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TESTIMONY OF HEALING

Dear Sir:

Greetings in the name of Jesus. |
thought 1 would write and tell you
what the Lord has done for me during
the Fall Christian Growth Conference
held in Miami last May. I will begin
with a short word of testimony of the
events leading up to the healing.

On March 9, 1971, | was involved in
a head-on  automobile collision, in
which 1| received eleven injuries, and
was confined to the hospital sixteen
days.

No one suspected, at the time that
1 would have any permanent injuries,
but my back, right arm, hand, chest
and legs did not heal. I lived with al-
most constant pain, to say nothing of
the damage done to my nerves, so life
became a routine of sedatives and tran-
quilizers  (against my convictions).
Finally realizing my fate, loss of car,
loss of job, and being in a deadlock
with the insurance company (they re-
fused settlement pénding my signing a
full physical release with them), I be-
gan to have many sleepless nights.

On Wednesday, October 27 at 4:00
a.m., | got up, unable to sleep, picked
up a copy of the New Wine Magazine
and read the words: “Have you con-
sidered attending the Fall Christian
Growth Conference?” After turning
over further and reading the schedule

2

and all about the speakers, | said, “Oh,
Lord, maybe this is just what I need.”

The next day | called my Attorney
and asked if I could go to Florida and
to my surprise, he said, “l think that is
a great idea.” 1 had tried since early
spring to get his permission to visit my
brother in Fort Lauderdale, but he had
refused.

I arrived in time for the Sunday
night service and really wondered why
I had come to such a meeting! Several
times during the next two days | was
tempted to leave and go to my brother
in Fort Lauderdale. (I would like to
mention here that thus far | had not
received the baptism in the Holy
Spirit. Even though | attended the
Workshop here in Clarksburg and re-
ceived a touch from God, there were
many hindrances to my receiving the
baptism at that time. I had been well
educated at Philadelphia School of the
Bible, and in my years of ministry as a
Bible teacher both among children and
adults, had taught against the baptism
with evidence of speaking in tongues.
It was necessary for the Lord to put
me in a situation where these barriers
must be broken).

On Tuesday night a new found
friend insisted that I talk with Rev.
Arthur Wallis, one of the speakers.
After a very brief conversation we had
prayer and he laid hands on my
shoulder and asked the Lord Jesus to
heal all of my injuries and deliver me
from taking tranquilizers. Praise the
Lord, He did just that! The next day I
was able to swim across the pool about
eight times. | have not had another
tranquilizer or sedative since.

Now | am back home, able to carry
my own groceries, do my own house-
work and look forward to shoveling
SNOW.

Far above the healing of my body
has been the deliverance from de-
pression, satanic fear and the I have
received the baptism in the Holy
Spirit. 1 also followed the Lord in
water baptism in the ocean and came
to the realization that all of my past
failures, sin and old self-life have been
buried in the sea of God’s forget-
fulness. Hallelujah, 1 have been raised

to walk in an entirely new life in the
Holy Spirit.
Sincerely in Christ,
G.L.
Clarksburg, W.Va.

IMPORTANT OR NOT?

Dear Brethern:

My family and myself always enjoy
receiving new issues of the New Wine
Magazine. There are so many good
articles that really feed us spiritually.
However, the forum article, in the
February issue, I believe was un-
necessary. | don’t see how four, in-
telligent, Spirit-filled, Bible scholars,
could find themselves in a lengthly dis-
cussion of the woman’s place in the
church. 1 have found so many times,
that people that concern themselves
with this sort of thing, are lacking
something spiritually. This sort of
thing doesn’t glorify God in the least.
If we would concern ourselves with
spiritual things, and mind the things of
the Lord, we would find ourselves
much too busy for discussions such as
the one about the leadership of
women in the church. (Romans 8:4.5)
that the righteousness of the law might
be fulfilled in us, who walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit. For they
that are after the flesh, do mind the
things of the flesh. But they that are
after the Spirit, the things of the
Spirit. In (St. John 20:17) we find
that Jesus appeared first to Mary Mag-
dalene, out of whom He had cast out
seven devils, telling her to go and tell.

He didn’t appear unto the eleven,
who had walked with Him first. But
would you believe He appeared unto a
woman first, and said unto her, Go
and tell, go and proclaim, go and wit-
ness. There are so many dedicated
women missionaries, who sold out
completely, and went into heathen
countries, when supposed-to-be
dedicated Spirit-filled men of the Gos-
pel wouldn’t go. Nowhere in the Word
does it specify just men, but Jesus said
“Go ye”. The harvest is ripe and time
is too short to be haggling. trying to
prove or disprove something which is

(Continued on page 3)
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of no importance. Jesus said that they
that be for me, can’t be against me. So
let’s be for Him. After all we find in
God’s Word, that He chose at one time
to speak through an ass, but that
didn’t mean the ass was trying to have
authority over man. If the man would
have had his spiritual eyes open, he
would have been able to see the angel
with his sword drawn. | believe the
man here was so concerned about the
material things that had been promised
him. that he was blind.

Too many pastors and evangelists
are seeking self-glorification today that
they become jealous when the Lord
chooses to work through a woman. We
need to be about our Master’s
business. In (First Cor, 14) it says that
God is not the author of confusion.
These sort of questions and discussion,
I don’t believe are of God. Satan is
trying to separate and divide the
church and the home. Therefore we
need to keep our minds stayed upon
the Lord.

Yours in Christ,

Rev. T. B.
Dallas, Texas

FEd — Perhaps your lack of appre-
ciation of the importance of the ques-
tion to which you refer is due to
limited exposure to the problem. The
Forum is composed of experienced
and dedicated men specifically called
by God to the ministry of teaching. In
this capacity they seek to answer any
relevant question which may be puz-
zling our readers. It is difficult for the
teacher's to convey their exact meaning
within the small space allotted to them
as [ am sure you will appreciate.
Certainly there is nothing in the
teachers' comments which would in-

dicate superiority or a resentment
against the anointed ministries of a
number of women whom God has
called into His service, as a careful
reading will confirm. One major point
made independantly by each teacher
in turn was, that God has placed
women in a very special and unique
position in the Body of Christ. Though
the abdication from responsibility on
the part men, women are very often
Jorced to assume an authority God
never intended. Qur responsibility as
men is to know the Divine order and
in particular accept the full Lordship
of Jesus Christ as indicated in
Ephesians 5:21-32 and then women
will be encouraged to assume the role
which they instinctively desire and
which no man can assume.

The article by Mrs. M. Coleman in
this issue shows a deep insight into the
problem:.

PROBLEMS IN THE CHURCH

Dear Sirs,

I thank you for the New Wine Mag-
azine. This months issue helped so
much. Each article directly pertained
to the problems we are having in our
church. Only God can work out things
like this for His children.

It is good to serve a God who will
send you a magazine, give you a scrip-
ture, or speak to your heart directly,
everytime you have a need.

Keep on with your work under the
leadership of the Holy Spirit.

Yours in Christ,

B.B.
Minneapolis, Kansas

Ed God’s Spirit is unlimited in the
ways He meets the needs of Christ’s
Body. Praise God He was able to min-
ister to you.

The theological details and scriptural interpretations included in articles
published in NEW WINE do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the
Editors or Directors. However. every effort is made to include only those

writings which are deemed to be essentially sound in doctrine and edifying
to mature Christian believers who will judge every article carefully in the
light of scripture and the contemporary move of the Holy Spirit.

NEW WINE
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of the Word.

o you remember the exciting con-

frontation between Elijah and the
450 prophets of Baal as recorded in
the Old Testament? Did you not thrill
to the story of Jesus feeding over five
thousand people from the lunch pail
of one small boy? Miracles? Yes! Do
they ever happen today? The setting 1s
on the Island of Timor in Indonesia.
The dateline is Nineteen Hundred and
Sixty-Nine. Let me tell you what hap-
pened to us as we went forth at His
command.

God performed many miracles
through our teams, proving that He is
just as powerful today as He was in the
first century.

| remember how one of the teams
went to a village to preach the Gospel.
The pagan priest said to them, “You
can preach to us about Jesus, but we
want to tell you we have known the
Devil for many generations. If we want

A young man from the remote Island
of Timor in Indonesia, Mel has travel-
ed around the world telling the
wonders of Christ and the simplicity

in the sun

healing, the Devil gives it. If we want
rain, the Devil gives that. Whatever we
want, the Devil supplies. We have our
own bible too; and our gods supply all
our needs according to their riches.”

Of course, they do not have a real
Bible like ours. But they have recorded
many unusual experiences and evil
manifestations and they worship by
these.

“If you tell us about the new God,
let Him prove that He is more power-
tul than our gods,” the priest told the
team.

The team didn’t know what to do,
so they prayed together and asked the
Lord for help. The Lord said to them,
“Tell those people if they want your
God to prove Himself to them, that He
is more powerful than their gods or
demons, let them gather together, and
I will prove Myself.”

Then the team said to the head
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pagan priest, “Gather all your people
and tell them to come and we will see
what will happen.™

The pagan priest was excited. He
wanted to see if the Christian God
could prove Himself. They came to-
gether, about a thousand of them,
with the head pagan priest in the
front. The team stood across from
them.

The team members just lifted up
their hands and said, “God. You said
to us to go out and preach the Gospel.
You said that many signs shall follow
those that believe; that in Your name
they shall cast out devils. Now, in the
name of Jesus, we bind and cast out all
demonic power that has ruled these
villages and people for these many gen-
erations. Because of Christ’s blood
shed on Calvary, we command them to
leave in the name of Jesus.”

After this simple prayer, they just
said, *“‘Amen,” and looked at one
another, and let God do the job.

It is simple, you know, this
Christian life. If the Christian life were
complicated, we in the heathen
country could never have become
Christians. When the Bible says some-
thing, we just take it as it is, rest,
smile, and let God do the job.

Praise Jesus for the simplicity of the
Gospel. Our Gospel is often fooled
around with. When we read Mark 16,
we begin to question why we do not
find it in the most ancient manu-
scripts. So we begin to dig a hole here
and dig a hole there for God’s Word.
We study it ten years and say, ““Oh, in
this manuscript we have it and in this
manuscript we do not have it, so we
must ponder and think it over before
we make any decision.”

We in Indonesia are not smart
enough to do that. The missionaries
brought us the *“*Black Book™ and told
us that the whole Bible was the Word
of God and we were to believe it. So
we believed it. And if we are stupid to
do so, God used even our stupidity for
His glory, for by His power He proved
to us that His Word is true. I praise
God that no matter what the scholars
in America might say about some
verses, we in Indonesia have ex-
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perienced all the things in Mark 16 by
the power of His Holy Spirit.

Priase God who said, “They shall
cast out devils in My name.” | am glad
that at that moment the team was not
thinking about what the scholars were
saying, but were trusting in what Jesus
had said. The team just sat there and
waited. They looked at one another,
smiled and praised Jesus.

Soon the head pagan priest began to
tremble. Then he began to cry. And
then he said, “*Brothers, sirs, 1 want
your God, Jesus, right now.”

It was such a quick transformation,
the team members did not know what
to say.

*Why did you change your mind,
sir?” one of them finally asked.

*Oh, Jesus is more powerful than
the devils,” he replied.

“How do you know that?”* one of

the team members asked.

“l am a pagan priest,” he replied. “I
have talked with the devils. I know
many of them by name.” Then he
started to cry, and could not control
himself.

“What is the matter? We don’t
know what is going on,” someone in
the team said.

“Yes, Yes, | know,” the pagan
priest replied. “But when you prayed
in the name of Jesus, and bound all
the demonic power here and com-
manded them to flee, do you know
what happened?”

*No,” the team said, “we do not
know what happened. You just tell us
what happened.”

“I tell you,” said the priest, 1 saw
with my own eyes and | heard with
my own ears all the demonic power
that has ruled this village: They just
gathered together, one by one, from
the biggest to the smallest, and they
ran away crying, ‘Jesus will not permit
us to stay here. We must go because
Jesus wants these people.” Jesus must
be a tremendous God. | want to know
Jesus.™

The team just said simply, “If you
want Jesus, we want to show you the
way.” So they opened the Bible and
very simply showed him how to accept
Jesus Christ as his own personal

Saviour. He did it right away, and the
other people did it right afterwards.
Praise God.

Many people say this is only for
2,000 years ago, yet we see the power
of God working today in Indonesia.
Why? Because the Devil knows the
time is very limited for him and he will
try with all his force to fight against
Christianity. If we want to win the
battle and win people to Christ, we
need God’s power right now, even
more than people needed it 2,000
yedrs 4go.

How wonderful it was to see the
whole tribe come to know Jesus Christ
as their own personal Saviour.

POISON BECOMES HARMLESS

God’s Word says, “If they drink any
deadly thing it shall not hurt them.”
One day the Lord told us to go to a
certain village in the jungle. It is a
most horrible place by Kupang. our
capital city of Timor. When we told
the people we were going there, they
could hardly believe us,

*Oh, no,” they said. “If you go
there, you will be killed.”

Why? Because in that place people
practiced all sorts of witchcrafts and
made different potions. If people even
stopped to ask for a glass of water,
they poisoned them. As soon as the
people drank the water, they died. So
the people pleaded with us not to go
there to preach the Gospel. But the
Lord told my sister, brother-in-law,
myself, and four others to go.

“If we die, we die because God told
us to go there,” we said. But we were
really scared in our hearts. Then God
reminded us of the Scripture, “If you
drink of any deadly thing, it will not
harm you.”

When we got to the village, the first
thing they did was to give us food and
something to drink. Everyone was
watching us. Oh, were we scared! Yet
we trusted Jesus, and ate and ate and
ate, because we had walked for miles
and were so hungry. After we finished,
we began to preach the Gospel.

Several hours passed. When we

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from page 5)

finished our meeting, a man came up
to us.

“Oh, Sir, you must have power in
your life,” he said.

“*No, we have no power,” we
replied.

“You are kidding,” he said.

We answered, “We have no power.
We are just human beings like you
are.”

“No,” he said, “I do not believe
you. If you say you do not have
power, then something really big must
have protected you.”

“What do you mean by that?” I
asked.

“When you came, 1 put the most
powerful poison we have in your
food,” he said. *“You should have died
in three minutes. But I watched. After
three minutes, nothing happened. Now
after two hours, nothing has hap-
pened. You must have lots of pow-
er — or a power is protecting you.”

We caught on to what he meant and
said, *“Yes, the power of God is with
us.”

“What is that?” he said. *I want it!”

We explained to him about the love
of Jesus, and told him about our most
precious and wonderful Redeemer.

“Oh,” he said, “you do not need to
preach to me any more. One minute is
enough for me to turn my whole life
to Christ.”

He ran back home and took all his
witcheraft and demonic stuff and
threw them in the fire.

“Jesus, take my life today,” he said.
“You are wonderful.”

ACROSS DEEP RIVERS

The Lord sent another team to an
area in Timor where they had to cross
a river. But there was no bridge. The
Noemina river is about three hundred
yards wide, and is the largest river we
have in Timor. In tlood time the river
is about twenty to twenty-five feet
deep. The stream is very strong. Even
the biggest trees get carried away out
to the sea.

When the team came to the river
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they were scared. No one who had a
good mind would want to cross the
river during flood time. Even crazy
people would never try that. So the
team stopped at the edge of the river
and prayed, “Lord, what must we
do?”

