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GLOBAL GREETINGS
FROM MEXICO

Dear Friends in Christ:

| enjoy your magazine very much. |
get great help and teaching on many
things concerning the Word.

It is wonderful to read different
articles in the magazine, especially dis-
cussions on subjects of the Bible from
mature men in God.

Keep sending me the blessings of
New Wine.

His in the Harvest for Souls,

The Barney Family

FROM AUSTRALIA

Dear New Wine Editor:

Many of my Salvation Army Officer
friends and other Christian friends
read New Wine and they all praise
your magazine, giving glory to God. |
must say that it has helped my current
ministry.

God is good. He is so forgiving,
understanding, and merciful. | have
talked to tough bikies, gang leaders of
all sorts, various people that | meet
every day — whether it be on the foot-
ball field, in the hotels, shops, streets,
on the farm, or wherever, and God has
protected me and has not given me the
spirit of fear but of love and power
and sound mind.

Please pray for me. Yours in Jesus
Christ. May His power become our
daily strength.

J.CW,

FROM CANADA

My Dear Brother in Christ:

| received April New Wine yester-
day. | don't think | can put into words
how it affected me. | read first “The
Three Conquests of Christ’”” — glory to
God! It was a revelation to me and my
daughter. | read it aloud and the Holy
Spirit came upon us. We offered up
prayers for you all at Christian Growth
and thanks for what you are doing in
the earth. Your tapes are coming this
way and turning lives upside down.

In Jesus’ name, Mrs. E.H.

| etters
tothe
editor

FROM JAPAN

Dear Friends:

| have enjoyed receiving your New
Wine Magazine all the way over here in
Japan for more than a year now. |
praise God for your efficiency and
loyalty in sending it so far. | have re-
ceived all of the issues despite a change
of address three times.

New Wine seems to continually
meet my spiritual needs. If there is
some area the Lord is trying to deal
with, confirmation and help has come
from your articles. | appreciate the
way the magazine has grown and the
“in-depth” presentation of many sub-
jects.

Many others, besides myself, have
been pleased by New Wine, as here in
Japan the distribution of good re-
ligious material is still at a minimum.
May God bless your staff.

K.H.

Dear Sirs:

Thank you so much for New Wine
Magazine. What a tremendous blessing
not only to me but to those it is
passed on to.

My husband is in the Navy and at

sea often. When Jesus said He would
never leave or forsake us, He meant
exactly that, even if you are halfway
around the world. He had already pre-
pared a place for us. Praise His name —
they made us so welcome and happy
here. There are about 15—20 of us
who meet every week in homes to
praise and worship our precious
Savior.

We are praying for some more mem-
bers of the military community to
want to walk in the Spirit. There are
three of us here in Yokohama. The
rest are either civilian or missionaries,
except for three Catholic sisters. We
share our New Wine and have a small
library of Spiritual books. . .

May the Lord continue to lead . . .

M.D.

FROM ENGLAND

Dear Sirs:

| am a seventeen year old school girl
who has been a Christian for a few
months and was baptized in the Holy
Spirit two months ago.

| have shared Christian meetings in
my home which at the moment take
the form of preaching to the many un-
saved, who are moved by the Holy
Spirit to come to our meetings. |
would be very grateful if you would
pray for me. Please put my name on
your mailing list.

Yours sincerely, AS.
UNITED STATES

Gentlemen:
| enjoy your magazine New Wine so
very much. The first one | ever read
was gotten from the keeper of the Gar-
den Tomb in Jerusalem, while there on
that memorable visit. Ever since | have
been receiving them. My first copy will
always be a keepsake reminding me of
that time there in His Land!
Mrs. H.H.V. — Maryland

Ed — NEW WINE now goes to 89
countries outside continental United
States. We appreciate hearing from our
readers overseas and here at home.
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Coiprin”

One of the easiest pitfalls of our
Christian walk is to begin to teach
something that has never been walked
out in experience, It is very easy to
build a wonderful system of doctrines
that tingle the imagination and chal-
lenge the heart, but which find little
practical use in our daily struggles with
the world, the flesh, and the devil.

We may live in the area of knowl-
edge, that which exists only in our
heads; or in the area of experiential
truth, which is the Word of God that
has worked its way into our practical
experience in our lives.

Through history the knowledge of
doctrines has bowed to the reality of
experiential truth. The doctrinal
system of Saul of Tarsus was radically
altered and permanently changed on
the Damascus road. Martin Luther’s
life and system of good works, based
on sound tradition, was shattered
when he experienced the miracle of
justification by faith.

The danger is building a doctrinal
system that God has not worked into
our daily experience. Is the man who
preaches ultimate submission ulti-
mately submitted? Has the proponet
of sinless perfection yet become per-
fect? This is not to say that we should
not be challenged by new insights into
the Word of God, the trouble begins
because our insights are only a part of
the total picture of what God would
show us by working His Word into our
daily experience. Our insights must
first be proven by working practically
— in our marriages, in our church, at
work, in temptation, in trial — and
bear the fruit of reality in our lives
before we export them to others. What
God gives one man as a personal
revelation should never be exported as
a doctrine to others until it has stood
the test of bringing practical reality in
our daily experience.

—R.S.
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or the Christian it is an exciting

Ftime to be alive! Christianity has
known great revivals before, under
Luther, Calvin, Wesley and Moody.
But the revival of our day is not the
same as those of the past. The great
revivals of history were characterized
by two central features — they oc-
curred in a particular country and re-
volved around some particular spiritual
leader or group of leaders.

Today’s revival is different. It is not
restricted to any single country or con-
tinent, and it knows no single spiritual
leader. Many of us believe it is the be-
ginning of the last great revival, the
one destined to usher in the return of
Jesus Christ and the end of the age —
the revival prophesied by Joel and
quoted by Peter on the day of
Pentecost:

“And it shall come to pass in the
last days saith God, I will pour out my
Spirit upon all flesh — and your sons
and daughters shall prophesy, and
your young men shall see visions and
your old men shall dream dreams, and
on my servants and my handmaidens I
will pour out in those days of my
Spirit and they shall prophesy.” (Acts
2:17-18).

Central to this great revival is the
experience known as the baptism in
the Holy Spirit.

If you are searching for the baptism
in the Holy Spirit and the power it
promises, the best place to begin is
with the New Testament, especially
the book of Acts, because it describes
the ministry of the first group of
Spirit-filled believers. The New Tes-
tament Church was an exciting church;
a powerful church.

By today’s standards it may have
been crude, undisciplined and at times
shockingly irreverent, but those are
not the things one notices when one
reads the book of Acts. What grips the
imagination is not the dearth of pres-
tige but the demonstration of power.
It was a fellowship of believers ad-
mittedly imperfect but vibrantly and

dynamically alive. It may have been
despised by the society around it, but
no one ever accused it of being boring,
dull or dead.

Comparing the New Testament
church with ours today, it seems ob-
vious that one of two things must have
happened. Either God deliberately de-
prived the church of the power of
Pentecost, with all of its supernatural
gifts and powers, (a rationalization we
were to hear over and over), or else the
church has somehow lost contact with
Pentecost as a vital, continuing ex-
perience.

The second proposition is the true
one. The resurgence of Pentecostal
power in our day proves it.

PENTECOST THROUGH HISTORY

Even a cursory survey of church his-
tory clearly indicates that the charis-
matic gifts never completely died out
of the church. Though consistently
ignored, they have always been
present. For example, back in the
second century a revival in the church,
led by Montanus of Ardabau, captured
the attention of many Christians who
felt the spiritual fires within the
church were burning at too low an
ebb. During the peak of the Montanus
revival all the charismatic gifts ap-
peared, including speaking in tongues.

The Encyclopedia Britannica states
that glossolalia (speaking in tongues)
“recurs in Christian revival of every
age,e.g., among the Mendicant friars of
the thirteenth century, among the
Jansenists and early Quakers, the con-
verts of Wesley and Whitefield, the
persecuted Protestants of the
Covennes and the Irvingites” (Vol. 27,
p.9-10, 11th edition).

The Irvingites were 19th century
forerunners of the current recipients
of the charismatic gifts.

The Pentecostal movement in the
United States had its beginning in the
year 1900 with the determination of a
young Methodist minister named
Charles F. Parham to recapture the



power and vitality of the church of the
New Testament.

After extensive study of the Scrip-
tures to find the source of that power,
Parham and his students prayed to re-
ceive the baptism in the Holy Spirit
with the gift of tongues. The first per-
son spoke in tongues on New Year’s
eve, 1900, On January 3rd, Parham
and a number of others also received
the baptism and spoke in tongues.

From this modest beginning, the re-
vival spread in 1906 to California,
touching off the famed Azusa Street
revival in Los Angeles. The Azusa re-
vival lasted for three years with
thousands of people from all over
North America receiving the pente-
costal experience of the Holy Spirit.

Today the charismatic revival has
spilled over the boundaries so carefully
drawn about it by its critics and is
igniting fires in all major denomina-
tions. This rising tide of publicity and
literature on the charismatic move-
ment simply points to the ever-in-
creasing influence it is having on Chris-
tianity. All over the world the church’s
spiritual pulse is being quickened by
the new pentecost.

WHAT IS IT?

The baptism in the Holy Spirit is a
second encounter with God (the first
is conversion) in which the Christian
begins to receive the supernatural
power of the Holy Spirit into his life.
Jesus promised His disciples: “You
shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you and you
shall be my witnesses. . .” (Acts
1:8).

This promise was fulfilled at Pente-
cost when the Holy Spirit fell on the
disciples: “They were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance” (Acts 2:4).

This second experience of the
power of God, which we call the bap-
tism in the Holy Spirit, is given for the
purpose of equipping the Christian
with God’s power for service. It is the
spiritual baptism from Jesus Himself,
in which He begins to exercise His

sovereign possession, control and use
of us in supernatural fashion through
the Holy Spirit.

A SECOND EXPERIENCE?

One common objection among
Christians concerning the baptism in
the Holy Spirit stems from the dif-
ficulty of seeing it as a second, sep-
erate experience following conversion
or rebirth.

“l thought I received the Holy
Spirit when I became a Christian™, is
the way the objection is frequently
voiced. The Holy Spirit is operative in
conversion — Paul says, *No one can
say Jesus Christ is Lord except by the
Holy Spirit™ (I Corinthians 12:3). The
Holy Spirit introduces the unbeliever
to Jesus as Savior.

We are, however, not speaking of
the Holy Spirit in His infroductory
ministry, but in His empowering min-
istry to the believer.

We want to examine the accounts in
the book of Acts, which is the only
record we have of the activities of the
early Christians who knew Jesus. It
speaks of the early Christians receiving
the Holy Spirit and we will see that it
was a second, subsequent experience
to their conversion.

PENTECOST

Acts 2:1-21: Events prior to the
day of Pentecost clearly reveal that the
one hundred and twenty in the upper
room were all believers in Jesus Christ.

