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SECULAR AUTHORITY

| praise God for the lesson revealed
through Brother Don Basham’s article,
*Secular Government and the Christian,” in
the July/August issue. I'm in South Dakota
State Penitentiary for -drug-related crime,
All my life | have stayed away from those in
authority, usually so they wouldn't know
that | wasn't submitting to them. | had no
real training from my parents on these
matters, and | have always resented anyone
telling me what to do.

I've known for a long time that "there are
no authorities but from God, and the
authorities that be are ordained of God" —
even the public defender who didn’t really
defend me, the probation officer whom I
thought turned in an unjust report on me,
and the judge who gave me a higher sen-
tence than the others.

There is no way to tell you how hard it is
to accept something like that on this side of
those bars. You can read it in the Bible and
say, yes, that’s true, but to accept it to the
point of living it — that's something else!

Now | am learning these things in my
heart and spirit by actual experience, |
praise God that through you, His tool, |
have learned such an important lesson.

Your brother, Ron

Re: ‘‘Secular Government and the
Christian.” Submission is clearly a divine
principle and | receive it willingly. But at
what cost liberty? Should Christians in Nazi
Germany have submitted to Hitler’s author-
ity? Were Lenin and Stalin ordained of
God? Am | a rebel if | choose to go to jail as
an alternative to fighting in what | believe to
be an unjust and immoral war?

The fact of the matter is that all rulers are
not a terror to good works. Quite the
contrary (nor, if we look closely, does this
contradict scripture). | may be wrong, but |
do not think you covered the full ground.
To what extent does your argument repre-
sent the full counsel of God? What would
you say if the governing authorities of your
nation were in the process of Kkilling
thousands of individuals or putting them
into forced labor camps?

| agree with the main thrust of your
article which is that Christians should
submit to the secular authorities, but there
are rulers that call good, evil, and evil, good.
What is to be our attitude toward them?
Shouldn’t the Christian resist a known evil?

In spite of the fact that our lives have
been divinely transformed, Christians, too,
must address themselves to complex ethical
problems like this. Anything less is mere
spiritual piety.

Ken Zaretzke, Jr.

~Lllers
ditor

“SECOND COMING’* CHALLENGING

| thought your article by Bob Mumford
on “The Purpose of the Second Coming,"”
was tremendous, It really showed me how
much | had been looking at events instead
of Jesus.

It has drastically changed and challenged
my thoughts concerning the second coming.
Especially illuminating was the idea that
Jesus will come when the Spirit and the
bride are saying, “"Come."”

Dave Fraatz
Minneapolis, Minn,

ABORTION

In your article gn abortion in the May
1974 issue you were very clinical and did
very well in presenting the question as itis.
You ended, however, on a sour note of
unbelief, for which | am deeply troubled.

The God that | know loves his own
children personally and is not only capable
of blessing with life but of removing a life at
His discretion. There is No case where a
Christian may say it is God's divine will to
put an innocent baby to death, for any
cause!

Mrs. Sandra Tricoli
South Holland, lllinois

FROM THE OCCULT TO NEW WINE

Never have | had in my hands anything
that has changed me more than the material
that has been passed my way by the writers
of New Wine. The magazine has helped me
to come out of an occult situation which
nearly broke my marriage relationship and
confused my Christian walk. | had to have
sound Christian teaching to reach me.

Your magazine was given to us by the
occult teachers themselves, not knowing it
would lead my family back to God along
with a pastor and three dear families. They
also read Mew Wine for themselves, as it
reached them and changed them also.

Praise God — praise God. Some day God
will reveal to you just how your lives and
God’s truth touched and changed life after
life as we shared everything with those we
know. | have learned the reality of Satan in
fantastic real ways and the power of God
and His Holy Spirit. Thank you all.

Sandy Raasio
Hancock, Michigan

EYE TOEYE

Thank you so very much for your
ministry to our home. We have enjoyed and
continue to enjoy the blessings of God's
Word as presented through you.

While we have not always seen eye 10 eye
with some of the viewpoints put forth in
your publication, we are truly happy that
there is in existence a work which meets the
problems of practical Christian living head
on. Please do keep the teaching approach to
New Wine.

Doug Hawkinson
Alderwood Manor, Wa.

In your May edition of New Wine you
said something that is very significant to
me: “Because we are trying to say more
clearly what we feel God is saying to the
church, we believe a responsive chord is
being struck in the hearts of God's people.”
| believe the subject matter of the magazine
has made this desire evident in the recent
editions.

Your themes on discipleship and shep-
herding have helped me. And these articles
are particularly needed as God is leading us
into these new frontiers.

Blair Cavner
Tulsa, Ok.

LETTERS
Checking out the “‘Letters” column in
New Wine, | was pleased to find pros and
cons — now you know at least you are being
noticed! Keep up the good work.
Mrs, Clarence Davenport
British Columbia
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When the Apostle Paul admonished
the Bible believers not to be ‘“‘con-
formed to this age, fashioned after and
adapted to its external, superficial
customs,”” he knew the pressure and
influence that surrounding society
could exert on the Christian. One of
the great “pressures’’ in our day is the
place of the woman in ministry and
government.

We of New Wine Staff realize the
consequence of the theme in this issue.
We, also, are aware of the under-
currents produced by the woman’s
liberation (and its religious counter-
parts) on the one hand and the
injustices promulgated on the female
in the name of submission and biblical
“authority,” on the other.

Male insecurity, chauvinism and
similar diseases, however, do not
justify improper reaction, rebellion or
dissent. Love and patience are needed
as we seek to deal with the issues
raised by the New Testament standard
in regard to the place and function of
waomen.

For many years it was the woman
who held forth the testimony of a full
and Spiritcontrolled life. Usually,
there was no male leadership to
recognize, let alone submit to and
follow! This was true on the mission
fields of the world, as well. Norman
Grubb once said, “A woman is the
man for the job."”

In this issue of New Wine, we have
prayerfully and with our hearts
saturated in His love, sought to draw
out a distinction that must be clarified
and faced.

We stand for renewal and restor-
ation. Renewal means God, by His
Holy Spirit, is sweeping over every
church, nation and denomination with
a spiritual awakening. Restoration,
however, has deeper implications. It
means that, irrespective of what the
condition or situation of the past has
been, God's objective is to restore a
New Testament Church!

Whatever the world does or does
not do, we who hold to the Scriptures
as “’the final authority on doctrine and
practice’ find ourselves required to
make a distinction between ministry
and government in the church.

In the face of increasing role
confusion in the nation, and in the
church, we feel the need to speak out

(Continued on page 16)
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but the woman is the
glory of the man" (1 Cor. 11:7).

Lord, I pondered, what does this
mean? How can I be the glory of my
husband whom the Word says is “the
image and [reflected] glory of God”
(1 Cor. 11:7); that is, his function of
government reflects the majesty of
divine rule? As I pondered upon this
question the Holy Spirit began to give
me some insight.

I once heard that the rocks brought
back from the moon were designed for
the primary purpose of reflection. This
made me catch my breath! Of course,
woman is created for the purpose of
reflecting the glory of her husband.
She was designed by God to bring
honor and glory to the man! What an
exciting discovery!

For man was not created from
woman, but woman from man;
neither was man created on account
of or for the benefit of woman, but
woman on account of and for the
benefit of man (1 Cor. 11:8-9
Amplified).

Seeing our place as one of reflection
helps us in understanding the principle
of submission. One of our womanly
fears is the bondage we believe sub-
mission may bring to us. Can we no
longer express ourselves? What about
our individuality? How can we be sure
this will work in our home? The
struggles we are all having in this area

are very real to me. We find that it is
one thing to hear the teaching, but
another to put into pratice in everyday
life these beautiful principles from the
Word.

Only as we try, little by little, do we
find the answers. Seeing a hardened
heart begin to soften, tenderness
where previously there was bitterness,
forgiveness where hate has lived, we
realize there is freedom
instead of bondage. We find the truth

come to

and the truth sets us free (John
8:31-32).
The Father revealed to me, “A

woman is never in an inferior place
when she is in the place I have created
for her.” This is surely true, for I find
that the more I submit,
feminine I become.

the more

AN ORDERED LIFE

In the local body where our family
is a member, we are beginning to see
beautiful “reflections.” One
reflection that is paramount is the
moving of order in husbands, wives
and children with the manifestation of
gifts and fruits. As women, we put
ourselves in a dangerous place if we

some

minister without a spiritual covering.
For the kingdom’s sake as well as for
the sake of ourselves, we should desire
to reflect submission to authority in
our lives.

Another reflection of equal impor-
tance is the peace, joy and righ-

teousness we are beginning to see in the
unmarried women in the body, There
is a serenity coming in lheir'lives as
they come under the authority and
oversight of the body. As they seek
help and instruction from our elders
and their wives, the loneliness and.
self-pity are fading from their lives and
they are finding places of service for
God. This is precious to behold
because for so long unmarried women
have felt left out since much of the
teaching has been for wives.

When the unmarried woman
submits, the local body must then
receive this submission and assume the
responsibility of oversight. We have
been led to repair houses, buy food,
supply rent, buy appliances, minister
during sickness, counsel for spiritual
needs, and supply love through accept-
ance.

A BALANCED LIFE

As God is deepening in me the
desire to be the kind of woman He
created me to be, He is teaching me
something very important. I'm
learning that a scripturally-ordered life
is a life that reflects balance. Praise
God for the gifts of the Spirit, but
along with these precious gifts, fruit
must be cultivated. Gifts and fruit
must flow from divinely ordered
vessels,

Would you like to meet a woman
who reflects complete godly balance in

potential in God.

A challenge to the 20th-century
woman to discover her full

mE nld CALL

WOMANHOOD




Minnie Coleman also serves as guest
panelist this month for New Wine
Forum.

her life? A woman who is the glory of
the man? If so, let me introduce you
to the Proverbs’ lady.

This woman reflects the fruit of the
Spirit at every turn — in almost every
verse. Her husband confidently trusts
in her, for she is faithful and brings
only good to him (vs. 10-12).

The Proverbs’ lady desired to work
with her hands (v. 13). Men are stirred
by the sight of a woman sewing and
being ereative around the home.
Recently, | received a blessing while
visiting in the home of a young
married couple. The wife showed me
an afghan she had recently made for
her husband. They had been studying
the Proverbs’ lady during their family
devotions and he requested that she
make something for him. She shared
that it was one of the most rewarding
things she had ever done. It was a
masterpiece of love!

God used this to convict me that 1
had neglected this aspect of my life
too long. I prayed for the Lord to
show me how to be more creative.
Since this time I have been doing
crewel embroidery and have experi-
enced a sense of satisfaction.

The Proverbs’ lady was sensitive to
the spiritual and physical needs of her
household. I do wish the Scripture had
not mentioned “arising while it is yet
night™ (v.15). Needless to say, I have
not attained this.

In verse 16, the Word says she does
not *“court neglect of her present
duties by assuming others.” She does
not attend three Bible studies, four
sewing circles and endless church
meetings — serving as president of two
and treasurer of six — with unmade
beds and dirty dishes at home. To the
Proverbs® lady, home was the center of
her ministry, Her responsibilities at
home are taken care of first of all.
Dirty dishes, unmade beds and sloppy
meals do not reflect the glory of my
husband or the glory of God! If our
homes fail, what can we minister?

The strength of the Proverbs’ lady
(Continued on page 22)
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PROVERBS 31:10—31 (Amplified)

(10) A capable, intelligent and virtuous woman, who is he who can find
her? She is far more precious than jewels, and her value is far above
rubies or pearls.

(11) The heart of her husband trusts in her confidently and relies on and
believes in her safely, so that he has no lack of honest gainor need of

dishonest spoil.

(12) She will comfort, encourage and do him only good as long as there is
life within her.

(13) She seeks out the wool and flax and works with willing hands to
develop it.

(14) She is like the merchant ships loaded with foodstuffs, she brings her
household’s food from a far [country].

(15) She rises while yet it is night and gets spiritual food for her household
and assigifs her maids their tasks.

(16) She considers a new field before she buys or accepts it — expanding
prudently [and not courting neglect of her present duties by
assuming others] . With her savings [of time and strength] she plants
fruitful vines in her vineyard.

(17) She girds herself with strength [spiritual, mental and physical fitness
for her God-given task] and makes her arms strong and firm.

(18) She tastes and sees that her gain from work [with and for God] is
good; her lamp goes not out; but burns on continually through the
night [of trouble, privation or sorrow, warning away fear, doubt and
distrust] .

(19) She lays her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff.

(20) She opens her hands to the poor; yes, she reaches out her filled hands
to the needy [whether in body, mind or spirit] .

(21) She fears not the snow for her family, for all her household are
doubly clothed in scarlet.

(22) She makes for herself coverlets, cushions and rugs of tapestry. Her
clothing is of linen, pure white and fine, and of purple [such as that
of which the clothing of the priests and the hallowed cloths of the
temple are made] .

(23) Her husband is known in the city’s gates, when he sits among the
elders of the land.

(24) She makes fine linen garments and leads others to buy them; she
delivers to the merchants girdles [or sashes that free one for service] .

(25) Strength and dignity are her clothing and her position is strong and
secure. She rejoices over the future — the later day or time to come
[knowing that she and her family are in readiness for it] !

(26) She opens her mouth with skillful and godly Wisdom, and in her
tongue is the law of kindness — giving counsel and instruction.

(27) She looks well to how things go in her household, and the bread of
idleness [gossip, discontent and self-pity] she will not eat.

(28) Her children rise up and call her blessed [happy, fortunate and to be
envied] : and her husband boasts of and praises her, saying,

(29) Many daughters have done virtuously, nobly and well [with the
strength of character that is steadfast in goodness] but you excel
them all.

(30) Charm and grace are deceptive, and beauty is vain [because it is not
lasting], but a woman who reverently and worshipfully fears the
Lord, she shall be praised!

(31) Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in
the gates of the city!
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n a recent issue in New Wine
Magazine, there was an article in
the form of a dialogue between a
Spirit-filled Christian couple. It is
glorious to see how God is working in
such marriages to bring about His
divine order. But what about the
marriages where one partner is not a
professing, born-again Christian?
Hallelujah! God is also doing some-
thing beautiful and exciting in these
circumstances, too. Speaking from a
Christian wife’s point of view, [ would
like to share what has happened in my
life with other wives who find them-

selves in similar situations. I realize
that the circumstances of every
marriage are different, but [ have

learned that God does follow certain
principles. I have seen these principles
applied in at least five close friends’
marriages within the three short years
I have been a Christian, and the results

6

which have followed in each case have
been fantastic. What are
principles?

these

First, God usually starts in our lives
by dealing with any inner attitude or
outward appearance of spiritual
superiority. So often our spiritual
pride is accompanied by a martyr
complex. It is only by the grace of
God that we are not the unbeliever
instead of our husbands. Perhaps some
well-meaning friends have aided us in
building an attitude of spiritual superi-
ority, with their sympathetic pats on
the shoulder and comments about how
we’ll surely be rewarded in heaven for
the suffering we are enduring now.
Maybe they have even encouraged us
to leave our husbands. Such advice only
feeds our spiritual ego and self-pity.

