
Each joint supplies in the Body and each
sheds a light — many small lights which
contribute to the strength of the full light of
revelation.
Jacqueline M. Salles
Orange, Ca.

| do not see anything new about disciple-
ship and shepherding. Scripture tells us that
we know in part. Then isn't it logical to get
in a group and find some of the missing
parts? Our entire society is interdependent,
each contributing to the whole. No matter
what the profession, vocation or athletic
competition, usually the junior member is
placed with an instructor or an experienced
person until he is capable of functioning on
his own. Isn't it amazing that the Church
doesn't incorporate this principle too
readily?
Bill and Jinx Hiney
Phoenix, Az.

BE ENCOURAGED

Be encouraged in your efforts to advance
the Kingdom. Your ministry is reaching
deep — if not wide — at present and is an
important part of what God is forming. |
consider your input as a key source in my
life. Thank you.

Richard Raad
Irving, Texas

| praise God for this ministry because it is
the only literature we know of (next to the
Word) that provides us with meat to chew

on!
Anonymous

Don’t be discouraged by those who reject
your ministry. ‘‘There are 7000
others. . . ."

Dean H. Campbell
Langley, Wa.
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This bicentennial year, 1976, offers
a crucial opportunity for our nation to
seek spiritual renewal. Our national
illness is grave, yet most political and
social antidotes prescribed thus far
have been dismally inadequate.
Indeed, it seems that almost all human
efforts to consistently “insure domes-
tic tranquility” and “promote the
general welfare' have ended in frustra-
tion.

This should not really surprise us.
More than all others, we Christians
should know that the basic crisis our
nation faces is one of the spirit, and as
such, demands not a political or social
solution, but a spiritual one. How can
a people possibly have peace without
acknowledging the Prince of Peace?
And how can men govern equitably
without first submitting to the justice
and the authority of the government
of God?

In this pivotal year, we believe that
the prayers and efforts of faithful
Christians will be the determining
factor for the future course of our
nation. By the end of 1976, America
will either have begun a significant
spiritual recovery marked by repen-
tance and a reassertion of the faith of
her founding fathers, or she will have
abandoned her future to the lawless-
ness and self-indulgence which increas-
ingly infest every level of American
life.

Therefore, let us be mindful that we
serve a merciful God, who will yet be
entreated; a God who hears and
~ answers prayer, and who not only
punishes wickedness but also rewards
righteousness. (As bad as things
became in Sodom, God told Abraham
he would spare the whole city for the
sake of ten righteous mcn.)

The theme of this issue of MNew
Wine is ""National Renewal.”” We trust
- that our combination of information
and inspiration will serve to motivate
many to “put on the whole armor of
God"” and close ranks with tens of
thousands of other Christians in
America who are committed in this
bicentennial year to work, and to fast,
and to fervently pray for a powerful
spiritual awakening to stir our great
‘nation.
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A Christian’s presence makes the difference.

Ui

ORIH
EARH

by Derek Prince

=

e are the salt of the earth. . .”
(Matt. 5:13).

Jesus is speaking to His disciples —
to all of us, that is, who acknowledge
the authority of His teaching. He com-
pares our function on the earth to that
of salt. His meaning becomes clear
when we consider two familiar uses of
salt in relation to food.

SALT GIVES FLAVOR

First of all, salt gives flavor. Food
which in itself is unappetizing becomes
tasty and acceptable when seasoned
with salt. In Job 6:6 this is put in the
form of a rhetorical question: “Can
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that which is unsavoury be eaten with-
out salt?” It is the presence of salt that
makes the difference, causing us to
enjoy food which we would otherwise
have refused to eat.

As Christians, our function is to give
flavor to the earth. The one who
enjoys this flavor is God. Our presence
makes the earth acceptable to God.
Our presence commends the earth to
God’s mercy. Without us, there would
be nothing to make the earth accept-
able to God. But because we are here,
God continues to deal with the earth
in grace and mercy rather than in
wrath and judgment. It is our presence
that makes the difference.

This principle is vividly illustrated in
the account of Abraham’s intercession
on behalf of Sodom, as recorded in
Genesis 18:16—33. The Lord has told
Abraham that He is on His way to
Sodom to see if that city’s wickedness
has come to the point where judgment
can no longer be withheld. Abraham
then walks with the Lord on the way
toward Sodom and reasons with Him
about the principles of His judgment.

First, Abraham establishes one prin-
ciple that is the basis for all that
follows: It is never the will of God
that the judgment due to the wicked
should come upon the righteous. “*Wilt
thou also destroy the righteous with
the wicked?” (v. 23) Abraham asks.
“That be far from thee to do after this
manner, to slay the righteous with the
wicked: and that the righteous should
be as the wicked, that be far from
thee: Shall not the Judge of all the
earth do right?” (v. 25).

The Lord makes clear in the ensuing
conversation that He accepts the prin-
ciple stated by Abraham. How im-
portant it is that all believers under-
stand this! If we have been made righ-
teous by faith in Christ, and if we are
leading lives that truly express our
faith, then it is never God’s will that
we be included in the judgments which
He brings upon the wicked.

Unfortunately, Christians often do
not understand this because they fail
to distinguish between two situations
which outwardly may appear similar,’
but which in reality are completely
different in nature and cause. On the
one hand, there is persecution for the
sake of righteousness. On the other
hand, there is God’s judgment upon
the wicked. The difference between
these two situations is brought out by
the following contrasted statements:
Persecution comes from the wicked
upon the righteous; but judgment
comes from God, who is righteous,
upon the wicked. Thus, persecution
for righteousness and judgment for
wickedness are opposite to each other
in their origin, their purpose and their
result.

The Bible plainly warns that Chris-
tians must expect to suffer perse-
cution. In the Sermon on the Mount
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Jesus says to His disciples: “Blessed
are they which are persecuted for righ-
teousness’ sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye
when men shall revile you, and perse-
cute you, and shall say all manner of
evil against you falsely, for my sake”
(Matt. 5:10—11). Paul writes likewise
to Timothy: “Yea. and all that will
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). Christians
must therefore be prepared to endure
persecution for their faith and their
way of life, and even to count this as a
privilege.

But by the same token Christians
should never be included in God’s
judgments upon the wicked. This prin-
ciple is stated many times in Scripture.
In 1 Corinthians 11:32 Paul writes to
his fellow believers, and he says, “But
when we [Christians] are judged, we
are chastened of the Lord that we
should not be condemned with the
world.” This demonstrates that there
is a difference between God’s dealings
with believers and His dealings with
the world. As believers, we may expect
to experience God’s chastening. If we
submit to the chastening and set our
lives in order, then we are not subject
to the judgments that come upon un-
believers, or the world in general. The
very purpose of God’s chastening us as
believers is to preserve us from under-
going His judgments upon unbelievers.

In Psalm 91:7-8 the psalmist gives
this promise to the believer: “A
thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten
thousand at thy right hand; but it shall
not come nigh thee. Only with thine
eyes shalt thou behold and see the re-
ward of the wicked.” Here again the
principle is seen. Whatever judgment
comes as “the reward of the wicked”
(that which the wicked justly deserve)
should never fall upon the righteous.
No matter if God strikes the wicked
on every side, the righteous in the
midst of it all will not be harmed.

In Exodus chapters 7 through 12, it
is recorded that God brought ten judg-
ments of ever-increasing severity upon
the Egyptians because they refused to
listen to His prophets Moses and
Aaron. Throughout all this. God’s
people Israel dwelt in the midst of

NEW WINE

Egypt, but not one of the ten judg-
ments touched them. In Exodus 11:7
the reason is graphically stated: “But
against any of the children of Israel
shall not a dog move his tongue,
against man or beast: that ye may
know that the Lord doth put a differ-
ence between the Egyptians and
Israel.” Judgment did not come upon
Israel because the Lord “put a differ-
ence”” between His own people and the
people of Egypt. Even the dogs of
Egypt had to acknowledge this differ-

_ence! And the difference is valid to

this day.

Continuing his conversation with
the Lord concerning Sodom, Abraham
attempts to ascertain the least number
of righteous persons needed to pre-
serve the whole city from judgment.
He begins with fifty. Then with a
remarkable combination of reverence
and perseverance, he works his way
down to ten. The Lord finally assures
Abraham that if He finds only ten
righteous persons in Sodom, He will
spare the whole city for the sake of
those ten.

What was the population of Sodom?
It would be difficult to arrive at an
exact estimate. However, there are
figures available for certain other cities
of ancient Palestine that provide a
standard of comparison. In Abraham’s
day the walls of Jericho enclosed an
area of about seven or eight acres. This
would provide dwelling space for a
minimum of five thousand persons or
a maximum of ten thousand. But
Jericho was not a large city by the
standards of its day. The largest city of
that period was Hazor, which covered
about 175 acres and had a population
estimated at between forty and fifty
thousand. Later, in the period of
Joshua, we are told that the total
population of Ai was twelve thousand
persons (Josh. 8:25). The Bible record
seems to indicate that Sodom was a
more important city in its day than Ai.

Taking these other cities into
account, we could say that the popula-
tion of Sodom in Abraham’s day was
probably not less than ten thousand.
God assured Abraham that ten righ-
teous persons could by their very
presence preserve a city of at least ten

thousand. This gives a ratio of one to a
thousand. The same ratio of “‘one
among a thousand™ is given in Job
33:23 and in Ecclesiastes 7:28, and
both these passages suggest that the
“one” is a person of outstanding righ-
teousness, while all the remainder fall
below God’s standards.

It is easy to extend this ratio indefi-
nitely. The presence of ten righteous
persons can preserve a community of
ten thousand. The presence of a
hundred righteous persons can
preserve a community of one hundred
thousand. The presence of one
thousand righteous persons can
preserve a community of one million.
How many righteous persons are
needed to preserve a nation as large as
the United States, with an estimated
population of nearly 210,000,0007
About 210,000 persons.

These figures are evocative. Does
Scripture give us grounds to believe
that, for example. a quarter of a
million truly righteous persons.
scattered as grains of salt across the
United States, would suffice to
preserve the entire nation from God’s
judgment and to ensure the continu-
ance of His grace and mercy? It would
be foolish to claim that such estimates
are exact. Nevertheless, the Bible
definitely establishes the general prin-
ciple that the presence of righteous
believers is the decisive factor in God’s
dealings with a community.

To illustrate this principle Jesus
uses the metaphor of “salt.” In 2
Corinthians 5:20 Paul uses a different
metaphor to convey the same truth.
He says, “We are ambassadors for
Christ.” What are ambassadors? They
are persons sent forth in an official
capacity by a nation’s government to
represent that government in the terri-
tory of another nation. Their author-
ity is not measured by their own
personal ability, but is in direct pro-
portion to the authority of the govern-
ment which they represent.

In Philippians 3:20 Paul specifies
the government which. as Christians,
we represent. He says, “Our conversa-
tion [literally, our citizenship] is in
heaven.” Both Phillips and the New
English Bible render this, “We are
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citizens of heaven.” Thus our position
on earth is that of ambassadors repre-
senting heaven’s government. We have
no authority to act on our own, but as
long as we carefully obey the direc-
tions of our government, the entire
might and authority of heaven are
behind every word that we speak and
every move that we make.

Before one government declares war
on another, its usual action of final
warning is to withdraw its ambassa-
dors. While we are left on earth as
heaven’s ambassadors, our presence
guarantees a continuance of God’s for-
bearance and mercy toward the earth.
But when heaven’s ambassadors are
finally withdrawn, there will then be
nothing left to hold back the full out-
pouring of divine wrath and judgment
upon the earth.

This leads us to a second effect of
the presence of Christians as “the salt
of the earth.”

SALT RESTRAINS CORRUPTION

A second function of salt in relation
to food is to restrain the process of
corruption. In the days before artifi-
cial refrigeration, sailors who took
meat on long vovages used salt as a
preservative. The process of corruption
was already at work before the meat
was salted. Salting did not abolish the
corruption, but it held it in check for
the duration of the voyage, so that the
sailors could continue to eat the meat
long after ‘it would otherwise have
become inedible.

Our presence on the earth as
Christ’s disciples operates like the salt
in the meat. The process of sin’s cor-
ruption is already at work. This is
manifested in every area of human
activity — moral, religious, social,
political. We cannot abolish the cor-
ruption which is already there, but we
can hold it in check long enough for
God’s purposes of grace and mercy to
be fully worked out. Then, when our
influence is no longer felt, corruption
will come to its climax, and the result
will be total degradation.

This illustration from the power of
salt to restrain corruption explains
Paul’'s teaching in 2 Thessalonians

2:3—12. Paul warns that human wick-
edness will come to its climax in the
person of a world ruler supernaturally
empowered and directed by Satan
himself. Paul calls this ruler “the man
of sin” (more literally, “the man of
lawlessness™), and “the son of perdi-
tion” (v. 3). In 1 John 2:18 he is
called “antichrist,” and in Revelation
13:4 he is called *“‘the beast.” This
ruler will actually claim to be God and
will demand universal worship.

Emergence of this satanic ruler is
inevitable. Paul says with certainty,
“Then shall that Wicked [lawless one]
be revealed . . .” (2 Thess. 2:8). Paul
also declares in the same verse that the
true Christ Himself will be the one to
administer final judgment upon this
false Christ — “whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit [or breath] of
his mouth, and shall destroy with the
brightness of his coming.”

Unfortunately some preachers have
used this teaching about antichrist to
instill into Christians an attitude of
passivity and fatalism. “Antichrist is
coming,” they have said. “Things are
getting worse and worse. There is
nothing we can do about it.” As a
result, Christians have all too often sat
back with folded hands, in pious
dismay, and watched the ravages of
Satan proceed unchecked all around
them.

This attitude of passivity and fatal-
ism is as tragic as it is unscriptural. It is
true that antichrist must eventually
emerge. But it is far from true that
there is nothing to be done about him
in the meanwhile. To this present
moment there is a force at work in the
world that challenges, resists and
restrains the spirit of antichrist. The
work of this force is described by Paul
in 2 Thessalonians 2:6-7. Freely
rendered in modern English, these
verses might read as follows: *“And
now you know what holds him in
cheek until he is revealed in his time.
For the secret power of lawlessness is
already at work: only he who now
holds him in check will continue to do
so until he is withdrawn (taken out of
the midst).”

This restraining power, which at
present holds back the full and final

emergence of antichrist, is the personal
presence of the Holy Spirit within the
Church. This becomes clear as we
follow the unfolding revelation of
Scripture concerning the Person and
the work of the Holy Spirit. At the
very beginning of the Bible, in Genesis
1:2, we are told that “the Spirit of
God moved upon the face of the
waters.” From then on throughout the
Old Testament there are frequent
references to the activity of the Holy
Spirit in the earth. However, at the
close of His earthly ministry, Jesus
promised His disciples that the Holy
Spirit would shortly come to them in a
new way, different from anything that
had ever taken place on earth up to
that time.