But knowing Jesus was their Lord
and Savior was not enough — at least
not in the mind of the Lord Himself.
For He had told them to wait in
Jerusalem until they were clothed with
power from on high, (Luke 24:49).

And that is just what happened on
the day of Pentecost — they were em-
powered. Old cowardly Peter, who had
denied Jesus three times on the night
of the crucifixion and had led the dis-
ciples into hiding for fear of the Jews
after the resurrection, was so trans-
formed that he stood boldly to his feet
and preached an anointed message
which led to conversion of three

thousand people.
REVIVAL IN SAMARIA

Acts 8:4—17: Philip, one of the
early church deacons, went to a
Samaritan city and preached the
gospel. A great revival broke forth.
Miracles accompanied the preaching of
the word of God and people turned
from paganism to Jesus Christ — from
sin to salvation. The new converts are
baptized in water in the name of the
Lord Jesus, thus becoming full-fledged
members of the body of Christ. They
are Christians.

But in the thinking of the apostles
there is a vital, missing element in the
miracle-working revival. The baptism
in the Holy Spirit.

“The Holy Spirit had not yet fallen
on any of them, but they had only
been baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. Then they laid their hands on
them and they received the Holy
Spirit™ (Acts 8:16—17).

Peter and John came to the revival
for one reason — to lay hands on the
new converts for them to receive the
Holy Spirit. They did not question
their salvation — they wanted them to
be empowered.

PAUL’S CONVERSION

Acts 9:1—19: This is the story of
the conversion of Saul, who was a
chief persecutor of the church, to Paul
a committed believer. While on the
road to Damascus he was struck down
by a blinding light from heaven. Paul
was soundly converted by the ex-
perience, but he was still not equipped
for ministry. God chose an obscure
disciple named Ananias to come and
pray for Paul, not only that his sight
might be restored, but that he might
“be filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts
9:17). It was three days after his con-
version that Ananias prayed for him
and he was filled with the Holy Spirit.

THE HOUSE OF CORNELIUS

Acts 10:1-46: This passage of
scripture contains the story of Peter
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being called to preach at the house of
Cornelius. As Peter preached to a
house full of Gentiles, those hearing
are converted and are immediately
baptized in the Holy Spirit with the
confirming evidence of speaking in
tongues. The time span between ac-
cepting Jesus as Savior and sub-
sequently receiving the baptism in the
Holy Spirit is greatly telescoped from
a matter of weeks or days or hours, to
a matter of minutes or seconds. Here,
somewhat differently, God gave the
gift of the Holy Spirit simultaneously,
or almost simultaneously, with their
conversion. At any rate, it was before
Peter could finish his sermon that “the
Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the
word” (Acts 10:44).

THE DISCIPLES IN EPHESUS

Acts 19:1-8: The final story of the
baptism in the Holy Spirit in the book
of Acts relates how Paul discovers a
small band of disciples of Jesus in
Ephesus. The scripture clearly iden-
tified them as “disciples”. Paul never
questions the reality of their con-
version experience, but immediately
ask them, “Did you receive the Holy
Spirit when (also translated ‘“‘since’)
you believed?” Paul’s question illus-
trates the truth we are stressing in this
chapter — namely that conversion is a
separate, subsequent experience. They
answer that they had never heard of
the Holy Spirit.

Paul baptizes them in water in the
name of the Lord Jesus, then lays
hands on them and prays for them to
receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
The twelve men receive the baptism
and begin praising God in tongues and
prophesying.

Let us make this one final point
concerning the two experiences.
Everyone needs to see that conversion
and baptism in the Holy Spirit are not
only separate experiences — they are
given for separate and distinct
purposes. Conversion is that ex-
perience of Jesus Christ by which the
non-Christian becomes a Christian;
while the baptism in the Holy Spirit is
that experience for the Christian to
NEW WINE

make him a powerful Christian. It is as
simple as that.

THE EVIDENCE — TONGUES

As the issue of the baptism in the
Holy Spirit is central to the current
revival in the world, so the central
issue of the baptism in the Holy Spirit
is a phenomenon called “Glossolalia”
or speaking in tongues. If it weren’t
for this particular manifestation ac-
companying the baptism in the Holy
Spirit, it would be far more readily re-
ceived in many Christian circles.

Consistent experience in ministering
the baptism has convinced me that
there are two major reasons for the
controversy. One is fear, the other is
ignorance. The fear comes from years
of dire warnings that speaking in
tongues is “fanaticism, emotionalism,
or of the devil.” And when these com-
plaints have repeatedly bombarded the
ears of earnest Christians who have
never examined the scriptures care-
fully for themselves, or heard clear
scriptural teaching about the baptism
in the Holy Spirit, the result is a
deeply-imbedded emotional prejudice
against what God is doing in the

- church today.

People often complain, “Why do
you spend so much time talking about
speaking in tongues?” The answer is
simple — to try and generate a little
light where before there’s been mostly
heat! The only way I know to clear up
the criticisms and misconceptions
about speaking in tongues is to provide
scriptural teaching on the subject.

I believe God knew exactly what He
was doing on the Day of Pentecost,
and that He did it right the very first
time and that He hasn’t changed His
mind since. [ also believe it is the in-
tent of God that every person re-
ceiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit
today should experience the miracle of
speaking in tongues.

Such an observation brings us to the
next obvious question, “Does a person
have to speak in tongues in order to
receive the baptism in the Holy
Spirit?” The answer to that question
is: “You don’t have to, you get to!”

Speaking in tongues is a privilege. It is
a precious gift from God.

Other critics of tongues say, “But
the scriptures teach that not everyone
is supposed to speak in tongues.” And
they quote Paul’s statement in I
Corinthians 12:30, “Do all speak in
tongues?” And his instructions in I
Corinthians 14:27, “If any speak in a
tongue let there be only two or at the
most three . . .”

But Paul’s teaching in those verses
does not refer to the ability to speak
in tongues which comes when one is
baptized in the Holy Spirit. Paul is
speaking of ministry gifts which God
has set in the church, explaining that
not all Spirit-baptized Christians have
the same ministry; and also giving ad-
vice to Spirit-baptized Christians how
tongues are to be ministered and
properly interpreted in a public wor-
ship service.

Notice how Paul also says, “now I
want you all to speak in tongues . . .”
(I Corinthians 14:5). Obviously, Paul
is not so inept as to say one thing one
place and then contradict what he said
a few verses earlier. Note, too, that af
no time does Paul ever criticize speak-
ing in tongues. He only criticizes the
misuse of the gift. Modern critics
would do well to confine their crit-
icisms the same way.

While we expect everyone receiving
the baptism in the Holy Spirit to speak
in tongues, we admit not everyone
does. Not because it’s not God’s will,
but because of fear or ignorance they
quench the Spirit.

An examination of the scriptures
clearly indicates that it is the norm. In
four of the five cases in Acts where the
Holy Spirit is received, the people re-
ceiving end up speaking in tongues.
The only exception is the Samaritan
revival in Acts 8, where tongues are
not specifically mentioned. But many
Biblical scholars feel that even on that
occasion, tongues were in evidence
since Simon the magician “saw”
something which made him want to
buy the ability to transmit the baptism
in the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:18—19).
Many scholars agree that speaking in
tongues was the evidence Simon
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“saw”. The scriptural pattern is clear
— should we expect less?

The charge of “emotionalism™ has
caused many people to fear that they
might “lose control of themselves” if
they spoke in tongues, or that “God
will make me do something which
embarrasses me.” But the Holy Spirit
does not force us to do anything. You
can be sure that any spirit which com-
pels you to do anything or say any-
thing you do not want to do or say is
not the Holy Spirit. The person, not
the Holy Spirit, decides when he will
speak out, and whether he will speak
in tongues quietly or aloud. The very
fact that Paul gives strict instructions
about how and when speaking in ton-
gues is to be manifested in a public
meeting (I Corinthians 14:27-28),
clearly indicates that the one speaking
is in control, for Paul’s instructions
would be worthless unless those he
was teaching had the ability to obey
his instructions.

A REAL LANGUAGE?

Another objection often expressed
about speaking in tongues as it hap-
pens today is that it isn’t really super-
natural like it was on the day of Pente-
cost. It is argued that at Pentecost the
tongues were in languages understood
by those present and listening, but
today’s tongues are just emotional
gibberish, and can’t be considered a
Divine manifestation at all.

But the truth is that today’s speak-
ing in tongues is miraculous and that
many times the languages which are
spoken are recognized — by other per-
sons present — as foreign languages not
naturally known by the one speaking.

In a Full Gospel Business Men’s Fel-
lowship Chapter meeting in Ohio a few
months ago, at the close of my mes-
sage, there were two manifestations of
tongues followed by interpretations.
Then there was a third manifestation
of tongues which was not interpreted.
But afterward, one of the officers of
the chapter introduced me to an
amazed young man who was visiting
for the first time. He had recently re-
turned from Vietnam where he had

served with Army Intelligence. Be-
cause he had learned the Vietnamese
language he had been used to inter-
rogate prisoners. His amazement
stemmed from the fact that the third
person who had spoken in tongues had
prayed a beautiful prayer in
Vietnamese, although he had no
natural knowledge of any foreign
language whatever.

So I can speak in tongues — what
good is it? Speaking or praying in
tongues is a form of prayer in which
the Christian yields himself to the
Holy Spirit and receives from the
Spirit a supernatural language with
which to praise God. It combines both
human and divine elements and ex-
presses both human and divine
initiative. Stated in the simplest way:
Man does the speaking while the Holy
Spirit furnishes the words. Acts 2:4
says, “They were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in tongues as
the Spirit gave them utterance.” A free
translation might read,
“. . .they. . . began to speak as the
Spirit gave them words to say.”

Here are five major reasons for the
manifestation of speaking in tongues:

(1) According to scripture, it is
God’s will for every one to speak in
tongues. (I Corinthians 14:5). Paul
says, “Now I want you all to speak in
tongues . . .”

(2) Speaking in tongues strengthens
and edifies the believer. (I Corinthians
14:4).

(3) He who speaks in tongues is
praying in the Spirit. (I Corinthians
14:15).

(4) Speaking in tongues (praying in
the Spirit) is a divinely inspired means
of praying effectively for others.
(Romans 8:26—27).

(5) Speaking in tongues is the nor-
mal scriptural means of releasing the
baptism in the Holy Spirit.

RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT

The greatest barrier to receiving the
baptism in the Holy Spirit with the
evidence of speaking in tongues, is the
lack of understanding about the mirac-
ulous power of God which is released

in the Christian’s life. The power of
God is released by an act of faith on
man’s part,

Essentially, the baptism in the Holy
Spirit is comprised of two parts; first:
receiving the Holy Spirit by faith;
second: manifesting the Spirit’s
presence through speaking in tongues.
Speaking in tongues is not the baptism
in the Holy Spirit, but is the verbal
expression or overflow of it. We can
put it this way: If I ask any of you,
““Are you a Christian? Are you
saved?”, you would respond, “Yes, I
have accepted Jesus Christ as my
Savior.” But your words are not your
salvation, they are the vocal expression
of your salvation. So it is with speak-
ing in tongues. Tongues are not the
baptism, but they are vocal expression
of that baptism.