Praise God that your husband is
exactly who he is and what he is right
now (1 Thess. 5:18). Just be con-
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by Sara’s Daughter

cerned with your spiritual tempera-
ture. Ask God to show you His
attitude toward spiritual pride and ask
Him to reveal all that is in you. This
may involve humbling yourself before
your husband and asking his forgive-
ness for past attitudes and behavior.
Secondly, we must come to the
realization that we can’t “save” our
husbands. Believe me, | have tried and
I’'m sure that I'm not the first who has.
I preached to him, begged him,
accused him, and ignored him — all in
the name of Jesus. None of it worked!
He became more contemptuous, and
justifiably so. He saw through my
hypocrisy. In all my actions there was
not one bit of love for him. I wanted
him to become a Christian so it would
make life easier for me. I pictured a
future life filled with prayer groups,
family devotions, Full Gospel
meetings, etc.
At the time, | was most sincere in
OCTOBER 1974
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my belief and was trying to lead a
righteous life in spite of my husband. 1
had stopped drinking and smoking and
had become very conservative in my
appearance (in fact, sometimes even
dowdy). In the face of all this, the
friction increased in our marriage. My
husband was at the point of leaving. |
finally realized that if my life were an
example of a Christian witness, then 1
had set evangelism back two thousand
years. Something was wrong!

Then a dear friend pointed out two
scriptures that helped me get back on
the right track. The first was 1
Corinthians 7:14, “For the unbelieving
husband is sanctified by the wife, and
the unbelieving wife is sanctified by
the husband. . .” Sanctified means
“set apart,” or “made holy.” At first
this kindled my spiritual pride. I was
responsible for my husband’s “holy”
state. But God quickly pointed out
through scripture that He alone was
responsible, and that any attitude
NEW WINE
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Is an unsaved husband really the problem?

contrary to this was prideful and
unholy!

I was baffled by this scripture but
decided to just accept it on faith and
see what God had in mind. I tried to
believe that my husband was sancti-
fied; but he was still very worldly — he
drank, and smoked and cursed. I was
sure he was still being led by the devil
much of the time and, consequently,
would lead me away from God if I
looked to him for guidance. So I
continued to do my own thing for
Jesus and our marriage headed for the
divorce court.

The second scripture that my friend
had shared with me was Ephesians
5:22, “Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands, as unto the
Lord.” 1 thank God my friend didn’t
preach this one to me. She merely
pointed it out and told me to ask God
to interpret it for my life.

At first I ignored her suggestion, but
things got so bad that I resolved to try

anything, even submitting to my
husband. Although I didn’t really
believe it, I decided to go through the
motions of submitting in hopes that if
God knew what He was talking about,
He would change my attitude.

Someone told me to stop looking
for the devil in my husband and start
looking for God in him. I did, and
praise God, I began to see him in a
different light. My husband sensed the
change in me and began to relax
because I had taken the pressure off. I
was no longer waiting impatiently for
the day when he would fall to his
knees in repentance. I was accepting
him just as he was.

I became astonished at the wisdom
my husband began to display in
making certain key decisions that
confronted us at that time. One
involved a move and a choice of new
jobs. I thank God that 1 didn’t inter-
fere with his decision. I can look back
and see my husband’s choice was

7



perfect for us, although I probably
wouldn’t have conceded this at the
time.

Right before this move I went to a
CFO camp. After sharing with some
close friends, I asked God for a full
revelation of my role as a wife. God
gave me a beautiful answer through a
picture He put in my mind. As I
prayed, I saw my husband lifted up
above me and above him was Christ.
There was a canopy above them and I
was under them looking up. I found in
1 Corinthians 11:3 that this is the
exact picture of God’s divine order for
the family. My husband is my high
priest before God. I had been looking
around him to reach God, instead of
looking through him. God wanted to
lead me through my husband. As long
as I was in my position under my
husband, I was protected by that
canopy. If I got out of this position, I
was in Satan’s territory and open to
deception, like Eve.

I found this idea of protection
illustrated vividly in the story of
Abraham and Sara (Genesis 12).
During a famine Sara and Abraham
went to Egypt. Abraham instructed
Sara to lie and tell the Egyptians that
she was his sister instead of his wife.

Sara was asked to do what we
would consider to be blatant sins:
first, to lie and then, if it came to it, to
go into the Pharoah’s harem and
commit adultery. If Sara had been like
some pious, Spirit-filled wives I know,
she would have quoted some scripture,
rebuked her husband and then given
him a book and a tape on the sin of
lying. But she didn’t. She did as she
was requested to do, and God pro-
tected her!

Abraham’s motives had not been
purely unselfish, either. He told Sara
to do this “. . . that it may be well
for me for thy sake.” He knew the
Egyptians would kill him if they knew
Sara was his wife. Sara did as she was
told and God intervened and rescued
her. He “. . . plagued Pharoah and
his house with great plagues because of
Sara, Abraham’s wife.” Pharoah finally
became aware of the root of the
trouble and sent them away. Because
Sara was willing to stay in her position
8

and submit to her husband, she was
under that canopy of God’s pro-
tection. I have trusted God to carry
out this principle in my life, and for
two years He has proved it true.

In this day of Women’s Lib, submis-
sion is not a popular subject, but Jesus
said, “Ye shall know the truth and the
truth shall set you free.” What could
be more freeing than to find our true
identity and place as a wife, mother
and woman. Submission does not
mean we will become a doormat or a
mindless robot. On the contrary, we
will be busier than ever performing the
tasks God created for us. And the
unique talents and abilities that God
gave us will be challenged daily to the
fullest. Read of the virtuous wife in
Proverbs 31:10—-26. Her duties
included buying a piece of property
and giving to the poor.

To those wives who have decided to
assume their rightful position, let me
give a word of caution about rebellion.
This is the very nature of our old self
and Satan is quick to recognize any
spark he sees. He will quickly try to
fan it into a bonfire. Satan is a flat-
terer. He may try to convince us that
we can do a better job at some task
that is in the realm of our husband’s
responsibility. My particular weakness
here is family finances. It is difficult
for me to keep from dropping little
hints as to how I think the money
should be spent each month.

The devil also watches for the
slightest sign of self-pity and builds on
it. It may begin as a small incident.
Perhaps your husband has to go to a
meeting at night and you are left at
home with three children to bathe and
put to bed, a sink full of dirty dishes
and a house littered with toys, Satan
hints that this is unfair and you begin
to enjoy the idea that you really are
overburdened. Resentment can build
and build until you carry it over into
your actions. Your husband comes
home to either a barrage of unfounded
accusations or a sullen, moody wife
who pouts for two days. You may
even take out these resentments on
your children.

Ask God to reveal the first signs of
rebellion and how to cope with it, |

promise that problems will present
themselves, but just look to God and
trust Him for the solution.

One more word of warning: We
must be extremely cautious about
manipulating our husbands. We
women can be very deceptive. Our
words and actions may say one thing,
while our motive is another. We may
be trying to change our husband’s
behavior in some way, and this danger-
ously borders on witcheraft! I am
constantly asking God to keep me
honest with my husband and to show
me any impure motives which are
behind my words and actions. He
is faithful to do this if I ask Him.

Do you think that your marriage is
beyond hope? Do you feel that you
really don’t even love your husband
any more? I've been there too, and
I've heard other wives say the same
thing. But believe me, God desires to,
and is fully capable of, giving you back
a love for your husband that is far
deeper and more genuine than you
ever had before. And it keeps growing!

In closing, let me share a few
glimpses that God has given me of the
way He is working in my husband. To
some he may still be a non-Christian
with some very non-Christian habits,
but he is carrying out Christ’s
commands better than many church-
going Christians I know. As a school
principal he displays more compassion
for the poor and deprived children
than I have ever shown. He set up a
clothing closet for those who come to
school without adequate clothing. He
takes sick children to the local doctor
and pays the bill himself if the parents
are unable. At Christmas we filled
eleven baskets with food for the
neediest families and he had them
delivered without their knowing he
was the benefactor,

Deep down, their is a restlessness in
him that only God can quiet. There is
a feeling of dissatisfaction that only
full surrender to God will relieve. But |
don’t have to wait until that happens
to consider him the spiritual head of
our home. Praise God I saw this in
time to save our marriage, and I can
see God working to make this His
Holy Household."¥
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The second in a series of four articles

on “Entering and Enjoying Worship.”

A GIFT FROM GOD

God desires to show us the way into worship.
by Bob Mumford

orship is ordained of God as a

line of communication between
Himself and His children. He created
us for His pleasure and He desires to
fellowship with us and enjoy our
company. In turn, we are able to know
and enjoy Him.

However, worship isn’t automatic.
At least, the kind of worship that
provides (1) pleasure for God; (2) a
vehicle for His blessing: or (3) real
enjoyment on our parts. Man is
created body, soul and spirit — and
these three must come into the
harmony God originally instituted in
order to experience worship as He
designed and desires it. We have
pictured the situation this way:

No. I —isyou — the worshiper.
No. 2 — is also you . . . that inner
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man who controls the attitudes,
desires and impulses of No. 1.

It is only as No. 2 (man’s spirit)
responds to God’s Spirit, that No. 1
(man’s body and soul) is brought into
that harmony which insures a right
relationship to God, making accept-
able worship possible.

GOD IS THE SEEKER

Had you ever considered God in this
role — actively seeking for worshipers?
Isn’t it logical that if worship is the
main line of communication into His
presence and He desires fellowship
with His created ones, that He would
do everything possible to establish this
relationship? Both Old and New Testa-
ments are replete with examples of
God’s dealings with men in an effort
to initiate, restore and maintain clear
lines of communion.

From the very beginning of biblical
history, we find God seeking for
fellowship. In Genesis 3:8-9, we read
of Him walking in the garden He had
created for Adam and Eve — seeking
them out. The words, “*Adam, where
art thou?” should thrill us and cause
us to want to place our own names in
that question. It should make us want
to drop everything and move into
worship in answer to His call.

However, we may (like Adam and
Eve) be trying to hide from His
presence due to lawlessness or careless-
ness. Or we may be too busy
“ministering to the people” to hear
His voice. Worship is the first response
that comes in a visitation from God. It
is, likewise, the first thing to leave
when disobedience rears its ugly head.

Jesus gives us a beautiful picture of
this aspect of God’s character during
His conversation with a Samaritan
woman (John 4:23-24). The subject
of their talk was the one we are
considering — worship. Hear Jesus say,
“But the hour cometh, and now is,
when the true worshipers shall worship
the Father in spirit and in truth; for
the Father seeketh such to worship
him. God is a Spirit: and they that
worship him must worship him in
spirit and truth.”

The word “spirit” is used three
times. Only once is it capitalized,
indicating the Holy Spirit — or God’s
Spirit. The woman to whom Jesus was
teaching this lesson in worship was all
hung up in religion . . . where to go
to worship . . . what she considered
holy and acceptable to God. Jesus
wanted to set her free to worship *““in
spirit and truth.”

Upon another occasion, Jesus spoke
of God being Spirit and of Himself
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being the truth and the way (John
14:6). One of His disciples raised a
question about the way to the Father,
to which came this very decisive reply:
“I am the way, the truth and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but
by me.”

The way into God’s presence is
through His Son. Out of worship, we
take on the life of Christ, who is the
revelation of the Father. The person
who learns to worship finds himself
being changed in both character and
conduct. How is this possible? By the
administration of the Holy Spirit who
was given to lead us into all truth. Do
you see how perfectly it all fits
together? God seeks us out, wanting to
reveal the way into His presence. That
way is Jesus. Through Him a line of
constant communication can be
maintained.

Can you see that Ephesians 2:18
presents a working principle for prayer
that leads into worship? Amplified
Version states it this way:

For it is through Him that we
both (whether far off or near) now
have anintroduction (access) by one
(Holy) Spirit to the Father — so
that we are able to approach Him.

We may literally pray, “Lord Jesus,
I.thank You that You have made a
way into the presence of God. Holy
Spirit of God, I thank You for the
ministry of other tongues and praying
in the Spirit.” Why don’t you pray this
same prayer in your own words?

Paul further explains this “spirit”
communication in 1 Corinthians,
chapter 14, verses 4, 14 and 15 (NAS):

One who speaks in tongues
edifies himself;. . . For if | pray in
a tongue, my spirit prays, but my
mind is unfruitful. What is the out-
come then? | shall pray with the
spirit and | shall pray with the mind
also; | shall sing with the spirit and
| shall sing with the mind also.

Here is Spirit establishing, building,
guiding. Why did God give the gift of
speaking in tongues? It is a communi-
cation breakthrough for the Christian!
It is His aid to worship.
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In order to see more clearly God’s
workings in the lives of His people, we
take a look at (1) the tabernacle in the
wilderness, (2) the temple in
Jerusalem, (3) and the Living Way —
our Lord Jesus Christ. God has always
provided for and, at the same time,
protected the way into His presence.

(1) Moses and the Israelites built the
tabernacle according to God’s
command (Exodus 25:8-31:18). The
purpose was “a sanctuary that I may
dwell among them.” There was the ark
of the covenant. . . the mercy
seat. . . a table for the shewbread,
candles and holy vessels. A priestly
tribe was appointed to care for these
outward evidences of God’s desire to
communicate with His people. Here
He met with them and communicated
His desires to them. They became
united in worship.

(2) Some centuries later, King
Solomon was given specific instruc-
tions for building the temple at
Jerusalem. There was an outer court
where the sacrifices were prepared for
the worshipers. A place of cleansing
was also provided. Like the wilderness
tabernacle, those who had made them-
selves presentable to God were
permitted to move into the inner
court. Here were the visible manifesta-
tions of God’s presence . . ., sacrifices
and praises were offered up to Him,
But the holy of holies, in which was
the revealed presence of God, was
separated from the people by a great
veil. Once a year, the high priest
entered that most holy place. When he
came out of it, the very glory of God
was upon his face and it was apparent
to all that God’s chosen man had gone
before Him in their behalf,

(3) Matthew 27:50 records the
ultimate provision God made for
meeting with His people. It is the
scene of the crucifixion of His Son
upon the cross in atonement for the
sins of mankind:

And Jesus, when he had cried
with a loud voice, yielded up his
spirit. And behold, the veil of the
temple was rent in twain from the
top to the bottom; and the earth
did quake, and the rocks rent.

