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hem.

can a man break into the realm

God? In one form or another this
question seems to be one of the press-
ing concerns wherever I travel. We falk
about what God is doing — but living
in that divine presence is another
matter. Rather than embarking on a
heavy dissertation, I want to use a
beautiful illustration thought up by
the Author of the Word of God — the
Holy Spirit.

(28) Hast thou not known? hast
thou not heard, that the everlasting
God, the Lord, the Creator of the
ends of the earth, fainteth not,
neither is weary? there is no search-
ing of His understanding.

(29) He giveth power to the faint;
and to them that have no might he
increaseth strength.

(30) Even the youths shall faint
and be weary, and the young men
shall utterly fall:

(31) But they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like
eagles; they shall run, and not be
weary; and they shall walk and not
faint. (lsaiah 40:28—-31)

The Bible is an intensely practical
book. The Holy Spirit has ransacked
the universe for every conceivable
image, illustration, and parable to
impart the truth of the ways of God to
man. Daily activities, interpersonal
relationships, the things of nature, and
the parts of our bodies; things with
which we are intimately acquainted,
are captured by Him to describe some
aspect of the divine mystery.

THE EAGLE

This passage speaks of the eagle. As
the lion is the king of the beasts, so
the eagle is the king of birds. The Holy
Spirit has likened us and our God-ward
aspirations to the aspiration of being
like the eagle.

As 1 watched the eagles in the
Columbia Basin near Portland, I began
to understand why they have repre-
sented throughout time the God-ward
thrust of man: power — freedom —
beauty — the lord of his environment
through his ability to master the air.
They move in regal splendor, for they
are born as kings. As the eagle is born
with the divine right of kingship, so we
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come from the new birth with the
inherent potential of soaring into the
very presence of God, Himself. The
fact, however, that eagles are so
equipped, does not necessarily mean
that they will ever get off the ground.

Deuteronomy 32:11 has some inter-
esting information about eagles:

As an eagle stirs up its nest, hover-
ing over its young, spreading its
wings to catch them, bearing them
on its pinions.

All eagles begin as eaglets and
before these unseemly, squalling fledg-
lings take their place with royalty,
‘they must be trained in the ways of
the king of birds. This little verse is the
Flight Training Manuel of student
eagles and earthbound Christians.

Picture with me two little eaglets
snuggled cozily in a down-filled nest,
high on an eerie ledge on some remote
mountainside. (Christians often find
themselves born into equally precar-
ious circumstances.) Everything is just
wonderful; mother eagle sallies forth
daily and brings back choice tidbits for
those ravenous appetites. During the
cold, mountain nights she settles over
the nest and the eaglets snuggle
securely under those warm, soft wings
and look out at the stars not very far
away. They are newly born and
baptized in the Spirit. Hallelujah!! Life
is wonderful and being a Christian sure
makes life easy — no more problems!
God knew what He was doing when
He thought up this arrangement!

One day Mom begins to act very
strange. Rather than landing on the
nest she hovers momentarily, beating
the air with those great wings. As
Junior watches her, he thinks, “Mom
sure has powerful wings!” That is
exactly what Mrs. Eagle wants Junior
to know.
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Then she does something downright
crazy. She grabs a piece of the nest
and drops it over the side of the cliff.
Then she returns for another chunk,
and another, and another. The little
eaglets are beginning to think Mom has
lost her marbles! By now the frame-
work of the nest is pretty shaky and
that nice soft down that made Junior
feel so secure is at the bottom of the
canyon. Nest life is becoming a
standing-room-only situation on what
is left of their home,

Can you see what the mother eagle
is doing? She is preparing her young
for the first stage in eagle training.
After our Lord received the Holy
Spirit and the declaration of His holy
Sonship, the Scripture says that He
was led of the Spirit into the wilder-
ness to be tempted of the Devil. I have
written in the margin of my Bible at
this point, “Is this standard operating
procedure?” I believe that God’s
modus operandi is to begin to con-
front us as soon as possible with the
necessity of maturing into something
other than nest-bound believers.

Paul told the Corinthians that he
could not talk to them as mature men
because they were as babes. He did not
say they were babies, but that they
were like babies. When a baby slobbers

its pabulum down its little chin and
milk runs into its little ears, we all
laugh and think it is cute. But when a
twenty-one-year-old man slobbers his
food down his chin, then he is like a
baby and this is sickening. God does
not mind a Christian going through the
pabulum stage; it is a part of growing
up. But it is tragic in God’s eyes when
we never grow out of infancy.

Interestingly enough, the discom-
fort of our bewildered eaglets has been
deliberately caused by the one who
loves them most. How often when we
have a streak of trouble do we cry out,
“The Devil is attacking me!” Are you
positive it is the Devil? Maybe the One
who loves you most is stirring up your
nest.

Like many believers, the little eagles
conclude that standing on that windy
ledge is at least tolerable and they can

make the best of it. But dear old Mom
has more in mind than just a nest stir-
ring. She catches one of the little
fellows in her powerful beak and
nudges him toward the edge of the
ledge. The poor little guy wonders
what is happening now. His little heart
is beating faster and faster, and as he is
pushed closer to the edge he thinks,
“NO, it can’t be!” But it is!

With one final push he starts to
plummet toward the bottom of the
canyon — he is sure this is the end.
Then out of nowhere there is a swoosh
of Mom’s mighty wings and Junior is
heading for the safety of the ledge on
her powerful back, quite relieved. The
first time God kicks us out of the nest
and catches us before we hit bottom,
we gasp, “Oh, thank heaven! I was

sure God had let me down that time.”
Back on the ledge our would-be

king is just getting over being dizzy
when Mom starts pushing again. “Not
again,” he moans, as he starts his
second tumble. “What if Mom doesn’t
make it this time?” But she does.
Several trips later Junior begins to get
the feeling that Mom is trying to get a
point across. Between rides he sudden-
ly remembers Mom’s huge wings
hovering over the nest. He looks at his
own straggly wings and thinks, “I won-
der if . . . . If she does that again I'm
going to give mine a try!” Rest assured
he gets another chance. Mom will not
stop until Junior finds the gumption
to try his own wings.

Little eagles are gangly creatures,
wobbling shakily on untested wings.
But each desperate plunge brings a
little more mastery of his wings. One
day he spreads those wings and rather
than falling, he finds himself rising up
and up and up, riding the mighty air
currents far above his ledge home and
the nest that confined him. No longer
a fledgling begging for tidbits, he is
learning to become one of the eagles —
he will be a king.

Ministers and evangelists often make
becoming a Christian like being born
on a satin pillow with a cordon of
angels wafting us through life and
depositing us at the foot of the celes-
tial throne. Only after we are well set-
tled in our nest do we learn that God
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is more intent on the production of
character than the provision of our
comfort. We have made God our celes-
tial Santa Claus and if we do not get
everything we want we stomp saucy
little feet and open our mouths and
scream for the goodies. But because
He is our Father, and not Santa Claus,
He will box our saucy little ears and
tell us to “hush up.” He will not toler-
ate our spoiled ways, but will force us
into situations that will require us to
mature and learn to use the wings He
gave us. He wants us to become eagles.
God never built a nest you could walk
out of — they are all designed to fly
away from. Some Christians have been
over the cliff so many times that they
enjoy the ride and could care less
about learning to fly. They will never
get one inch higher than the nest
where they were born.

KINGS

The Bible land knew two types of
eagles: the Golden Eagle and the
Imperial Eagle. The Golden Eagle
speaks of us as partakers of the divine
nature and the Imperial Eagle speaks
of us as kings. In the Scripture, the
two go hand in hand.

Our divine right is to reign as
monarchs in our own lives! The cir-
cumstances which confound and
befuddle the world become launching
pads to new heights in God. Satan and
his henchmen become the snakes
which an eagle bisects with a slash of
his mighty talons or drops from dizzy
heights to be crushed on the rocks
below. This is our inheritance.

Some years ago I was managing a
campaign in Cleveland, Ohio. Upon
departing the city for a few days, I
told one of the committees, “Get a
plot of ground where we can pitch a
tent for about three thousand people
and we will take care of the expenses
later.”

When I got off the plane upon my
return, the chairman met me and said,
“We have a wonderful place for the
tent.”

“Wonderful,” I said. “How much
did you have to pay for the land?”

“Fifteen hundred dollars a day.”

“What!” I gasped. (Back in those
NEW WINE

days fifteen hundred dollars was like
fifteen thousand today.)

We had decided not to make a big
thing of money, so there was little we
could do but trust God. After the first
day and a half we were five thousand
dollars down — a rather awkward place
to be.

That afternoon I preached on
Romans 5:17: “We reign in life by one
Christ. . . .” As I finished I said,
“Now as you meet one another for the
next few days, address each other as
‘King so-and-so.” You may address me
as ‘King Baxter.” ”

That night I was handed an enve-
lope addressed to “King Baxter.” I
opened it and read a delightful note:
“Dear King Baxter, My wife and I have
a feeling that our fellow king has a
need. Out of our royal treasury we
wish you to accept the enclosed check
for $5,000.” I may not always have it,
but there is money in the royal family.

MOUNTING UP ON WINGS

The writer of Proverbs said that
among those mysteries of the universe
which were too hard to understand,
one was the “mystery of an eagle in
the air.” The symbolism of this pas-
sage is the Christian’s inexplicable
potential which is like the eagle’s, who
can fly higher than any other bird and
never wiggle a wing. What do I mean
by “wiggle a wing”?

Did you notice that the Psalmist
said that eagles “mount up,” and not
“flap up”? Eagles were not made to go
flapping about — they were created to
soar high and free, Eagles learn to fly
without struggling because they under-
stand the air currents. An eagle will
perch on a rock and wait, testing the
winds. When the right wind is blowing
he lifts into the air with a royal
scream, Herein is one of the eagle’s
secrets in being able to mount up —
waiting, Those that wait, says the
Scripture, will be the ones to mount
up. “They that wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength . . . .” This
is the key to public worship as well.
“The wind bloweth where it listeth,
and you hear the sound thereof, and
you know not from whence it comes

nor whither it goest, so is everyone
that is born of the Spirit.” A Christian
should fly without effort because he
understands the secret of the winds.

I was once in a public worship ser-
vice being led by a minister friend
who had every natural gift for leading
worship — voice, musical talent and
personality. The worship was good,
but it was not what the Spirit wanted.,
In the back of the auditorium a man
kept raising his hand as if he wanted
something quite urgent. Finally the
pastor acknowleged him, “Yes,
Brother.” The man started singing a
fine old chorus, “Glory and
Honor. . . .” All he wanted to do
was get a chance to ride an air current
that had been blowing on him for
some time. That meeting took off and
we rode that breeze of the Spirit all
evening, There is a breeze in every
meeting if we have the patience to
wait for it. If we do not, then we join
the crowd that says, “OK, let’s whip it
up, Come on, now. . . .” No thanks,
it is easier to soar than to flap!

HIGH FLIGHT

Something in an eagle demands he
fly higher than all the other birds. He
often flies well beyond the view of the
naked eye.

He rises past the crows on the tele-
phone wires who screech, “Cawwww,
Cawwww, stop and we’ll give you the
latest on the Sunday school superin-
tendent, Cawwww, Cawwww.”

But the eagle calls back, “I'm not
interested! I'm going up beyond the
clouds where I can look full into the
face of the sun.”

Even though an eagle flies high into
the blinding sun, he is equally adapted
to dark mountain valleys. He has two
sets of eyelids. With his earthly eyelids
he can see perfectly well at ground
level, or he can roll down his heavenly
ones and play in the glaring glory of
the sun.

Christians must know how to walk
on the earth as well as fly in the glory.
It is possible to become so spiritual
that we cannot see reality in our daily
lives. Never become so spiritual that
you will not provide for your family,
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love your wife, play ball with the kids
or take out the garbage.

“Take out the garbage! I'm a son of
God!” you may object.

Friend, with what dignity a son of
God can take out the garbage!

As the eagle mounts high above the
clouds, he sails those great air currents
into the very presence of God. You
I are not fashioned for the dirt and
pollution. We were not born to be
dirty crows on a telephone line. We are
appointed to the pure worship of God,
to climb into the rare atmosphere of
the Holy of Holies.

Some ask, “How far can 1 go,
Baxter?”

“Enoch walked with God and was
not because God took him.” That
eagle flew high! One day he flew so
high that God said, “Enoch, it is closer
for you to come on up than to go
back.”

How high? A wonderful man of my
congregation, whose job it is to care for
beautiful, prize-winning horses, drew
me aside after the service one morning.
He was a very timid and gentle man;
he spoke apologetically as he said,
“Pastor, one of the horses in my
charge is very sick and not expected to
live. Do you think. . .” his voice
trailed off before he finished.

“You wonder if I believe God can
heal your horse, don’t you?” I asked.

He admitted that that was what he
wanted to know. :

“Do you believe that He can?” 1
questioned.

“Yes, Pastor, [ do.” he answered.

I took his hands and together we
asked God to reach out and heal that
horse.

I am one of the few pastors that I
know who has a picture of a horse
hanging on his wall. People can tell
me, “I don’t believe that God heals
horses!” They can let their horses die
— God healed this one.