Like other miracles, the baptism is
comprised of two parts: man’s part
and God’s part. But many people have
not understood this and have waited
for God to do it all. They have never
done their part, they have never
reached out in faith; and, hence, never
spoken in tongues. They have been
waiting for God to do what God was
waiting for them to do.

One night in a small church, follow-
ing a revival meeting, ministry was of-
fered for those seeking the baptism in
the Holy Spirit. A friend of mine who
was present saw an earnest pastor
make his way to the front of the
church. Reaching the altar he flung
himself down on the floor and began
to pray. No one went to minister to
him personally because it never did
any good. All his friends had worn
themselves out praying with him.

After a few minutes everyone was
amazed to hear him begin to pray
aloud in tongues — in a beautiful clear
language.

Then, to their surprise, the minister
pushed himself up from the floor and
said, “I don’t want you people to get
the wrong impression, I still don’t have
the baptism. I'm not speaking in
tongues, I'm just making up funny
noises. I got tired of waiting on God to
do it so I just opened my mouth and
babbled sounds — but it is not the
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Holy Spirit — it is me!”

Then it was the minister’s turn to be
surprised. Three young Chinese college
students had been watching the pro-
ceeding from the front pew. One of
them answered the minister,

“Brother, you’ve been praising God
in perfect Chinese for the last three
minutes and we have understood every
word you said!”

See the point? Because of a lack of
understanding about his part in the
miracle of speaking in tongues, the
minister had not only robbed himself
of the experience for years, but when
it finally happened, he refused to ac-
cept it! God had been waiting for this
man to open his mouth and begin to
praises Him so that the Holy Spirit
could furnish him with a new lan-
guage. This is exactly what happened
at Pentecost. “And they were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the Spirit
gave them utterance™ (Acts 2:4). They
were filled with the Holy Spirit and
they began to speak as the Holy Spirit
gave them the ability, or the words to
speak.,

HOW TO RECEIVE THE
BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

There is only one major prerequisite
to receiving the baptism in the Holy
Spirit. You must have accepted Jesus
Christ as your personal Savior. If you
have never made that commitment,
you should do so before going any
further.

The first thing you do is relax/ It is
in your power to do all you have to
do. The same faith that enabled you to
receive Jesus Christ as your Savior is
all the faith you need to receive the
baptism in the Holy Spirit with speak-
ing in tongues. So relax and be con-
fident — it will happen.

I find it helpful to divide the ex-
perience into two parts. The first step
is receiving the Holy Spirit within; the
second is to manifest the Spirit’s
presence by praising God in a new or
“unknown tongue”.

It is important to realize that you
receive the Holy Spirit by faith and

NEW WINE

not by feeling. So, while some of you
may experience some deep or power-
ful emotion as the Spirit breaks in on
you in this new way, others — and I
dare say most others — will not feel a
thing.

That’s the first step, “breathing in™
the Holy Spirit and having faith that
He’s coming in. And that is the easiest
of the two steps. But we don’t want to
stop there; we also want you to have
the Scriptural confirmation of the
Holy Spirit’s presence in your life in a
new way by having you receive the
manifestation of speaking in tongues.

But, let me remind you again that
miracles are comprised of two parts;
man’s part (which is natural), and
God’s part (which is supernatural).
Peter’s walking on the water was the
same kind of miracle we experience
when we speak in tongues. Peter’s
miracle was comprised of two parts;
Peter’s part and God’s part.

Now, what was Peter’s part in the
miracle? Simply to get out of the boat
and walk — that’s all. In other words,
Peter was not required to do anything
supernatural. There was nothing super-
natural about Peter’s walking. It was
the simple, physical act of walking in
obedience to the Lord’s invitation to
come to Him.

Speaking in tongues is like that.
When the time comes for you to speak
in tongues, you are to open your
mouth and begin to speak, just like
Peter stood up and stepped out of the
boat and began to walk. It was Peter’s
job to walk, it was God’s job to hold
him on top of the waves.

The miracle of speaking in tongues
isn’t that you speak, it is what you
speak. The act of speaking is a natural,
physical act; just like Peter’s act of
walking was a natural, physical act.
And when you open your mouth to
begin to speak, the Holy Spirit will
provide you with the words and
syllables with which to praise God.

The only way Peter could discover
he could walk on the water was to step
out of the boat and begin to walk; and
the only way you will ever speak in
tongues is to open your mouth and
begin to speak.

ITS UP TO YOU!

So make up your mind, right now,
that you will praise God only with the
sound of your voice, and with the
words and syllables which the Holy
Spirit will provide. Not English words,
but strange, funny-sounding words and
syllables which make no sense at all to
your mind. Now I use the word
“funny-sounding™ intentionally, be-
cause that is just what they will sound
like in your mind. Paul said, “If I pray
in a tongue, my spirit prayeth, and my
understanding is unfruitful” (I
Corinthians 14:14). You see, speaking
in tongues originates, not in your
mind, but in your spirit, inspired by
the Holy Spirit.

The baptism in the Holy Spirit with
speaking in tongues is not designed to
do anything for your intellect. It is a
spiritual experience, designed to lib-
erate your spirit in worship and to
move you into a new dimension of
Christian experience.

When you start to speak, don’t
worry about what it sounds like, It
may sound like Chinese, like
Polynesian, like the notes of a musical
scale, or even like baby-talk. What it
sounds like is the Holy Spirit’s
business. Your business is just to speak
out.

If you are ready to make this step
of faith, then ask the Lord Jesus to
Baptize you in the Holy Spirit right
now — you might want to use a simple
prayer like this one:

“Dear Jesus, I thank you for the
promise of your Holy Spirit today. I
ask you right now, Lord Jesus, to
baptize me with your Holy Spirit, and
enable me fo praise you with a lan-
guage which is from your Holy Spirit.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, Amen.”

After you have prayed and asked to
be baptized in the Holy Spirit, believe
that you have! Take a deep breath and
as you let it out, begin to praise God
with the sound of your voice, and re-
ceive the utterance the Holy Spirit
gives!

You have just opened the door to a
whole new realm of your Christian ex-
perience. ¥






ASK AND
YE SHALL RECEIVE

My Quiet Quest that Ended in a Revolution

reconceived ideas can be a barrier

Pto making progress in the intel-
lectual and scientific realms; but in the
spiritual, God often uses these very
barriers to bring us into a position
where He can accomplish His purpose
in our lives. This is the way it worked
for me, at least. Of course, we have to
be willing to bring our preconceived
ideas to Him and ask Him to show us
if and where we may be blocking pro-
gress in our search for spiritual reality.

In 1964, I saw an advertisement in
our local newspaper about a Holy
Spirit Teaching Mission Conference to
be held in our city. It was the first
time I had seen the “Holy Spirit”
mentioned outside the Bible or
church. This intrigued me. I was un-
able to attend, but a seed had been
planted.

Three years later I was employed at
a hotel where the above-mentioned
conference was to hold its bi-annual
meeting. Would this be my oppor-
tunity to become acquainted with the
Holy Spirit in today’s setting? No . . .
work responsibilities interfered and I
was only able to ““drop in” for a few
minutes on the opening night’s session.
Rather noisy and unorganized, was my
evaluation.

Upon inquiring, I learned the
“movement”, as I had labeled it, be-
lieved in the baptism of the Holy
Spirit and speaking in tongues. I had
never heard of either. Turning to my
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friends, I found them either as much
in the dark as I was, or they had
definite ideas which didn’t encourage
me to put much credence in the teach-
ing. Some descriptive terms were:
“People who speak in tongues have
superior attitudes. . . they are secre-
tive . . . they expect adverse reactions
and reception . . . they are quick to
defend and even quicker to pound
down a door once they get a foot in
the opening.” Random reading on the
subject brought forth this concensus:
““. . .disruptive in friendships. . .
exclusiveness . . . all right for those
who need and like emotionalism and
evidences.”

Interest in the subject simmered
down — and there followed a long, dry
spell — spiritually speaking. I know
now God was preparing the ground for
His cultivation. He wanted me to seek
Him rather than turn to man-made
answers for my questions. But I still
had a long way to go before He could
lay claim to my willingness to do it His
way.

Bible study became routine. At
times my prayers seemed to bounce
off the ceiling. Church attendance be-
came just that and not much more.
Rather than admitting my need, I
busied myself in “doing things and
going places” that brought satisfaction
in all areas except the one that was the
source of my unrest — a deepening in
my relationship to my Lord.

by Janet Baum

Why should I feel this void, any-
how, I asked myself. I had been a
Christian for forty-five years. . .gave
time to Bible study and prayer. . .
regularly attended church services,
study courses, and other activities of-
fered for spiritual growth. But I had to
admit something was missing. Where
was that joy, abandon, and power I
read about in the Psalms and Book of
Acts? I was not dissatisfied — but /
was unsatisfied — there must be more!

One day a friend spoke to me in
casual conversation about the benefit
of “tongues” in her life. I turned her
off with, “I really don’t feel this is for
everyone,” — meaning me! When
asked to give an opinion, it was, “Steer
clear — or at least proceed with
caution.,” God must have smiled at
that advice for He knew what was
around the next turn on my road to
discovery.

That turn was unexpected and
jolting. A member of my immediate
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family was interested — more than
interested, really! One of my sisters
had been “exposed to the thing”
through the actual experiences of two
very close friends of ours. The spiritual
tenor and dedicated lives of these
three spoke conviction to my heart
that I might be missing out on some-
thing God did have for His children.

My sister gave me a book which had
meant much to her — “They Speak
With Other Tongues”, by John
Sherrill. I had been a Guideposts’
reader for many years and had the
utmost respect for its staff of writers.
Here was one of them coming into my
home with research on the very sub-
ject which was now presenting itself to
me in such a forthright manner that I
had to “sit up and take notice”. I read
the book with an open mind and
heart. Its message found lodgment and
excited me. Was this the reality for
which I had been searching? Had I
been turning my back on God’s over-
tures all this time?

The next few weeks demanded I
give attention to other matters. The
Lord was graciously allowing the
planting which had taken root to send
up some shoots. Three remarks I dis-
covered in going back over a Daily
Diary I was keeping reflect His work-
ings: “This tongues thing has me
going . . . Great peace on tongues sit-
uation . . . Well, it happened! She re-
ceived the baptism and has spoken in
tongues.”

This brought me to a fork in the
road, demanding a decision. Should I
take the avenue of, “This is not for
me. I am going to forget the whole
thing!” . . .or should I admit my
mounting hunger and thirst for every-
thing that would fill the acknowledged
void I felt?