One of the characteristics of the
Indonesian revival is that before we go
out to preach, the Lord gives us all the
details of what we should do. We write
it down on paper and follow it exactly
as it is. If He tells us to stop at this
place or minister in that place, we do
just what the Lord tells us.

The Lord said to them, “You cross
the river.”

Usually when the teams go out in
Indonesia it is not during the rainy sea-
son. When it is the rainy season in
Indonesia, it really rains, sometimes
for forty days. It rains day and night
without stopping. It is awfully hard to
travel.

The most wonderful thing is that
the Bible says, “God will supply all
your needs.”

Many times we go out and we do
not have umbrellas or raincoats.

“Lord,” we say, “You told us to go,
but we do not have umbrellas or rain-
coats. Lord, protect us from the rain,
Amen.”

The Lord says, “Whatever you ask
and believeth, you shall have it.” We
are not going to dance or fool around;
we are going to preach the Gospel, so
the Lord protects us from the rain.

We see the rain ten feet in front of
us, ten feet behind us, ten feet to the
right, and ten feet to the left. But not
one single drop comes on our bodies.

When we come to the villages, the
people say, “Where do you come
from?”

“We have come from about fifty
miles away,” we answer.

“Did you walk in the rain?" they
ask.

“Yes,” we say.

They see our feet are pretty muddy
and wonder why our bodies did not
get wet. We tell them that the Lord
protected us, and they just cannot be-
lieve us. Many times they go out and
try to find where we have hidden our

umbrellas or raincoats, but they never
find them, because God has protected
us.

This is the way the Lord worked for
the team that was supposed to cross
the river. The people who saw them
were amazed that they were still dry
because it had rained all the time they
were walking to that spot.

“Who are you?” asked many of the
pagans who were gathered at the river.

“We are just a gospel team going to
preach the Gospel,” one of the team
members answered.

“Where are you going?” they asked.

“We are going to the other side of
the river, and the Lord has told us to
cross the river now!™ a team member
replied.

“Do not do it. If you cross now you
will give your life to serve the Lord,
because you will surely drown.” a
pagan said.

Even some of the Christians who
were watching the team said, “The
Lord said you are to be as wise as the
serpent. Now use your mind and stay
here on the bank.”

Sometimes Christians try to preach
to you a nice sermon, but it is not
always from the Lord; sometimes the
Devil preaches even better than we do,
but he does not preach the Gospel.

“If you cross the river now and you
die, then who will serve the Lord? It is
better for you to wait two or three
days. When the floods go down, we
can help you across,” the pagans con-
tinued.

“No, the Lord told us to cross
now,” the team members told the
crowd. But even the team got to where
they were wavering a little.

My brother-in-law and sister just
stood there. They did not really know
what to do, because even their friends
kept saying, “Do not do it now, do
not do it now!™

Just then one of my cousins said,
*“The Lord is really moving in my
heart. Team, if you want to hear the
counsel of men, you just follow them.
You can stay here for two or three
days, but I want to follow the Lord
and obey the Lord right now. The
Lord said for us to cross now, and we
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are supposed to do it. Now! We are
not supposed to do it another time.
God said it to us like he did Joseph,
when the angel told Joseph to take
Mary and Jesus and get out of the
country and go to Egypt now. How
sad it would have been if Joseph had
not obeyed God and would have
waited for morning. Jesus would have
been killed.”

The others were still waiting be-
cause they were afraid and they did
not know what to do. But my cousin
said, *“You can stay here, but I am go-
ing now.”

He stepped into the water.

*0Oh, no, do not do it. You will
die,” the people screamed.

“But if I die, you can tell the people
all over the world that I did not die
because I was stupid; I died because |
obeyed the Lord,” he said.

With the first step the water came
between his ankle and knee. The
second step, it was the same place. The
third, fourth, fifth and with the
sixth — the water never came above
his knee.

As my cousin was standing in the
middle of the river, he called back to
the team, “You had better come now;
the water is not deep.”

“Are you standing on the bottom or
the top of the water?” they yelled
back to him.

*1 do not know,” he said, “but I
feel the bottom. The bottom is just
under my feet.” Yet everyone knew
the water was twenty to thirty feet
deep. As they watched him, it looked
like he was standing on top of the
water.

*You had better come, I am telling
you!” he said again.

The team talked it over and de-
cided, “We had better go, because God
is in action now, and if we delay, after-
wards we will want to go and will not
be able to. That will be terrible.”

The entire team did what the first
man had done, and stepped right in.
They experienced the same feeling of
touching the bottom of the river.
When the rest of them saw this happen
(pagans and Christians alike) they
jumped in, thinking it would not be
NEW WINE

deep. When they put their first foot in
the water, they almost drowned. So
the people all realized that a miracle
had taken place. Then the Lord gave
them the verse in Isaiah that says,
“When you shall cross the river it shall
not overflow you.”

My people, that is the Word of God.

FOOD IS MULTIPLIED

Another special miracle took place
when the very first team went out to
preach the Gospel. They came to a
small village called Nikiniki about fif-
teen miles from our town of Soe. By
this time, the Lord had used them to
bring many people to the Lord Jesus.

As is the custom, the team went to
the pastor’s house to stay with him.
The pastor happened to be my uncle.
That time my aunt, the pastor’s wife,
was embarrassed because so many
people came and she had nothing to
give them to eat. It was famine time in
Timor. There were twenty on the
team, but with the elders and all, there
were more than fifty people at their
home. She was supposed to feed them
and there was not any food in the
house. She went to her room and
cried.

“Lord,” she said, “l do not know
what to do. Please show me.”

At the same time, the Lord spoke to
the leader of the team, and he went to
my aunt and said, “*Ma’m, the Lord
told me that you had four tapioca
roots in your cupboard and that you
should take them and cook them.
They will be sufficient for all of us.”

“How do you know that 1 have four
tapioca roots?” she asked.

“l did not know; the Lord told
me,” he repeated.

She went to the kitchen and found
exactly four roots as the Lord had re-
vealed to the team member.

If the Lord told him about the
roots, I had better obey the Lord and
cook them, she thought.

After she had cooked the tapioca,
the team leader said, “‘Please get water
for tea.”

My aunt had enought sugar and tea
for only two or three cups, but she

obeyed.

“Put the water, tea and sugar in the
pitcher and mix it up for the people to
drink as they eat the tapioca,” the
leader said. She did as he told her.
Then she made a small flat loaf of
bread out of the tapioca, put it on a
plate, and prayed over it. The team
leader also prayed. After they prayed,
the Lord told them to give each of the
guests a plate, which they did. They
also handed out cups.

Then the Lord said to the team
member, “Now tell the pastor’s wife
that she is to break the tapioca into
peices and give it to the people until
their plates are full.”

Even though she thought, This is
impossible to do, because there is not
even enough to fill one plate, she
obeyed the Lord.

The first man who came for food
was pretty glad. If [ am at the first of
the line, I will be sure to eat, he
thought. But the man who was last in
line, who was a real good friend of
mine, was quite upset because he liked
to eat a lot. He was a big guy. I asked
him later, “*What did you feel that
time?” He said, I was really scared. |
prayed real hard and said, ‘Lord, I am
the last one in the line. There is only
one tapioca loaf. Only three or four
will have any. So, Lord Jesus, you had
better perform a miracle, and please
remember me, who is the last one in
the line, because 1 am really hungry.”

My aunt then took the bread and
broke it. Usually mathematics will tell
you when you break one in half, you
get two halves. That is not necessarily
so in God’s counting. My aunt broke
one, and then the half in her right
hand became whole again. The Lord
told her to put the one that was in her
left hand on the plate. She broke the
one in her right hand, and, as she did
this, it made her cry because she
realized that a miracle was taking place
in her hand. So she just praised the
Lord and cried and broke the bread
and broke it.

The first man had a plateful and the
second one, and the third one. Now
everyone realized that a miracle was

(Continued on page 30)
7



FIND YOUR
IDENTITY &

BY MINNIE COLEMAN

In recent months my husband and I have had the
privilege of ministering in many areas on the subject
of “The Restoration Work of the Holy Spirit in Re-
lationship to the Home and the Church.” During these
sessions I have had the responsibility of teaching the
women. It is with a great deal of enthusiasm and ex-
citement, and I hope wisdom, that I share what the Lord
has taught me through His Word, and through ex-
periences in our own home and church. Some of these
truths I would like to share with you.

When “all this stuff’” about submission began to come
forth from trusted Bible teachers I began to rebel. Why,
we had been married for over 20 years, happily — no
big bouts. — no big holes that had not been repaired.
Certainly, my husband had always been the head of our
house! What else did we need? Jesus is our Saviour, we
had been baptized in the Holy Spirit. Was not this
enough? No it was not! God was trying to reveal to us
that we needed Scriptural Order to dwell in safety.
(Ephesians 5:18f). The “Order” the Father was trying to
reveal in 1 Corinthians 11:3 *“But I would have you
know that the head of every man is Christ;and the head
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of the woman is the man, and the head
of Christ is God.” This is the “skin”
that God wants each home to have
that the New Wine may be poured into
that home, and that it may be con-
tained there. Then as the skin is filled
to overflowing the wine goes out into
the community and the world. This
was a difficult lesson for me. I am still
working at it, God has so richly
blessed our efforts that our home is
being transformed before our very
eyes. If there is any great work that
the Holy Spirit is doing today, it is the
RESTORATION or HEALING of
homes throughout the world. My hus-
band and I have been so blessed to see
this great work here in our home and
in the homes of many, many people to
whom we have ministered both in and
out of the local Body of Christ where
we serve.

Here is how 1 found my identity!
After listening to hours of tapes on the
subject of submission, studying the
Word and praying, 1 realized I was not
sure this was for me. However, | knew
that it HAD to be for me because
God’s Word taught “Wives, submit™,
Regardless of how hard I tried the
Holy Spirit would not let me drop it.
Finally, 1 yielded a little! 1 asked the
Lord to remove anything in my life
that was rebelling against this teaching.
NEW WINE

By this time Gifts of the Spirit, and I
hope some of the Fruits were being
manifest in my life and | knew 1 had
to acknowledge this was a place | was
“out of order”. Slowly the Spirit be-
gan to reveal areas here, and areas
there, that needed some prayer and
light. The Lord began to give me an
ATTITUDE of submission. | began to
search the Word for other women’s ex-
periences, and I found that God had
revealed one thing to each of them.
Submission! When they submitted,
God honored them! Let us think just a
moment about a few of these wo-
men: Mary Magdalene, first at the
resurrection; Miriam, who saved Moses
life; Deborah, a prophetess and judge:
Sarah, a woman of faith and honor;
Esther, saved her people from de-
struction: Anna the prophetess; Lydia,
a Christian business woman; Priscella,
traveled and ministered with her hus-
band; Mary, the Mother of Jesus.
When [ read in Luke 1:38 the beaut-
iful prayer of submission Mary ut-
tered, I was overwhelmed: “Behold,
the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto
me according to thy Word.” Lord,
your Word says, “Wives, submit”.
Then a beautiful thing happened. Day
by day, almost hour by hour, I found
my identity; | found my place, 1 found
that it works — it works just like
every other promise in the Word — it
works.

We as women have been greatly de-
ceived by the evil one that we do not
need protection. If this were true God
would have created Eve first, forgotten
about Adam, and Eve would have ruled
the world! What a ghastly thought.
God created us to be protected, and
we need it. 1 have found that I do,
very much. For years I was proud of
my independent spirit, but inside I was
miserable because I had built a wall or
a veneer that I did not want pene-
trated, 1 feared exposure. I did not
want anyone to find out my fears,
later I found that the Holy Spirit is the
power that penetrates walls and
veneers and brings forth truth and
light! When we realize we need pro-
tection we are beginning to find our
identity. Furthermore, my children

need protection, and they can only
find it in a scripturally ordered home.
They need to know that Jesus is the
head of the household, that Daddy is
under the headship of Christ, and that
Mom is under submission to their
father. It gives them security. We have
three sons. They have always respected
their father, but now there is no ques-
tion who makes the final judgment on
a subject. All matters are brought to
the family for prayer, and honest dis-
cussion.

In the many question and answer
sessions we have following teaching of
this type, one of the first questions
asked is, “How do I get my husband to
assume the role as the head of the
house?” My answer is usually, “Give
him a chance to make decisions for a
change.” When the kids ask to go some
place or need something, simply state
the fact that Daddy is the head of the
house, why don’t you ask him? After
you have done this a couple of times,
he begins to recover from the initial
shock and begins to make some de-
cisions. How long has it been since you
cooked him his favorite pie, and told
him he looked especially nice, or just
said, “Honey, | appreciate you™? He
has not told you either? He will . . . if
yvou will! 1 have found in discussing
this matter with men that they are
easy to please, if we will just take the
time to *say it with love™. Please do
not think I am over simplifying this
thing. It takes a lot of work, a lot of
prayer, a lot of faith. However, God’s
Word says we should not be slothful;
that we should pray without ceasing;
and one of the fruits is faith. It just
helps us to be scriptural! It works. We
find our identity!

Faith! This is what Peter is speaking
of in I Peter 3:1-6. The Living Bible
says, “Wives, fit in with your hus-
band’s plans.” When you do this, and
believe that God is working, trans-
formation has to come because God’s
Word says that it will. I Peter 3:1 says
that they will be won! Praise the Lord!
Now, let me say this: I thank the
Lord for the Word on wives, submit;
we need this teaching. Now, however,

(Continued on page 30)
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VESSHEL S

The fourth in a series of messages given by the
noted British Evangelist Arthur Wallis at the recent
Christian Growth Conference in Miami, Florida.

s we move on in our study of the

Second Book of Kings, we encounter
an interesting incident in  Elisha’s ministry
which has a particular and important refer-
ence to our daily walk with Christ. I refer
particularly to Il Kings 4:1-7.

In some ways this is a pathetic picture, for
the Eastern widow was always a pathetic
sight there were no insurance schemes in
those days: no widow’s benefits; no one to
care for the wife who was left alone to strug-
gle to bring up her family, meet her bills and
cope with the problems of life. Quite often
was she the prey of unscrupulous men, as
seems to have been the case with this widow
of one of the sons of the prophets. This
widow was in debt and her creditor had no
compassion; he had no mercy and was de-
manding his pound of flesh “Pay, or
else!” The “or else” of penury and possible
death from starvation was too terrible for
the woman to comtemplate, since her whole
future was bound up in her two children. We
can well imagine her distress and anguish of
heart: no doubt she had been praying when
she learned that Elisha was in the vicinity

and there came a prompting of the Spirit to
seek out the man of God and put her case
before him. As she confided in Elisha, he
asked, “Well, what would you have me to do
for you? What do you have in the house?”
Her reply was, “Nothing except a jar of
oil” — as if it were hardly worth men-
tioning. But as soon as she mentioned the jar
of oil, Elisha responded to what was to him
the “key to the situation”. He told her to
borrow all the empty vessels she could from
her friends and return home, shut the door
upon herself and her sons, and pour into the
vessels the oil from her jar. As each vessel
was filled she was to set it aside and fill the
next. When she came back with the won-
derful story of how the oil had miraculously
continued to flow until there were no more
empty vessels, (and only then had it ceased,)
Elisha told her, *All right, now sell the oil,
pay your debts and you and your sons can
live on the proceeds.”