In John 14:16—17 Jesus gives this
promise: “And I will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another Comfort-
er, that he may abide with you for
ever; Even the Spirit of truth [a title
of the Holy Spirit] . for he
dwelleth with you, and shall be in
you.” We may paraphrase this promise
of Jesus as follows: I have been with
you in personal presence three-and-a-
half years, and 1 am now about to
leave you. After I have gone, another
Person will come to take my place.
This Person is the Holy Spirit. When
He comes, He will remain with you for
ever.”

In John 16:6—7 Jesus repeats His
promise: “But because 1 have said
these things unto you, sorrow hath
filled your heart. Nevertheless 1 tell
you the truth; it is expedient for you
that 1 go away: for if I go not away,
the Comforter will not come unto
you; but if I depart, I will send him
unto you.” The picture is clear. There
is to be an exchange of Persons. Jesus
will depart. But in His place another
Person will come. This other Person is
the Comforter, the Holy Spirit.

In John 16:12—13 Jesus returns to
this theme for the third time: “I have
yet many things to say unto you, but
ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come,
he will guide you into all truth . . . .
In the original Greek text, the
pronoun “he” is in the masculine
gender, but the noun “Spirit” is
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neuter. This grammatical conflict of
genders brings out the dual nature of
the Holy Spirit — both personal and
impersonal. This agrees with the lan-
guage used by Paul in 2 Thessalonians
chapter 2 concerning the power which
holds back the emergence of anti-
christ. In verse 6 Paul says, “What is
restraining him. . .~ (RSV), and in
verse 7 he says, “He who now restrains
him. . .” (RSV). This similarity of
expression confirms the identification
of this restraining power with the Holy
Spirit.

The exchange of persons promised
by Jesus was effected in two stages:
first, the ascension of Jesus into
heaven: then. ten days later, the
descent of the Holy Spirit on the day
of Pentecost. At this point in history
the Holy Spirit descended as a Person
from heaven and took up His residence
on earth. He is now the personal Rep-
resentative of the Godhead resident on
earth. His actual dwelling place is the
Body of true believers, called collec-
tively “‘the Church.” To this Body of
believers Paul says in 1 Corinthians
3:16: “Know ye not that ye are the
temple of God, and that the Spirit of
God dwelleth in you?”

The great ministry of the Holy
Spirit within the Church is to prepare
a completed Body for Christ. After
completion, this Body will in turn be
presented to Christ as a bride is pre-
sented to a bridegroom. As soon as this
ministry of the Holy Spirit within the
Church is finished, He will again be
withdrawn from the earth, taking with
Him the completed Body of Christ.
Thus we may fill out Paul’s statement
in 2 Thessalonians 2:7 as follows: “He
(the Holy Spirit) who now holds him
(the antichrist) in check will continue
to do so until he be withdrawn.”

The opposition between the Holy
Spirit and the spirit of antichrist is
described also in 1 John 4:3—4: “And
every spirit that confesseth not that
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not
of God: and this is that spirit of anti-
christ, whereof ye have heard that it
should come, and even now already is
it in the world. Ye are of God, little
children, and have overcome them:
because greater is he that is in you,
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than he that is in the world.”

In the world is the spirit of anti-
christ. working toward the emergence
of antichrist himself. In the disciples
of Christ is the Holy Spirit, holding
back the emergence of antichrist.
Therefore the disciples who are
indwelled by the Holy Spirit act as a
barrier, holding back the climax of
lawlessness and the final emergence of
antichrist. Only when the Holy Spirit,
together with the completed Body of
Christ’s disciples. is withdrawn from
the earth, will the forces of lawlessness
be able to proceed without restraint to
the culmination of their purposes in
antichrist. Meanwhile, it is both the
privilege and the responsibility of
Christ’s disciples, by the power of the
Holy Spirit, to “overcome™ the forces
of antichrist and to hold them in
check.

THE CONSEQUENCE OF FAILURE

As the salt of the earth, then, we
who are Christ’s disciples have two pri-
mary responsibilities. First, by our
presence we commend the earth to
God’s continuing grace and mercy.
Second, by the power of the Holy
Spirit within us we hold in check the
forces of corruption and lawlessness
until God’s appointed time.

In fulfilling these responsibilities,
the Church stands as the barrier to the
accomplishment of Satan’s supreme
ambition. which is to gain dominion
over the whole earth. This explains
why Paul says in 2 Thessalonians 2:3
that there must be *‘a falling away
first, before the man of sin [anti-
christ] can be revealed. . . .” The
word translated *‘falling away™ is liter-
ally apostasy — that is, a departure
from the faith. So long as the Church
stands firm and uncompromising in its
faith, it has the power to hold back
the final manifestation of antichrist.
Satan himself fully understands this,
and therefore his primary objective is
to undermine the faith and righteous-
ness of the Church. Once he achieves
this. the barrier to his purposes is
removed, and the way is open for him
to gain both spiritual and political con-
trol over the whole earth.

Suppose that Satan succeeds,
because we, as Christians, fail to fulfill
our responsibilities. What then? Jesus
Himself gives us the answer. We
become “salt that has lost its savour.”
He warns us of the fate that awaits
such savorless salt: “It is thenceforth
good for nothing, but to be cast out,
and to be trodden under foot of men”™
(Matt. 5:13).

“Good for nothing!™ That is severe
condemnation indeed. What follows?
We are “‘cast out” — rejected by God.
Then we are *trodden under foot of
men.” Men become the instruments of
God’s judgment upon a saltless, apos-
tate Church. If we in the Church fail
to hold back the forces of wickedness,
our judgment is to be handed over to
those very forces.

The alternatives that confront us are
clearly presented by Paul in Romans
12:21: “Be not overcome with evil,
but overcome evil with good.” There
are only two choices: either to over-
come, or to be overcome. There is no
middle way, no third course open to
us. We may use the good that God has
put at our disposal to overcome the
evil that confronts us. But if we fail to
do this, then that very evil will in turn
overcome us.

This message applies with special
urgency to those of us who live in
lands where we still enjoy liberty to
proclaim and to practice our Christian
faith. In many lands today Christians
have lost this liberty. At the same time
multiplying millions in those lands
have been systematically indoctrinated
to hate and to despise Christianity and
all that it stands for. To people thus
indoctrinated there could be no
greater satisfaction than to trample
under their feet those Christians who
are not already under their yoke.

If we heed the warning of Jesus, and
fulfill our function as salt in the earth,
we have the power to prevent this. But
if we default from our responsibilities
and suffer the judgment that follows,
the bitterest reflection of all will be
this: It need never have happened ¥
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Reprinted by permission from the book,
Shaping History Through Prayer and
Fasting, by Derek Prince, copyright 1973.
Fleming H. Revell, publisher.



here are those who see freedom

as that state, or situation, in
which the individual is released from
all restraints; free of compunction or
moral standard.

To them, freedom is a no-holds-
barred opportunity for the big rip-off
and the easy ride. No obligations. no
discipline — just freedom to do their
thing and let the other fellow take the
hindmost.

Such persons are not libertarians;
they are libertines, the product of
their error is licentiousness.

The Apostle Peter makes it clear
that we are not to use our freedom "as
a pretext for wickedness but rather to
be servants of God.”!

Paul tells us that “where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty. "2 But
Paul also cautions us that we are “not
to use our freedom to satisfy the flesh
but rather, through love, to serve one
another.””

Freedom, as Christians know it, is
one of our precious gifts from God.
“The God who gave us life, gave us
;"f'berf}-‘."‘ii As with everything God
bestows on us, we are to use His gift of
freedom wisely and in harmony with
His laws.
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SPIRITUAL AND PHYSICAL

There are, essentially, two forms of
freedom: spiritual freedom and physi-
cal freedom.

Spiritual freedom is that personal,
inner state of being that comes
through the Spirit of The Lord. It is
that internal strength of peace that
breaks the bonds of appetite and
greed: that makes us servants of God
rather than slaves of self or other men.
It is the faith that sustains, even in the
meanest bondage — as it did the
imprisoned Apostle Paul and as it did
so many of our fighting men who were
held captive long months and years in
enemy jails.

“The spirit of liberty remembers
that not even a sparrow falls to earth
unheeded. The spirit of liberty is the
spirit of Him who, nearly 2.000 years
ago, taught mankind that lesson it has
never learned, but never has quite
forgotten: that there is a kingdom

RUS WALTON is a journalist who
has covered political and public affairs
for more than thirty vears. Editor,
publisher, syndicated columnist, radio
and TV commentator, author. . . a
voice calling for Christian action . .
now!

LET

- FREEDOM
RING ™™

where the least shall be heard and
considered side by side with the
gre';nesl."5

Physical freedom is that outer state
of the individual, that external condi-
tion that is “the absence of force, the
absence of coercion, the absence of
restraint and constraint.”® “*Sociolog-
ically.” freedom is “man not playing
God, either individually
collectively.””

“To every man the right to live, to
work, to be himself, and to become
whatever thing his manhood and his
vision combine to make
him . 8 In other words, physical
freedom is that situation in which
individuals live in harmonious coopera-
tion and do not seek dominion over
each other.

or

can

THE NATURE OF FREEDOM

The nature of freedom is personal,
private — individual. 1t is the individ-
ual who is free; not the group, not
society. The term “free society™ is a
misnomer, and a dangerous one; given
full application, a free society can
result in glorification of the State and
diminution of the individual.

Freedom is also uniqueness it
means something different to each
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individual. It means each individual is
free to be different - to be himself, to
be unique. If one is free simply to be
like others, or to do as others. or to
conform to a predetermined pattern,
one is obviously not free.

And freedom must, by its very
nature, be available to all — equally.
There can be no true freedom where
there is inequity, no freedom where
there is special favor or false barrier.
Thus it follows that freedom can make
no distinction, can practice no discrim-
ination, other than its adherence to
God’s laws and Christ’s teachings.

“LIBERTY AND TYRANNY™

It is important to think long and
deep on the nature and properties of
freedom for. as Abraham Lincoln
wrote:

The world has never had a good
definition of the word liberty, and
the American people, just now, are
much in want of one.

We all declare for liberty, but in
using the same word we do not all
mean the same thing. With some
the word liberty may mean for each
man to do as he pleases with
himself, and the product of his
labor; while with others the same
word may mean for some men to
do as they please with other men,
and the product of other men’s
labor. Here are two, not only differ-
ent but incompatible things, called
by the same name — liberty.

And it follows that each of the
things is, by the respective parties,
called by two different and incom-
patible names — /iberty and
tyranny.

FREEDOM AND ATHEISM

Maximum individual freedom is
most generally found within those
nations where the laws of men are
most in harmony with the laws of
God.

That is not to say that an atheist
cannot subscribe to the concept of
personal freedom or the practice of
liberty: many do.

As Leonard Read has written:

“Yes, you can be an atheist and. at
the same time. believe in freedom.
But. a society of active militant

NEW WINE

atheists will not be a free society."g

There are many atheists today who,
while denying God. adhere to (the
letter of) the laws God has set forth.
But consider this: only those who
truly comprehend the source of
freedom can understand its parameters
and recognize it for what it is - in
sum, an opportunity for man, through
Christ, to regain that eternal life lost
by Adam in Eden.

THE MOST EXACTING
FORM OF ALL

Freedom is the most exacting form
of civil government — it is, in fact, the
most demanding state of all for man.

That is because freedom demands —
depends upon — self-discipline from
both the governed and the governing.
The foundation of freedom is self-
government and the foundation of
self-government is self-control.

The very essence of practical Chris-
tianity is self-discipline, as taught by
Jesus Christ. Christ does not force
faith, or obedience, or good works
upon us; that must be a personal
decision and an internal regimen. And,
“those who can thus govern them-
selves have little need for managerial
government 250

No other form of civil government
demands so much from each individual
because in no other form of govern-
ment is the individual so important. In
other forms of government, the State
is the central force: in the nation
where freedom prevails, the individual
is the central figure.

As Christian historian Verna Hall
has pointed out. “Each religion has a
form of government, and Christianity
astonished the world by establishing
self-government. With the landing of
the Pilgrims in 1620. Christian self-
government became the foundation
stone of the United States of
America.”!!

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

We think of freedom and most
often we think of “rights.” But.
freedom is not simply a matter of
rights, it is also a matter of responsi-

bilities. In fact, true freedom is a
dynamic balance (self-imposed) of
rights and responsibilities: for each
right there is generally a corresponding
and co-equal responsibility. When this
is understood it becomes clear that
under freedom each individual really
counts — and is accountable!

Other forms of government are
often motivated by appetite (either
the personal appetite of the despot or
the centralized appetite of the State,
or the collective appetite of the mob).
A government of freemen, if it is to
survive, must operate on the basis of
self-restraint; it cannot permit appetite
to rule conscience or greed to violate
equity.

In other societies — those fashioned
by monarchs, or tyrants. or despotic
councils — the individual can duck
responsibility for the errors and the
evils and the excesses of government.
But not freemen! In self-government
the individual is responsible for the
acts of the State — no matter who
holds office or who exercises the
authority. For the citizen to think
otherwise is to abdicate his powers.

CIVIL LAWS

Freedom has certain laws.

Such laws are not simply — and
sometimes not even — the statutes,
codes, ordinances and regulations of
“social control through law.” Those
are civil laws, extensions of the State
carried down mainly from the Roman
system. They are laws that now, as
then attempt to “spell out every detail
and cover every situation.””!2 These
laws are evident in our engthy Civil
Codes governing almost every area of
our lives — the laws (and supplemen-
tary administrative regulations*®) that
give life to the thousands of regulatory
bodies, such as the municipal codes
dealing with construction, sanitation,
traffic, recreation, etc.

Civil laws, in proper degree and
application, are important in the
maintenance of domestic tranquility.
But. such laws are also dangerous;

* .
Many of these administrative regulations
have the force and effect of law.



their danger is that they can be prolif-
erated, misused, misinterpreted,
distorted and perverted. These laws
can get out of whack and out of
bounds. requiring still more laws to set
them straight and clear the air. Civil
laws can be — and upon occasion have
been — employed to restrict those
freedoms they originally proposed to
uphold. And in those instances. they
magnify not liberty but license: they
expand the sovereignty of the State
rather than the primacy of the
individual.

“THE LAWS OF NATURE"

There is another kind of law. It is
called Common Law. It has its origins
in the “Laws of Nature.” These are the
laws our founding fathers called upon
when, in 1776, they made their
Declaration of Independence to
assume “‘the separate and equal station
to which the Laws of Nature and
Nature’s God entitled them.”

Webster’s 1828 Dictionary defines
the Law of Nature as: “A rule of
conduct arising out of the natural
relations of human beings established
by the Creator, and existing prior to
any positive precept.”

Webster’s now defines natural law
as: “Designating law discernible by
reason as distinguished from law laid
down in codes by state, church, etc.”

Thus is Nature’s God denied and
man’s reason glorified! In essence,
Common Law had its genesis in the
internal, or Judaic-Christian, laws.
Civil, or Roman, law is that external
law or control that originated in the
world’s great pagan nation. =

“ORGANIZED JUSTICE”

If we are to be free — truly free —
the spirit of our laws must be in
harmony with the Spirit of the Lord,
and the letter of the law must be
consistent with “‘the laws of nature
and nature’s God.” If they are not,
they will violate us, our lives, our
liberty and the various extensions of
our selves — our possessions, our
pursuit of happiness, etc.