One day while reading about this
momentous transaction undertaken by
God in our behalf, I saw the temple
veil very clearly hanging between the
revealed presence of God and the
worshipers. [ saw anew the sacrifice of
Jesus — given to remove that veil. I
cried, “Lord Jesus, I thank You that
You have made the way that I might
come into the holy place . . . that I
might come to worship You, my
Father. . . that I might honestly
learn to let my spirit open up and
worship You.”

In response to that prayer, God
spoke to my heart saying, “Bob, do
you see how that veil was rent?”

“Yes, Lord — from the top to the
bottom.” It excited me to think of
God’s eagerness to make a way
available for me to enter and worship
Him — for it was He who tore that veil
in two.

Then came these most amazing
words: “It wasn’t only so that you
could get into the holy place, but it
was also so that I could get out.” That
literally sent me into a spiritual
tailspin!

How many of you actually believe
that God is engaged in seeking
worshipers? We are so apt to say, “I
found God . . .” when all the time He
had been pursuing us . . . searching us
out . . . pressing His claims upon us.
He desires fellowship with His created
ones. He has provided the way. And it
is our responsibility to learn to
respond!

One of the first lessons we must
learn if we desire to become
worshipers, is where to place our prior-
ities. God has provided instruction in
His word and given us the help of the
Holy Spirit. Man’s spirit must be
poised toward God — for then, and
only then, is God able to bring about
the changes and adjustments necessary
for man to become a channel for
communion and effective service.

GOD IS THE PROVIDER

In our attempt to see priorities from
God’s perspective, we first consider
man as he was created. Genesis 1:26
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tells us God said, “Let us make man in
our image, after our likeness.” We have
noted Jesus’ words (John 4:24), “God
is a Spirit.” From this we realize that
the image and likeness which man
bears to his Creator is “‘spirit.” After
God spoke His decision to make man,
He took the dust of the earth and
formed a body to house the spirit.
Next He breathed into that body the
breath of life — and spirit and body
became a living soul. Intellect,
emotion and free will were brought
into being to enrich and make func-
tional that new creation which God
called man.

In making man for His pleasure, His
intention was that man’s spirit control
body and soul. This made possible the
fellowship God desired. God walked
and talked with man in the sur-
roundings provided for his comfort
and welfare. Man was given dominion
over all other creation,

Then, through a deliberate act of his
endowed free will, man disobeyed the
command of God regarding the one
restriction placed on his activities in
the garden. He ate of the fruit of the
tree of knowledge of good and evil.
This automatically severed the
relationship of Spirit with spirit. Man
realized this breach and hid himself
from God’s overtures. The words,
“Adam, where art thou?” caused fear
instead of the joy it had previously
brought. For through disobedience,
intellect and emotions were now in
control (of the spirit); and the body
responded to impulses of the soul
rather than to those of the spirit.

Scripture records God’s never-
ending efforts to re-establish the
broken line of communication. This
resulted in covenant relations with
many of His created ones. There was
instituted a temporary means for
cleansing from sin. . . for restored
fellowship . for communion
through worship. In “‘the fulness of
time,” a second Adam was brought
forth by an act of the Holy Spirit.
That man was Jesus. In Him, Spirit
was once again dominant over body
and soul. He provided the Way for
man to renew and maintain spiritual
relatedness to His Creator.
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At the time an individual accepts
God’s way — Jesus — there is a re-
breathing of the Spirit of God into the
spirit of man. We speak of this
experience as the “new birth.” Along
with this rebirth of our spirit comes a
desire to know and worship our
Creator . . . to thank Him for all that
He has done for us. . . to come into
His very presence. This is God’s
purpose in it all.

PRIORITIES NEEDED ALONG
THE WAY

Returning to our illustration of Man
No. 1 and Man No. 2, the reason No. 2
has no inclination to worship God
before conversion is because he is
spiritually dead. However, when No. 2
is reborn, he begins to grow and
mature in spiritual appreciation. Jesus,
the church, the Bible, fellowship with
other believers — these all take on new
meaning. Something is happening on
the inside. God is at work!

As No. 2 develops, he meets resist-
ance from body and soul. Having been
in control for so long, these will not
step aside without a battle. At the
time of conversion, No. 2 was on the
bottom of the pile. The struggle to
come out on top involves (a) giving
priority to God’s priorities; and (b)
maintaining a balance in meeting the
legitimate needs in all three areas —
body, soul and spirit.

As long as the believer remains in
subjection to bodily demands, there
results what Paul refers to as a
*“carnal” Christian (1 Corinthians 1:3).
He is trapped by bodily habits. Some
of these bondages may be alcoholic
beverages, smoking, drugs, sexual
absorption and/or perversions, interest
in the occult. As the Spirit leads, these
must be brought out into the open,
dealt with, and overcome. More
“respectable” bondages may include
sports, travel, fashion, cars/motor-
cycles/boats, or even homes and
family. These and countless other
interests make inordinate demands
upon our thoughts, time and energies.
They constitute interference to the
growth of No. 2 in varying degrees. We
need to remember that God must be
given priority in all areas of our lives.

Not only does the body demand
satisfactions, but the soul has its own
peculiar kinds of interferences. We
may eliminate the troublesome bodily
hurdles only to find the soulishness of
our natures controlling, or at least
coloring, our attempts to come into
God’s presence. There is such a thing
as “soulish” worship — that is self
consciousness rather than God
consciousness.

Some of these soulish interferences
may even be designed by man with the
intent of inducing worship. Spacious
cathedrals, stained-glass windows,
majestic organs, beautifully rendered
musical performances — these may
strengthen the soul while not bringing
us into God’s presence at all! So may
the hip-hip-hooray attempt at entry
into worship. Again, the soul may be
fed; but this does not insure contact of
our spirits with God s Holy Spirit.

Then there are other appeals to our
soulish natures. Mass psychology and
crowd manipulation manage to gain
entrance into what may have been
intended to be a “worship service.”

Great oratory and intellectual
appeal . . . Bible quoting and testi-
monials. . . a heart-felt plea for

assistance to orphans half-way around
the world may all stir the
emotions. . . even move us to make
decisions and open our pocketbooks,
But, what about-opening the well-
springs which originate in God-
consciousness? God wants us to be
aware of Him — not moved by the
persuasiveness of men.

How can we tell if we have been
worshiping soulishly — that is in the
emotions or intellect? Usually by the
fact that we lose it before we get to
the parking lot! We may even end up
feeling more miserable and burdened
than we did when we went to
“worship.” If we have come into
spiritual contact with God, the human
spirit will be fed and encouraged.
Growth will be evidenced in both
body and soul. We will find that they
are soon serving the spirit. Bondages
are loosed and our emotions are
stabilized, now at the control of spirit
rather than human senses.
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You see, the body and soul are not
intended to be enemies, but part of
the created whole. We have to live in
the “house.” We need to keep it in
good condition, feeding and exercising
it properly. The mind must be kept
informed as to what is taking place in
our world. We do not confine our
reading to the Bible only. Man is not
all spirit; but all should be spirit-
controlled. Once we do have our prior-
ities in the right order, with No. 2 on
top, we must remain alert to keep the
balance needed for maintaining God’s
intention in creating us to become
worshipers and conveyors of His good
news.

PRACTICALITIES ALONG THE WAY

When the words “‘spirit” or
“spiritual” are applied in any way,
there is a tendency to take it for
granted that we have left the realm of
the practical and gone off into the
stratosphere. This is far from the truth
for the Christian. Once the spirit is
poised toward worship, all other
matters fall into their proper places. It
is an intensely practical approach to
life. This is the way God intended it to
be.

One practical test for judging if our
spirit is poised in the right direction is:
what is our reaction to a situation
which calls for obedience to a
command from God? Does the body
rise up and present all kinds of
arguments? Does the mind begin
rationalizing as to why we should not
comply? One soon finds out who is in
control when commands go contrary
to bodily desires, intellectual leanings
or emotional responses.

Do you recall Paul saying, “I keep
my body under. . .” (1 Corinthians
9:27)? Under what? Under the control
of his spirit. Paul knew that when the
spirit was infected by reactions of the
body and soul, worship was affected.
The man who has not learned to
worship doesn’t know how to keep his
spirit strong. If No. 2 ever begins to
lose the upper hand, the soulish and
physical are quick to try to regain
their lost ground.
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Here are two dangers in this matter
of balance. One is becoming super-
spiritual in our own eyes. Once a man
came to me with the complaint, “My
wife has become so involved with
prayer meetings and listening to tapes
that she has forgotten that changing
beds and washing dishes need atten-
tion, too.” That is a poor witness and
spiritual imbalance. There may not
even be any worship present in the
wife’s activities. There may only be a
soulish desire for spiritual growth.

Then, secondly, there is the tempta-
tion to become so ministry oriented
that there is no time for poising the
spirit toward worship. Jesus met and
overcame this particular temptation.
Many times he turned from the
demands of human needs to fellowship
with His Father. He drew His strength
from drawing aside in worship and
prayer. Jesus knew there was a
limitation to what one can give to
others without a time of refreshing
before God,

Housewives . . . secretaries. . .
businessmen . construction
workers! We all need to be aware of
God’s call to worship. He may say,
“Don’t eat lunch today. Take time to
be quiet before me.” We can worship
just as surely in a secluded corner of a
lunchroom as in a cathedral — if the
spirit is poised toward God. Pure
worship doesn’t even need words. A
husband and wife can sit silently
before a smouldering fire and no
words are needed to establish
communion between them. Love
doesn’t have to verbalize. Neither does
worship, once it meets Spirit.

The poise of the spirit is not
developed in a day. But when it is
acquired it becomes a part of every
day. When we awaken in the morning,
our first thought will go upward:
“Glory to God! Thank You, Father,
for a new day.” A friend of mine puts
his greeting this way: “God, You did it
again!” This is the spiritual man
reaching up to God.

Two incidents stand out in my mind
as I recall my own progress toward
becoming a worshiper. One summer
during my Bible school days, I was
working at a gas station. Between

waiting on customers, | would run back
to an oil room where I had a Bible
open on some oil cans. There I would
grab a few minutes to praise the Lord,
dash back out at the signal for service,
then return to pick up where I had left
off, The Lord was always waiting for
me, for He knew my heart’s desire was
to become a worshiper.

Another time, while in Bible
college, a local bridge toll was posted
at 25 cents. This was my line of trans-
portation back and forth to our home.
The first week, as I drove up to the
bridge, I saw the sign, “NEW FARE 5
Cents.” Something within me rose up
to praise God and I found myself
saying, “Thank You, Father. That
surely is nice of You to do that for
me.” I really believed He had a hand in
it!

Of course, the opposite proves true,
also, in the circumstances of daily
living. When No. 2 becomes infected,
worship becomes affected. In fact
sometimes it proves impossible. When
rebellion, anger or resentments come
in — out goes communion. Once I
took a plane trip to Seattle leaving
some “‘unsettled” problems at home. |
had been looking forward to some
quiet hours of worship and study
during the flight. But a woman with
two vocally unhappy children boarded
and sat directly behind me. Between
the screaming and kicking, I found my
already burdened spirit refusing to
come into any semblance of worship.
At Chicago, I changed seats. Guess
what happened? Repeat perform-
ance. . . more children. . . more
confusion. . more interference with
worship. Changing situations or seats
doesn’t change faulty responses.
Attitude determines altitude when it
comes to worship.

But when our spirits are continually
poised toward God, all things point us
upward to the goodness and worthi-
ness of our God. I have learned that
the man or woman who is able to
worship in all situations is the one
whose spirit has been set free. We must
learn to handle immediately any inter-
ference with our highest priority —
that of enjoying our God and bringing
Him pleasure. ¥
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A native of Alamenda, California,
Nancy Clark moved to Fort
Lauderdale in June of 1972
She presently serves as recep
tionist at Christian Growth
Ministries and is involved

in sharing with other
singles how God has
brought fulfillment
to her life.

an a single girl find contentment
C and happiness? This question
may not seem that important to most
people, but for the single girl it is the
$64,000 question.

At the age of 30 I have had a lot of
time to experience the frustration and
confusion of not having an answer. In
the past two years, however, God has
brought me to the place where I can
honestly say that I am fulfilled and
content as a single person. This did not
happen overnight or painlessly, for it
was worked in my life day by day. Let
me share with you some of the
struggles and victories that have been
mine in the search for this answer.

WHERE DO I LOOK?

In thinking back over my life the
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most outstanding problems that come
to mind are loneliness and feelings of

inferiority. For as long as 1 can
remember I have been waiting for the
day when the wedding bells would
chime and all these negative feelings
would dissolve. Marriage was the magic
formula that would change my world
to one of bliss.

When this didn’t happen right away,
I found myself in the typical “‘single
girl” role — independent and fancy
free, with a job, an apartment, and my
own life to run. The only problem was
that my loneliness and insecurity
moved into the apartment with me.
The only way to lessen these feelings
was to cover them up with activity, so
I became active in a church, did
volunteer work for hospitals and

_3’ in the body of Christ
is not limited

to the married.

Discovering
that fulfillment

handicapped centers, and went on
outings with a singles’ group almost
every weekend.

At the age of 24, Christ became real
to me in a personal way. After
becoming involved in a Christian
commune called Clayton House, and
later moving in for a two-year period, 1
received the baptism of the Holy Spirit
and experienced a new direction and
purpose for my life as well as a new
love for the people around me. Within
this framework of a close community I
felt more fulfilled than I had ever felt
before, but when the House broke up
two years later, all the insecurity and
loneliness came rushing back in on me.

Again, the only answer seemed to

be to get involved in things and
activities to try to fulfill my life. I
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began to pray constantly that God
would give me a husband. Although I
wanted God’s perfect will for my life
— even if it meant never marrying — it
seemed that marriage was the only
way to contentment and fulfillment.

SOME NEW INSIGHT

A year later, God brought me to
Florida to be with Dick and Lydia
Key, who had been the directors of
Clayton House. God definitely con-
firmed that He had brought me here,
but I didn’t know why. Soon, it
became evident that He wanted to
work on changing me — from the
inside out! The process of seeing your-
self as you really are isn’t much fun
and it often involves time and
patience, but it is a step toward
maturity in God and toward finding
peace and contentment.

Two days after arriving in Florida, I
started a full-time job at Christian
Growth Ministries. Rather than living
alone in an apartment I chose to live
with the Keys, even though I knew it
would require an adjustment in
learning how to live in a family.

Being on my own for several vears
had forced me to become quite
independent. In the past, doing what-
ever I wanted to do had been easy.
Now my life wasn’t so simple. In my
new home there were needs such as
babysitting and housework that took
away from my time. Inside I would
react, feeling that because I worked all
day and paid rent, Dick and Lydia
shouldn’t expect me to work at home.
Nurturing the attitude that I was
nothing more than a babysitter and a
maid to them, [ wanted torun. . .to
go back to California. Yet, something
held me.