So, I made my decision and started
down the road upon which I had pre-
viously warned others to “proceed
with caution”. I argued that if advance
in material realms was worth research,
why not the most important advance
of all — the spiritual? I set up a card
file . . .laid out plans for an extensive
campaign . . . and put it all before
Him for His guidance and blessing.
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Again, He must have smiled.

The first week bore fruit. More time,
spent in prayer brought unexpected
joy and satisfaction. I launched out
into what I called, “Operation Aloud”
— verbalizing my prayers. This was
new to me and resulted in a feeling of
being more involved in a two-way con-
versation with the Lord. I also allowed
more time for His responses. Con-
viction came that I should make a pub-
lic dedication of my life in complete
surrender to His leadings. This was
Saturday.

Sunday morning the sermon had no
relation to my deepening interest in
the place of the Holy Spirit’s activities
in the life of the believer. But His
urgings were present and when an in-
vitation was given for decisions, I
found myself almost propelled down
the aisle to the front of the church.
Here those coming forward are asked
to sign a card giving information on
their particular decision. I checked the
square, Rededication, and found
myself writing below it, “to a specific
call”. My knees were weak, there were
tears and I just could not think how to
spell “specific”. I almost laughed
aloud. What this entailed, I had no
idea. But it was a joyful and satisfying
moment — it was a complete sell-out
to Him!

Monday noon, He arranged a com-
pletely unexpected luncheon with my
sister and the friend who had intro-
duced her to this new walk in the
Spirit. While together, I took the
plunge and asked them to tell me of
their experiences. Remember, I had no
personal contact with speaking in
tongues . . . had never been in a
church or meeting where it was
preached or practiced . . . had never
shared with anyone in actual dialogue
on the matter — at least with any
degree of openness.

Two verses of scripture were central
in our conversation.

(1) “And I say unto you, Ask, and
it shall be given you; seek and ye shall
find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you. If a son shall ask bread of
any of you that is a father, will he give
him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he

for a fish give him a serpent? Or if he
shall ask an egg, will he offer him a
scorpion? If ye, then, being evil, know
how to give good gifts unto your chil-
dren; how much more shall your
heavenly father give the Holy Spirit to
them that ask Him.” (Luke 11:9—13)

(2) “He that believeth on me, as
the scripture hath said, Out of his in-
nermost being shall flow rivers of
living water. (But this he spake he of
the Spirit which they that believe on
him should receive; for the Holy Ghost
was not yet given; because that Jesus
was not yet glorified).” (John
7:38—-39).

They pointed me to Jesus as the
Baptizer. They told of an increased
love for Him and for others. . . a
deepening in their prayer lives. . . a
new joy in praise and worship. . .
more aliveness in the study and read-
ing of God’s Word. All of these were
my heart’s desire. For the first time, J
spoke aloud my desire to have this gift
of the Holy Spirit.

As we parted, they assured me that
they felt God would bring me into this
new relationship to Himself. Driving
back to work, God confirmed their
words. I can recall the exact spot along
the road where He told me that this
was His desire, too. From that mo-
ment I moved in the certainty that in
His time and His way, His will would
come to pass.

That evening I cleared my mind and
calendar and offered both to Him.
Wondering whether to devote myself
to reading the Word or continuing
with my second reading of Sherrill’s
book, I went to my bedside and knelt
in prayer for guidance. I thanked Him
for my noonday meeting, for prayers
of friends and for His confirmation. I

told Him of my desire for His fulness
and that I believed He would answer
my request and give me only His very
best.

All of this time I was experiencing a
quiet, yet definite, moving within me.
The word, “Tarry”, was imprinted on
my mind. Following, there came,*“They
that wait . . .” The action within me
became more constant and certain. I
glanced at my bedside clock — 6:10
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p.m. I wondered if I had someone to
lay their hands on my head if that
would help. Suddenly I felt hands
slowly, softly placed on my head. A
warm Presence enveloped my entire
being. For awhile there was a complete
immersion in that Presence. Then I
took my hands from my eyes and
placed them on my head — only they
didn’t quite feel like my own. It was
almost a gesture of my acknowledging
His Presence.

Next my mouth began to open —
through no initiation on my part.
There were movements in my throat
and my lips felt an aliveness — almost
a desire to be used. I realized that in
order to speak He must have a voice,
so I gave Him mine. That is the only
way I can explain it. Once I did, He
took over, and strange noises and
sounds came into being. There was a
release of warm, soft tears. I had to
interrupt the movements of my mouth
and throat to swallow. . . even had
to get up to get a handkerchief — won-
dering all the while if this would inter-
fere with His workings. It did not.
There was a feeling of Power within
me. The sounds coming from my
throat were varied — some childlike,
some gutteral, some almost a whisper.

A beautiful quietness settled over
me while this supernatural evidence of
God’s Spirit poured forth. There
seemed no rhyme or reason to it, but
the effect was oneness with Him . . .
wholeness in His Presence. I was
conscious of my own thoughts but not
of trying to put them into actual
words. What would certain people
think of me . . . would this be a one-
time experience . . . could I “‘speak™
whenever I wished to? There was a
sudden abatement and quieting of the
manifestation. I wondered if this
would be the end. Again came the
word, “Wait”. I did.

Soon the movement in my lips re-
sumed. I relaxed, rejoiced, and again
gave Him my voice. The Spirit took
over and there followed a regulated
rise and fall of conversation. It almost
felt at times as if my tongue were
dancing in my mouth. I was conscious
of outside noises — a dog barking . . .
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a lawn mower in the distance. . . a
child practicing scales on a piano.
There were times of the soft fall of
unbidden tears — a well-spring of the
Spirit — a feeling of cleansing. It was if
my spirit were talking to Him — His
speaking to mine. . . as if friends
who had been separated for a long
time and unable to communicate were
now together. There were pauses,
much as in a musical score. There were
expressions of joy — as if in sharing
there were actual “remembering”. of
something. Again came a cessation.

After a short pause, for a third time
the “‘conversation” began. This time it
scemed more musical and I found
myself wondering if someday I might
even sing in the Spirit! I was more
conscious of prayer for individuals. I
wondered what praying with someone
else would be like . . . would I ever be
able to interpret. . . could others
understand me? I was self-conscious —
other-conscious — but above all, al-
ways conscious of the divine source
and power of this new gift from God.

Finally a deep quiet came over me
and I rested in that completeness.
Such a feeling of refreshing, newness
and joy had never been mine before. I
could only say, “Thank you, Jesus!”

Getting up from my bedside I
noticed the time — 7:40! A whole
hour and half with Him — the most
beautiful of my entire life. Deep elbow
prints on my mattress were the only
visible signs of this most significant
manifestation of God I had ever wit-
nessed.

I walked out into the cool evening
and sat awhile — looking up into the
sky. The deepening twilight. . . the
stars . . the thought of His bigness
made me more aware than ever of His
goodness. This big God — in me! using
my voice to speak! manifesting His
presence in vocal communication! It
was staggering — “He picketh up the
isles as a very little thing. . .” — He
lives in me!

What does He want of me now?
How does He intend that I use this
gift? How can I communicate it? Is
there a possibility I might lose. . .
misuse it? Please, Lord, never! These

thoughts stirred me to action and I
reentered the house to find some
answers.

First, I turned to the words which
had meant so much to me. . . “wait
— they that wait”. I found them in
Isaiah 40:31: “They that wait upon
the Lord shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings as
eagles. They shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not faint.”

Then I read the words of Paul in I
Corinthians chapter 14: . . . “I thank
my God, I speak with tongues more
than you all . . . He that speaketh in
an unknown tongue edifieth himself.”

From my card file, I found recorded
these testimonies: “A gift of praise —
not just intellectual thanksgiving but
praise which seems to flow out of un-
known depths. . . communication
which was not limited to vocabu-
lary . . . I am given the sense of God’s
presence . non-conceptual
prayer . . . Jesus is no longer a figure
on the pages of a history book. . .
resilency to meet the tasks of daily
life.” (From “They Speak With Other
Tongues” — John L. Sherrill.) Now I
understand!

These two years since that night of
May 17th, 1971, have increased the
testimonies to the expereince called
the baptism in the Holy Spirit with
speaking in tongues. They came from
Christians of every possible back-
ground and age bracket. Every
denomination and nation is repre-
sented. Bonds of friendship are formed
and cemented as sharing takes place.
Love is no longer limited by personally
prescribed lines — it is a relationship
born out of our relationship to Him.

Thank God I am privileged to stand
along with these and testify to the
aliveness and manifestations of God in
our world today — this day in which
the prophecy of Joel is being fulfilled
— “I will pour out my spirit upon all
flesh; and your sons and daughters
shall prophesy, your old men shall
dream dreams, your young men shall
see visions . . .” ¥
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|n previous studies we have ex-
amined the five main ministries
which have been placed in the body of
Christ. They are listed in Ephesians
4:11, “Apostles, prophets, evangelists,
shepherds and teachers,” Four of these
are primarily considered to be mobile
ministries (i.e. to the whole body of
Christ); they are, the apostle, the
prophet, the evangelist and the
teacher. One, the shepherd or pastor,
is a resident ministry which operates in
a local area.

In relation to the mobile ministries,
we have defined the body of Christ, or
the universal church. as every born
again believer in the Lord Jesus Christ
around the world. The local church we
have defined as all members of the uni-
versal church (born again believers)
who are in a given area. In God’s eyes
there are only two qualifications for
belonging to the local church: being a
born again believer, and being resident
in a given locality.

What we have seen is very different
from the accepted pattern of church
organization which we have inherited
by tradition from previous generations.
As | said before, I believe God has
brought the church into the valley of
decision. Henceforth neutrality and
compromise are no longer possible.
The church today must decide if it is
going to follow the path of tradition
or if it is going to follow the clear pat-
tern of church order which God has
ordained and set forth in the Scrip-
tures.

The fact that God has allowed us to
do something for generations is not a
sign that it is right. Paul said to the
men at Athens about their idolatrous
worship, “And the times of this ignor-
ance God winked at (He closed His
eyes to); but now commandeth all
men everywhere to repent” (Acts
17:30). God has winked at the ignor-
ance of the church for generations but
in our day He is commanding men
everywhere to repent. He is restoring
the understanding of the church as He

ordained it. Increasing light brings
with it increased responsibility.

God did not design the church to be
a lot of separate denominations — each
with its own government, its own
doctrines, each one doing its own
thing. The key to restoring unity and
fellowship in the body of Christ as a
whole, is bringing the leaders together
in fellowship. It is actually the leaders
who divide the body.

A WAY OUT?

How do we come out of the state in
which we find ourselves? How do the
leaders of the church come together? I
believe part of the answer is to be
found in the call that God gave to
Jeremiah the prophet (Jeremiah 1:10):
“See, I have this day set thee over the
nations and over the kingdoms, to root
out, and to pull down, and to destroy,
and to throw down, to build, and to
plant.”