The laws of freemen are established
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to preserve a system of “organized
justice™: rheir proper purpose and
function is to protect the individual
against :'njusn‘t‘e.]" Most basic laws
spell out what man must not do to his
fellow men., and what government
must not do to the governed. Thus,
these laws are “negative™ in that they
are not aggressive or tyrannical.
Consider, for example. the Constitu-
tion of the United States (and the
constitutions of most of the states):

“Congress shall make no laws . . . .
The right of the people shall not be
abridged . or denied. . . or
disparaged . . . ."”

Toward the same end of freedom,
most of our basic laws do not tell the
individual what he or she must do —
that is left to individual decision
within the dictum that the exercise of
such freedom must not interfere with
the equal freedom of others.

FUNDAMENTAL LAWS
OF FREEDOM

Consider these basic, bed-rock, laws
of nature and nature’s God; the funda-
mental laws of freedom:

“Thou shalt love The Lord thy God
with all thy heart and with all thy
mind and with all thy soul. I3 That is
the great commandment. God first,
last and always.

“In all thy ways acknowledge Him
and He will direct thy paths.”10

“Thou shalt have no other gods
before Me.” No graven images, no false
idols, no golden calves, no strange
shepherds.

“For the kingdom is The Lord’s and
He is the governor among the
nations.””' 7 Good government is
necessary and is an extension of God’s
laws but when you exchange God for
Caesar, you’re bound to be short-
changed, and long-chained.

Those are laws concerning the
Fatherhood — and the sovereignty —
of God.

And, these are the laws concerning
the brotherhood of man, in Christ:

“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself.”’® There is no cop-out there;
no rip-off, no easy ride.

“Do unto others as you would that

they would do unto you. “IY There it
is. the balance of rights and responsi-
bilities.

Those are the laws that make men
free. The laws that put man and his
laws in harmony with God and God’s
laws. “The man who looks into the
perfect law of liberty, and continues
therein, this man shall be blessed in his
deed.”?

If you love God, if you love others
as yourself, you will not covet, you
will not steal their possessions, you
will not bear false witness, you will
not injure their person. No murders,
no assaults, no undue interference in
the lives of others; no violations of
their rights. no trespassing on their
freedom.

Freedom is in the Spirit of the
Lord — not just “is” but lives, and
moves, and thrives. And, what are the
fruits of the Spirit?

Love. joy, peace. long-suffering,
gentleness. %uodness. faith, meekness,
self-control.?!

Seek first the Kingdom of God and
all these things shall be added unto
you. So it is with individuals. And so it
is with nations. “Blessed is the nation
whose God is The Lord!">> W
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ECHOES OF
THE SPIRIT

1
J

Significant Events in the Body of Christ

TEACHERS MEET WITH REAGAN

On February 4, 1976, in Ft. Lauder-
dale, Bible teachers Don Basham, Ern
Baxter, Bob Mumford and Derek
Prince held a 45-minute private confer-
ence with presidential candidate
Ronald Reagan in which the former
California governor shared some
personal spiritual convictions, in addi-
tion to his deep conviction that our
nation must return to the Judeo-
Christian faith and morality which was
the source of her strength in the begin-
ning.

“| believe God has a purpose and a
destiny for our nation,” Reagan told
the ministers, “and that we are in
grave danger of failing that purpose
and destiny unless we act soon to
change our present direction.”

Reagan shortly thereafter issued the
following written commitment to his
position:

In this Bicentennial year, we are
daily reminded that our strength
and our greatness grew from a
national commitment to God and
country. Those institutions of
freedom which became famous
world-wide were forged in the fires
of spiritual belief; yet today many
of these institutions are in jeop-
ardy.

The time has come to turn back
to God and reassert our trust in
Him for the healing of America.
This means that all of us who
acknowledge a belief in our Judeo-
Christian heritage must reaffirm
that belief and join forces to
reclaim those great principles
embodied in that Judeo-Christian
tradition and in ancient scripture.
Without such a joining of forces,
the materialistic quantity of life in
our country may increase for a
time, but the quality of life will
continue to decrease.

As a Christian | commit myself
to do my share in this joint venture.

NEW WINE

QOur country is in need of and
ready for a spiritual renewal. Such a
renewal is based on spiritual recon-
ciliation — man with God, and then
man with man.

A Bicentennial celebration is
only important if we can learn from
its history. One lesson should be
that as a nation it's “In God We
Trust.”

Concerning his own personal convic-
tions, Reagan admitted that he “prays
more than | used to.” A professing
Christian, Reagan added, “I've also
noticed a kind of evolution in my
praying in the last ten or twelve years.
Concerning my public service, my
prayer is to be willing to serve in what-
ever capacity He wants me to serve in,
and that He will help me succeed in
the job I'm given."”

HOW WILL YOU CELEBRATE
THIS BICENTENNIAL?

The entire world is watching,
through multi-media, the way in which
the U.S. celebrates her Bicentennial.
Will God, who stood at the forefront
of the nation’s founding, stand there
in 1976? Unigque opportunities are
afforded to us this year to present
Christ and His principles and to be
personally involved in national re-
newal.

INTERCESSORS FOR AMERICA:

Organized on Thanksgiving Day
1973, Intercessors for America has
throughout the past two years issued
periodical newsletters to all who have
expressed interest in praying and
fasting for our nation. The newsletter
focuses on issues of national signifi-
cance, including background informa-
tion that enables Christians to be more
specific in their praying.

Current issues listed for prayer
include: (1) The November 1976

Elections. Pray that God will raise up
and enable righteous candidates to be
elected.

(2) U.S. Terrorist Activities. Bind all
powers, principalities and spirits of
wickedness which would promote
assassination, bombing, anarchy,
destruction and confusion. Ask that
God will stop any such activities and
convert the leadership of terrorist
movements.

(3) The Supreme Court and Amer-
ica’s Judicial System. Pray that
decisions facing the courts will restore
biblical principles and morality to U.S.
Law.

(4) America’s Families and Schools.
Pray against the strongholds pro-
moting divorce and family discord in
the U.S. Continue to pray for the
schools, administrators and teachers in
your area.

If you wish to receive the Interces-
sors for America newsletter, free of
charge, write IFA, P.O. Box D, Elyria,
Ohio 44035.

THE SPIRIT IN ‘76:

“The Spirit in ‘76" is an inter-
denominational, interorganizational
project which will promote Christian
activities in the Bicentennial celebra-
tion through various outreach
ministries.

A Wagon Train traveling from
California to Philadelphia, bicycle
brigades, backpack hiking along the
Appalachian Trail, sailing aboard a
105-ft. cruiser down the Missouri and
Mississippi, around Florida and up the
Eastern coast, and a horseback team
following Paul Revere's route from
Boston proclaiming, “The Lord is
coming!”” — all converging in Phila-
delphia the week of July 4th — are a
few of the possibilities open to
modern pioneers. For further details
write “Spirit in '76” c/o Box 774,
Lindale, Texas 75771.
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EDITOR 'S NOTE:

The following is a letter written by
the recently-exiled Russian author,
Aleksandr 1. Solzhenitsyn, to the
Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox
Church concerning the diminishing
spiritual vitality of the institutional
church in his country. While it is a
powerful indictment of complacency
and moral indigence in much of tradi-
tional religion, the letter serves most
of all as a solemn note of warning to
Christians in “free” countries all over
the world . and especially in the
Western world.

In view of his challenging words
concerning religious decline in
Communist countries, our obligation
as American Christians is to recognize
the similar symptoms now emerging in
the Church in our society.
Solzhenitsyn’s letter — stark testimony
of the Church in a nation losing its salt
and forfeiting its influence for righ-
teousness speaks prophetically ito
the Church in America.

May we be moved to spiritual
vigilance by the powerful word of

own

warning sounded in Solzhenitsyn's
plea to the Russian Patriarch.

Your Holiness!
What this letter is about is pressing
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like a tombstone upon the head and
shattering the breast of the not quite
dead Orthodox Russian people. F,\'fer.\'-
one knows it, and there was a loud
outcry, but they then remained fore-
bodingly silent. And now another
pebble must be placed on the tomb-
stone, so that silence may no longer be
possible. T was weighed down by just
such a pebble when on Christmas night
I listened to your Encyclical.

I felt a pang at that passage where
you spoke, at last. about children
perhaps for the first time in half a
century from such a height: that side
by side with love for their country
parents should instil in their children
love for the Church (and. evidently,
for faith itself?) and should strengthen
it by their own good example. I lis-
tened to that and my early child-

ALEKSANDR SOLZHENITSYN,
Russian novelist and 1970 Nobel prize
winner for literature, was exiled by the
Soviet government in 1974 for his

outspoken writings, especially The

Gulag Archipelago which is a study of

the Soviet prison camp system.
Solzhenitsyn’s works express the
triumph of human dignity over tyran-
ny and persecution.

hood. spent at many church services,
rose up before me, together with that
primitive impression, uncommon in its
freshness and purity, which later no
millstone and no intellectual theories
could eradicate.

But — what is this? Why do you
direct this honorable appeal only to
Russian emigres? Why do you urge
that only those children be brought up
in the Christian faith, why do you
warn only the distant flock to *“‘discern
calumny and falsehood” and to be
strengthened in justice and truth? And
we — should we be discerning? And
what about owr children — should we
instil in them love for the Church or
not? Indeed, Christ did command to
go out and seek even the hundredth
lost sheep. yet, only when the ninety-
nine are in their place. But when even
the ninety-nine near ones are missing

should not one’s first concern be for
them?

Why must | present my passport
when 1 come to church to have my son
baptized? What canonical require-
ments govern the Moscow Patriarchate
in the registration
baptized? One ought still to be amazed

of those being

at the strength of spirit shown by
parents, at the dimly perceived spiri-
tual opposition inherited from olden
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times, with which they submit to that
talebearing registration, exposing
themselves to persecution at work or
public ridicule on the part of nin-
compoops. Yet their persistence dries
up with this, for the baptizing of
infants is usually the totality of the
children’s connection with the Church,
the succeeding paths of religious
upbringing being tightly shut to them,
access to participation in church
services is likewise shut off. sometimes
also to communion, and even to
attendance at services. We are robbing
our children when we deprive them of
the never-to-be-repeated, purely
angelic perception inspired by divine
worship. something which cannot be
made up in adulthood. so that they do
not even know what it is that they
have lost. The right of perpetuating
the faith of their fathers has been
tiven, as well as the right of parents 10
raise their children according to their
own understanding of the world, —
and you, the church hierarchy. have
come to accept it calmly and you
promote it, finding an authentic char-
acteristic of freedom of belief in this
fact: in the fact that we must give up
our defenseless children. not into
neutral hands, but into the clutches of
atheistic propaganda, of the crudest
and most unscrupulous: kind; in the
fact that youth torn away from Chris-
tianity — so as not to become infected
by it! — and its moral upbringing has
been confined within the narrow defile
between the agitator’s notebook and
the criminal code.

Already half a century has slipped
by, I no longer speak of liberating the
present. but of how we shall save the
future of our country? — the future,
which will be made up of today’s
children? In the end, the true and
profound destiny of our country
depends on whether the right of power
will become firmly embedded in the
national consciousness, or whether this
will be cleared of that eclipse and the
power of right will again shine forth?
Will we succeed in preserving in our-
selves at least some Christian traits, or
will we lose them all completely, and
give ourselves up to considerations of
self-preservation and comfort?

NEW WINE

The study of the last few centuries
of Russian history leaves one with the
conviction that it would have
advanced in an incomparably more
humane and harmonious manner if the
Church had not renounced her inde-
pendence, and the people would have
listened to her voice as, for instance,
they do in Poland. Alas, we are far
from that. We have been losing and
forfeiting the shining moral Christian
atmosphere in which for a millennium
our mores. our style of life, outlook,
folklore, even the very name of the
people — Krest'igny — have stood
firm. We are losing the last character-
istics and traits of a Christian nation —
and can it be that this is not the chief
concern of the Russian Patriarch? The
Russian Church has its impassioned
opinion, on any kind of evil what-
soever in far-off Asia or Africa but in
domestic troubles she never has any.
Why are the pastoral letters that come
down to us from ecclesiastical summits
so traditionally unruffled? Why are all
Church documents so placid, as if they
originated in the most Christiarr of
nations? Harrying from one unruffled
epistle to another, does not the need
to write them vanish completely in
one bad year? Outside the patriarchal
chancery there will not be anyone to
address them to.

It is already seven years since the
two upright priests, Yakunin and
Eshliman,' whose self-sacrificing
example confirmed the fact that the
pure flame of the Christian faith has
not died out in our land, wrote a well-
known letter to vyour Predecessor.
They confronted him with abundant
evidence of that voluntary interior
enslavement, to the point of self-
destruction, to which the Russian
Church has been reduced: they re-
quested that any untruth in their letter
might be pointed out. But every word
of theirs was the rruth, yet not one of
the hierarchy sought to refute them.
And what answer did they receive?
The simplest and coarsest: they were
punished. for speaking the truth they
were deprived of church ministry. And
you — up to this day you have not set
it right. And the terrible letter of the
twelve citizens of Viatka also remained

unanswered and only brought oppres-
sion upon them. And to this day the
only fearless Archbishop. Ermogen of
Kaiuga.3 who did not allow a belat-
edly enraged atheism, which achieved
so much before 1964 in the other
eparchies, to close his churches and to
burn icons and service books, similarly
remains imprisoned in monastic
confinement.

It is seven years since that re-
sounded loudly and plainly — and
what has been changed? For every
church in use there are twenty razed
and irreparably damaged and twenty
more in desolation and profanation —
is there a more heartrending sight than
these ruins, left to the birds and store-
house keepers? How many populated
centers are there in the country with-
out any church within 100 or even
200 kilometers? And our North is left
without any churches whatsoever —
that North which from ancient times
has been the repository of the Russian
spirit and, one can expect, will most
faithfully show it forth again in the
future. Workers, almsgivers. donors
meet with obstacles at every attempt
to restore even the smallest church,
because of the one-sided laws of the
so-called separation of church and
state. We do not even dare to ask
about the ringing of church bells — but
why is Russia deprived of her ancient
adornment, her finest voice? But why
speak of the churches? — we cannot
even get the Gospels anywhere. even
the Gospels must be brought in from
abroad, just as our missionaries at one
time used to bring the Gospels to
Indigirka.

Seven years — and does the Church
make a stand for anything whatsoever?
All ecclesiastical administration, the-
appointment of pastors and bishops
(and even of unprincipled ones. to
make it that much easier to deride and
demolish the Church), everything is
carried out secretly according to the
directives of the Council on Religious
Affairs. A Church-directed dictatori-
ally by atheists — is a sight unseen for
Two Millennia. All administration of
church business. as well as the use of
church monies — those coppers

{continued on page 16)

13



The message of Christ:
an imperative of radical change.