I believe that every detail in this story is
significant. 1 am old-fashioned enough to be-
lieve that we have here, not just the general
trend of the Word of God, not just the broad
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over-all picture, but we have the de-
tailed mind of God in black and white.
I believe God has superintended the
writing, the recording and the in-
spiration behind the writing of this
story as He has over the whole of His
Word to convey His inward thoughts.
In this portion, particularly, I discern
six interesting points worthy of our
study.

THE PRESSING PROBLEM

Here we have a woman with a need
she could not meet; a debt she could
not discharge. I want us to see in this a
picture, not of you, or of me, or of
anybody else individually, but a pic-
ture of the Church of Jesus Christ. The
Word of God teaches us that the
Church is not only the building of
God, the body of Christ — but it is
also the Bride of the Lamb. Paul in
Ephesians reminds us of this truth and
from it he draws precious lessons con-
cerning the relationship of husband
and wife. He says. “Husbands, love
your wives (how) . . .as Christ loves
the Church and gave Himself for it.”
No husband has any right to expect his
wife to fulfill her part of submission to
him unless he is fulfilling his part in a
love that is sacrificial, that lays itself
down, yields itself up, and pours itself
out. That is the type of love Christ has
for His Church. That is the ground on
which Christ has manifested His love
and He rightfully expects the response
of His Church to be one of submission
and obedience to Him. That which is
true with Christ and His Church is to
be reflected in the marriage re-
lationship.

If we think along these lines, I be-
lieve we shall find a key that unlocks
some further truths in this significant
event in the woman’s life. This mir-
acle, like the miracles of our Lord
Jesus, is a parable full of wonderful
teaching. The husband in the story had
died and evidently left a debt that he
had not discharged. a debt that needed
to be paid. This was the pressing prob-
lem.

In the closing days of the Lord
Jesus” ministry on earth, He entrusted
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some very important teaching to His
disciples. Recorded for us in the four-
teenth to sixteenth chapters of John’s
gospel are the discourses of the Upper
Room where for the first time He un-
folds fully the teaching concerning the
Holy Spirit.

In the course of this teaching, He
talks about His going away and as a
result there was an atmosphere of im-
pending bereavement in the room as
the person to whom they had looked
for everything, their teacher, their
guide. their example, announced that
He was going to be taken away from
them and they were to be left with the
ministry that He had begun. Like
young Elisha, they,too, were conscious
of their inadequacy: they, too, felt
that they were unfitted to meet the
tremendous task before them. Further,
in the gospels of Matthew, Mark and
Luke, we find Jesus giving His farewell
instructions which we refer to as The
Great Commission. “Go ye into all the
world and preach the gospel to the
whole creation. making disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit; teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you; you were
witnesses of these things.” The com-
mand of the Lord Jesus is to proclaim
His word to the ends of the earth.

The Apostel Paul was not present
when Jesus spoke to His disciples be-
cause he was still a blinded and
bigoted pharisee; he had yet to see the
light on the Damascus Road. Yet when
he was brought to repentance and
faith. he recognized that these words
were applicable to him also; he, too,
had a responsibility; he, too, had a
pressing problem: he, too. had to go
with the gospel to his day and gen-
eration. Recall Paul’s words in Stan-
dard Revised Version of Romans 1:14,
“I am under obligation (‘I am a deb-
tor’ — KJV) both to Greeks and to
barbarians, both to the wise and to the
foolish. So I am eager (or ready) to
preach the gospel to you also who are
in Rome. For | am not ashamed of the
gospel . . . The apostle recognized
that the wonderful message that had
transformed his life had also been

given to him as a sacred stewardship,
that he owed men this message, he had
a debt to pay. This responsibility
pressed so deeply upon his spirit that
he cried out in Corinthians, “Woe is
unto me if I preach not the gospel.” 1
wonder how many of us feel the pres-
sure of the Spirit in this direction. I
wonder how many of us have the at-
titude of heart of the widow in
Elisha’s day because of a debt which
has not been discharged — a respon-
sibility which has not been fulfilled.

I picture this woman carrying her
burden from morming to night, even
waking up from her sleep crying,
“Lord, help me to pay that debt.”” It is
amazing that so many Christians who
profess to love Christ and His Church
have so little concern that “the debt of
the gospel is not paid™. Just as the
women was left with the responsibility
of repaying her debt, in like manner
He has left us with a debt to be paid to
our generation. Yet with all of our
knowledge and light on the Word, do
we have anything like the concern of
this woman? It is time we found out,
if we have not already done so, what
our part is in fulfilling that command
so as to hasten His return, as the last
sheaves are garnered in and the last
souls brought to Him.

When the woman came to the man
of God with her pressing problem and
asked, “What shall T do?”, he said,
“What have you in the house?” The
reply was, “Your handmaiden has
nothing except a jar of oil.” She felt
this such a little thing that it was hard-
ly worth mentioning.

THE JAR OF OIL

Someone has well said that the sin
of the Old Testament is the sin of a
people who rejected God; the sin of
the New Testament is the sin of a peo-
ple who rejected the Son of God; the
sin of this age is the sin of a people
who have rejected the Spirit of God;
but it seems to me to be more the sin
of neglect rather than the sin of re-
jection. We have failed to appreciate
all that is contained in a jar filled with

{Continued on next page)
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EMPTY VESSELS

(Continued from page 11)

oil. In other words, we have failed to
appropriate all that is involved in the
gift of the Holy Spirit. We often look
at the “jar” and ask what can that do?
How can that meet the need? But
when faith and obedience are oper-
ating, the resources of that “jar” when
filled with oil became an inexhaustible
supply. The woman in Elisha’s day
only began to experience a tiny frac-
tion of what God could do as she had
active faith and complete obedience.

Not only did Jesus commission His
apostles to discharge the debt for
which they were responsible but He
also gave them the promise of the
Spirit, which would come upon them.
The last words that Jesus spoke when
He was here on earth (pertinent to this
part of the story of the widow and the
pot of oil) is found in Acts 1:8. The
RSV reads, ““Jesus said to His Apos-
tles, ‘But ye shall receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you shall be my witnesses in Jeru-
salem and in all Judea and Samaria and
to the end of the Earth.” And when He
had said this, as they were looking on,
He was lifted up, and a cloud took
Him out of their sight.” I am sure it
was not accidental that the Lord Jesus
reserved those words to be the very
last words which would be impressed
upon the minds of those apostles as He
was taken from them.

Notice that there is a wonderful
promise linked with a tremendous
command. *“You shall receive power,”
is the promise; “You shall be my wit-
nesses,” is the command. The tragedy
of the Church is that we have either
divorced the command from the prom-
ise — or alternatally, the promise
from the command. I suppose it could
be said truthfully that no part of the
Evangelical Church today has failed to
accept, to recognize, to believe and to
receive the commission of Jesus Christ.
We all recognize that we are to be wit-
nesses and that the responsibility of
the Church is to evangelize the world,
to the finish, so that the King may
come back. But we have forgotten the
promise that enables the commission
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to be fulfilled. Without the promise,
the whole thing is an impossibility.
That is why the Church has been los-
ing the battle of evangelism. The popu-
lation explosion is outbidding all of
our efforts to reach our generation for
Christ. The oil needs not only to be in
the jar but it also needs to be poured
out.

Today there are millions more who
have not heard of Jesus Christ than
there were ten years ago. We have neg-
lected the jar of oil; we have failed to
recognize that the power released at
Pentecost was not something excep-
tional, but God’s “norm”™ for His
Church. 1 believe that Jesus Christ
founded His Church in the way He in-
tended it to continue. His way has not
changed, His pattern has not changed,
His power has not changed. It is you
and 1 who have changed; it is the
Church that that has changed; it is our
hardness, coldness and self-sufficiency
that has caused the change. We seem
willing to turn to anything, any new
experience rather than to rely on the
Holy Spirit. Only the “pot of oil”* can
discharge the debt. “You shall receive
power . . .you shall be my wit-
nesses”, this is the oil that pays the
debt.

| believe that woman was not to be
pitied but rather congratulated. I be-
lieve God had stripped her until she
had nothing left but her jar of oil. It
may be that we shall not see the full
plenitude, the full release and manifes-
tation of divine power in these days
until the Lord has stripped the
Church, until she, too. has nothing left
but the jar of oil.

One of the most colorful and ro-
mantic, and yet puzzling characters of
the Old Testament. is Samson. Many
deep lessons can be learned from this
man. His story, too, has significance
with regard to our jar of oil. The Spirit
of God came upon Samson mightily
and God chose him to be the deliverer
of His people; he began so well and
ended up so sadly because he thought
he could have power and retain his
blessing and still give way to carnal
appetites. We are told, “The flesh lusts
against the spirit and the spirit against

the flesh.” If we yield up to the pas-
sions and appetites and demands of
our lower nature, the blessing of the
Holy Spirit will be lost.

It is interesting that in the illus-
trating of Bible story books Samson is
always pictured as a giant of a man
with the gates of Gaza on his shoul-
ders, but there is nothing in the Word
of God to suggest that he was either
giant or, as we say today, a “mus-
cle-man”. For example, no one ever
came to Goliath and said, “Tell me,
wherein is the secret of your great
strength?”; it was obvious where the
secret of his great strength lay. But
there was something mysterious about
Samson’s strength, it could not be ac-
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counted for in the realm of the natural
or the physical. We know, however,
that it was the Spirit of God coming
upon him in a special way.

One of the first occasions where
God used Samson was when he was
passing one day by the vineyards of
Timnath a young lion roared against
him. We read that the Spirit of the
Lord came mightily upon him and he
caught hold of that young lion and he
rent him as he would have rent a kid.
The Word of God says, “And he had
nothing in his hand.” Nothing but the
heavenly anointing; nothing, that is,
but the “jar of oil™.

May God bring us to a place where
we all have this whole-hearted, un-
diluted reliance on the Holy Spirit; He
is enough, He is all our need; He is all
the early Church had and it is all that
Jesus Christ, our Master, had. That is
all the apostles and prophets had, too;
nothing but the Holy Spirit: and they
accomplished the work of God much
more efficiently and effectively than
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we can with all of the things we rely
upon — our organizations, our inven-
tions, and our programs.

THE DIVINE DIRECTIVE

Recall how Elisha says to the
woman, “Go outside, borrow vessels
from all your neighbors, empty vessels,
and not too few.” It is not enough
simply to have a jar of oil, because the
resources of that jar of oil can never be
released, the potential in that jar can
never be harnessed to a task unless
God has empty vessels to fill. That is
where you and I come in.

On the Day of Pentecost, the Lord
Jesus sent from heaven the *“jar of oil”

and that jar of oil is still in the Church
today. In this particular sense, Pente-
cost can never be repeated because
Jesus said, I will pray the Father and
He will give you another Comforter
that He may abide with you forever.”
(Or we might say, abide with you for
the age.) “Lo, 1 am with you alway
even unto the consumation of the
age.” This is the promise. The Lord is
never going to give the Holy Spirit to
the Church again, the jar has come, it
is the house, and that house is the
House of God. However, there is a tre-
mendous need for that which is come
in the form of a jar of oil to be re-
leased into the lives of individual men
and women. We, too, need to be filled
individually by the Holy Spirit.

So the Lord commanded the
woman through Elisha to secure
empty vessels. | can see those sons run-
ning up and down the village streets,
knocking on doors;

“Mrs. Smith, please Mrs. Smith,
have you got any empty jars?”
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“What kind of empty jars, son?”

“Well, it does not matter what kind
they are as long as they are empty.”

The one thing that was necessary
was that the jar should be EMPTY.

What does it mean to be an empty
vessel? 1 remember the Lord dealing
with my own heart as I was seeking
Him concerning the Baptism in the
Holy Spirit. As I sought the Lord and
opened my heart to HIm, the light of
God’s presence began to shine in; He
began to show me things. I was not
back-slidden, I was not even following
afar-off, but | was conscious that over
the years things had come in that had
grieved the Holy Spirit. | had brushed
them under the carpet and continued
on my way, but God said to me,
“What about that mess? You must
deal with that.”

So often we come to the Lord and
say, “Lord, refill my vessel.” The Lord
looks on that vessel and says, “Ah, I
see in that vessel secret sin. You have
justified it, excused it, covered it up
and pretended that it did not matter.
Now deal with that, because it will
fully disqualify you from receiving
what 1 want to give you.” “If | regard
iniquity in my heart the Lord will not
hear me.” is not only true of the Bap-
tism in the Holy Spirit, it is also true
of any blessing. There must be frank
humble open dealing with God. As He
looks at what we may consider an
empty vessel, the Lord may say, “1
cannot fill you because I can see deep
down in that vessel pride that has
never been confessed. With that pride
there are wrong motives in seeking the
very blessing you are wanting. I want
you to have it; it is my purpose that
you should have it, but get vour
motives right. Why do you want it
anyway? Whose glory are you seeking?
Is it your glory or mine? My glory
will I not give to another.” The Holy
Spirit comes to glorify Christ, He is
not interested in glorifying you. We
must ask Him to purge our hearts of
pride, self-seeking and all that min-
isters to the human ego.

Then here is another vessel which
the Lord looks into and sees there the
sin of unbelief. While our heart is say-

ing, “Lord, please fill me with your
Spirit,” inside a little voice is saying,
“I know you will not.” Even though
we are asking God, we harbor a spirit
of unbelief that He will ever really
hear. Maybe this is because of a back-
log of disappointments, frustration,
and perhaps unanswered prayer. We
have sought and prayed and had hands
laid on us, and now we are filled with
this sense of failure. I believe the Lord
would say to you — “Forget those
things which are behind.”

Now you can not forget what is be-
hind until it is really behind. Get rid of
it, cast it behind your back, hand it
over to the Lord and come afresh with
the faith of a little child. It is so vital
that we should come to a place of
child-like faith; faith is His gift. ‘I live
by the faith of the Son of God.”
(Galatians 2:20). Many Christains try
and praise their way through when
they do not have faith. | am sure that
praise is a tremendous thing when we
are seeking the Holy Spirit but praise
is no substitute for faith. You can turn
on praise but you cannot turn on
faith, faith has to come from the Lord.
When my praise is the expression of
faith, then something has really started
to happen and the Lord will respond
to that. Do not try to go through the
motions: if you are not yet in a posi-
tion to praise, do not start praising.
Continue to seek the Lord until He has
taken away the unbelief. In this re-
gard, |1 do not believe it is ever a ques-
tion of you waiting on God, I do not
believe the Lord has said, *I am not
going to bless you until the hour has
struck.” 1 do believe, however, that it
is very often a question of God having
to wait upon you. Do you know the
difference?

If it were a question of my waiting
for God, I could do nothing about it; I
would be shut up to divine sovereignty
and to the eternal immutable mys-
terious counsels of the Most High; and,
of course, | have no idea when His
*“hour” is: I could go on all my life. Do
you really think God has any vested
interest in keeping you, as one of His
dear children, out of a blessing that is

(Continued on page 18)
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What should the word tithing mean to
a Christian? Our thoughts go im-
mediately to the Old Testament and
Jewish Law. Please give us the Scrip-
tural background and its implication
for us today.

SIMPSON — It is difficult to say
where and when the practice of tithing
first began. It is at least 4.000 vears
old. Tithe means a tenth. Tithing
means giving a tenth. It would be easy
to say that it is mere “legalism”. How-
ever, the practice predates the law.
Abraham gave tithes to Melchizedek,
King of Salem (Genesis 14:20). There
is no indication that this is the first
time one tithed, though it could be.
Jacob promised to tithe, after his ex-
perience at Bethel (Genesis 28:22).
Both of these instances predate the
law, given at Sinai. They also predate
the idea that the tithe was a national
tax, because in these instances there
was no Jewish nation. The tithe was a
recognition of spiritual leadership
(Hebrews 7:4-10). It was an acknow-
ledgement, that victory, spoils and
possessions came from God. The tithe
was a recognition that all came from
God. It was a debt. Tithe was not an
offering, when one tithed he only gave
what was owed.