God sovereignly called Jeremiah and
set him over the nations to fulfil God’s
purposes. The initiative came from
God, not from Jeremiah. Everything
of any permanent value in the king-
dom of God has its origin in the pur-
pose and calling of God, not in the
expediencies or improvizations of
men. The child of expedience is in-
variably an Ishmael; the child of divine
purpose is an [saac.

In the task assigned to Jeremiah
there were two processes involved:
There was a pulling down and a build-
ing up. Likewise, in Ecclesiastes 3:3,
we are told that there is ‘“‘a time to
break down, and a time to build up.”
Sometimes in the ecomony of God a
time of building must be preceded by
a time of pulling down. Today God’s
sheep are split up by denominational
barriers that shut them off from fel-
lowship with one another. The first
stage in solving the problem is to break
down these barriers, and this can only
be done effectively by the leaders.

At the present time, all over the
United States, groups of men are be-
ginning to come together in regular fel-
lowship. Some are ordained ministers,
some are laymen, some are leaders of
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prayer groups, some are in special out-
reach activity; but all are men ac-
knowledged of God’s people as
leaders. As they are beginning to come
together in fellowship, the barriers of
mistrust and misunderstanding are
being broken down, and the way is
open for them to consider themselves
as being co-shepherds of one flock. As
this takes place, the barriers between
the flocks are coming down, and they
are fellowshipping with each other.

A friend of mine has said, “Don’t
organize. Recognize!” There are men
in every area who have shepherd quali-
fications; some are already fulfilling
the shepherd ministries. God forbid
that these men be set aside! It is
necessary that these men come into a
right relationship with each other and
that the flock as a whole recognize and
acknowledge them as leaders and
shepherds. As leaders come together,
the flocks will come together.

THE REPRODUCTIVE CYCLE

To this point in our studies we have
seen some of the structure and opera-
tion of the local church; and examined
the nature of the five main ministries
which operate in the body of Christ.
Now we need to see how these min-
istries are intended to reproduce them-
selves.

God created all life with the ability
to reproduce itself. His command was,
“Be fruitful and multiply.” What is
true in the realm of natural law will
often be true in the spiritual. If the
local churches and ministries which we
have been studying are operating as
they should, then God has ordained a
pattern and method of growth which
makes them self-producing.

There are two key ministries in the
reproductive cycle of the church: the
apostle and the elder. We will see how
the apostolic ministry is first brought
forth; how it in turn produces the
elders; and how the elders, then, re-
produce apostles, Three New Tes-
tament cities will be key in our study:
Antioch, Lystra and Ephesus.

The fountain head of all Scriptural
revelation concerning this truth is
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found in Acts 13:1—4:

(1) “Now there were in the church
that was at Antioch certain prophets
and teachers: (Five men are named
here who held the ministry of
prophets and teachers, among whom
are Barnabas and Paul),

(2) “As they ministered to the
Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said,
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the
work whereunto I have called them.”

Before Paul and Barnabas were sent
forth from Antioch, they were
prophets and teachers. After they were
sent forth, they were “sent-forth
ones” — ie. apostles (see Acts 14:4,
14). In the course of their journey
they twice visited the city of Lystra.
On their second visit they “ordained
elders” in the church in this city (see
Acts 14:21-23).

We may represent what has so far
taken place by a simple diagram. A
square represents a resident local con-
gregation. A circle represents a team of
mobile ministries. The letters “P” and
“T” stand for prophets and teachers.
The letters “AP” stand for apostles.
The letters “EL” stand for elders.

ANTIOCH Barnabise LYSTRA

>, -

P&T EL

Paul

As the prophets and teachers in
Antioch fellowship and minister to the
Lord, the apostolic ministries of Paul
and Barnabas are brought forth. This is
the first stage: the mobile ministry of
apostles born out of fellowship in a
local congregation. True spiritual birth
of this kind can only come forth out
of fellowship. Fellowship is the place
of spiritual birth. Without fellowship
there can be no spiritual birth.

The second stage takes place at
Lystra. Within a local congregation
apostles ordain elders, who thereafter

assume responsibility for the leader-
ship of that congregation.

After completing their journey, Paul
and Barnabas return to Antioch and
report to the congregation which
originally sent them forth (see Acts
14:26—28). In due course, Paul is sent
forth a second time from the con-
gregation at Antioch. This time he
takes Silas with him (see Acts 15:40).
Prior to being sent forth with Paul,
Silas was already recognized as a
prophet (see Acts 15:32).

The opening verses of Acts 16
describe how Paul, accompanied by
Silas, came to Lystra: (1) “Then came
he (Paul) to Derbe and Lystra; and,
behold, a certain disciple was there,
named Timotheus (Timothy), the son
of a certain woman, which was a
Jewess, and believed: but his father
was a Greek:”

Timothy had been brought up in
the local assembly in Lystra by his be-
lieving mother, and verse 2 says,
*. . .(Timothy) was well reported of
by the brethren that were at
Lystra; oo™

Timothy had thus obtained his first
degree toward the ministry, he was
recommended by the leaders of his
own local congregation. If you cannot
live the Christian life under the
scrutiny of a local assembly, then you
have no business exporting your life to
others. By scriptural standards, no one
has a right to step out in the ministry
who does not start in this manner.

Timothy was well spoken of and Paul
desired that he should join Silas and
himself in their travels: (3) “Him
would Paul have to go forth with him;
and took and circumcised him because
of the Jews; (4) And they went
through the cities. , .”

What did Silas become when he was
““sent forth” from Antioch, and
Timothy when he was “sent forth”
from Lystra? I Thessalonians gives us
the answer. This epistle was written
jointly by the three men named in the
salutation: “Paul, Silvanus (Silas,)and
Timotheus (Timothy).” In I Thess-
alonians 2:6 we see how these three
men describe themselves: “Nor of men
sought we glory, neither of you, nor
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vet of others, when we might have
been burdensome, as the apostles of
Christ.” Who were these “apostles of
Christ”? Paul, Silas and Timothy. All
three were “sent-forth ones” — Le.
apostles, In this way Silas — like Paul
previously — was promoted from the
ministry of a prophet to that of an
apostle.

Timothy became an apostle in the
same manner as Paul and Silas, by
being sent forth from his local
assembly, which happened to be
Lystra. Timothy received his com-
mission from the elders in that city.
This is indicated in I Timothy 4:14,
where Paul writes to Timothy:
“Neglect not the gift that is in thee,
which was given thee by prophecy
with the laying on of hands of the
presbytery.” The “gift” here men-
tioned by Paul is not the baptism in
the Holy Spirit, as some would sug-
gest. I cannot see a scriptural basis for
anyone needing prophecy to receive
the baptism in the Holy Spirit. The
prophecy probably had to do with
Timothy’s call as an apostle, as this
was the manner in which Paul had pre-
viously received his call to the same
ministry (see Acts 13:2).

The important point is that
Timothy’s ministry was given with the
laying on of hands of the “pres-
bytery”. This word is derived from the
Greek word for elder, presbuteros, and
it means a “group of elders”.

In II Timothy 1:6 Paul again writes
to Timothy concerning his “gift”:
“Wherefore I put thee in remembrance
that thou stir up the gift of God,
which is in thee by the putting on of
my hands,” In this passage Paul in-
dicates that he himself also laid hands
on Timothy. It is reasonable to con-
clude, therefore, that in the initial
“‘sending forth” of Timothy from

Lystra both Paul and the local elders
laid hands on Timothy.

I would imagine that during the
visit of Paul and Silas to Lystra,
prophecy came forth in their fellow-
ship that Timothy was to go forth
with the other two men. The elders
acknowledged it, and together with
Paul and Silas, they laid hands on
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Timothy to commission him, and thus
sent him forth with the senior
apostles, Paul and Silas. This is the
scriptural pattern — the beginner
works with those who are experienced
in the ministry,

We may now return to our diagram
and insert the additional appointments
and developments which take place at
the commencement of Paul’s second
journey:

providence, the way is open for the
next apostolic ministry to be sent
forth by the elders in Ephesus, in the
same way as Timothy himself was sent
forth by the elders at Lystra. However,
this is not actually described in the his-
torical records of the New Testament,
so we represent it conjecturally by
dotted lines.
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Out of the local congregation at
Antioch the apostolic ministry of Silas
is raised up and sent forth. Out of the
local congregation at Lystra the
apostolic ministry of Timothy is raised
up and sent forth, being recommended
by the local elders. In each case a
mobile ministry is born out of local
fellowship.

In a later phase of their travels to-
gether Paul and Timothy came to the
city of Ephesus. They ministered to-
gether there for some time. Then Paul
moved on, leaving Timothy to finish
some work which still needed to be
done (see I Timothy 1:3).

From Paul’s First Epistle to
Timothy we learn that one of
Timothy’s main responsibilities in
Ephesus was to appoint elders. This is
made clear in chapter 3, verses 1—10,
and chapter 5, verses 17—22, where
the qualifications and requirements for
elders are set forth.

From Titus 1:5—9 we see that, on
another occasion, Titus was left by
Paul in Crete with a similar respon-
sibility — that of appointing elders.

Now we return to our diagram and
complete the cycle. Timothy, as an
apostle, has come to Ephesus, and has
there appointed elders in the con-
gregation in that city. Now, in God’s

The alternation of the square, con-
taining elders, and the circle, con-
taining apostles, depicts a reproductive
cycle which can continue ad infinitum.

HOW THIS APPLIES TODAY

In this reproductive cycle the two
key ministries are those of the apostle
and the elder. If we study the New
Testament objectively, we discover
that there is much more said about
apostles and elders than about all the
other ministries put together. But how
are apostolic ministries initially
brought forth? By a birth out of
prophets and teachers, fellowshipping
together and ministering to the Lord
in prayer and fasting (see Acts
13:1-5). This has a very important
practical application to our present
situation: If we are prepared to rec-
ognize in the church today the min-
istries of prophets and teachers, then
out of these there is a scriptural way
for God to bring forth apostolic min-
istries that fulfil all the requirements
of the New Testament.

We find that the Bible in no way
endorses the principle of “apostolic
succession”. This principle states that
an apostle can be ordained only be
someone who is already an apostle,
himself having been similarly ordained.
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The city of Antioch, from which Paul
and Barnabas were originally sent
forth, was within easy reach of
Jerusalem. The New Testament in-
dicates that some of the original
apostles were resident in Jerusalem
(see. for example, Galatians 1:15—19).
If God had required that Paul and
Barnabas should be appointed by men
who were already acknowledged as
apostles, He could easily have arranged
for such men to travel from Jerusalem
to Antioch for this purpose — in the
same way that Judas and Silas were
sent from Jerusalem to Antioch (see
Acts 15:22-23). However, in the
providence of God, the apostleship of
Paul and Barnabas was ordained by
local leaders in the church at Antioch,
not by apostles sent down from
Jerusalem. Thus the New Testament
directly sets aside the requirement of
“apostolic succession™.