Finally, one day | blew up and all
these attitudes and feelings came out.
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In the discussion following the
episode, Dick said that they con-
sidered me a member of the family
and not a paying boarder. This struck
a responsive chord inside of me — I
belonged somewhere! At the same
time it brought the realization that the
very things I resented doing were part
of being “family.” When needs arise
everyone in the family has to assume a
part in meeting those needs — whether
it is extra laundry, cooking for guests,
or consoling little girls. I was beginning
to see that “belonging™ carried with it
some responsibilities. It meant not
thinking just about “me” anymore.
Now 1 had to consider the other
people in this new relationship.

Getting a new frame of mind was
not easy. It involved the realization
that if God were going to bring me to
a place of contentment in Him, He was
going to have to change many areasin
my life. In this process He has used
one major means — submisssion to
authority,

LEARNING ABOUT SUBMISSION

At the time | moved to Ft. Lauder-
dale, God was beginning to emphasize
submission to authority and right
relationship, especially between
husband and wife and also between
shepherd and sheep. Having had some
previous wrong teaching on submis-
sion, I was confused as to the real
purpose and function of it for my life.
I thought submission meant that you
did what you were told by your
husband or elder and kept your mouth
shut!

Seeing the relationship between
Dick and Lydia as husband and wife,
and others who were under Dick in a
shepherd/sheep relationship, helped to
clear my understanding about submis-
sion. One evening after a meeting, I
saw the need for a spiritual covering in-
my life. On the way home I verbally
submitted to Dick as my elder. Saying
it out loud helped to confirm it to
both of us, and opened the door for
God to exercise more authority in my
life through Dick.

God showed me that submission
really benefits the one submitting

more than anyone else. Dick is
responsible for me to God. He js
responsible for keeping me on the
right track in my relationship with the
Lord and for leading me into the
kingdom, whatever pain and change
that involves.

In my desire to be in right order and
under authority, I went to the extreme
in that I wanted Dick to lay down
certain prescribed laws and regula-
tions, as well as give me all my
answers. This really was an escape so
that I wouldn’t have to make decisions
myself or seek the Lord on my own.
Also, I could point the finger of blame
at him if something went wrong, and
thus be able to avoid the conse-
quences.

Dick finally had to explain to me
that 1 had a responsibility to go to
God and seek answers for myself. As
my shepherd, he was always available
to advise and to confirm the answers
but not to constantly give them.

There is a real sense of security in
knowing there is someone to help me
find God’s will — that I don’t have to
stumble around, go by my emotions,
or guess at what God is trying to say.
My shepherd and 1 rogether can
discover what God is saying. There is
also a real sense of security knowing-
that my shepherd is in relationship to
his shepherd and is himself under
authority. If something arises that he
does not have the answer for, he will
go to the other men in the fellowship
and together they will seek the Lord
for the answer.

Another important benefit of
submission is the avenue it opens to
developing deep relationships. In
submission you are actually commit-
ting yourself to your shepherd and he
is committing himself to you. This
commitment doesn’t happen overnight
— it grows through all the problems
and trials and misunderstandings that
develop out of relationship.

When I first came to live with Dick
and Lydia I was afraid to let out my
feelings or show my ugly side for fear
they would reject me as a person. There
was also the fear that if I didn’t
perform (i.e. do the things I thought
they expected me to do) they might
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ask me to leave their home. Finally, it
came to the point where | was willing
to risk all. I had to know if they loved
me for “me” or for the things I did for
them. Were they really committed to
“me” — the real person inside or the
exterior me who helped around the
house and babysat? To test their love
and commitment I just sat around
being lazy for a period of time. The
result — they just kept loving me! And
I began to love them in a new way.

As our relationship deepens, God
uses them to root out the rebellion,
the stubbornness, and the indepen-
dence in my life. They love me and are
committed to me in a way that causes
me to accept their correction. Often
they can see things in my life that 1
cannot see. One day Lydia had to
confront me with my laziness. Because
of our relationship I knew she wasn’t
out to get me, but rather, she was
trying to help. Thus, I was able to
accept what she saw and ask God to
change me. Also, they can often sort
through all the confusion of a situa-
tion and point out what God is really
after. There is a real joy coming in my
life as I see and experience God
changing me into what He wants me to
be.

One of the most difficult areas for
me has been communication. In real
submission there was a freedom to
express my feelings, not hold them in.
Dick and Lydia have helped me in this
area by encouraging me to get things
that bother me out in the open. They
know me so well by now that they can
sense when something is wrong. Once
the problem is out in the open,
feelings and fact can be sorted through
and we can determine if the struggle is
my own selfishness, etc., or if it is a
valid complaint they need to hear
about.

Just recently God has revealed more
clearly to me that Dick and Lydia are
the functional authority over me for
this time in my life. They love me,
protect me, encourage me and push
me on to maturity in Christ. This, in a
nutshell, is the function of an elder to
the single person.

The more secure and loved I feel,
the happier and more content I am. A
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great part of my struggle about
wanting to be married centers around
the need to feel loved and accepted.
When my relationship is right with
Dick and Lydia, I don’t need to escape
into the future with “marriage
thinking.”

I believe that it is God’s will for me
to eventually marry because He has
put that desire in my heart and
because He has placed me in a perfect
situation to learn how to become the
kind of a wife He wants me to be.
However, He wants me to become ful-
filled in my single life and serve a
purpose in His Body now.

FINDING THAT PLACE

Even though we may feel secure and
loved in a relationship, we also need a
purpose for our lives. Ever since my
childhood 1 have considered the
ultimate goal of a woman to be that of
a wife and mother. But since this is
still in the future for me, how do I
find contentment now, day by day in
my life? And how do I fit into the
Body of Christ, especially since the
majority of ministry seems to be from
those who are married?

Shortly after moving into the Key
household, a cell group of Christians
began meeting regularly in our home.
The purpose of the group was to learn
to open up and share ourselves with
other brothers and sisters in Christ. As
the only single in the group at that
time, I often felt all alone. Most of the
talk seemed to center around marriage
situations, which made it even more
difficult for me to relate. Feeling that
no one understood or cared what [ had
to say, I just sat in the meeting and
said nothing.

As I listened, however, I began to
see that many of the struggles that the
married people were having were the
same struggles I was going through —
overcoming rebellion and stubborn-
ness, learning to communicate, etc.
The only difference was the set of
circumstances God was using to work
these out. While this was the marriage
relationship for them, it was often my
job or relationships with other people
for me.

It was also a shock to realize that
whereas my main struggle was wanting
to be married, each of the married
couples had just as real a struggle in
some other area — wanting to have a
baby right away, or wishing they were
single instead of being tied down to a
house and children. Discovering that
God was working in me as well asin the
married couples, has helped me to feel
a part of the Body of Christ.

Even though I felt a part, it was still
difficult to see exactly how a single
person fits in regard to ministry. [ have
often heard some of the wives express
that they felt liké second-class citizens
because all they were needed for was
to serve their husbands. Well, some-
times I felt like a third-class citizen —
tossed about with no definite purpose,
just waiting for my husband to come
and rescue me. I saw that the wife was
to minister to her husband, but what
about the single? Does God have a
place and ministry for me now, before
marriage?

One day it dawned on me that I was
actually freer than the wives to
minister. They were tied down mainly
to their husbands and families, but I
could minister to many different
families and people. Then God began
to show me that the way to minister
to the Body was through serving. At
first, serving, like submission, was just
another bad word. Then He began to
open up my understanding to what it
really means.

FULFILLMENT THROUGH SERVING

I first began to learn the principles
of serving at home — in my relation-
ship to Dick and Lydia, and then God
began to show me that these could be
expanded to include his whole body.

Serving is something one doesn’t
learn once and for all — it is a
continual yielding to God. As I am
learning to yield more and more I am
becoming more satisfied with life.
When asked to do things new, I don’t
react nearly as much as I did in the
past. Serving Dick and Lydia is a joy
because it is done out of love and not
because it is a duty.
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One of the first principles God
taught me was that of “going the
second mile.” Many times I have felt |
didn’t have the strength to go on
serving in a situation. Often this is just
an excuse, and when I push beyond
the tired point I am physically and
spiritually uplifted.

Let me share one of the first situa-
tions where this principle worked for
me. Late one evening Lydia asked me
to unload the dishwasher. I was tired
and ready to go to bed.Inside I
reacted, and at the same time cried out
for God to change me. Determined to
test this principle, I not only unloaded
the dishwasher but cleaned the
counter and loaded the dirty dishes.
By the time the job was finished I felt
great!

Knowing that this really works —
that we can move into God’s strength
— is a valuable asset. This principle
applies in relationships also, for serving
involves people. It is actually the door-
way fo relationship. For example,
someone may just need me to listen
while they unload, but I've had a hard
day at work and I want to go to bed
early. Or someone may just need
fellowship and suggest we go shopping.
Being willing to go that second mile
brings real blessing.

One of the most difficult areas of
learning to serve for me has been
getting involved in the lives of other
people — especially other single girls.
Naturally a loner, I much prefer to
stay at home and escape in busyness
rather than get involved. As God
pushes me more and more into others’
lives, my loneliness and insecurity are
dissolving.

One Saturday not too long ago, I
agreed to go to the beach with a girl
from our fellowship. There was some
apprehension on my part, not knowing
exactly how to relate to her or what to
talk about. On the way she began
sharing some of her struggles with
submission and relationship and with
wanting to be married. I was able to
share with her what God was doing in
my life and how He was bringing
contentment and fulfillment. As a
result she was really helped and 1 was
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encouraged to see that God could use
me to minister in this way.

God is constantly teaching me new
things about serving. Another incident
that taught me something about the
nature of serving occurred one hectic
Saturday. Both Lydia and I had our
minds on the Hawaiian luau party we
were to attend that evening. We were
both wrapped up in our own little
worlds — trying to get our duties done
so we could spend time getting our-
selves ready for the party.

There were many needs, with the
children and the house, but instead of
finding out what things really needed
to be done that day I started helping
in the way I wanted to help. I was
afraid to ask what Lydia needed done
for fear that she would give me a job
that would require too much time or
energy.

About midway through all the
confusion we stopped for a talk and 1
realized that I had not really been
serving, for serving is doing what the
other person needs, the way he needs
and wants it done. Lydia also realized
that she had gotten caught up in all
her needs and had not considered
mine. The results were frustration,
irritability and a lack of peace. From
that point on we decided to try to
wake up every day with the attitude of
putting others first and trusting God
to meet our own needs.

This is not an easy goal to attain,
for it means dying to self. It may
sound great at first . . . until God
starts asking you to do it in little
practical ways! Learning to find fulfill-
ment in serving and laying down one’s
life is not just a goal for single people.
In marriage, too, each partner must be
willing to serve the other. In the Body
of Christ we are all called to serve one
another and lay down our lives for our
brothers and sisters. In fact, Jesus
made it very plain that only as we lose
our lives for one another in serving do
we find them.

One scripture that means so much
to me is Psalms 68:6, “God setteth the
solitary in families; he bringeth out
those which are bound with chains;
but the rebellious dwell in a dry land.”
Where once I felt independence and

developing my own interests were the
answer to a fulfilled life, now I know
the answer for me is learning how to
serve. My ministry first of all is serving
Dick and Lydia so that they can be
free to serve each other and those God
has placed under them. Second, it is to
serve my single girl friends and help
them to realize that they too can have
a satisfying, fulfilled life before
marriage. Third, it is to serve anyone
else, inside or outside the Body of
Christ, whom God shows me to serve.
In learning all this now, I will go
into marriage with a much more
mature attitude. Instead of using
marriage to escape from the
unpleasant things in life, I will go into
it with an attitude of serving my
husband, of being a helpmeet to him. I
am so thankful for this time of prepar-
ation, through Dick and Lydia’s
example and through God’s personal
dealings in my life. \
Yes, I am thankful God is bringing
me out of the dry land of indepen-
dence, rebellion and selfishness into
His kingdom of righteousness, peace
and joy. I can truly say that I have
never been happier in my life! ¥

EDITORIAL (Cant. from page 3)

to our readers. Role confusion is mani-
fested by the concept of unisex,
homosexuality, lesbianism, etc. Males
without maleness and females without
feminity is a serious confusion of our
time. The biblical teaching on divine
order, family, headship and covering is
not by intent or design an attempt to
decrease or minimize the place of
women in ministry or the church. The
Father is the designated head of our
Lord Jesus, who is the designated head
of the husband, who is the designated
head of the wife. This is God's order.

As you read this issue, keep the
distinction between ministry and
governmental function clear in your
mind. Every born-again, Spirit-filled
child of God, whether male or female
has opportunity — or rather an obliga-
tion — to move in the gifts, ministries
and operations of the Holy Spirit. This
is open to us all, regardless of sex, age,
education, etc. At the same time, we
believe an examination of the New
Testament record will reveal that it is
the man who is called to the govern-
ment of the church.
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What does the Bible tell us about the roles women
played in God‘s revelation of Himself? What can we
learn from the Scripture about the lives of women and
their ministry as they prepared for the King and His
kingdom? Answering these questions should help both
women and men, for progress in kingdom living hinges
upon effective growth through discovering God's will
and ways.

Bible Study answers are found on page 31.

1. How did God use these women of Old Testament
times?
a. Mother of Moses (Exodus 2:2—3)

b. Rahab (Joshua 2:1-24)

c. Deborah (Judges 4:4)

d. Hannah (7 Samuel 1:27-28)

e. Shunammite woman (2 Kings 4:8—11)
f. Ruth (Ruth 1:16—17)

g. Esther (Esther 4:8)

2. How did these women prove of service to God's
purpose during the earthly life of Jesus?
a. Elizabeth (Luke 1:57—60)

Mary (Luke 1:31)

Anna (Luke 2:36—38)

Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38—39)
Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:1)

(LI - N -

3. In what role did these women serve the early
church?
Rhoda (Acts 12:13)

Priscilla (Acts 18:26)

.

Dorcas (Acts 9:36)

Lydia (Acts 16:14—15)

e o0 g

Philip’s four daughters (Acts 27:8—9)

4. Proverbs 31 presents some teachings King Lemuel
learned through his mother's ministry. These
resulted in a beautiful evaluation of the role of wife
and mother. Read it and then fill in the answers
found there:
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a. What are five attributes of a godly woman?

W=

b. What were five activities of this godly woman?

1
2
3
4

5

c. What are five rewards this godly woman
received?

g s WN =

The Letters to the early churches presented
teaching regarding the ministry of women. Evi-
dently women were searching then, as they are
today, for their place in the body of Christ and
kingdom service. What do the below references tell
us?