Tithing was amplified and par-
ticularized in Judaism. In Leviticus
27:26, one sees that the first born of
all livestock belonged to God. The
same was true of one tenth of all pos-
sessions. It was already God’s before it
was given. If one failed to give it — he
was a thief — stealing from God
(Malachi 3:8-11). This does have
serious implications for us today.

MUMFORD — I agree with Charles
and I would add that the relationship
between Jewish law and New Tes-
tament requirement has been a prob-
lem for many years. Matthew 5:17
suggests that Jesus came to fulfill the
law, not abrogate it. Everyone under-
stands the Old Testament required
from its adherents a certain portion of
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their income. The New requires that
much — and more.

Often “Christian liberty™ is used as
an excuse for failing to give
systematically. My understanding of
the word *‘tithe” (Old Testament or
New) is not legalistic, but a term
which is imbued with the connotation
of systematic giving (consider 11 Corin-
thians 8:1 -9, especially verse 8).

What about New Testament ap-
plication? Did Jesus teach or endorse
this practice? How did the first
century Church and their leaders treat
this Jewish commandment?

SIMPSON — The practice of tithing
did continue into the New Testament
period. The strict adherents (Pha-
risees) tithed even the spices in their
garden. While Jesus judged their hy-
pocrisy, He encouraged their tithing
(Matthew 23:23). As Bob says in his
answer to the previous question, Jesus
came not to destroy, but to fulfill the
law (Matthew 5:17—20). We have
every reason to believe that He tithed,
as did all the early believers, who were
also Jews.

There is no doubt about the validity
and practice of tithing among the
Jews. The problem comes as the
church moved out into the gentile
world. While Jesus fulfilled the law,
His death rendered it archaic. We are
reminded particularly at this Easter-
Pentecost season that God rent the veil
from top to bottom signifying a new
and living way to approach Him
(Matthew 27:51; Hebrews 10:20). The
law is no longer the MOTIVE.
Galatians 3:24 tells us that the law
served as a “‘tutor” until men grew up.
In Christ, we see the redeeming love of
God. Born of Him, we have a new
spirit and a higher motive. If that is
true then our giving should supersede
the tithe. While the early Christian
Jews no doubt continued to tithe,
they made no mention of it. Rather,
we are told that they gave all (Acts
2:42-46: 4:32-37). It was not neces-
sary, but many of them did (II Corin-
thians 8:5). For the early church to
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teach tithing, it would have been a
step backward.

In effect, the early church upheld
the law for Jews (Acts 15). But for
Jews and Gentiles alike, the leaders
taught a much more mature prin-
ciple — liberality (I Corinthians
9:6—11). If your motive is right, you
will reap in proportion to how much
you sow. One who really believes that
will not stop at tithing. Proverbs
11:24-26 reveals that many Jews
were mature enough to understand the
same truth. Though the law was in ef-
fect, they shared beyond.

MUMFORD — There is, too, in the
New Testament what would be called
the tenor of faith, that is, a multi-
plicity of texts which come to bear on
the subject of giving. The most com-
pelling of these texts understanding
systematic giving on a certain day,
which would approximate the Old Tes-
tament principle, would be I Corin-
thians 16:1-2, “Now concerning the
collection which is for the saints, just
as I directed the assemblies of Galatia,
so also do ye. Upon the first of the
week let each one of you put by itself
in store, as he may be prospering, lest
as soon as I come, collections should
be in progress.” (Rotherham) May I
suggest that verse 2 uses the term “as
God has prospered” which (freely
translated) would indicate tithe. The
man who has prospered greatly should
give greatly; the man who has had a
difficult week may find himself unable
to give. Jesus' teaching on giving was
very similar, for in Luke 6:38 He said,
“Give and it shall be given unto you,
good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over . . .”

Why is tithing not generally presented
as a means of growth and practice in
our present-day churches? For the first
15 years of my life as a Christian |
never heard any teaching on this sub-
ject and only knew one person who
told me she was a “tither”. This meant
very little to me at the time, except

that | felt this woman to be the most
joyful person | knew,

MUMFORD — “Tithing" (as I inter-
preted it in Question 1) is indeed a
source of Christian growth and joy. I
think the failure to teach it is due to a
false sense of legalism. The spon-
taneous giver who refuses to give syste-
matically almost always gives in spurts
and jumps. Experience proves that this
sort of person actually gives less in the
final tally than the person who sets
aside and gives to the Lord in a de-
termined manner.

SIMPSON — I find it difficult to
answer, why. Perhaps spiritual igno-
rance is a reason. Many do not know
what the Bible says about giving. Per-
haps a lack of faith is the answer. Ten
per cent sounds like a lot to someone
who does not believe in a living Christ.
Perhaps fear is another reason. It is un-
popular to tell people that they are
theives (Malachi 3:10).

However, 1 have not for a number
of years taught tithing. I have taught
liberality — sowing and reaping.
Teaching on God’s financial principles
is the answer. The church which I pas-
tored saw its giving nearly triple in
seven years. While the numberical
growth was good, it was not THAT
good. The people began to discover
that giving pays. It pays not only
financially, but it also frees your spirit
from a materialistic death. ““The liberal
soul shall be made fat.” 1 am sure this
is why your friend was happy.

Are members of a local church en-
couraged to bring their tithes into
their own church treasury, or is this
left to the individual church and in-
dividual givers?

MUMFORD — With the meaning of
tithe as given in my earlier answers, it
should be apparent that God, in His
infinite wisdom, has built into His
Kingdom a workable financial plan.

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from page 15)

When we find a church or group we
can fellowship and to which we can
commit ourselves — it involves our
finances. Note from Charles’ answer to
the previous question that the church
which honesfly seeks to minister to its
people (Read Ezekiel 34) and teaches
its people systematic giving will sel-
dom know any financial difficulty.
This includes adequate compensation
for the ministry and others involved in
the oversight of the local church.
Where your money is there your heart
(should be) is!

SIMPSON — Yes, most churches that

teach tithing, teach that the tithe
should be given into the treasury
where one is a member. Learning to
tithe is only one problem. Learning
what the church is, is another prob-
lem. Malachi 3:10 says to bring the
tithes into *the storehouse”. The
storehouse is where the food is stored.
You should give the Lord’s money
where you get the Lord’s
That should be local, and under the
oversight of Pastors or Elders. Un-
fortunately, some barns are empty.
Normally, I do not believe the in-
dividual should give his tithe to
people. I believe it should go into the
church and the Elders determine how
it is to be handled (Acts 4:37). Of-
ferings should be handled the same
way. I have often thought it strange
how people were willing to trust their
souls to their leaders, but would not
trust them with the Lord’s money. If
your leaders are not competent to re-
ceive your tithes, then for goodness
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food.

sake do not trust your eternal destiny
to them.

It is true however, that any “church
leaders™, which deny the Lord of the
Church, could scarcely be qualified to
handle His money.

Is the phrase “tithes and offerings” a
duplication of thought or is there a
difference between the two? What
about the many requests that come
from other areas, besides the local
church; (1) Individual “faith” min-
istries and causes? (2) Community
drives and needs, as: Community

GGLaarning to tithe is one
problem; learning what the
church is, is another. One
should give the Lord’s money
where you get the Lord’s food.

9

Chest, Easter Seals, Cancer Fund,
Heart Fund, ete.

SIMPSON — I believe you have not
given an offering, until you have given
over 10% of your total income. The
New Testament example seems to be
so remote from present practice, that
it is difficult to relate to our present
chaos. There was only one church in
each city. 1 cannot imagine the be-
lievers sending offerings to ministries
not sanctioned by the local Shepherds.

My conviction is, that tithes (10%)
go to the local storehouse where you
are fed. If you are not fed locally, then
give your tithes to the Shepherds that
do feed you (that should be local). Of-
ferings (over 10%) may go to outside
ministries. But I believe these min-
istries ought to be approved by your
shepherds before you support them.

I am one of those “individual faith

ministries™. [ have never asked for sup-
port. The Lord will take care of
“faith’ ministries. If I take funds that
belong to the local flock, I run into
trouble with “my Shepherd™. The ma-
jority of my income comes through
ministry to local flocks. The Lord has
impressed us to submit to local Pas-
tors, wherever we minister. The
LOCAL LEADERS take the offerings,
to support us.

I believe the Church is local and I
support strong local Shepherds. I do
not believe tithe should go to com-
munity projects. [ believe we who
learn the principles of liberality will
have plenty other money for those
worthy of support.

MUMFORD — Tithe as we have seen
is systematic giving — “in proportion
as”. Offering, as I understand it, is that
which we desire to give over and above
systematic giving. The responsibility of
every believer to share is clear teaching
of the scriptures (II Corinthians 9:7).
He is equally responsible to examine
carefully the validity and usefulness of
the multitude of “faith ministries”.
Like any other investment, we should
be convinced we are getting a proper
return on the amount given. The spiri-
tugl effectiveness should be demon-
strated to you in such a manner as to
leave no doubt about your acting as a
wise steward of the finances entrusted
to you. Most appeals for finance, sad
to say, are human in nature and con-
sequently, are often misused. The
Community Chest, Easter Seal, etc.
should be a matter of one’s own con-
viction.

In figuring your tithe, do you use
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actual income, or “take home" pay
after taxes are deducted? What about
retirees who have only income from
Social Security or other pension upon
which a percentage has already been
given to the Lord?

SIMPSON — How you figure your
tithe, will be determined by your
motive and your faith. That will be
true of anyone. We do not give ac-
cording to our income or circum-
stance. We give according to our mo-
tive (Mark 12:41). The widow gave all
she had. She must have loved God. In
Ii Corinthians 9:7, 8, we are told that
God loves a cheerful giver. Such a giver

will see God make grace abound. God
will bless a giver whose motive is pos-
itive. He will give back according to
His riches in glory — not merely
meeting the need (Philippians 4:19).

Once someone asked me if they
could deduct Social Security and In-
come Tax, then pay tithe on the rest. |
said, ““Sure, and groceries, rent and un-
employment compensation.” The
problem is not that God needs the
money, it is that we need to learn how
to give — God gave Jesus. As long as
we figure to see how little we can
give we have not yet learned the
principle.

When 1 was born my father was a
faith missionary. He tithed and we
have known the generosity of the
Lord. Often, he gave when we had so
little to give. But the little has grown
so abundantly. My first regular check
was for $3.00, $2.40 after tax and
Social Security. You would be amazed
at what $2.40 did, when 1 gave the
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first $.30 to Jesus. | dared do no less. |
was For than
twenty years | have proved God.

eleven then. more

MUMFORD — Charles’ answer seems
to indicate to me that the interesting
thing about the tithe is that it is just
enough for you to feel it when given,
but not too much that you cannot!
Seriously, systematic giving is designed
to reveal where your dependence
really is. Never, never do we give in
order to motive is
wrong and many have been seriously
injured because they did not receive
“ten times multiplied™ etc. The truth

receive the

. Systematic giving is design-
ed to measure where your de-
pendence really is. Never, never
do we give in order to receive.

®®

is when one, in dependence upon the
Lord, gives of his finances it is amazing
how the Lord undertakes to provide.
The ten year roof lasts for forty-five,
and the electric razor just keeps on
running, the absence of medical bills,
etc. all prove the faithfulness of God
to the child who depends on Him.
When one asks before or after taxes;
etc., it is usually because we have not
really seen the spiritual principle of
the “cheerful giver”. Remember, to
sow sparingly means we must reap
sparingly.

What about the use of remaining in-
come after portion has been set aside
for the Lord? Is there a corresponding
responsibility in this area?

MUMFORD - 1

answered in

think this was
Question five.
There is a responsibility of every be-

part in

liever to manage his household well. In

our day of credit cards and payment
plans it behooves every child of God
not to get caught in the whirlpool of
materialism, interest rates and
go-now-pay-later!

Immaturity always reveals itself in
the syndrome of “lI-must-have-it-now".
If you ask a 4 year old, *Do you want
fifty now or five dollars
tomorrow?"”” We know the answer. Use
this test in your own financial sit-
utation, for the child of God should
exhibit a maturity that is willing to
wait for God’s provision. He knows, if
he gives of his finances in a dependent
attitude, keeps the rules of family life
and financial discipline, he will see the
Lord’s provision — tomorrow!

cents

SIMPSON — Bob’s answer just about
sums it up. I would just add that I
believe God is certainly selective about
the offerings He accepts (Malachi
1:10). In Matthew 5:23 He exorts us
to be right with our brother before we
put the gift on the altar.

It is a privilege to have God accept
our offering. He is not obligated to
bless an unacceptable offering. There-
fore, I believe that we must give the
first fruits, because we love Him. This
should indicate that all the rest is His,
too, and will be used to His glory.

\

| DREAMED ...
I FORGOT TO REGISTER FOR
THE CONFERENCE!

(ETs ok cover)
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VESSE LS (Continued from page 13)
going to transform your life, or make
lesus more real, or give you a prayer
life that is more effective, or greater
liberty to witness, or greater joy in ser-
vice. or more abundant rivers of living
water flowing out of your life? So of-
ten it is the heart of God which is
yearning and reaching out towards us,
longing to give, to release His blessings
upon us. But He is obliged to wait for
us because He sees that we are not yet
ready to receive. Once we are ready,
then there is no delay.

Strangely.in the New Testament the
response of God is never depicted as
one into which Christians have to ma-
ture in order to receive it. Read the
Acts of the Apostles and you will find
that the order was usually: (1) re-
pentance and faith, (2) baptism in
water by immersion, (3) the receiving
of the Holy Spirit. These three steps
usually took place within, minutes,
hours, or at most days after the first
point of encounter with Jesus Christ.
In my limited experience, | find that
those who come most sweetly and
blessedly and easily into the ex-
perience of the Baptism in the Holy
Spirit are the new converts. Those of
us who have had not teaching, or at
least negative teaching, concerning the
whole realm of the Holy Spirit may
have a considerable battle to fight. So
to the older or more mature Christian
may I say that all the past experience
is not wiped out when you enter into
this new area of operation. The quick-
ening, energizing power of the Spirit
will utilize every deposit of the past.
But we must maintain a simplicity of
faith and ask the Lord to deal with
any unbelief in our hearts,

As the Lord continued his quiet
cleansing work in my own heart, I was
conscious that I was not yet emptied. 1
asked,

“Lord, is there any more sin?”

“No.”

“No unbelief or pride?”

“No.”

“Well, Lord, what does it mean to
be empty then?” And as I was praying
about this the Lord pointed me to the
person of Jesus as a man full of the
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Holy Spirit. It occurred to me that if
ever he were full, then surely He must
first have been emptied. Then I read
the English Revised Version of Phi-
lippians 2,*Being in the form of God,
He esteemed it not a thing to be
grasped at to be equal with God, but
He emptied Himself taking the form of
a servant.” I thought, Jesus actually
emptied Himself, but He had no sin,
no pride, no unbelief; so I asked,
“Father, what does it mean that your
Son emptied Himself?”

He said, “Read it again.”