The following is a transcription of a
message delivered by Senator Mark
Hatfield of Oregon at the recent
National Praver Breakfast in Washing-
ton, D.C. (Used by permission of Sen.
Mark Hatfield, Washington, D.C.
20510.)

On November 1, 1751, a com-
mittee of the Pennsylvania
Provincial Assembly, in ordering a bell
for the tower of the new State House,
instructed that these words from the
Old Testament be inscribed on it:
“Proclaim liberty throughout all the
land unto all the inhabitants thereof.”

The Liberty Bell, tradition tells us,
heralded the signing of the Declaration
of Independence 25 years later.

From that passage, we may find
insights of biblical truth which can
illuminate our understanding during
this important year of our nation’s
life. This scripture is taker from a
section of Leviticus which announced
to the people of Israel the “year of
jubilee.” We read. “You shall hallow
the . . . year and proclaim liberation
in the land for all its inhabitants. You
shall make this your vear of jubilee.”

What was the biblical meaning of
this year? It was to be celebrated not
through pagentry, but through con-
crete acts that flowed from a deeper
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commitment to God’s justice.

The jubilee year proclaimed libera-
tion for the poor and the oppressed. It
provided for the disinherited to be
restored to their land. It repaid and
forgave debts, so those who were
beholden with their lives in economic
servitude to others would be free. In
short, the jubilee year was a striking
course of action and law which served
the plight of the dispossessed, insured
the just stewardship of wealth and
resources, and expressed God’s passion
for justice.

It was not the imposition of self-
righteous kingly power, but the cor-
porate faithfulness of the people to
their God which would infect the
whole society with this prophetic
vision. Yet, the history of this ancient
people reveals how they continually
turned to idols and gods of their own
making, trusting in their own self-
sufficiency, forsaking the “weightier
demands of justice and mercy,” and
being confronted with God’s judg-
ment.

MARK HATFIELD is a United
States Senator from Oregon, who also
served as governor of that state from
1959-66. He is well-known for his
Christian witness in the field of
politics.

Into this setting Jesus Christ entered
human history. His ministry was
inaugurated with the same prophetic
call for justice and liberation; He rose
in the synagogue, Luke tells, and read
from Isaiah, announcing His mission in
words which rekindled the vision of
the year of jubilee:

The spirit of the Lord is upon me
because he has anointed me; he has
sent me to announce good news to
the poor, to proclaim release for
prisoners and recovery of sight for
the blind; to let the broken victims
go free, to proclaim the year of the
Lord’s favour.

There He was — God's love incar-
nate, pouring His life out in sacrificial
service for others, proclaiming the
presence of God’s own Kingdom
breaking into our midst, and faithfully
following this calling to death on a
CTOSS.

Through Christ’s resurrection we see
revealed power that is *“‘far above all
government and authority, all power
and dominion, and any title of sover-
eignty that can be named.”

And here is the power which can set
each of us free from human bondage
to self, sin, and futility.

The hope which is ours today as a
people rests not in our great history or
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traditions, nor in our accomplishments
or our own power, but in this one —
Sovereign over all — who even now is
Judge of the nations, and offers to us
His healing power.

The biblical message of liberation,
etched into the side of the Liberty
Bell, resonant through the Scriptures,
confronts us this day as judgment, but
offers renewing hope.

Its liberating power calls us away
from placing our trust in the false
values, gods and idols of our own mak-
ing which characterize this present era.

Today. our abundance, which has
brought material blessings to so many,
threatens us spiritually as a peril.
Never have we known such wealth, but
never have we worshipped wealth
more. Dazzled by material success, we
have developed a new religion: the
worship of progress itself. We have
placed a faith in technology, and
devote increasing billions to life-
destroying arsenals.

Whereas people once looked toward
God for salvation, our culture now
propels their daily lives toward the
domination of nature and fellow
human beings in a ceaseless quest for
material accumulation. The search for
the transcendent, muystical, super-
natural reality of life is being sup-
planted by religious devotion to what
is visible, tangible, and synthetic.

From such bondage Jesus Christ
yearns to set us free. “Where your
treasure is,” Christ said, “there your
heart will be also.” He proclaims unto
us who are rich, and unto those who
are poor, a jubilee which would liber-
ate us all from spiritual and physical
impoverishment.

Obedience to Christ can exercise a
vital influence in our corporate life as
a nation and people, but only on His
own terms.

To believe that true faithfulness to
Jesus Christ will bolster our structures
of power, or protect society’s status
quo, is impious folly. We who are
finite dare not attempt to use an
infinite God for our own ends.

Jesus Christ lived, died. and rose
again to give to us the gift of new life
and to proclaim a new order. Therein
lies the hope for all humanity. We have
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been given the vision of how our
personal and corporate life can be
molded by values undergirded by an
all-encompassing love.

But all this runs so counter to the
realities of power and politics which
often possess each of us. It requires a
break, a discontinuity, a new starting
point. This is repentance — personal
and collective. It commands us to turn
from selfishness, materialism, and
prelacy and turn to selfless love, spiri-
tual fulness, and servanthood.

Our hope as a people is found only
in our response to Him who is King of
Kings, and Lord of Lords. Let there be
no mistake; such a hope entails a
profound new beginning. Christ’s love
liberates us, and breaks the parameters
of the old order to institute a new
creation — within us and among us.

What we require at this juncture in
our history is a new revolution — a
spiritual revolution transforming our
values and reshaping our corporate
life. This would be the natural
manifestation of true repentance.

Lest we think that such words
sound impractical, irrational, or
outlandish, we should recognize that
the core of our own American Revolu-
tion was not the waging of a successful
war, but a dramatically new starting
point which first transformed the
hearts and minds of the colonists,
nurturing a new vision.

John Adams clearly explained this
truth when he wrote:

What do we mean by the Revolu-
tion? The American War? That was
no part of the Revolution. . . .
The Revolution was in the minds
and hearts of the people. A change
in their religious sentiments, or
their duties and obligations. . . .
This radical change in the prin-
ciples, opinions, sentiments and
affections,” Adams declared, “was
the real American Revolution.”

Today, the message of Christ
presents us with the imperative of a
“radical change™ in our values — a
change spiritually rooted, whose
effects would be revolutionary in our
time.

Its first impact, would be evidenced
in a new understanding of leadership.

“The rulers of the world lord it over
you,” Christ said, “but I am among
you as one who serves.” Christ was
among us in the form of a servant, and
he demonstrated His leadership by the
washing of others’ feet. Following Him
calls us to lose our lives in order to
find them.

Embracing the power of love, we
are to forsake the love of power.

Therein we discover the power
which truly is the most revolutionary
force — the power of sacrificial love,
shown to the whole world by Christ’s
redeeming death on a cross.

As St. Paul told early believers:

This doctrine of the cross is sheer
folly to those on their way to ruin,
but to us who are on the way to
salvation it is the power of
God. . . . Divine folly is wiser
than the wisdom of man, and divine
weakness stronger than man's
strength. My brothers, think what
sort of people you are, whom God
has called. Few of you are men of
wisdom, by any human standard;
few are powerful or highly born.
Yet, to shame the wise, God has
chosen what the world counts folly,
and to shame what is strong, God
has chosen what the world counts
weakness. He has chosen things low
and contemptible, mere nothings,
to overthrow the existing order.
And so there is no place for human
pride in the presence of God . . . .
Christ Jesus is our righteousness; in
him we are set free.

Therefore, we can discover authen-
tic and creative power in servanthood.
From such a posture of humility, our
nation could affirm this true under-
standing of leadership. Abraham
Lincoln exemplified this well when he
wrote:

We have grown in numbers, wealth,
and power as no other nation has
ever grown. But. .. we have
vainly imagined, in the deceitful-
ness of our hearts, that all these
blessings were produced by some
superior wisdom and virtue of our
own. Intoxicated with unbroken
success, we have become too self-
sufficient to feel the necessity of
redeeming and preserving grace, too
proud to pray to the God that
made us. It behoves us, then, to
humble ourselves before the of-
fended Power, to confess our
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national sins, and to pray for clem-

ency and forgiveness.

This new revolution would also
bing a true understanding of our
common humanity. When we encoun-
ter the Creator through repentance
and love. our hearts are turned out-
ward to all people. We discover a
boundless love the indiscriminate
love of a Father who rushes to
embrace the returning prodigal, and
gives a feast. It is a love which knows
no boundaries of class, race, ideology
or nation.

We see it manifest in Jesus; His love
knew no conditions. It extended to all.
We are to love as He did, for to hate
another. for whatever reason, is to
hate one for whom Christ suffered and
died.

We are called to an unlimited liabil-
ity for our brothers and sisters
throughout creation. There are no
exclusions to make, no qualifications
to impose. Their destiny, their liveli-
hood. and their fulfillment becomes
inseparable from our own.

Finally this spiritual revolution will

produce a just embodiment of
stewardship. In our era. this * critical
to the vision of liberation v ! ich God
offers humanity, just as when the
jubilee year was first proclaimed to the
people of Israel.

Humanity is beset by a cleavage
between the wealthy and the impover-
ished: further, the affluence of a few is
dramatized by the realities of global
scarcity.

We here are the guardians of
enormous prosperity: as a people we
utilize about 40% of the globe’s
resources amidst only 6% of all its
people.

Our materialism holds us in bondage
to what we consume and possess. But
Christ’s good news sets us free from
the poverty of abundance. That
freedom can be the means for liber-
ating those who face death this day
because of impoverishment that is
beyond their control.

In the end this revolution will teach
us that we own nothing. We are only
stewards. The world’s resources belong
to its Creator: they are to be used not

for the luxury of a few, but for the
livelihood of all.

“To whom much has been given,”
our Lord said, “much is required.” He
asks us for our love, our commitment,
our possessions, our discipleship. In
this we will find our truest freedom.

Let us begin this revolution now.
Let us be known as a people who are
committed to the primacy of spiritual
community, and as just and compas-
sionate stewards in service to the needs
of humanity.

He calls each one of us to give
ourselves to this liberating revolution.

Let us here today covenant one
with another to mobilize our resources
and commit our lives for the corporate
spiritual transformation which this
revolution will bring.

He awaits us now, with His love
reaching out, even for the “healing of
the nations.™

Let us bow our heads for some
moments of silence to listen for His
word speaking to each of us.

**Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty
wherewith Christ has made us free!’ ¥

THE SURVIVAL OF THE CHURCH
{continued from page 13)

dropped in by pious fingers — are
given over to their control. In grand
gestures S million rubles at a time are
donated to outside causes, while the
lowly are driven from the church
entrances, and there is nothing with
which to repair a leaking roof in a
poor parish.? Priests are without rights
in their parishes, only the conducting
of divine worship is still entrusted to
them, and that only within the
churches, while before stepping out-
side to visit the sick or to go to the
cemetary it is first necessary to ask
permission of the city council.

On what evidence can one convince
himself that the systematic demolition
of the Church body and soul at the
hands of the atheists is her best way of
preservation? Preservation for
whom? Certainly not for Christ. Pres-
ervation — by what means? By lving?
But after lying what shall be the kind
of hands offering the Eucharist?

Your Holiness! Do not totally
ignore my unworthy outery. It may be
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that you will not have to hear things
like this every seven years. Do not give
us reason to suppose, do not make us
think, that for the arch-pastors of the
Russian Church earthly authority is
higher than heavenly, earthly responsi-
bility more terrible than accounting to
God.

Neither before men, and all the
more, not at prayer, shall we pretend
that material forces are stronger than
our spirit. Things were not easier at
the inception of Christianity, yet it
survived and flourished. And it showed
us the way: sacrifice. If one is deprived
of all material powers — in sacrifice he
always achieves victory. Many of our
priests and co-believers within living
memory accepted just such a martyr-
dom, worthy of the first centuries. But
then they were thrown to the lions,
today all one can lose is his comfort-
able well-being.

In these days, falling on your knees
before the Cross carried into the
center of the church, ask the Lord:
what other purpose does your ministry
have in a nation which has almost lost

the spirit of Christianity and even its
Christian image?
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

Lent, Week of the Veneration of the
Holy Cross, 1972. ¥

Translated from Russian by Basilian Nuns,
Sacred Heart Monastery, Astoria, N.Y.

Reprinted by permission from RDCA/
Religion in Communist Dominated Areas,

© Jan., Feb. & Mar. 1972; 475 Riverside
Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027.

; Cf. "Voice of Church Militant in Soviet
Union” and “Two Moscow Clergymen Pro-
test Against Soviet Harassment of Orthodox
Church,” RCDA, Vol. V (1966), Nos. 2—10,
pp. 73-82, and "“Two Orthodox Priests
Complain to Patriarch Alexei About
Church-State Relations in Soviet Union"
and “An Open Letter to His Holiness
Alexei, Patriarch of Moscow and All
Russia,”” ibid., Vol. V, Nos. 11-12, pp.
89-105.

2 Cf. “Church and State in Soviet Union"
and "“Decisions of the Holy Synod,” ibid.,
Vol. V, No. 7, p. 54; "Archbishop Ermogen
of Kaluga, USSR," ibid., Vol. V, Nos. 9-10,
p. 77; and “An Open Letter to His Holiness
Alexei, Patriarch of Moscow and All
Russia,” ibid., Vol. V, Nes. 11-12, p. 93.

3 Solzhenitsyn refers to large amounts of
money which the Russian Orthodox Church
contributes to various “peace’” organizations
and “‘causes” which promote Soviet policies.
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On December 31, the eve of our
bicentennial year, Dr. Billy Graham
warned every American: that our
nation’s survival as a free society is by
no means certain, and that the
outcome will depend upon what Chris-
tians do to remedy America’s spiritual
decline. The urgency of our situation
as he portrayed it must challenge each
of us:

| believe that every problem
facing us tonight as Americans is
basically a spiritual problem. Crime
is a spiritual problem. Inflation is a
spiritual problem. Corruption is a
spiritual problem. Social injustice is
a spiritual problem. The /lack of a
“will”” even to defend our freedom
is a spiritual problem.

The Lord, speaking through His
servant, the prophet lsaiah said, I
was ready to be sought by those
who did not ask me. | was ready to
be found by those who did not seek
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by John D. Beckett

me. | said, here am |, to a nation
that did not call on my name. |
spread out my hands all the day to
a rebellious people. . . who pro-
voke me to my face contin-
ually . . . when | spoke, you did
not listen, but you did that which
was evil in my eyes. . ."” And
judgment came!

The great question before us
tonight, on the eve of our 200th
birthday and on the eve of 1976 —
a crucial election year — is: Will this
nation survive this century as a free
society, or even the next five years
as a free society?

JOHN D. BECKETT is currently
serving as president of Intercessors for
America. A businessman from Elvria,
Ohio, he is also involved in the North-
ern Ohio Christian Conference, Cross-
roads Family Books and St. Andrews
Episcopal Church. He and his wife,
Wendy, have six children.

God is warning us tonight that
judgment is going to fall upon us in
a very short time unless we as a
nation repent and turn to God.