1 Cor. 7:14—16.

1Cor. 11:7b

1Cor. 11:9

1 Cor. 11:3

1 Cor. 14:34—35

Gal. 3:28—29

Ephesians 5:22

Ephesians 6:1—2

1Tim. 2:9

1Tim. 2:12

1 Tim. 3:11

2 Tim. 1:5.

Titus 2:3—5.

By EToFe e a0 gp

1 Peter 3:1—4

In Hebrews 11, what two women were listed in the
role of the faithful?

What were Peter’s final words of advice to husbands
and wives? (7 Peter 3:8)
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WOMEN IN

MINISTRY

o alert Christian can deny that
Ntoday God is pressuring us into
more responsible relationships, both
with Him and with one another. As
scriptures speaking of authority, sub-
mission, order in the home and place-
ment in the body of Christ receive
fresh illumination by the Holy Spirit,
we are discovering how far we have
strayed from the scriptural pattern.

Like other Bible teachers, I receive a
constant stream of mail from both
men and women seeking to bring their
lives into conformity with these
illumined scriptures. Often, there are
no easy answers to their searching
questions, but we seek to share what
help and insight we can.

In this article we wish to focus
particular attention on the role of
women in ministry. Even before we
begin we must admit that some
Christians — even some whole denomi-
nations — have discarded scriptural
teaching in this area, concluding that
in matters pertaining to women the
Bible reflects an unacceptable male
chauvinist attitude, Still others would
dismiss the vitally different roles the
Bible authorizes for men and women
with a single, misappropriated scrip-
ture fragment: “There is no male and
female in Christ.” In this article we
make no apology for holding to the
authority of Scripture.
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GOD MADE THEM MALE AND
FEMALE

To understand the New Testament
teaching on the role and ministry of
women we must first accept the
wisdom and purpose of God in the
creation of the sexes. “Male and
female created He them” (Gen. 1:27).
Those sexual distinctions have a direct
bearing on the unique role every
Christian man and woman is to fulfill,

Personally, I feel much of the
current controversy concerning
women in ministry can be eliminated
through increased understanding of
both the privileges and the responsi-
bilities inherent in our sexual
identities. The Scriptures clearly reveal
that God has given woman a sheltered
place and has assigned her a protected
role in His redemptive plan. This
assignment is directly in keeping with
woman’s gentle, trusting nature and
her basic task as companion and help-
meet to man. But to rejoice in God’s
purposes, both men and women must
come to see that this sheltered,
subordinate and protected role in no
way signifies an inferior role.

For woman to find her place and
fulfill her role means security and
blessing. For her to reject that place
and rebel against that role means
frustration, heartache and tragedy.

The great emphasis in society and in
the church today in “equal rights for
women” often belittles or ignores the
important point we strive to make
here. While there is legitimate cause
for protest against genuine sexual
discrimination, much of the equal
rights clamor I hear reminds me of a
problem in my own childhood,

I was born the youngest of three
sons. As the “baby” in the family, I
often pouted and complained about
my “inferior” status. I felt deprived
because my ‘older brothers could ride
their bicycles in the street, go fishing
by themselves, stay up late, swim in
the deep end of the pool and enjoy
other freedoms I was denied because I
was ““too young.” Looking back, I see
how my status, rather than one of
deprivation, was one of extra privilege
and protection. I was excused from
heavy chores, shielded from hardship
and unpleasantness, escaped harsh
reprimand and often received added
love and attention by virtue of my
place as youngest son. So I grew up
with both the limitations and the
privileges of that God-given status.

I could no more alter the fact that I
was the “baby” brother in our family
than a woman can alter the fact that
she is born female. And fortunate is
the woman who learns to rejoice in her
God-given status; who accepts the

OCTOBER 1974



unique responsibilities and enjoys the
unique privileges it offers.

The psalm to a virtuous woman in
Proverbs 31:10-31 reveals both the
cherished value of a woman in God’s
sight, and the privileged place she
occupies under the protection of her
husband. In addition, the equality of
men and women in terms of their
spiritual inheritance — their salvation
and all the divine provision that goes
with it — is also emphasized in
Scripture.

There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither bond nor free, there
is neither male nor female; for ye
are all one in Christ Jesus.

And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye
Abraham’s seed, and heirs

according to the promise (Gal.
3:28-29).

Likewise, ye husbands, dwell
with them according to knowledge,
giving honour unto the wife, as
unto the weaker vessel, and as being
heirs together of the grace of life;
that your prayers be not hindered
(1 Peter 3:7).

Both Paul and Peter make it clear
that as to their inheritance in Christ,
men and women are of equal worth.
But equal worth does not imply equal
function. As we have already stated,
the place of women in ministry is not
based on their inheritance in the
kingdom of God, but rather on their
God-given role as women.

SCRIPTURAL MINISTRIES FOR
WOMEN

As we examine the scriptural
ministries women can safely assume,
we see how those ministries conform
to the sheltered, protected role God
has reserved for them.

1. Women can minister spiritual
gifts. Women, including Mary the
mother of Jesus, were present among
the one hundred and twenty on the
day of Pentecost, and they received
the Holy Spirit with the evidence of
speaking in tongues the same as the
men. Therefore, both men and women
began to minister the gifts of the Holy
Spirit from the moment they were
first bestowed upon the church (Acts
1:14, 2:4).
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Then, in Acts 21:8—9 we read how
Philip, the evangelist, had four
unmarried daughters (living at home
under the spiritual protection of their
father) who prophesied. Also Paul
speaks of women praying and
prophesying, provided they are under
the proper covering of authority when

they exercise the gift (1 Cor.
11:5-10).
2. Women can minister in the

company of and subject to the
authority of their husbands. Aquila
and Priscilla are one such husband and
wife team mentioned in Scripture.
They were tentmakers in Corinth with
whom Paul lived and ministered (Acts
18:1—3, 18). After Paul left them at
Ephesus, they encountered Apollos, a
Christian teacher, and were able to
“expound unto him the way of God
more perfectly” (Acts 18:26).

It is clear from Scripture that
Priscilla shared in the task of
instructing Apollos in matters of
Christian doctrine. It seems, therefore,
that a wife ministering under the
authority and covering of her husband
and while in his presence, has
privileges of ministry that are for-
bidden women otherwise. In such cir-
cumstances she is able to share fully in
ministry without stepping outside the
protected, subordinate role God
intends for her. This husband and wife
team is mentioned several times in
Scripture, always together.

3. Older women can teach younger
women and children. In the epistle of
Titus, Paul admonishes Titus to teach
not only men but . . .

The aged women likewise, that
they be in behavior as becometh
holiness, not false accusers, not
given to much wine, teachers of
good things; that they may teach
the young women to be sober, to
love their husbands, to love their
children, to be discreet, chaste,
keepers at home, good, obedient to
their own husbands, that the word
of God be not blasphemed (Titus
2:3-5).

Note how the teaching of older
women for younger women centers on
the role of wife and mother.

This scripture, added to the admoni-

tion for children to obey their parents
found in Ephesians 6:1, indicates it is
proper for women to teach other
women and children, provided they
teach under the spiritual authority of
their husband or pastor.

4. Women can minister to those
who minister, providing care and
hospitality for them. Paul mentions
several women who helped him in this
way. For example,

| commend unto you Phebe our
sister, which is a servant of the
church which is at Cenchrea: that
ye receive her in the Lord, as
becometh saints, and that ye assist
her in whatsoever business she hath
need of you: for she hath been
succourer of many, and of myself
also (Romans 16:1-2).

SCRIPTURAL MINISTRIES
RESERVED FOR MEN ONLY

Let us now consider those ministries
which are not open to women. Once
more we need to recognize how these
restraints in no way indicate discrim-
ination. Rather they are additional
safeguards enabling women to abide in
her sheltered place and fulfill her
protected role as companion and help-
meet to man.

1. The office of elder, pastor or
shepherd. Government (the admini-
stration of rule and oversight). by
God’s design, is a masculine responsi-
bility. The Scriptures clearly insist that
women are excluded from ministries
which include rulership and govern-
ment. Since the ministry of elder,
pastor or shepherd is the highest ruler-
ship office described in the New
Testament, it is reserved for men.

This is a true saying, if a man
[not a woman] desire the office of
a bishop [elder or pastor], he [not
she] desireth a good work. A
bishop [elder or pastor] then must
be blameless, the husband of one
wife [not the wife of one husband]
vigilant, sober, of good behavior,
given to hospitality, apt to
teach . . . One that ruleth well his
own house [women are not rulers
of the home] (1 Tim. 3:1-4).

2. Women are not to teach since it
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puts them in a position of authority
over men.

Let your women keep silence in
the churches: for it is not permitted
unto them to speak; but they are
commanded to be under
obedience . (1 Cor. 14:34).

Let the woman learn in silence
with all subjection. But | suffer not
a woman to teach, nor to usurp
authority over the man, but to be
in silence. For Adam was first
formed, then Eve. And Adam was
not deceived, but the woman being
deceived was in the transgression (1
Tim. 2:11-14).

Since the scriptural role for women
is a protected, subordinate one, the
moment she begins to teach or preach
to men, she forsakes that sheltered
status and assumes (unless she’s part of
a husband/wife team like Priscilla and
Aquila) an authority which is outside
God’s will and protection and thus
becomes a target for deception.

This is what Paul is reminding us of
in verses 13 and 14 when he says, “For
Adam was first formed, then Eve. And
Adam was not deceived, but the
woman being deceived was in the
transgression.” In the Genesis story
when Eve (due to Adam’s negligence)
assumed the decision-making,
authoritative role of head of the house
and tried to deal with the serpent, her
gentle trusting nature was no match
for that wily creature. He tricked her;
she believed his lie; and she fell —all
because she was trying to fulfill a role
God never intended for her.

And again it is for the protection
and preservation of that gentle
feminine nature that God provided the
next restraint.

3. Women are forbidden to rule
their own households, even if the
husband is not a Christian.

Likewise, ye wives, be in
subjection to your own husbands;
that, if any obey not the word,
they also may without the word be
won by the conversation of the
wives . . .(1 Peter 3:1).

Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands, as unto the
Lord . . . Therefore as the church
is subject unto Christ, so let the
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wives be to their own husbands in
everything (Eph. 5:22, 24).

Woman’s gentle nature reguires the
spiritual protection of male authority
and covering. Thus God insists that
women look to their husbands as the
authority and covering He has
provided. That is the way God
intended it from the beginning.

Since it is God’s authority in the
husband which provides the
protection, notice that the admonition
for wives to submit is not based on
whether the husband is good or
Christian; her submission is “as unto
the Lord.” By submitting to her
husband, she submits to God. By
rebelling against her husband, she
rebels against God, is left without
covering and is open to deception.

Experience sadly confirms the
dangers a woman faces when she leaves
her protected position and rebels
against her subordinate role.

Some time ago, a distraught
husband told me this story: For years
he and his wife, both Christians, had
enjoyed a happy marriage. Then his
wife began attending a women’s group
taught by an itinerant Bible teacher.
The wife began finding “new insights
in the Word” and began to speak of
her desire to *“serve the Lord more
fully.”

“She claimed God was going to give
her an important ministry,” the
husband said. “I tried to tell her that
being a Christian wife and mother was
a God-given ministry, but she just
shook her head and exclaimed, ‘That’s
not enough!” ™

As time passed, her husband noticed
her behavior undergoing a change. She
would spend hours in her room
reading and praying, even to the point
of neglecting her duties as a wife and
mother.

“I knew something was wrong,” the
husband lamented, “but I did not
know what it was until the day she
confronted me with her ‘revelation.” ”

* ‘George,’ she began, ‘I know you
and the children will not understand

what I am about to tell you. In fact,
God told me you wouldn't under-

stand. Nevertheless, God has shown
me my mission in life. He says | am to

leave you and the children and become
the assistant to the minister
conducting our weekly Bible studies. |
must obey the voice of God, even if it
hurts you and the children; so I want
a divorce.” ™

The woman’s deception began with
the desire to be the spiritual leader in
her family, and to have “a special
ministry.” Rebelling against her role as
a Christian wife and mother, she
rebelled against God, and her rebellion
opened her to deception.

The problems confronting scrip-
turally—unauthorized female ministries,
and the difficulties erupting in areas
where such ministries exist, are
alarmingly numerous. Spiritual leaders
in almost every city I visit these days
testify to difficulties involving women
in leadership.

In light of what God is showing us
about submission, it seems sheer folly
for a woman to attempt leadership in
an area where scripturally women’s
leadership is prohibited. She will
inevitably succumb to some form of
deception.

I know some fine Christian women
deeply committed to Jesus Christ,
whose personal lives are exemplary in
many ways, but who have moved into
positions of spiritual authority over
men saying, “*God called me to teach.”

In each case 1 have in mind, the
husband is a retiring man who has
abdicated spiritual leadership in his
own home and is completely over-
shadowed by his wife. One woman
says God has called her to minister
only to pastors and ministers because
her ministry is too important for mere
laymen.

Since such a position is completely
contrary to Scripture (which clearly
forbids women to assume positions of
spiritual oversight) and since the
women we speak of are already in
error on this point, it appears certain
they will fall into further deception.
Indeed, some already have. One
embraces a belief in reincarnation and
another sweetly shares her conviction
that eventually “everyone will be
saved.” Both the doctrine of reincar-
nation and the doctrine of ultimate
reconciliation are abominable heresies
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in the sight of God, since both deny
the efficacy of Jesus’ death on the
CTOSs.

Does this mean that every woman in
ministry is already in deception and
error? Not necessarily, but such
examples clearly warn of the dangers
every uncovered female ministry faces
and suggest the tragedies which
inevitably lie ahead.

Any ministry in deception, no
matter the blessings or miracles it may
produce, has within it the seeds of its
own destruction. Many of us can
testify to the collapse of various
endeavors built on the ministry of
women who assumed authority God
never intended them to hold.

So let us thank God for the
sheltered position He has reserved for
women. Let us be grateful for the
precious ministries they are called to
preform under the covering of their
husbands and pastors, the men to
whom God has entrusted all matters of
spiritual government and oversight.

BUT WHAT ABOUT THE
EXCEPTIONS?

Each time efforts are made to apply
a significant spiritual principle,
successful ministries which seem to
deny the principle are immediately
apparent. What about these
exceptions?

First, we must admit that God is
sovereign. He can allow exceptions if
He chooses and obviously, He some-
times chooses. As Bob Mumford
points out, “God always reserves for
Himself a sovereign two percent.”
Those exceptions, I suspect, help keep
us from becoming dogmatic legalists.

On the other hand, we have no
scriptural warrant for endorsing or
encouraging exceptions. We don’t
teach exceptions, we teach principles.
And obedient Christians don’t follow
exceptions, they follow principles.

One notable exception to the
scriptural limitations on women in
ministry today appears to be the
ministry of Miss Kathryn Kuhlman.

“What about Kathryn Kuhlman?” I
am frequently asked.