[ did. “He emptied Himself, taking
the form of a servant.” Oh, a slave; |
see, Jesus was a slave. Was that what it
meant to empty Himself? This one
who was in the form of God, who
shared all the divine prerogatives of
judging and ruling, commanding and
directing, punishing and rewarding, be-
came the servant and slave to obey.
That is some emptying, is it not? 1
heard God say to me, “Now are you
prepared to be my servant? Are you
prepared to be my bond slave? Are
you prepared to be at my disposal, to
be my property?”

A slave has no rights of his own,
they are invested in his master. I re-
plied, “Lord, as far as I know my own
heart, I look into your face and I say
ves, Lord, I am willing.”

The I began to have my doubts
whether 1 was right in linking these
two texts. I had never heard anyone
else link Philippians 2, “He emptied
Himself” with Luke 4, “Jesus, full of
the Spirit.”” I began to wonder if this
were just some idea of my own. Again
I went to the Lord. “Lord, if there is
any connection between these two
scriptures, show it to me, prove it to
me.” 1 diligently searched the Old
Testament for words that spoke of the
servant, knowing that if 1 could find a
scripture that linked the fact of the
coming Messiah being emptied, with
the fact that He was empowered with
the Spirit, this would somehow settle
the matter in my own mind. Un-
fortunately, I could find no such con-
firmation.

Soon after this I received a letter
from a friend to whom 1 had written

about my seeking the effective work-
ing of the Holy Spirit in my life. This
man was a gifted teacher, and he wrote
back saying, “Without any doubt there
is indeed such an experience of the
Holy Spirit as you are seeking, it is for
every child of God and although He
will not give us all the same measure of
anointing and empowering, He will
give to each child of God the measure
he needs for his ministry.”

Now, I had not told him anything
about my thoughts about Jesus being
emptied and the servant and the power
of the Spirit, but his letter continued,
“As | prayed over your letter, I felt
directed to a verse in Isaiah
43:1 — “Behold my servant, whom I
uphold: mine elect, (here my eyes be-
gan to open) in whom my soul de-
lighteth: I have put my spirit upon
Him . . . " I nearly jumped out of my
seat. I cried, “That is the scripture 1
have been looking for, Lord.” And my
faith took a great leap forward. The
letter went on to say, “You see, it is
the one who has the disposition of a
servant, the one who has the attitude
of a bond slave; this is the one upon
whom the Father puts His Spirit.”
Why? Because this is the way in which
He safeguards His power. When the
heart’s attitude towards Him is, “Lord,
I am yours, | am totally available to do
your Will — to go where you send
me — to speak what you put in my
mouth — nothing more,” then He
will release the full flow of His Spirit
to accomplish the Will of Heaven.

To return to the story of the
widow, | see in my mind’s eye the
boys going from house to house re-
questing empty vessels. A typical reply
might have been, “Let me see. | have a
very nice jar in the kitchen, alas, I
keep my bread in that one; there is
one in the hall but, no, I have flowers
in that now. Oh yes! Here is a little jar
that I am not using, you may have that
for your mother.” The empty jars
were the jars which were available for
the purpose in view. You can be sure
that we are not truly empty until we
are totally available to God. Are you
totally available to God? I am sure
that in the conditions for the Baptism
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in the Holy Spirit the old truth of
total surrender is implicit — the plac-
ing of myself totally at God’s disposal.
The divine directive is empty vessels.

THE CLOSED DOOR

Why was the door shut? What is the
significance of the shut door? Did not
Jesus say, “And thou, when thou
prayest enter into thy closet and shut
the door.” The shut door is the place
of prayer. How do we receive the Holy
Spirit? He gives to those who
ask: “Ask and it shall be given unto
you; seek and you shall find; knock
and it shall be opened unto you.” Do
you recall how the Lord spoke to
Ananias as recorded in Acts?

“Ananias, I have a job for you. I
want you to go across the city to that
street called Straight, 1 want you to
search out the house of a man called
Judas, there you will find a man called
Saul of Tarsus and you are to
PIAY/s b5

“What, Lord! Saul of Tarsus? He
has been going around persecuting the
saints. You surely do not mean for me
to go to him?”

“Yes, I do. | have done something
to that man’s heart; you are to go to
him and pray with him to receive his
sight and be filled with the Holy
Spirit. You will recognize him by find-
ing him on his knees — Behold he
prayeth.”

“Shut the door,” Elisha says in the
narrative and “pour out.” She did so,
and what happened behind that shut
door was nothing short of a miracle.
When God fills you with the Holy
Spirit, it is , in fact, nothing short of a
miracle. The miracle of the jars of oil
is in the realm of the physical, the mir-
acle of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit
is in the realm of the spiritual. Yes, the
Lord wants to do a miracle for you.

The woman had to have faith,
everything she did was a step of faith,
the gathering of the vessels until the
whole cottage floor was strewn with
empty vessels, the shutting of the
door, the taking of that jar of oil in
her hand and the pouring out. Each
was a step of faith — you cannot

NEW WINE

pour out without faith. Notice, too,
who did the pouring out. In one sense,
of course, God was doing the pouring,
it was His work — the woman herself
could not perform miracles, God in-
deed was performing the miracle in the
physical realm but the woman was do-
ing it in the spiritual realm.

God has given the Church a ministry
of the Spirit. He has given the Church
grace to pour out the oil, in the form
of the ministry of laying on of hands,
but we need to be sensitive and led by
i e —— e e L T e ]

The Cross is the crystallized
point in history where Eternity
merges with Time. The cry on
the Cross, “My God, My God,
why hast Thou forsaken Me?"' is
not the desolation of an isolated
individual: it is the revealtion of
the heart of God face to face
with the sin of man, and going
deeper down than man’s sin can
ever go in inconceivable heart-
break in order that every sin-
stained hell-deserving sinner
might be absolutely redeemed.

—Oswald Chambers

the Spirit in this area — God deliver
us from the indiscriminate laying on of
hands. We need to know when to
move in, we need to know when souls
are ready. we need to be open to God
for direction. There are times when
God says, “Do not lay hands on that
person he is not ready yet.” Paul says
in Galatians, “He that supplieth to you
the Spirit and worketh miracles
amongst you, does he do it by the
works of the law, or by the hearing of
faith?” There was evidently some be-
liever, some anointed servant of God,
who was performing miracles in the
ministering of the Spirit. He had that
particular gift or ministry from the
Lord and he was using it inadvisedly
perhaps. We need to be sure of our
position; some, but not all, 1 believe,
have this special ministry of the Spirit.

What was it that Simon in Samaria
was wanting? He was prepared to put
his hand deep in his pocket to get it if
he could. Was it the Holy Spirit that

he was asking for? No! It was the
ability to give people an experience
such as he saw Peter and John doing.
“Give me this power,” he said, “that
on whomsoever 1 lay hands, he may
receive the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 8:19)
Peter’s reply was, “Your silver perish
with you because you have thought
the gift of God was attainable by
money.” Yes, it was a gift that they
had, it was a ministry that they were
fulfilling. Let us pray that God will be-
stow a gift in this direction among all
his people.

In my case, when | sought the Lord
alone, God met me and came mightily
upon me and filled me. and then He
brought me through into a release of
spiritual gifts. Both times that He an-
swered, | was alone in His presence, I
had closed the door. | believe it is right
that we should seek the Lord for this
ministry, and it is equally right to rec-
ognize our lack when we do not have
it.

Notice in the story that the oil is
poured out and the vessels are filled
one by one, until the woman said,
“Bring me another vessel,” and the re-
ply was, “There is not another.” Then
the oil stopped flowing. If in your
fellowship, in your church, or in your
assembly the oil has stopped flowing,
perhaps the reason is that there are no
empty vessels. Give God empty vessels,
and give Him the measure of faith,
then the oil will go on flowing. There
are no limits to the resources of that
jar of oil when we fulfill God’s com-
mand and obey His divine principles.

THE ONE SET APART.

Notice how Elisha commanded,
“When one is full, set it apart.” In the
Church of Jesus Christ we are very
good at setting apart, we have been do-
ing it for a long time. We set apart a
man for the ministry, we set apart a
man for the mission field. we set apart
a woman for a Bible class or as a dea-
coness; but the Word of God says,
“Set apart that which is full.” Here we
come back again to that one indis-
pensible qualification for the service of

(Continued on next page)
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EMPTY VESSELS
(Continued from page 19)

Jesus Christ: men and women who are
full of the Spirit. This does not mean.
“I was once baptized in the Holy
Spirit at a certain time or place.” It
does not mean those who were once
“filled” but those who are now “full”.
How is it with you right now? Are you
still full?

In Ephesians 5:18 we are told, “to
g0 on being filled.” It is one thing to
obtain the blessing and another thing
to maintain the blessing. May God
keep our hearts open so that we are
living continually at the fountain
where the blessing of God flows
through in undiminished fulness. “Set
apart that which is full.” You who are
busy servants of God, the Lord may
call you to a halt in order to do some
spiritual stock-taking, to seek His face,
to open your hearts to Him and say,
“Lord I have been doing so much and
it has just been me doing it, I have
been working so much in the energy of
the flesh — my wisdom, my talents
and my personality. At times I wonder
why the fruit has not been coming and
there is so little to show for all my
labors over the years. In the day when
I stand before the Lord Jesus Christ,
are all my works going to be ashes in
my hand because it was I that was do-
ing it and not the Holy Spirit flowing
through me?” Let us close the door,
seek the lord, and be obedient to what
He tells us.

After the divine directive and the
mighty miracle we now find the wo-
man returning to the man of God. |
fancy her running down the street in
excitement and saying, “Master, it is
marvelous. A miracle has taken place.
The cottage floor is covered with ves-
sels filled with that precious oil””. What
is the reply of Elisha? Does he say,
“That is great. Now just go and care-
fully take those jars of oil and store
them away in your cupboards and on
the shelves so that you will have a
plentiful supply of oil for a rainy
day”? NO! “Go sell the oil” he says,
“and pay your debt, do not consider
storing it. It is not a blessing to be
stored but a blessing to be dispensed.
20

Get that oil flowing, put it on the mar-
ket place.” What is the oil for if not to
pay the debt? What is the blessing of
the Baptism of the Holy Spirit for?
What is speaking in tongues for? 1|
thank God for every precious ex-
perience, but let us get the New Tes-
tament emphasis right. The Lord Jesus
Christ did not say “you shall receive
tongues when the Holy Spirit is come
upon you.” He said, “you shall receive
power.”

‘My soul, be silent unto God.’
Rouse your soul out of its drow-
siness to consider God. Fix your
attention on God, on the great
themes of His Redemption and
His holiness, on the great and
glorious outlines of His char-
acter, be silent to Him there:
then be as busy as you like in
the ordinary affairs of life. Be
like the Lord Jesus; when He
was sound asleep in the fish-
ing-boat He knew that His Fa-
ther would waken Him when He
wanted Him. This is a marvellous
picture of confidence in God.

~Oswald Chambers

I am concerned because there are so
many people these days who are com-
ing into an experience, and somehow
the power is not there — the power
is not being released. You may ask, “Is
not the experience genuine? Is it not
valid?” 1 would be the first to em-
phasize that what you describe was a
genuine valid experience; but many
need to face up to the simple prin-
ciples of the Word of God concerning
the preparation of our hearts and our
motivation in seeking the blessing of
God. In the experience of conversion,
there are some who have a shallow ex-
perience. They need to be looked after
and “nursed’” and even then they are
sickly Christians. Others are well born
into the Kingdom. born out of deep
conviction, born out of a deep sense of
need and a genuine faith. These people
move forward swiftly and strongly in
the newness of life. So it is in the Bap-

tism in the Spirit, the purpose is that
we shall receive power, and that power
will be many-sided. Part of the power
is found in the joy the Lord gives you,
because “The joy of the Lord is your
strength.” Part of the power is found
as new release in prayer. Part of the
power is released in boldness in wit-
nessing for Jesus. The fact that we are
radiantly conscious of His presence is
also part of the power of God. There
are many ways in which the power of
God begins to flow.

“Go sell the oil and pay your debt,
and you and your sons can live on the
rest.” Here we see the final fulfillment,
the selling of the oil and the paying of
the debt. “You and your sons can live
on the rest.” Is not this just like our
Lord? This woman never asked about
her sons and herself or how they were
going to live, she was just concerned
about the debt. When we are con-
cerned about His interest. He always
takes care of ours.

When I ask the Lord for bread, I can
be certain that He will not only give
me bread but butter and jelly and
whatever else goes with it. He is like
that. “You and your sons can live on
the rest.” Are we learning to live in the
Spirit? Are we learning day by day to
find in Him power for the business of
being Christians and coping with life?
In the letter to the Philippians second
chapter, Paul talks about the supply of
the Spirit of Jesus Christ. He did not
need the Baptism, he had that; but he
knew the necessity of drawing con-
tinuously upon the supply of the
Spirit of Jesus Christ and he realized
the value of the prayers of the saints
to that end.

After | had been speaking at a
church recently, the minister came to
me and said, “‘Brother, as you were sit-
ting there waiting to bring the message
to us, | had a vision of the Lord Jesus
Christ taking a vessel and pouring out
from it upon your head. Then the
Lord took a second vessel and did the
same thing. | opened my heart to God
and asked Him what He was doing and
he replied that there were times when
His servant was so weary that he could
hardly pray, it was then that through
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the prayers of others of His children,
He was pouring out oil upon the head
of his servant.” I must confess that
there are times when I have felt so
tired that all 1 could say was, “Lord,
here I am, 1 am just an empty vessel
but You, please, meet the need;” and |
shortly have been conscious of the oil
being graciously poured upon my
head. This is exactly what Paul ex-
perienced, the supply of the Spirit of
Jesus Christ that was adequate for all
of his needs.

THE DIVINE SUPPLY

Let us now look in another direc-
tion. In Psalm 110 we find one of the
great Messianic Psalms predicting
things concerning Jesus, the Messiah.
Vs 1 (RSV) says, “The Lord said to
my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand until I
make your enemies your footstool.”
Jesus used this statement by David to
establish His Diety before the Phar-
isees. This word in Psalm 110 is what
the Lord has promised to His people
and this is exactly what He is going to
do. He is seated now at the right hand
of God and He will remain there until
His enemies become His footstool. In
another verse of the Psalm we read,
“He will drink from the brook by the
way; therefore He will lift up His
head.” (RSV). However, we know that
whatever is prophesied of Jesus, the
Messiah, in the Old Testament is al-
ways true for the Church in the New
Testament. The inspired writers of the
New Testament recognized this and
they constantly quoted from the Old
Testament, always clearly applying to
the Church in the New Testament
those scriptures which applied to
Christ the Messiah. “He will drink
from the brook by the way”. So there
is a way, a way on which He is walk-
ing. It is a natrow way, it is a way of
holiness, it is the way in the Will of the
Father. The Lord Jesus never deviated
from that path. “I do always the
things that are pleasing to you,” He
says: but the glorious fact is, that be-
side the way there is a brook flowing.
As Jesus walked along and became
thirsty He just bent down and drank
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from the brook and continued on His
way.

Wherever He may be on the way,
the brook is always at hand. If He
should deviate, which of course He
never did, He would be out of touch
with the brook, as well as out of touch
with the way. It is exactly the same
for you and me. When we have been
filled with the Holy Spirit and when
the Lord has come upon us and em-
powered us, He sends us forth to walk

The experience of being baf-
fled is common to us all, and the
more religious and thoughtful a
man is, the more intensely is he
baffled. With regard to your own
bafflings, recognize it and state
it, but do not state it dishonestly
to yourself. Do not say you are
not baffled if you are, and do
not tell a lie in order to justify
your belief in God. If you are in
the dar, do not take refuge in
any subterfuge which you know
is not true. Never take an answer
that satisifed your mind only.