According to the pattern of Acts,
apostles are regularly appointed by the
laying on of the hands of the leadersin
a local congregation. For this reason, it
is both logical and scriptural that
apostles should be answerable to the
congregation that sends them forth.

OFFICES AND MINISTRIES

Briefly to round off our studies, we
need to consider two distinct, but
closely related, functions in the
church. These are: governmental
offices and spiritual ministries.

Scripture recognizes only two
governmental offices in each local
church. These are elders and deacons.
Elders function in the spiritual realm
and deacons in the material realm. To-
gether they provide day-by-day leader-
ship and direction to the church.
Above the elders there is no higher
level of administrative leadership. If
we are to preserve the autonomy and
integrity of the local church, which
Scripture so jealously guards, we must
never depart from two basic prin-
ciples: first, there is no governmental
office above that of the elders; second,
the eldership of each church is always
plural.

In conjunction with the govern-
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mental offices God has also ordained
for each local church certain basic
spiritual ministries. These are listed by
Paul in I Corinthians 12:28: “And
God hath set some in the church, first
apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts
of healings, helps, governments, diver-
sities of tongues.” This is one of the
few places in Scripture where Paul ex-
plicitly lists the ministries in descend-
ing order of authority. He indicates
this by the use of the words “first”,
“secondarily™, “thirdly”, *‘after that™
— and so on. The highest spiritual au-
thority in each local church is that of
the apostles. This is followed in tumn
by that of the prophers and the
teachers.

On the other hand, the highest
governmental office in the local
church is that of the elders. Thus when
an apostle becomes resident in a
locality, he takes a governmental
office in the local church as a *‘co-
elder”. This is illustrated by the words
of Peter in I Peter 5:1: “The elders
who are among you I exhort who am
also an elder.” A more literal trans-
lation is, *1 exhort you as a co-elder. ”
The Greek word used is a single, com-
pound noun — sum-presbuteros — co-
elder.

From the passage in Acts 13:1-4
we may reasonably assume that the
five men there listed as prophets and
teachers were likewise recognized as
co-elders in the church at Antioch.

This leads us to a general principle.
In the city where they take up resi-
dence, apostles, prophets and teachers
take their place as co-elders side by
side with the resident elders in the
local church. In matters of govern-
mental administration they function
on the same level as these local elders.
However, in matters which fall within
the scope of their special ministries —
whether as apostles, prophets, or
teachers — their authority is to be
acknowledged both by the local elders
and by the congregation as a whole.

It is interesting to note that there is
no mention of evangelists among the
ministries listed in [ Corinthians
12:28. There is a logical reason for

this. The ministry of the evangelist is
directed exclusively toward the uncon-
verted. But all the members of the
local church are, by definition, already
converted. Therefore there is no need
within the church for the ministry of
the evangelist. This does not mean that
the evangelist is not a member of the
local church. As a believer, he has his
place within the church along with all
the other believers, but he does not
function there in his ministry as an
evangelist.

One believer may combine within
himself a governmental office with one
or more spiritual ministries. For in-
stance, Peter held the governmental
office of an elder, but he also had the
spiritual ministry of an apostle. Again,
Philip held the governmental office of
a deacon, but he exercised the spiritual
ministry of an evangelist (outside the
fellowship of the church). Apparently
he also had the ministries of the work-
ings of miracles and the gifts of heal-
ings, which could be exercised either
inside or outside the church. (See Acts
6:5;8:6—7; 21:8).

Many other such combinations of
office and ministry are possible.

GOD’S SOVEREIGN INTERVENTION

In our studies we have seen how the
local church develops from a single
cell into a functioning body, with
completed leadership and a full range
of ministries. There are many evi-
dences that God is now leading His
people back into this original New Tes-
tament pattern of church life.

Faced with this sovereign inter-
vention of God, we are left with only
two possible choices. We may identify
ourselves with God’s purposes and
move with Him to their fulfilment. Or
we may refuse to recognize God’s
intervention and reject His purposes,
only to find that God sets us aside and
raises up other, more yielded instru-
ments for the accomplishment of His
will.

For believers who will make the
first choice, the most glorious period
in the history of the church lies im-
mediately ahead. ¥
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by Howard Coffey

OUTLINE

Introduction — Proverbs 1:1-9,
I — Proverbs of Solomon — First

Compilation:

Wisdom for Young Men — 1:10
through 7:27.

Wisdom Praised — 8:1 through
9:18.

General Proverbs — 10:1 through
24:34,

II — Proverbs of Solomon — Second
Compilation by Hezekiah:

General Proverbs — 25:1 through
2927,

Il — Proverbs of Agur and King
Lemuel:

Chapter 30 and 31.

ECCLESIASTES

SYNOPSIS: — Ecclesiastes, the
Preacher, is the second book of
Solomon’s writings. It was written,
perhaps, in his old age after the years
of wealth, power and idolatry, as a
legacy to his son, Roboam; and could,
in my opinion, be called the Second
Book of Proverbs. Though not given
entirely in the same style and sen-
tentious sayings, the underlying pur-
pose of teaching is there. Solomon said
it this way:

But then, because the Preacher
was wise, he went on teaching the
people all he knew; and he col-
lected proverbs and classified
them. For the Preacher was not
only a wise man, but a good
teacher; he not only taught what
he knew to the people, but
taught them in an interesting
manner. The wise man’s words
are like goads that spur action.
They nail down important truths.
Students are wise who master
what their teachers tell them.
(Ecclesiastes 12:9—11, LB).

Most of the singular maxims should
not be taken out of context, but

should be related always to the con-
clusion of the book, which is its pur-
pose of being; there are some excep-
tions. See OUTLINE — *“Numerous
Proverbs Interspersed.” This must be
considered for, though the teaching
seems to major in the feeling of human
despair at the “*vanity and vexation of
spirit” (. . . chasing the wind . . .”
is the way the Living Bible puts it),
this soulish, mundane concept of the
futility of everyday life is in reality the
schoolmaster that should lead us to
divine wisdom and truth expressed in
both the anteconclusion and the final
conclusion of the whole matter:
Remember now thy Creator in
the days of thy youth, while the
evil days come not, nor the years
draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I
have no pleasure in them
(Ecclesiastes 12:1, KJV).

Let us hear the conclusion of the
whole matter: Fear God, and keep his
commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man. For God shall bring
every work into judgment, with every
secret thing, whether it be good, or
whether it be evil, (Ecclesiastes
12:13—-14 KJV).

OUTLINE

I. Introduction — Vanity of Van-
ities: 1:1-2

I1. The Words of the Preacher:

(1) The Futility of All Things of
Natural Life:

1:3 — 2:26; 3:9 — 4:4; 4:15, 16;
5:7-18;6:1-12; 8:14 —9:12;

11:8—10.

(2) Numerous Proverbs Inter-
spersed:

3:1-8; 4:5-14; 5:1-6, 19, 20;
7:1-29; 8:1-13; 9:13—18; 10:1-20;

11:1—9.

IIl. Conclusion — Remember and
Fear God — Chapter 12.

(Continued on next page)
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SONG OF SOLOMON

SYNOPSIS — The Song of Solomon
is the third and last of the writings of
Solomon in Scripture. In the Hebrew
Bible this book is called the “Song of
Songs”, from the introductory words,
““The song of songs, which is
Solomon’s”, meaning perhaps that of
the thousand and five songs Solomon
composed (I Kings 4:32) this is the
principal one.

This book has long been the stum-
blingblock of the carnally minded in-
dividual and a steppingstone for the
spiritually minded who rejoices in
divine revelation by the Holy Spirit. It
is typical in nature, setting forth the
wonderful and glorious type of Christ
and His Bride, the Church. It is, also,
practical in its expression of true, pure
marital love which is ordained of God,
as against asceticism and lust, the two
extreme violations of the holiness and
blessedness of marriage.

The frankness of expression is
typically oriental, and foreign to the
carnal western mind. However, its mes-
sage is spiritual, and therefore readily
understandable by both the oriental
and western mind that is subject to the
Spirit of God through revelation to the
born-again spiritual man.

It is a refreshing, fulfilling expanded
picture of Ephesians 5:21—-33, which
is summed up by verses 30 through 32;

For we are members of his
body, of his flesh, and of his
bones. For this cause shall a man
leave his father and mother, and
shall be joined unto his wife, and
they two shall be one flesh. This
is a great mystery: but I speak
concerning Christ and the
Church. (See, also: Matthew
9:15; II Corinthians 11:1, 2;
Revelations 19:7; 21:2)

The relationship of Christ and the
Bride, both collectively and individ-
vally, is typified by the marital re-
lationship, which is for this reason
hated and profaned by Satan. The
“Song of Songs” lifts both the type
and the fulfiliment of the type to the
glorious and rapturous levels intended
by God from the initial planning of
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His eternal design and purpose:

I pray that you will begin to
understand how incredibly great
his power is to help those who
believe him. It is that same
mighty power that raised Christ
from the dead and seated him in
the place of honor at God’s right
hand in heaven, far, far above any
other king or ruler or dictator or
leader. Yes, his honor is far more
glorious than that of anyone else,
either in this world or in the
world to come. And God has put
all things under his feet and made

him the supreme head of the
church, which is his body, filled

with himself, the author and giver

of everything everywhere

(Ephesians 1:19—23 — LB).

I recommend the reading of the
book from the Living Bible which has
presented it with headings identifying
the speakers, “King Solomon™, “The
Girl”, and “The Young Women of
Jerusalem”. Even though the headings

are not found in the original text, they
are very helpful and the presentation is
beautiful and interesting.

OUTLINE

Due to the availability of what I
consider the best outline of the “Song
of Solomon™ I have ever become ac-
quainted with, I have not ventured to
produce one of my own. It is from the
chapter headings of the book, “Song
of Songs”, by Watchman Nee (Chris-
tian Literature Crusade, Fort Washing-

ton, Penn. 19034), which we offer
herewith:
The Title — 1:1

Part One — Initial Love — 1:2 —
257

Part Two — Faltering Love — 2:8 —
3:5.

Part Three — Growing Love — 3:6 —
Sl

Part Four — Transforming Love —
5:2—-7:13.

Part Five — Mature Love — 8:1—14,
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LET'S FACE

We have
this
problem

Does the Presence
of God'’s power
indicate God" approval?

hy
Don Basham

Reprinted with permission. True & False Prophets,
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A few years ago, an article in news-
papers all across the land re-
ported the death of a prominent
evangelist, noted for his ministry of
healing. The article stated that the
evangelist had been found dead in his
hotel room in a certain city with
thousands of dollars in cash in his
pockets. The cause of death was acute
alcoholism. Yet miracles of healing
had followed his ministry right up
until the time of his death.

A minister I know saw this evan-
gelist appear backstage at his own
meeting so drunk he could scarcely
stand up. Yet when the time to preach
arrived, he suddenly sobered up, min-
istered with powerful results; and
immediately after the service resumed
his drinking.