I have nothing but the deepest
admiration for the ministry of
NEW WINE

Kathryn Kuhlman. I believe she is
endeavoring to walk faithfully before
God in the exercise of her remarkable
ministry. Perhaps she is an exception.

But let us note that the ministry of
Kathryn Kuhlman, Billy Graham and
Oral Roberts all originated over
twenty-five vears ago. Those great
individualistic ministries were born out
of the womb of earlier spiritual
revelation. A quarter of a century has
passed since they rose to prominence
and many fresh revelations and
insights from the Word of God have
been added to our storehouse of
spiritual truth since then. We have a
whole new generation of Christians
today. The charismatic movement has
reached worldwide proportions since
then and the church stands at a
different spiritual threshold.

‘ Personally, I do not believe there will
be another Kathryn Kuhlman, another
Billy Graham, or another Oral
Roberts. Today, the emphasis of the
Holy Spirit does not rest on great
individualistic ministries but on
corporate ministry. This is the day of
body ministry.

Since this generation is experiencing
unprecedented supernatural spiritual
activity, both of a divine and a
demonic nature, and since the
intensity of our spiritual warfare
increases daily, it is a time when of
necessity we must be drawn together
in responsible relationships and must
clearly recognize lines of spiritual
authority.

So Kathryn Kuhlman’s ministry
does not concern me. My concern is
for ambitious Christian women who,
using Kathryn Kuhlman’s ministry as
justification, ignore present truth and
seek spiritual ministry and authority
clearly outside scriptural boundaries.

Fresh revelation requires fresh
obedience. As Derek Prince has
observed, *“The further we go with
God, the fewer our options.” Today’s
ministries are to be measured by the
standard of today’s revelation, not by
the standard of a generation ago.
Methods of ministry which were sound
and safe twenty-five years ago may be
neither sound nor safe today. It is my
personal conviction that any unsub-

mitted, uncovered ministry, male or
female, appearing on the religious
horizon today, lacks the full
protection of the Holy Spirit. And no
matter how successful or powerful,
that ministry faces far greater danger of
deception and destruction than it
would have faced twenty-five years
ago.

WHAT ABOUT SINGLE WOMEN AND

WIVES OF UNSAVED OR
INDIFFERENT HUSBANDS?

The Bible speaks about women
mostly in relationship to husbands
because in the normal course of events
most women marry. For the
unmarried woman (including divor-
cees and widows), the spiritual
covering must be found elsewhere.
Logical sources include pastors, elders
of house churches, and male leadership
of Christian households and Christian
communities.

Since genuine spiritual authority
cannot be imposed, the responsibility
for finding her covering rests with the
woman. | believe every unmarried
Christian woman can find the
sheltered place where she can exercise
any scriptural ministry she has been
given. The danger lies in assuming that
since she is unmarried, she doesn’t
need or cannot expect to find such
covering.

From the scriptural example of
Priscilla and Aquila it appears that a
woman whose husband is in ministry
has privileges of ministry herself
beyond those afforded the unmarried
woman, the wife of an unsaved
husband, or the wife of a saved but
spiritually-ineffective husband. In
other words, the biblical endorsement
of a woman’s ministry is measured by
the adequacy of her spiritual covering.

While today, only a small
percentage of Christian women seem
to enjoy the status of a Priscilla,
sharing ministry with their husbands,
for countless others such a role is a
reasonable possibility. Many young
single women will find Christian
husbands and with them will develop
fruitful, scriptural ministries. Even
women with unsaved husbands, who
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faithfully submit to those husbands
and carefully avoid usurping spiritual
leadership, can hasten the day their
husbands accept Christ and assume the
responsibilities inherent in their role as
Christian husbands (See 1 Peter
3:1-2).

But what about the woman whose
Christian husband refuses spiritual
leadership, even in his own home?
Eager to serve God and impatient with
their spiritually-slothful husbands,
many such wives are tempted to
assume authority and ministry which
intensify, rather than solve, their
problems.” The power of that subtle
temptation is almost impossible to
resist. In such cases women feel so
justified in “taking over.”

Thankfully, increasing numbers of
them, after years of attempting leader-
ship because their husbands would
not, are realizing that as long as they
occupy the spiritual driver’s seat, there
is no room there for the husband.
Many are abandoning their
unscriptural role and are beginning to
reap the rewards of submission.

I know of a woman Bible teacher of
considerable reputation whose greatest
disappointment was that her Christian
husband showed so little enthusiasm
for the things of God. He seldom
travelled with her and offered only
token participation in the meetings she
held at home.

Eventually, this woman realized she
had usurped the spiritual leadership of
her own home. Summoning her
courage she confessed to her husband.

“Honey, I'm giving up the out-of-
town Bible studies,” she declared.
“And I'm turning the one that meets
here in our house over to you. The
Bible says vou are the spiritual head of
the house.”

The first few meetings the wife was
dismayed at the falteririg attempts of
her husband to lead. Nevertheless, she
held to her decision. God greatly
honored her submission and within a
year her husband’s ability as a Bible
teacher exceeded her own. Today, that
wise Christian woman rejoices in her
sheltered role of assisting her husband
in his own powerful ministry.

WHAT ARE WE TO DO?

Most of us realize by now that
much current ministry does not fulfill
scriptural requirements. Like other
problems in the body of Christ, this is
cause for concern but not despair,
Recognition of problems must neces-
sarily precede their solution.

This disparity between the way
things ought to be and the way things
are I call “the gap between revelation
and realization.” But let us remember,
God doesn’t turn on the light to
hinder but to help.

Specific suggestions for correcting
the problem of unscriptural female
ministries could vary from extreme to
ineffectual, from radical to ridiculous.

But every situation needing
correction must be dealt with in its
own unique context. While quick and
revolutionary changes may not be
feasible, I believe that every Christian
woman in a spiritually unprotected
place or ministry, with God’s help, can
find the full shelter and protection
God intends for her.'¥

WOMANHOOD

(Continued from page 5).

comes from her daily devotion to the
Lord and to her family (v.17). This
same strength brings her through trials
and tribulations, but she never makes
an open display of spirituality,

In verse 20 we see that she is a
woman aware of the needs of others
and ministers to those needs. Verse 21
shows us an example of faith and
works for her family.

Home decorating and personal
appearance were important to the
Proverbs’ lady (v.22). I believe our
homes should radiate a sense of taste
and express the personality of those
who live there. We need to ask our-
selves, am [ reflecting love and respect
for God and my husband by my
manner of dress? Is my husband
pleased with my appearance? Am I
reflecting self-control, or has my daily
routine become such a burden that I
have allowed my body to become limp
or overweight from lack of exercise?

Above all else, the Proverbs’ lady
found fulfillment and great joy, for
22

verse 23 says that her husband is
“known in the gates and sits among
the elders of the land.” Her husband
has found his place of service in the
body of Christ. This brings great joy to
the heart of every wife.

Verse 26 says she is a woman who
has learned to control her tongue.
“She opens her mouth with skillful
and godly wisdom.”

The Proverbs’ lady was more than
“just a housewife.” She made a career
of being a homemaker. We see in
verse 27 that she is not idle, discon-
tent, nor does she gossip or indulge in
self-pity. I do not picture the Proverbs’
lady as a woman who is thirty pounds
overweight, seated in front of the TV
six hours a day watching soapbox
Annie marry her ninth husband! Do
you?

Boredom and fatigue are two deadly
enemies to women in America today.
Large numbers of American women
work outside the home — a few from
necessity: many, many more to escape
the humdrum of being “just a house-
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wife.”” There are more women
alcoholics today than ever before in
the history of our country. These are

women who do not know the meaning
of fulfillment. I feel deep compassion
for them. They have not discovered
the only one who can truly save them
— Jesus!

As women, our tasks are more
complicated and exhausting than ever,
and all that the world has to offer
cannot satisfy or fulfill us. Only Jesus
Christ and the power of the Holy
Spirit can equip us to handle the
challenge before us this very day.

I know the balanced life of the
Proverbs’ lady worked for her, and it
will work for you and me. How do |
know it worked for her? Her husband
and her children praised her, saying,
“You excel them all” (v.29-31).

“A virtuous and worthy wife —
earnest and strong in character — is a
crowning joy to her husband. . .”
(Proverbs 12:4),

O, Lord, help me to be as the
Proverbs’ lady. ¥
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NEW VISION FOR
TELEVISION

Several years ago Don Basham, Bob Mumford,
Derek Prince and Charles Simpson began to feel a
burden to provide teaching via video tape to portions
of the body of Christ where they themselves were
unable to visit for extended teaching sessions. Since
that time, video teaching tapes by these four men and
other capable teachers have been circulating around
the country under the direction of Video Ministries, a
corporation designed to produce, distribute and main-
tain a library of selected teaching. The response has
been outstanding.

In recent months, Christian Growth Ministries has
taken over the responsibility of caring for the video
tape ministry. Since we have begun to share in this
ministry, there has been a growing revelation of the
exciting potential of video tapes and of the crying
need for the teaching that needs to be made available.

Television, as a means of spreading the gospel of the
Kingdom, is beginning to open in three areas. Broad-
cast, in the form of Christian television stations and
leased time on secular stations; c/osed circuit, making
available presentations in churches, prayer groups, and
small groups; and most recently, the growing number
of cable television systems that are opening up around
the nation.

In the field of cablevision alone, there are almost
3000 operating companies serving over 5000 commun-
ities all over the nation. The subscribers to these
companies represent over 10% of the US viewing
population, Apart from these commercial networks,
many institutions, such as colleges, hospitals, jails and
condominiums have their own cable networks. Most of
these networks, both commercial and private, are in
need of programming that will be able to fill large time
blocks during the day and evenings. Seeing this
opportunity, Christian groups around the country are offering to sponsor Christian programming if these networks will
provide the time to air it. Many cable companies are already interested in obtaining several hours a week of regular
Christian programming; and if a successful package of programs can be produced, many more companies will follow suit. If
you or your group is interested in this opportunity, please contact us.

Seeing the response of our readers to New Wine, and judging the magnitude of the purchase of books and audio tapes,
we are beginning to feel the crying need from around the nation and the world for the teaching that can be provided
through video tapes.

In the light of this, we are feeling the burden not only to produce more video tapes, but to produce tapes that will
capture the message for God's people as He is speaking it through His servants today. To do this, we are in need of video
and television equipment that will enable us to produce the video tapes for closed circuit presentations to small groups,
broadcast on the television airways, and presentation on cable networks to help spread the gospel of the Kingdom every
place there is a need.

Since you, our New Wine readers, have been the recipients of much of this teaching, we felt we should share the burden
with you as you might want to share financially in this endeavor.

Send contributions or write for information to:  Christian Growth Ministries, Video Outreach, P.O. Box 22888, Fort
Lauderdale, Florida 33315.
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God intends to infiltrate
every area of our lives.

Kingdom of God

Fourth in a series of six articles
on the kingdom of God.

ESTABLISH

THE

by Charles Simpson

KINGDOM |

For a child will be born to us, a
son will be given to us; and the
government will rest on His
shoulders; and His name will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Eternal Father, Prince of
Peace. There will be no end to the
increase of His government or of
peace, on the throne of David and
over His kingdom, to establish it
and to uphold it with justice and
righteousness from then on and for-
evermore (lsaiah 9:6—7, NAS).

Isaiah prophesied that Messiah
would reign as King and establish His
kingdom. Whenever Jesus is recognized
as Lord, He immediately sets out to
set things in order on a firm founda-
tion. The results are justice and peace.

When one accepts Jesus as Lord, he
receives the promise of kingdom life.
But between receiving that promise
and entering into its reality, there is
the establishing process. Establishing
involves being founded in the truth
and maturing under proper oversight.
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BEING RULED PHEPAHED TO RULE RULING THE
INHERITANCE
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oot
Promise Establishment Possession

The above diagram is as true of us in
our journey into the purpose of God
as it was for the Israelites led by Moses
during their journey to the Promised
Land. The Lord Jesus will not entrust
spiritual authority to an unprepared
people.

The Scriptures remind us that the
people of this world are often wiser
than are Christians. No natural govern-
ment would expect to conquer and
rule an area without preparing the
conquerors. Communism has as its
announced goal to control the world.
However, it does not immediately
confront the central government of a

nation with open war. Rather, com-

munism establishes small cells in each
village and city. These cells become a
government over those who adhere to
communism. As communism spreads
its influence, it governs more people.
Eventually, the time comes when the
communist party in a nation will
govern a significant number of people.
Its adherents are dedicated and disci-
plined to their eventual takeover of

power,
Meanwhile, the functioning govern-
ment is losing touch with those

influenced by communism. The
government’s image has been tarnished
by propoganda, in addition to its own
inadequacies and failures. Finally, the
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communist party and communist
nations recognize the communist
leadership as the -“legitimate govern-
ment of the people” in that country.
Then there is a state within the state.

When the communists are ready
there will be a coup. The former
government will have been subverted
and conquered. When the communists
conquer, they will not have to set up a
government; it will have already been
established and prepared to function.
Indeed, it has already been func-
tioning. Moving into the court houses
and governing offices are mere
formalities.

Many Christians are naively waiting
for Jesus to come and confront the
corrupt governments of this world
who are bound in an antichrist, anti-
God system, They imagine that He will
meet the opposition at Armageddon,
defeat them, then on the spot turn the
nations over to well-meaning, average
church member Christians to rule. The
millenium would be over before it
started. The Lord’s kingdom is now.
He rules now and any additional
authority will be given to those who
are faithful now.

The Lord is establishing His govern-
ment in every village and city. The
church is a state within the state. In
God’s time there will be a confronta-
tion between the Lord Jesus, the
legitimate possessor of all authority,
and the self-seeking, God-defying,
Satan-inspired opposition. Jesus will
come with armies (Revelation
19:10-21). He will conquer. The Lord
will then delegate rule to His kingdom,
To whom will He give it? He will give
the kingdom to those who are already
established and ruling under His
lordship. To them will He give
authority over the nations (Revelation
2:26). Radical? Yes, it is. Christianity
is in a warfare for stewardship over
creation. Adam forfeited his right to
rule. Another Adam came who is
worthy. This is the kind of thinking
which got many first-century Christians
killed.

OBSTACLES TO ESTABLISHMENT

Blessed is the man who
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perseveres under trial, because
when he has stood the test, he will
receive the victor’s crown, the life
God has promised to those who
love him (James 1:12 New Inter-
national Version).

Before receiving “the life God has
promised.” there is trial. Persevering
under trial means that it is either
conquer or be conquered. One can
only master life by the grace of God.
Those who conquer trial by the grace
of God, will rule by the grace of God.