—Oswald Chambers

in His way. Alongside the way the
brook is always flowing and when we
feel thirsty, we just let down the
bucket of faith and take a drink.
“Therefore with joy shall you draw
water out of the wells of salvation.”
There are times that we need to drink
for physical strength, we may feel too
weary o continue so we just draw
from the brook. “And the Spirit of
God that raised up Jesus from the
dead shall also quicken your mortal
body by His Spirit that dwells in you.”
(Romans 8). Jesus gave us two great
scriptures on the life in the Spirit.
“The water that I shall give him will
become in him a spring of water well-
ing up to eternal life.” (John 4:14).
*“And he that believeth on me out of
his innermost being shall flow rivers of
living water.”” (John 7:38). The one is
as essential as the other. We can never
know a continuance of the river’s
out-flowing if the well is not con-

tinuously springing up within. This is
by faith. We must recognize the re-
sources of the Spirit and by faith
appropriate them, as we do so there is
a fresh release, a fresh fountain begins
to spring up and we recognize that the
Spirit of God is present to quicken,
guide and enable.

“He shall drink from the brook by
the way, therefore shall he lift up the
head.” Let us see two pictures. One, a
weary Christian walking along with
head down, depressed, defeated and
downcast, as if bearing the whole
world on his shoulders. In contrast we
see another Christian who has his head
up, looking unto Jesus, lifting his head
in joy, conscious of the Lord’s suf-
ficiency as his supply. What makes the
difference? Is it not the continual
drinking from the brook by their way,
in the office, or on the street, or wher-
ever we may be? Moment by moment
we can drink from the brook, whether
we are conscious of the fact or not He
is always our sufficiency.

It is not optional but obligatory for
us to recognize our need of the heav-
enly oil, of divine fulness. This is a
command and a spiritual necessity if
our lives are going to count for God. If
we feel that our experience has been
shallow and there has been very little
release of spiritual power, let us come
to Him afresh.

We do not need more than one Bap-
tism in the Spirit, for we can always
know increasing measures of spiritual
fullness. Paul was filled with the Spirit
when Ananias laid hands on him. What
happened? He at once began to sell the
oil. “Straightway in the synagogues he
testified that Jesus is the
Christ . . . Saul increased the more in
power and confounded the Jews that
dwelled in Damascus.” Saul used what
God gave him. Here we see a fresh in-
filling with more, and more of the
Spirit of God. If there has to be a
purging of your vessel, ask the Lord to
show you. Deal with Him and He will
do the rest as you open your heart to
Him. The pressing problem, the jar of
oil, the divine directive, the closed
door, the one set apart receives Divine
supply.O
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“A nd there was war in heaven:

Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon; and the dragon
fought and his angels, and prevailed

not: neither was their place found any

more in heaven. And the great drag-
on. . .that old serpent, called the
Devil, and Satan . . . was cast out into

the earth, and his angels were cast out
with him.

“And I heard a loud voice saying in
heaven, Now is come salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our God,
and the authority of his Christ; for the
accuser of our brethren is cast down,
which accused them before our God
day and night. And they overcame him
by the blood of the Lamb, and by the
word of their testimony
(Revelation 12:7—11).

In the vision here recorded, John
the Revelator looked forward through
the telescope of prophetic revelation
to the close of our present age. Things
that were distant in time to John are
now close at hand.

This age is to close in tremendous
conflict, embroiling both heaven and
earth, both angels and men. At the
moment here described, Satan and his
rebellious angels are to be cast down
from heaven to earth. But until this
happens, the vision makes it clear that

“their place™ that is, the place of

Satan and his angels is in heaven.
Some Christians either have never been
taught this, or else find it hard to ac-
cept. However, this seeming paradox is
resolved when we examine what the
Bible teaches about heaven.

[n the description of creation given
in Genesis 1:1, the Hebrew word for
“heaven™ is in the plural form
literally “heavens™. This is consistent
with the language used for heaven
throughout the rest of the Bible. In II
Chronicles 2:6 Solomon says of the
Lord that “the heaven of heavens can-
not contain him.” In Mark 1:10 John
saw “‘the heavens opened.” In Mat-
thew 24:29 Jesus speaks of “the pow-
ers in the heavens.” All these pas-
sages and many others show
that there is more than one heaven. In
I Corinthians 12:2 Paul speaks of a
man “‘caught up to the third heaven.”
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Clearly, if there is a third heaven, there
must be a first and a second heaven. It
iIs a reasonable inference that the
“first™ heaven is the visible heaven
that we see above us; the “‘second”
heaven is an intermediate heaven; the
“third” heaven is the place of God’s
dwelling.

If so, then Satan’s kingdom of re-
bellious angels is located in the second,
or intermediate, heaven. This explains
the words of Paul in Ephesians 6:12.
“Qur wrestling match is not against
flesh and blood (i.e. ordinary human
beings). but against rulerships and the
realms of their authority, against the
world rulers of the present darkness,
against the spiritual hosts of wicked-
ness in the heavenlies.” The head-
quarters of Satan’s kingdom is located
in the intermediate heaven, between
the heaven of God’s dwelling above,
and the visible heaven below.

This inference is further confirmed
by the events recorded in Daniel chap-
ter 10. Daniel set himself to pray for
twenty-one days. On the first day his
prayer was heard, and an angel was
despatched from God to bring the
answer. However, in his descent from
the heaven of God’s dwelling to earth,
this agnel was held up in the heavenlies
for twenty-one days by the opposition
of evil angels under the command of
an angelic prince called “the prince of
the kingdom of Persia.” A second
angel from God, named Michael, had
to come to the help of the first angel,
before the opposition of the evil angels
could be overcome. This conflict be-
tween angels, lasting twenty-one days,
all took place in the heavelines. In or-
der to oppose the passage of an agnel
from God’s heaven to the earth, it is
clear that Satan:s angels must occupy
an intermediate heaven. The accom-
plishment of God’s purposes depended
upon the intervention of God’s angels
from heaven, combined with the
prayers of Daniel on earth. In fact, it
was Daniel’s prayers that initially set
the whole conflict in motion.

Likewise, at the close of this age,
the final casting down of Satan’s king-
dom from heaven to earth will result
from the intervention of God’s angels
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in heaven, combined with the spiritual
warfare of the believers on earth. The
angelic voice speaking in heaven says,
“They overcame him. . .” The con-
text makes it clear that “they” refers
to the believers on earth, and “him” to
Satan. Thus there is direct per-
son-to-person conflict between the be-
lievers on earth and Satan himself, and
the final victory over Satan is credited
to the believers on earth, rather than
to God’s angels in heaven.

The Bible reveals the reason for this.
It is to believers on earth that God has
committed the spiritual weapons need-
ed to overcome and cast down Satan.
In II Corinthians 10:4—5 Paul says:
“For the weapons of our warfare are
not carnal, but mighty through God to
the pulling down of strongholds; cast-
ing down . . .every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge
of God . . .” The “strongholds™ to be
pulled down are Satan’s. The chief
“high thing that exalts itself against
God” is Satan’s kingdom in the heav-
enlies. It is the responsibility of be-
lievers on earth to cast down Satan’s
kingdom from the heavenlies. The pro-
cess by which they will actually fulfill
this responsibility is foreshown in Rev-
elation 12:7—11.

The spiritual weapons used by be-
lievers to accomplish Satan’s defeat are
stated in Revelation 12:11: “the blood
of the Lamb, and the word of their
testimony.” There are three related
elements: the blood: the word; their
testimony. Very simply, this means
that, as believers, we overcome Satan
when we TESTIFY personally to what
the WORD of God declares that the
BLOOD of Jesus does for us. We take
the general statements made in God’s
Word about the blood of Jesus, and we
apply these statements specifically to
ourselves and our own situation. The
means by which we do this is our per-
sonal testimony.

This is very vividly illustrated by the
ordinance of the passover, as described
in Exodus chapter 12. Note that the
destruction of the firstborn in Egypt
was due to “‘evil angels” that were
sent against them (see Psalm 78:49).
Protection against these evil angels was

provided for Israel by the passover
lamb. At the time of the passover,
every father of a house in Israel took a
lamb as a sacrifice for his household,
killed it, and caught its blood in a
basin. Then he took a bunch of hyssop
(a common plant found in all lands of
the Middle East), dipped the hyssop in
the blood that was in the basin, and
sprinkled the blood on the outside of
the house, on the lintel and the two
side posts of the door. It is important
to see that the blood shed and caught
in the basin did not protect a single
Israelite. The blood in the basin made
protection available, but to make pro-
tection effective the blood had to be
transferred from the basin to the door.
The means to do this, ordained by
God, was the hyssop.

In 1 Corinthians 5:7 Paul says:
“Christ our passover is sacrificed for
us.” What the death of the passover
lamb accomplished for Israel has been
accomplished for New Testament be-
lievers by the death of Christ on the
cross. Christ died and shed his blood
nineteen centuries ago. However, this
historical fact, as such, does not pro-
vide protection for anyone. Like the
blood of the lamb in the basin, the
blood of Christ must be personally ap-
propriated and applied. The means or-
dained to apply the blood of the pass-
over lamb was the hyssop. The means
ordained to apply the blood of Christ
is our testimony. We must TESTIFY
personally to what the WORD declares
that the BIOOD does for us. As we do
this, we are guaranteed total pro-
tection.

Clearly this demands that we study
God’s Word and find out from it the
benefits made available to us through
the blood of Christ. If we remain ig-
norant of these benefits, we cannot
testify of them, and therefore we can-
not appropriate them.

Here are some main benefits of
Christ’s blood, revealed in God’s
Word:

(1) Ephesians 1:7: redemption and
the forgiveness of sins. Compare with
this Psalm 107:2: “Let the redeemed
of the Lord say so, when he hath re-

(Continued on page 31)
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“71 et God arise, let His enemies be

scattered: let them also that hate

Him flee before Him. As smoke is

driven away, so drive them away: as

wax melteth before the fire, so let the

wicked perish at the presence of God.
(Psalm 68:1 and 2.) KJV.

LET GOD ARISE !

Let God Arise! Is it not time we
did? We have certainly let everything
else arise. We have run the gauntlet of
trying to win the whole world through
Sunday school, missions, youth ac-
tivity and other programs and even
though at the beginning each of these
generated enthusiasm and spontaneity
they did not fulfill what we really de-
sired. The Psalmist says that the wis-
dom of God is to “Let God arise™ in
the midst of His people. Actually if we
were to follow this command, we
would find that there is a promise of
the removal of the three biggest hin-
drances in our churches today.

First, His enemies would be scat-
tered. Second, those that hate Him
would flee before Him and third, the
wicked would perish before the pres-
ence of the Lord. Now, how does this
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THE FIRST IN A SERIES OF MESSAGES ON
PRAISE BY THIS NOTED PASTOR AND
TEACHER GIVEN AT THE FALL CHRISTIAN
GROWTH CONFERENCE IN MIAMI, FLORIDA.

relate to our situation today? Let us
examine those promises.

*HIS ENEMIES
WILL BE SCATTERED”

The Hebrew word translated here as
“enemy”” means “‘adversary” or “foe”.
It has a personal connotation, it deals
with a person. Does the passage then
mean that a political division in the
world will be settled? Does this mean
that the Devil is going to be cast into
the bottomless pit? Does it mean that
we will come into glorious tranquility
in the church? No, it probably means
what it says. Whenever you have dif-
ficulty understanding what the Word
means, try letting it mean what it says.
It says, when you let God arise, His
adversaries will be scattered. 1 do not
believe that the adversaries of God are
outside the church they are inside it.

E. JUDSON CORNWALL

E. Judson Cornwall, well known as
a teacher and conference speaker, is
also mightily used of God as a pastor.
His great success can be attributed, in
a large part, to his thepe of
“Relationship to Christ "

If T understand the Word of God cor-
rectly, the first introduction of sin did
not come from one outside the realm
of God, but from one very close to
God. Lucifer, the star of the morning,
started his upward progression of pride
by saying, “I will . . . I will, I will be
like God, I will ascend, I will be-
come . . .” and he became God’s ad-
versary because he wanted God’s po-
sition; he wanted God’s power, and
God’s preeminence in order to give
directions which God would obey. Be-
cause of this unholy ambition he was
cast from the heavens. In tempting
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Jesus, his projection was, “If you will
submit to me and worship me, I will
give you anything you want.” He has
never at any point stopped wanting to
be as God.

I agree that Satan is an adversary,
but I do not think he is the only one
with whom God has problems. Satan is
limited in his power, he is a created
being under the complete control of
God. He can never do anything outside
the Will of God, not even give boils to
Job.

I believe in fact, that the real ad-
versary of God is the individual in the
congregation who takes the position of

“I will be. . .I will rule. . .1 will
have authority . I owill dic-
tate . . .1 will take the position of

God in this church.” Sadly, there is
something within the heart of man
that wants to rule. Jesus told the dis-
ciples, “Now this is the way it is
among the Gentiles. But it shall not be
so among you. You shall not rule over
your brethren.” Very often individuals
do not realize they can be considered
God’s adversaries just because they
have a desire to rule over and dom-
inate others. They set themselves up
without actually realizing or saying the
words, “l want to dictate. . .1 want
to have my way.” We should all ex-
amine ourselves in this matter, for God
says the best way to get rid of the “ad-
versary” is to “Let God arise”. From
personal experience [ can say, that
when this is done the adversary will
then “arise”. But God says He will
scatter them. He will either scatter the
emnity or He will scatter the enemy.

“THOSE THAT HATE HIM
WILL FLEE BEFORE HIM™

The second thing that will happen
when we let God arise is that those
that hate Him will flee before Him.
The Hebrew word for hate as we trans-
late it here means to ‘“‘hate per-
sonally.” This is not the hatred of the
man of the world. 1 do not find very
many men of the world who actually
hate God. The man who is living in sin,
as long as God lets him alone in his sin,
usually has a tenderness in his concept
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of God. The real haters of God are in
our pews, Very often they are the very
ones who are paying their tithes reg-
ularly and working enthusiastically.
But they are guilt-ridden and will do
anything to cover up the guilt, deep in
their spirit there is a smouldering ha-
tred of God.

Hatred of this kind may be difficult
for many of us to understand, but I
have discovered that at times when I
begin to deal personally with in-
dividuals and pray with them in the
Spirit, it becomes evident that they
have allowed bitterness to build up to
a hatred level. Typical responses which
reveal this hatred are: “If God is such
a God of love, why did He let my
daughter die?” “Why should God let
my husband act the way he does?”;
“Why am I driving a Ford while this
other brother is driving a Cadillac?”
They blame God for things beyond His
responsibility. They blame God when
they should be submitting to His
hands and so the resentment grows
into a wall of hate,

This same response often surfaces
during marriage counselling. A little re-

sentment creeps into a marriage re-
lationship and if it is not dealt with
when it occurs, it is buried. Then along
comes another resentment; it, too, is
buried. After a few years, the wall of
resentment between the two has
grown to such proportions that out-
side help is needed to reinstate normal
communications and common under-
standing. By the time that help is
sought the attitude usually is, “I hate

him™ . . . or “I hate her.” This couple
has remained together because of chil-
dren or because of business or for
some other reason, but fundamentally
their relationship is one of hatred.