How high? George Mueller was once
told by a captain of a ship on which he
was a passenger that the ship could not
make New York on schedule because
of a dense fog that had set in. “We’ll
see about that,” said George Mueller.
As George Mueller prayed the fog
lifted and the boat hastened toward

his waiting appointment in New York.

People can say, “I don’t believe that
God lifts fogs!” They will stay in a
fog, but God lifts fogs for people that
have the faith to have fogs lifted.

God has made us eagles like Himself
and He wants us to fly! All the exper-
iences which we become so excited
about — our conversion, our baptism
in the Holy Spirit, the spiritual gifts —
are but a part of our introduction to
the supernatural life that demands us
to become God-like because we are
partakers of the divine nature.

The eagle is purposed for the high
places — Obadiah 4 states that it sets
its nest “among the stars.”” If we find
ourselves unhappy and frustrated, if
Christianity does not become what we
hoped, then it may be that we have
not comprehended God’s calling to
nest high. We are created to live in a
divine atmosphere, and we will die if
we dwell in a polluted world.

How high? My answer: How well do
you understand the air currents? How
thoroughly do you know the moving
of the Spirit of God? Perceiving the
Spirit of God is more than a subjective
feeling. It is minding the things of the
Spirit. It is right conduct, obedience to
the Word of God, knowing the will of
God and doing it. The Spirit and Word
are inseparable. If you do not allow
the Word of God to rule your life, but
allow sin into your life, then you can-
cel your ability to ride the air currents.
You have become a flapper. You may
shout louder and LOUDER, sing
harder and HARDER, pray longer-and
LONGER; but you will not rise an
inch, you are flapping your wings in
dead air.

NECESSITY OF FREEDOM

An eagle free in his natural habitat
is a very clean bird. If, however, he is
placed in captivity he becomes one of
the dirtiest birds in the world. In’ like
manner, a Christian who has become
captive and lost the freedom of the
Spirit of God, will become “a dirty
bird.” Do you know what the deepest
bondage is a Christian can fall into?
Allowing himself to digress into
religious forms which are not accord-

ing to the Word of God. Religious
bondage is not just ecclesiastical cere-
mony, it is most often that which was
once full of life but is now part of
“the way we do things.” It is God con-
fined to your system. “Stand fast in
the liberty with which Christ hath
made you free, and be not entangled
again in the yoke of bondage.” Paul
was speaking of the bondage of
religious form. The wine of the Spirit
is always new, and if we try to place it
in old wineskins, the skins will burst,
and both will be lost. In all the world
there is nothing more cruel and dead
than a bunch of religious people who
have lost the anointing.

What is there left after the anointing
departs? We are told in 2 Kings 6 that
in the seige of Samaria that all the
people had left to eat was asses’ heads
and doves’ dung. It is not very pretty
is it? This is God’s view of what
remains after His anointing is gone.
Asses’ heads typify human wisdom
without God, and doves’ dung is all
that is left after a dove flies away.

When you come into the presence
of God, you can rest assured that it
will not be because of your PhD, or
because you have memorized the New
Testament from Matthew to Revela-
tion. We come to live in the presence
of God by knowing the law of the
Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus. Under-
standing the movement of the winds is
the only way we will ever find the
altitude to dwell in the presence of
God. It makes no difference if you are
a Doctor of Philosophy, or a garbage
collector, you stand on equal footing
in God’s economy. Can you under-
stand what [ am saying? Otherwise
Christianity is reduced to a philosophi-
cal system that is likened to asses’
heads. It is merely human wisdom
without divine content. Twenty-eight
hundred times in Charles Darwin’s
Origin of the Species, he says, “Let us
assume.”” This is human wisdom with-
out divine content.

Doves’ dung represents what is left
after the Holy Spirit has departed. All
over the world and in every segment of
religious life we find edifices, remem-
brances, and practices that serve as
monuments to a time when the Holy
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Spirit brooded in divine presence, dis-
pensing His beautiful gifts. The Holy
Spirit was forced out — He was
unwanted because He threatened the
structure of ambitious ecclesiastics.
But when He was gone, the forms had
to be maintained for the people’s sake.
The Pharisees wanted to keep the
form, but not Jesus; He was too unpre-
dictable and disruptive.

Many of the rites and ceremonies in
the traditional church are what is left
of something that was once spontan-
eous and full of life.

Often when I am under a strong
anointing I will begin to chant my
message. Once in a service in Phoenix I
came under an unusual anointing and
began to chant. After the service a
young Greek Orthodox English Pro-
fessor from the University of Arizona
rushed up and began to greet and hug
me after the custom of a Middle
Easterner, saying, “My Brother, where
did you learn the Gregorian chant?”

“The what?” I asked.

“The Gregorian chant,” he insisted.
“I know priests who have studied it
for years trying to master it as well as
you have.”

A little bewildered and embarrassed
I had to admit that [ was not even sure
what the Gregorian chant was.

“Then where did it come from?” he
questioned.

“Oh, I think I can tell you that,” I
answered. What had once been done
quite naturally under the anointing of
the Spirit of God was now carried on
as part of a church rite, void of the
spontaneity of the Spirit. I do not
mean any of these things disrespect-
fully, but at one time when hands
were laid on heads for confirmation
and the words were uttered, “Receive
ye the Holy Ghost,” something
happened. Now, it often is empty
hands on empty heads. It is the
tragedy of doves’ dung. All we have
left is a memory of a beautiful bird.
The Christian must know the freedom
to ride the wind into the face of the
sun.

WHEN EAGLES DIE

Every eagle will have his down time.
NEW WINE

He may be sick or molting, but he
never panics. He finds a rock and sits
there letting the healing power of the
sun do its work. If you find a low
place in your life, do not start running
around trying to find God — for the
people will say to you, “Here is Christ,
there is Christ,” and it will bring frus-
tration. David said, “I waited patiently
on the Lord.” God often has a work to
do and all we are asked to do is Wait.
There will again come a time of
mounting up on wings, but the waiting:
must come first.

Every eagle knows when his time
for death has come. He finds a high
rock where he can watch the setting
sun and. settles down to wait, and then
dies watching the sun.

There is only one picture on my
study wall and it is that of my saintly,
maternal grandmother. As a very
young child Grandma took over much
of my rearing. My earliest memories
are that of toddling up to the pictur-
esque little picket fence in front of her
home on a Saturday morning looking
forward to all the delicious smelling
goodies that she took from the caver-
nous depths of her vast old-fashioned
oven. How I loved her.

Because of the religious confusion
that was in our home, I walked in
rebellion as a teenager, but Grandma
never let go of me. She was living in
our home by that time, and I can
remember well stumbling into the
house at three or four o’clock in the
morning and seeing her light shining
under the door. I could hear her sob-
bing, “Oh, God, oh God!” Even
though I usually felt like kicking the
door down, I knew that it meant
something.

The time came when God got me. I
had dissipated my life until I was a
moral, physical and spiritual wreck,
before He found me. Using what musi-
cal talent I had, I set out in the Lord’s
work and soon found myself in the
ministry.

Grandma ended up moving with us
to Vancouver where I had my first
important charge. She came to every
service and sat in the front row and
just smiled at me. (I don’t think she

ever heard a word I said.) She was
saying, “You answered, Lord, you
answered.” She was nearly eighty and
had the most beautiful white hair you
ever saw,

Every day for four hours, Grandma
would sit in her old rocker and rock
out an anthem of praise and suppli-
cation to God for me. Her prayers sus-
tained me in a way that I was to
realize only after she was gone.

Grandma always lived alone — she
was too independent to live with us.
One day when I was visiting her for a
meal she suddenly said, “I'm going
home.”

“Home?” 1 asked, “Home where?”’

“Im going home to be with the
Lord,” she replied like it was some-
thing quite ordinary.

“Oh, Grandma,” I objected, “don’t
do that!”

“Yes,” she insisted, as though she
and the Lord had talked it over and it
was all settled.

A little unsure of what to make of
it, I asked, “What are you going to
do?”

Quite positively she answered, “I
am giving notice on my room, I will go
back to the prairies to spend Christmas
with the children, and then I am going
home.”

That is exactly what she did. With
Christmas only three months away,
she went back to the prairies for the
holidays, wrote her Christmas cards
and put everything in order. When she
was ready she called all the children
together and did all the decent things
one does when one dies. She called for
the pastor and had him read her
favorite psalm (she was two verses
ahead of him by memory) and told

"everyone good-bye. When she had

attended to everything she turned her
face toward the sun and slipped into
the presence of God.

Grandma was an eagle. She died as
eagles die, looking into the sun. Some-
how I think this is how saints were
meant to step into eternity.

There is great reward in God for
those who will dare to be eagles and
learn to soar into what God purposed
us to be.'¥?



hese two words — flesh and

demons — represent live and
active enemies in the life of the
believer. We are all aware that the
Christian life is a warfare from start to
finish. Therefore, it is well to know
the facts, as well as the faces, that our
enemies present. How can we fight
intelligently and effectively until we
know the force we resist? How can we
choose weapons and plan strategy
when we are not certain of the foe? It
is vital that we distinguish between
these two adversaries.

First of all, let us acknowledge that
Satan is the source from which prob-
lems with both flesh and demons
emanate. He is the corrupter of the
flesh, being responsible for bringing
into a sinful state the perfect creation
of God. He is also the propagator of
demons. They work within the frame-
work of his order. There is a set limit
to the powers of Satan. Armed with
two basic weapons, deception and
accusation, he is most often successful
in his operation — except where and
when Jesus is in command!

LEGAL DECLARATION OR LIVING
DEMONSTRATION?

There is a difference between the
legal declarations of God and the
claiming, or living out of these declara-
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tions. On the one hand, we have the
forensic or legal transactions that have
been imparted to us by God through
Jesus Christ. On the other hand, there
is the experiential or entering into the
promises. This principle needs to be
thoroughly understood before we can
successfully move into Christian war-
fare. Consider these two examples.

In the Old Testament, God said to
Israel, “I have given you the land.”
This was a legal declaration. However,
the Israelites had to move in and
possess the land through actual
experience and warfare . . . step by
step. . . battle by battle. . . situa-
tion by situation. God had given the
promise, “I have given you everything
your feet shall tread upon.” But the
people had to pick up their feet and
move forward under their own propul-
sion. Through following God’s guid-
ance and obeying His commands, they
laid claim to the promise.

Moving into the New Testament, we
are promised a new life in Jesus Christ
through His life, death and resur-
rection. We have imparted righteous-
ness. But, as believers, we must live
out that righteousness step by step.
Many Christians live merely on the
legal statements that, “All that Christ
has purchased for me is mine!. . .
Jesus paid it all!” Both of these state-
ments are fact and yet many who

make this claim live defeated lives —
out of fellowship within the family
circle and with daily associates . . . as
well as carrying burdens in financial,
emotional and physical realms. What is
wrong? What they have been given
legally through their acceptance of
Christ as Saviour, has not been worked
out experientially in their lives.

Pictured below is the trend of living
many Christians experience. They are
subsisting on minimal provision. If
they had any less, they hardly would
have anything!

CHRISTIAN

(saved)

(unsaved)

This is definitely not the normal
Christian life — the one God wants and
intends for His children. He has
provided for so much more! Christ
purchased for us the joy and privilege
of walking and living in the Spirit. He
meant for us to overcome in both the
area of flesh and demons. We acknowl-
edge that the victory has already been
won by Christ, but recognize that it
must be claimed by individual
believers.

DECEMBER 1974




BOB MUMFORD

Outstanding Bible
teacher, in demand
around the world;
also author and
leader in the present
sweep of the spirit,

THE FLESH: SCRIPTURE SPEAKS

Listen as Paul deals with this prob-
lem in the lives of the Galatians
(5:16—26). Remember, he is writing
to born-again and Spirit-baptized
believers:

(16) This | say then, walk in the
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the
lust of the flesh.

(17) For the flesh wars against the
Spirit, and the Spirit wars against
the flesh: and these are contrary
one to the other: so that you are
unable to do the things that you
want to do.

(18) But if ye be led of the Spirit,
ye are not under the law.

(19) Now the works of the flesh
[Notice Paul does not give demons
the blame for the following condi-
tions. He knew, and he wants us to
know, that we can have a head full
of Bible truths and know all about
walking in the Spirit and yet we can
be walking in the flesh!] are these:
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness,

(20) Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred,
variance emulations, wrath, strife,
seditions, heresies,

(21) Envyings, murders, drunken-
ness, revellings, and such like: of
the which | tell you before, as |
have also told you in time past, that
they which do such things shall not
inherit the kingdom of God.

Do you see that knowing the right
way does not guarantee any kind of
walk in the Spirit? Do you see, too,
that we may have been blaming the
outworkings of the flesh on demons?
Many times we hear, “The devil made
me do it!” We need to make a distinc-
tion right here and see that God does
not permit us to lay the blame for
these on demon activity. He says to us,
“The works of the flesh are. . . .”

The first four sins mentioned are
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sexual sins. We are living in a day when
our “flesh” is fed sex morning, noon
and night. Little wonder that it thrives
so well!

Then along comes a beguiling
couple, ‘‘idolatry and witchraft.”
Interesting, isn’t it, that witchcraft
initially is not a demon. There is some-
thing inside us that is open to fleshly
curiosity in realms that do not belong
to us. Later we shall see how this
“something™ opens the door to enemy
occupation.