Moses was such a man. After forty
years of life in Egyptian royalty, he
chose to identify with God’s people in
slavery rather than to enjoy the
kingdom of this world. He desired to
see Israel capable of settling its own
disputes and exercising self-
government; and this desire caused
him to be exiled. In the wilderness,
where he spent forty years, he learned
to overcome the wilds of the desert.
He returned to Egypt to lead the
Israelites to freedom.

The Scriptures say that Moses was
faithful (Hebrews 3:5). Moses’ faith-
fulness in establishing Israel in the
wilderness is astounding when one
considers the obstacles. Israel was
immature, both in spiritual and natural
government. Slavery had dulled and
nearly destroyed their capacity to
think for themselves, make decisions,
and carry them out.

In addition to Israel’s undisciplined
immaturity, was the hostility of the
natural environment. This environ-
mental hostility forced Israel and
Moses to seek God for solutions.
These solutions served to bring them
into an order, a functioning govern-
ment, Once the kingdom functioned in
the wilderness, it would be ready to
function in Canaan. Future fulfillment
depends upon present preparation and
obedience.

When [Israel left Egypt it was
unranked. No one knew his place.
Proven leadership had not yet
emerged. They were a glorious mob
surging forward. They just as often
followed the crowd mood as Moses’
example. Whispers and murmurs swept
through the crowd quoting “unidenti-
fied sources.” Often such rumors

affected their willingness to follow
their leader.

Practically the whole of Israel was
doubleminded. They continually tried
to walk forward while looking back.
They could still taste the garlic and
onions. They remembered the smell of
meat cooking in the evening breeze.

A comprehensive list of obstacles to
Moses’ success would be as long as the
list of the people he led. But, *he was
faithful.” What a profound statement.
He had the impossible job of changing
that mob of slaves into an army and a
nation. It could have been done in a
few weeks had the people obeyed.
However, the fact that he did it in
forty years is an accomplishment
appreciated by every subsequent
generation.

Immaturity, hostility, mob rule and
doublemindedness are just some of the
problems that face this generation’s
leaders in their quest to see God
establish His people. We do not merely
have problems, we are problems. But
by God’s grace we can be ruled, and
learn to rule in preparartion for His
return.

SHARING AUTHORITY

In Egypt, Israel had been dominated
for the purpose of keeping them from
attaining authority. Now Moses used
discipline to bring them to the
capability of exercising authority. It is
often difficult to see the difference
between domination and discipline.
Many people reject discipline in fear of
domination. The attitude, motive and
results are entirely different. The basic
difference is this: domination destroys
the free will; discipline shapes the free
will toward maturity,

Submission to authority is required
before one is ready to assume
authority. When one submits, the
discipline process begins to shape the
submitted one toward maturity, and
the eventual exercise of authority.
The submitted one does so voluntarily
and he is free to turn away at any
time. Jesus said to His disciples on one
occasion, “Will you go away also?”
(John 6:67). Discipline is openhanded
and open-faced.
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Coming under discipline is the result
of our own priestly ministry or access
to God. We are a kingdom of priests.
That is, we are priests who function
under a government. Israel also was
called to be a kingdom of priests. See
Exodus 19:6 and 1 Peter 2:9. The
more we exercise our personal rela-
tionship to God, the more submissive
to authority we will become. Then, we
will be entrusted with greater
authority. Always a person has the
freedom to turn away from authority.
At times Israel did — but the conse-
quences were always serious.

It is the nature of Satan to grasp for
authority (Isaiah 14:12-15). It is the
nature of God to share authority with
faithful stewards (Genesis 1:26—30). I
would be careful of submitting to one

who aggressively sought my
submission.
Exodus 18:10-12 records the

conversion of Jethro, Moses’ father-in-
law. Zipporah, Moses’ wife, had
resisted Moses’ leadership calling and
Moses sent her home to Jethro, along
with their sons. Soon after Israel’s
deliverance, Jethro (a Midianite priest)
came to Moses bringing Zipporah
back. After hearing Moses’ testimony
and seeing the results, he acknowl-
edged God and offered sacrifice to
Him.

The next day, Jethro watched
Moses judge Israel. Moses sat all day
inquiring of the Lord and counseling
the people in their problems and
disputes. It was natural that all the
people should gravitate to Moses for
help since he knew the voice of the
Lord . .. he had had the great
burning bush experience . . . he had
the authority. He also had all the
responsibility and it was killing him.
Authority and responsibility cannot be
divorced. If you want one, you have to
accept the other.

“The thing you are doing is not
good,” Jethro warned. “You will
surely wear out, both yourself and
these people who are with you; for the
task is too heavy for you. You cannot
do it alone” (Exodus 18:17—18). It
looks good to be the busy heroic
leader, “bearing all the load for Jesus.”
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But is is not good. The leader suffers
and so do the people. One man cannot
do it all.

Several years ago I learned Jethro’s
lesson on a much smaller scale. I was
not establishing people to take
responsibility. I ran “Simpson’s
Nursery.” Everybody brought their
spiritual babies to me. Now I love
babies. I fed them, changed them,
burped them and rocked them. Soon 1
ceased to look like a “bride.” and
began to look like a haggard house-
wife. I was like the old woman who
lived in a shoe. . . I had so many
children that 1 didn’t know what to
do. And all the time I was praying for
more! My spiritual children continued
having more babies, bringing them to
me to raise. Soon I had enjoyed all I
could stand. The burping, crying and
changing took the romance out of my
Christian life.

“Lord, what’s happening to me? I
don’t have time to pray. | eat spiritual
snacks and feel ‘run down’ all the
time.”

“You don’t have to raise your
grandchildren . . . the Lord
impressed on me.

“What? You mean I don’t have to
raise all those spiritual babies? You
won’t be angry?”

“No. Besides, you can’t; it’s not My
way. Let your children raise their own
children. . .” That revelation saved
my life. Some of my spiritual children
accepted this — some didn’t. In either
case, | was free.

“Pastor, look what I have brought
you. . . a new baby! We just led him

to the Lord! Here he is. . . all
yours . . . hallelujah!”

Frequently on Sundays 1 found
babies left at the altar with a note in
the basket: “I had it, but couldn’t
raise it. Please take care of it and send
it to college.”

Sometimes | could find the fruitful
parent before he or she left the
premises . . . “Is this your baby?”

“Why,Oh. . .yes. . .”

*“I want you to take it home with
you and take care of it,” I exhorted.

“But what will I do? I don’t know
how. It cries. . .”

“You will pray a lot and study your

Bible. You will cry with it sometimes.
You will grow up raising your own
children.”

If young people could have children
and bring them home to mom and dad
to raise, we would soon have an
irresponsible, chaotic society. True,
some people are not mature enough to
raise their children, and the children
are better off adopted. But our goal
must be to teach people to share
authority and responsibility.

Returing to Moses and Jethro, we
find the latter counseling Moses,
“Teach .them the statutes and laws,
and make known to them the way in
which they should walk. Select out of
all the people able men who fear God,
men of truth, those who hate dis-
honest gain; and you shall place these
over the people as leaders of
thousands, hundreds, and tens”
(Exodus18:20-21).

It takes more faith to trust God to
lead others than it does to trust His
leadership in your own life. But if we
follow God, we will learn to trust
others. Moses had to learn that.

Teaching is the necessary beginning
to delegating authority and estab-
lishing government. Ezra followed that
process (Ezra 7:10,25). Paul instructed
Timothy to teach faithful men who
could teach others (2 Timothy 2:2).

Soon Israel was structured from
tens to thousands. As each man found
his place in government, more and
more problems were solved out where
the problems were. Thus the people
matured. Moses gave himself to the
Lord. Peace and justice resulted. These
same principles were applied by the
apostles 1500 years later (Acts
6:1-7).

In Exodus 23:29-30, God
informed Moses that He would not
drive their enemies out of Canaan in a
single year, lest Israel get more terri-
tory than it could govern. He would
drive out their enemies little by little,
so that they could possess and culti-
vate the land as they conquered it. As
Christians we have often been better at
conquering than possessing and culti-
vating. When we achieve more than we
can rule, we prove ourselves unworthy.
When we rule well, God adds to our
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sphere of oversight. Ours is not to
achieve; but rule well. God will not
put a glutton in charge of the candy
store.

THE ARK IN THE CENTER

Many years before Moses’ genera-
tion, God had instructed Noah to
build an ark. After it was complete,
Noah's family got into it and were
spared in the great flood. Now God
told Moses to build another ark . . .
this one was much smaller — 45 inches
long by 27 inches wide and 27 inches
high — and place it in a tabernacle. So
Moses built the tabernacle and Israel
camped around it.

The first ark is the story of being
delivered in Christ, The second ark is
the story of Christ in the midst of His
people delivering them. Both are appli-
cable to us. (1) When we trust Jesus,
we are placed in Him for salvation. (2)
As we gather with the church, God’s
people, Christ is in our midst to direct
the way of salvation. All authority
proceeds from His lordship. The
authority to establish a people does
not come from secondhand theories,
or even secondhand truth. Authority
proceeds directly from the throne of
God. Idea is not authorization — not
even a good idea.

“Come up to the Lord. . .” These
words introduce Exodus 24, and the
story of the second ark. Moses and the
seventy elders worshiped God on the
slopes of Sinai. They saw the smoke,
the radiance, the awesomeness of
God’s presence. There was God . . .
just up the slope of the trembling
mountain. Six days they ate and drank
in His presence.

Then, again, He said to Moses,
“Come up to me. ..” Moses and
Joshua climbed up the mountain and
disappeared in the cloud for forty
days. During those forty days God
gave Moses a detailed plan for the
tabernacle, which was to be a movable
sanctuary, that could be carried on the
journey. Moses received two eternally
significant revelations on the mountain
— the law and the tabernacle. The law
was broken even while it was being
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given, The tabernacle would be the
place where grace and forgiveness
could be found. These are balancing
revelations of God’s nature.

The ark, boards, bars, curtains,
furniture, garments, sacrifices, altars,
oils and incense for the tabernacle
were all described to Moses in detail.
Spirit-filled craftsmen were named by
God to do the job (Exodus 31:2-3).
All of it would be a foretype of God’s
incarnation in Christ.

The tabernacle was to have an outer
court and an inner sanctuary, which
was composed of the holy place and
the most holy place. The most holy
place was separated by a very thick
veil. No one but the high priest would
ever go in there and he only once a
year with the blood of atonement.
There was only one piece of furniture
in the holy of holies — the ark. This
was made of wood overlaid with gold
inside and out. In the ark was Aaron’s
rod, the tables of stone and a pot of
manna. The ark was the most holy of
all Jewish possessions. Here was the
mysterious representation of the
incarnate Christ . God’s
authority . . . God’s Word . . . God’s
life made flesh. Upon the ark was the
mercy seat, a golden altar. A golden
cherub at each end bent over the altar
upon the mercy seat. The cherubim
looked down upon the altar with out-
stretched wings in wonder at the
mystery of reconciliation. Their out-
stretched wings covered the altar.
When the high priest sprinkled the
blood on the altar, the glory of God
filled and illuminated the room.

And there will | meet with you
from above the mercy seat, from
between the cherubim; which are
upon the ark of the testimony. |
will speak to you about all that |
will give you in commandment for
the sons of Israel. (Exodus 25:22
NAS).

Moses faithfully built the taber-
nacle. He placed everything in its
designated place. The ark was in the
center of Israel. The incarnation, the
Word, the authority, the life, the
mercy and the glory. On the north
camped three tribes, on the east three

tribes, on the west three tribes and on
the south three tribes. Each tribe
camped under its banner, and behind
its leaders. Captains of thousands
stood near the tabernacle, back of
them captains of hundreds, and still
farther back captains of tens. Each
man, each family in its place.

It all sounds so neat and simple that
we tend to say, “I wish our group was
like that.” Such accomplishment does
not come by wishing. The Scripture
records that it was indeed an awesome
task filled with trial, threatened
mutiny, plagues, judgments — and all
this in a desert! That is why God’s
evaluation of man’s faithfulness is
more than a theology test or a creed
recital — it is the house that He builds,
“If a man does not know how to rule
his own house, how can he rule the
house of God?” This question was
raised by Paul in talking to Timothy.

“By wisdom the house is builded!”
Solomon made this statement and he
should have known for it was he who
built the glorious temple in Jerusalem
and set his generation’s kingdom in
order. A queen from the south named
Sheba heard that Solomon was a wise
man. She came up to test his wisdom.
When she saw the house he had built,
the food on his table, the seating of his
servants, attendance of his cup bearers,
their clothes and the way he and his
entourage went into the house of the
Lord, she was breathless (2 Chronicles
9:3-8).

So Jesus, the Lord of the
kingdom, will do with the church.
He will establish it! He will reveal
His wisdom to all rulers and author-
ities through the church, which is
his house (Ephesians 3:10).

As Moses numbered and ordered
Israel, so will the Lord count those He
can “count on,” and set each one in
his place under His banner and leaders,
Some will look back, some will rebel,
some will refuse the laws, some will
murmur, some will find idols — but
many will be established and enter in.

“Lord, establish us that we may
receive the kingdom that cannot be
shaken!”"¥
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THE CHRISTIAN WOMAN

DON BASHAM °

In this age of woman’s lib, Christian
women are seeking answers to
questions that involve identity as a
person; purpose and fulfillment as a
woman; and placement in the body of
Christ. This month’s FORUM deals
with some frequently asked questions
in these areas.

* ® - %k

If the woman was created
for man — to be his helpmeet,
what purpose and fulfillment
does the woman without a
husband have (singles,
widows, divorcees)?

SIMPSON: That the woman was
created to be a helpmeet is a Bible
statement (Gen. 2:18). This is not to
say that being a helper in the structure
of marriage is the only function of
womanhood, any more than being a
husband is the only function of man-
hood.

In Matthew 19, Jesus speaks of the
fact that not all are called to marriage.
In 1 Corinthians 7, Paul states the
same truth. Paul teaches that some
may remain single in troubled times
(7:26), in order to give themselves
more totally to the Lord (7:26—34).

I believe whenever one does the will
of God it will be fulfilling, married or
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Minnie Coleman is the wife of
Reverend Dick Coleman, pastor of

Westside Baptist Church of
Leesburg, Florida. Three sons add
to the busy homelife of this couple
whose church is a hub of activity in
central Florida. Mrs. Coleman has
an ever-widening ministry of heal-
ing and Bible teaching.

single. To marry outside of the will of
God is anything but fulfilling.

While God created woman as a help-
meet in the marriage relationship, an
unmarried woman can be called to
ministry outside of marriage which
will require her full attention. Such a
woman would serve the church or
needy, as unto the Lord.

BASHAM: When the Bible says God
made woman a helpmeet for man, it
speaks of the normal course of events.
Most women for most of their lives

e CHARLES SIMPSON

will have husbands. But if the role of
helpmeet is inherent in woman’s
nature and character (and I believe it
is) that role necessarily applies to
single, widowed, and divorced women
as well. While that status leads to
certain limitations concerning ministry
and authority, still every Christian
woman — single, widowed or divorced
— can experience a fully-satisfying life.