Our relationship to God can be sim-
ilarly based. People often both fear
and hate God. They stay married to
the church and do everything that
everyone else does. They are like those
with a marital problem, the wife can
handle the situation fairly well until
the husband comes home from work.
Taking care of the children, living in
his house, eating his food, driving his
car, are not too difficult; she can
handle those things, but when her hus-
band walks in the front door re-
sentment and hatred take over. The
same is true of her husband. During
the day at his business or with friends
on the golf course, he can push his re-
sentments into the background, but
when he’s called upon to face his wife,
then the battle is on. So it is when the
Lord is permitted to “arise” in the
church. Buried feelings stir and the
Spirit brings these to surface. The
scripture tells us that if, and when, we

AUSE THY LOVING-KINDNESS
BETTER THAN LIFE, MY LIPS
L PRAISE THEE. THUS WILL I

(Psalms 63: 3-4)

let God arise, He will speedily take
care of either the hatred or the hater.
It might be noted here that there is
often a decrease in church attendance
when God is genuinely permitted to
“arise” and this decrease may actually
threaten the church’s security level.
But if we permit Him to do His work
among us, we can be absolutely certain

of ultimate good for all concerned.
(Continued on next page)
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PRAISE
(Continued from page 25)
“THE WICKED
SHALL BE DRIVEN AWAY™

This third group is dealt with quite
differently. We are told they are going
to be “driven away just as smoke is
driven away by the wind. . . melted
as wax before the fire”. Why is God so
much harder on the wicked than He is
on His enemies or on those who hate
Him? The Hebrew word here however
does not mean the wicked person but
rather wickedness. Literally, the word
has a connotation of activity, the up-
heaval and confusion in which the
wicked live, or the perpetual agitation
wickedness causes others. Have you
ever noticed this? We live in a world
that is wicked in many ways and there
is an abundance of upheaval and con-
fusion. Just being in the presence of
wickedness produces an agitation with-
in us which is difficult to handle. A
man goes to work, the pictures and
drawings on the wall where he is work-
ing agitate him, but the wicked enjoy
them. The stories and jokes laughed
about agitate him, so does the lying
and cheating on the boss. He is never a
participant nor a partaker but the un-
wholesome wicked atmosphere and ac-
tivity brings agitation to his soul.

At school, children discover wicked-
ness. There is perpetual confusion and
constant fussing on every level and
takes a toll on them. It gets hold of
their spirit even into the very at-
mosphere of the peace. Mother, in con-
trast,has been at home most of the day
with some measure of quiet and per-
haps good background music, but once
the familiar call comes, “I'm home,
Mom.”, agitation breaks out for her
too. When Dad returns, he, too, brings
a measure of the agitation and con-
fusion fo his day. The meal is eaten in
tension and everyone wants to relate
his particular problem.

Let it be noted that neither the chil-
dren nor the father have entered into
wickedness but they have come under
the influence of this agitative process.
We can actually carry this atmosphere
of tension along to church with us. We
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may try valiantly to override it or sub-
merge it and we may even rise above it
for the short time during worship, but
as soon as the final “Amen” is pro-
nounced, we fall back into the stream
of agitation.

What then, is the answer to this
all-too-familiar situation? It is to “Let
God Arise!” When the presence of
God is in the temple, something hap-
pens to the people of God. The two
symbols given in the scripture, wind
and fire, are referred to elsewhere in
the Word of God. Wind is a type of the
Spirit. There was a wind in Elisha’s ex-
perience and there was wind at Pente-
cost. Jesus, too, spoke of the wind:
“The wind bloweth where it listeth.”
It is a comforting thought that when
there is a smoky, smog-laden spiritual
atmosphere possessed by wickedness
the wind of the Spirit can come in and
sweep the clouds out to sea. The Spirit
Himself, can clear the atmosphere so
that there will be the fragrance and the
freshness of the presence of God.

At times the agitation that wicked-
ness has produced becomes as a hard
crust of wax in our souls. It keeps us
from being able to break through.
Thus only when the fire comes will we
find release. Again we find fire re-
ferred to throughout the scripture.
Elijah had a fire experience, John said
that Jesus would baptize with fire and
on the day of Pentecost there was fire
of the cloven tongues. I believe that
one of the great needs in our churches
today is to have at the very beginning
of our worship service a touch of fire
on every individual present. This fire
can not only melt the wax of wicked-
ness but also consume it. God wants to
cleanse His people, whether it be put-
ting an end to-emnity, or to the hatred
and the haters, or putting an end to
that atmosphere of perpetual agitation
in which we have been living. We may
not need so many tranquilizing pills
when we experience divine peace. “Let
God Arise!” Dare to try it in your
church and see what happens.

One day as I was examining this pas-
sage we have been studying together, I
stopped to have my haircut at the bar-
ber’s shop. As the barber was working

on me, the Holy Spirit, too, was work-
ing on me. The conversation went
something like this. “Cornwall, do you
understand what that verse really
means?”’ 1 felt 1 did and shared with
the Holy Spirit exactly what 1 had
been planning to do with it. Then the
Spirit said, “If you knew who actually
wrote that portion of scripture you
would know its true meaning.”

*“1 know who wrote it; David.” | re-
plied.

“David did not say that.”

**Oh, yes, I believe he did.”

*No, Cornwall, David did not write
it

*“But that is the 68th Psalm,” 1|
argued, 'l am almost positive that it
says so right in my Bible ., . . A Psalm
of David. They are David’s words.”
And then the Spirit said, “Read again,
this time more carefully, David is
quoting somebody. If you find out
who he was quoting you will fully
understand what the verse means.” As
quickly as I could 1 got out of the bar-
ber chair, returned home to my study
and consulted a concordance. There |
found that as usual the Holy Spirit was
right, | was wrong. It seems that hav-
ing authored the book, He understands
it better than I, who have only studied
for a few years. David is quoting from
the Book of Numbers 10:35. He is
quoting Moses who speaks to the chil-
dren of Israel, “And it came to pass
that when the ark set forward, that
Moses said, “Rise up, Lord, and let
thine enemies be scattered: and let
them that hate thee flee before thee.”

You will recall that in this passage
God has led His people out of Egypt
with the prime purpose of leading
them into Canaan. It is never the full
purpose of God to lead us out of any-
thing: His full purpose is always to
lead us into. But He simply cannot
lead “into” without leading “out of”.
Between the “out of” and the “‘into”,
in this case, was a wilderness. God pur-
posed to bring His people through the
wilderness into Canaan’s land. You
will recall that great mighty act of God
when He miraculously opened the Red
Sea to permit the people to cross over
from Egypt. The waters were brought
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together behind them, drowning the
enemy who pursued. Then followed a
consistency and constancy in His care
and provision for His people, yet He
would never allow them to stay very
long in any one encampment.

Finally they reached Mt. Sinai and
there God offered them relationship.
They spurned His offer and asked for
law, so God gave them law. He also set
up a prescribed plan for their con-
tinuing. He said, *1 will put my
presence in the middle of the camp
and surround it with the priesthood. 1
will lead you from where you are to
where | intend you to be. This shall be
the order ol my leading: a great mush-
room-shaped cloud shall cover this
this camp. The base will come down
over the tabernacle and when | want
to commune. it will actually come into
the tabernacle. | myself will come
right down between the faces of the
two cherubim that are on the mercy
seat and there 1 will commune with
you. When you see the base of that
cloud begin to lift, let your watchman
sound the trumpet so that everyone
will know that it is time for you to
move on. Let the Levites, whom I have
ordained to carry the ark of the cov-
enant, drop whatever they are doing
and hurry to the Holiest Place, take
down the veil, fold it, cover the ark of
the covenant, cover the veil with the
cloth of blue, put the staves into the
runners, get their shoulders under
them, pick up the ark, and begin to
follow the cloud of my presence.
While this is being done, | wish Moses
to stand and say to the people, “Let
God Arise! It is time to move
on — God has something new!”

Now that is what Psalm 68:1 is talk-
ing about. Moses is simply saying,
“God is arising. The cloud is lifting.
God is preparing to move on. The ark
of the covenant is already on the
shoulders of the priests. They are be-
ginning to bear the burden of the
Lord.” May | digress for a moment
here and say that this is one of two
definitions of the *“burden of the
Lord”. The ark of the covenant on the
shoulders of the priests was called the
burden of the Lord. It might well be
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that our pastors could again bear the
burden of the Lord if they did not
have to bear the burdens of an entire
congregation. When we as individuals,
learn the privilege and joy of bringing
our own burdens directly to the Lord
then the pastor will be freed to carry
the burden of the Lord. When that
happens, we are going to see the

No one can tell you where the
shadow of the Almighty is, you
must find that out for yourself.
When you have found out where
it is. stay there; under that
shadow no evil can ever befall
vou. The intensity of the mo-
ments spent under the shadow
of the Almighty is the measure
of your usefulness as a worker,
Intensity of communion is not
in feelings or emotions or in spe-
cial places, but in quiet, fixed
confident centering on God.
Never allow anything to hinder
you from being in the place
where vour spiritual life is main-
tained. Oswald Chambers

presence of the Lord in a new and vital
wiy.

When | read my Bible, it becomes so
alive to me so that with just a little
touch of imagination | can see many
interesting things that might have hap-
pened which have not been recorded
for us. For example. as the order to
move is being sounded, | see one
couple who decide that they have had
enough of this business of moving on
from place to place. As their friends
around them busy themselves with
packing up their belongings, lowering
their tents, and joining the throng, the
couple watch the proceedings with
some content and complacency. When
asked why they are not taking steps to
strike camp they reply: “This is such
a lovely camp-site, the best we have
ever known, we have decided to stay
right here . . . Then their friends be-
gin to remonstrate with them, “But
God is moving on, you do not want to
be left behind.”

*“Oh, that is all right, we have fol-
lowed Him thus far, we know God and
actually we have everything in God
that we would ever desire, so. you do
as you please, but we aim to stay right
here.” The first reaction of the couple
after their friends have left might well
have been one of relief at having the
camp-site to themselves — quiet,
peaceful. and relaxing. If Adam Clarke
is correct in his estimate, there were
about 4,500,000 people who came out
of Egypt, quite a number to move en
masse and quite a difference after they
had moved on and left this couple be-
hind.

As night falls our couple settle
down, but as the moon rises they
realize that they are cold and mis-
erable, they had never been as cold as
this before. Looking out the tent door,
they came to the awful realization that
the fire that had once kept them warm
had moved on with God. They spend
the rest of the night huddled together
with their children trying to keep
warm as best they can in the bitterly
cold desert night. At sunrise we find
them yawning, stretching and wan-
dering out of the tent blearily in
search of the morming ration of man-
na, — but there is no manna! Sud-
denly it dawns upon them that the
manna had come down on the per-
imeter of the cloud. No cloud — no
manna. They go for water, they find
no rock — no rock — no water. As
the sun mounts higher in the sky, they
become aware of the searing desert
heat. They had not been exposed to
the direct rays of the sun at any time
during their stay in the wilderness be-
cause the cloud had provided cool
shade. No cloud — no shade. Finally
they admit to each other, *I think we
have made a mistake.” Then they hear
the sound of a maurading tribe ap-
proaching. Now the children of Israel
came out of Egypt wealthy, (the scrip-
ture suggests that they collected four
hundred years’ wages the night they
came out) and not once in all their
wilderness wandering had they been
attacked by a marauding tribe. The
cloud of God’s presence had been their

(Continued on next page)
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PRAISE

{Continued from page 27)

protection. When the Egyptians had
sought to come against them, God just
dipped the cloud down between the
Israelites and the Egyptians and it be-
came light to the Israelites, darkness to
the Egyptians and they were safe. But
now, the miraculous protection of
God had moved on. Can you picture
the haste of our rebellious family leav-
ing the lonely camp-site and hurrying
to rejoin their fellow travelers?

What is the application of this story
for us today? God is rising. If we insist
in staying in our comfortable camp-site
when God moves on, we shall lose His
provision, His protection, His presence
and all our progression in the things of
God. The whole of church history can
be seen in the cycle depicted by this
story. God calls the people out of one
encampment and places them into
another more wonderful camp, He
gives them provision, He gives them
protection and progress. The temp-
tation is to put down roots, organize,
build and preserve for the fu-
ture — for a future that may never
materialize. Then when the trumpet
sounds and someone says, “God is aris-
ing. . . Let us move on with God!”,
it is with horror that we contemplate
leaving the work of our hands and de-
sires of our own hearts. But as the
cloud of God’s presence moves off, we
get mighty hungry when the manna
stops, just as we can become mighty
thirsty when the Spirit of the Lord
moves on. Whether we like it or not,
God is going to keep moving His
people until He gets them into His
presence. Elim may be a wonderful
place of victory, for the battle was the
Lord’s, but that still is not within the
boundaries of Canaan. God has some-
thing greater, more magnificent, more
far-reaching than any of us has come
into yet. We are loathe to let go of the
present in order to embrace the future.

Some time ago God spoke to my
own church. “I wish you would let go
of some of the things | have given to
you.” Let go? That is the last thing we
intended to do. We were happy with
the marvelous truths and principles we
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had, we were growing. Then God said,
*“l cannot give to you when your
hands are full. In the upward climb, it
is necessary to let go so that you can
advance.” But it is not “let go” in the
sense of forsaking, it is “let go” in the
sense of being prepared to embrace
more. Please notice a principle with
me, The Israelites started out in a
beautiful encampment, there God gave
them the marvelous revelation of
water being sweetened. Then they
moved on and at the next stop He
opened the rock for them. At each
succeeding camp God did not take
away the good things of the former
site, but added to them. Everything
which they gained as they moved
along, they brought to the new situa-
tion. They had to learn the lesson of
the first camp before they could move
to the second one, and so it went
throughout their entire journey. So it
is with us. God leads us from one grace
to another, from one faith to another.
This is His way. Just as you and I be-
gin to get comfortable where we are,
the trumpet sounds and we are given
the opportunity to move along with
God. There is an ever-unfolding,
ever-developing knowledge of Christ,
there is no end in our moving on with
God.

In my study of this verse, one word
caused me some questioning. It was
“let”. 1t would seem that the scripture
is asking me to give permission to God
to rise. But that is not what the scrip-
ture is saying. In the King James trans-
lation, the word “let” is in italics,
which indicates that it has been sup-
plied by the translators: It is not in
the Hebrew at all. I turned to other
translations to see what they said. In-
stead of “Let God arise”, Berkeley
translates it, “God shall arise!” It is an
irrevocable law of the nature of God,
He is going to rise. It is not His pur-
pose to remain in your camp, no mat-
ter how good it is. For those of you
who seem far removed form manna
and water and Presence and com-
munication, perhaps God has moved
on and is waiting for you to follow. In
searching further in the translations, I
noticed the Amplified ver-

sion. . . “God is already beginning to
arise.” Not just “Let God arise” but
“please let God have a chance.” And
not just “God shall arise™ . . . at some
glorious morning at the dawning of the
future . . . but, “God is already be-
ginning to arise.”” Something is already
beginning to happen. The cloud base is
already beginning to ascend! The
trumpeter is already reaching for the
trumpet! In the countries which God
has allowed me to visit recently, I see
the beginning of the rise of the cloud.
I see the priests getting their shoulders
under the burden of the Lord and the
people packing up in anticipation of
moving with God.