Next we have a list of evidences that
cut a little closer to home than the
above. They appear a bit more respect-
able but are just as despicable:
hatred . . . variance (literally, self-
willed and so stubborn as to cause
splits) . . .emulations (a strong form
of jealousy). . . wrath (a heightened
form of anger). . . strife. . .
seditions (undermining people’ and
situations) . . . heresies . . . envy-
o g el

Paul brings to a close this long
recording of the works of the flesh
with three more ugly outworkings:
murders, drunkenness, revellings.
Finally, for want of further detailing,
he just says, “and such like.” We
gather that his list is not complete!
For that matter, we might add self-
pity . . . gossip. . . criticism. . .
and others that fit our own parﬁcular
“works of the flesh.”

As a warning, he states: ‘
those who do such things shall not
inherit the kingdom of God.” Notice,
he does not say that these “shall not
go to heaven.” One can be “legally”
saved and yet walk in God’s minimum
provision, The riches available to us
are:
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(22) But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith,

(23) Meekness, temperance:
against such there is no law.

(25) If we live in the Spirit, let us
also walk in the Spirit.

What about verse 247 I want to give
you this in a literal translation found
in both Old and New Testaments,
“They that are ruled by King Jesus
have crucified the flesh with the affec-

tions and lusts thereof.”

Did you see even one mention, in all
of this exhortation, about demons? Is
it possible that we have been attrib-
uting to demon activity the things that
Paul tells us are works of the flesh? In
order to see this teaching is consistent
with his instructions to other first-
century churches, we turn to his
letters to the Thessalonians and the
Romans. These bear out our principle
of legal declaration and living demon-
stration.

For this is the will of God even
your sanctification, that ye should
abstain from fornication: That
every one of you should know how
to possess his vessel in sanctifi-
cation and honour (| Thessalonians
4:3-4)

What was Paul saying these believers
were doing? By implication, in asking
them to abstain, we can assume they
were engaged in moral breakdowns. He
is telling them they should have con-
trol over their own bodies. Remember
Paul’s listing fornication as one of the
“works of the flesh”? Weymouth’s
translation of the latter portion of
verse 4 is: “ . . . that everyone of you
should learn how to gain control over
your own body.” How is this possible?

As a teacher, Paul is both practical
and precise. In his letter to the
Romans, he delineates the process of
“reigning over” or “ruling” our bodies
and their desires.

For if by one man’s offence death
reigned by one: much more they
which receive abundance of grace
and of the gift of righteousness
shall reign in life (Romans 5:17).

Let not sin therefore reign in your
mortal body, that ye should obey it
in the lusts thereof. Neither yield
ye your members as instruments of
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield
yourselves unto God, as those that
are alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of
righteousness unto God. For sin
shall not have dominion over you:
for ye are not under law, but under
grace. What then? Shall we sin,
because we are not under the law,
but under grace? God forbid. Know
ye not, that to whom ye yield your-
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selves to obey, his servants ye are to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto
death, or of obedience unto righ-
teousness? (Romans 6:12—16).

Do you get the picture here of a
Christian “slave”? There is no intima-
tion whatever that if the Christian died
he would not go to heaven. It has
nothing to do with heaven. That is a
legal transaction already effected and
sealed . . . it is a gift to the believer.
But it is possible for a Christian to
become a slave to sins of the flesh.

When we face real problems and
situations in life, we need real answers!
If it is a sex problem . . . stealing. . .
anger . . . jealousy . . . fear — there
is a battle going on. If something
inside is eating at your vitals, you want
to know why and how this can be
resolved. You may say, “I rebuke you,
Devil!”’ but the devouring process con-
tinues.

The key word, as given by Paul, is
yield, From the very first and faintest
yield, the chains of slavery begin to
materialize. Each succeeding yielding
becomes another link and soon is
forged a binding that makes one a
“slave.” No matter what the form of
sin, we become a slave to that sin. We
may not like to hear this, but it is
basic Bible truth.

Solomon, noted for his wisdom, left
us some thoughts on yielding and
ruling in everyday living.

He that is slow to anger is better

than the mighty; and he that ruleth

his spirit than he that taketh a city
(Proverbs 16:32).

Solomon spoke from experience.
Hadn’t he been ruler over conquered
cities — and yet fallen prey to a spirit
out of control?

Two other “conquerers of cities,”
Alexander the Great and Nero, were
also slaves to their fleshly pursuits.
The former battled violence, anger and
lust — and at the height of his career
died with syphillis. The latter,
although a man of might on the out-
side, was driven within to homo-
sexuality and other debilitating sins.

This is a universal truth. It applies
to ministers. . . school teachers. . .
homemakers. . . psychiatrists — all
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are cut from the same cloth and sub-
ject to the same wear and tear. Knowl-
édge, training, experience — these are
not sufficient to meet the attacks of
the enemy. In fact, the greatest single
profession in the world today with the
highest number of suicides is psychi-
atry. And they are supposed to have
all the answers! A person can say,
“You’re not to react that way. . .
that is a Freudian complex.” An
exterior of calm assurance may be a
cover-up for an interior out of control.
Could this have been true of Solomon
as he said, “He that has no rule over
own spirit is like a city that is broken
down, and without walls” (Proverbs
25:28).

BROKEN WALLS . . . ENEMY
ENTRANCE!

We have established the fact that
the norm for the Christian life is to
learn to control one’s body and rule
over one’s spirit. This is what the Lord
has provided for and desires from us.
Then, why isn’t this an actuality in our
lives? Does the below diagram provide
some answers?

™
Cast

out?

MORAL WALLS

Do you see the moral walls of a
man’s life. . . the cause of battle
within . . . the break? Can you see
why deliverance, as a ministry, might
be rejected by some who consider it
ineffective? Does a proper under-
standing of Proverbs 25:28 offer help
in answering some questions?

Our first demon under discussion is
sexual perversion. It could just as
easily be labeled anger. . . steal-
ing. . . alcoholism . . .drugs. . .or
any of a dozen other evils that plague
Christians. They needn’t, but they do.
God has provided “the way,” but it is
a matter of individual choice — just as

it was with the Israelites in laying
claim to their portion of the Promised
Land.

Sex, as ordained by God from the
beginning is the beautiful outworking
of His provision for male and female —
“and they shall become one flesh.” In
Genesis chapter 2, we read of God’s
crowning creation, man and woman.
Jesus referred to this divine order
which God established, and Paul had
much to say about the sanctity of the
institution of marriage. It is man who
has brought about the perversion of
God’s perfect provision for his sexual
satisfactions.

Throughout nearly seventeen years
of counseling, I have seen men and
women driven to extremely demand-
ing situations. They may cry out. . .
pray . . . fast. . . seek to believe
God for relief. One may suggest deliv-
erance as the remedy. Even if deliv-
erance is experienced, can you see how
this may not be a permanent solution
to the problem? What about that
break in the wall? Is the demon aware
of re-entry possibilities? You can bet
your life he is! And we should be, too.

Let us ask ourselves. . . how did
that single break in the moral wall
occur? Remember the word Paul used
in Romans 6:12—16. . . yield. The
individual yielded — and the wall suf-
fered a break. It could start with being
introduced to immorality in the sexual
realm through a baby-sitter (parents,
care is needed here), or through porno-
graphic material on a local bookstand,
or any of a dozen other evil outlets
rampant in our society. After the
initial yielding, the second and third
follow, paced by Satan to the personal
weakness of the one in control of the
city. Here is how the city walls come
to look before too long.
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Taking another “plague,” let’s
watch the principle at work. The
command of God says, “Thou shalt
not steal.” Members of the early
church were told, “Him that stole, let
him steal no more.” At age thirteen,
stealing may begin at the local dime
store . . . then comes bigger loot —
boxing gloves, baseball equip-
ment . . . finally — a car! The walls
are breaking down and the fact now is
that the individual would steal if there
were no demon. He has become a
“stealer” by the works of the flesh —
yielding to evil desires as the oppor-
tunities come his way. In psychology,
this weakness is called “kleptomania.”
Whatever the label, it is stealing and
began by yielding to the desire to have
something that did not belong to him.
Demon activity may result, but casting
out the demon is not the complete
answer.

What is the relationship between the
works of the flesh and the demon
occupancy . . . the casting out and
the coming back to re-inhabit and to
haunt?

BULWARK OR BREAKDOWN?

We return to our key word, yield.
This small word denotes action, as well
as choice. In road signs, “yield”
demands “giving the right of way.”
Paul said we could either “yield our-
selves as instruments of unrighteous-
ness unto sin — or unto God . . . for
instruments unto righteousness.” The
first choice results in gradual, but cer-
tain, breakdown of the moral fiber of
the personality. This moral fiber forms
the bulwark so that neither the works
of the flesh nor demons can invade our
spiritual city.

We have used sexual sins and steal-
ing as examples — now we shall use
anger. This may be considered by
some as not as gross a sin as the other
two; but in the sight of God, anger —
uncalled-for and uncontrolled — is sin.
It follows the same principle we have
been examining and can result in a
series of steps that lead to murder!
Another diagram serves to picture this
progression,
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Work of the Flesh

We are going to build a hypothetical
case. Say that as a little boy I got
angry. Temper tantrums were my out-
let (Stage 1). Did you know temper
tantrums in a child serves to break
down the moral walls in his life?
Parents: are you listening? Galatians
5:20 included “‘wrath™ as a work of
the flesh. Wrath is temper tantrums
some decades removed from child-
hood.

Here I want to introduce another
important word — handle. As we yield
to a weakness, a handle begins to
form. Satan is quick to detect this
lever, knowing he can use it to maneu-
ver us into a place where the moral
wall is impaired . . . the first stone
crumbles. . . before long a hole
appears . surrounding stones
become affected . . . soon an entire
section of the wall falls.

Watch now the progress. If I enter-
tain anger . . . as Iyield. . .canyou
see the handle forming? I may try to
excuse myself — call it bad temper,
just a personality trait. I may not con-
sider my yieldings too important —
may pacify myself by saying I am not
as violent as some people [ know.

Then one day as I again “yield to
the works of the flesh,” an incident as
small as a faulty P.A. system in the
building where I am speaking may
trigger a spark (Stage 2). The spark
keeps smouldering and I go to the
parking lot to get into my car. There I
find someone has parked next to my
new automobile, leaving a beautiful
crease right down the fender. I
explode! (Stage 3). “What’s the matter
with these people. They’re supposed
to be Christians?”

What is happening? Anger on anger
— I am continuing to yield. When the

driver of the car shows up, I am wait-
ing for him with both barrels loaded.
His adverse response to my accusations
leads to a fist fight.

Following our diagram, I am at
about Stage 4 — and along comes a
special anointing born in hell — don’t
laugh, this happens — and I pick up a
jack-handle and strike out in blind
rage. Do you get the growth pattern —
irritation to blind rage! When I “come
to my senses” and the police officer
asks, “What happened here?”’ I blankly
say, “I don’t know.” What happened,
really? Demon activity came in at a
given point and drew the developing
work of the flesh into an area where I
never intended for it to go.

You may say, “My anger never gets
out of control.” Perhaps it hasn’t yet!
But have there been instances of anger
where murder has been in your
heart. . . and given the right situa-
tion. . . things could have developed
for which you would have to be eter-
nally sorry?

For the sake of clarity, I want to
present for a second time our stage by
stage procedure. We will leave blank
the particular area of operation, dis-
cuss a few possibilities, and leave each
reader to make application and/or sub-
stitution!

Demon
BEGINNING N‘m S

* Works of the flesh .| “"»_2

Remember what we said about sex
within God’s prescribed lines? But out-
side . . . that is yielding to the flesh.
Little attentions to someone else’s
wife/husband can be a beginning . . .
telephone calls on pretext of good
intentions. . . sending little pre-
sents. . . playing little games. . .
what is happening? Along comes a
copy of Playboy magazine — or a

13



torrid love scene on television. . .
explosion point may come anywhere
along the line. That is why you don’t
fool around with even the smallest
inclination in this direction. Suddenly
and unexpectedly you find yourself
involved in an extra-marital affair. You
never intended to go that far. . . but
once you give the devil a handle, he
delights in dragging you on out to the
end — forming conclusions which
cduse eternal loss!

What about witchcraft? It may
begin with reading your horoscope in
the daily newspaper. That’s not a
demon — but it is a handle. “Don’t
make any business transactions tomor-
row.” The next night you have a
dream. The following day you see a
““dream book™ at the newsstand.
Before you know it, you are in the
occult. A Ouija board now appears on
your agenda. Remember — fo whom
you yield, to him you are a servant.
Did Paul have his progression
grounded in reality or not?

Consider the ultimate cop-out —
suicide. It starts with feelings of self-
pity and travels along our same lines
and finally opens one to demon
activity. Before you realize it, there
stands a compelling suggestion that
you take your own life. . . life isn’t
worth living, anyhow. .. no one
really cares — explosion! And it is not
only unbelievers that explode!

HOW TO HANDLE THE HANDLE

How are we to gauge whether our
reactions to life situations are respon-
sible and mature, or if we are yielding
to works of the flesh? We are all
exposed to conditions under which we
may feel resentment. . . anger. . .
self-pity . . . possible sexual stimula-
tion. These are all a part of the world
in which we live.