Will America turn to God at this
late hour, or will America continue
on the broad road that leads to
destruction? It will soon be too late
to decide — already the storm
clouds are gathering.

A New York Times correspondent
who from an
assignment in Moscow
that nation
adrift. We are like a ship that has lost
its bearings. aimlessly tossing on a

recently returned
extended

observed America is a

stormy sea. Our goals as individuals
and as a nation are blurred. We lack
purpose and direction.

*Used by permission from Our
Bicentennial ® 1976, the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association. Scripture
passage: lsaiah 65:1-3,12 (RSV).
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A young American girl. attending a
recent world literature exposition in
Frankfurt, Germany saw dramatic
evidence of this. As exhibits were
dismantled on the final day,
Americans and Europeans staggered
about from the nights of parties and
drinking. In stark contrast, the
well-mannered high officials from
Communist China who attended the
show calmly gathered in a circle in
their exhibition booth to openly
discuss their plans for world
domination. The reality then struck
her: these people, misguided as they
are, have a specific goal and a plan for
accomplishing it. While we flounder,
the well-organized forces of Satan are
on the move, implementing a
counterfeit of the great commission
Jesus gave His followers: “Go
therefore, and make disciples of all the
nations . . .’

We can ill-afford to drift. Left
unchecked, we can expect our
situation to worsen in every sector of
our national life — government, the
family, education, our moral structure
— on and on. The path that leads to
destruction is indeed wide. Dr.
Graham’s question bears restating:
“Will America repent and turn to God
at this late hour?”

OUR OPTIONS

Faced with the alarming decay that
surrounds us. many sincere believers
have retreated into a glum despair,
convinced that “this is the way it will
be in the last days” and there’s
nothing we can do about it. Believing
that things can only get worse, large
numbers have given up on our
imperiled society. Our images of
government, the educational system,
and other institutions are so tarnished
that we have drawn back and
abandoned them to an enemy who has
been more than willing to fill the
vacuum. Virtually unopposed. Satan
has laid claim to the media, the
legislature, and our universities.

W. J. Ern Baxter, who frequently
speaks to large groups of Christians,
notes that rarely will he find one out
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of one hundred in his audiences who
can say they regularly uphold our
nation and its leaders in prayer. A still
smaller percentage truly believe either
our nation or its leaders can be
redeemed.

This kind of neglect is not what
Christ taught. In Luke’s gospel, we
find servants who are left in charge of
the master’s treasure while he goes to
receive a kingdom. The master’s clear
instructions are ‘‘to occupy’ until his
return. Judgment came to those who
neglected this command.

We are expected by God to hold
fast to the treasure entrusted to us
until the forces of Satan are broken,
and the Lord is triumphant.

Certainly this nation, founded on
the premise that God is our Supreme
Ruler and the source of all true
authority, is part of our treasure, and
part of our stewardship responsibility.
Since the Pilgrims landed in Plymouth
in search of spiritual freedom, God has
greatly blessed us. The question we
face is whether a just God, who abhors
the evil in our land, can continue to
bless us.

THE ALTERNATIVE

Increasingly, the Church is
discovering the fact that God in His
mercy does want to bless America. We
are grasping God’s promise to ancient
Israel: “If my people, which are called
by my name, shall humble themselves,
and pray, and seek my face and turn
from their wicked ways; then will I
hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin, and will heal their land.”

This is the challenge for God’s
people to take the offensive. This is
the battle cry. This is getting armed
and engaging the enemy with the most
powerful weapon against evil that God
has committed to His people.

Dr. Graham, in his New Year’s eve
message, crystallized the task before
us: “I am calling Christians everywhere
to a time of humiliation, prayer, and
fasting during this 200th anniversary.
There is no possible solution to the
problems we face apart from a change
in the spiritual atmosphere.”

The ‘‘spiritual atmosphere” is

precisely where the real battles are
being waged. Because we have
developed near total reliance upon our
intellects, technology and our human
capabilities, we have neglected God
and have become insensitive to the
spiritual warfare in our midst.

Paul, in his epistle to the Ephesians,
describes the true enemy:

For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against rulers,
against the powers, against the
world forces of this darkness,
against the spiritual forces of
wickedness in the heavenly places
(Eph. 6:12 NAS).

Daniel engaged in this cosmic
struggle in behalf of his nation, and
after three weeks of intercessory
prayer was visited by an angel who
came in answer to that prayer, stating
that his delay was caused by a struggle
with satanic strongholds in the
heavenlies:

. . . from the first day that you
set your heart on understanding
this, and on humbling vyourself
before God, your words were
heard, and | have come in response
to your words. But the prince of
the kingdom of Persia was
withstanding me for twenty-one
days: then behold, Michael, one of
the chief princes, came to help me,
for | had been left there with the
kings of Persia (Dan. 10:12-13
NAS).

Daniel stood his ground until the
opposition in the heavenlies was
broken.

In a more current setting, we see the
results of God’s people engaging the
enemy through intercessory prayer: In
November 1975, a demonic rock
group was scheduled to perform in
Traverse City, Michigan. For weeks
prior to the “concert” young believers
not only prayed., but openly
proclaimed in their schools that God
was going to stop the performance. As
the perverted program began, $12.,000
worth of electronic equipment blew
out. Attempts at repair were in vain,
and the concert was cancelled. and six
thousand young people were turned
away. A local church leader
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commented: “The city is charged with
this open demonstration of God’s
power.” The Christians in Traverse
City knew they were opposing
spiritual forces. and they unleashed
the mighty power of prayer. They
were the *‘salt in the earth” and,
through God. they held back corrup-
tion.

In December 1975, state level equal
rights amendments were defeated in
New York and New Jersey, to the
complete amazement of ERA sup-
porters. A woman in Rochester, New
York, attributed the defeat of this
legislation to prayer and fasting,
saying, “This was a clear victory for
the Lord. They (the supporters) had
money, power, media control, every-
thing. But we had the King: that is all
we needed.”

The essential truth that is beginning
to reach the hearts of Christians in
America is that God wants our land
healed. He wants to restore righteous-
ness to government. He wants for us
the precious liberties that were forged
into our Constitution and Bill of
Rights, including the freedom of
choice, of worship, of assembly.and of
speech. He wants marriages healed,
and children brought under the love
and discipline of God-fearing parents.
He wants us to be blessed with health
and prosperity. He wants each of us to
“lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and honesty” (1 Tim. 2:2).

But for this to occur, the Church
can no longer be passive or silent. Our
foremost responsibility, if we are to
see change, is to repent, come under
the Lordship of Jesus, and take up the
weapons of warfare He makes
available. 5

For reasons we may not fully under-
stand, He is giving us this opportunity.
There’s an urgency to it. There is an
awareness that we must act now. We
cannot delay.

INTERCESSORS FOR AMERICA

It was out of this sense of urgency
that “‘INTERCESSORS FOR
AMERICA™ was established on
Thanksgiving Day, 1973. Similar
organizations had already been active
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in Great Britain, Australia, Canada and
other countries, with proven effective-
ness in mobilizing Christians to inter-
cessory prayer for their countries. A
small group of men from various
occupations, denominations, and
different parts of the country agreed
to provide leadership for “Intercessors
for America™ on a voluntary basis.

Mr. John Talcott of Plymouth,
Massachusetts, agreed to serve as
National Coordinator and with his
wife, Rosalin, took primary responsi-
bility for the publication and distribu-
tion of a bi-monthly newsletter to
several thousand individuals and
prayer groups. Mr. Gary Bergel of
Kalamazoo, Michigan, began assisting
the Talcotts in late 1974. The effec-
tiveness of the newsletter soon became
apparent. Subscribers were provided
with clarity on issues of national
concern that were being “‘missed™ or
distorted by the news media. They
were encouraged and built up by
reports of answered prayer. They were
strengthened in knowing that a grass-
roots mobilization of “prayer war-
riors” was developing and that added
numbers of believers were taking

seriously the challenge of 2 Chronicles
7:14. Many agreed to pray at specific
times each week for a half hour or
hour, and as 1975 drew to a close, a
prayer chain neared completion for
each of the 168 hours each week.

With the approach of the bicenten-
nial year, 1976, the Lord seemed to
instill an even greater urgency to IFA’s
mission — “To call Christians to unite
in prayer and fasting for America.” In
late 1975, a plan emerged that would
extend this call more broadly,
permitting fuller communication with
Christians who were interceding for
America.

The IFA office was moved to
Elyria, Ohio, and Mr. John Beckett
took a partial leave of absence from
his manufacturing business to become
IFA president during 1976.

A series of colorful full-page adver-
tisements were run in the January
issues of several major Christian
magazines with the challenging head-
line, ““HOW WILL CHRISTIANS
RESPOND IN *767” A coupon enabled
readers to request a no-charge sub-
scription to the IFA newsletter.

A network of “field correspon-

Cssay
of the flionth

We again invite our readers to submit articles on the theme of the
month. One essay per theme will be selected by our editorial staff for

publication.

Listed below are the themes for the upcoming issues and the deadline
by which they must be received in our New Wine office.

June — "“Change” DUE: March 15
July/August — ““Evangelism’ DUE: April 19
September — “Evangelism’’ (Part two of this theme) DUE: June 14

Essays should be written from the writer’s own experience and obser-
vation (preferably in the form of a testimony) and should be 1500 to
2000 words {or 4—6 typewritten, double-spaced pages). Please include a
photograph and short biography of yourself.

Send all manuscripts to New Wine Essays, P.O. Box 22888, Fort
Lauderdale, Florida 33315. If you wish to have your manuscript re-
turned, enclose a self-addressed and stamped envelope.

All published material becomes the property of New Wine.
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dents” was established, enabling a
regular flow of information and
reports from key Christian leaders
throughout the country, thus pro-
viding an expanded news base for the
newsletter.

The newsletter itself was redesigned
to enable it to go out quickly and
easily to a greatly expanded reader-
ship, and it was decided to step up
distribution to a monthly basis.

The response to the advertisements
was immediate and exciting. Since the
beginning of January, the ranks of
intercessors has grown steadily by over
one thousand per week. These notes
which accompanied subscriptions,
attest to the intensity of concern and
interest.

| saw your news article in Chris-
tian Life. | was thrilled, as about
20—25 Christians from several
churches have been meeting in our
home each month for the past two
years to pray for this country. We
have written every Congressman to
let them know we are praying for
them. Mrs. S. W.
Palm Springs, California

| would appreciate your placing
my name on your mailing list for
your newsletter, so that | can pray
intelligently and specifically about

matters in our country.
B LS,

Tucker, Georgia

We are grateful for your work in
the Body of Christ. It is necessary
for the complete healing and restor-
ation of not only the church, but
also our country for lines of
communication to be opened, like
yours, so that "the arms and legs
will know what the Head is doing.”

Mr. T. A.
Girard, Ohio

By mid-January, reports began to
come in from IFA field correspon-
dents, providing focus for intercession.
A drought, the worst in seventy years,
was reported from California, with
detailed information on the impact to
livestock and food supplies. An article
from a central Florida newspaper
reported that the prayers of citrus and
fern growers had held back predicted
cold waves on four occasions this
winter.
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A report from a Washington D.C.
suburb alerted Christians to pray
about treacherous education programs
being used experimentally in the
schools where our legislators and
federal workers send their children. A
report from Alaska advised that the
governor has agreed to establishing for
Alaska a “Year of Prayer.” and will
attend prayer breakfasts throughout
the state this year.

We began to sense the pulse of
spirit-directed intercessory prayer in
America . . . God’s people praying in
faith, expecting change. and seeing
God’s answers. Letters from subscrib-
ers tell of the newsletter’s effective-
ness:

| was overwhelmed by the need
of prayer, when | received the first
newsletter from Intercessors. God
has made me know in my heart that
He wants me to pray for these
needs.
Mrs. E. E.
Okolona, Mississippi

A group that | am associated
with has seen the urgent need for
saints to exercise their priesthood
as believers, and have entered into
prayer and fasting as a normal
pattern of our lives. We have been
blessed to see much answered
prayer in our own small com-
munity. Your newsletter offers
practical insight into how and what
to intercede for. We refer to these
helps as we pray and during our
night watches.

Mr.S. K
Silverton, Oregon

This is just a note to express our
gratitude for your newsletter. It's
been a blessing to our own family,
to our prayer group, to our Aglow
chapter, and to many churches in
this area.

Mrs. R. S.
Lisle, lllinois

The Lord really spoke to me
through your newsletter. As prayer
co-ordinator for the Campus
Crusade Ministry at West Chester
State College, | really need to be
informed about the spiritual state
of the nation so | can better
minister to the believers here on
campus.

Miss J. R.

West Chester, Pennsylvania

During the coming year, IFA will
send a newsletter to anyone who
expresses an interest in interceding for
America. For many, intercession will
be a new dimension in prayer, and
newsletter articles will develop the
scriptural basis and guidelines for such
prayer. “‘Prayer priorities” will be
updated each month, enabling specific
focus on those issues that need
greatest attention. And through the
voices and pens of Christian leaders,
IFA will endeavor to impress the
urgency and potential for restoration
that we have through intercessory
prayer.

We cannot delay this prayer
emphasis — 1976 will be one of the
most crucial years in the history of our
nation. Dr. Graham equates the
urgency of our current situation with
three other “crisis”™ periods in our
nation’s history: the Revolutionary
War, the drafting of the Constitution,
and the Civil War (Decision Magazine,
Feb. 1976).

It is awesome to realize that the
outcome of our present crisis will
depend on what Christians do about it.
We must decide whether we will stand
back and continue to let Satan run
roughshod through our country. or
whether we will launch a mighty
offensive of God-directed prayer and
action against the enemy’s strong-
holds. Author and Bible scholar, Derek
Prince. has declared his position *“ . . .
if I am to be a martyr, | would rather
fall in some grand assault on the gates
of hell than have my head cut off by
antichrist, hiding with my hoarded
groceries in some remote cave.”

“Intercessors for America™ is calling
the Church to that kind of positive,
aggressive response. Will we dare to
believe that Christians will be elected
to public office this fall, and that He
will bring to salvation those in
authority who do not know Him? Can
we trust God and His mighty angels to
drive out the demonic forces that are
sabotaging our media, our schools, and
our families? God says that if we will
do our part, He will heal our land. Let
us lay hold of that glorious promise.
The course and destiny of America
hangs in the balance. ¥
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The Bible reveals that the nations belong to our God
and that He is the one who rules over all secular author-
ity. It further reveals that His people have a definite
responsibility with regard to their government and
leaders. Failure to fulfill this responsibility enables sin to
abound in a nation, culminating in divine judgment. In
this bicentennial year, God's people must fully exercise
their capability to determine the destiny of their nation.

(Bible Study answers are found on page 25.)

1. a. What specific characteristic exalts a nation?
(Prov. 14:34)

b. What brings reproach [disgrace — NAS] upon a
nation?