Such problems have always existed
in the Christian ministry, but today
they have reached crisis proportions.
The restoration of the miraculous gifts
and ministries of the Holy Spirit have

served to spotlight the difficulty. Any
time the church moves into new power
and experience, new problems arise.
Increased power brings increased
problems.

But understand this: God does not
allow the difficulties to surface to dis-
courage us. He doesn’t turn on the
light to hinder but to help. When sin-
ful matters are exposed, it is for the
purpose of correcting them. Therefore
the light is as much an expression of
God’s love as it is of His judgment. In
God’s providence there is an answer to
every problem, and it is our purpose in
these pages not only to expose the
error of false apostles, prophets,
teachers and pastors, but also to bring
to light God’s solution.

Here is another illustration of the
problem:

While I was ministering in a certain
city some years ago, a woman came to
me for counseling. In the course of the
interview she admitted to having be-
come involved in an adulterous re-
lationship with a local Spirit-baptized
clergyman who was much sought after
as a charismatic leader and conference
speaker. She refused to divulge his
name.

Two days later, I counseled with yet
another young woman who began to
tell me about a charismatic minister
she had turned to for help. As she de-
scribed the man (whom she also re-
fused to name), it was obviously the
same man described to me two days
earlier. And sure enough, this woman
also confessed to having committed
adultery with the minister for a period
of many months.

Neither woman would name the
man because he was a highly effective
and admired spiritual leader in their
city.

Let me relate one final illustration.
At a teaching mission in a certain
Eastern city, a lovely young woman
made an appointment to see me fol-
lowing a morning service.

“Rev. Basham,” she said as we sat
alone in the pastor’s study, “I have a
problem so unusual that I hardly know
how to tell you about it.” (It wasn’t
nearly as unusual as she thought!).
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“Our church brought an evangelist
here some months ago. And his
preaching was wonderful! Many
people were saved and filled with the
Holy Spirit. So far as the meetings
were concerned, it was a wonderful
week!”

She paused and her eyes began to
fill with tears. “But it wasn’t a won-
derful week for me. My problem
is. . . well, I know that minister is a
servant of God, and I know God used
him in a wonderful way. I saw that
with my very own eyes. But. . . It
was several seconds before she could
find her voice and continue.

“The very first night he began look-
ing at me in a way that made me un-
comfortable. And after the service, he
told me the Lord had shown him that
I was a very special person and that he
could help me discover the way I was
to serve God. I was flattered but more
than a little concerned because his
manner was. . . well. .. too
familiar,

““The next night,” the young
woman continued, “he sought me out
again after the service. He took both
my hands in his and told me the Lord
had shown him he could be a father to
me. Only, Rev. Basham. . .” Tears
started to spill from her eyes again,
“. . .he wasn’t looking at me like a
father, but in a way that made me
feel . . . undressed!”

“Then after the third night’s service,
he said that while he had been praying
for me the night before, God had re-
vealed to him that he could be a hus-
band to me! He was holding both my
hands again as he said it. I shuddered
and tried to tell myself he couldn’t
have said what he did. But I knew by
the way he looked at me and by the
way he held my hands that he really
meant it. I broke away from him and
rushed home in tears!

“Worst of all, Reverend Basham,”
she shook her head sadly, “at two
o’clock in the morning, my telephone
rang, It was the evangelist calling from
his motel room. He begged me to
come down to his motel and join him.
He said he wanted to pray with me. He
said God was showing him many

wonderful revelations about me and
that it was necessary for him to share
them with me immediately. And he
told me not to tell anyone where I was
going.

“I guess I screamed at him over the
telephone, and hung up. I didn’t have
the nerve to attend any more of his
services, because I knew he wanted to
have an affair with me. No man who
invites a woman to his motel room at
2 o’clock in the morning has right
motives; I don’t care how great a
preacher he is. But Reverend Basham,
how can such things happen? I know
he is a man of God. His miraculous
ministry proves that! But I just don’t
understand!”

That young woman was right. She
didn’t understand, just as thousands of
other Christians don’t understand. She
wasn’t aware of even a fraction of that
particular evangelist’s reputation. For I
had heard complaints from re-
sponsible, heartsick Christians in many
parts of the country; Christian fathers
and husbands whose daughters and
wives had been seduced by the man.
Yet his man is still in ministry, still
winning people to Christ with mirac-
ulous effectiveness.

How can a minister whose personal
life is a moral shambles, who is guilty
of continuing dishonesty or im-
morality or deception continue to ex-
ercise an effective ministry attested to
by the miraculous gifts of the Holy
Spirit?

I know of no more pressing problem
in the church today than the problem
of false prophets, apostles, teachers
and pastors. For that his how the men
we've been describing must be clas-
sified. They are FALSE ministers of
Christ. We trust this article may help
explain how the problem comes about,

HOW CAN THESE THINGS BE?

Matthew chapter 22 records the ac-
count of some Sadducees who tried to
trick Jesus with a fable about a woman
whose husband died. In turn she
marries her husband’s seven brothers,
each of whom also dies. At the resur-
rection, the Sadducees ask, whose wife

shall she be? Jesus’ answer had ap-
plication far beyond the question of
marriage in heaven. It has real rel-
evance for our discussion, “Ye do err,”
Jesus replied, “not knowing the scrip-
tures, nor the power of God.” (v. 29)

Many tragic situations in the Body
of Christ today stem from this fault:
We do not know the Seriptures. To be
ignorant of God’s word. Jesus says, is
to be shut off from God’s power. In
other words, before we can find God’s
solution to a problem, we must know
what God’s word has to say.

Man is not entitled to his opinion of
how God ought to work. He has a re-
sponsibility to study the Scriptures to
determine how God does work, and
then to bring his life into line with the
purposes of God.

The scripturally ignorant person
complains, “Why does God do this?
Why did God allow that?” Essentially,
it is rebellion which asks, “Why does
God?”, while submission leads the
Christian to God’s word for the
answer, “Why God does.” So, we must
study the scriptures and learn God’s
ways.

Let’s state the basic problem once
more: How can a man whose personal
life is a moral shambles have a public
ministry in which the genuine mirac-
ulous gifts of the Holy Spirit are in
evidence? In this chapter we will ex-
amine 5 reasons why we’ve failed to
understand how these things can be.

1. We have misunderstood the
meaning of God’s grace.

A recurring problem in the Christian
life is the fallacy that we receive God’s
grace because we deserve it. The prob-
lem usually begins in childhood.

“If you are good boys and girls,
when you die you’ll go to heaven!”
pipes many a well-meaning Sunday
School teacher.

Good boys and girls go to heaven
when they die.

Bad boys and girls go to hell when
they die.

This deception may continue to
plague us when we’re grown, even
though we claim with Paul that we are
sinners saved by grace.

“For by grace are ye saved through
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faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: Not of works, lest any
man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8—9
KIV)

We know God’s grace is a gift which
cannot be earned. However, we fail to
remember this when we consider the
spiritual gifts which are ours through
the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

Too often I've heard this ad-
monition given to those struggling to
receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit:

“The Holy Ghost won’t come into
an unclean vessel. There must be some
unconfessed sin in your life!” Asif by
self-effort any of us could become
worthy to receive the Holy Spirit! The
same lie we heard as children reasserts
itself in slightly altered form: “Be
good and you’ll go to heaven”, be-
comes “Be good and you'll receive the
baptism. Be good and God will give
you spiritual gifts!”

Such a statement denies the defini-
tion of a gift. A gift cannot be earned,
or else it’s not a gift, it’s wages or re-
ward. Paul had to explain this to the
Roman Christians:

“Now to him that worketh is the
reward not reckoned of grace, but of
debt. But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on him that justifieth the
ungodly, his faith is counted for righ-
teousness.” (Romans 4:4—5 KJV)

As in salvation, so also in spiritual
gifts. They are neither deserved or
earned! They are given,

How many times, after ministering
the baptism in the Holy Spirit, or heal-
ing, or deliverance, are we told, “You
must be a holy man to be able to do
that!” As if by some personal merit
we’ve earned a miraculous ministry.
But personal merit has absolutely
nothing to do with it! Even the
apostles knew this. Acts chapter 3 con-
tains the story of Peter and John min-
istering healing to the lame man at the
Gate called Beautiful. It was a spec-
tacular miracle and those beholding it
drew the same conclusion people draw
today. Peter had to correct them.

““And when Peter saw it, he
answered unto the people, Ye men of
Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why
look ye so earnestly on us, as though
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by our own power or holiness we had
made this man to walk?”

Then Peter gives the credit to Jesus,
where it belongs:

“And his name through faith in his
name hath made this man strong,
whom ye see and know: yea, the faith
which is by him (Jesus) hath given him
this perfect soundness in the presence
of you all, (Acts 3:12 and 16 KJV)

Peter repudiated the idea that his
power or holiness had anything to do
with the healing. Why was his de-
nunciation necessary? Because those
people also believed that a man had to
be a moral supersaint to perform
miracles. But grace cannot be earned;
it can only be gratefully received
through faith. And ministers used of
God to perform miracles may be no
better morally or ethically than any
other believer in Christ.

II. We have mistakenly assumed the
gifts of the Spirit were an endorsement
of character.

Although people tend to accept the
gifts of the Spirit as the mark of the
true or false apostle or prophet, the
word of God insists it is Christ-like
character, not the miraculous gifts,
which determine his status. “Where-
fore by their fruits ye shall know
them.” (Matthew 7:20 KJV)

If I give you $5,000.00, that gift
says nothing about you or your char-
acter! It does not say whether you are
tall or short, strong or weak, good or
bad, wise or foolish. The only thing it
indicates about you is that you are the
recipient of my gift.

But that $5,000.00 says a great deal
about me. It indicates that I am a man
of considerable wealth; that I am
generous and helpful and benevolent.
A gift says nothing about the re-
cipient, but much about the donor.

So also with the gifts of the Holy

Spirit. They say nothing about the.

men who receive them, (except that
they had faith to receive them.)
Rather, they reflect the miraculous
power of God.

Years ago, a man spoke at our
church who had been a hardened
criminal before he accepted Christ.

“After his conversion he began to pray

effectively for some of his ailing fel-
low-prisoners. During our service, he
testified to some of these healing mir-
acles. Afterward, one member of our
church was very upset.

“How dare that convict talk like
that!” he fumed. “The very idea that
God would give his healing power to a
criminal is disgusting! Why, my uncle
was one of the greatest preachers in
our whole denomination and God
never used him for healing. Yet my
uncle was a good man all his life. How
could God use a criminal?”’

The critical church member failed
to realize the miracles were demonstra-
tions of God’s power and that they re-
vealed nothing about the convict ex-
cept that God used him.

A woman once complained to me
about a person God was using.

“Brother Harry claims he has the
gift of prophecy,” she lamented, “but
he still chews tobacco, and when he’s
mad, he beats his wife! How can such
a man genuinely prophesy?”