We have seen that it is God’s will
that each of us should learn how to
gain control over his body (1 Thessa-
lonians 4:3—4), We have, also, looked
at the way God has ordained that we
go about this “learning” process
(Romans 6:12—16). Now what we
have to do is put into practice these
teachings. Not so easy, is it?
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Granted, it is easier to put down on
paper the “stages” of developing
inconsistencies than it is to evaluate
them in our own lives. Two guidelines
to help us to gain insight into our
actions and reactions are: (1) is my
response(s) compulsive? (2) is my
response(s) out of control?

I wish each of us could draw a chart
upon which we could set up a line of
demarcation and say, “Everything on
this side of the line is acceptable and
right — everything on the other side is
contributing to breakdown of the
moral walls of my city.” But, it isn’t
that simple. A review of some of our
conclusions to date may help.

(a) There is a difference between
the normal Christian life and the
average Christian life, God intends the
former — most of us experience the
latter. We need not continue in that
condition.

(b) There is a difference between
the works of the flesh and the works
of demons. The former can precipitate
the latter when continuing indulgence
is permitted.

(c¢) The works of the flesh form a
handle by which the devil manipulates
us into yielding to his pressures.
Demon activity can spring into evi-
dence at a given point along the way.

(d) Deliverance from demonic con-
trol will not avail permanent cure
when one’s moral walls are impaired —
even a small hole permits re-entry.

(e) Eliminate the handle! You may
counter with the question, “Isn’t there
any guideline I can count on before I
yield often enough to permit a handle
to form. . . to cause a break in my
moral walls. . . to reach the area of
compulsive and uncontrolled
behavior?”

Dx. and Rx.

I want to use two words from the
medical field to answer that question:
Dx. — Diagnosis, and Rx. — Prescrip-
tion. Flesh or Demon? Many people
never find out which because there has
never been a proper diagnosis.

DIAGNOSIS: Suppose someone
comes to me — “Bob, I think I have a
demon of envy. It pains me to see

others prosper, be successful or enjoy
life. Can you help me?” Where do I
begin? I probe into the foundation
upon which that life is operating. Do
you recall Paul asking some questions
of a group of men in Ephesus (Acts
19:1-6)?

And it came to pass that, while
Apollos was at Corinth, Paul,
having passed through the upper
coasts came to Ephesus: and find-
ing certain disciples [he begins his
diagnosis] , he said unto them, Have
ye received the Holy Ghost since ye
believed? And they said unto him,
We have not so much as heard
whether there be any Holy Ghost.
And he said unto them, Unto what
then were ye baptized. And they
said, Unto John's baptism. Then
said Paul, John verily baptized with
the baptism of repentance, saying
unto the people, that they should
believe on him which should come
after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.
And when Paul had laid his hands
upon them, the Holy Ghost came
on them: and they spake with
tongues and prophesied.

Just as Paul’s questions show the
importance of a proper foundation, so
we should check our foundation.
Works of the flesh can never be dealt
with until we have “come up to
ground level.” Here is pictured three
stones which should be firmly laid in
the life of every believer.

GROUND LEVEL

3. Holy Spirit
Baptism

2. Water Baptism

1. Faith in Jesus (Salvation)

Foundation Stones

First is faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ as the Son of God. Acceptance
of the finished work of Jesus opens
the doorway into the kingdom (John
8:24).

Second is valid New Testament
water baptism. This step puts a grave
between the old life and the new life
in Christ (Romans 6:4).

Third is baptism in the Holy Spirit,
An up-to-date, flowing experience in

{Continued on page 19)
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A problem
the church can
no longer keep

outside its walls.

by Bob Sutton

In a major denominational
magazine the pastor of a homo-
sexual congregation in San Francisco
states, “I’m a gay man, and a minister.
I expect to go home tonight to my gay
lover with whom I have lived for
thirteen years. Tomorrow I expect to
preach to my congregation and to
administer communion to them. And I
thank God that I feel quite good about
it all.”

The Gay Liberation Movement is
demanding that homosexuals have the
legal right to marry and adopt
children. Homosexual movies and slick
pornographic magazines are available
on newsstands showing homosexual
acts between both men and women.
Why the seeming explosion of open




homosexual activity in our society?

Over the past few decades society’s
view of homosexuality has changed
radically. Until recently homo-
sexuality was generally viewed as a
perversion and a sin of the grossest
sort against God and nature.

After the Enlightenment and the
beginning of modern science, man
began to try to find explanations for
himself and the world around him
through scientific investigation apart
from the Word of God. From this
intellectual climate came psychology
— the study of behavior. Unwilling to
accept a biblical concept of man’s
nature, psychologists sought to ascribe
unusual or deviant behavior to a cause
and effect pattern.

Carried to a logical conclusion,
homosexuality was no longer a sin, but
a behavioral pattern which was merely
different from the norm. It was caused
by a set of circumstances in the life of
the individual — parental problems or
a traumatic childhood, for instance;
more recently, the theory that it is
caused by genetic patterns within the
person.

Following the trends of modern
medicine and psychology, many
sections of the church have sought to
open their doors to practicing homo-
sexuals, not just as members, but as
part of the clergy.

On June 25, 1973, the United
Church of Christ ordained William
Johnson, a practicing homosexual, to
the ministry in their denomination.
Johnson says, “I am gay and I make
that affirmation with joy and pride.”
He is now the executive director of the
Council on Religion and the Homo-
sexual for his denomination; and he
states firmly that his position . . .is
rooted in the gospel of Christ.”

The July/August 1973 issue of
Trends Magazine, a publication of the
United Presbyterian Church for older
youth and adults, dealt extensively
with the issue of homosexuality and
featured the story of William Johnson.
What was the magazine trying to get
across to young Presbyterians? Homo-
sexuals should be accepted as indivi-
duals with a variant life style. It is
neither sick, sinful nor unnatural. On
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the contrary, homosexuality is
practiced by wholesome, normal
people. What should be the Christian’s
view of homosexuality among both
men and women?

A BIBLICAL UNDERSTANDING

Our society has become the victim
of subjective moral standards — or
doing what is “right” for you as you
see it. The crying need is for a clear,
objective, impartial standard — and
who better qualifies to set that
standard than man’s Creator. God’s
word in the Scripture offers us an
objective standard which is not
affected by time, current philosophy,
or popular opinions.

To understand the biblical position
of homosexuality, we need to examine
God’s design and purpose for sex.
Essentially there are three biblical
purposes for sex:

First: Sexual relationships were
designed by God to bring a man and a
woman into a physical/spiritual union.
God said of man, “He shall cleave unto
his wife; and they shall be one flesh”
(Genesis 2:24). Paul identified this
with the sex act in 1 Corinthians 6:16
where he says, “The one who joins
himself to [has sexual relations with]
a harlot is one body with her. For he
says [quoting Genesis 2:24] ‘the two
will become one flesh.” ” (NASV).
Sexual relationships cause the man and
the woman to enter into a union of
body and soul called “becoming one
flesh.”

The sexual union is only part of
“becoming one flesh,” but it is the
essence of the nature of man and
woman in that they were not created
complete without the other. After
God had made all creation and
pronounced it “good,” He looked at
man and said, “It is not good for man
to be alone.” Man, God’s own creation
was incomplete! So God made woman
to complete man. The Scripture says,
“male and female created he them.”
These two words speak of the sexual
identities of man and woman which is
more than just physical organs; it is a
part of the total emotional and mental
make-up of the person. It speaks of

maleness and femaleness.
Bob Mumford expresses it this way
in Living Happily Ever After:

God designed marriage to bring
to man and woman the ultimate in
blessings. In order for this to be
accomplished, God says in effect,
“When | made man, | only made a
half. Then when he meets his mate,
he meets the other half.” That
which is inadequate in itself must
have these “missing parts” supplied
if happiness is to result. (p. 18)

Sexual relationships are an expres-
sion of God’s design for the union and
mutual fulfillment of male and female.

Second: Sex and marriage is to be a
physical picture of the union between
Christ and the believer. Paul compares
the relationship of the husband and
wife to that of Christ and the church
in Ephesians, chapter 5. He says,
“Husbands ought also to love their
own wives as their own bodies. . .
just as Christ also does the church.”
He concludes by referring to our
original passage from Genesis, “And
the two [the man and woman] shall
become one flesh. This mystery is
great; but I am speaking with reference
to Christ and the church” (Ephesians
5:31-32 NASV). God designed
marriage to be a picture of His
relationship with us.

Third: God made sex for procrea-
tion. To the man and woman God said
simply, “Be fruitful, and multiply”
(Genesis 1:28).

Anyone ministering to homosexuals
to any degree has realized that it is a
bondage practically unequaled in the
spiritual world. The degree of bondage
will vary, usually depending on the
intensity and duration of homosexual
activity. In any case, the man or
woman who engages in homosexual
activity to any degree opens himself,
either actually or potentially, to one
of the deepest bondages in Satan’s
arsenal. History and Scripture give us
clues as to the seriousness and depth
of this bondage.

First, in God’s eyes homosexuality
is flatly called an abonimation. It was
an act that the Mosaic Law considered
punishable by death (Leviticus 20:13),
So closely does God guard proper.
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sexual identities that even the switch-
ing of articles of men’s and women’s
clothing was called “an abomination”
(Deuteronomy 22:5). Homosexuality
amounts to a mingling of God
ordained sexual identities innate in
male and female and is considered a per-
version or a twisting of divine order.

Secondly, history has shown that a
national acceptance of homosexuality
is a point at which divine judgment
usually falls upon a civilization. This
can be seen in the destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18 &
19); the perversion of the nations
which inhabited Canaan when Israel
was ordered to drive them out
completely (Leviticus 18:19-24 &
Numbers 33:51-53); and from the
historical records of Rome, Greece,
Egypt and other great civilizations
which have fallen under divine judg-
ment.

Thirdly, there is a quality in the
very nature of homosexuality that
links it with the perverted rebellion of
Satan and the demonic spirits. History
and experience show that demonic
forces, by their very nature, when left
to run unchecked will eventually lead
to perversion. Romans 1:18-32 pictures
vividly the nature of this rebellion
which ends in a perversion of divine
order. So strong does this power
become that those committing these
acts receive, “in their own persons the
due penalty of their error” (Romans
1:27 NASV). This is the personality
change that occurs when one
completely opens himself and gives
himself over to a life of homosexual
activity. The spiritual forces behind
homosexuality are of such magnitude
that they can completely change the
God-given sexual identities of men and
women. This personality change is
recognized in 1 Corinthians 6:9 where
Paul says that homosexuals and those
effeminate (or masculine) will not
inherit the kingdom of God. He
speaks, of course, of personality
changes because of sexual perversion.

SOME CURRENT THOUGHTS

Within the church there have risen
various lines of thought concerning
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homosexuality; mostly from the
influence of modern psychology and
the Gay Liberation Movement, that
could use some examination in light of
what we have just discussed from the
Scripture.

One of the most common state-
ments that is heard is: Homosexuality
is not wrong; it is only a different or
variant life style. Scripture only
recognizes one normal, healthy sexual
relationship — a heterosexual relation-
ship within the marriage context.
Homosexuality, it says very plainly, is
against nature (Romans 1:26—27);
there is nothing natural about it. Also,
if we apply this logic to homo-
sexuality, then we must also say that
adultery, fornication, incest, and a
host of other sins listed with homo-
sexuality are only “variant life styles”
and drop the offensive label of “sin.”

Another statement often heard is:
Homosexuality is a sickness or a
genetic deviation for which we must
have compassion and understanding.
First of all, Scripture never remotely
suggests that homosexuality is an
emotional sickness. If it were, then the
Scripture would have commanded that
we visit and comfort the homosexual
as we are to do for the sick, afflicted
and feeble-minded. Rather the Scrip-
ture flatly calls it sin and states that
the homosexual is responsible for his
actions. As far as a genetic defect goes,
the only genetic defect God recognizes
in regard to homosexuality is the
genetic defect within all of us that we
inherited from our father Adam, and
that is a nature that wants to sin.
Without question, Christians are to
be compassionate and understanding
when dealing with people’s problems.
There is a danger, however, in allowing
compassion to be shaped by humanism
rather than by the Holy Spirit. It is
possible to become more humane than
God! Critics of the Christian stand on
homosexuality have pointed out that
Jesus said to the woman taken in
adultery, “Neither do I condemn
you.” They forget that He added,
“. . . go and sin no more.” A Spirit-
filled Christian who lived for years in
bondage to homosexuality commented
to a Christian friend who had led him

to Christ, “What I needed most was a
shoulder to cry on; but I also needed
someone who would not tolerate my
ways and would tell me so.”

The charge is often leveled at
Christians that they discriminate
against homosexuals who desire to be
a part of their churches or fellowships.
To make this statement is to totally
misunderstand the nature of the
church. God has given us no right to
discriminate against the unregenerate;
they are all the same in His sight. Yet,
in the body of the church the
command is plain that we are to
discriminate and deal with those in the
church who will not live according to
the Word of God. Paul told the
Corinthian church that he had never
commanded them to stop associating
with the people of the world no
matter how bad they were, but he did
say:

| wrote to you not to associate
with a so-called brother if he should
be an immoral person. . . For
what have | to do with judging out-
siders? Do you not judge those who
are within the church? But those
who are outside God judges.
Remove the wicked man from
among yourselves (1 Corinthians
5:11—13 NASV).