2. According to Psalm 32:12, what nation is blessed?

3. The following scriptures reveal God’s activity in the
affairs of nations. Fill in the blanks in each case.
a. Psalm 22:28 "For the kingdom is the Lord's:

and he is the among the
nations.”
b. Daniel 2:21 '*. .. he [God]
kings and kings.”
c. Romans 13:1 “For there is no
but of God: the that be are
of God.”

4. The Bible teaches that Christians have specific
responsibilities toward their government and leaders.
The following scriptures show us what those are.
Read each scripture and then answer the guestions.
1 Peter 2:13—15 and Titus 3:1
a. How are Christians to behave toward secular

rulers?
b. What will be the result of a Christian’s obedience
to secular authority? (v. 75)
1 Timothy 2:14
c. What four things does Paul exhort Christians to
offer on behalf of their rulers? (v. 7)

5. a. In Deuteronomy 8:11—20 what warning is given
to the nation of lIsrael as they enter the land the
Lord had promised them?

b. What would be the consequences if they failed to
heed the warning? (v. 79—20)
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10.

Read the following scriptures, listing the judgments
that come upon a nation that forgets God.
Jeremiah 7:28
Psalm 9:17
Isaiah 3:1
Isaiah 3:2—4
Isaiah 3:5
In verse 25 of Genesis 18, the account of Sodom
and Gomorrah, Abraham states a divine principle
of God’s judgment: “That be far from thee to do
after this manner, to slay the
with the i

b. Abraham reasons with God and God finally
agrees to spare the city if
people can be found in the city.

c. What analogy is used in Matthew 5:13 to
describe the presence of righteous believers in
the earth?

d. In Job 33:23 and Ecclesiastes 7:28 there seems
to be evidence for a divine ratio: one righteous
person being the needed “‘salt” for preserving

wicked in a city or nation.

Jeremiah 18:7—8 gives us another principle of divine

judgment. If a nation facing God’s judgment will

turn from their evil, He will:

®» o0 0w

a. One situation where we see this principle applied
is in the judgment of Nineveh, when God speaks
through Jonah to warn of impending judgment.
Read Jonah 3:5—9 and list the three responses of
the people.

(1)
(2)
(3)

b. What was God's response to their turning from

their evil? (v. 10/

In 2 Chronicles 7:14 God again describes the way of

national repentance leading to restoration.

a. To whom is this passage directed?

b. What 3 things are God’s people required to do?
(1)
(2)
(3)

€. What 3 things does God promise to do?
(1)
(2)
(3)
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As the
leadership goes,

so goes the nation.

optedp

The following essay was chosen for
publication in the April Essay of the
Month feature.

n this bicentennial year,

Americans will participate in
perhaps the most critical presidential
election in our history. This election
may represent America’s last chance to
change directions and to avert a
national disaster.

Former President Richard Nixon
rightly identified the American crisis
as a crisis of the spirit. His own
personal and political downfall came
because he failed to confront that
crisis. Ironically, the moral and
spiritual disease he told the voters he
could cure infected and destroyed his
own administration.

President Gerald Ford is apparently
an honest man and a believer in God,
but whatever his private religious
convictions may be, the critical moral
and spiritual needs of our society have
not been alleviated. The crisis of
America remains a crisis of the spirit.

A TURNING AWAY

The single most important issue in
the United States today — the one
issue on which every other issue
hinges, including national survival
itself — is a spiritual one: Our nation
has turned away from God and
abandoned itself to its lusts. The
results of this are evidenced on every
side.

In April 1963 the United States
Supreme Court ruled that Bible
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reading and prayer in our public
schools was unconstitutional. This was
not the raving of some village atheist.
but the decree of the highest court in
the land. It was an official insult to
Almighty God by the government of
the United States of America.

In November 1963 President
Kennedy was assassinated. In 1964 the
Civil Rights movement marched out of
the courts and congresses, and took to
the streets, where in 1965 it erupted in
violence in one city after another. In
1968 Martin Luther King and Robert
Kennedy were assassinated.

Viet Nam became the first war we
have ever lost, injuring our line of
defense in Southeast Asia, while in
Europe, a weakening NATO alliance
has allowed the perimeter of the cold
war to close further in on us.

The crime rate in America has
soared. The divorce rate has mounted.
The American home has disintegrated.
For the first time in our history,
middle-class young people are using
drugs on a broad scale, and are running
away from home at an alarming rate.

The American dollar, once the envy
of the world is shrinking in value and
prestige. Unemployment keeps in-
creasing, and a strange combination of
inflation and recession is putting the
squeeze on every wage earner in the
country.

ROBERT MEARS is married and
the father of three children. He has
been in full-time ministry for twelve
vears and is presently an elder in New
Christian Fellowship in Laconia, New
Hampshire.

One of the mightiest institutions in
the world — the U. S. Presidency — has
suffered unbelievable reverses. John F.
Kennedy was assassinated; Lyndon
Johnson was forced into a premature
retirement; Richard Nixon became the
first president to resign in the middle
of a term; and Gerald Ford inherited
an emasculated office and has had to
wrestle with a Congress whose only
mandate is seemingly to hamstring an
already crippled presidency.

Billy Graham was not overstating
the situation when he said at the
beginning of this year, “The American
people are almost drugged and are
oblivious to the events at home and
abroad that cause the atomic clock to
move closer to midnight.”” He added,
“There is no possible solution to the
problems we face apart from a change
in the spiritual atmosphere.”

This change in the spiritual
atmosphere is already beginning to
take place. A grass roots renewal
movement that is growing phenom-
enally both in numbers and commit-
ment has begun to spring up within
the Christian Church. But this move-
ment needs a national standard around
which to gather its force and focus its
efforts.

THE NEED FOR A LEADER

The desperate need in this critical
election year is for a strong President
with eyes to see the spiritual issues
underlying our present crisis, and with
the courage and integrity to lead the
nation in a tough and thorough pro-
gram of renewal and reform.
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In the Old Testament we find an
example of a nation being turned back
to God through the leadership of a
godly king. In 2 Chronicles we read of
Josiah, who became king of Judah
during a time when the judgment of
God was hanging over that nation
because of the corrupt reign of
Manasseh, who had for fifty-five years
led the nation in rebellion against God.

Josiah came to power at an early
age, and under the instruction of godly
men, experienced a spiritual conver-
sion. During his reign he instituted
various reforms, and in his eighteenth
year in office he began to repair the
temple after nearly a century of
neglect.

During the repairs, Hilkiah the
priest discovered the Book of the Law
of God which he read aloud to the
king. Hearing God’s Law and realizing
that disobedience to the Lord had
brought divine retribution upon the
nation. Josiah was deeply moved and
humbled himself before the Lord.

King Josiah then sent messengers to
Huldah, a prophetess in Jerusalem. to
inquire of the Lord concerning the
words of the Law of God. The word
came back to Josiah that God would
indeed punish the nation severely for
its sins, but the Lord also gave a word
of hope for the godly king:

Because thine heart was tender,
and thou didst humble thyself
before God, when thou heardest his
words against this place. . . .
Behold, | will gather thee to thy
fathers, and thou shalt be gathered
to thy grave in peace, neither shall
thine eyes see all the evil that | will
bring upon this place, and upon the
inhabitants of the same (2 Chron.
34:23-28).

Josiah intensified his campaign of
reform. and during his reign Judah
experienced peace and great spiritual
renewal. While Josiah lived Judah was
spared, but with the death of this
godly king, evil came to the nation.
Judah reverted quickly to her former
sins under the leadership of evil kings
and the Babylonians finally destroyed
the temple and the city, carrying the
people into captivity.
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The lesson is clear: As the leader-
ship goes, so goes the nation. Under a
godly leader who led the people in
repentance and renewal, the sentence
against the nation was postponed and
no doubt mitigated when it finally
came. Had it not been for Josiah, the
Jews probably would never have
returned from captivity in Babylon.
Josiah and the renewal movement of
his time was the divinely-appointed
means of preserving the nation
through crisis and disaster.

This is the hope that remains for
our own nation in its time of decline
and threatening judgment. Let us
plead with God to raise up an
American Josiah as President to lead
the nation in repentance and renewal.
The wrath of God can be turned back,
at least for a while. And a sincere
repentance on the part of a multitude
of Americans. and a thoroughgoing
reform movement., even if only
temporary, will lay the foundation for
the eventual salvation and restoration
of the nation.

POLITICS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS

In the United States of America
there is a separation of church and
state. This means that the government
does not interfere with the free exer-
cise of religion or attempt to set up
any sort of religious monopoly. The
government does not establish a state
church supported by public revenue
and influenced or run by politicians,
neither does the government tell a man
what religion he must follow. but
respects and upholds his freedom of
conscience to worship as he believes.

This is the historic and constitu-
tional meaning of the separation of
church and state in America. and it
needs to be upheld. But the separation
of church and state cannot be
absolute. for political leaders are still
responsible to the living God for the
way they govern.

Separation of church and state does
not mean that politicians are exempt
from God’s scrutiny or that a political
body can evade the judgment of God.
Neither can Christians withdraw into a

religious sanctuary and maintain a
cowardly silence when wickedness
establishes itself in government. They
may not surrender their civil responsi-
bilities and leave the government to
the godless. Though separation of
church and state is a valid premise, it
does not permit or excuse political
indifference in the Church or spiritual
negligence in the state.

God deals with nations as well as
individuals and churches. The solemn
truth is, God is dealing with the
United States today with a heavy
hand, precisely because as a nation we
have tried to practice an illicit separa-
tion of the state from God, His laws,
His truth, His justice and mercy.

American politics have been
securely under the control of secular
intellectuals who favored government
by the godless. A man might have his
private opinion about the existence of
God. but his religious convictions,
they say, should not influence his
public policy.

Regardless of the party in power the
trend has continued with very little
alteration. Whatever the private
opinions of our chiefs of state and
other politicians, they have, for the
most part, spoken and acted as secular
men who rely on human wisdom and
human power, with no serious effort —
expressed in concrete policies carried
out boldly and decisively — to please
God or ask His forgiveness for our
monumental national sins or seek His
grace for our desperate national condi-
tion. The result has been a steady
deterioration of America: her faith,
her integrity, her morals, her strength,
her wealth, her unity, her culture.

In this; our hour of desperate
national need, may God deliver us
from unjust men in political office and
instead give us men in our government
whom He can bless — men of faith and
courage, men of integrity and spiritual
discernment.

May God permit our country to
close the gap that now exists between
politics and righteousness. between the
American government and Christian
faith, between our politicians and the
One who is King of kings and Lord of
lords, Jesus Christ. ¥’
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How did vou became involved with
intercessory praver for the nation and
specifically with “'If My People’?

I first became aware that the Spirit
was calling the Church to prayer for
the nation in December of 1973. At
that time 1 was in Britain ministering.
During a meeting of pastors and Bible
teacher’s from around the country the
Holy Spirit revealed that hard times
were about to come to Britain and
that the Christians of Great Britain
were to pray seriously for the nation.

When [ returned to the United
States I discovered that the Spirit had
likewise been dealing in our local
church, the Church on the Way in Van
Nuys, California. In the
Wednesday night prayer meetings. the
Spirit of God, through prophesy and
tongues and interpretation. had called
the congregation specifically to 2 min-
istry of intercession for America.

one of

A short time later. my wife Carol
and | were listening to a message by
our pastor, Jack Hayford. entitled.
“After the Fact. Our Responsibility
for America’s Survival.,” when we felt
the Spirit nudge us and say. “That’s
vour next assignment. Study the prin-
ciples of this message. learn them. and
write them into a musical setfing in a
format that of
Together.”

similar to “Come
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The next significant step was the
April 30th national day of prayer and
fasting for the nation. On that day in
our local church a prophetic utterance

forth which said in effect:
“*Because the Church has been one in
Spirit and one in purpose for this one
day. a great turning point has been
reached in America’s history. The
unwritten history of doom and judg-

came

ment is erased and a new history is
being written by the prayers of God’s
people. There is confusion in the
enemy’s camp and you are to pursue
him to the gates of his domain. The
gates of hell will not prevail against the
Church! There will be other days and
other battles you will have to battle.
SO persevere.”

As 1 listened to these words | was
impressed with the thought that if the
Church. for one day, had been one in
purpose and spirit. and we had reached
a turning point because of it. then it
would be tragic to go back to our di-
vided ways again. | felt strongly that
the Holy Spirit was calling the Church
to a monthly day of prayer and fast-

JIMMY AND CAROIL. OWENS are
well-known for their musical composi-
tions “Come Together™ and “If My
People.” Thev are nmiembers of the
Church on the Way in
California, where Jimmy serves as an
elder.

Van Nuvs,

ing. The question was. How was this to
be accomplished?

We began to realize that there
needed to be a move of God at three
levels: (1) At the

had already begun: (2) at the pastoral

grass roots. \\"hlL‘h

level. because the
led and taught by the pastors: and (3)

people need to be

at the high level of denominational
leaders and leaders of Christian organi-
zations and publications that are the
voice of the Church. In January, I had
the opportunity to travel around the
United States and speak with a num-
ber of different leaders in the Church.
From this trip was birthed the idea of
a National Conference on Prayer and
Fasting. This conference took place in
Chicago. on September 12 & 13. |
believe it was a significant beginning!
Out of it came the decision to set aside
the first Friday of the month as a day
of prayer and fasting for the nation.

What plans do vou have for calling
people’s attention to  Intercessory
praver for this nation?

As far
will
Lord led us to write

as my own involvement, it
musical the
“If My People.™
We have video taped this musical to

center around the

use as @ tool to introduce it to cities
around the counfry. We plan to put
together a broad-based touring group

of about 40 -60 singers. a band. and a
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crew. This will include some Campus
Crusade music team members. a Youth
with a Mission music team and a num-
ber of the young people who sang in
the Los Angeles nucleus of “If My
People.” This touring group will be the
nucleus of a mass choir in each city
where we are invited to perform.
Before a tour, our manager. Lavern
Campbell, will take the video tape to
the pastors and Christian leaders of a
city, show the film, present our seven-
point program. and answer any ques-
tions they may have.

What is this seven-point program?

Number one, the musical, “If My
People™ will serve as a rallying point
for Christians who are concerned
about intercession for the nation. It
will draw them together and introduce
the principles and conditions for inter-
cession based on 2 Chronicles 7:14:
“If my people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves. and
pray. and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways: then will I hear
from heaven, and will forgive their sin,
and will heal their land.”

Second. after the musical, a pastor’s
symposium will be held at which time
we will transfer to the hands of the
pastors the responsibility to lead and
assist the people who have pledged
themselves to prayer and fasting. We
will encourage the pastors to meet
again and to set up continuing fellow-
ships among themselves in order to get
to know one another.

Third, we will present and encour-
age participation in a national day of
prayer and fasting (the first Friday of
the month) as unanimously decided
upon by church leaders at the Chicago
Conference on Prayer and Fasting.

Fourth, we will suggest that our pre-
sentation be followed by a Bible teach-
ing seminar to teach in depth the prin-
ciples and conditions of intercessory
prayer. This could be led by several
major Bible teaching ministries.