Another tremendous truth was
brought to my attention in the study
of this verse. The Hebrew scholar,
Girdlestone, says that the construction
of the Hebrew in this verse is very
unusual, quite abnormal, in fact. Only
one other place in the Old Testament
is it constructed just like this. That is
Proverbs 4:18. The King James trans-
lation is: “The path of the just is as a
shining light, that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day.”
Girdlestone feels the verse should per-
haps be more accurately trans-
lated: ““The path of the just is as the
rise of the dawn, increasing in in-
tensity, ushering in the sun, to rule
over the day.” This imagery excites
me. Those of you who are early risers,
if at no other time than Easter morn-
ing, know that the change from dark-
ness to light is progressive. God knows
that nature cannot stand the im-
mediate movement from total dark-
ness to total light, it would be de-
structive. So God, in His wisdom and
goodness, prepares and presents to our
earth the miracle we call sunrise; we
often say that it is darkest just before
dawn. Out of this darkness, God
allows a little ray of sun to come up
over the horizon, it is usually a very
brilliant red; then follows another
little ray, then a few more. We stand
back in darkness, wathcing the rays
appear, the brilliance and beauty fill us
with awe in the face of God’s work-
ings. We may not even be aware that

(Continued on page 31)
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THOSE WHO LOVE HIM
M. Basilea Schlink
Zondervan Pubn. 96pp Paper $1.95

The opening question by Sister
Schlink is, ““Has the Word of God in
Revelation 2:4 ever halted you in your
tracks? Have you ever felt a strange
uneasiness which pierced your heart as
you read these words: ‘I have this
against you, that you have abondoned
the love you had at first?" ™

Under the probling of the Spirit, the
author exposes her own deepest
thoughts and intents. The reader will
find himself being brought into a vital
new light in the area of love — love
for Jesus Christ and his fellow man.

The time spent in reading this book
can be an investment in not only Eter-
nity, but in the right here and now.

JB

COMPETENT TO COUNSEL
Jay E. Adams
Baker Book House 287pp Paper $4.50

In Handel’s “*Messiah™ there is a tri-
umphant chorus, building to a cre-
scendo of *. . . Counselor, the Mighty
God, the Everlasting Father. ., .”
This, of course, is taken from Isaiah,
and is the description of the Person
and work of Jesus Christ.

Experience proves the necessity of a
special anointing and understanding to
be able to counsel those in the per-
plexities of life. This anointing and
ability is promised us in Christ.

Two basic problems need be ex-
amined, however. First, there is too
much *“counsel™ By this we under-
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stand the unbridled and unscriptural
attempts to give spiritual, financial or
marital advice to one another. When
the blind counsel the blind, the re-
sulting confusion is compounded.
Secondly, there is not enough counsel.
There is a drastic shortage of the type
of person (male or female) to whom
one may go in the emergency to shore
the deep of his soul. When your sit-
uation makes you feel isolated, the
awful truth is, you actually may be!

“As far as | am concerned about
you, my brothers, I am convinced that
you especially are abounding in the
highest goodness, richly supplied with
perfect knowledge and competent to
counsel one another.” Romans 15:14
(Williams)

The author, who was my instructor
in seminary, writes from this biblical
premise. He sees the confusion, and
vet believes that we can know a com-
petence in the art of personal counsel.

Departing entirely from present ana-
lytic and Freudian methods, Adams
brings a fresh breath to Bible believers.
Accepting what the scriptures say
about man’s behavior, he makes Bible
principles clear and applicable. When
properly applied and understood, this
book will affect your life and con-
sequently the life of those around you.

There is an entire chapter on the
Christian schoolteacher which should
not be missed. His applications to
homosexuality and marriage alone are
worth the price of the book. It is a
MUST in reading for everyone who
deals with people and will prove in-
valuable to anyone who is genuinely

interested in humian be-

havior whether your own or
others! BM

COMMON SENSE NOT NEEDED

Corrie Ten Boom
Chrn. Lit. Crusade 31pp Paper $.35

This booklet is one of the few pub-
lications I have ever seen on the sub-
ject of ministering to the fe-
eble-minded, retarted or low LQ.
group. Corrie Ten Boom has worked
with this group and her writing should
certainly be a must for anyone feeling
led to minister to these people.

She has found that when the Gospel
is taught in an uncomplicated way the
Holy Spirit does not need a high 1.Q.
to reveal Himself. (For this, most of us
should praise the Lord!) Believing as a
little child comes naturally to these
people. AB

DEFEATED ENEMIES

Corrie Ten Boom
Chrn. Lit. Crusade 30pp Paper $.35

With Christians everywhere be-
coming more and more aware of the
reality and existence of demons and
demon power there is naturally an
abundance of material on the subject.
There is, undoubtedly, also an abun-
dance of doubt, fear and confusion.

The beauty of Miss Ten Boom's
writing is her absolute, simplistic, un-
wavering faith in the power of the
Cross and Blood of Jesus and His won-
dertul name. The fact is, the enemy
has been defeated! AB
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WIVES,

FIND YOUR IDENTITY
(Continued from page 9)

the Spirit of the Lord is enlightening
many teachers that once the woman
submits the man needs instruction on
how to take this submission and rule
in love. It is 100% of the man giving
100% of himself to his wife, and the
wife in turn giving 100% of herself to
her husband. This is the perfect bal-
ance that we are working toward in
our home. Maybe we need to get more
specific. The one thing you may not
want to turn over to your husband will
probably be the very thing the Lord
requires of you. We have had much
teaching in our local Body concerning
submission, and a small group was at
the church one day helping in the
office. The subject of the day was sub-
mission. As each lady began to share,
this one had given her husband back
the checkbook, another had given up
going to so many prayer meetings (I
believe her husband was tired of cold
lunches), and several other various and
sundry things were shared. I
thought . . .aha . . .that is the place
I have notsubmitted, the checkbook.
For 20 years | have paid all the house-
hold bills. I will give this up to Dick. I
felt very spiritual about the whole
thing. I rushed home, gathered up the
whole mess and presented it to my
husband. He said, “Minnie, | do not
have time to do all that. By my au-
thority as head of this house, I assign
you this job!” Needless to say, I ac-
cepted! I find that we girls have a hard
time in submission because we con-

sider our husbands a little inferior
spiritually. After all have not we heard
forty hours of cassettes this week and
been to five prayer groups and so on.
Listen, we receive from every group
and every tape — but allow the same
tapes to teach your husband. DO NOT
TEACH HIM. . .LOVE HIM! He
knows those underscored tracts left by
the bedside were for him, the open
Bible on the tub, the written Scripture
pinned to his shirt. He is not stupid. If
he had been you would not have mar-
ried him. Love him, encourage him, be
his companion and friend and he will
protect you and your children with his
very life. That is the way God made
HIM!

I FOUND MY IDENTITY! As our
church is moving into New Testament
order I found that 1 wanted an
identity in His Body. I wanted a place
of service. | wanted to be placed there
by Jesus. So | prayed. As our home
took on the shape of Divine Order, my
husband first began to find what Jesus
wanted him to do. He found that Jesus
was setting him in the Body as a Bible
teacher, especialy on the subject of
Scriptural Order in the Home and
Church. You see, it had to begin in our
home. As Dick began to find his place,
God began to show me mine. The
Lord has graciously given me a min-
istry in healing, and I usually minister
following my husband’s teaching of
the Word. When we are in a teaching
mission my only message is the one |
have briefly shared with you, “Wives,
submit™. I have no desire to usurp au-
thority or teach men (I Timothy

2:12). Men do sit in our classes, but I
always make it clear | am not teaching
them . . .it is not scriptural. I want
my life ordered in the Word. As our
home is becoming “ordered”, God is
moving in a beautiful way. We are still
polishing rough edges, but oh what
depths God has already shown us!

This teaching has transformed our
local Body. We have seen our men
come forward and take places of
leadership. They are moving in the
Gifts and the Fruits of the Spirit. God
is giving us a man-led New Testament
Church. Don’t you consider this a mir-
acle? No longer do we look out in the
congregation and see 75% women. We
are reaching men as well as women,
boys and girls for Christ. God has
healed home after home after home.
God has moved some of our young
people out into fields of study for
special service in His name. Miracles of
healing have come forth. Basically, in
our adult groups our men are the Bible
teachers. Our women have stepped
aside to allow this. Are our women’s
talents wasted? God would not allow
that! They teach in our teenage and
younger groups. They minister where
appropriate in the Body worship. They
minister to one another in prayer. And
we have learned that our most im-
portant ministry is to our husbands
and our children. THEY HAVE
FOUND THEIR IDENTITY! This is
the happiest group of women I have
ever seen. Follow God’s scripturaly
ordered plan and you will find your
Identity. It is God’s plan and IT
WORKS!O

TIMOR
(Continued from page 7)
taking place. Even my friend who was
the last one in the line got a plateful.
He, too, thanked the Lord and said,
“Oh, Lord, You have done a miracle.”
All of them, after they had eaten
some tapioca bread, came for tea at
the same time. When you eat tapioca it
is so dry, if you do not get something
to drink you feel terrible. My aunt
wanted to put only a little bit in the
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cups, but the Lord said, “Just fill the
cups up.” She obeyed again, and the
tea just kept coming until all of them
had something to drink. Many of them
had two or three glasses of tea. So all
of the team ate until they were com-
pletely full.

As a matter of fact, there was food
left over they could not eat. So even
the dogs were satisfied; the Lord even
took care of the animals.

God proves Himself sufficient in

every situation where obedience and
faith combine to open the way for His
power to manifest itself. To Him,
time, place, persons are no limitations.
Whether it is Elijah, Jesus, Paul, or a
of dedicated people in
Indonesia — our God is able!0

team

“And it shall come to pass after-
ward, that 1 will pour out my Spirit
upon all flesh . . .”" Joel 2:28a
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HYSSOP OF TESTIMONY
{Continued from page 23)

deemed from the hand of the enemy.”
Note that our redemption from the
hand of Satan is effective only as we
“say so’’ — that is, testify to it.

(2) I John 1:7: we are continually
cleansed.

(3) Romans 5:9: we are “justi-
fied” — made righteous — “just as if
I'd. . . never sinned.”

(4) Hebrews 13:12: we are “‘sancti-
fied” — made holy — set apart to
God.

(5) I Corinthians 6:19-20: our
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit,
bought with the price of the blood of
Jesus (compare I Peter 1:18-19).

On the basis of these scriptures, |
apply the “hyssop” of my personal
testimony, as follows:

“Through the blood of Jesus 1 am
redeemed out of the hand of the
devil.”

“Through the blood of Jesus all my
sins are forgiven.”

“The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s
Son, continually cleanses me from all
sin.”

“Through the blood of Jesus I am
justified — made righteous — just as
I’d never sinned.”

“Through the blood of Jesus 1 am
sanctified — made holy — set apart
to God.”

“My body is a temple for the Holy
Spirit, redeemed, cleansed, sanctified
by the blood of Jesus.”

“Therefore the devil has no more
place in me, and no more power over
me.”

When all believers learn to make and
hold fast this testimony, in the power
of the Holy Spirit, Satan will no longer
be able to maintain his kingdom in the
heavenlies.O0

PRAISE

(Continued from page 28)

these rays are increasing in in-
tensity . . . but the sky begins to get
brighter, the brilliance grows and we
are soon aware that it is light enough
to read a book. We notice that the sun
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is not even up yet, those advance rays
that brought the promise of the com-
ing sun have increased and increased in
intensity until there is sufficient light
that the rays can say, “All right, now
sun, come on up, Creation can handle
you now. It is prepared.” Then the sun
bursts forth in all its glory.

I understand then, that this verse
suggests God in His grace has chosen
to put His glory in His church and in
His people. The only hope that God
has of glory in His created earth is
Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Applying this truth in our con-
sideration of both the Church and the
individual, we find them both in dark-
ness. . .or “a dark place”™. It is the
tendency of individuals to want im-
mediately to get out of the darkness
when the first ray of light comes over
the horizon in their lives. When they
catch a glimmer of what God is doing
individuals want to get together and
move on out. But God says, “No, |
have put a little bit of light within you
to pierce the darkness. | want the ray
of light to increase in intensity and
prepare the way to usher in the sun-
rise.” The brilliance of the first rays of
light can be a piercing of the darkness,
not only in our own lives, but also in
our homes, our jobs, our church and
our ministry. Let God increase the ra-
diance, the glow and the brilliance of
His presence. Let the light flow
through you and dispel the darkness in
order to prepare the way for His com-
ing. You prayer can be, “Even so,
Lord Jesus, in this situation, Let God
Arise!”

I challenge you —*‘Let God Arise!™
This will produce a radiance and
power for victory: it will bring about
revelation and light that nothing else
can possibly do. If it could have been
done by religion, by knowledge. by
programs, or by preaching, it would
have already been done. It can only be
done by the divine presence of God.
Prepare yourselves to be keenly aware
of the faint rays of hope and light.
Present yourselves to Him as con-
ductors of the increasing intensity of
that hope and light into darkened
places. Plan to move on at the first

sound of the trumpet . . . on into the
new camp-site waiting for your oc-
cupancy. “Let God Arise!”0
e
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DEREK PRINCE

May 7-14
Christian Growth Conference
Miami, Florida

May 15-—-21

Pittsburgh Charismatic Conference
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

June 14-18
Shreveport, Louisiana

BOB MUMFORD

May 7-14

Christian Growth Conference
Miami, Florida

June 14-18

Shreveport, Louisiana

DON BASHAM

April _27-29
Regional FGBMFI Conference
Columbia, South Carolina

May 7-14
Christian Growth Conference
Miami, Florida

May 18-20
Christ’s Laymen Retreat
Charlotte, North Carolina

May 24-25
Jonesboro, Arkansas
May 26

Poplar Bluff, Missouri

CHARLES SIMPSON

May 7-14

Christian Growth Conference
Miami, Florida

May 21-26

Trinity Baptist Church
Louisville, Kentucky
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CHRISTIAN GROWTH MINISTRIES, INC.
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BOB MUMFORD

As a Bible teacher he
'~ mand as a speaker. §
f_} him all over the
2 United States.

onversion he has devoted his life
sition of the Bible. He has
r, educator and missionary.

RLES SIMPSON

A Spirit-filled Baptist Minister, Rev. Simp-
son has traveled and ministered extensively
across the United States. His ministry covers
various phases of the home.

JIMMY MOORE

A former Southern Baptist Minister, he now
ministers to home fellowships in North
Louisiana and in Florida.

MEL TARI

A young man from the remote Isiand of
Timor in Indonesia, Mel has traveled around
the world telling the wonders of Christ and
the simplicity of the Word.

GROWH
CONFERENCE

MIAMI MAY 7-14 1972

SHERATON BEACH HOTEL MIAMI BEACH

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER — DeVERN FROMKE

As author, teacher, conference speaker and Bible scholar for more
than 15 years, Mr. Fromke has a gifted minister to the maturing
believer. He has demonstrated his depth of understanding and
ability to communicate the Christ-life,

Three courses offered during the day. Hotel rates
include free use of large beach, swimming pools
and various recreation. Everything for a wonderful
vacation. SINGLE $12.00; DOUBLE $14.00; chil-
dren under 12 free. Also available are villas and
efficiencies (both with kitchens) at same price.

State

Zip.

No. of Nights

Fee of $15.00 (per person) for the week payable to Christian Growth Ministries.
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