The church should have open arms
for all who desire to repent and be
changed by the gospel. But the church
has the obligation to not allow those
in their midst who stubbornly refuse
to admit their sin and adhere to the
commands of God.

MINISTERING TO THE PROBLEM

What do you do if a homosexual
comes to your group and asks for
help? If you are a practicing homo-
sexual — or someone who has stopped
practicing but is still bound by the
desires — how can you be set free? For
too many years Christians have pasted
religious bandages over the mortal

_wounds of homosexuals with glib little

phrases like, “Jesus can set you free,”

.and “Just trust the Lord.” Then they

leave the homosexual to struggle alone
to find victory. If a homosexual is our
brother in Christ and desires to be free
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from his sin then we have an obliga-
tion to stand with him in his struggle.

There are no quick and easy cures
to the homosexual problem. The
problem is deeply ingrained and the
roots are often hidden and compli-
cated. To promise quick deliverance or
instant freedom is to build up false
hopes that can lead to failure and
discouragement. Though there are no
easy answers, there are several factors
which must be considered and dealt
with if eventual freedom is to be
obtained.

FACING SIN

One of the first and most important
bridges to be crossed is understanding
homosexual- desires and practices as
sin. When we speak of sicknesses,
genetic patterns, parental failures,
early influences, and so on, as the
reason for the problem, we are not
dealing with the root problem, which
is sin. The cruelest thing anyone can
do to a homosexual is tell him he is a
homosexual because of his parents, of
genes, etc. If it is the parents’ fault,
then there is no hope. If, however, it
can be seen as a sin problem, then
there is hope. Christ died to release us
from the penality and power of sin.

When a homosexual can come to
the place that he can admit honestly,
“l am a homosexual . . . I am respon-
sible for my life and actions. . . [

know it is a sin and I want help,” then-

— because of his honesty and humility,
the Holy Spirit is free to begin to
minister new life and strength to him.

Even in this area the watch word is
“tread lightly.” There are those who,
because of experiences over which
they had no control, e.g., a homo-
sexual rape or seduction before they
were morally or physically capable of
resisting, will have been trapped in this
type of life. In these areas we must
ever so gently allow the Holy Spirit to
minister the conviction of sin and the
need for repentance. Our legalism and
Pharisaism can easily compound an
alreadly massive feeling of rejection by
the “straight™ world.

At the point where a homosexual
wants to turn from his old life or
repent, there may be a need for the
ministry of deliverance from evil
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spirits, especially if the bondage is
long-standing and deeply rooted. Here
the help of other Christians is impor-
tant. After the repentance and denun-

_ciation of the sin of homosexuality,
the demonic spirit associated with it

may be commanded to leave the
person’s life in the name of Jesus.!

The possibility of demonic posses-
sion, however, can never be allowed to
foster a devil-made-me-do-it attitude.
The homosexual must realize that ke is
responsible for the presence of the
demonic spirit for two reasons: (1)
because the spirit was invited to enter
by participation in homosexual lust or
activity; and (2) because in Christ we
have the authority to command the
demonic spirit to-leave. To allow it to
stay is disobedience to God for which
we are responsible. Deliverance, how-
ever, should be preceded by true
repentance and a commitment of our
lives to the Lordship of Christ.

PATTERN FOR FREEDOM

Paul gives us a pattern of freedom
for those who have been in bondage to
sin. In 1 Corinthians 6:9—11, he lists
several types of people who, because
of sinful lives will not have an inheri-
tance in the kingdom of God — among
these are homosexuals. But along with
the fearful thought of having no
inheritance in the kingdom of God,
there is a wonderful statement of
hope. To those in the Corinthian
church who had been in bondage he
says, “And such were some of you.
But you were washed, but you were
sanctified, but you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and
in the Spirit of our God.” Five words
speak to us from this passage.

First, washing: The word speaks of
a cleansing of sin by the blood of Jesus
that cleanses our conscience and hearts
of the guilt of sin (1 John 1:7 and
Hebrews 10:19-22). This occurs
initially at salvation and must be
applied daily.

A second washing is in water
baptism. See Acts 22:16 and Romans
6:1—11. Water baptism, properly
understood, deals with the power of
sin in our lives and should be part of

the foundational experience of every
Christian.

The word justified speaks of our
legal standing before God on the basis
of the finished work of Christ on the
cross. Condemnation from himself and
from others is one of the greatest
battles for the homosexual. Once he
has repented he must stand in the
belief that God is standing with him
and for him, even if he fails again and
again (Romans 8:1; and 31-39).

The word sanctified is one of the
most important. Sanctification means
to consecrate or to set apart to God.
Sanctification is both a separating
from and a separating fo. If the
deliverance of a homosexual is ever to
become complete, there must first be a
complete separation from all the
habits and associations that filled his
life. Often a homosexual will continue
to associate with old friends under the
genuine concern of witnessing to
them. Even this should not be allowed.
The break must be complete! Friends
and places associated with the life . . .
clothes, literature, speech, expressive
habits, etc. . . . every wvehicle of
temptation must be removed. Without
this step, there will always be an
avenue of temptation open.

The separation fo involves a con-
secration to Christ and His will what-
ever the cost and whatever the sacri-
fice. Watchman Nee’s book, The
Normal Christian Life, (Chapter 6)
deals with being set apart and conse-
crated to God and should be read. As a
matter of fact, the entire book should
be read and reread as an aid in under-
standing the battle with the flesh.

The next area this passage opens up
is the Lordship of Christ. As Christians
we sometimes tend to say, “Just
follow Jesus” while we forget that
many people not only do not know
what we mean when we say that, they
would not be capable of doing it if
they did know. If we ever expect a
new or immature Christian to exper-
ience the fullness of the Lordship of
Christ, then we must be willing to be
the pastors and fathers to bring them
to that relationship.

One of the root problems of the
homosexual is often a life source that
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was tragically deficient in true author-
ity. A domineering, pushy mother and
a receding passive father — or in some
cases a seemingly opposite pattern in
an over-protective, coddling mother
and a harsh hyper-critical father — will
confuse the divine authority which
was established in the home. The loss
of the authority will not only produce
sexual role identity problems, but
leave a child spiritually uncovered and
vulnerable to malicious attack.

Establishing a healthy relationship
under the authority of a pastor or
elder through the leading of the Holy
Spirit will do a great deal fto
re-establish the needed divine author-
ity. Because of the commitment
involved in such a relationship there
will be someone to whom a homo-
sexual must be responsible for his
actions and at the same time he will
have someone to stand with him when
the going gets rough. In this type of
relationship under a qualified mature
leader he will be able to learn the
principle of serving within a relation-
ship which will help break the pride
and rebellion that fosters this type of
FLESH OR DEMONS (Cont. from pg. 14)
the power and renewal of the Holy
Spirit, with resulting joy and edifica-
tion through praying in tongues, forms
our third foundation (Acts 1:4,5).

This brings the believer to “ground
level” for daily operational warfare in
the Spirit. After the proper foundation
is laid, we build the walls of moral
integrity. These walls require perpetual
maintenance. Imperfect knowledge
and understanding about these basics,
may hamper our ability to diagnose
between works of the flesh and demon
activity.

PRESCRIPTION: Watch carefully
for any sign of a handle forming with
which Satan can get hold and maneu-
ver you into indulgences of the flesh.

A right knowledge and understand-
ing of the three foundational stones
provides solid ground for battle tactics
against the works of the flesh. They
will disappear as you take out the root
system and not allow for new enemy
plantings. The normal Christian life is
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sin, and it will turn his eyes from a life
style of self-gratification to serving
others.

The Holy Spirit is mentioned as part
of the instrument by which divine
grace is ministered and as with every
new Christian there should be a flow-
ing baptism in the Holy Spirit from
which strength and edification may be
derived.

In spite of the depth of this
bondage, there is hope. Many whom
we know personally testify of many
instances of full and complete freedom
for those who have desired to walk
free from this life style.

WHERE THE NEED IS

Through ignorance and lack of
compassion, the church, which was to
have been the bearer of salvation to
the sinner, has often done more to
frustrate and drive the homosexual
from Christ than to help him. For this
we have only ourselves to blame.

First we must understand the depth
of the problem. Homosexuality, by
virture of its very spiritual nature, is
tied up in a total life style that often

not getting delivered every few days
and then falling back into enemy terri-
tory. It is coming into a personal vic-
tory by learning the principle of the
“yields.”

Speaking of the principle of “yield-
ing,” I would recommend you read
and re-read the first six chapters of the
book, The Normal Christian Life, by
Watchman Nee. When you understand
what he is saying, you will learn to
recognize danger signals and deal with
them daily. This is clearly within the
realm of workability.

With strong city walls, free of break-
down, you can be certain that should
there be any demon activity, you will
soon hear a cry of distress, “Let me
out of here. I can’t stand it!” You see,
one thing a sex spirit must have is
unclean atmosphere to exist. One
thing a spirit of envy cannot stand is
satisfaction and contentment. A spirit
of anger is forced to the point of star-
vation by maintaining calmness, quiet-
ness and joy in the Lord.

Do you see that a demon of any

involves medical problems, failures and
inadequacies in social and family
relationships, self-pity, financial
pressures, marital problems, short-
comings in work or school and a host
of others. We must be prepared to
minister to and deal in each of these
areas,

Before we may stand as a minister
of Christ we must be willing to do as
He did: identify with the sinner. When
Ezekiel went to minister to a nation in
captivity he was required to sit “where
they sat” (Ezekiel 3:15). We, like
Jesus, must be willing to bear the sin
and burden of the homosexual.
Suppose the Lord were to say to us,
“Would you be willing to so commit
yourself to the deliverance of a homo-
sexual that you would ask him to live
in your home and partake of a healthy
family atmosphere? Are you dead
enough to your own self-pride to walk
unashamed with him in the love of
Christ?”” What would we answer? ¥

1 Recommended reading: Expelling

Demons by Derek Prince; A Manual
for Spiritual Warfare by Don Basham.

type will want to leave if you don’t
feed him anything? The only reason he
stays around is because you feed him
what he wants. If you deal with the
works of the flesh, get things cleaned
up, the demon will do one of two
things: (1) reveal himself and then he
can be cast out; (2) leave on his own
accord. Matthew 13:43 uses these
words: “. . . When the unclean spirit
is gone out of aman. . . .” You see,
demons do not always need to be cast
out, They will leave if you cut off the
supply of that which they have been
feeding on. Most demon activity will
just pick up and get out and go some-
where else where they can conduct
themselves as they want to when you
put up the “Private Property — No
Trespassing’ sign.

God has provided ways and means
to diagnose (Dx.) the difference
between these two enemies — works of
the flesh and demon activity. He has,
as well, provided a clear biblical
prescription (Rx.) for dealing with
both! w
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Going the “second mile” is
only possible after we have

gone .

D;rek Prince

HRS MILE

And whosoever shall compel thee
to go a mile, go with him twain
{(Matthew 5:41).

Jesus here depicts a situation in
which law, or social custom, gives a
man the right- to compel another to
walk a mile together with him.
Speaking to-His disciples, Jesus says in
effect: “If this should happen to you,
do not merely walk one mile with such
a man, walk two miles with him. Go
twice as far as he has a right to
demand of you.” We may say that the
first mile represents duty, the second
mile represents love. Love freely does
twice as much as duty can demand.

These words of Jesus have given rise
to the expression “going the second
mile.” However, they carry with them
a simple, logical implication which is
often overlooked. Many Christians
speak and act as though the exercise of
love automatically releases them from
normal personal and social duties. But
the truth is just the opposite. You can
only go the second mile after you have
gone the first. The expression of love
can only begin after the demands of
duty have first been met.

The same principle is expressed by
Paul in Romans 13:8, “Owe no man
any thing, but to love one another.”
Here again the order is important. The
negative requirement comes first:
“Owe no man anything.” This covers
all our legal and ethical obligations. We
must first fulfill all these, then we can
move on to the positive requirement
“to love one another.” Christian love
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is inconsistent with the failure to
fulfill our legal and ethical duties. We
might paraphrase this by saying:
Genuine love first makes sure that all
its debts are paid.

SLOPPY AGAPE

Many Christians have a wrong
concept of biblical love. Love of this
kind is not a sentimental attitude
expressed in religious cliches or
honey-sweet phrases. Someone has
characterized this unscriptural
counterfeit of love as “sloppy agape.”
The Apostle John warns us against
this: “Let us not love in word, neither
tongue; but in deed and in truth” (1
John 3:18). True, biblical love is
expressed primarily in acts, not in
words.

In the book of Ruth we find a
pointed contrast in the behavior of
Naomi’s two daughters-in-law: “And
they lifted up their voice, and wept
again: and Orpah kissed her mother in
law; but Ruth clave unto her” (Ruth
1:14). Orpah exhibited the outward
expression of love — a kiss; but Ruth
loved in deed — she stood by her
mother-in-law in her need. In my hour
of crisis I am not so much interested in
who will kiss me. I want to know who
will stand by me.

The book of Proverbs also has a
warning concerning this: ““‘Open
rebuke is better than secret love.
Faithful are the wounds of a friend;
but the kisses of an enemy are

deceitful’® (Proverbs 27:5-6).
Counterfeit love will flatter us with
sweet words when things are going
well, but betray us in the hour of
need. Genuine love will tell us the
truth and, if necessary, rebuke us,
although at the time it may actually
wound us. But love of this kind will
not betray us later.