Fifth. we hope to see established in
every city an emergency prayer chain
which would have a national covering
and which could be activated at any
level from the national to the local and
even to the local church level.
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Sixth, we will encourage the local
mass choirs to get their own bands
together and continue to carry the
message to the outskirts of their area
using the same follow-up program.

The last major emphasis in which
we will be involved will be a week
sponsored by Youth with a Mission
called the “Spirit of '76.” Opening
Sunday night, July 4th, in a 106-acre
outdoor area across the river from
Philadelphia., we will present “If My
People™ with the local mass choir and
possibly with singers from all over the
country who have sung with us in
other cities. We hope to send that pre-
sentation via closed circuit television
into halls all around the country. This
would allow live mass choirs in many
areas to join us — from the Philadel-
phia area — in praise and worship. 1
think that would be a marvelous boost
to our faith — knowing that we all are
a part of one united effort, meeting at
the same time and for the same pur-
pose — our nation!

Although this Fourth of July pre-
sentation will be the climax, what hap-
pens after this is what is really going to
count. If there is a continuation of
what has been generated by the Holy
Spirit during this time through our
ministry and through many others
going out from the Chicago confer-
ence, and if the Church continues in a
united stand. then I think we are going
to see some profound changes in the
history of our nation.

Is “If My People” strictly a charis-
matic presentation?

No. it is not. In fact, Carol’s and my
ministry is purposely a ministry to the
whole Body. We attend a charismatic
assembly and we are charismatic by
belief and by experience, but we feel
that our calling is to minister to the
whole Body. Therefore, we avoid ref-
erence to charismatic matters in the
larger setting of the whole Church
together.

If a group is interested in bringing “If

My People” to their city, or producing
it themselves, how should they go
about it?

For a stop on our tour we primarily

consider cities of 200,000 or more in
order to make the maximum use of
the time. We feel we should concen-
trate on the larger cities for the initial
tour and then let it spread to the
smaller ones from there. However, we
are certainly open to the Spirit. He has
already pointed us to a few smaller
cities that are strategic. Generally,
though, we encourage the smaller
cities to put on the musical them-
selves.

For those who want to locally pro-
duce “If My People,” we have avail-
able the musical score and a teaching
handbook that goes with it. We feel it
is very important that the people who
perform the musical understand the
spiritual principles that they are minis-
tering. The handbook includes thirteen
chapters on the scriptural background
of each point we bring out in the
musical. We also have a leader’s guide
and a student’s manual which can be
used in a 13-week Bible class curricu-
lum if desired. This material can be
purchased at any Bible book store.

If a group wants us to come and
present “If My People™ in their city,
we ask that a local co-ordinator get
together as broad a representation as
possible of ministers and Christian
leaders from his city. This group can
then write to “If My People™ 14344
Sherman Way, Van Nuys, California
91405. ¥
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BIBLE STUDY ANSWERS
(From page 23.)

1. a. Righteousness; b. Sin. 2. One whose
God is the Lord. 3. a. Governor; b.
Removeth, setteth up; c. Power, powers,
ordained. 4. a. Submit; be subject to them;
b. Put to silence the ignorance of foolish
men; c. Supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and giving of thanks. 5. a. "Beware that
thou forget not the Lord thy God, in not
keeping his commandments, and his judg-
ments and his statutes”; b. They would
perish. 6. a. Truth is cut off; b. That nation
shall be turned into hell; c. Bread and water
are taken away; d. Good and wise rulers are
taken away; e. People oppress one another.
7. a. Righteous, wicked; b. 10 righteous; c.
They are the salt of the earth; d. 1000. 8.
Repent of the evil he thought to do unto
them. 9. a. They proclaimed a fast, they
humbled themselves in sackcloth, they
turned from their evil way; b. He repented
of the evil he said he would do unto them.
10. a. To God's people, those called by His
name; b. Humble themselves, seek His face,
turn from their wicked ways; c. Hear from
heaven, forgive their sin, heal their land.
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leaving for
the next f
generation? ¢

No weapon that is formed against

vou shall prosper and every
tongue that accuses you in judgment
you will condemn. This is the heritage
of the servants of the Lord™ (Is.
54:17, NAS). God promises to deliver
His obedient people from verbal and
physical attack. He promises that their
heritage includes a continual vindica-
tion of their integrity, a most desirable
promise.

Many Americans are completely
unaware of God’s role in our national
origin and heritage. Dr. Billy Graham.
citing an article in Life Magazine’s
Bicentennial issue entitled, *“One
Hundred Events that Shaped Amer-
ica,” was recently quoted as saying
that of the one hundred great events
that Life listed, only one or two
*could be called religious in any mean-
ingful use of that term.” From the
Life Magazine article one might there-
fore conclude that religion had an
almost insignificant role in shaping
America. To draw this conclusion
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would be grossly misleading.

Further evidence of America’s
ignorance regarding our spiritual heri-
tage was revealed in a Gallup Poll
published October 1975 which re-
vealed that thirty-two million Amer-
icans believe in astrology. That is. they
believe their destiny is influenced by
the position of the stars. More than
90% of all Americans under thirty
know the astrological sign under which
they were born. Most major news-
papers in America carry astrology
columns. It is safe to say that more
Americans read the astro-guide daily
than read the Bible. The poll also
revealed that most of those who
believe in astrology see no incompati-
bility between Christianity and astrol-
ogy. They are ignorant of such scrip-
tural warnings as Isaiah 47:11-13.
*But evil will come on you which you
will not know how to charm away:
and disaster will fall on you for which
you cannot atone. and destruction
about which you do not know will
come on you suddenly. Stand fast now

in your spells and in your many sor-
ceries with which you have labored
from your youth: perhaps you will be
able to profit, perhaps you may cause
trembling. You are wearied with your
many counsels, let now the astrolo-
gers, those who prophesy by the stars,
those who predict by the new moons,
stand up and save you from what will
come upon you” (NAS).

As Christian Americans we need to
be reintroduced to our spiritual heri-
tage. Anniversaries are opportunities
to remember and be re-educated to
one’s past. They offer opportunities to
gain perspective in the present. Our
two-hundredth anniversary is an
opportunity to reconsider the spiritual
factors present in our national origin.
How well we remember may deter-
mine how well we are remembered.

SALVATION IS A HERITAGE

Psalm 78 could well have been read
to Israel during some national anniver-
sary. The Psalm recalls how God deliv-
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ered Israel in numerous critical situa-
tions and Israel was commanded to
testify to those acts of God’s salvation
to their children for the salvation of
future generations.

For He established a testimony
in Jacob, and appointed a law in
Israel, which He commanded our
fathers, that they should teach
them to their children; that the
generation to come might know,
even the children yet to be born,
that they may arise and tell them to
their children. . . . (vwv. 5-6 NAS).

There are some similarities between
the heritage of Israel and the heritage
of America. The free society that
America enjoys today did not come
without a degree of struggle. The very
conception of this nation took place in
a wilderness. Her birth was character-
ized by intermittant labor pains lasting
for years. Immediately after birth
there was war with mother followed
by a profound identity crisis. She had
love affairs with a variety of other
nations, some of which ended in
bloody conflict. Within the family,
tensions became so great that a divorce
was declared, South from the North,
but the marriage was “saved” at gun
point. Lately she had become so
involved in attempting to solve prob-
lems around the world that divorce
threatened once again.

But to many of us, America’s sur-
vival is no coincidence. The first Amer-
ican charter of the first permanent
American colony was a covenant
commitment to God’s purpose and
mutual assistance. The “Mayflower
Compact” of 1620 reads as follows:

In the name of God Amen. We,
whose names are underwritten, the
loyal subjects of our dread Sover-
eign Lord, King James, by the
Grace of God, of Great Britain,
France and Ireland, King, Defender
of the Faith, etc. Having under-
taken for the glory of God and the
advancement of the Christian Faith,
and the honor of our King and
Country, a voyage to plant the first
colony in the Northern parts of
Virginia; do by these present
solemnly and mutually in the
presence of God and one another,
covenant and combine ourselves
together into a Civil Body Politick,
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for our better ordering and preser-
vation, and furtherance of the ends
aforesaid; and by virtue hereof to
enact, constitute, and frame, such
just and equal laws, ordinances,
acts, constitutions and offices, from
time to time, as shall be thought
most meet and convenient for the
general good of the colony; unto
which we promise all due submis-
sion and obedience. In witness
whereof we have hereunto sub-
scribed our names at Cape Cod the
eleventh of November, in the reign
of our Sovereign Lord King James
of England, France, and Ireland,
the eighteenth and of Scotland the
fifty-fourth. Anno Domini 1620.

In this document lay the seeds of
the principles which would guide
America’s early development. From
the cornerstone of faith in God was
erected equal justice under law, social
order, government for the common
good, honor for authority, respect for
human life and mutual submission.
These and other building stones were
held together by solemn covenant
commitment. Forty-one men signed
the covenant before setting foot on
this land.

Nor does the Mayflower Compact
stand alone in its spiritual emphasis
among early American documents.
Numerous other charters from Rhode
Island to Pennsylvania reflect the same
faith and attitudes. The first books
printed were religious in nature, and
the first schools promoted the study
of such books. One hundred and fifty
years after the Mayflower Compact,
the Declaration of Independence
expressed the same values. So did the
Constitution in 1787, as well as Presi-
dent Lincoln’s Proclamation of Prayer
and Fasting for April 30, 1863.

Modern Americans are born in-
debted to thousands of nameless fore-
bearers who have preserved these
saving principles. We are born indebted
to the covenant-keeping God who has
kept the faith with the covenant-
makers for over three hundred and
fifty years since that day the May-
flower Compact was signed aboard a
small ship off Cape Cod. He has kept
faith in spite of the flaws and failures
of men. We have inherited a salvation
we did not purchase, but surely we

must pay the installments due during
our generation.

An inheritance is what one genera-
tion gives another. Usually we think of
it in terms of property or money. But
a heritage consists of a quality or way
of life accumulated over many genera-
tions. Our generation can become so
involved in providing an inheritance
for its children that it denies them
their heritage. If this happens the
accumulated wisdom and grace of
many generations could be lost to our
grandchildren. Our society itself would
perish. This is the admonition of Psalm
78: “That they might know . . . that
they might put their trust in God and
not forget the works of God.”

To be sure, our nation needs much
deliverance yet from poverty and
disease, from ignorance and from
rebellion and anger. But the salvation
of our future may be tied to covenants
of our past, with a renewed depen-
dence upon the God who has pre-
served us thus far.

SALVATION IS FROM
GENERATION TO GENERATION

The message of Psalm 78, Deuter-
onomy 11, and numerous other scrip-
ture passages, is that each generation
must communicate its wisdom and
knowledge of God to the next. It
sounds so simple.

Three-year-old Eddie was home
from the Sunday school and church
services and his dad, who was the
Sunday school superintendent, asked
him:

“What did you learn in Sunday
school today, Eddie?”

Little Eddie stood erect, and lifted
his voice in the best angelic man-
ner . . . “Children obey your parents
in the Lord, for this is right.”

“Very good, Eddie, very good,” his
dad congratulated him. “Now don’t
forget that, always obey your par-
ents.”

Eddie was an energetic and adven-
turesome boy. Scarcely fifteen
minutes had elapsed before Dad had to
correct him. “Eddie! What did you
learn in Sunday school today?” Eddie
stood erect and intoned the lesson.
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*“*Now don’t forget that, Eddie.
Obey your parents or Daddy will have
to spank you.” But only a few minutes
later. the scene was repeated. and the
regretful father had to chasten his
 wayward son. After the spanking, little
Eddie looked up at Dad through tear-
ful eyes.

“Daddy, can | ask you something?”

“Yes, Son.”

“Daddy, what is a parent?”

The cold truth is, quoting platitudes
is conversation without real communi-
cation. Real communication ftravels
over the bridge of true relationship:
and this was how the knowledge of
God passed from generation to
generation among the Israelites.

Israel did not have printing presses,
textbooks and T.V. Those ‘“handi-
caps” forced them to establish mean-
ingful oral communication with their
children. Oral teaching was trans-
mitted from generation to generation.
Great emphasis was put on family life
and genealogies. Some may feel Israel
over-emphasized the family, but their
survival through long periods with no
social institutions or geographic iden-
tity. testifies to their success in
communication,

“Preacher, why doesn’t somebody
preach on the genealogies? You know,
so-and-so begat so-and-so, and he begat
so-and-so. I've never heard a sermon
on that.”

“T'll think about that,” the preacher
said. He did, and he preached a sermon
entitled, “It Makes a Difference Who
Your Pappy Is.” Indeed, it does. It
also makes a difference when the
father communicates what he is.

Today, we tend to ignore the bene-
fits of heritage. In emphasizing *equal
opportunity’ our society often
neglects the importance of background
and family. However, “equal oppor-
tunity” alone will not insure equal
success, Young people must not
merely be offered opportunity, they
must also be prepared to make the
most of that opportunity. Well-
prepared offspring can find great
opportunity in the midst of situations
which ill-prepared youths might
consider hopeless.

Unfortunately, there is an increasing

dependence upon institutions to do
what the family once did. The church
provides religion: the school provides
education; T.V. provides entertain-
ment: industry provides work and
income: government provides welfare
and retirement; and insurance provides
help in case of trouble. God and
family are ignored as unnecessary.

I have often wondered how parents
would teach their children if they
knew that they would have to rely on
them in their old age, instead of rely-
ing on the government. Just for one
panicky moment, let’s imagine that
there were no Social Security. That’s
the way it was not too long ago. How
would a parent teach Junior if, at age
sixty-five, he were going to be at
Junior’s mercy?

“Now, Junior, | want to tell you all
about the grace of God, and His
loyalty, and His truth. Junior, we have
a lot to talk about!”

He would pray sincerely, “Lord,
bless Junior. Oh Lord. please bless
Junior! Prosper him, keep him safe,
etc., for your Name’s sake, Amen.”

The Law of Sowing and Reaping
says: Communicate with your child
now, he will communicate with you
later. Institutionalize him now, he will
institutionalize you later. If we reject
our children, they will reject our heri-
tage, our God and their own salvation.
“And you shall teach them [God's
words] to your sons, talking of them
when you sit in your house and when
you walk along the road and when you
lie down and when you riseup . . .so
that your days and the days of your
sons may be multiplied on the land
which the Lord swore to your fathers
to give them, as long as the heavens
remain above the earth” (Deut.
11:19.21 NAS).

SALVATION IS KNOWING
THE LANDMARKS

I was privileged in the course of my
education to study history in a
number of settings. | attended both
religious and public schools, and had a
variety of professors. One professor
was a Southern gentleman confined to
a wheelchair. He built his life around

history. his chosen field. He was able
to teach with a perspective bevond the
ordinary. He was Dean of the History
Department and loved by all the stu-
dents. Another professor, a preacher,
was an immigrant from the Middle
East who became learned in American
history. He continually saw the moral
nature of the men and events that
made our history. Still another history
professor was a philosopher. Each had
his own interpretation of historic
events. From them I learned that your
view of history is greatly influenced by
the one who teaches you. | believe it is
possible to know an impressive
amount of facts. but completely misin-
terpret them. Significant events of
God’s deliverance should be properly
marked, so that future generations can
comprehend, appreciate and apply the
lessons of history.