“I'm sure God would rather use
someone who didn’t chew tobacco or
beat his wife,” I answered. “But if
Harry is the only man in your church
who has exercised faith for prophecy,
then he’s the only one God can
presently use to bring forth His word.”

Paul says in II Corinthians 4:7:

““‘But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the excellency of
the power may be of God, and not of
s

What does the treasure represent?
The wealth and riches of God. What
does the treasure say about the
earthen vessel? Nothing, except that
the \vessel holds the treasure. Such
precious treasure in such humble
vessels, Paul reflects, is a reminder that
the power is God’s and that we cannot
make ourselves worthy of it.

" IIl. God gives and doesn’t take
back.

“For the gifts and the call of God
are irrevocable.” (Romans 11:29 RSV)

This scripture verse offers another
explanation for the existence of the
false prophet who manifests genuine
gifts. The word “gifts” used in this
verse is the word charismata, the same
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word Paul uses to describe spiritual
gifts in First Corinthians 12. So Paul
implies that God gives spiritual gifts to
men and no matter what sin a man
may fall into, God does not revoke His
gifts. Here we have a conflict between
what man thinks God should do and
what God chooses to do. The under-
standable human reaction is, “If I were
God, I wouldn’t do it that way. If I
gave a miraculous ministry to a man
and he fell into sin, I'd take the power
away.”

That’s the human way, all right:
pour out the miracles as long as the
man behaves himself, but snatch them
away the moment he steps out of line.
But that is not God’s way.

“For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, saith the Lord. For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so
are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
(Isaiah 55:8-9 KJV)

Our responsibility is not to try to
change God’s methods, but to under-
stand his ways and flow with them. We
need to say with David:

“Shew me thy ways, O Lord; teach

me thy paths. Lead me in thy truth,
and teach me: for thou art the God of
my salvation;. . .” (Psalm 25:4-5
KIV)
In this case, man’s objection stems
from the mistaken belief that God
should give spiritual gifts as merit
badges for good behavior. If this were
true, then of course, the gifts would be
taken away for misbehavior.

But since the gifts of the Holy Spirit
are not given because a man behaves
properly, neither are they removed be-
cause a man behaves improperly!

“For the gifts and the call of God
are irrevocable!” God gives them “for
keeps”. He does not call them back.
Let this be a sober warning to any man
desiring a miraculous ministry! Is it
any wonder that Jesus said, “For unto
whomsoever much is given, of him
shall be much required . . .”? (Luke
12:48 KJV) Can you see how our ig-
norance of God’s word has led us into
dangerous waters? Many have assumed
the more God’s power flows through a
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man’s life, the more spiritual pro-
tection he has. Don’t you believe it!
The greater the ministry, the greater
the danger. The more powerful the
ministry, the more significant a target
for Satan the minister becomes.

IV, The ministry belongs to God
and not to the man.

Every miraculous ministry is God’s;
it does not belong to man. God says,
“My glory will I not give to another.”
(Isaiah 42:8 KJV) We must distinguish
between the miracle-working ministry
and the man through whom that min-
istry flows.

God will perform His ministry ac-
cording to His wisdom, even though
the human vessel through whom that
ministry flows may not be living the
obedient life he should. A miracle-
working ministry entitles a man to no
special favors from God. Rather, it ex-
poses him to far greater risks than the
average Christian runs, It is wrong to
assume a man is “‘someone special”
simply because he has a powerful min-
istry. He is “special” only in the sense
that God has chosen to use him as a
channel or mouthpiece.

The scriptures reinforce this point.

“For as the rain cometh down, and
the snow from heaven, and returneth
not thither, but watereth the earth,
and maketh it bring forth and bud,
that it may give seed to the sower, and
bread to the eater: So shall my word
be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void, but it
shall accomplish that which 1 please,
and it shall prosper in the thing where-
to I send it.” (Isaiah 55:10—11 KJV)

The picture here is one of God
initiating, nurturing, and harvesting
that ministry which He sends forth.
True, the Lord uses the prophet’s or
minister’s mouth. But it is the message
and the ministry God is primarily con-
cerned with here, not the obedience or
disobedience of the mouthpiece. It’s
God’s word that shall prosper, not
necessarily the one through whom the
word is ministered.

Even Jesus declared the ministry
was the Father’s and not His; He had
no power on His own.

“Then answered Jesus and said unto
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you,
The Son can do nothing of himself,
but what he seeth the Fatherdo. . .”
(John 5:19 KIV)

“I can of mine own self do noth-
ing. . .” (John 5:30a KIV)

And to the Philippians Paul wrote
that he was . . .

“ . . confident of this very thing,
that he which hath begun a good work
in you will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ. . ."” (Philippians 1:6
KIV)

God begins the work and He will
perform it. God is determined to per-
form His ministry whether a particular
human instrumentality measures up or
not.

So God bestows a miraculous min-
istry, not because He thinks the min-
ister is morally or spiritually superior,
but that the needs of His people may
be met! It is God’s love and
compassion (not the minister’s) that
leads to a demonstration of His power
(not the minister’s power) to meet His
people’s needs. Once He bestows a
ministry upon a man, that man re-
mains His chosen vessel, even though
the devil may wreak havoc within the
man’s personal life. ““. . . the gifts and
the call of God are irrevocable.”

Now let’s examine God’s dealing
with the man, quite apart from the
miracles that are flowing through him.
A man with a powerful ministry is sub-
ject to far greater temptations than the
average Christian. His position of
unique privilege is also a position of
unique peril. The fact that he is chosen
for a powerful ministry makes it all
the more imperative that he submit to
the cleansing and crucifying work of
the Holy Spirit in his own personal
life. Unfortunately, most Christians
assume the lion’s share of that
crucifying work has already taken
place, else God would not have chosen
the man. Alas, both God’s word and
contemporary experience confirm the
fallacy of such an assumption.

For our protection, God would have
us understand that the marks of the
true apostle and prophet are not the
miracles, but the fruit of the Spirit in
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the apostle or prophet’s life. It is pre-
cisely because the miracles say nothing
about the man that we must examine
other credentials to determine if he is
a true or false apostle or prophet.

As my friend Derek Prince has
bluntly stated: “If you want to know
if a man is a true apostle or prophet,
don’t look at the miracles in his min-
istry; see if he pays his bills at home
and if the woman he’s traveling with is
his wife!”

V. God’s judgment may be delayed,
but it is certain.

Something in human nature
prompts us, when given an inch, to
take a mile. That is, if we get away
with something the first time, we will
almost certainly try it a second and
third time. If we can escape detection,
all of us are tempted to appear self-
disciplined, while privately indulging
ourselves. Against this tendency to
self-indulgence, we must acknowledge
the certainty of God’s judgment.

The fact that God is slow to ex-
ercise judgment is a snare which Satan
effectively uses. Many Christians as-
sume that since God’s justice is de-
layed, they may never have to account
for their disobedience or wickedness.
This is a special temptation to the man
whose ministry continues to be mirac-
ulous, even after he falls into sin. He
may mistake God’s forbearance for in-
difference.

“He (the wicked) hath said in his
heart, God hath forgotten: he hideth
his face; he will never see it. . .
Wherefore doth the wicked condemn
God? he hath said in his heart, Thou
wilt not require it.” (Psalm 10:11 and
13K1V)

But he presumes too much:

“Because he (God) hath appointed a
day, in the which he will judge the
world in righteousness by that man
(Jesus) whom he hath ordained . . .”
(Acts 17:31 KJV)

Here are some scriptures which in-
dicate both God’s reluctance to anger,
and His reminder of the certainty of
justice.

“The Lord is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.
He will not always chide: neither will
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he keep his anger forever.

“He hath not dealt with us after our
sins; not rewarded us according to our
iniquities.

“For as the heaven is high above the
earth, so great is his mercy toward
them that fear him.” (Psalm 103:8—11
KIV)

“The Lord is gracious, and full of
compassion; slow to anger, and of
great mercy.” (Psalm 145:8 KJV)

“And rend your heart, and not your
garments, and turn unto the Lord your
God: for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and of great kindness,
and repenteth him of the evil.”” (Joel
2:13 KJV)

“The Lord is slow to anger, and
great in power, and will not at all
acquit the wicked . . .” (Nahum 1:3
KJV)

This parable of Jesus’ is also
pertinent:

“Then began he to speak to the
people this parable; A certain man
planted a vineyard, and let it forth to
husbandmen, and went into a far
country for a long time.

“And at the season he sent a servant
to the husbandmen, that they should
give him of the fruit of the vineyard:
but the husbandmen beat him, and
sent him away empiy.

“And again he sent another servant:
and they beat him also, and entreated
him shamefully, and sent him away
empty.

“And again he sent a third: and
they wounded him also and cast him
out,

“Then said the lord of the vineyard,
What shall I do? I will send my be-
loved son: it may be they will rev-
erence him when they see him.

“But when the husbandmen saw
him, they reasoned among themselves,
saying, This is the heir: come let us kill
him, that the inheritance may be ours.

“So they cast him out of the vine-
vard, and killed him. What therefore
shall the lord of the vineyard do unto
them?

“He shall come and destroy these
husbandmen, and shall give the vine-
yard to others.” (Luke 20:9—16a
KIV))

While the obvious meaning of the
parable is that since the Israelites
stoned and killed the prophets, they
would put to death the Son of God, it
also has signficance for us because it
reveals the patience of God toward his
ministers.

The owner of the vineyard is God
and the husbandmen to whom he en-
trusts the vineyard are the ministers of
God. As God delays his coming in
person, the ministers, szill exercising
their ministries, become more and
more sinful and rebellious, resorting to
violence and eventual murder. The
ministers shall eventually be de-
stroyed, but only after repeated post-
ponements of judgment, prompted by
the longsuffering of God, who con-
tinues to hope for their repentance.

But the postponement of God’s
judgment merely allows the rebellion
latent in His husbandmen to be fully
manifested.

“The Lord is not slack concerning
his promise, as some men count slack-
ness; but is longsuffering to us-ward,
not willing that any should perish, but
that all should come to repentance.”
(II Peter 3:9 KJV)

God'’s loving patience is a dangerous
thing for a man entrusted with a
powerful ministry!

We have examined the reasons why
Christians have not understood how
miracles can be present in the ministry
of a man who is not living an honest,
moral or godly life.

These ministries will continue to
roam at large in the body of Christ
until God’s people begin to open their
eyes and take a scriptural look at the
ministry. There is nothing dis-
respectful or sacrilegious about ques-
tioning the ministry of an individual
whose life and background is dubious.
We think nothing of carefully ex-
amining for months an insurance com-
pany with whom we will trust our
earthly possessions; but we often will
receive without a moment’s question
the ministry of a man who could en-
danger our spiritual well-being.

God would call His people to a new
level of understanding and maturity,
are we willing to meet the challenge?¥
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