It is not without significance -that
Judas actually betrayed Jesus to his
enemies by a kiss. Jesus Himself
commented on this: “Judas, betrayest
thou the Son of man with a kiss?”
(Luke 22:48). The outward expression
of love, without the corresponding
actions, is betrayal.

In Ephesians 4:15 Paul describes the
only way that we can grow to
Christian maturity: “But speaking the
truth in love [we] may grow up into
him [Christ] in all things.” Any love
that does not speak the truth is a
counterfeit. Any fellowship of lasting
value must be based on mutual
honesty.

“If we walk in the light, as he is in
the light, we have fellowship one with
another . . .”” (1John 1:7). True
fellowship is possible only in the light.
We cannot have fellowship in the dark.
The Apostle John makes two simple,
but profound statements about the
nature of God: “God is light” (1 John
1:5); and ““God is love” (1John
4:8,16). God’s love can never be
separated from God’s light. God’s love
does not operate in the dark.
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LOVE “COVERS,” NOT
“COVERS UP”

The Apostle Peter tells us that
““charity (love) shall cover the
multitude of sins” (I Peter 4:8). Here
again, there is much misunderstanding
among Christians. Peter says *“‘cover,”
but he does not say “cover up.” Peter
is not talking about the custom
prevalent in many Christian groups of
sweeping sin under the rug, and then
pretending that it never happened and
everything is all right. Christian love
covers sin in the same way that God
covers sin. First, sin must be brought
out into the light. It must be
acknowledged, confessed, repented of.
If necessary, restitution must be made.
Only after that can sin be covered with
true, biblical forgiveness.

From time to time we are brought
into contact with Christian groups
who have only one theme — “love.”
Experience has convinced me that in
such groups there is either doctrinal
error or unconfessed sin — or both.
“Love” is used as a “cover-up.” If sin
is the problem, it is usually found in
the lives of the leaders of the group. If
we begin to get below the surface and
lay bare the problem, we are
immediately headed off with the
accusation, “Now, brother, you’re not
being loving!” Let it be emphasized
once again: True, biblical love is
expressed primarily in acts, not in
words.

Let us return to the parable of the
first and second mile — the
relationship between love and duty.
We have seen that true love begins
only after we have fulfilled our legal
and ethical obligations. Conversely,
love that does not fulfill these
obligations is a counterfeit. There are
innumerable ways in which this
principle applies to daily Christian
living. In what follows I will briefly
point out some of the most common
inconsistencies that I myself have
observed among Christians.

THE FOREIGN MISSIONS IDOL

At one time I was associated with a
church that was extremely proud of its
““foreign missions program.” The

22

congregation was fairly small, but it
had a disproportionately large
commitment for foreign missions. A
preacher who specialized in the
promotion of missions was invited to
conduct a two-week’s campaign with
the understanding that his honorarium
would be ten percent of all offerings
that were pledged for missions. In the
course of two weeks, over $50,000
was pledged. Some of these pledges
came in very tardily; others never
came in at all. However, the preacher
had no reason to complain about his
honorarium of over $5,000 for two
weeks’ ministry!

At the time that these pledges were
being paid to foreign missions, the
church was grievously in arrears with
its own local obligations — its
telephone bill, fuel bill, etc. Eventually
I challenged the congregation about
this way of doing things. “If we say
that we are offering all this money to
missions, we are deceiving ourselves,” I
told them. “The people from whom
this money really comes are our
creditors. We are taking the money
due our creditors to support missions.
But that is dishonest and unfair. Our
creditors may be Catholics and the
missions we are supporting are
Protestant. We have no right to take
money belonging to our creditors to
support something they themselves
may not even approve of.”

In reality, in that particular
situation, ‘“foreign missions” was the
church “idol.” The members sacrificed
to their idol, while blatantly failing to
fulfill their own obligations at home.
Sometimes it is much easier to be
occupied with a “foreign field” than
to demonstrate the validity of our
faith among our neighbors. “The eyes
of a fool are in the ends of the earth”
(Proverbs 17.24).

ALCOHOLICS OR CHARISMATICS?

At one time I found myself in the
position of being landlord over a
number of houses adjacent to each
other. In one of these houses I had as
tenants a couple who made no profes-
sion of being Christians and who were,

in fact, alcoholics. They paid their rent
regularly and kept the property in
good condition. During their tenancy a
lady in one of the adjacent houses was
suddenly bereaved of her husband.
The first person to show practical
sympathy was the alcoholic lady. She
came over the next morning with a
check for $200.

In due course this alcoholic couple
moved out and new tenants moved in
— a family who was active in
charismatic circles. This family made
quite extensive purchases for
themselves, but rarely paid their rent
on time. They so failed to care for
their children and the property that
some of the neighbors complained to
me and threatened to take the matter
to the city authorities.

One day I found myself reflecting
over this situation. Suppose I myself
were not a Christian, and someone
were to ask me: Which kind of tenants
do you prefer, alcoholics or
charismatics? There would be no
doubt about my answer: Give me
alcoholics any day!

“JUST TO GET THE WORD OUT,
BROTHER”

At one period in my ministry some
fellow Christians duplicated and sold
large numbers of tapes of messages
that I had preached. This was done
without information being given to
me, or permission requested from me.
After a while I realized that there must
be a very substantial margin of profit
involved. I began to request some kind
of accounting and to suggest that some
royalty could reasonably be offered to
me. I was met with protestations of
love and the assurance that the whole
thing was being done ‘“‘just to get the
Word out, Brother!” But I received no
accounts and no royalty.

Later, the very people who were
profiting from my ministry accused
me of being ‘‘mercenary” in my
motives. Worse still, they did not make
this accusation to my face, but
circulated it behind my back. I ask
myself: Can God really be sutisfied
that His Word is distributed on this
basis?
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EFFICIENCY IS CHRISTIAN

In 2 Peter 1:5-7 we are given a list
of seven stages of spiritual
development that should follow our
initial faith in Christ. To “faith” we
are exhorted to add the following:
virtue, knowledge, temperance,
patience, godliness, brotherly
kindness, charity (love). This brings us
back to the parable of the first and
second mile. “Love” must be built on
a foundation of orderly spiritual
development. Where this foundation is
not laid, true Christian love can never
come into operation.

The first thing we must add to
“faith” is “virtue.” This latter word
could be translated “excellence” or
“efficiency.” How few Christians seem
to realize that efficiency is a necessary
Christian virtue! On the other hand,
the Bible has not one good word to
say about laziness or foolishness. In
fact, both are more severely
condemned, and more deadly in their
consequences than drunkenness.

For five years in East Africa I was in
charge of a college for training
teachers for African schools. During
their training many of our students
came to know Christ, and were also
baptized in the Holy Spirit. I
. discovered that once they had become
Christians, they expected me to show
them special favor — to be less
exacting in my judgment of their
written tests or their practical
teaching. I had to explain to them that
it was just the other way round.

“Now that you are a Christian,” I
would say, ‘‘you have all sorts of
resources that you did not have
before. You have God’s peace in your
heart, and the power of prayer and of
the Holy Spirit to call upon. If you
could pass your tests or succeed in
your teaching without these resources,
you should be twice as successful now
that you are a Christian. I do not
expect less of you, but more. And God
does the same!” ;

The same principle applies in every
field of activity in which a Christian
serves and earns his living. A Christian
may serve as a teacher, a doctor, a
nurse, a waitress, a technician, a
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janitor. No matter what the field, a
Christian should always excel in his
service. He should be more faithful,
more reliable, more efficient than the
non-Christian.

I have observed that the Lord never
calls a person out of failure in a secular
job or profession into “full time”
spiritual ministry. A person must
always prove himseif in his secular
employment before God will ever
commit enlarged spiritual
responsibility to him. Faithfulness
begins in the small and the secular;
then it is more fully worked out in the
great and the spiritual. Jesus very
firmly establishes this principle in
Luke 16:10-11:

He that is faithful in that which is

least is faithful also in much: and

he that is unjust in the least is
unjust also in much. If therefore ye

[religious people] have not been

faithful in the unrighteous

mammon [your secular and
material obligations], who will
commit to your trust the true
riches [enlarged spiritual ministry] ?

FAMILY OBLIGATIONS
COME FIRST

In 1 Timothy chapter 5 Paul deals
systematically with the obligations of
Christians toward the members of
their own families. In this connection
he says, ‘“But if any provide not for his
own, and specially for those of his
own house, he hath denied the faith,
and is worse than an infidel
[unbeliever] ” (1 Timothy 5:8).

In each family the primary
obligation for provision normally rests
upon the father. This includes much
more than the mere provisions of
food, clothing and money. In
Ephesians 5:25-28 Paul compares the
relationship between Christ and the
church to that between husband and
wife. As Christ sanctifies the church
with the pure water of the Word, so
the husband is responsible to minister
the cleansing, sanctifying truth of
God’s Word to his wife and children.
The father should be the source of
spiritual truth to his family.

In Ephesians 6:4 Paul places the

responsibility for the spiritual
education of the children directly
upon the fathers: “And ye fathers,
provoke not your children to wrath:
but bring them up in the nurture and
admonition [education] of the Lord.”

We may sum this up by saying that
in every home the father has two
God-given ministries from which he
cannot abdicate: he is both prophet
and priest to his family. As prophet,
he represents God to his family; as
priest, he represents his family to God.
The faithful discharge of these duties
demands a certain minimum amount
of time devoted to the family.

Among the many men who fail to
devote sufficient time to these family
obligations, professional ministers are
probably the most common offenders.
This applies both to resident and to
itinerant minjstries. The resident
pastor is frequently so taken up with
board meetings, committees and
church-centered functions that he
hardly has any time at home with his
family. The itinerant minister traverses
the world like a knight errant for
Christ, but leaves behind him at home
a wife and children torn apart by
frustration, bitterness and rebellion —
caused primarily by his neglect of
them. I always remember a comment
once made by a young person whose
parents had served many years as
missionaries in Africa: “Our parents
sure loved the Africans, but they
didn’t love us!”

The verdict of Scripture on a parent
who fails in these primary obligations
is that “he has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever.” Does a man
who is ‘‘worse than an unbeliever”
have any business preaching the
Gospel?

Writing to (charismatic) Christians
at Corinth, Paul says: ‘‘Examine
yourselves whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves” (2 Corinthians
13:5). Many of us need to heed this
warning today. Before we use religious
cliches about “going the second mile,”
let us make sure that we have really
“gone the first mile.”” Before we make
a large display of love, let us make sure
that all our debts have been paid. ¥
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/VINTTERS
WHERE YOU GET T

by Charles Simpson

il

Seeking guidance apart from God has always been expensive beyond calculation

Either man is the chance happen-
ing of incidental and accidental
forces, or he is the premeditated prod-
uct of God’s eternal purpose. If we
believe that man is created, it is foolish
to neglect the Creator’s counsel. It is
also foolish to seek counsel from other
sources than those designated by Him.
“Advice is cheap’; so is guidance.
But the cost of following cheap advice
or guidance may be expensive beyond
calculation. Correct counsel will lead
to righteousness, joy and peace. Psalm
1 plainly declares, “Blessed is the man
who does not walk in the counsel of
the wicked. . . But his delight is in
the law of the Lord, and in His law he
meditates day and night. And he will
be like a tree firmly planted by
streams of water, which yields its fruit
in its season, and its leaf does not
wither; and in whatever he does he
prospers. . . .”

GUIDANCE: YOUR MOTIVE
MATTERS

Isn’t it enough just to ask God for
guidance or are there some conditions
that must be met before He will guide?

One day I was praying (me, a sound,
orthodox, fundamental Baptist
preacher of the Gospel truth), “Lord I
want to preach the fruth. . . You
know I don’t want to be in error. Help
me to preach the truth — the whole
truth!”
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Slowly, this question began to form
in my mind, “Why do you want to
preach the truth? Do you want to
preach the truth because you want the
people to know the truth? Or, do you
want to preach the truth so that
people will think, ‘HE really. knows
the truth!”” I began to realize that my
motive mattered to God. My motive
would determine what I did with the
truth and how I communicated it.

“Lord,” I prayed on one occasion,
“send revival to our land. We need
revival.”

“Do you really want revival?” the
question came.

“Lord, I want revival more than
anything!”

“Then, Charles, you wouldn’t mind
if I use some other group as the instru-
ment to bring it.”

“Oh, Lord . . . you wouldn’t!”

Our motive matters. Do we want
revival no matter who is used or do we
want to be known as the ones who
brought it.

There are basically two motives for
seeking guidance. One is self-
preservation, the other is self-sacrifice,
Self-preservation involves trying to get
God to bless your plan, help you out
of a jam, or imposing your will on a
situation (in Jesus’ name, of course).
This is a common motive for prayer
because self-preservation is a basic
human instinct. The error and danger
of this motive is subtle. God does help

us in a time of trouble and He does
promise prosperity, but don’t overlook
the fine print: ““And we know that all
things work together for good to them
that love God and who are called
according to his purpose” (Romans
8:28). Real prosperity must be linked
to the will of God. The most danger-
ous thing that could happen would be
for God to prosper one who is moving
out of His will toward destruction.
“There is a way which seemeth right
unto a man, but the end thereof are
the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12).