During the past summer, my family
and I embarked on an eight-thousand-
mile journey through the western part
of the United States. All along our
route we found historical markers
identifying places where significant
events had occurred. Some markers
identified the birth place of someone
important, Through the historical
marker vague historical figures began
to become real persons to us. Other
markers identified battlegrounds
where many people died for their
convictions. Reading the accounts on
the markers, we could almost hear the
guns. and to some extent, we re-lived
the struggles of those courageous men.

History leaves landmarks behind it.
The history of American jurisprudence
is punctuated with certain landmark
decisions. Those court decisions gave
an interpretation to law, or settled a
legal issue that affected many subse-
quent cases. Such landmark decisions
set limits on how far other lawyers and
judges might press a point. A success-
ful lawyer must know the precedents
contained in landmark decisions. While
future decisions may not be deter-
mined by landmark decisions alone,
they are affected by them. The past is
there for counsel. To ignore history is
to ignore the boundaries of safety. To
rewrite history is to obliterate those
boundaries. When Joshua was leading
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Israel across the Jordan into Canaan,
God gave him a significant command.

Take for yourselves twelve men
from the people, one man from
each tribe, and command them,
saying, ‘Take up for yourselves
twelve stones from here out of the
middle of the Jordan, from the
place where the priests’ feet are
standing firm, and carry them over
with you, and lay them down in the
lodging place where you will lodge
tonight.” So Joshua called the
twelve men whom he had appoint-
ed from the sons of Israel, one man
from each tribe; and Joshua said to
them, “Cross again to the ark of the
Lord your God into the middle of
the Jordan, and each of you take
up a stone on his shoulder, accord-
ing to the number of the tribes of
the sons of Israel. Let this be a sign
among you, so that when your
children ask later, saying, "What do
these stones mean to you?” then
you shall say to them, “Because the
waters of the Jordan were cut off
before the ark of the covenant of
the Lord; when it crossed the
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan
were cut off.” So these stones shall
become a memorial to the sons of
Israel forever” (Josh. 4:2-7 NAS).

God directs His servants to leave
historical markers for the benefit of
the generations who will follow them.
When they ask. “What do these stones
mean to you?’ heritage can be
communicated. Such a question is a
wide open opportunity to meaningful
communication. Family possessions,
antiques, old photo albums or favorite
places are among those things that can
serve as markers.

I can recall one day when I was just
a boy, looking at the old double-
barreled shotgun that Dad kept in his
room. “Dad, why is the wooden fore-
arm under the barrels of this old gun
split?”

“Well, Son, that’s quite a story.
Your grandpa was sheriff up in
Chambers County during prohibition
when the law said you couldn’t make
or sell whiskey. Of course, Grandpa
tried to enforce the law. Your grandpa
was a fine Christian man, a deacon in
his church and a Sunday school
teacher.”

“One night he deputized your uncle
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and they went out to a house where it
was believed they were making and
selling liquor. When Grandpa knocked
on the door, a man stuck that double-
barrel shotgun right out in his face.”
(It was the very gun I was holding!)
“Grandpa had already drawn his
pistol, and he fired right up at the
shotgun, which was pointing at him
through the door. Well, the bullet
lodged between the barrels of the gun,
right there,” Dad placed his finger in
the split in the wood. “It jarred the
man holding the shotgun so severely
he thought he’d been shot and he fell
backward onto a couch. Then your
granddad and your uncle burst into
the house. There was another great big
fellow in there who ran out the back
door. Your uncle was small in size and
he jumped on the big fellow’s back
and rode him out into the woods, all
the while beating on him and holler-
ing, ‘Stop!” He finally made the arrest!
Granddad’s life was saved and the
bootleggers were captured.”

My dad, my granddad, my uncle
were all real people. I identified with
them. My family was a part of some-
thing good and courageous. I knew we
were on the right side. It helps when a
boy starts out on the right side. In
holding the gun, I knew I was holding
part of my heritage.

SALVATION IS PAYING
ATTENTION

For this reason we must pay
much closer attention to what we
have heard, lest we drift away from
it. For if the word spoken through
angels proved unalterable, and
every transgression and disobedi-
ence received a just recompense,
how shall we escape if we neglect so
great a salvation; After it was at the
first spoken through the Lord, it
was confirmed to us by those who
heard, God also bearing witness
with them, both by signs and
wonders and by various miracles
and by gifts of the Holy Spirit
according to His own will (Heb.
2:1-4 NAS).

“We must pay much closer atten-
tion.” Pay means cost. Attention
costs. Bicentennial celebrations cost.
Communication costs. Learning our

heritage costs. It costs time, energy,
money and careful study. But in the
long run, paying attention to the past
doesn’t cost nearly as much as neglect-
ing it.

How shall we escape if we
neglect so great a salvation? After it
was at the first spoken through the
Lord, it was confirmed to us by
those who heard, God also bearing
witness with them, both by signs
and wonders and by various mira-
cles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit

according to His own will (vv. 3-4,
NAS).

The writer of Hebrews reminds us
that God went out of His way to
confirm His word by supernatural
signs and gifts of the Holy Spirit. God
meant to mark the way of salvation
clearly. To ignore what others have
learned at great cost is to drift, with-
out compass and sextant, out on the
tides of anarchy. A bicentennial offers
us a great opportunity to get out our
spiritual sextants and take a reading on
where we have come from and where
we are going. Hopefully, there will be
a renewal of God’s grace toward us
and through us to each other. Perhaps
we can even erect a new landmark:
“Here America was reborn in 1976.”

Another installment is due on our
heritage. ‘¥

MONTHLY DAY OF PRAYER
AND FASTING

At the Chicago Church Summit
Conference in September, 1975, na-
tional Christian leaders representing
major streams of spiritual influence in
the United States came to a momen-
tous decision. They have established
the first Friday of every month as a
day of united prayer and fasting for
America. All Christians are urged to
join together in prayer and fasting on
the following Fridays in 1976 to
earnestly seek God’s direction and

help for our nation:
February 6  July 2
March 5 August 6
April 2 September 3
May 7 October 1
June 4 November §
December 3
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SUENION; & WV

This month’s answers by Derek Prince.

Does the “spirit” of

patriotism or national-

ism at times dilute or
conflict with the Holy Spirit's
activity in a country?

We should distinguish be-

tween ‘‘patriotism” and

““nationalism.” “National-
ism” is expressed in the familiar
slogan, “My country — right or
wrong!” If this is interpreted as
meaning that we must necessarily
endorse and support everything our
country does, it may well bring us into
conflict with Scripture and with the
Holy Spirit.

“Patriotism,” on the other hand,
may be interpreted as a commitment
to honor and serve our country and to
seek its highest good—even, if it may
be, at the expense of our own personal
interests. In this sense, patriotism is
very definitely a Christian virtue. In
Romans 13:1-5 Paul requires all Chris-
tians to submit to governmental
authority on all levels. In 1 Peter
2:13-17 Peter requires the same. In 1
Timothy 2:1-4 Paul declares that the
primary responsibility of Christians
meeting in regular assembly is to pray
“for kings and all that are in author-
ity.”

Yet, in Acts 5:29-42, Peter and his
fellow apostles permitted themselves
to be beaten rather than obey the
order of the Jewish leaders to stop
preaching about Jesus. Reliable tradi-
tion records that, for the same reason,
Paul was beheaded at the order of the
Emperor Nero. However, subsequent
history vindicated Paul’s statement in
1 Corinthians 1:25 that “‘the foolish-
ness of God is wiser than men; and the
weakness of God is stronger than
men.’’ Within three centuries the
Christian witness and preaching had

changed the whole character and
course of the Roman Empire.

Certain principles thus emerge: (1)
As Christians, we are required to
honor and support our country and its
government, except when this would
entail direct disobedience toward God
Himself. (2) If conscience and obedi-
ence to God require us to dissent from
the actions of our country’s govern-
ment, we must be prepared — like
Peter and Paul — to suffer the conse-
quences in a submissive spirit that
glorifies God. (3) By expressing our
dissent in such a case, and refusing our
obedience, we are actually serving the
highest interests of our country better
than we would by assenting to govern-
mental requirements that are morally
wrong or contrary to Scripture. (4) In
any event, we are required to pray
regularly for those in authority that
God will guide, direct, overrule and —
if need be — put down the wicked and
raise up the righteous (see Ps. 75:6-7).

In 1 and 2 Kings both Elijah and
Elisha were strong, uncompromising
men of God who challenged and

tebuked kings in the name of the

Lord. Both were at times escorted by
invisible spiritual hosts that protected
them and those with them (2 Ki.
2:11-12;6:17-18).

If the situation so requires, a man
serves his country better as a true
prophet, rebuking and challenging
wrong government, but surrounded by
heaven’s armies, than as a compro-
mising religionist, giving assent to
actions of government that are wrong,
unscriptural and detrimental to the
best interests of his country.

Is there anything

uniquely God-ordained

about democracy as a
system of government?

Before we turn to the Bible

for a divine pattern, it is

worth noting Plato’s views
on this subject. He recognized five
main forms of government. in descend-
ing order of goodness: first (and best),
monarchy — the rule of one good and
capable man: second, aristocracy — the
rule of a small company of good men;
third, democracy — the rule of the
whole people; fourth, oligarchy — the
rule of a small company of bad men;
fifth (and worst), tyranny — the rule
of one evil man. Democracy Plato
considered to be the weakest form of
government, either for good or for
evil.

In the Bible the ideal of government
is theocracy — a system in which God
Himself directly rules His people.
From the exodus from Egypt to the
time of the prophet Samuel, Israel was
a theocracy, with human leaders —
such as Moses or Joshua — responsible
to make known God’s governmental
requirements and to see that they were
carried out. In the days of Samuel,
however, Israel rejected this system of
theocracy and asked for a monarchy.
By doing this, they actually rejected
God Himself (1 Sam. 8:7).

Ultimately, when the kingdom of
Christ has been fully established,
theocracy and monarchy will be
blended together. Christ will rule as
the representative of God the Father,
but He will also be King in His own
right (see 1 Cor. 15:24-28). Monarchy
in this form will be *““absolute,” with
authority descending from Christ
downward, not “constitutional” — i.e.
regulated by democratic process (as in
contemporary Britain).

Meanwhile, however. our responsi-
bility as Christians is to build a
community in which the kingdom of
God, under the Lordship of Christ, is
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already an effective reality, even
before the visible setting up of Christ’s
kingdom over the whole earth. The
principles of God’s kingdom in the
midst of His people in the present age
are so ordered that they do not
depend upon any particular form of
human government. They can be, and
have been, applied equally well in a
monarchy or a democracy.

Whatever may be the form of
government under which God’s sover-
eignty and providence place us, Scrip-
ture requires us to honor and obey it
(with the limitations already indicated
in answer to question one above). In
my own case, when I took U.S.
citizenship, I pledged myself to uphold
the constitution of the United States
and this pledge I sincerely intend to
observe. Nevertheless, God’s “King-
dom™ — as the very name indicates —
is not a democracy, either as it is now
being established in and through the
Church, or as it will ultimately be
manifested in the reign of Christ over

the whole earth.
-
us in Psalm 122:6 to
“pray for the peace of
Jerusalem.” What specifically
should we pray for in this re-
gard?

The Bible commands

A\ There are two main reasons

\ R
why, as Christians, we
should pray for Jerusalem
and for Israel: (1) As Paul states in
Romans 15:27, all Gentile Christians
are “‘debtors” to Jerusalem and to
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Israel. It is from them that we have
received our entire spiritual inheri-
tance: the prophets, the apostles, the
Bible and the Savior Himself. Jesus
Himself summed this up by saying,
““Salvation is of the Jews” (John
4:22). The wisdom and justice of God
require that we acknowledge our debt
by seeking the good of those to whom
we are indebted. One main way to do
this is by praying for them.

(2) The end purpose of God is that
Jerusalem should become the center of
truth, peace and righteous government
for all nations (see, for example, Is.
2:1-3, Zech. 8:20-23; 14:8-11; 16-21).
Only in the peace of Jerusalem can the
whole earth find true and lasting
peace. Therefore to pray for the peace
of Jerusalem is an act of obedient and
intelligent cooperation with the re-
vealed purposes of God.

We may suggest three main ways to
pray for the peace of Jerusalem: (1)
we can pray that God will intervene in
the various situations that arise in the
Middle East in such a way as to work
out His plan of redemption for Jerusa-
lem and for Israel.

(2) We can exercise the authority
made available to us in Matthew
18:18-20 and “bind” the satanic spiri-
tual forces in the Middle East that
oppose God's purposes there. The
main such force is the “spirit of anti-
christ,” which expresses itself primar-
ily by denying that Jesus is the Christ
(Messiah) who has come in the flesh
(see 1 John 2:18-22; 4:3). Currently,
three of the strongest antichristian
forces on earth are centered in and

around Israel and Jerusalem. They are:
Islam (the religion of Mohammed);
atheistic communism; orthodox
Judaism. However, speaking of this
“spirit of antichrist,” the apostle John
says to us as Christians, “Ye are of
God. little children, and have over-
come them: because greater is he that
is in you [the Holy Spirit] than he
that is in the world [the spirit of anti-
christ]” (1 John 4:4). The power of
the Holy Spirit working through our
prayers can overcome the power of the
spirit of antichrist. There is no other
power on earth that can do this.
Therefore our prayers can be the
decisive factor in this situation.

(3) Ultimately, peace cannot come
to Jerusalem until Israel has repented
and acknowledged Jesus as Savior and
Messiah. Zechariah 12:10 reveals that
repentance can only come to Israel as
the Holy Spirit is poured out upon
them in grace and in supplication.
Therefore we need to pray for the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon
Jerusalem and upon Israel.

Once we have accepted these basic,
scriptural ways of praying for the
peace of Jerusalem, we can trust the
Holy Spirit to show us just how to
apply them in each specific situation
(see Romans 8:26-27). ¥

Each month New Wine receives
questions from our readers covering a
variety of topics and issues. If you
have questions for this feature, send
them to Questions and Answers, c/o
New Wine Magazine, P.O. Box 22888,
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33315.
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What is the Spirit saying to the churches of our
generation? This compact and timely book
opens with a systematic and scriptural look at
the issues of disciple-making, shepherding,
~ authority, submission, trans-local authority and
- tithing, and closes with a prophetic glimpse at
| God's purpose for the Church as it is unfolding
; in our generation.

The Sperit sy ing
b the churches of

NE NATION UNDER GOD

Rus Walton

g Mation Under God is a positive, construc-
work which exalts the Christian principles
t are the foundation — and the hope — of
mtion. It exposes false gods and strange
s that steer us into socialism as well as
ning such issues as education, inflation,

free enterprise, legalized abortion,
s lib and pacifism. Essential reading for
Christian in America who is concerned
what is happening to our nation — to our
, our institutions, our moral values and
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