Obviously, the woman alone must
look elsewhere for the spiritual protec-
tion and covering normally provided
by a husband. The pastor and elders of
her church can be of great help. Some
single women have come under the
protection of Christian communities
or households which have strong male
covering and authority.

COLEMAN: Since as individuals our
fulfillment in life depends on our per-
sonal relationship with Jesus, who
gives purpose to our lives, the un-
married woman can achieve a full and
rewarding life when she lives in Him.
This would include submitting to
those in authority in the local body
for a spiritual covering.

There are many women in our local
body who do not have husbands, and
we are seeing them find purpose and
fulfillment in their lives as they partici-
pate in the activities, ministries and
fellowship. In the local body we need
to try to include these women in
family activities. I feel it is best for the
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single girl to relate to her own family,
if at all possible, for there is protection
for her there.

Special understanding and love
should flow to women who are
divorced or widowed. They have been
through traumatic experiences that
need healing and love from the
members of the body. Many of these
women are left with small children to
rear and need advice and oversight by
the elders and their wives, as well as
other members of the body. With a lot
of love, understanding and guidance, I
believe these women will find purpose,
fulfillment and their special place in
the body of Christ.

How can a woman submit
to her husband and respect
him when he is “wishy-
washy” and will not take
authority in their home? Is
there any way she can help
him come into that
authority?

BASHAM: A wife caught in such a
situation must understand one basic
truth: For her to assume the authority
the husband fails to provide is not the
answer; it only compounds the prob-
lem. It is better (even though tempor-
arily painful) to leave certain matters
untended and certain decisions
unmade, than to try to do the
husband’s job. More than one reluc-
tant husband has been pressured into
assuming his rightful authority by a
wise wife’s determined refusal to lead.

When a wife, for the Lord’s sake,
submits herself to her husband, even
though she knows he'’s not assuming
his proper role, God honors her act of
faith and, through her submission, is
able to reach her husband in ways He
could not as long as she was in the
lead.

As Rev. Jimmy Moore describes it,
“In submission, the wife ducks so God
can hit the husband.”

SIMPSON: If the wife recognizes that
she is submitting to an office which
God created, she can submit in the

NEW WINE

fear of God as unto Him. Granted, it is
harder to honor one who does not
fulfill his responsibility. Nevertheless,
it is not the Christian wife’s responsi-
bility to straighten out her husband.
She must behave herself in a godly
manner, with a Christ-like spirit,
regardless. A meek and quiet spirit is
precious in the sight of God. Having
obeyed the Lord, she is free of the
responsibility. Then God is able to
convict the husband and bring him to
repentance.

Bear in mind that God will not
force the husband to repent, but He
will convict the husband. Submission
must not be used to manipulate.

A wife cannot force her husband to
lead any more than he can force her to
follow. We must each obey God and
trust Him to do the changing.

COLEMAN: 1 Peter 3:1 does not seem
to allow the wife an option in this
relationship. Certainly the scripture
does not indicate that the husband
must reach a particular level of head-
ship before the wife is to submit. To
many of us this is a “hard saying.”

Let me share a victory one wife had
in relationship to a “wishy-washy™
husband. After receiving hours of
teaching on the home, she decided her
husband needed a great deal of prayer.
Everyday her prayers for him were
really complaints to God. “Lord, you
know how lazy he is. Lord, he watches
so much TV. Lord, he isn’t providing
for us financially. Lord, make him
discipline the children. Change him,
God.” After several months the situa-
tion became worse. One morning she
received an answer. God very plainly
told her He could not answer the nega-
tive prayers for they were constantly
dishonoring her husband, the dele-
gated authority in her home. Her
prayers for her husband changed to
this: “Lord, bless my husband, and
give him wisdom. Feed his hungry
heart with your word and your love.
Teach me deeper and more wonderful
ways to express my love for him. Give
him peace and joy. Thank you, Jesus.”

Not long after these prayers of
blessing did this husband begin to
change. Little by little he began to

discipline the children, enjoy family
communication, and receive a raise in
pay. Loving prayer is a powerful
avenue used by Jesus to transform our
home.

Another way I believe a wife can
help her husband move into authority
is by relinquishing the authority that
she has wrongly assumed. One small
way is to say to your children, *Your
father is the head of the house, you’ll
have to ask his permission.” They will
go and say, “Mom said you are the
head of the house, we have to ask
you.” When he picks himself up off
the floor, believe that God has begun a
good work.

Honest communication is another
way to begin helping a husband come
into authority. If possible sit down
together and share that you know you
have been running things, but God is
teaching you that this is not proper.
List some of the areas that you have
stepped into authority, and ask for-
giveness. Melt his heart with kindness
that comes from your heart of tender-
ness and love. Ask God for new ways
to love your husband. Mine likes
homemade bread and apple pie. In the
book, To Have and To Hold, Jill
Renich says, “If you want him to be
more of a man, then you be more of a
woman.”

Doesn’t the present
emphasis on “a woman's
place” tend to make a woman
(single or married) feel she is
a slave or a second-class
citizen?

SIMPSON: First of all, submission
does not imply inferiority. In fact, it
may imply maturity. It takes a mature
person to do it. As I heard Derek
Prince point out, Jesus submitted to
the Father, but He was not inferior.
Submission denotes rank of authority,
not quality.

Notice, the Bible does not say
women submit to men; it says wives
submit to husbands. The emphasis is
more on the roles of husbands and
wives, Someone has to lead in family
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life. God has appointed husbands.
Godly leadership will not degrade,
demean or dominate the follower; it
will edify and elevate. A godly
husband will honor the wife who
trusts in the Lord and submits. She is a
type of the church. The Scripture
teaches the husband to love his wife as
Christ does the church. The church is
not degraded by the Lord; it is glori-
fied as it comes under His lordship. So
it is with a godly husband-wife rela-
tionship.

Also keep in mind that we are all
called upon to submit to one another.
The attitude of Christ is the attitude
of submission (Phil, 2:1-9).

I suspect that people react against
submission for several reasons: a mis-
conception of the attitude; abuses
they have seen; rebellion in their own
hearts or a combination of these
reasons. I know many godly women
who have obeyed the Word of God. In
my opinion they are first class. Usually
their husbands believe so too, and
treat them that way.

COLEMAN: When I first heard teach-
ing on submission I did not particu-
larly care for it or consider that I
needed it. I believe that’s known as
rebellion. However, I respected the
minister who was teaching, so I
decided I would search the Scriptures
for myself. Deep in my heart [ wanted
my life ordered in His Word, and this
search is helping me find my identity.

I began to realize that submission is
not an inferior position, but an
attitude and a relationship. Because
God loves me so much, He has
provided a special protection plan in
my husband.

BASHAM: It is a favorite trick of
Satan to tell us that if we obey God’s
Word, we will lose more than we gain.
That’s the very lie he tricked Eve with.
He uses the same lie on all of us, to
make us rebellious and resentful. He
tells the woman she should have been
a man, the youngest son that he
should have been the oldest, the
employee that he should be the boss,
the poor that he should be rich, and
the rich that he should be richer.
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No person who has experienced the
love and grace of Jesus Christ need feel
like a slave. Peter tells us, rich and
poor, male and female, old and young,
that we are: “. . . a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should shew forth the praises of him
who hath called youout of darknessinto
his marvellous light” (1 Peter 2:9),

How do you submit to a
husband and the Lord at the
same time? Can there be
conflict? And what should
you do if there is a conflict?

SIMPSON: Romans 14 and other
passages tell us that God is the author
of authority. To resist authority is to
resist God. Since God is the author of
authority, it is not a question of which
we will honor. We must honor both
God and the authority. If in fact we
are submitted to God, we will submit
to authority.

I know this is a paramount issue in
the church today. The family is the
focal point, but every area of life is
affected. We submit to husbands,
governors, pastors, etc. as unto the
Lord — because they represent Him.
Realization that the authority con-
fronting us represents God will revolu-
tionize our lives.

In matters of conscience, one may
refuse to obey and submit to the con-
sequence, trusting God. But a
Christian is never justified in rebellion.
He should always manifest the attitude
of submission if he or she cannot do a
certain act. If one refuses to obey he
assumes responsibility before God for
his actions. If his cause is just, he is
justified before God; if not, he is
guilty before God. God is the avenger
of disobedience.

BASHAM: There should be no serious
conflict, provided the wife under-
stands the nature of her submission.
Any woman who has genuinely experi-
enced the love of Jesus Christ will
become a better wife to her husband.

In seeking to please the Lord, she will
discover that one primary way is to
please her husband.

Sometimes, perhaps unconsciously,
a wife will put her husband in the
position of competing with the Lord
for her love and affection. Such a
situation inevitably alienates the
husband and puts a great strain on the
marriage.

If a woman becomes aware of a
conflict arising out of her dual submis-
sion to the Lord and the husband, she
should understand her responsibility
to change things. To complain that,
“My husband resents me going to
prayer meetings” is useless. She must
understand that her spiritual welfare is
dependent upon honoring the head-
ship of her husband over her. The
Lord may want her to give less
attention to prayer meetings and more
attention to her husband. As much as
possible, her love for Jesus Christ
should be reflected in her love for and
submission to her husband. This is
what Paul is clearly implying when he
says, “Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands, as unto the
Lord.™

COLEMAN: Since submission or
relationship is rooted in our attitude,
and we have truly invited God to reign
in our lives, we can definitely submit
both to our husbands and the Lord.
Ideally, there should be no conflict,
but in actuality we find many conflicts
and misunderstandings between
husband and wife.

I would like to relate some under-
standing the Holy Spirit is giving me. I
desire to know and obtain a meek and
quiet spirit mentioned in 1 Peter 3:4.
Frankly, the understanding of this
scripture eluded me for a long time,
and I am still trying to walk out daily
the glimpses of truth given me.
Another scripture, Ephesians 5:33,
states that we should reverence our
husbands. The Holy Spirit began to
give me a connection between these
two scriptures. In order for me to
obtain a meek and quiet spirit, and
reverence my husband, 1 had to
recognize him as God’s ordained
authority in our home. As this truth is
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DON BASHAM

“Any woman who has genuinely
experienced the love of Jesus Christ

will

become a better wife to her

husband.”

CHARLES SIMPSON

[Tl

inferiority. In fact,

submission does not imply

it may imply

maturity, It takes a mature person to

do it.”

being made clear to me, I see my
attitudes changing.

God is showing me that part of my
problem is a lack of faith. Can I really
believe when my husband speaks this
is God’s answer for me. I'm seeing that
God honors his decision whether I
agree with him or not. As my husband
is taking his place of headship in our
home, and as | am recognizing this
God-given authority, there is less
conflict and more peace than in the
previous twenty-five years of our
marriage. This does not mean that I
have lost my vertical relationship with
Jesus. I share whatever revelation the
Lord may give me with my husband
for approval or disapproval, as the case
may be.

When conflicts come, we have
found honest confession and prayer
together brings the answer. When
husband and wife agree in prayer
together, Satan trembles and God
moves. My husband and I pray
together everyday. It isn’t easy to get
upset with a man who daily covers
your life and the lives of your children
with his shepherdship.

Is a married woman's
ministry confined to her
home and family, or can she
minister in other ways in the

body of Christ?

NEW WINE

BASHAM: A wife’s first ministry
should be to her husband and children,
just as a husband should be priest and
pastor first to his own family. For
both husband and wife, a sound
ordering of priorities would be: God
first, family second, ministry to others
third.

A complete answer to this question
depends in part on the status of the
husband. A Christian woman married
to a Christian man in ministry can
share equally in that ministry. The
classic biblical example is Priscilla and
Aquila, a husband and wife team who
traveled in ministry together (Acts
18).

Scripturally, a Christian woman,
provided she is properly submitted to
her husband, can also minister spiritual
gifts, teach younger women and chil-
dren, and minister in hospitality to
others.

It is easy to understand how a
woman who recognizes that meeting
the needs of her husband and children
is her primary ministry has a peace and
security often missing in the woman
who feels her family stands in the way
of her exercising some powerful public
ministry.

COLEMAN: To me, this deeply
involves a wife’s attitude toward her
home and family. Rarely do we see in
the news media “wonderful home-

maker receives award.” We must rid
ourselves of any attitude that home-
making is a menial job. I find from the
Scriptures that the woman in Proverbs
31:10—-31 found fulfillment in her
home and family. My husband and I
travel and minister together often. But
I always try to teach women that my
first ministry is at home. If I fail as a
wife and mother I have nothing to
export.

Certainly married women have
scriptural grounds for ministry in the
body of Christ. These areas have
already been stated. Everything we do,
however, should be with the approval
of both our husbands and the local
elders.

Qur first prayer should be, Lord,
show my husband his place in the
body of Christ. When the husband
finds his place in the body, it will be a
simple matter for God to place us."¥

Next month’s Forum will deal with
the subject of the Holy Spirit. Ken
Sumrall, of Liberty Baptist Church,
will be our guest panelist.

BIBLE STUDY ANSWERS

(1) a. Preserve life of her son; b. Aid God's
spies; c. Prophetess and judge; d. Dedicate
her son to God's service; e. Provided for
needs of the prophet Elisha; f. Prove faithful
to her mother-in-law; g. Risked her life to
save her people. (2) a. Mother of John the
Baptist; b. Mother of. Jesus; c. Bless and
proclaim the birth of God's Son; d. Opened
their home to Jesus and disciples; e, Came
to anoint Jesus’ body. (3) a. Doorkeeper;b.
Worked with her husband in ministry; c.
Generous and hospitable; d. Opened her
home to Paul; e. Prophetesses. (4) a.Willing
worker; Early riser; Generous; Hospitable;
Wise; Strong; God-fearing. b. Buying
property; Cultivating the soil; Clothing her
family; Selling merchandise; Weaving &
spinning. c. Trust of her husband; Blessing
of her children; Praise of her husband;
Worth above jewels; Husband receives
honor. (5) a. The unbelieving husband is
sanctified by the believing wife. b. Woman is
the glory of man. c. Woman created for the
man. d. Man is the head of every woman. e.
Women are to keep silent in church and
learn from their husbands. f. There is
neither male nor female in the spiritual
inheritance. g. Wives are to submit them-
selves to their husbands. h. Parents have
joint responsibility in regard to their
children. i. Women are to be modest in
appearance, sober in conduct. . Women are
not to teach or have authority over men. k.
Wives of church leaders have responsibilities,
too. |. Mothers and grandmothers play an
important part in training. m. Older women
can teach younger women and children. n.
Wives are to be in submission to their
husbands and cultivate Christian character.
(6) Sarah and Rahab. (7) Be of one mind.
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