Real repentance is not just turning
from our bad habits; it is turning from
the practice of running our own lives.
We do not merely have a problem. We
are the problem. Repentance is turning
self over to God — future and all.

In ancient days, kings ruled by
“divine right.” It was commonly
believed that God established them
and he who resisted the king resisted
God. Therefore, kings were the legisla-
tive, executive and judicial power.
They made and enforced the law.
There was no voting on the matter.
Later, parliaments or legal assemblies
were formed to balance sovereign
authority. In governments where kings
still remain, they are usually “constitu-
tional monarchs.” That is, the parlia-

ment makes the laws and the king
gives his approval. Modern kings are

usually mere “figureheads.”

DECEMBER 1974




Many of us want Jesus to be that
kind of king, a constitutional mon-
arch. We make the rules and He blesses
our decisions — a figurehead king.
Naturally, all of our decisions will
preserve and prosper ourselves since
“the Kingdom™ exists for our benefit.
This is dangerous thinking because it is
a delusion. We cannot relate to God on
that basis. In fact, God is sovereign in
His kingdom. He still “works all things
after the counsel of His will”
(Ephesians 1:11 NAS). There is no
voting and the kingdom exists for His
honor and glory. His subjects are con-
vinced, by experience, that He knows
best. They know that given the oppor-
tunity His purpose will ultimately be
more fulfilling than their own.

There is, however, a basic require-
ment to knowing the will of God and
being led in it: One must be willing to
sacrifice himself. . . and what may
seem to be best in his own eyes (Luke
14:25—35). This is what the apostle is
saying when he says, “I urge you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies a living
and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual [or rational]
service of worship. And do not be con-
formed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind,
that you may prove what the will of
God is. . . .” (Romans 12:1,2 NAS).
Before knowing the will of God one
must eliminate the clamor of self-
preservation; that spells “self-sacri-
fice.” Lay it down. Then, God can be
heard without prejudiced motive.

The big question now is, why do we
want to know the guidance of God? Is
it to further our own ends, or decorate
our own plans with a religious facade?
Is is to fulfill our success drive, or is it
to find our place in God’s eternal pur-
pose? Your motive will make all the
difference as you approach Him who
searches the heart.

Isaiah 58 is a vital chapter to every
child of God. In it we see a very
religious people who were not heard
when they prayed — though they did
all the right things (vs. 1-5). I
discovered in this chapter, that one
could do the right things (i.e. study,
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pray, give, fast, etc.) for the wrong
reasons. Religion can be a means to
feed one’s ego, ““to win points with
God” or “to out debate those of other
persuasions.” When one does all these
things but continues to oppress his
family, neglect the needy, or fails to
be compassionate, he reveals a motive
of self-preservation. If, on the other
hand, his motive is selfless, God
guarantees, “I will guide you contin-
ually” (Isaiah 58:11). In other words,
God says, “If you are burdened for
others, I’ll take care of your burdens.”

The key to receiving guidance from
the Lord is not a superabundance of
religious activity, knowledge or vocab-
ulary, but a willingness to lose one’s
life in Christ’s purpose — redemption.
“In all your ways acknowledge His
Lordship and He will direct your
path” (Proverbs 3:6).

GUIDANCE: WHY WE NEED IT

Briefly, two solid reasons can be
cited for seeking God’s guidance: We
do not know ourselves; God does.
“The heart is more deceitful than all
else and is desperately sick [or
wicked] ; Who can understand it? I the
Lord search the heart” (Jeremiah
17:9,10 NAS). It is naive to be self-
reliant in the face of this fact. We only
discover ourselves in the eternal pur-
pose of God. God says to Jeremiah,
“Before I formed you in the wml'rlb I
knew you” (1:4 NAS). David declares,
“For thou didst form my inward parts;
Thou didst weave me in my mother’s
womb . . . My frame was not hidden
from thee, when I was made in
secret . . . Thine eyes have seen my
unformed substance; and in thy book
they were all written” (Psalm
139:13—-16 NAS). God knows best

where we fit in His eternal plan. Only

He can lead us into that place of
purposefulness.

There is another vital reason for
seeking God’s guidance: We do not
know the future; God does. Jesus said,
“When the Spirit is come . . . He will
show you what is to come” (John
16:13). If the Spirit can show us, then
He must know.

“Known unto God are all his works
from the beginning . . .” (Acts 16:18
KIV). “Who hath wrought and done
it, calling the generations from the
beginning? . . .” (Isaiah 41:4 KJV).
“Ask me about the things to come
concerning my sons. .. .” (Isaiah
45:11 NAS). In order to endure,
present investment must consider the
future.

We are in the midst of international
realignment. Monetary and political
systems are in a state of fluctuation.
More new nations have emerged in our
generation than any other. Enemies
have become friends and vice versa.
Fortunes have been caught in the
crunch. False investment of one’s
resources, abilities or ambitions means
disaster. The Scriptures speak of an
international, political and economical
collapse at some future date. But one
cannot back away from the swirling
sociological streams and simply play
it safe. We have a commission out
there. We need guidance!

GUIDANCE: THE SIGNIFICANCE
IN ASKING FOR IT

“For the husband is the head of the
wife, as Christ also is the head of the
church” (Ephesians 5:23 NAS).

One of the chief functions of the
head is to guide the body. With its
senses, intelligence and nerve control
the head directs the body. Christ is the
head of the church. This statement
declares Christ’s ministry of guiding
and directing the church. Wherever
one receives his guidance, there is also
his (or her) headship. This is a most
significant principle. The right to guide
belongs to the head. A sincere request
for guidance is an admission of head-
ship.

Then God spoke all these words,

saying, “| am the Lord your God,

who brought you out of the land of

Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

You shall have no other gods before

Me. You shall not make for

yourself an idol, or any likeness of

what is in heaven above or on the

earth beneath or in the water under
the earth. You shall not worship
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them or serve them; for |, the Lord
your God, am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers
on the children, on the third and
the fourth generations of those who
hate Me, but showing loving-
kindness to thousands, to those
who love Me and keep My

commandments” (Exodus 20:1—6
NAS).

“I, the Lord your God, am a jealous

God.” Jealous of what? Jealous of
Israel. Israel was His purchased posses-
sion, brought out of slavery. God had
established His eternal covenant with
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses.
Israel was to Him as a wife (Jeremiah
3, Hosea 2). They were His people. He
had the right to guide. His warning was
in essence, “idolatry gives way to
adultery” (relating to another head).
Generations later, Israel ignored the
warning of God and erected idols in
the groves and on the hills (Jeremiah
3:6—10).

Guidance by any spirit other than
the Holy Spirit is a relationship that
God calls spiritual harlotry. God views
it as a husband would view his wife
having an affair with another man.
Israel drew near to God with their
lips . . . but their hearts were else-
where. For this cause, God divorced
Israel (the northern ten tribes).

When you enter the land which the
Lord your God gives you, you shall
not learn to imitate the detestable
things of those nations. There shall
not be found among you anyone
who makes his son or his daughter
pass through the fire, one who uses
divination, one who practices
witchcraft, or one who interprets
omens, or a sorcerer, or one who
casts a spell, or a medium, or a
spiritist, or one who calls up the
dead. For whoever does these
things is detestable to the Lord; and
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because of these detestable things
the Lord your God will drive them
out before you. You shall be blame-
less before the Lord your God
(Deuteronomy 18:9—13 NAS).

When Israel was facing the new
land, God took time to soberly remind
them that He was their head. They
were not to be seduced by diviners,
astrologers, communers with the dead,
witches, etc. He took pains to cata-
logue the sort of things He meant. He
spelled out His hatred for such
practices. Not only did such activity
steal His beloved’s affection and
detour from His glorious eternal pur-
pose, but these delusions led back into
slavery from which they had so
recently been delivered. One has but
to visit countries where these spiritual
adultries are practiced to see the
bondage brought about by them.

FALSE GUIDANCE:
THE FALL OF A NATION

Can God give territories to whom-
ever He wills? Is the earth the Lord’s
and the fullness thereof? Yes, indeed!
Did God give Israel the land or did
they steal it? If He did not give them
the land, then they did steal it. One or
the other is true. The Scriptures
declare that God, the rightful owner,
gave the land to Israel (Genesis 17):
Was God unjust in driving out the
former inhabitants or was there a valid
reason?

“For those nations which you shall
dispossess, listen to those who practice
witcheraft and to diviners, but as for
you, the Lord your God has not
allowed you to do so” (Deuteronomy
18:14 NAS). God’s reason for dispos-
sessing the nations was witchcraft,
divination and false guidance. They
were spiritual harlots involved with
seducing spirits. Such guidance had led
them into permissiveness and
immorality, even to the literal practice
of adultery in worship. Does the
principle still prevail or did God only
so deal with that generation? “But evil
men and impostors will proceed from
bad to worse, deceiving and being
deceived. You, however, continue in

the things which you have learned and
become convinced of, knowing from:
whom you have learned them” (2
Timothy 3:13,14 NAS).

“Tell us, when will these things be,
and what will be the sign of your
coming, and the end of the age?. . .
And Jesus answered and said unto
them, ‘See to it that no one misleads
you. . .." " (Matthew 24:3,4 NAS).

The Spanish came to these shores
for gold but the land was not given to
them; the French came for trade, but
the land was not given to them; the
pilgrims came seeking freedom to wor-
ship the Lord God, and they inherited
the land.

“Brother Charles,” a school teacher
was looking at me through tears, “it
was not long ago that the Bible was
read each morning over our school
intercom. Now the astrology chart is
read each day.”

“We are transferring our daughter to
another school,” a mother said to me
recently.

“Why?” I asked.

“The first grade teacher is a witch!”

*“A witch? You mean you don’t like
her?”

“No, I mean, she is an avowed,
practicing witch. She has said so
publicly.” I caught my breath.

Most major newspapers carry “astro
guides,” etc. It is safe to say that more
professing Christians read the
astrological projections for guidance
than read the Word of God.,

If God doesn’t deal with America,
He will have to apologize to the
American Indians, the Amorites,
Amalakites, Jebusites and others who
have been dispossessed according to
Deuteronomy 18:14. America’s most
serious problem is spiritual adultery,
The blessings of proper guidance, and
cursings of false guidance are cata-
logued in Deuteronomy 28. The
pronouncements of the Lord have
been sustained repeatedly by history.

When men are guided by other gods,
here are some of the results: (1) Cities
and countryside will be cursed;
(2) National confusion — the inability
to accomplish objectives; (3) Pesti-
lence and disease; (4) Long droughts
followed by torrential eroding rains;
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(5) Inability to defeat enemies;
(6) Hemorrhoids and skin diseases
become prevelant; (7) Increase of
insanity and mental disorders;
(8) Criminal oppression and “shake
down” rackets from which there is no
judicial reprieve; (9) Unfaithfulness of
wives. Women become vulnerable to
seduction as men turn from God;
(10) A foreign people will eat agricul-
tural products (results are scarcity and
high prices).

GUIDANCE: HOW GOD SPEAKS
TO HIS PEOPLE

The Lord your God will raise up for
you a prophet like me from among
you, from your countrymen, you
shall listen to him. This is according
to all that you asked of the Lord
your God in Horeb on the -day of
the assembly, saying, “Let me not
hear again the voice of the Lord my
God, let me not see this great fire
any more, lest | die.”” And the Lord
said to me, “They have spoken
well. | will raise up a prophet from
among their countrymen like you,
and | will put My words in his
mouth, and he shall speak to them
all that | command him. And it
shall come about that whoever will
not listen to My words which he
shall speak in My name, | Myself
will require it of him"’
(Deuteronomy 18:15—19 NAS).

While the Lord had explicably for-
bade certain means of seeking
guidance, He reiterated His chosen
way of guiding His people. “I will raise
up a prophet from among their
countrymen.” The subsequent history
of the Old Testament is a parade of
men of God, chosen from among Israel
to deliver the word of God to His
people, When Israel harkened, she
prospered. When Israel rejected, she
declined.

John the Baptist was accepted as a
prophet in Israel; so was Jesus
(Matthew 21:11,26,46). John was
called “more than a prophet” by
Jesus. Jesus, Himself, was “The
Prophet.”” A prophet essentially is one
who speaks for God. “The voice of
one crying in the wilderness” (Isaiah
40:3). He is God’s spokesman.

Jesus endorsed the ministry of
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prophets and exhorted his disciples to
receive true prophets (Matthew
10:41). The ministry of prophets con-
tinued in the New Testament church.
Agabus was called a prophet (Acts
11:27,28) as was Judas and Silas (Acts
15:32). The church at Antioch had
prophets as did the church at Corinth
(Acts 13; 1 Corinthians 14:29) and
probably all the other New Testament
churches. The ministry of prophet was
one of the five given to the church for
its maturation (Ephesians 4:11). The
context indicates that the ministry of
propheét, like the others, will be with
the church until it has come to full
stature.

It should be stated that the office of
prophet and the ministry of those in
the assembly who from time to time
prophesy, is not synonymous. The
office is a man raised up by God from
among the people. In Ephesians 4:11,
the man is a gift of Christ to His body
(as are Apostles, Evangelists, Pastors
and Teachers). These are the gifts of
Christ’s ministry to His body. In 1
Corinthians 12:8—10 another word for
gift is used. These are the gifts of the
Holy Spirit in the body. One of these
gifts is prophecy. Every believer is
exhorted to covet that gift and at the
proper time may exercise it. The exer-
cising of that gift is to be judged by
the prophets and the assembly (1
Corinthians 14:29, 1 Thessalonians
5:20,21). So there is the office of
prophet. He is raised up by the Lord
and given to the church to speak for
the Lord. Then there is the Holy Spirit
gift of prophecy that is set in the
church and is available to the whole
body. These ministries tend to bring a
balance to each other. Both are
designed to operate in the context of
the assembly — the church. They are
not private possessions (I Corinthians
12:18).

While Israel had one tribe set aside
as priests (Levi), the church is a king-
dom of priests (1 Peter 2:9). This
means that we all have access to the
throne through the redemptive work
of Christ Jesus (Hebrews 4:16). The
Holy Spirit indwells us all (Romans
8:9). The possibility that we may all

prophesy (1 Corinthians 14:31,39) is
not only exciting but enlightening. We
can all receive direct guidance as well
as indirect guidance through the office
ministries of Apostle, Prophet,
Shepherd and Teacher. It is when both
means of guidance agree, that we are
assured of our leading. Neither the
subjective leading of the Spirit, nor the
office ministries were designed to
stand alone in guiding the New Testa-
ment saint. There is plenty of scripture
exhorting us to seek both.

GUIDANCE: THE SERIOUSNESS OF
MISREPRESENTATION

In Deuteronomy 18 the Lord has
warned Israel not to refuse the
ministry of a prophet. A solemn
responsibility has been placed upon
Israel. Our enemy, Satan, would like
nothing better than to use the
sincerity of God’s people to his advan-
tage.

Satan might well have said, “If they
will not go after spiritism to be
beguiled, I'll raise up false prophets.
The false prophet will either lead them
astray or cause them to be disgusted
with the office of a prophet so that
they reject all prophets.”

His plan has worked too often.
Then there is often the sincere but
misdirected person who has a carnal
zeal to prophesy. His words are often
true, but of no effect. There is no
“amen” in the inner man when his
message is delivered. He ran to bring a
message but wasn’t sent by the Lord.

God, foreseeing that the office of
prophet would have lots of “job appli-
cations” and would be popular with
some wrongly inspired, said, “But the
prophet who shall speak a word pre-
sumptuously in My name which I have
not commanded him to speak or
which he shall speak in the name of
other gods, that prophet shall die”
(Deuteronomy 18:20 NAS). This is a
solemn warning, It was fulfilled in
Jeremiah 28. Why is God so severe
with false prophecy? Because the
prophet is a link between God and His
people. God Himself has ordained the
office and God has declared His readi-
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ness to protect that ministry. We can
all be grateful for the mercy of God
and His willingness to forbear our
ignorance. He is gracious to take into
account our motives. The further we
develop, the more seriously we will
treat means of guidance.

False prophecy generally (not
always) has three common traits. It
flatters the hearer; it exhalts the giver,
or serves to establish him as an oracle;
and it fails to come to pass as stated.

GUIDANCE:
HOW SHALL WE KNOW?

And you may say in your heart,
“How shall we know the word which
the Lord has not spoken?” When a
prophet speaks in the name of the
Lord, if the thing does not come
about or come true, that is the thing
which the Lord has not spoken. The
prophet has spoken it presump-
tuously; you shall not be afraid of

from Dan even to Beersheba knew
that Samuel was confirmed as a
prophet of the Lord. And the Lord
appeared again at Shiloh, because
the Lord revealed Himself to Samuel
at Shiloh by the word of the Lord (I
Samuel 3:16—21 NAS).

Samuel was known to be a prophet
because his word came to pass. He was
known by the people where he minis-
tered, Thisisagood pattern.

Jeremiah 23 is one of the best
chapters on true and false prophets.
One of the outstanding attributes of a
man sent from God is his message will
bring repentance and holiness te God’s
people (vs. 22). God’s word is like a
hammer (authority), like fire (purify-
ing), and comes to pass. According to 1
John 4, the Holy Spirit exalts Jesus,
agrees with the written Word, ministers
God’s love, and will bear witness with
the anointing within us (1 John
2:20,27).

PROCESS OF GUIDANCE

Awarness of | Repentance from Word of the Lord comes Necassity of Action
need for Self-management to us by: Confirmation by: with the backing
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him (Deuteronomy 18:21,22 NAS)

In this passage the Lord gives a sure
way to judge a prophet. Does it happen
the way he said it would? This implies
that before you accept this ministry
you should have had opportunity to
judge it.

Then Eli called Samuel and said,
“Samuel, my son.” And he said,
“Here | am.” And he said, “What is
the word that He spoke to you?
Please do not hide it from me. May
God do so to you, and more also, if
you hide anything from me of all the
words that He spoke to you.” So
Samuel told him everything and hid
nothing from him. And he said, “It is
the Lord; let Him do what seems
good to Him.” Thus Samuel grew
and the Lord was with him and let
none of his words fail. And all Israel

My family and [ have often thanked
God for His guidance and lamented
when we missed. Many instances come
to mind. In 1964, Ken Sumrall received
the baptism in the Holy Spirit and
shared with Ralph Branham (a minister
friend) and myself. We too, received
and the three of us would often pray
together.

One late night, Ken, Ralph and I were
at Ralph’s church in prayer. As we
prayed, we paced the floor seeking after
the Lord. Ken and I were walking side
by side, heads bowed, worshipping,
when we heard Ralph say, “Thus saith
the Lord, as you are now walking
together in prayer, so shall you walk
around the world together and preach
the gospel . . .”

At that time I had scarcely preached

out of the county. My first reaction was
private. “Lord, you’ll have to forgive
Ralph. He gets carried away when he
gets in prayer. He exaggerates.” We
praised the Lord and continued in
prayer. Years passed and we forgot the
prophecy . Ken’s church grew and so did
ours. Four years later in 1968, Derek
Prince and I were in a meeting together.
He suggested that I go to New Zealand.
Already the Lord had been speaking to
me about Southeast Asia and that area
of the world. Just after Derek spoke to
me in August 1968, the phone rang:
“Praise the Lord, Brother Charles!”

“Is that you, Costa?” It was Costa
Deir, a close friend and man of God. He
was visiting the city. “Can you come to
see us while you are here?”’

“No, I'm just passing through. I
called to tell you that I believe you
should go to New Zealand. If it is of
God, He’ll confirm it!”

In the next few days, an invitation
from New Zealand came. Then came
finances. Confirm it — the Lord did!

I planned not only to go to New
Zealand, but Israel, India and Indonesia
as well. Not wanting to go alone, I
wondered whom the Lord would have
to go with me.

“Why, I’ll invite Ken Sumrall,” 1
thought. “We would enjoy ministry
together.” After prayer with his people,
he replied that he would go.

Soon the day came. We met in
Birmingham, Alabama to fly on to New
York. As we sat on the plane awaiting
the exciting journey, Ken said,
“Charles, do you remember that night
we were praying in Ralph’s
church . . .” In a flash, I remembered
that prophecy four years earlier that I
had forgotten: “You shall walk around
the world together and preach the
gospel . . .”

God performs His own word. True
guidance is a piece of God’s eternal
purpose placed in the human heart; it is
not given in vain. False guidance may
seem to bring momentary dividends,
but it does not take into account the
eternal plan of God. It’s a bad invest-
ment. Guidance is vital. It matters
where you get it.

Saviour, like a shepherd lead us... ¥
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Although there are millions of

Spirit-baptized Christians in
America today, relatively few of them
seem to feel they are consistently led
by the Holy Spirit. Practically every-
where I minister Christians will ask:
“Reverend Basham, I love the Lord
and I want to serve Him faithfully. But
how can [ know what He wants me to
do or where He wants me to go? If I
feel led to do a certain thing, how can
I be sure it’s God and not just my own
desire or even the devil?”

Even mature Christians at times mis-
take their own desires for the will of
God and all of us at times have been
duped by Satan into foolish decisions
and hasty actions. But in this article it
is not so much our desire to deal with
the carnal nature or the wiles of Satan
as to offer valid counsel for the
myriads of Christians frozen in
inactivity for fear of “missing God.” 1
believe the major cause of the problem
is that we often seek a form of
guidance which God does not nor-
mally provide.

NEW WINE

by Don Basham

To answer the question, “How can I
be sure it’s God?” let’s examine a por-
tion of Scripture in Acts chapters 15
and 16 which records one of the
missionary journeys of Paul. In the
process we will be illustrating three
major principles involved in receiving
and following guidance. Here they are:

(1) All progress in the Christian life
is by faith.

(2) Guidance comes when we move
in faith, not while we sit in doubt.

(3) God has a goal for every
endeavor we undertake for Him.

1. All Progress In The Christian
Life Is By Faith. The question, “How
can I be sure it’s God?” often reveals a
lack of understanding of how God
deals with us. There is a basic contra-
diction between “being sure” and
“having faith.”” Certainty requires no
faith, and the Christian life is based on
faith.

Hebrews 11:6 says, “But without
faith it is impossible to please Him; for
he who cometh to God must believe
that He is and that He is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek Him.”
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This means that while God will
guide us, normally His guidance will
not be so explicit or detailed as to pre-
clude the need for exercising faith in
following it. So God guides by impres-
sions, by thoughts dropped into the
midst of our own thoughts, by nudges
and by circumstances, not by thunder-
ing in our ears or striking us with
heavenly lightning. As I understand
the Spirit-led life, it basically consists
of receiving impressions from God,
then in faith acting on those impres-
sions as if they are from God; trusting
that as we move, God moves with us. I
believe the scripture passage we will
examine clearly illustrates this truth.

But before we get into the scripture
let’s recognize we often have difficulty
relating properly to biblical events
since we tend to regard biblical
characters as “larger than life.” We
view them through two thousand years
of stained-glass history. We call them

“saint” John and “saint” Paul. We've
named our cities, our churches and our
children after them. We’ve gazed in
awe at the works of master artists who
portrayed them with haloes over their
heads and inwardly we’ve thought,
“God’s dealings with those men must
have been unique.”

But if we are to understand God’s
guidance, we must correct that dis-
torted view. The apostles were
ordinary people like us. They endured
the same temptations and struggled
against the same rebellious natures.
They were saved by the grace of Jesus
Christ just as we are, and were
empowered and led by the same Holy
Spirit who wants to empower and lead
us. Perhaps the first verses in our scrip-
ture passage may help us get rid of
those haloes.

Aets 15:36—41: Chapter 15 of Acts
begins with the Jerusalem conference
which met to decide whether Gentile
Christians were required to keep the
law. When the apostles and elders
agreed on certain restrictions Gentiles
should observe so as not to offend
Jewish Christians, Paul proposed a
return visit to the churches he and
Barnabas had established to deliver the
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decision of the council and see how
the churches were getting along.
Barnabas wanted to take along John
Mark who had deserted them on a
previous journey but Paul refused. A
bitter, angry dispute was the result.
“And the contention was so sharp
between them that they departed
asunder one from the other” (15:39).

The Antioch Missionary Society
promptly blew apart! Church fights
are not a twentieth-century invention.
Paul and Barnabas, spiritual giants of
their own time, practically came to
blows! So much for haloes.

After the explosion with Barnabas,
Paul chose Silas, another apostle, and
Timothy to accompany him and they
started out. Note that up to this point
there’s nothing “superspiritual” about
their trip. No voice of God thundering,
no vast revelation of God’s master
plan. Paul simply said, “Let’s go visit
the churches,” and he, Silas and
Timothy moved out. Now comes the
second principle.

2. Guidance Comes When We Move
In Faith, Not When We Sit In Doubt.
Acts 16:4—9: Almost as soon as the
journey got underway, the men ran
into trouble with their itinerary. “Now
when they had gone throughout
Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and
were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to
preach the word in Asia. . . .”

What’s this? Apparently the men
had headed in the wrong direction and
the Holy Ghost slammed the door in
their faces. Dare we say it? They made
a mistake: they missed their guidance!

How God revealed their mistake
doesn’t matter. Maybe they missed a
boat or perhaps someone sprained an
ankle. The facts are, they tried to go
where the Lord didn’t want them to
go and God stopped them. So they
tried again. “After they were come
down to Mysia, they assayed
(attempted) to go into Bithynia, but
the Spirit suffered them not. . . .”

Dare we say it again? They missed
their guidance again! A second door
was slammed in their faces. Again, it
doesn’t matter how God stopped
them, but stop them He did!

Now a most intriguing and hum-

bling picture begins to emerge. Saint
Paul, renowned missionary and apostle
extraordinaire, who had met Jesus face
to face on the road to Damascus and
later received revelations from the
third heaven too sacred to share; this
Spirit-filled, gift-endowed number one
leader of the early church we find, on
this occasion, reduced to getting his
guidance by ricocheting off closed
doors slammed in his face by the Holy
Ghost!

Not very spiritual, you say? Not
very supernatural? Right! But it is
nevertheless a valid form of guidance.
Actually, this should encourage rather
than disturb us. It’s as if God is saying,
“Don’t be afraid to move out. Don’t
be afraid of closed doors!” I believe
this story is in the Bible to comfort
and encourage people like you and me.
Paul and Silas weren’t daunted by the
closed doors, they just sought God
more earnestly.